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Now. rahhi%g
are living

ABOVE
the ground

PRITAIN'S wilg rabbits

have quit their under-
ground burrows and are
now living and bLreeding
in “nests” above the
ground, the National
Farmers' Union said yes-
iterday.
I'he rabbits have chaﬁgcd
their living habits, the
N.F.U. added, becaurse of
the killer-disease myxeo-
matosis., which nearly
wiped them out.

Still Exists

The N.F.U. added that
myxomatosis still exists
in some areas, bul i is
unlikely to spread now
thal the rabbils are no
longer living in crowded
underground varrens,
As a result, the number of
wild rabbils is increasing,
An N.F.U. spokesman said:
« Although the increase is
only slight at present,
there should be no let-up
in the campaign to ex-
terminate this pest,

“ Nine rabbits eat ag m|1’
e

i

as two sheep.”




NOT=®S FROM THE REPORT OF THE' ADVISORY COM'ITTTZE ON

MYXOMATOSIS. i

History. | A
The disease was first reported in 1898 from Montevideo 1in

Uruguay. Outbreaks occured subseouently, in Argentina, Brazil and
Southern California. It is transmitted by mosquitoes, lice, fleas
and a species of mite. There is no apparent risk to man, birds or
other animals, except possibly to the hare.

In Australia, following experimental work in 1926, extensive
field trials were undertaken from 1956 to 1943. The results varied
from "very limited success? to "favourable results".

The virus was used again in 1950, and the disease smouldered on and
on until 1953, with a sudden flare up, which killed "tens of millions
of rabbits".Reports indicate however, that some survivors have
acouired immunity, and it is possible that from these, the rabbit
population will buiid up, again.

More recent sattempts to introduce the disease into Vestern Australia,
Tasmania, and New Zealand have not becn very su ccessful.

In 1936-38, threz attempts were made to introduce the disease
into a heavy rabbit population, on the island of Skokholm, off the
coast of Pembrokeshire. The disease spread a little at first, but
had no controlling effect on the rsbbit, 2nd soon died out.

During the same period experiments had been carried out on an estate
in Sweden, end on a Danish island,, without much success.

Since 1952, experiments have be&n going on, in uninhabited
islands in the Hebrides, but so far the results have been
inconclusive.

NO ATTEMPT HAS EVER BEEN MADE TO INTRODUCE MYXOMATOSIS
O TO THE MAINLAND OF GREAT BRITAIV.

In June 1952, a French Doctor, released two wild rabbits,
previously inoculated width the virus, within his walled-&n property.
Within a month 90 to 95 per cent of the wild rabbits on his estate
had @died, and the disease had staeted to spread to the surrounding

countryside. By 1983 it had spread all over France, except to

Brittany. :
By 1954 ithad spread to Luxembur®, Belgium, Germeny, the

Netherlands and Spain.

The first outbreaks in Englsnd occured in October 1953, in
Kent and East Sussex. There is no evidence to show how the disease
vas introduced into England., nor is the source nown.
On the recommendation of the Advisory Cgﬁﬁittééhr§VE¥y effort was
made to contain the original centres of infection, with the object
of eradicating the disease. These measures were unsuccessful, ang
the disease has now become established in all parts of the countpy
in the United Kingdom. ~

Economics of the Wild Rabbit.

It is claimed that nine rabbits will eat as much as two sheep
and in Great Beitain it is estimated that the income from Rabbitsg.
(from meat, fur, felt and hat trades) is about 215 million per anﬁum
The loss, or potential loss caus2d@ by the depredations of the rabbit.
to agriculture and forestry is three or four times as BRe s iRl
up to £60 million per annum. )

REVIEY of Evidence.

Evidence was submitted to the Advisory Commnittee by
(a). the animal welfare societies:
(b). the agricultural and forestry interests;

Ecg. the rabbit, meat, fur, felt and hat trades, and
d) the domestic rabbit interests.

It was clgar that there was a general concern regarding the
humanltarlap aspects of the disease, amomgst all who submit+en
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THE ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON MYXOMATOSIS.

-~ <~TPhe committee was appointed on the 3rd November 1953 "to advise on
the problems arising in connection with myxomatosis in rabbits and the
action that should be taken by the Government".

MEMBERSHIP OF THE COMMITTRE.

The Lord Carrington. M.C. (Chairman). Joint Parliamentary Secretary to
the Ministry of Agriculture and
Fisheries.

The EBarl of Dundee ... vos oo Landowner and Fammer. Former
Parliamentary Under Secret-ry of
State for Scotland.

The Lord Merthyr FoRe 566 50 a Chairman, - R. 3. P. C. A.

C.H. Andrewes Esqg. HM.B. F.R.C.P. F.R.S. Deputy Director of thr
NMational Inst. for Medical
Research.

H. Collison EsQs «e- o lele ooy Geheral Secy. National Union of
Agricuitural "orkers.

J.W2 ®“vans Esa M.A. Sc.D. D.Sc., ... Deputy Chief Scientific Officer
Ministry of Agriculture and

Fisheries.

H. @ardner Esqg. C.B.E. ... S ot «ss Under Secretary, Ministry of
Agriculture and Fisheries.

Proféssor. R.E.Glover. M.A. B.Sc. President of the Royal College of
F.R.C.V.3. ... Veterinary Surgeons.

J.Scott Henderson Esg. 2¢Ce oo ««. Recorder of Portsmouth. Chairman
of the Cormittee on cruelty to
Wild Animals.

The Hon. Mrs George lane ... afets An eminent parasitologist.
C.T. Plumb Esq. L i Stels Assistant Secretary, Beocard of
Trade.
J.N. Ritchie Esq. B.Sc. M.R.C.V.S. Chief Veterinary Officer. Ministry
D.V.3.M. of Agriculture and Fisheries.

J.C.Sandford Esa. B.A. ... 6o . Secretary. The British Rabbit
Council.

W.H. Senior Esq. F.R.S.E. 0oG ... Assistant Secretary, Dept. of
Agriculture for Scotland.

Major. R.B.Verney ... Nalls s A landowner in Buckinghamshire.
H. Woolley Esc. ... A% B ... A leading Cheshire farmer.
Secretary.

L.R. Sankey Esq.
Minsitry of Agriculture and Fisheries.



ATWISORY COMMITTEE O MYXOMATOSIS.

MEMBERSHIP CF THE SCIENTIFIC SUB-COMMITTEE.

Dr. C.H. Andrewes (Chairman).
Dr. J.W. Evans.

Prof. R.E.Glover.

The Hon. Mrs George Lane.

Mr. J.N.Ritchie.

Mr L.R. Sankey (Secretary).

The undermentioned alsc attended meetings
by invitation :-

Dr W.H. Bradley (Ministry of Health).

MR. J.R.Hudson (Veterinary Laboratory, Weybridge).

Dr. A.S.Theomas (The Nature Conveervancy).

Mr H.V.Thompson (Minisbry of Agriculture and Fisheries)

Membership of the Research Group.

Mr J.N.Ritchie (Chairman).

Dr. J.%W.®vans,

Mr J.R.Hudson.

Mr. P.G.Shute (Malaria Reference Laboratory, Horton).
Mr H.V.Thompson (Technical Seceretary).

The undermentioned also attended meetings
by invitation :-

Fr P.L. Shanks (North ofScotland College of Agriculture)






No. 1671.
(It is requested
that, in any rofer-

ence to this letter,
the above Number
and the date may be
quoted.)

J.D, Barton, Esq.,
lanager,
Teal Inlet.

JB/LJH.

COLONIAL SECRETARY'S OFFICE,
STANLEY, FALELAND ISLANDS.

28th April, 1955,

Sir,

I am directed to state that following representations to the
effect that rabbits are becoming a menace to the sheep farming
industry it was decided to approach the Commomviealth Scientific
and Industrial Research Organisation of Australia for advice on
the eradication of the pest. It will be seen from their reply
(copy attached) that they recommend the use of myxomatosis.

2, The matter has been discussed in Executive Council and it
was agreed, as an experiment, to infect rabbits on an isolated
island and High Island in Salvador Waters was suggested as a
suitable place.

3. It is understood that you would be willing to carry out
the experiment and six ampoules of myxomatosis virus are being
forwarded under separate cover,

4, You will no doubt appreciate the need for caution in the
use of the virus and the desirability of ensuring that in the
experimental stages of the project the possible (albeit remote)
risk of infecting stock with the disease is reduced to a
minimum,

5. Should you be willing to carry out this experiment I am
to ask you to be good enough to forward a report of results in
due course.

I an,
Sir,
Your obedlient servant,

/7 &, (Sl g

Colonial Secretary.



'COmmOnwealth of Australia

r

Comnonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research Organisation

wild Life Survey Section

2rd February, 1955.

The Colonial Secretary,

STANLEY
Falkland Islands.

Dear Sir,

I heve your airletter of the 6th January seeking advice about
ways and means for dealing with the rabbits which have multiplied and are
seriously affecting your sheep grazing land.

2. I am afraid I cannot be very optimistic or encouraging,
Australian esxperience has shown that in dealing with an animal with the
rabbit's rapid power of increase effective control can only be brought
about by well organized labour. The alternative to total eradication of
rabbits from a grazing property, inside netted boundaries that have to be
regularly patrolled, is a repeated - probably annual - attack on the animals
by fumigation, poisoning etc. The effectiveness of such methods
depends on having men available with experience, and a knowledge of the
local habits of the rabbits, who will learn how to get the best results
from the methods and how to modify them to suit local conditions, In
parts of Australia this periodic "knocking back™ of the pest has given
satisfactory and economically Justified results. Where it is practicable,
however, there is no doubt that total eradication on a block is much
more satisfactory, and pays handsome dividends.

3. As regards myxomatosis, I think it would be well worth trying,
You may or may not heve heard that it was recently introduced into
Tierra del Fuego, without any great hopes (on my part, at any rate) that
it would prove successful, because there secemed to be an almost total absence
of biting insects that could transmit the disease. A quite surprising
degree of success has been obtained. 4As I would think that your conditions
are not very different from those found in Tierra del Fuego, I think it
would be well worth while giving the disease a trial.

4. To save time I am forwarding to you, under separate cover,
half-a-dozen ampoules of dried myxomatosis virus. Instructions as to
how to infect rabbits with it are enclosed with each ampoule. All that
would be necessary, for a preliminary trial, would be to catch a nunber
of rabbits alive (in Australia this is usually done by digging out the
burrows), infecting them according to the instructions, and liberating
them at the point where they were captured.

5. If the disease "takes", there will be no mistaks or doubt
about it at all for the infected rabbits are very obvious, as is the
effect of a high mortality. Sometimes, however, the disease mey fail
to become established once or twice, and then get awsy for nc apparent

reason; so that it pays to be a bit persistent in attempts at establishing
it,

Yours feithfully,
(sgd) (F.N. Ratcliffe)

OFFICER~IN=-CHARGE.
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J.Ll. Barton, laq.,
Hanager,
leal inlet.

JB/ Ldtia
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84r,

I an directed to state tiat followlng representations o the
effect tiat rabbits are becusing 2 meunace {9 the sheep farniag
lndustry it was decided %o aprroach che coumonwealin Leileatidis
and incustrial Research Urgnaizstion of fustralia for sdvive on
the cradication of the pest. [t will be seen fvww vhelr roply
(copy atiached; tnat they veccmmend the use of myxouaiosit.

2, The matier has been dipcussed im Lxcoutive Jouncil and it
wau agreed, asg az experiment, to iofect robbits on an lsoleted
iglaad aud Migh :aland in elvedor dalers was susgested a3 &
sultable place,

2 It 13 undersicod that you wouid be willing tc cavry oud
the experiuent and six aspoules of mymowatosis virus are boing
fupwardetd under separsie cover.

You will no Guubt zpurdeiste the necd for caution in the
use of the virus and the desirability of ensurlny tant in the
experinental stages of the project the possible (ulbeit rewvis)
rick of infecting stock with the diseasc iy rediveed v a
minimugn,

5. Chould yuu be willing to ecarry out this experiwveny I an

€0 ask you to Le sood encugh $o0 forward o raport of results in
Gue ceurse,

i as,

T,
four guedlant sorvant,

(Sgd) A.G. Denton=-Thompson.
Uolonial tecretaiy.
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J.D., Darten, isqg.,
iLanager,
Teal Inlet.
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Sir,

I an directed to atate that following reoresentationsz to tioe
effect that rebblts are becoming a menace to0 the sheep farvming
industry it was decided t9 approach she Comwnwealth Sclentific
and imcustrial desearch Crgenisstion of . ustralia for advice on
the eradication of the pest. it will be seen frim their reply
(copy attached) that they recomaend the use of myxouatosis.

2, 'The matier has been discussec in lxecutive Council and 1t
was agreed, as an experiment, to infect rabbits on ag izolated
island and {figh island im calvador Jalers was suggested ae &
suitable place,

3¢ 1t is understood thet you would be willing 0 carry oub
the experiment and six aapcules of myxomatosig virus are being
forwarded under separate cover.

e You will no doubt appracizte the need for caution in the
use of the virus ana the deslrability of ensuring that in the
experimental stages of the project the possible (albeit recote)
risk of infecting stock with the disease isg recuced to a
minimumn.

5. Should you be wiliing to carry out this experiment I anm
to ask you €0 be ywod enough to forward a report of resulis in
gue course.

I aa,
Sir,
Your ovedient servant,

(Sgd) A.G. Denton-Thompson,

Jolonial Zecretary.
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lonoursble ¥r, Barton asked if the importation
“transfer of rebtits could be prohibited by

a serious wenace to the sheep Tarming industry.
o ¥

~ His Excellency undertook to have the matter
’ }

ive Council.
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I agree to refer to S,0.A.but herewith my own opinion,

Lambs (and sheep) eat grass,

Rabbits eat grass to the disadvantage of sheep.

Foxes (and other carniverous beasts & birds) eat Geese -
Lambs & Rabblts but NOT Grass.

e, g. Foxes were put on River Island (Port Howard) years
ago,also &2 few in-lamb ewes.The island was swarming
with geese, At the end of the season no lambs survived
neither didany goslings, The ewes were put there as
a test,which proved that foxes shoculd not be allowed
in breeding camps.The introduction of foxes eventually
reduced the numbers of geese,thereby providing more
food for mares & foals,horses,cattle etc,

Rabbits in the Lolony are a pest,pure and simple,and in latitudes
even fgther South than here have reduced the carrying -
cap301tv of pasture by 25% or more.This has not happened
here - yet.

I would suggest as follows:-

(a) The importation of rabblts be prohibited,likewise
the internal manual dis Rbution of existing stocks.

(b) The importation of Foxes and the internal manual

distribution of existing stocks be permitted
subject to the strictest control,

AOL-,

z')')'
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Extract from the Minutes of a Meeting of Executive Council
held on the 23rd February, 1954.

2. ARISING OUT OF PREVIOUS MINUTES.

(iii) Rabbits.

The Honourable the Colcnial Secretary stated that
this matter would be referred to the Sheepowners' Association
together with the question of the control of foxes.

)

/"“.11/“’:'\ ."l\\;
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16th warch, -1

Dir,

1% hos bean sugsested that in the lateresés of sheen farsiug
the inportatiun andé interaanl <istribution of robbite shioulo be
FEohlibited in (e iDlony. 1% hag further been sugiestec that
shie ipportaticn and interual distribution of foxes shualce be
striotly contrulicd and [ om to invite your ipsos.ation's viows
and regumacadintions on the sublcek.

I am,
-‘.'if',
fcur obedient sorvant,
Clet © (Sgd) J.E. Briscoe

~cting Cologlal lecretary.
/______,__,————" ==l

The seoretory,
Zheepovmerst Jlssociation,
DTALLEY,

LJH.



EXTRACT FRON LT-'-"‘ TER FROM HON, MR, 7.A. CGILRUTH ,
: SERAC D) Bl

q o . - o S PR
(original Tiled in 1576 - Joint eeting oI Councils:.

. I provose that Iegislative action be taken 1o
Prohinit thec Importatlon o1 Rebbits into the Jolony.

I nave been tolda that at Rincon Grande lhese
vests are on the increass. Could our sgricultural
iTept. loow into the matter and uwerhaps take ste cps to
extermninate them?

L I T T I I T R T I O I O O N N I I R A L R R 1
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The lonourable
e T.:.

29th vay,
Sir,
I am dirccted to refer to your letier of the
24at of May, 1954, on thc subject ol leglslation
to prohiolt the iwporteation oi rabblits and to
state that thic question has already come undep
consloeration auu has been pelerred, togoether
with o similur problem conccerning ioxcs, to the
Sheep Owneps® .ssociation for their recomucnuatlons,.
I am,
Skl
Your obedicnt scrvant,
(Sgd) -C. Campovell
COoLOMIAL SECHE T.*.J.':Y-
R
S
=
Ae
) ". '

gilruth, J.pP.,

Dar¥Ii,
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The Falkland Islands Sheepowners Association,

(LOCAL COMMITTEE)
STANLEY, FALKLAND ISLANDS.

.28th July, ;o9 5h.

Sir,

- With reference to your letter No,. 0437 dated 16th
March, 1954 on the subject of the importation and
internal distribution of rabbits and foxes, I have to
advise you that the matter was discussed at the Annual
General Meeting of this Association held last week.

It was unanimously apreed to regquest Government
to prohibit the importation of both animals and that
manual distribution likewise be prohibited.

I am,
Sir,
your obedient servant,

£

The Honourable

The Colonial Secretary,

Stanley.

:;4 fgd Lown Lem 67 %V”d

a/m[/( .
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Stanley. ‘ v,

26th Aupguvst, I954,

Sir,

With reference yeur circular letter doted 23rd August sdlressed to
All members of 3Ixeccutive Councll and refcrring te legicslstion concerning
the cexntrel ¢ oabblts gnd@ Lexes

i Dt

2. I thiakx legiclatien &t hould be insrsd@uced to prehibit the
impertatien anc the inlernal mamugl distributisnrn s botk rebbists and
TeRes.

(o]

(5 L LaAaC Sl

Rl 1t
w denger %o estock,especially young lesmbs. The owners of the
two islends on which foxes sre prevalent, nemely the Weddell Group snd
River Islend,(Port Hewsrd) imported them et their own risk, »nd I
congider it 1g thelr business to OLStPOJ them i they

pest, rnd thet Covermment Tinenclel sssistance is net
Rebhites rre prevelent on some islenés end in 083 plrces on %

L ©
i

s meNa  maly, the csntrel af Texes 1s the mest imperts:
e »
5

I bn@ﬁning g

the m inlrnﬂ,

Bt in S phie Tavter inst“nce fle notL FpperT Lo 0 incrgr51ng in mande i
nevertheless sny oction thst might cruge them e incresse ernd Lyﬂtru
aver other arrbs of the wmeianlend chould ve discoursged,

4.0z ) Tercons shoull net be sliowed ta breed rebbhitc ond Toxes £
denestic nuypeces witheut special pe rivsinn Trenw Sovérament.
b) At the present time, I do not think it necessary to teke any

sction sgeinst hrres,

I

Sir,

Your obcﬂlcnj SLPVﬂﬂb.

The licnoursble, f
The Colonisl Seerctrry, A (V2 B o

e -
Stanley.
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\ 25rd August,  Sh.

CONFIDE T IAL Tos All Yembers ol Executive Council

To: The Colonial iceretary,

Rabbits and loxes.

Minate 2(n)dP
Arising out oi' the IxXxecutive Council meeting of the
2%#d of Februsry, 1954, the Sheep Owners' Association
have requested the prohlbition oi' the iwmportation and
the internal menual distribution oi both foxes and

rabblits.

2. hen considering legislation to elffect this
control no suitaeble Grdinance supggested itsell and 1t
is probable that new legislastion dealing with thce control
ol pests will hsve to be enscted.

3. arising Irom this it is for consiageration,
il these animsls arc to be deemed pests, whether the
owner of the land which hurbours thes should be reguired
oy law to take active steps to exterminste those aslready
in the Colony ana whether some form of Covernment
rinancial assistance in the campsign vwould be sppropriate.

L. T™wo other polnts also reguire consideration:-

{a) whether any proviso shoulu be inseried to enable
persons to breccu foxes and rabbiis for domestic
purpos es, end

(b) vhether any further action should be taken
against hsres whilch mizht be classed as mermin
by virtue oi' the fact that they are not subject
to seasonal protection.

1 He The written views ol members would be uppreclated.
(5gd) C. campbell

COLONTAL SECRLTARY,

CC/VP

L&,
<
s

net i Ol Coupc Lilil Hel'S ol [ RN CLiVe Lleps

it le {le Ver iﬂ cn £ 1 engs ¢ U Liilold (00 HE a.l‘..’.pt Ok

S U??
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“September.7th *- . © A5l

The Hon. The Colecnial Secretary,

STANLEY.

Sir,
RABBITS,FOXES ETC.

In view of their record in other parts of the
world rabbits must be regarded as & menace to this
Colony and their total extermination from within it
would be desirable, It would however be difficult
and perhaps unnecessary to clear them from some of
the smaller islands where they may be found but
wherever they are established on either of the two
main islands it would seem reasonable to call on the
owners of the land to get rid of them and for the
Government to assist them financially or in other ways.

I would be in favour of prohibiting the breeding
of either foxes or rabbits for domestic purposes.
Hares I do not regard as a menace.

I am,
Stk
Your obedient servant.

A ’\/Q')ff CZMM:.- {
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; The Colonial Secretary,

_Colonial Secretary's Office.

T BTRNLEY.

Dear Sir,

RABBITS AND FOXES.

DARWIN HARBOUR.
FTALKLAND ISLAWDS.
3rd.September.1954.

T
1

Reference your Executive Council note 0437 dated
23rd.August last.

It may well be that new legislation to deal with the control

of Pests will have to be enacted,

(a) Rabbits and Foxes should certainly be regarded as Pests.

() The question of how best to combat these Pests should be
under the direction of the Agricultural Officer,

(e)
(a)

(e)

(a)

(®)

(c)

The ovners of Land whiceh harbours these Pests should be
required by Law to take active steps to exterminate them.

The Land owners shall take such steps as the Goverrmnent

Agricultural Officer deems fit,

The Agricultural Officer should bhe provided at.dbvefnmeQE:f

expense with such equipment as he thinks necessary to .

exterminate the Pests — notably'myxomotosis.' (Thbiénnwﬁlif

cost of such equipment should be very small - Land Owners

would supply the necessary labour.)

No proviso should be inserted to ensble persons to breed
Rebbits and/or Foxes for domestic purposes,

For the time being, no further action need be taken
against Hares,

Hares have certainly increased since the writer first
came to the Colony 24 years ago but it is considered

that these animals will never reach the stage of being
regarded as serious Pests,
lives on the surface of the land and in conseguence are

subjectedtadverse weather conditions.

Hares spend their entire

During a

particularly cold and wet spring we note that there are
~ this is no doubt due to their
contracting pneumonia.

Tewer leverets

That Hares are not subject to seasonal protection does
not mean that they must in consequence be regarded as

Pests.,

In Scotland,Englend and Wales there is no'close season'
for Hares - yet they are regarded as 'Game! ,

I am,

Sir,

Your obedignt servant,

e

oR

L]
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2204 Ceptenber 54.

gir,

I am dilrected to state that some ycare ago rabbits
sna foxes were impocited into the Golony and establishned
on souic small lslands where they have multiplied
eiceeslively. Rabbits are also 1ound on one Lfara oa the
main »ast ¥Felklund Islond but not to a troublesoue
extent,

2, A8 Dboti these aniummls uréfpotential [agenaae
to the sheep industyy it is desired to pirohlbit their
importation and internal wmsunual distribution in owder
to limit the chances oi thelr becoming establlished on
the main inlanas.

% ‘“here appears to be no existing legislation
suitable ior this purpose and it is thought that a
form of pest conteol ordinasnce should be enacted
giving the Governoi-in-Council power

(a) To aeclare any animal or bird s pest (is it
possible to deilne an "animal" s as to
incluie any llving creature zs at some future
date it may be desirable to control blue-
bottles?),

(b) To limit the areas 1n which such anilmuls are
deemed pests (@.g. to declarc rabbits pesis
on Yest Maiklsng Islunc only).

(¢) Yo control the wouestic brecaing of animuls
wirich nuve pbeen acomed pests, and

(d) To require the owner ol the land harbouring
pests to tase active mceasures (which wmay or
may not be specitied) to reduce or
eiiternlnn le sucihh pests.

L. 3ubject to any views you wmay have 0f queries
you may wish to raise [ am Lo reguest that you will be
goou enough to furnlsh 2 drai't.

I am,
Sir,
Your obedient servarnt,

(8gd) C. Campbell

CULONIAL GHCRITARY,

Sir Henry webb, £t.,
¢/o The Crown .geats Lor Oversea Governments & sduinlstrations,

WY /TP

b,

‘1llbank,

- me -~ "
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F. 1. vet: 1357
C. O. ref:

SAVING TELEGRADM.

From: The Officer Administering the Government of the Falkland [slands.

To: The Secretary of State for the (‘olontes.

Date: (B8 Detober, 198,

e 173, SAVING. ooy,

Bobbite. Coses rave sccougrved hore o7 pab

peing lotroducsd on th saall uninnebited ilslencs u

s
44
o
t
ot
o~

ror winter grooing asndéd then multipliyicg 19

of ruini: the grezing. Orsteful for guldance o
soseible merhooe of extermiauticn vit riiculsr
referener 1o myxoratoslic.

-——
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4577, MED 69/2/01
Saving =
F~ the Secretary of State for the Colonies.
To the Officer Administering the Government of

Al
L
| 1

A

FATXLAND TSLANDS .
(coLony)

Date. ...;.;..9....00_1:01:51', 2k i e,

No... . /L/_%Savmg

| G Your savingram No. 173 of 7th October,

Pest Control

If you consider that the rabbit menace is so severe that
drastic measures must be teken, then possibly myxomatosis is
the most efficient method of extermination.

2, Certain factors, however, need to be considered, the
major being whether the vector or vectors (the species of
mosquito responsible for carrying the disease) exist in the
Falkland Islands,

Do It is suggested therefore that you should approach the
Australien Research Authorities who have been intimately
concerned with how to ensure the quickest and most efficient
spread of the disease. The address to which to write is:-

The Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial
Research Orgenization,
W7ildlife Survey Section,
P. 0, Box 109 City,
Canberra,

L. This organization will be much better able to advise than

any similar orgenization in the United Kingdom, and can also
supply the standardized and tested virus,

SECER
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No. 1671. : Colonial Secretary's Office,

® .- ik stanley, Falkland Islands.

6th January, 1955.

I am directed to seek your advice on the subject of
rabbit extermination in this Colony. In the pust rabbltis
have been introduced on to some of the smaller islands and
have multiplied to the extent of ruining the grazing. Since
the land here is utilized almost exluglsively for sheep
ranching the consequences are serious,

Rabbits are also found in some parts of the main Last
Falkland Islande, but they do not appear to be spreading.

With a local shortage of manpower and the difficulty of
tracing the warrens along the broken cliffs on the islands'
shores no effective and economical method of control suggests
itself and your advice on the subject would be greatly
appreclated. The extent of the plague in some areas might
posslbly justify the use of myxomatosls but there is no
indigenous mosquito in the Colony and though the climate here
is not dissimilar to that of Northern Scotland, no species
appears to have established itself though mosguitos must
have been introduced from chips on occaslons 1n the past.

It is appreciated that you may require further details
of local conditions snd these will be supplied 1f requested.
It is hoped that you will not mind being troubled in

this way.

The problem was originally referred to the Secretary

: of State for the Colonies whe suggested that you might be
(S prepared to assist particularly with information concerning

L (0 the spread of myxomatosils,

I am,
Sir,
Your obedient servant,

(3gd) C. Campbell

COLONIAL SECRETARY.

\ £S5
The Commonwealth Scimnfific and Indastrial xq\f}‘
Research Organisation, : e&?\
Wildlife Survey Section, NN ™
P.0. Box, 109 City, \7

Canberaa
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COMMONWEALTH == % OF AUSTRALIA
COMMONWEALTH SCIENTIFIC AND INDUSTRIAL RESEARCH ORGANIZATION
FIR /HW WILDLIFE SURVEY SECTION

P.O. BOX 109. CITY.
TELEGRAMS: CORESEARCH. CANBERRA
recesrone X 562-563 CANBERRA. A.C.T.

Ref: R3/36 T 3rd February, 1955.

The Colonial Secretary, =S
STANLEY. “ i
Falkland Islands. '

Dear Sir,

I have your airletter of the éth January seeking
advice about ways and means for dealing with the rabbits which
have multiplied and are seriously affecting your sheep grazing

land.

“ 2 I am afraid I cannot be wvery optimistic or encouraging.
Australian experience has shown that in dealing with an animal
with the rabbit's rapid power of increase effective control can
only be brought about by well organized labour. The alternative
to total eradication of rabbits from a grazing property, inside
netted boundaries that have to be regularly patrolled, is a
repeated - probably annual - attack on the animals by fumigation,
poisoning etc.. The effectiveness of such methods depends on
having men available with experience, and a knowledge of the
local habits of the rabbitsE who will learn how to get the best
results from the methods and how to modify them to suit local
conditions. In parts of Australia this periodic "knocking back"
of the pest has given satisfactory and economically justified
results. Where it is practicable, however, there is no doubt
that total eradication on a block is much more satisfactery, and
pays handsome dividends.

3 As regards myxomatosis, I think it would be well
worth trying. You may or may not have heard that it was recently
introduced inte Tierra del Fuego, without any great hopes (on my
part, at any rate) that it would prove successful, because there
seemed to be an almost total absence of biting insects that could
transmit the disease. A quite surprising degree of success has
been obtained. As I would think that your conditions are not
very different from those found in Tierra del Fuego. I think it
would be well worth while giving the disease a trial.

¢t To save time I am forwarding to you, under separate

WS .o xl cover, half-a-dozen ampoules of dried myxomatosis ¥irus.

_Instructions as to how to infect rabbits with it are enclosed
“with each ampoule. All that would be necessary, for a preliminary
trial, would be to cateh a number of rabbits alive (in Australia
this 1s usually done by digging out the burrows), infecting them
according to the instructions, and liberating them at the point
where they were captured.

Ty

2> If the disease "takes", there will be no mistake or
doubt about it at all for the infeeted rabbits are very obvious,
ag is the effect of a high mortality. Sometimes, however, the
disease may fail to become established once or twice, and then
get away for no apparent reasen; so that it pays to be a bit
persistent in attempts atiestablishing it.

Naf Yours faithfully,
A X UNe - Theee Aae a—r—n«-::_ss, 'S .)) a

A.,Qdf....—a b t—a—‘_i Wzm g il e?é,/j ot (A
ictayie et T ~ (F. N. Ratcliffe)
(/. : p ook Ll OFFICER-IN-CHARME.
“2/5
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What Follows ?

SEE that Dr. W. R. Wooldridge, Presi-
dent of the Royal College of Veterin-
ary Surgeons, wams us that, following
. the spread of myxomatosis, “ viruses may
fairly rapidly change their character ” and
he urges the *“need fer extreme caution ”
in this matter.

This means that we have no guaraniee
that this foul disease may not develop in
a form which will infect human beings
and animals other than rabbits.

I hear, already, of a farm worker who
developed severe swellings after handling
a dead rabbit and was only cured by
penicillin. Is this the first of many cases?

Further, what of the risks of pus from
dead rabbits being sprayed on corn by
combine harvesters? Many cornfields are
littered with numbers of dead and stinking
rabbits.

Now, Prebendary Leland Snell, Chair-
man of Hereford R.S.P.C.A., reports that
3 cat has died with “all the symptoms of
myxamatosis—swollen head and lips,
blindness, deafness, pufied-up body and
fur falling off in patches.” Is this the

A mremeesemm e g —
beginning of a new pla;gue which may
attack our pets and other animals?

Will any reader with actual evidence of
humans or animals, other than rabbits,
being infected, communicate with me, as
I have been asked to collect evidence for
a number of Members of both Houses of
Parliament? The sooner the deliberate
spreading of this revolting discase is made
a criminal offence the better.

J. WENTWORTH DAY.

7lhe atbove Loost-o afpfrebnd Lon Cha
Farman v A orradan - Sefot Loeh ppian
Pt A c o £ c?(_l_z—a-l.d_( Akl eo .

7”70 .
d-{.‘ 'ff'_'b' .






Extract from the Minutes of a Meeting of Executive Council
held 7th April, 1955.

V@7 14. DESTRUCTICN OF RABBITS.

Council agreed by a majority vote to the experiment

of injecting the rabbits on High Island, Salvador Waters,

with myxomatosis.

Clerk Council,



I, Ref:; A671. L*'\

Colonial Secretary's 0fiice,
BY&"" HAIL Stanley, ¥alkland Islands.

S8

5th May, 1855.
Sir,

I am directed by the Governor to refer tc
vour_letter R3/56 of the 3md of February, 1955,
regarding the eradication oi ravbits in the
FPalkland islands asnd to express appreciation ansg
thainks for your co-operstion in thls matter.

rj
kJ

2. It was intenced to carvy out an
experinent with myxomatosis on an isolated
island but unforitunately on opcning the packape
it was lfouna that the virus hau expired. In the
circumstances I am t0 reqgucst you to be pood
enough to forward a further six ampoules of dried
myxomatosis virus with sn expiry date that is not
earlier tha: the 30th of November, 1955. This
will ecover the most convenient perioc to proceed
with the experinent,

35 T am to awu that it i1s avpreclated that
you &sre incurring exvendilture on behalf of this
Government and sugpest that you should forward
Your scco unt in due course.

I awm,
, - dir,
a ll TR 2 Your obedient servant,

a; Al G, Denton-Thompsm
MTAL, SECEZTARY,

Officer-in-Charge, _
Commonwvealth Zecientific & Industrial af
Research Nrganisation, Fighy
Wildlife Survey Section, (g o

P,0. Bex 109, Gity, L7 2
BomBEeS CATE T,
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COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA.

@&

3

L5 H

COMMONWEALTH SCIENTIFIC AND INDUSTRIAL RESEARCH ORGANIZATION.

PM/MMC WILDLIFE SURVEY SECTION.

P.O. Box 108, CITY,
CANBERRA, A.C.T-

TELEGRAMS : CORESEARCH, CANBERRA.

TS

TELEPHONEw d2251 562 =3

; e
Ref. R3/36 ) " 3rd June, 1955
ATR MATL
The Colonial Secretary,
: Stanley,
FALKLAND ISLANDS.
Dear Sir,
¥ I wish to acknowledge your letter of 5th May,
L4 ref. 1671, on the subject of dried myXomatosis virus.

I have learned with regret that the virus had
expired on arrival at Falkland Islands. However, I am
arranging for six ampoules of virus to be sent to you
through the Commonwealth Serum Laboratories in time for
you to proceed with the experiment as you have indicated.

£s regards the virus, I may like to add that
it has been proved by experience to remain effective for
quite some considerable time beyond the expiry date shown
on the packages, and the doubtful virus could be well
tested on a rabbit in captivity.

Hiwith., Yolt I am enclosing herewith a copy of a letter
which I have sent to the Commonwealth Serum Laboratories,
for your information.

Yours faithfully,

o

/ £/
g'"(i'&/ ‘\(..k,— @ Y

(F.N. Ratecliffe)
OFF ICER - I N~-C HARGE




——- 562-3
Ref. R3/36 2nd June, 1955

The Officer-in-Cherge,
Commonealth Serum Labs.,
PARKVILIE, VICTORIA.

Desr Sir,

I am enclosing herewith a copy of a letter from
the Colonial Secretary's Office, Stanley, Falkland Islands,
requesting six amponles of dried liyXoma virus, which letter
I have acknowledged.

It a2y be noted that the virus would be reguired
for use some time in November. Allovwing for the delay in
transition by mail, which incidentally is feour weeks by air
%gil, the virns shouid be despatched on or about 1lst

ctober, 1955.

I shculd be plzosed if you would arrange for

the despatch of the virus as indicated and c¢laim for any
expenditure direct on the Colonial Secretary!s office.

Yours faitbfully,

(*,H. Ratcliffe)
O r ICER~TH-CHARGE

1 extrs c.c. sent to C.S., Falkland Is., under covering letter.
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RimegLr P COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA. AHE/JO'S
DIRECTOR . DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH

TELEGRAPHIC AND CABLE ADDRESS—

" SERUMS.’' MELBOURNE.

Commonwealth Seeum Laboratories,

TELEPHONE NOS.—

FW 2101 (5 LINES) 2N
DIRECTOR. FW 6403 ParkviHe, NZ, Folen i
3 VIC. | o a¥ I ;
fh

| 15 15th June, 1955,

IN REPLY PLEASE QUOTE

386 7 1/240

The Colonial Secretary,

Colonial Secretary's Office,
STANLEY, {2 ST e
FALKTAND ISLAND. & S ol ]

N

Dear Sir,

With reference to your request made to the Common-
wealth Scientific and Industrial Research Organisation, Can-
berra, for a supply of 6 ampoules of Dried lyxoma Virus, I
desire to advise that we will despatch this consignment by the
first mail leaving after the 1lst October, 1955.

The product is issued from these Laboratories
carrying an expiry date of one month after the date of issue,
and it is noted that the air mail to Falkland Island is 4 weeks.
Vle consider the virus will probably be satisfactory on receipt,
but would recommend injection with a syringe, and also that the
inoculated rabbits be kept under observation to ensure that a
"take" has been achieved.

Between receipt and use the product should be stored
)(l in the freezing chamber of a refrigerator.

Yours faithfully,

)?fc./ /&;c’ (‘J

o (R. 0. CARTER)

e (! Deputy Directérs— {;ﬁ“
- ? F':P_LL rmoued %rrn’h %cu:k £oulre Sr’”:w
' AR
J‘."fif—ja i > T
e ALT Ctncean He C’lh-u?.-n....n....x.—' RS et L
ha. e {g e
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pye_ 1671 MEMORANDUM.

of

It is requested
that, in any refer- Jbﬂk O"@ 19 55
3 7 g :

euce to this memo-
randum the ibove
number and date

should be quoted. T+ ifepers of Txecutilve Council
r0: b ! 3

Lrom;

"The Colonial Secretary,

Stanley, Falkland Islands.

arm i

SUBJECT i—

Destruction ol l8pbvoits.

Onn 7th spril, 4955, Councll agreed, by a msjority
SRclics T eRes carpyIng ou e oLl ans experiment of injecting
raboits on 'iph Island, Salvador ‘aters, with

myxomatosis.

2. ATter this meeting oi Gouncil it was Iound that
the effective date of the myxoms .osis virus that had been
oontained I'rom the Commonveslth Scientific ang Industrial
Zesearch Qrganisation o fustralia hac expired. In view
oi the fact that iir. David Barton, who had agreed tao
carry out the experiment, was on the point oi proceeding
on leave and as it was considered essential that the
experiments snoula he carried out under close super-
vision, arrangements were made for a Iresh supply of
virus to pe despatched to the #Palklands in time Tor
Mr. David Barton's return from leave.

S Further consideration, however, has been given
to the legal position in the light ol the introduction
in the Ynited Kingdomm of legislation which makes it a
speciiic oitence to knowingly use or permit the use of
a prabbit iniected with myxometosis to spread the disease
among uninfected rabbits (Pests Let, 1954, In acdition
to this, Covernment is advised that unaer the provisions
of the Protection ol Animals ict, 19141, (which has been
applied to the ¥alkland Islands), the decision of
Executive Council referred to abvove is ulira virus.

- L. Apart from the technical and other aspectis
(in resveet of which a copr of %he eport ol the savisory
Committee on yxomatosis is attached for the information
and consiugration of Honourable Nembers) it ig clear
that the introduction ol new or ameniing legislation
is a prerequisite to the use ol myxomatosis in the
Palklsnos.

. Bic Heirbers will aporeciate that in the light of
the United Fingaom legislstion snd public opinion on

the question oI the use oi myxomatosis, the Secretary

ol State would in ull probzbllity have great dirficulty
in spproving such legislation unless it can be shown

to his satisfaction that the prevalence of raubits in the
Falkland Islands represents a serious threat to the

sSpneep industry.

G In these circumstences, llonow able embers
are asked to advise whether the Secretary of State should
be approsched with regzard to this matter. Fencling a

decision, the suprliers ol the virus have been asked
to withhold shivment until Ffurther notice. Vi




Extract from the Minutes of a Meeting of Executive
held 15th November, 1955.

16. Destruction of Rabbits.

It was agreed after discussion the legal
rosition with regard to the use of myxomatos s Com
.
destruction of rabbits should be eclsrified be re any
B tate

further action is taken and that the Secret;; ; §

be approached in this respect.

the

snoula
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from: The Officer sdministering the Covernwent of the Falkland Islands
TO: The Secretary of State for the Colenies.

Date:r 1h4th February, 1956.

Ce 39, SaVING, COLLHTY

Degtruction of “abblts.

This Governrent has had under consideration the question of
aemploFing nyxomstoais vizus for the destruction of rabbits that
in certain asreas congtitute o serilous renasce to grazing and rasture
on a nurker of 1snlands in the Falklands, In soing casges the ilelende
gre arall and are utliieped prinecipally for winter grozin:s for
hcorses. There 48, howsver, one island, Heppel Ielang, on which
coproximtely 3,000 shecp are prazed vwhich is sericusly overrun
with rebbito.

2. It would eprpeer that there are threc priveipol factors
that affect the inzuetw

(i) The proviciona of Section 1 (1) (d) of the frotection
ol &nirele Act, 1911; wvhich hep bech oapplled to thip
Colonyy, woulé scem to precliude the enployment of
wyromctosio for the destruction of Rabbits.

(i1) Tt is noted that Jecticn 12 of the "nited YWingdom
Fests act of 1954 apecificeolly prohibits the spresding
of ryxomatoenis.

(114} The recormendation made by the Adviscry Committee on
myxomatosls {(which was cet up in the United Kingdom
in 1953) to the effect that no atterpt should Le aade
to eanliat the spread of myxomatosis cr to introiuce
myxomateeis inte unpifected srems of the coundtyry.

3¢ If the assuwnpticon thet the dellberate intreoduciion of
the virus would be econtrary to the Frotection of Anlmals Act
is correct, end the sdvisory Comidttee on nyroratusis wee
apparently cdviced to that effect, new or anending legislation
in the Feliklend Islands would be required before the myxematosls
could be employeds It 13 T0t, howevsy, cleor from the inferamiion
avellable t6 thig Government vhy it woe that il the ure of $he virug
contravenes the ‘'roteciion of Anlmalpo Act, speelific nrovision
proilbiting the uee of myxometosip wee included in the imited
Eingdom Pests Afet of 1984 and I chiculd be grateful {for further
informration on this point bveluvre prucecdlng furbher,

Ii, The recommendotions of the fdvipory Cormitice on myrormtosis
were of course rade egeinst the becikground of a diacegse that had
glrecdy spreed in circumetsncos that mude it npactically impessible
to rrevent ite spresding further, In the caze of the Felkland Islands,
however, the problen: is 5 different one in s rruch ap g limdted
nupber of comparatively s:yall izlonde are affected and it would Lo
enny to infeet the rabblt ronulclion mrd tihe infection would bLe
eonfined to the iplendn into which it had baen introduced, T1 would
appear, noreover, ihat research ond practienl experisents have
eotablilzined the fact that there 1o ne poessibility of the dimespo
veing commenicoted to livestock,

e/

QT LT
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5 In addition to thege factors there 1s the quection
of public opinion of which & subetuntial end wvociferous gection
in the tUnited Xingdom appears to be atrongly opposed to any
measures for the intentional intreduction or epread of
myxormatosis., Fublic opinion here isg not likely to be
affected and in any event the exveriment, and it is the
intention tiat in the firat plece the wirus should be
introduced a#g an experimrent on one islend, would not teke
place in circurctances theat would/rise to any comnent,

6, In the circumstences, therefore, and before proceeding
further I ghall be grateful for confirmation that the project
would not cause sericue erbarracsnenit,

SOVERNOR'S DEFUTY.
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From' the Secretary of State for the Colonies. FAIKLAND ISLAND
To the Officer Administering the Government of. . . .. (COLOLY) .
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" Your No.39 Saving of 1luth February.

Proposal approved but I reguest that I may be
consulted after the results of the exveriment on
one island are available before myxomatosis is
introduced into any other of the islands.

26 With regerd to the legal point raised in your
7 paragraph 3, I am advised that the specific
ﬂ%// prohibition against the deliberate spreading of
myxomatosis in Section 12 of the Pests Act of 1954

was to clear up doubt as to whether or not the
provisions of Section I (d) of the Protection of
~nimals' et 1911 would apply to the case. There
aprear to be no grounds for holding that the
spreading of disease by introducing an infected
animal among uninfected animals would not constitute
"the administration of any poison or injurious drug
or substance" or "the ceusing of such a substence
FONRE ST akkentwithin the meaning of the 1911 Act.
Seeen@ilwy, Seetien I (d) of the 1911 act is subjeet
to the wide cualification that the act or acts
prohibited by the Section must be done "without any
rezsonable cause or excuse": a defendant to a
myxomatosis charge micht easily show a reasonable

calge
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From the Secretary of State for the Colonies. \f, b Lh“‘
To the Officer Administering the Government of.. .

Ak ¢ 5’4
(::’: 12 JUNI9S6 |2

k

Date!: il s L GBI AT

No..  .iw...Saving

cguse or excuse.

e The following points have been maede by my
Veterinary Adviser:-

X ()

(b)

(e)
(a)

(e)

the diseese 1n general DOSSESSEs VEry
limited powers of natural spread:

In many areas mosquitoes (iedes) are
responsible for the spread. In Australia
it has been noted that the disease spreads
only when mosquitoes are nresent. What

is the mosguito froni on Kepnel 7

Carrion-eating birds, wvultures, crows,have
been accused of spread especially in
winter over long distances when insects
inactive.

This disease is not the complete answer to
the rabbit problem. Some rabbits survive,
develop an immunity — which might become
hereditary.

There 1s absolutely no danger of spread
of infection to human beings, stock or
dogs.

D

S L.
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No.: .. ... . Saving

L. Finally I should be grateful if careful
records of the results of the experiment could be
kept to extend knowledge of the disease in

that environment.

SBECER
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Ref. No. 5/1956/C.

(CONFIDENTIAL

7th August 1956.

J.D. Barton Esq.
Manager,
TEAL INLET.
East Falkland.

8ir,
DESTRUCTION OF RABBITS.

I am directed to inform you that the Secretary of State
has approved the carrying out of an experiment, on one island, to
ascertain whether Myxomatosls Virus will destroy the rabbit
population, provided :=-

(a), that he be consulted after the results
of the experiment are availeble, before nyxomatosis is introduced
into any other of the islands;

and (b), that careful records of the results of
the experiment are forwarded to him.

2. The Veterinary Adviser to the Secretary of Siaate, has
made the following observations :=-

(a), the disease in general, pessesses very
limited powers of natural spread;

b), in many areas mosquitoes (Aedes) are
responsible for the spread. In Australia it has been noted that the
disease spreads only wvhen mosocuitoes are present;

(c), carrion-eating birds, vultures, crows
have been accused of spreading the disease over long distances, in
winter, when insects are inactive:

(d), the disease is not the complete answer to
the rabbit problem. Some rabbits survive and develop an immunity;

fe), there is absolutely no danger of spread
of infection to humsn beings, stock or dogs.

Be Will you please inform me if you still wish to carry
out this experiment, and if you are prepared to furnish the records
requested by the Secretary of State? Further consideration will
then be given to the question of ordering a supply of the Virus,
and full instructions for its use, to be forwarded to you.

I have the honour to be
Sir,
Your obedient servant.

EDWARD T. FERIM
AGRICULTURAL QFFICER.
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8 500 ~RE o B[l Terl Inlet,
Agricultur»l Officer, September Lth. 1656,
Stanley.

Your Ref. Yo 5/1056/C.

Sir,

Thank you for your letter of 7th. August 1956.

T now find that the robbits on the island belonging to this farm
are no longer doing any damage. After several vicsits to the islanq
in question, T have not seen a rabbit or traces of them. ( These
vigits to the islsnd hove been during the lzst four monthg).
I am nt a lose to know why the rabbits hﬁvesuddenly vanighed,
possibly some disease hes killed them off, and maybe the fact that
I put several cate on the islnnd ie one of the contributing faoctors
The cats would certainly kill = prest number of the yvoung.

Althoush it is econceivable that the rsbbite will breed up
again with time, at the moment it is unnecessary for me to conduct
any experiment with Myxomatosis,

Thank you for your =ssistance,.

Yourse Tl s

Q /f/

Maneger. Tesl Inlet T.td.




e | c .

Y g i b . .

¢ P I ”';r i/ D¢ tilivia-e’ Dack Fa i
”

—’\J,’_‘//::: ;:z-:? /dﬁn/(.? -

ity e o O

2 //- .5
o / /—;)4/’-/: /?o/;/ /. /14“;/_ e b "/J_;i’“/:’- :
/ o ﬂ’um// f s e, S

. ﬂ ; # o A /
QJJ/[‘ J 5’((3;"‘;1('( ofn iasC ‘ FAL T

ot Gy ot
2
{ =]

LE
AL

g Noliot - Ahn b S
( - el
Y RIE b, syiopse,

Vi R LR



Ref: 1671

25th February 1957

Memorandum No:12 for Executive Council.

MYXOMATOSIS

It was agreed in Council in November, 1955, that the
legal position with regard to the use of myxomatosis virus for
the destruction of rabbits should be clarified before any
further action was taken to implement Council's decision to carry
out such experiments on High Island, Salvador Waters, (decision
made, on a majority vote, in April 1955).

2. The matter was referred to the Secretary of State who
approved the propadsal but rsquested that he should be consulted
after the results of the experiments on one island are available
before myxomatosis was introduced elsewhere, The legal
difficulties that had ceccurred to this Government had apparently
also arisen in the United Kingdom and had been settied by the
specific prohibition against the deliberate spreading of myxcmatosis
provided for by Secltion 12 of the Pests Act of 1954 (which is not
applied to the Fallland Islands).

3. The Secrctary of State!s Veterinary Advissr made the
following points:~

(2) the disease in general possesses very limited
powers of natural soread:

() In many areas mosquitoes (Aedes) are responsible for
the spread. In Australia it has been noted that the
disease spreads only when mosquitoes are present.
What is the mosquito front cn Keppel?

(c) Carrion—eating birds, wvultures, crows, have been
accused of spread especially in winter over long
distances when insects are inactive,

(a) This disease is not the complete answer to the rabbit
problem, Some rabbits survive, develop an immunity -
which might become hereditary.

(e) There is absolutely no danger of spread of infection
to human beings, stock or dogs.
be The Secretary of State cencluded hy asking that careful
records of the results of the experiment should be kept to extend
knowledge of the disease in this environment,

5. Mr, David Barton, vwho was to carry out the original
experimert, vas informed accordiagly but he replied that the raibits
and their tonces had disappeared froim High Island and there vas no
nead to proceed wivh the exreriment.

6, Honourshlz Members are asked to advise whether, in these
cirnumstunces, any Durther ascticn should be taken,
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EXTRACT FROM MINMUTES OF FEETING OF LVEMBERS OF EXECUTIVE
COUNCIL EELD ON 13TH MARCH, 1957.

5 e & s 0 8 a9

10. DESTRUCTICN OF RABEITS.

Council advised that Nr, J. J. Davis of New Island
who had imported myxomatosis virus (at present held by
the Agricultural Officer) should be informed that there
were certain legal objections to the use of the virus and
that Governmenit considered its use to be inadvisable.

In the circumstances he should te informed that the wvirus
would be destroyed.
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1671

3rd fpril 57

I am directed to refer to the myxamatosis
virus which you importcd and at present held by the
Agricultural Officer and to inform you that therc are
oertain legel objection= to the use of the virus and
Govermmont considers its use to be inadvimable. In
‘ | the cireumstances it is proposcd to deatroy the virus

. ! unless you wish to meke any representations on the

——

subjeots
I am, 3ir,
Your obedient servant,
@;
ASSTIODANT COLANTAL SACRINARY.
JB/FT

JC Jl Daﬁs’ Eﬂq,.

New Island,
fest ¥alkland,
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New Island.
14 O ctober 1957.

Dear Sir.
In awnser to the copy of yours dated 3, April 1957, the original
bl

has not yet reached me.

: Since my wifes recent visit to Stanley I leann that the ZIZBRELEARI
Myxomatosis Virus which I imported from U.K, has been distroyed,
Dr Stapleforth, of Weybridge, who Igot the Virus from told me it would

last for an indefinite pericd,put when a tube was opened it had to be
used right away, Dr Stableforth also told me I cauld get as much more
as I required from him.

Something has to be done about them, every year I
import grass seed and plant in the spring only to be eaten up by

Q}.k:JLRabbits, I am incloseing a cutting (will you kindly return) which I

think 4is of interest to see just how much grass they eat.
I would very much like you to pay me a visit for a few

days, or failing that somebody on your behalf, As I should like
also to raise a question about Penguins but that can wait till some

later date,
But I still want to get and use HWyxomatosis.

Trusting you will reply at yaur ear%yest convenience,

I am sir your
obedient servant,

 Dani

L]

Vi

4o Colonial Secretary.
Port Stanley. %
d“/’d fc-‘-’-;'.
":’.f;,-:':'w'_
T Xty
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Thank you for ycur ietter of the Lith Cetobaop, £Y
I =a sorry I have been oo long in replying.

The deatruction of' the Lyxomatosis virus and
the prohibition on its use is in accordsnce with a
deeision of the Governon-in=Council. From what
your wilfe bold ne it seemsg that you certainly have
a Mo jor proolem on your hands and we will look into
the matter agalin. I will certainiy ry aend rei out
to see you as svon as poscible but I am not guite
certoin vhen it wvilll bo.

You might be interested in the folloviag views

of the Secratuary of Ltobte's Veterinary Advieer:-
{a) the discase in general HOSECSLES Very
limited powers of natural apread;

{b) in meny asrces mosquitoes (Ledes) ore
repponaivle for the spreada In Ausivalia
it has heen noted that the diseoase spreads
on.y when mosguitocs are present;

(c) corrion-ceting birda, vultures, crows, nave
been accused ol gpread es D“le‘lg in winter
over iong distences when inseclts are intactive;

{d; tiis disemse is not tho coaipl 2te angver ic
whe pavpit problem. some rabbits survive,
.eveiop an imemunity - wnickh migi:t beeome
hereditary;

/(e there is

g I Baves  Badas ,
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(e} there is sbsolutely no dange.r of spread
of infection to huian veings, stock or
dogs .

I 1t were to be agreed that the virus should bve
used on Mew Island it ig very probable thiat we should
agk you to xeep detailed recoras of the result of the
experiment. Lann I take it that you would have 1o
objscticn to coing this?

.A._. G- Da T.




Y‘ EI

The question of Myxomatosis has again been raised as you
will see from folio 68.

2 The last decision on the subject by Rxecutlve Council
%s recorded at folino 63 and the relevant memorandum is at folio
2.
3. Although Krs. Davis, who came to see me about the

problem, is I believe liable to exaggerate, I understand that
the rabbit population at New Island is really something of a
serious threat and that numbers have grown out of all proportion
and are beyond control.

L, Although I detest Myxomatosis in any form I am very
much afraid that we would not be justified in withholding permission
from Davis to introduce the virus, provided of course he is |
prepared to keep some record of what he does,

5. What I suggest is that George Stewart might go out to
New Island and give us an independent opinion on the rabbit
population, at the same time finding out what Davis has in mind
about penguins, If George Stewart confirms that the sheep
pastures on New Island are really seriously threatened then, I
think, we might as well give him permission to do it as a
controlled experiment,
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. GOVERNMENT TELEGRAPH SERVICE
FALKLAND [SLANDS
RECEIVED
Number Office of Orlgin Words Handed in at Date
15 NEW ISLAND il 15l 22/11/57
To
Phone Colonial Secretary 3tanley
Very pleased with your arrangements sorry it wasn't
yourself it would be most convenient for me if George
stewart could fly this coming week stop Hope this alright
by you please confirm regards
Davis \.t‘
oA G SR
/
o Mgl ¥ p
PHMCL/ P
Time L=




GOVERNMENT TELEGRAPH SERVICE \17‘

‘ FALKLAND ISLANDS
SENT
Number Office of Qrigin Words Handed in at Date
25/11/57
To
DAVISE NEW ISLAND HOA/C

u
qu telegram 22nd stop George Stewart is booked to fly New

Island on Wednesday =

SECRWTARY.

Time
JIR/9TH




GOYERNMENT TELEGRAPH SERVICE \1?-
FALKLAND ISLANDS

SENT

Number Office of Origin Words Handed in at Date

ol 57

To

DAVIS NEY ISLAND B, 0L

Time

Subject to your agreement I propose that George tStewart shonld
fly out with equipment and virus to carry cut initial
innoculsations Stop Please =ay when it would be convenient
remembering you will have to catch a number of rabbits first
Stop Regards

Tenton-Thompzon

kk&[gﬂﬁﬁ (?A

Copy to 0. in C., Agricultural Department.




GOVERNMENT TELEGRAPH SERVYICE

A
. FALKLAND ISLANDS
RECEIVED
Number Office of Orlgin Words Handed in at Date
6 NEW ISLAND 10 0900 13.1.58.
To
COLONIAL SECRETARY STANLEY.
READY FOR GEORGE STEWART THIS WEEK REGARDS
DAVIS.
%0 )
/ ,‘-‘-u ﬁl ﬁ‘a- %i k f\c‘[‘ﬂ
.l'lr' - o E["Ilt A[L,b‘l K
13 Ve, Rur M flesart P
LElae g PRCO s
7 b > el




GOVERNMENT TELEGRAPH

FALKLAND ISLANDS

SERVICE

L,

* SENT
Number Office of Crigin Words Handed in at Date
sl e
To
DAVIS NEW ISLAND. HOA/G

Impossible release George Stewart this week stop Will Monday of

next week be convenient.

Secretary.

Time JB/FH Kqﬁqatgg.

s

é.




GOVERNMENT TELEGRAPH SERVICE
‘ FALKLAND ISLANDS

RECEIVED

€3

Number Office of Origin Words Handed in at

Date

7 NEW ISLAND 7 0900

17-1.58-

To

COLONTAL SECRETARY STANLEY,

YES CONVENIENT FOR ME
DAVIES.,

)i\(,‘: ‘.-.\-.“C\ SR |\. ,S.l‘\:'\":-- o
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