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THE GYMNASIUM AND PUBLIC BATHS

Recognising the need for better sanitation and for facilities for recreation and a brighter social
outlook for people materials were purchased during 1929 and shipped to the Falkland Islands
for the erection of public baths and a gymnasium. Described as “an imposing and commodious
building situated near the Town Hall”, the Public Baths and Gymnasium were constructed in
1930 at a cost of £6,000 and opened early in 1931. The building was equipped with six
bathrooms, two shower-baths, a reading and waiting room, toilets, caretaker’s office,
storerooms and a spacious main hall.

The Colonial Annual Report of 1931 reported that ‘the newly constructed Public Baths and
Gymnasium have proved themselves immediately to be a most popular institution and have
become a central feature of the life of the town.” Sewerage in Stanley at this time was disposed
of partly by water-carriage and partly by earth-closet and many houses did not have adequate
bathing facilities. By 1933 there was no longer overcrowding in Stanley and distributing mains
were extended so as to serve the whole of Stanley. Eventually there was no longer a need for
the public baths part of the building and this part fell into disuse.

Gymnasium from south west, 1930s — photograph Hamilton Collection, JCNA
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TEE O2ENING OF THE PUBLIC BATHS AID
® GYMNAS TUM g
Ceremony Performed By Hie BExocellency.

It was fitting that after so much devotion had been raid to the
eraction of the Public Bathe and Gymnasium in Stanley, Hie Excellenoy
the Gevernor should, before leaving to take up his new appointmeny :
a8 Governecr in Slerra Leona, be Able to gee the fruition of a schemeo
80 near to hie hoart, and bsqueath such & legacy to the Colony by
performing the opening csremony which took placs on Vednesday.

Tho Hall was well filled with townefolk while on tho platform
with His Excelleney were the Hon. J.M. E1lis (Colonial Secretary),
Mrs. Ellis, the Hen. I.C, Craigie-Halkett (Colonial ?reaeurer) and
Mra. Halke%t, the Hen. G. Robsrts (Coleniml Engineer) and Mig. Roberts,

Majer the Hon. J. Innes MYoir and Mrs. Moir and Mre. Young. The
walle were decked with flags and the proceedings were broadcast.

In introducing His Excellenoy, the Hon: G. Roberts said that
before he asked tho Governor to opon the Baths and Gymnasivm he woulid

iko to sny how very proud he was of thoe faet that practically tho
'whole of tho work was carried out by lecal lakour and in particular,
ko would liks to thank the staff and employeer of tho Public Works
Department for the way in 'which they had aseisted in bringing the
builiing to ite present state of pesrfection. (Loud applausa,

No Colony Oan Produce Better len.

Cn rising to raspond His Exoellenoy was accorded & rousing.
ovatisn., He said "Ladies and Gentlemen, It is very nice of you
All to come here thie morning to the opening of the Public Baths
whioh Mri Roberts Aand his workmen have so.skillfully built, I wish
to join with lfr. Roberts in thanking the men for the really vonderful
work they have done and I muet oongratulate lMr. Roberte on having
acceleished succesrfully thie difficult and intricate undertaking.

It hae always been my polioy to empley Falkland Island people
wkere poegibls, and when :you walk round thege dbaths you will esee for
yourgolves how well the ¥iles have been put in, the pipes laid, and
the fittings erccted. I am sure you will agree with mo that no
Cslony can produce better men to do skillod and diffiocult work than
the Falkland Ielands. (Loud and continued Applause.) =~ ~

"You all know hew anxiously I have watched the erection of this
building. It hse been a renl pleaeure to do something to make your
1ivee happier and easier. : i

A Bath In Central Gueensland,

"I knew from bitter experience what eome dathe are. The tin
ono that leaks, the canvae one that lets the water out of the sldes
when you move An inech, I know the ‘difficulty in hotting up water
on a peet fire, and the diecomfort of having to wash in the eame room _
you take your meale in, discomfort not only to the washer but to ths
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eator as well who natural .
e g%ds. s ly otjects to his soup having a flavour of
ceuld toll you many stories about bathe, but timo press i
eno mugt euffica. A certain Tublic House in Central Queenglandeiagoﬁf
a2 bath. It was ocomposed of & high wooden frame-work surrounded with
sacking. The bather having entered, called out, when water was
poured upon him from above. The point of the story is that this duty
vag performed by the Landlord's children as he had no eervants, and -
as these children were all daughters I can leave you to inagine how -
embaraseing it was to the bashful members cf the masculine cender
when they heard 2 feminine voice asking them if they were ready. :
(Loud laughter,) o
¥Do not be frightened, Iadies snd Gentlemen, there is no danger
of thie happening here, as I have implicit confiéence in the shower-
baths we have erected functioning and performing their duties.
(Laughter and applause.)

A Boon To The Busy Workasn,

"Ag Major Meir has told us eo often bathe are essential to the
health of a community. There hag been an erroneous impression abroad
that the people out here are not fond ef bathing. But as A matisr
of fact the Falkland Islands people love washing Aand are very cleanly.
They take t> it like & duck does to water, Now they will be able to
satisfy their cruving for cleanlineee without any bother. Just
think what it means %o the buey workman, who perhaps has been coaling, .
to ocome straight away from his work and onter & bath fit fcr a Roman
Emperor, and how his wife will appreciate the labour it would sAav72
hor. Mothers of families, too, can bring &ll their infantehere at
the cost of three-pence each child. Those With A round d~z3n we
shall be prepared to accept 2t reduced terms, (Laughter.)

Wrhen when you have wasghad you will be able to go into that
sharming room over thers whioh looks over the harbour (indicating the
reading room), and epend & happy half hour smoking a cigarette, read-
ing 'Punches' and other papere until you are ready to go.

A Thing That Is Worth Doing I8 -

w14 1e no exaggeration to £Ay you cannot get a finer building
than this, or one better fitted up. I do so firmly believe if you
do & thing at 21l it 1s worth doing it well. I am very proud of

ge bhaths., :

Vi B“In a fow months-ihis Hall will be fitted up with the latest
gymnastic apparatus and the children from the Government Sshcpl will
aee 1t every merning.  You will netice the glase roof so that every
ray of our precious cunshine will be cagght. The genera¢~pu?‘1c
and Civil Servants will be able to uee it in the afteff°”3°€&8g
evenings. How they will apprecinte having a geod boguk?f_alqpae-
sticks or fifteen minutes gymnastios and then a ghower-uath 31tur-
wards, and our footballers, too, what a boon 1t will e to th?m:

Congratulations To Mr. Robert8.

ap iate how muéh the
"I conclusion I hope you will really apprec SR
Public ¥ orke Department have dene for you %Y putting up tvaese haths .

The engineere in England said it was a very Ambitioue sScaeine and they -.

i sted 1n the
the Gymnasium and Bathe qould be ergcte
ao&;}:idwggigiﬁs. wi?? T had every faith in Mr. Roberts, and in 5
g@ Roberts! workmen, ant now we 8ee tho results they have adhisved.”

(Loud mpplause.l
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By 1948 a cinema show was being held twice a week, usually on a Saturday and Sunday and
the gymnasium was also being used weekly for public dances pending the completion of the
new town hall. After completion of the Town Hall the Gymnasium was still popular for dances
and in 1954 folk dancing was held in there on a regular basis. In 1970 the Museum was housed
in the old public baths.

Despite some public objection the Gymnasium was dismantled in 1994 to make way for the new
Standard Chartered Bank building.

Standard Chartered
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