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Hon. C. S.
(1) With reference to your Minute dated 7/12/38.

aircraft numbered 3, 4 & 5 on red

Aircraft No., 3. No. 4. No. 5*
£6000Initial Cost £4000 £6000

600 600400

£6600 £6600£4400

£1200 £1200 £1200
Engineer 500 500 500

150 150 150

100 100 100
Total P.E’s. £1950 £1950 £1950

OTHER CHARGES.

£142 £142 £142
(U) £1050 £700Petrol & Oil £1050
(5) £800£1200 £1200Insurance

(6) £300 £300 £300
£2692 £1842 £2692Total O.C's.

£4642 £4642£3792

Note

(2)

(3)

Total Recurrent 
Expenditure

Salaries - 
Pilots

Freight, Insurance, 
Crating etc (1)

Copy of Minute from Hon. Col. Treasurer of 19/1/39 
the original of which is recorded on the back of 
Sheet 5 in M.P. 91/38.

Mechanic
Grade III (2)

Maintenance, 
spare parts 
&c.

Recurrent 
Expenditure.

Annual passage 
charges

W/T. Operator
Grade IV (3)

The following figures have been prepared in respect of the

(1) based on %age of freight,insurance etc of Power Boat.
(2) Increases by £10 annually to £200; (3) increases by £10 
annually to £150; (4) on minimum of 300 flving hours per annum 
at 3/6 per gallon & 8/- per gallon oil; (5) 20% as suggested 
in red 5* ; (6) calculated at 5% of initial cost.
Perhaps the P.W.D. could estimate the cost of a slipway and 
the necessary housing, please.
If the Government intended bearing the liability of accident 
etc without recourse to insurance, the annual sum required 
for sinking fund charges would be /
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AGENT FOR LLOYDS.

Sir,

ardin

ct i ?it< ., t* ' ng at pr esentgijour
conditions prevent one
the moment. He has however interviewed Short Brothers who in

manufacture a 7 seater seaplane, 2 engines,
speed about 120 miles per hour, fuel consumption

*

would probably
be necessary to provide

impression is that therebuoys at like?. landing points.

5 aplane s jrvice r v id the Isl d - I io not tl ink it could

char 5 1 ild notth ; 3 rlyV but

considers the benefitshe exces ive whei
I am

your

The Honourable
The Colonial Secretary?

Stanley.

AGENTS FOR
THE PACIFIC STEAM NAVIGATION COMPANY.

Hanager.

be expected to pay it’s

cruising

seaplanes,

Il engines,10 seater,

TELEGRAMS,"FLEETWING PORTSTANLEYv.a RADIO.

Sir,

normal .times,

if

it would confer.

(Llir Jhtlklmu? 3$lam?t Cmupaiw
----------------------------- , INCORPORATED BY ROYAL CHARTER 1851..'

REGISTERED 1902.

Wi th re “ = r mce

gallons per hour.

a larger seaplane of the
same type,

slipway in Stanley and rubber mooring

would be no insug ‘able -p ‘ se or lifficulty i

ob edi ent s erva’.t,

about 12 gallons per hour. Also,

;o your regue t for info mat io . re

getting very far in the matter at

similar speed, fuel 18
Hr. Houng further states j.t
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91/33.

I am directed by the Governor i?o acknowledge
and to thank you. for your letter of the 3rd of

V 1958, and fox3 the informtion thereto
contained regarding seaplanes*

I am,

Colonial Secretary.

Your obedient servant,

8th November,

Sir,

Sir,

The Manager,
The Falkland Islands Cop, Ltd* , 

STALEY.

November,
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91/38.

38.25th November,

With reference to the information you kindly
obtained while in England from Messrs: Short Brothers,
seaplane manufacturers, I am to enquire whether you
can give any indication of the cost of seaplanes that
might be considered suitable for service in this Colony.

I am,
Sir,

The Honourable
L. W. He Young, M.E.C., J.P., 

STANLEY.

Sir,

Your obedient servant,

Colonial Secretary.
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AGENTS FOR LLOYDS.

/^38.26th November,

Sir,
With reference to your letter Ref: 91/33 dated 25th instant

regarding the possibilities of using seaplanes in the Colony, I
have discussed the matter with a firm of Insurance Brokers who

a certain amount cf information but the political situation
prevented rny going as fully into the matter as I had hoped,
before I sailed.

In the first place the firms who manufacture the type
of craft required are full up with Government business and it
is doubtful whether they could accept outside orders with any
reasonable guarantee of early delivery.

I was of opinion that a seaplane would be preferable
to a land plane but after discussion it appears that a flying
boat would be preferable to either from the point cf view of
handling and embarking and disembarking passengers and particularly
stretcher cases.

Messrs. Short Brothers make (amongst other types) -
Short Calcutta flying boat.1.

Pegasus II.Engines# 3*
Consumption 45 gallons per hour.
12 passengers.
Pay load 2,500 lbs.
Cruising speed about 100 m.p.h.

THE HONOURABLE
TIE COLONIAL SECRETARY,

STANLEY.

0 fre (Swnpxng, Sirnttefr,
----------------------------- °( INCORPORATED BY ROYAL CHARTER 1851.)*---------“------------------ 

REGISTERED 1902.

TELEGRAMS’'FLEETWING PORTSTANLEVv,. RADIO,

Aviation Committee and with Messrs. Short Brothers and obtained
are interested in aviation insurance, with a member cf the Civil



Short Kent flying "boat.2.

Engines 4. Bristol Pegasus II.
Consumption 60 gallons per hour.
18 passengers.
Pay load 4,000 lbs.

3-
90 H.P. Pobjoy.

Consumption 18 gallons per hour.
10 passengers
Cruising speed about 120 m.p.h.
uost about £6,000.
This type is used by Imperial Airways for their Irrawaddy
service.

4. Short sea plane.
Engines 2. 90 H.P. Pobjoy.
Consumption 12 gallons per hour.
7 passengers
Cruising speed about 120 m.p.h.
Cost about £3/4,000.
This type is not being produced at present.
De Havilland Dragon Rapide seaplane.5.

200 H.P. Gipsy six.Engines 2.
Consumption 17*5 gallons per hour.
8 passengers.
Cruising speed about 123 m.p.h.

ort.

Other firms producing craft cf the required type are the
Super Marine Co. and Messrs.
to enquire as to the costs of 1 and 2.

It was suggested to me that it might be possible for
Government to obtain a second hand Short Singapore boat from the
Air Ministry. This is the service replica of the Short Calcutta
(see above).

It also occurs to me that Fleet Air Arm reserves might
be employed if the Admiralty could be interested. It is even

Cruising speed about 100 m.p.h.
Short sea plane.
Engines 4.

Cost about 028,000 (Canadian dollars) f.o.b. Canadian po 
(Crating extra).

Saunders Roe, Cowes. I had not time



practical fashion if the craft employed formed part of the
defence scheme for the Colony.
PERSONNEL. Pilots. I understand that salaries are fairly
high and for purposes of estimating it might be desirable to

GROUND ENGINEER. Al lew £500.
WIRELESS* If considered necessary a locally trained man should
be capable of carrying out the limited requirements here.
INSURANCE RATES. Are dependent to a certain extent on whether

second hand machine is employed and the stock ofa new or spares
carried as part of the outfit. For purpose of estimate allow
20% per annum.
PASSENGERS AND FREIGHT. Copies of the necessary forms etc. can
easily be obtained. It would probably be necessary to enact an
ordinance regarding liability etc.
MOORINGS ETC. A covered slipway would be required at Port
Stanley. It is suggested that Farmers who require their stations

I regret that I have not been able to obtain more
detailed information for Government but I shall be pleased to
continue my enquiries when I return to England if Government

wish it.
The increase in flying services which are being

maintained throughout the year in all weathers inclines me to
the view that there are no insuperable difficulties in running
an inter-island service. An air ambulance service is in

An inter-island service would operate

of the local transport problems and though it may not be a
practicable proposition at the moment I am definitely of the
opinion that there is every probability a service will be
provided within a few years and with the establishment of the
British Airways service to the River Plate a demand for an

operation in Scotland.
at a considerable loss but it would certainly solve several

adopt the figure of £1,200 per annum.

regarded as a point of call be expected to provide and lay a

possible they might see their way to collaborate in

mooring buoy (type to be specified by pa/^y operating the 
service) and row boats, at their expense.



occasional connecting service will surely arise.
I am,

Sir,
your obedient servant,

Managing Director.



91/38.

I am directed by the Governor to acknowledge
the receipt of your letter of the 26th of November,
1938, and to thank you warmly for the trouble you
have taken in obtaining particulars of Seaplanes
suitable for service here.

I am to say that His Excellency concurs2.
generally in your views as to the value a flying
boat would have for the Colony and considers that
the service should form part of a development

.'ays and means of meeting Jhe costprogramme.
of establishing such a service will be considered
though it is unlikely that it would be possible to
finance it at an early date.

I am,
Sir,

Colonial Secretary.

The HonourableL. W. II. Young, STALEY.

Sir,

6th December,

Your obedient servant,
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SEAPLANES FOR THE FALKLANDS.

The Government has investigated, the cost of establishing
There can be no doubt

of the widespread, benefits that would result from such an
improvement in communications .

The initial cost and maintenance charges would be
heavy though negligible in comparison with the cost of
construction of metalled roads.

The Government is indebted to the Managing Director of
the Falkland Islands Company for estimates of the initial
cost of flying boats and seaplanes as obtained from Messrs:
Short Brothers, the oldest firm of aeroplane makers in the
United Kingdom.

It appears that flying boats would be preferable to
saeplanes from the point of view of handling passenger traffic
and particularly stretcher cases, but the first cost would
be high and the fuel consumption of U5 to 60 gallons an hour
would make running very expensive.

The kind of seaplane that would render all the services
required would cost from £3000 to £6000. The price of one

fuel consumption of 18 gallons
an hour and carrying ten passengers with the speed of 120
miles an hour is quoted at about £6000. A smaller machine
with two engines and the same speed but carrying only 7
passengers is quoted at from £3000 to £U000. To these sums

necessary slipway.
Running/

would have to be added £600 and £H00 respectively for cost 
x 

insurance and freight and say £1000 for housing and the

a seaplane service in the Colony.

with four engines of 90 h.p. a



2

The annual recurrent cost would
therefore he at least £3000 to &U000.

-so long as it is
r the mainte-

■ernment

1

ft

Running expenses would he £1350 for salaries with an 
imported pilot and engineer and from £2?00 to £2800 respective!; 

(for the larger and smaller machine) for maintenance, including 
fuel, insurance and repairs.

now made ftjr sea^ passages 
it would not he safe to estimate receipts at

tor sea pe
than bj1006 tl

• - A

is making further investigations into^-^he most suitable type 
of aircraft and the expenditure entailed.

As against the cost of maintenance could he set receipts 
from passergprfares, etc. , hut as it would he scarcely practi­
cable to charge higher fares than are

There seems little prospect of the Government having 
funds availabTe^for a seaplane service f< 
necessary to continue^><Lief works in Stanley^ 
naifce^of the unemployed. Meefri;vhile, however, the

%



3' &>
Original filed in 84/39-*

Sir,

made regarding the purchase of an ambulance plane for

this kind of work.

I am,

Sir,

’ Your obedient servant,

Harding.

(e) As it has been demonstrated by H. Id. Ships that 
might flying is possible in the islands, we think enquiries/be

(Sgd. ) H. 0,

Extract from letter received from Hon. Secretary, West 
Falkland Managers Association dated the 1 8th of May, 1939*
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DRAGON RAPIDE
The Dragon Rapide is a 

modern vehicle for econo­
mical conveyance of 6 to 
8 passengers. It is in 
wide use in public trans­
port work, over 200 being 
in service throughout the 
world. The military ver­
sion of the Rapide is 
employed by the air forces 
of several foreign 
countries. It is built, for 
use on wheels, floats or 
skis. It isVpowered by 
two Gipsy Six engines of 
200 h.p. each.


