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17th CGatober 1970

2 Adrfield Durvey

Yo will know that I was able to get an answer off $o Dennett by our
lest mail (of the 15th of October) in reply to his long outstanding letter of
¥ay, 1969, sbout warlous considerations, including Defence considerations
relating to the question of an airfield at Cape Ferbroke,

in ny letter, which wea dated the lat of Qctober, I reforred to the
hope of being eble to send, perhaps by our next meil (of the 10th Lovember)
an anplication, in standard farm, {or en econmmic consultoncy study. You will
recall that this is as enticipated in your telepgram to us no. U6 of the 3rd
of jumist, The spplication is now attached to this letter in triplicate and
for obvicus reasons is sent to you and not to your Qverseas Aid wing in Eland
Housa,

#1lthough the application itself does not specifically mentinon it it has
been cur understanding in discussion that if the consuliency study is under-
taken it would be corried out by sace such organisation as the Leconomist
Intelligence Unit. In eormection with this you will wish to Imow that the
Colominl lHenager of the Falkland Islandés Co. Ltde has irformed me that his
compary and Darwin Shipping Limited, the suvbsidiary which oneraites the R.M, S,
"Ooawin® and charters the meve "4,10,3.% will co~operate as required with any
orsanisation which mizht undertake the study, This is of imporidance in view
aof the situation regarding the Shipping Subsidy Agreement full irforration
on which we sent to you in a recent mail.

The application fomm is not accarpanied by copies of the supporting
documentation referred to in its paragraph 6(a) as yau already have copies,

(J. A, Jomes)

lAko C. ‘\‘f-. ..Lee’ Esq.
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Fromt Group Captain J F C Melrose DFC RAF LZ
Bri tish Bmbassy
Dr Luis Agote 2412

%9//}/ /

I/
L Alr Attache

Buenoa Alres

17/40 Argentina

Mr ¥ J Spraggs

Penguin Alrways

7901 est Ramona Street

Hiramar

Florida

2302 :
Uga - 6 November 1970

Dear 8ir,

Thank you for your letter of 28 Cetober about the
proposal to operate a weekly mir service to the Falkland
Iglands,

I ¢can only advise you to approach the Foreign and
Commonwealth Office, London, on this matter beeause they
are responsible for the administration of the Iszlands and
also, of eourse, for the conduct of relations with the
Government of the Argentine Republic including the qucstion
of comnunications with the Islands.

Aas you are no doubt aware, no sirfield exists at present
on the Isiands. As regards the prospect of your operating
a service through Buenos Alres and Viedma, it is nct in my
competence to comment on the probable response of the
Argentine Government to any request by yourselves for the
necessary landing rightes

Should you decide to pursue this matter with the
Argentine authorities, the appropriaste Government office to
whom application for setting up any air service by interestsd
airlines 1is!

Director Naclonal de Transporte Aereo
9 de Julio 1925

Buenos Alres

Argentina

Yours faithfully,

}. £. C. MELROSE

Copy to!

American Dept

FCO

Londion

Acting Governop v
Government House
Port Stanley
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PENGUIN
AIRWAYS

Cctouer, 1970.

P
oo
'_!.

The Air Attiache,

The Zritish Eubassy,
BUEHOS &IRTS.
Argentina,

Dear Sir,

The above coupany “:s5 been forined by 3ritis’ ULosiness
men 1o study the feasibility of Oyerailﬂ air service

to the Fallkland Islends.

Initial studies have rcvesled that by operating a wcekly

service, a load of ten passen, ers wouald be ; enerated.
Eighty vercent of these passengers either ori ~‘nate in or
contin:e Lo the mited Klngdol or orih A..erica.

Ags Buenos Air:zs is the focal poini lor air s »v

rigchts at Ezeiza would vermit us {to oflcr Fez
travellers service to their destingtion wit or
of aircrait. It would giso fzcili ate ihe sar
aircrait.

The current market does not ofler a ten sezt aircralt with
sufficient range to ogerate non stop from Buenos Aires to

Port Stanley. Thus, an intermediate fuel silo, wo.ld be
necessary. Our prime goint w0“1‘ 02 Viedua (Governador Castello
airport), which is aporoxinately eguidistant from Rusnos Aires
and Port Stznley.

In 1icht of the current Falilecnd Islend con'roversy would

the Argenline Covernuent ;rant us lzanding ri-ht: at Rzelza
and Vlouu*¢ If so, your zdvice as to ihe menner in wh'ch

we should ap.ly for these rizhis wo.ld be sreatly aporociated.

I8/ ha
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EXECUTIVE COUNCIL

MINUTES OF MEETING NO. 11/70
HELD ON 28th, 29th and 30th OCTOBER 1970

[P ————

His Excellency the Acting Governor (Mr. J. A. Jones, 0.B.E.)

The Honourable the Acting Colcnial Secretary (Mr. L. C. Gleadﬁll,)O.B.E.,
J.P.

The Honourable A. G. Barton, C.B.E., J.P.
Major the Honourable R. V. Goss, 0.B.E., E.D.
The Honourable S. Miller, J.P.

The Honourable R, k. Pitaluga

The Honourable Mrs. N. King

The Honourable W, H, Clement, J.P.

The Honourable R. W, Hills
Clerk of Council: Mr. H. L. Bound, M.B.E., J.P.
Mr. Pitaluga was unable to attend during the discussion of items 1 to

9 held during the forenoon of Wednesday, 28th October.

Mrs. King was unable to attend during the discussion of items 1k to
17 held during the afternoon of Thursday, 29th Qctober,

Mr., A. Sloggie, Colonial Manager of the Falkland Islands Company
Limited, attended during the discussion of items 12 and 13.

Mr. B, C. Gutteridge, J.P., Superintendent of Power and Electriocal
Department, attended during the discussion of item 21,
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1. . SONFIRMATLION OF MINUTES

The Minutes of Meetings 9/70 and 10/70 held on 15th September
and 27th September 1970 respectively were oonfirmed.

2.  OLD AGE PENSIONS: UMEMPLOYMENT DUE TO ILL HEALTH (Memo 66/70)

The Acting Colonial Secretary explained that section 13 of
the 014 Age Pensions Ordinance provides for payment from public
funds of all contributions to the 01d Age Pension Fund by an
employed contributor who is unemployed because of ill health but
that similar provision does not exist for self-employed persons,

It was felt that in certain cases hardship was experienced
by self-employed persons when their income ceased as a result of
illness, as for example a self-employed tradesman or contractor,
whereas in other cases such as the small trader, the income of
the owner would continue.

Council advised that no amendment be made to the existing
legislation but that each case should be referred to Standing
Finance Committee for consideration on its merits,

3.  CURRENCY NOTES (AMENDMENT) RULES (Memo 74/70)

Council advised that the Currency Notes (Amendment) Rules,
1970 be made.

L. CIVIL LIABILITY FOR OIL POLIUTION DAMAGE (Memo 75/70)

The International Conventions on Civil Iiability for (il
Pollution Damage and Intervention on the High Seas in case of (il
Pollution Casualties were adopted in Brussels in November 1969
and signed by the United Kingdom.

Council noted that it was the opinion of the Secretary of
State that there would be advantage in both these conventions
being extended to the Falkland Islands and advised that the
Secretary of State be informed that this Govermment has no objec-
tion to a future extension of both conventions to this Colony.

5. OSAS: PASSAGE OF DESIGNATED OFFICERS (Memo 72/70)

The current 0.S.A.S. agreement which provides for the United
Kingdom to pay this administration half the cost of passages,
inducement allowances and overseas education allowances in respect
of designated officers ends on 3lst March 1971, A new agrecment
which will be for no specific period and will be subject to annual
review, withdraws the provisionfbr payment of inducement and
eduncation allowances and provides generally for the payment from
United Kingdom funds of full passage expenses for designated
officers and their families, including holiday visits of children
to their parents. In addition appointment grants of £200 for
accompanied married officers a2nd £100 for unmarried or unaccom-
panied officers will also be met from United Kingdom funds,

The proposed new agreement will be in the form of a letter to
the Governor, the acceptance of which will conclude the agreement,
Council studied the draft letter prepared by the Ministry cof
Overseas Development for this purpose and advised that the Ministry
be informed that the proposals set out in the letter are acceptable
to this Government,

6. REFUND OF CUSTOMS DUTIES (Memo 73/70)

The Acting Colonial Secretary explained that Messrs J.L.
Waldron Limited, of Port Howard, had filed a claim with the Collector
of Customs for a refund of customs import duty amounting to £9 in
respect of eight bottles of cherry brandy found to be missing from
a consignment delivered to their station,

Section 8 of the Customs Ordinance provides for the Governor in
Council to make such refunds when it seems expedient to do so.

Council advised thai before authorising a refund the
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conzignees should be asked to make a formal claim against the
insurance company. If this failed the application for a refund
of duty could be considered at a later meeting.

7. LEALSF OF MULLET CREEK F/RM (Memo 68/70)

Considering an application from Nrs. G. E. Browming to obtain
a new lease of Mullet Creek Farm for a period of ten years, Coun-
cil advised that the current position, which effectively was that
of a tenancy at will, should continue until such time as the
application could be considered in the light of the Lgricultural
Team report.

8. LPPLICATION TO PURCHASE CROWN LilND: F. J. BIGGS (Memo 79/70)

Council considered an application from Mr. F, J. Biggs to
purchase an area of Crown land on Murray Heights in the vicinity
of the Meteorological Station for the purpose of erecting a small
dwelling. Mr. Biggs' application stemmed from the requirement of
the Board of Health for him tc vacate his present dwelling owing
to the fact that in its current location it is not possible to
provide adequate drainage.

Council advised:

{a) that Mr. Biggs be required to submit a detailed
plan of the proposed building to the Towm Counzil for
consideration and that the Town Council and Police
Department be invited to consider the problem of such
people as a whole and submit their joint views on how
the problem could best be solved;

(b) the plan submitted by Mr. Biggs, together with the
joint views of the Town Council and Pelice Department,
would be considered at a later meeting;

(c) that because of the cost to Government of providing
adequate enlarged drainage in the Meteorological Staticen
area, no further development of this area would be
permitted.

9. LEASES OF LiND ON GALL.GH/N ROAD (Memo 77/70)

The foting Coloniagl Secretary explained that the leages of
rlots cf land on Callaghan Road and adjacent to Stanley Common
expired this year. An earlier policy had been established that
these plots be considered for renewal at five—yearly intervals.

Having in mind the problem discussed under item 8 of these
minutes, the view was taken that this area might lend itself to
the development of small housing sites and for this reason cen—

sideration of the subject was deferred until advice could be
sought,

The Summary Record of the London Talks had recently been
received and Members, now fully in the picture, appreciated that
careful consideration would need to be given to planning the
aoticn tc be taken lccally in preparing the ground for the next
round of talks scheduled to take place in Buenos fires next year.
The Lrgentine proposals which could be advantagecus to the Cclony
would need to be studied cuarefully. The need to study and
evaluate them highlighted the difficulty of the problem of how to
obtain the reaction to them of the electorate in circumstances
where the proposals were confidential,

Referring to Memorandum 69/70, the icting Governor said that
the Argentine government hed no intention of removing their
British or Colony passports from travellers. The suggestion made
in the Memorandum was that the traveller would use his normal pass-—
port with a specially designed travel document kept at the back
so that the Lrgenline immigration control would only examine this

this/part
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part. So far no draft of the proposed document had been seen and
it was agreed that it was important for the Argentines to provide
a mock-up of the document for scrutbiny. HNembers also wished to
know whether the proposed document would be retained by the
holder for further use. In answer %o a question whether the whole
problem of documentation could not be solved by issuing United
Kingdom passports in Stanley, the iLcting Governor explained that
current British immigration legislation precluded this course.
(The possibility hnd been examined at official level on the
British side during the preparatory phase before the London Talks
with officials of the Passport Office.)

The British and Argentine governments had some years ago
concluded a Visa Abolition fgreement but for obvious reasons this
agreement had not been extended to the Falkiand Islands and con-—
sequently frgentine nationals wishing to visit the Islands were
required to obtain a visa. The Argentine government, in seeldng
to facilitate the entry of Islanders into Argentina, hed
expressed an understandable desire for some reciprocal treatment
and had suggested that the requirement for an /irgentine national
to obtain a visa to enter the Golony was one which might be re-

" considered in this context.

Ccmecluding the discussion, Council advised

(1) that a proposal be made to the Foreign and Commonweclth
Office that at the next round of talks on the freeing
of communications with Argentina, the British side
should suggest the adoption of an acceptable Argentine
travel document: provided that it wias agreed between
the two governments that the document would be carried
at the back of a British passport in the some way as an
international health document and that travelliers from
the Islands, in passing. through Argentine immigration
controls, would hand their British passports to the
Argentine immigration authorities. The Argentine
immigration authorities would accept the passport but
would no doubt direct their own attention to the travel
document inserted at the back of it;

(2) that the Foreign and Commonwealth Office also be
approached with the suggestion thet the formal require-
ment for Argentine nationals visiting the Colony to
have a2 visa entered in their passports be dropped by
adninistrative action of the British governuent and
under the juridical umbrella: provided that current
vetting and clearance procedures, the retention of
which it wos understood the Argentine gevernment itself
favour, continue;

(3) that the Foreign and Commonwealth Office be informed
that the Colony requirement for the passports of
visitors to be stamped could be so modified that it
would only be effected where a visitor so requested.

11. VARIATION 1'0 DARWIN SHIPPING SUBSIDY AGREEMENT (Memo 78/70)

Council advised that clause 12(iii) of the Darwin Shipping
Subsidy Agreement be amended by the deletion of the figures
£300 and £10 and the substitution therefor of £1,000 and £25
respectively. Thus the clause, as amended, will read :

"There shall be permitted a deduction of the premium
transferred by the company to the internal fund created
by the company to provide for the first £1,000 of each
and every loss relating to the steamship and the first
£25 of each and every loss relating to medical expenscs
of the crew,"

12, RETLIL PRICE OF, HUTTON (Memo 76/70)
Mr. A. Sloggie, Manager of the Falkland Islands Company

Compeoxy/Limited
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Limited, attended during the discussion of this subject. .

Asked to outline his company's reasons for proposing to in-
crease the price of mutton, YMr Sloggie submitted that the current
profits of the Stanley Butchery were regarded as yielding too low
a return on the investment (a figure of 4% was quoted). The
enhanced prices of wool and skins enjoyed for many years had fallen
away and the business now depanded almost solely on the income from
sale of mutton and beef. He estimated that the average profits of
the business over the past nine years amounted to £780 per ammum.
This figure took into consideration the depreciation of the build-
ings, contents and vehicles; the amount invested in the butchery
being quoted at £19,000 made up as follows:

Buildings (including skin shed erected partly

for mink farm) £12,000

Contents (including cold storage chamber
provided for mink farm) 6,500
Vehicles 500

He went on to say that an increase of 2d per 1b. would produce an
incrsase of 1l.4d per lb, thus increasing the annual profit by some

£1,700,

Mr Sloggie concluded by saying that it was further proposed
to increase the freight rate for mutton sheep carried on R.M.3.
Darwin from 4/6 to 8/6 per head.

In discussion the Acting Cclonial Secretary pointed out that
any increase in the selling price of mutton would quickly reflect
itself in the cost of living figures. He felt that for a return
of as little as £1,700 per annum, in the interests of the general
welfare of the Colony it would be better for the company to con-
tinue subsidising the business. Commenting on the proposal to
increase the freight rates on mutton sheep, the Acting Colonial
Sccretary said that this would almost certainly set up a chain
reaction: .eumers would demand a higher price for the mutton pro-
vided.

It was later established that the capital cost of the buildings
was wrongly quoted since a fair amount represented capital invested
in the mink farm project and this had since been written off, thus
the return on investment quoted at 43% did not represent an
acourate figure.

It was noted that throughout the discussion, Mr Sloggie had re-
ferred to an increase of 24 per 1b. and based his subsidiary figures
on this price, whereas he had earlier advised the Governor that the
increase would be 1d per 1lb. and that there would be no increase in
the relevant freight rate. At no time was it syggested that the
proposed inecrease was linked in any way to inereased operating
costs.

Council noted the position and advised that a letter be addressed
to the Manager of the company expressing concern at the increase
proposed and noting that the original proposal was for an increase
of 1d per 1b. It was hoped that in the light of the current
economic position, the company would reconsider their proposal,
particularly so when increased ocperating costs were not put forward
as & relevant factor.

149L/F 13. FUTURE OF R.M.S. DARWIN

Before leaving the meeting Mr Sloggie begged leave to mention
that in a telephone conversation with his principals in London he
had been asked to inform the Colony government that as the Falkiand
Islands Company had not been consulted over the planning of the
future pattern of transpert communications the company was obliged
to proceed with its own plans.,

The company did not expect to seek renewal of the Darwin
Shipping Subsidy Agreement in 1971 as it d4id not contemplate

contemplate/replacing
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roolacing the "Darwin" but does plen to find an alternative for
naov, "L.E.8," Mr. Sloggic cdded that the company would con-
tizme to honcur its obligations to its stoff end clients.

0209/V 14, IMGTSR.ATION: REPATRIATION OF F/RM WORKERS (Memo 71/70)

Council considered the memorandum before it. Menbers
expressed the general view that after exanining such figures as
were available they were of the opinion that these figures did
not appcar to support the ease put forwerd by the Sheep Owmers!
fLssocintion. Nor was there anything to suggest thot the mere
equal shoring of costs proposed would have ony practical effect
in scolving the probiem, if problem there was.

The natter could be examined agnin in fubture if it could
be shown that the position had deteriorated.

0085/ VI 15, COST OF LIVING AWARDS: DOMESTIC SERV/NTS (Memo 67/70)

Arising from an application for payment of cost of living
awards to the domestic staff of K.E.M., Hospital, Gouncil noted
that such psyments had for seversl years been made to the
nursing steff whereas the professionsl staff at Derwin Boarding
School who are also fully found in board and lodgings, did not
reaeive this benefit,

e e e ————

Council advised that with inmediate effect cost of living
awords would not be made to staff in receipt of full board and
lodgings. Payments already made in this respect would be re-
tained but subsequent cost of living awards would not be applied
to such officers.

2103/11 16. SELECTION OF D.iTE FOR NEXT MEETING

No firm date was selected but it was agrced that o meeting
would need to be held shortly after the return to the Colony in
December of the fact finding team selected to visit the Argentine
ports,

0704/VI 17. REPORT OF COST OF LIVING SUB-COMMITTER

The fcting Colonial Secretary reported that the informal
cozmittee appointed to exzmine the proposals contained in
Executive Council Memorandun 53/70 had met on three occasions,
The committee noted the nature of the anomoely that had been
revealed in the structure of the cost of living awards system
and the proposal to remove it, While agreeing with the
proposal, the committes observed that other anomalies existed
in the structure and recommended that a further comwittee be
appointed to cxamine the cost of living structure which had not
been reviewed since 1952,

It was noted that problens of decimalisation weculd not
arise until the March 1971 gquarterly measurement is taken.

Council advised thot o commitiee under the ekairmanship
of the Colonicl Treasurer with membership consisting of the
Honourable R, W, Hills and representatives of the Palkland
Islands Gompeny Limited and the General Employees! Union be
appointed to conduct a review of the structure for measuring
the cost of living in Stanley.

Reoognising that the Sheep Owners' Associotion mokes use
of parts of the Stanley structure when assessing camp cost of
living, Council further advised that the Asscciation be invited
to nominate an observer to attend the committee's meetings and
take port in discussion,

0936/11 18. HQUSTNG LOINS

The fLeting Colonial Secretary explained that the practice
of advancing capital for the purpose of assisting persons to

to/purchase
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®
purchase housing property had recently been under review by the ’
Stonding Finance Committee who now sought o firm policy decision.
The Comnittee recommended that the aggregate amount available
anmually for this purpose should be limited to the estimated
annual amount tc be received by way of repayment on outstanding

loans. Commercial loans would continue to be assessed on the
basis of their economic value to the Colony.

Council agreed and advised accordingly.

D/5/70 19. GEODETIC LCTIVITIES

The iLoting Governor explained thot preparations had been made
for a geodetic tean to resume activities in South Georgia this
sunmer but thet for various reasons, principally shipping diffi-
culties, the operation was now likely to be transferred to the
Falklands and a team of four was expected to arrive in the Colony
in November,

Council noted the positicn.

0625/X1X 20. H.i.S. ENDUR/ANCE

Council notecd that H.M.S. "Endurance" was scheduled to
arrive in Stenley on 28+th Novenber. In addition to her normal
operctions she would assist with the Joint Services Expedition
to Elephant Island. It was expected that her canmp tour this
season would be restricted to a short pericd between 10th and 17th
April, the date on which she is due to leave the Colony for
Montevideo, Rio de Janeiro, Gibreltar and the United Kingdom.

0270/D 2L, F.I.G.A.S, FUEL SUPPLY

The Acting Colonial Secretary referred to recent difficul-
ties experienced with regard to the importation of avgas for the
Falkland Islands Govermnment fir Service and explained that
arrangements were in hand which it was hoped would result in
obtzining supplies by R.R.8. "John Biscoc". Even should this
hope prove to be misplaced, existing stocks should be sufficient
to cover the period until "Darwin' returned from Montevideo on
or about 11lth December,

Mention was made of the fart that the Royal Naval Hovercraf't
Unit imported fuel in plastic lined steel drums and Council
advised that enquiries be made regarding the suitability of these
drums for use in carrying avgas of the octane used by the
Falkland Islands Govermment Air Service and if this proved to be
so, an application would be made to the Admiralty to purchase a
quantity for this purpose.

1899/1T 22, IHMMIGRATION

Council noted that an enguiry had been made by a coloured
United States citizen and his wife to take up residence in the
Falklands. The applicant, a member of the Bahai faith and whose
wife is not coloured, is recorded as being aged 37 years, holding
a university degree and a current pilot's licence.

Council advised that the application be submitted for
consideration by the Labour Advisory Board in the usual manner,

1714/0 23. MODERNISATION OF STANLEY POWER STATION

e e S e e s .

Mr. B. C. Gutteridge, J.P., Superintendent Power and
Electrical Department, attended during the discussion of this
subject,

The Superintendent, Power and Electrical Department, had
prepared a brief sunnary of his visit to the United Kingdom and
Members were provided with copies for study.

It was noted that the revised total cost for the provision

provision/of



24,08/11

OL77/1IV

S ] ST B ot il S i S SN g AN

e

[

- 8 - Mectia Mo. 11/70

of the plant and building together with freight charges and
supplementary consultants and erecting charges amounted to £140,000
and that this fignre gould remain Clrm only until 8th December next.

The original estimate for the scheme had been fixed at £100,000
and approval had already been sought and obtalned for the scheme fo
be financed by a free grant of £50,000 from Her Majesty's Government
and a loan of a further £50,000, the repayment conditions of which
were yet to be agreed. The policy to be adopted with regard to the
provision of the additional £40,000 was yet for consideration.

Council advised:

(a) that the revised proposals for the provision of the
rlant, building and ell necessary supplementary
expenditure at a cost of £140,000 be accepted in
principle before the offer expired on 8th December,
1970; and

(b) that enquiries be made regarding the policy to be
adopted with regard to the provision of the
additional £40,000,

24. PROVISION OF AIRFIELD

The Honourable R. M. Pitaluga raised the question of the
provision of an airfield for the colony. He considered that the
construction of an airfield and the provision of an external air
service was now becoming urgent, particularly in view of the
information given earlier during the meeting by the Cclonial
Manager, Falkiand Islands Company Limited, about the withdrawal
from service of R.ii.S. "Darwin", He added that in discussion with
the directors of the Falkland Islands Company Limited in London
he was assured that the company would be interested in investing
capital in the construction of an airfield,

Council was informed that an applicatiocn for a consultancy
survey into the economics of the communications pattern recommended
by the Colony's Transport Communications Committee to be inducted
under British Technical Assistance was being made to Her Majesty's
Government, It was essential that the econonics of the project
were properly evaluated in view of the paucity of the information
with which the commnittee had been obliged to work. Once this had
been done it would be possible to evaluate the political, financial
and other considerations requiring study.

The view was held that from a military point it would not
make any difference if an zirfield existed and Members expressed
strong views that iLrgentine financial participation in the con-
struction should be avoided.

Council advised that Her Majesty's Government be asked to
expedite plans for the provision of an airfield,
25. ALLOCATION OF GOVERNMENT HOUSING

Major the Honocurable R. V. Goss enquired if it is correct
that it was Government policy to give overseas officers priority
when considering the allcocation of Government gquarters.

The Clerk of Council, who handles this subject in his capacity
of fissistant Colonial BSecretary, explained that this was so,
Governnent is obliged to provide housing for overseas officers.

However, if a house becomes vacant and there is no requirement of

this nature, applications for tenancy are considered by the

Housing Comnittee who make their recommendation without reference
to the officer's place of birth,

The Clerk was instructed to discuss the matter with Major

Goss.

Goss/0168
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0168 26, IMPORTATTON OF LIVESTOCK FROM SQUTH AMERICL

Reference was made to the possibility of withdrawing the
current restriction on importation of livestock from South
imerica. Council was informed that advice would be sought from
the veterinary attache of the British Embassy in Buenos Aires
on the subject. In due course this and any other advice it
proved possible to obtain would be placed at Council's disposal.

21,57 27. HYDATID DISEASE

Council advised that farm managers be requested to have
the offal from all sheep slaughtered examined for the presence
of cysts and be asked to keep records to show the number of
sheep slaughtered and the number of cases in which cysts were
cbserved., The records would be subnitted to the Officer-in—
charge Agricuitural Department at quarterly intervals,

1095/11 28, _STANLEY COION iND DATRIES
2108

It was agreed that this subject, upon which it was under—
stood that the Development Gommittee had reported on the day
befcre the Council Meeting started, would be included in a
future agenda.



1 th Deeember 1970

PERSONAL AND CONPIDIIITIAL

I would be grateful if you would let me have,
on a personsal basis, your ideas regarding any
strengthening and/or modernising of the Colony
Govermment' s Meteorological Service which might
be necessary should an airfield be constructed
in the future in the ecolony for the operation
of an external air service,

Since in this sort of exercise the limita
within which one can work can be very wide if
undefined, I suggest that in approaching the
matter you bave as the objeotive the presentation
of a view of the minimum expansion/modernisation
of the met, service compatihle with flight
information and other relevant requirementa,

(3. A, Jomes)
Acting Governor

R. F. Johnson, Esq.
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CONFIDENTIAL

Ko. 167
25th June 1971
Addressed to Falkland Islands, Repeated to B.A,

For Goverror fromn Watte.

Adrfield Construction

Royal Engineers have exprecsed intercst in possibility
of being able to help and are at present studying available
documents, I am to discuss problem with them and this may
be next week, and hope I can then tellyou souething more
definite,

2 B.,A., Please show to Scott.
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CONFIDENTIAL

FRM: F.C.0. -
TO FALKIAND ISIANDS
REPEATED TQ BUINOS AIRES

PRIORITY

NO 170 OF 2/7/71
02154027 -

MY tEEiNo 167.

We have discusged informally with Royal Engineers, 0.D.A, and
Wainwright. Royal Engineers stated an interest in project and gave
us following summary of time-scale and method they would envisage,
This assumes MOD have been officlally approached and have stipulated
xcommitment ~ gcommit troops to this task. (Such a commitment would be subject to
operational and training requirements, and other aid tasks for which
R.E. assistance might be needed). :

2. We assumed for planning purposes, that what is required is an

air strip of approximately 4,500 feet in length oversll with & short
cross runway, This would be ....,.ed with a cement stabilized base and
bitumen surface dressing, Present reports indicate Pembroke area as
suitable but other possible sites accessible to Stanley could be looked
at on a preliminary reconnaissance,

3. Possible R,E. time-scale would be on following lines:

(i) preliminary recommaissance visit by one officer in July/August
of approxi.mate]y two weeks (or between Darwin sailings):

(11) Reconnaissance in greater detail by party of approximately two
officers and six men, of 6/8 weeks about four months later:

(iii) prepara.tlon of military engineering construction plan in London
teking about six months;

(iv) ectunl construction pooraxandoRsa
taking approx. 18 months.

4. Exdsting ccmnihnents and time ta.ken to mount progect of this size

_indicates that construction could not begin before 1972. (MOD wish to
emphasige that reconnaissance and further study of this project would
not indicate commitment to execute it.)

5. Construction party might be 250 officers and men. ..... Labour needs
uncertain but unlikely to be large. Party would provide own prefabricated
living quarters but would need local electricity and water.

6. See MIFT,
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CONFIDENTTIAL

FRAM : F.C.0.
TO: FALKTAND ISLANDS

No. 171
of 2 July 1971
0215457

BRIORITY

M.I.P.T. Airfield Construction.

Time scale may seem long but R.E. estimate is based on initial
examination of Wainwright and Peat Merwick's reports. It seems unlikely
that any U.K. based civilian route could down this timetable by much.
Indeed, assuming that civilisn firm would have to exploit labour and
hire shipping to transport equipment, their time scale could be longer.

_2. Nevertheless, Departments involved here will wish to consider all
aspects, including cost ss..s in employment of R.E. as compared with
employing civilian firm, Before civilian firms can be approached however
we require formmal request from F.I. Goverrment for assistance from aid
funds, You will no doubt put this in hand as soon as practicable and
send us advance advice by telegram. Moreover the sooner we have your
views, the sooner a preliminary reconnaissance could be mounted.

3. 0.D,A. and ourselves alsC ..... possibility of employing construction
firm from mainland presumably Argentine. There would of course be
objections in principle to using funds in this way: and we assume we are
right in thinking reference F.I. public opinion would wish to have

project carried out by British agencies, even if this means taking
somewhat longer., There would not however be the same objection to using
aid funds for purchase of material, e.g. cement from mainland if these
were cheaper and more quickly available, -

LJC : Cypher
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RESTRICTED

FRAM: PF.C.O.
TO: FALKIAND ISLANDS
REPEATED TO: B.A,

DIEDIATE
NO 173 OF 3 JULY 1971
0322392
FATKIAND ISIANDS / ARGENTINE COMMUNICATIONS
If it is suggested Falklanders will be dependent solely on the
Argentines for air communications, we will say unattributably that

size of airfield contemplated on Cape Pembroke will allow long ra.nge
aircraft to a variety of destlnatlons if necessgx

LIC : Cypher

RESTRICTED
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DEconE. 7

TELEGRAM SENT.

From GOVERNOR to SECRETARY OF STATE

Despatched : 9/7/71 Time : Received : Time :

No. 241
PRICRITY
CONFINENTIAT,
TO F.C.0.

ATRFIEL.D CONSTRICTICN.

Your telno 171, Time scale certainly does seem long and it will be
embarragsing politically if we have to rely on the Argentine Amphibian for
such a period. Also I should imagine Falkland Islands Company would be
fairly scathing about the lack of urgency if they hear details of the
proposed timeteble. I hope therefore that if documents initialled in B.A,
are ratified by all Govermments that a high priority can be placed on this
project,

2, Using a construction firm from the mainland would be unacceptable
politicelly and I would prefer that in the first instance we concentrated
on the Sappers.

LEWIS

LJC : Cypher
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COFILENTIAL

TRy F.Cu0.

TO: HInNOS AIRES

REPEATED TOs FALKIAND I0LANIEB

RO 28L OF & JULY 1971
D1HZ5%

YOUR TELNO A OF JULY 1351 AXRFIELD BRECUNHATDEALNCE,

Royal Engincera oonfirm that they oan send an officer (nrot necessarily
Colonel Robinaon) to arrive in B4, on August 9 and fiy by Albatross to Stanley
with lelrose and Argentine technical advisera on August 1. Une wosk would
prouably be X adequate for reconnaissance btut no less,

2, Grateful if you would make arrangements for Albotross £1lipht and confirm
g0 that Royal Engineers may make firm plans.

3« e agrece to your disoussing proposals in your telno L1k with Arpentines
on tiwe bhaais proposed.

1JG ¢ Cypher

CAFIDENDIAL

m/
/ /&f jﬂv/j/mw;// Vg j/wu / M
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CONFITENTIAL

FROM: FATKIAND ISLAMNDS
TO: F.C,Q.
EEEEATED TO B.A. .
PRICRITY
NO 267 :
YQURTELNOC ~2_8__l_y_ f) 77?
ATRFIELD RECONNAISSANCE
Gratefvl advise name of R.E. officer.

2, Also it would be useful to know full details of his brief. I
presume he is authorised to discuss possibility of emergency strip.

LJC : Cypher

CONFIDENTIAL

TTY



+3

 UNCIASSTIFIED

ROUTINE

TO GOVERNOR FALKTAND ISLANDS

WO 194 OF 30 JUIY

INFO BUENOS AIFES

BUENOS AIRES TEL 428: CQIMUNICATIONS

1. Royal Engineer officer for Airfield Survey will be Lt. Col.
Wheatley who will arrive Buenos Aires on on 8tk August. Wheatley

will signal precise ETA to Croker., His brief will be to make an
initial recomnaissance for a runway of 3,600 feet possibly extending to
4,000 feet. Wainwright agrees that a cross rurwey is not essential
provided radio communications between Stanley and the Argentine are
adequate.,

2. We made clear to Wheatley the distinction betwsen the airfield
for which ODA will assume responsibility and any temporary landing
site for the temporary air service which the Argentine officers will
be looking into.

3. Wheatley hopes to complete his recomnaissance in six deys but he
may need two or three days more. We hope that the return Albatross
flight can be delayed accordingly if necessary but if not Wheatley will
have to return in R S.. "Darwin'. Grateful if you will make
provisional booking for him,



GOVERNMENT TELEGRAPH SERVICE
FALKLAND ISLANDS

'z

SENT
WAP 15142—821 584578/730938 500 pds 12/68 Grp.782
Number Office of Origin Words Handed in ac Date

To

XOOREGR LTF PRODRME BURNCAATIES

Afe H, 0.
Now 80
31st July 1971

Time

4102 ADRESSED HGENGBATRS TEINO 80 Qi 31 JULY FEPEATED INFO FCO .

COILNICATI{NS o PCO 1Eih0 194 o THE MOVILINTS (F TUE DAJVIN ARZ SO

s

UNPREDICTABIE THAT & Y I HOPE R TURN FLIGIT OF ALBATHIGS CAN

BE DEIAYED YOR 40 OR ThRAE DAYS IF THI3 IS NLCESSARY FOR WAEATLEY 1O
CQRTETE T JUB SIS




UNCIASSIFIED

130 433 OF 2 AUGUST

FPRooM BAJOS AIRES TO PRIORITY FCO

IFO FALKIAITS

0221002

YOUR TIEC 1S4 TO RALXIANIS

PALKIANDS VISIT.

1. Subject to confirmation of errangements for sipnature of Yotes,
Argentines have arranged special flipht for Felldands party leaving
Buenos Aires at 1300 hours (local) on Sunday 8 August for Comodore therefore
easential thet Wheotley should avrive here an 7 Auguste.

2. Your para J may vwell Te difficulty here in delaying second flizht of

Albatrons,

PATERS

LIC ¢ F/L




UNCIASSIFIED

NO 298 QF 3 AUGUST

TO0 PRIORITY BURNOS AIRS

INFO FALKLAND ISLANDS

0312002 475 %)

YOUR TEINOG 433 OF 2 AUGUST,
-

FALKIANDG VIGIT.

Owing to o ther prior cemnitrents and to preparatory work for Airfield
Survey Wheatley will not repeat not be able to arvive Buenos Aires before
Sunday 8 August. He is wadt-listed for flight AR133 Eia Q950 bours 8§ Augzust
and also booked on Parhn 203 fron New York ETA 0905 hours 8 August., Actual

flight details will be telegraphed when kmown,

Ljc

P/



Ne. 302

4th August 1971

Fram F.G, 0, UNCIASSIFIED IMMEDIATE to Buenos Aires, Infor, Routine
Falkland Islends.

Yourtelno 436 of 3 August Falklands viszit.

Despite delay in Albatross flight to Stanley Wheatly will still arrive
Buenos Aires on 8 August,

2. Royal Engineers emphasise that a rinimum of six days is required for
the airfield becce and since Darwin may possibly have sailed before recce
is finished they ask for confimmation that retwn Albatross f1light from
Stanley will not repeat not te before 18 August.
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CONFIDENTIAL

HGP 21/3

Reference

i I WATT'S OFFICE, 11 AM ON FRIDAY 30 JUuLY

In gl

RECORD OF MEETING HEL

. .3
Present: I I Wabt - ATOD FCO
It Col Pilkington RE MOD 7
1t Col Vheatley RE ¥0OD I
itajor Sugden RE 0D v |
I Wainwright DTT |
¥r Gordon ODA 1;
¥r Ling LAD FCO i
Mr Xinnear AIOD FCO

FALXLAND ISLANDS ATRFIRLD CONSTRUCTION {

1. Mr Watt explained that the purpose of the meeting was to discuss
administrative arrangements necessary for the preliminary reconnaiss-
ance which would be carried out by Col Vheatley, Major Sugden thougnht
that it might be necessary for the recomaissance to be extended af'ter
16 August, the date when it was expected that the Albatross azirereft
would fly the Argentines back to the mainland. Nr Watt agreed that,
if the reconnaissange could not be completed by the time the Albatross
returned, Col Wneatley could travel in RMS Darwin, '

Mr Ling explained to Col Wheatley the undertaking, 2s a result of
the recent communications talks in Buenos Aires, by HMG to build an
airfield in the Falklands. He said that, as the Argentines were not
anxious to operate the temporary air service by means of Albatross
flying boats for very long, they wished to have a temporary landing
ground in the Falklands so that the air service could be operated by
light aireraft such as Twin Otters until the main landing ground was
completed, (ol ley asked what aircreft were concerned with the
air service and what he should say to the Argentine engineers regarding
the length of the main runwey. Mr Ling said that Twin Otters and
Tokker Friendshiv ailrveralt from the Argentine would use the landing
ground while it should 2lso be suiteble for the operation of HS 748
aircraft from llonievideo or elsevhere. MNr Wainwright said that,
providing the load facbor was reduced, a runway 3,600 £t Jonz would be
adequate for the operations envisaged. Mr Watt said that the con-
struotion of & temporary landing strip was a separate matter, It was
the Argentines who wanted it and whether this temporary strip might
be oonstructed by the Argentines had not yet been settled. Col Yheathy
peinted out that it would be an advantage in the construction of the
main landing greund if a temporary strip was available for the flying
in of urgently required materials and for casualty evacuation, He
said that he understood his main task +to be a recomnaissance for a
X@ross runway and his secondary task to be & reconnaissance together
with the Argentine Air Force officers of a temporary landing strip.
Mr Vatt oonfirmed that a main runway of from 3,600 to 4,000 £t in
length will be required and that a cross runway was not essential,

Mr Wainwrisht confirmed that a ruawvay with a LCN of 15 would be
adequate for the weignt of aircraft likely to use it.

.
Theatl

——

S S ———

Mr Gordon said that it would be necessary to ask civilian con-
they were interested in tendering for the

L,

3.
tracting firms whether
construction of the airdield out this would not be done until

Col Vheatley's reiovt wes received, In regard to payment for the cost
of the prelimincwy »- was agreed that the ®nance
Departments or % : discuss the matter,
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RECORD OF MEBTING HELD IN ¥R I WATT'S OFFICE, 11 AM ON FRIDAY 30 JULY

ATOD FCO

Present:; ir I Watt
+t Col Pilkington RE MOD
Lt Col VWheatley RE MGOD
Major Sugden RE MOD
Lr Wainwright DTI
Iir Gordon 0DA
Y¥r Ling LAD FCO
Mr Xinnear ATOD FCO

FATKLAND ISLANDS AIRFIELD CONSTRUCTION

1. ¥r Watt explained that the purpose of the meeting was to discuss
administrative arrangements necessary for the preliminary reconnaiss—
ance which would be carried out by Col Wheatley. Major Sugden thnough
that it might be necessary for the recomnaissance to be extended afte:
16 August, the date when it was expected that the Albatross aircraft

would fly the Argentines back to the mainland. Mr Watt agreed that,

if the reconnaissanoce could not be completed by the time the Albatros:

returned, Col ¥heatley could travel in RMS Darwin.
2. Mr Ling explained to Gol Vheatley the undertsking, as a result of

the recent communications talks in Buenos Aires, by HMG to build an
airfield in the Falklands. He said that, as the Argentines were not
anxious to operate the temporary air service by means of Albatross
flying boats for very long, they wished to have a temporary landing
ground in the Felklands so that the air service could be operated by
light aireraft such as Twin Otters until the main landing ground was
completed. Col Wheatley asked what aircraft were concerned with the
air service and vhat he should say to the Argentine engineers regardir
the length of the main runway., Mr Ling said that Twin Otters and
Fokker Friendship aireraft from ' - “rgentine would use the landing
ground while it should also be :'. "able for the operation of HS 7.8
aircraft from Montevidzo or el:awhere, Mr YWainwright said that,
providing tne load factor w:ous reduced, a runway 3,000 £t ]Jong would be
adequate for the oreraztions envisaged, Mr Watt said that the con-
struction of & tempcrary landing strip was a separate matter. It was
the Argentines who wenied it and whether this temporary strip might
be constructed by the Argentines had not yet been settled, Col Vheath
pointed out that it would be an advantage in the construction of the
main landing ground if e temporary strip was available for the flying
in of urgently recuired materials and for ocasualty evacuation, He
said that he understocd his main task to be a reconnaissance for a
fcross rumvay and his secondary task to be a reconnaissance together
with the Argentine Air Foree officers of a temporary’landing strip,
Mr Wett confirmed that a main runway of from 3,600 to 4,000 ft in
length will be required and that a oross runway was not essential,

Mr Wainwright confirmed that a runway with a LCN of 15 would be
adequate for the weight of aireraft likely to use it,

3, Mr Gordon seid that i%t would be necessary to ask civilian con-
tracting firms whether they were interested in tendering for the
construction of the airfield but this would not be done until

Col Wheatley's report was received. In regard to payment for the cos
of the preliminary reconnaissence, it was agreed that the Finance
Departments of the MOD and CDA would discuss the matter,

ocs; Chanceries: . =
Buenos Aires
Montevideo -
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COrFITITIINL

"o 223 OF 16 Sephember 1271

priority

1614402 Received 18+th Septerber

To Falkland Islands

From 2, C.0.

nepeated to B, 4,

Ny teluo .«_22- Construction of Airfields.

1.  Althouzh Theatley has not completed his full repoxt (72 hours
mentioned in your tedno 209 referred only o ini G“_a]_ findings) ICD

have givea vs indication depending main rreliminaiy findings mi J3
iwve of their provisional ideas,

2, lain preliminery finding, Cepe Pembroke is best site. 4,000 ft
rurway will take approximat elv 20 months to build. Consitriciicrn party
would be 120 all rank Royal Engincers plus 50 civilien le bm;‘ to he
inported presumatly from Chile., New specificetion for i Is 5 inches
cenent bound gramilor base on 5 inches macodom @
bitumen surface Junring. Unless Toyal Znginecrs
can be housed in a woored ship hutted camps sy e bul
services and civilian lsbour 11-vo'1v;r_c building pavgy of 60 all ranks
for some three months, Leave corgo vessels required to positiorn stores
Yox camp construction; ore Ar two 10,_/190.-.(, 1=..nulno ships vo position
and recover plent and equipment, F .7 gir 1ifis reguired to position
and recover lrogps znd change them over at six wonihly dntervals.
Pereules sortie monthly to Argentin and bi-weokl Findover {1i ht
Argentine/Talkland Islands essential for roulinc re~sipily.

o

+ or corruotion
of 2 weekly

2, 1D provisionsl ideas. ALrmy ave currently discussing the implicatlons
of accepting commitment recommending other services. IT task is

acceplbable in princinle next staze would be detailcd recommeissance referied
to in pave 3 (ii) of my telno 170. Ar:rw are eanvuidle meking nrovisional
(repeat provisional) vlens for this as in folloving paragrapb.

i eeses Tecomaissance would be mde by one oflicer and Tive olher
ranks, plus one officer who would visit B.... to exendine aveilaidlZyy of
certein svores e, cemend, Te r’cy would fly Yo B.i. TLTLAL Tovenber 1,
to Comodoro Rivadavia on 1Jth and to Port Stanley on 16th, Teuty

world lesve FPort Stand eJ for Concloro Rivadavia uﬂd R, 4e o December
1ith., FPariy will require 500 to 600 pounds of 7"8'\V‘_y' equirnent and 10D
hope 0 book it in Biscoe sailing U.¥. rid Cctober 7L T.:, Stanley
Movember 14th, '

E. 10D would be greteful if you will meanwvhile maoke orovisional
arrangements for accommodation either at hotzl or with Royal lawires,
T local casual labourers will also be required. Grateful you arran_e
this provisicnally,

6. Theetley has tolé us Degan Lob vho led argentine survey tean to

T T. lest month made him verbal offer of free alir transport for
recomaissance varty each woy between B.i. and Stanley to mset schedules
in para & of report, and that l'elrose knows of offer. Thile 10D
understood glad to accept transports on that ... Ual‘by' g task is
clearly messures vith an obligation assumed by IL1.G., in which Cabi
should bear cost, Unless Embassy see objecticn, gratcful if they woulad
seek corfimetion from Argentine avnthorities ﬁ‘nat it is still
convenient for them to provide transport but point oui that for reason
above we would prefer to make reimbursement at epvrovriate rates,

7. See X I FT

COMTTIRITTTAT,
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CONFIDENTTIAL

To. 224 Of 16 September 1971

PRICTITY
1610402

To Falkland Islands

Trom FCO

Reprated to B.A.

TIFT: Construction of Airfields.

L

1,  Even from sumpary of Wheatley!s preliminayy findings it will be
clear to you that o pexmanent sirfield will make heavy demsnds on all

3 services for men, ecuinmsnt, lozistic support and time. inother

month will be necessary to asscss lnplications in full; ené in any
evernt it wlill be necessary %o make detailled 1‘eoonne_'1.ss'=ﬂce before a

final decision can be taken on whether Royal Incinsers can undertlale

construction, At that point ..... will realizc operetionsl implications

of tyingz up men and equipment for =o long at such distance from ALeny's
main areas of deployment will have o be asseszsed. !Tevertheless 1t is
a sign of Hoyal Engineecrs interest 4hat they are making provisioral
plans for detailed reconnaissance on lines in ITT7,

2. Ve must thus recognise that other considerations nay rule out even
deteiled reconnaissance; and trat even if it Is rade 1o"ﬂ1 Zngineers may
eventually not be able fo do eonstruction. TTe ave therefors keeping
vell in mind tkat it may piové necesssry to turn to civil engineering
firm for design eic and for construction. 3Should tihis become necess=ry
vhatever preliminsry work that will heve DLeen done by Soyal Zngineers
will be made available to them snd time vwill not hzve been vasted.

3. l'zanwhile we shoulé be grateful for your vievis on arzentine
sugcestion for building tewporary airfield in B.-. %elno 91 to yow
Our present views at official level are:-
(i) in view of operational difficulties already agply demonstrated
we con not expect Argentines bo maintsin an arphibian serwvice
for 2 plus yeawrs required to build a permanent sirfield,

(ii) construction of a temporary air strip should be regarded as
a necesssry precticel conseyuence of Lrgentine's comnltment
to meintain a regu 1ar air service under B.i. Agreement which
P.I. Goverament and vwblic opinion gernerally welcome

(iii) We should therefore agree that Argentines should build a
temporary air striy, and offer them every facility

e

b}

(iv) that necessary arranpgements shoul@ be fommeliged by a fur
Zrchange of Notes referring to Agresement of August Sth.

I You will no doubt wish to consult your BxCo in due course but
(especially with your telro 312 in mind) we think that it would be
better to defer such consultatior until, hopefully, irry may have
reached a fim decision about detailed rec,onﬂ'a:l.u‘sance when you would
be able to infom the DxCo of treir plans.

CAOTIIENTTIAL

1JC : Cypher



CONPIDENTIAL

o, 326 of 20 September 1971

PRIORITY,

70 I'CO EFRATED PRIORISY TO B.A.

TFROL FallalD ISLANTS
COIBTROCTICH OF AIRFPIELD

AYy> ¢ A9
YOIR TSINOS 223 AKD 22L.

—

This is all most encouraging and we will make provisional arrancements
to receive Royal Engineers recce perty in November,

2. In regard to the building of temporary airfield I am stronsly of view
that for the reasons mentioned in your telegrsm and for other considerstions
we should agree to the Argentines buildinz the strip. The nroblewn is trying
to versuage BxCo at a time when the elected members (and notential candidates)
in particular are preparing to fece the test of public opinion at Zlections.
In view of these attitudes I will defer final consultation asz you sugrest
until we know Army's final decision on detniled recce.

bR The ¥, I.C. has a major interest in ensuring that a regular air service
starts as early as possible and I have convinced acting Coloniel Mansger of
need for terporary strip. It would be a kelp if you coulé inform ‘aldron and
liitchell of the position so that vie can heve their support., = word on the
telephone from either of them %o the Hon. Barton would hrelp to erode his

opposition at a time when I am leanming on him hard,

1JC : Cypher

CONFIDTIAL
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RISTICTID

PRIORITY f % 4
To 507 of 23 September Ay
Following from B, A, \// 4 t? /
0 F.C.0. and to F.I.

Cun,
Tour telmo 223, to F.Iz Airfields,

Head of Chancery called yesterday on Head of "lalvinas" Department of
Mo Ay and wes assursd that we would have a ..... to our query aboui the
Albatross flights for Royal “ngineer reconnaissance party to and from Port
Stanley., Izaguirre believed there should be no difficulvy mfx for Argentine
Lir TPorce,

2. Irzapuirre said the Argentines had now heard that amount of planking
vhich they would propose t0 use for a terporary ailr strdip, should it be
agreed thalb they construet it, was available in T.3. but thot it would
require four months between placing the orisr ang delivery in Argentina,
Cost would be one million (ore million) U,S. dollars. Zzaguirre underlined
the iuporbance of +timwe factor claiming that if a decislon wers nol taken
fairly soon there wvould be no time to camlete the zir sitrin Lefore the
oanset of F.I. winter made conditiong impossinle and thersifore virtually 12
months would be missed. (see para 2 of wy telne 91 o I.71.; Te said that
despite the cnst, which sgened even more daunting in the light of current )
Lrgentine economic sitvation, Argentine air “orce were prep2red to po ahead
with the construction if asized, Cnce perenent air field were 1in cperation
they would propose to xeFay?eluminiun ferporary strip inl ararbio (eee..
Tslend) in future,

Fa See I'TFT.

HESTRICTED

IJC ¢+ Cyoher
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"0 252 of 12 Cctober 1971
-H--v—(\'ﬁ'v*rv1-r

i
.‘.1 ! 21_1

TO GOVR

RS A P A ]

or
T0 B, A,
£57
245 AITIELD

e bave now discussed Theatley!s oD
recain willing for "‘o_,r.-l 1"1""1!‘&(‘:F‘Z‘b to can_y oab de':.;:)._lh“ recee "-13.1111.:-:1
but o not, in view of sumy's other heavy hern
Ircland, feel avle to eccept a commiteent for '-o'ral Ly s to construct
airfield. Cur view at officiel level is (ot in these clircumstencss 14
vould be wrong to expect Aray to tuke on a task which can be equally well
done by <ivil contractors, and that we should make best possible arrangswents
eceoraingly.

2. Royal Engineers would however if et all possibl to be assoclated
with managemert of construction. Cne possibiliyy are examining
would be for,them to act as consultunts, toge Lre‘r* with f2o= vio ar

resy or.sdvln/ Sroviding professional advice

to T on pdirmfield paverents,

and who will in any c:a'se be closely concerned vith consuliont and managerisl
gpects, Lt is possible detailed recce party will inclule one or more

representatives of ‘)epa.rlmbm: of Tavirovment as well zs of

"oyal Enginesrs.

3. Ve realise Arny's 11am71».y %o spare Sazpners to o consbruction vork
Wey cause some loca 1 d:'.sa_; yooinkment Lut ve ave surs fhwlh you and In due
course public opindon vidll zecngnise that curl'-e;'.-".: demencs on Brikish srmy
including Royal uugineers s o151 ]| oks aXeus) LG2 nearly
tuo years to a task which can be done by
L. ALove is abt preseat for iaformation of yours2ll ~nd your senior
of ficinls, Y& hove to confimnm arrangemerts for deiailed recce [arty notd
weels,
I5C ¢« Cypher

COTIDIN AT,
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CONFIDIENTIAL

Ho. 350 of 14 October 1971
Immediate to FCO
Repeated Priority to B.A.

Your telno 252: airfield

\hile I understand the Ammy's problems particularly in
respect of Northern Ireland and appreciate Royal Lngineers'
desire to be associated with civilian executed project there
will be disappointment here at such a decision. There will
be reluctance also to accept the view that task can be quote
equally well done unquote by civil contractors, while the implications
of the employment of imported civilian labout are serious. In
fact I myself find it difficult to see how civil contractors
will be able to meet the timetable laid dovm for the Sappers
vhich politically was only Jjust tolerable. The decision will
have an adverse effect on my chances of convinecing Ixlo of
the need for a temporary fileld.

2. In view of the foregoing and the eff'ect the decision mzy
have on our relations with the Argentine I hope that iinisters

will have been consulted before T am asked to indowr: “xCo of
any decision reached by H.ILG.

IJC : Cypher

CONFIDENTIAL



CVFIDENTIAL

No 525 of 13 October 1971

ROUTINE
1316457

Froem B.A, to F.C.0.
Reptd to F.I. , .
s|loe .

Iou.r telm 21}6 to FIII ] c.PIA-. Visit-

Question of Albatross flights to lif't R.E. recce party to Port
Stanley on November 16 and return December 1. was put to Izaguirre on
September 22, His first reaction was that there would be no difficulty
and he undertook to seek agreement of Argentine Air Force. We have not
yet received confirmation about these flights but when I met him on October
6 Izaguirre gave me the impression that they would be agreeable, We
would prefer not to press Argentines for s» a firm answer until decision
about reoce party's wisit 1S sseee seees ss.es 2 We believe that no other

|\ amphibian flights ane contemplated before the end of the year when it is

i\ proposed to introduce a regular service, In a recent conversation with

\ jthe Head of ....e Balcarce let slip that what Argentines now secemed to be
{J considering was a twice monthly service to R I. s.

b

L‘IO 1 Cypher

; CONFIIERTIAL



CONFIDENTIAL

No 533 of 19 October 1971

PRIORITY
1520252

FROM B.A, TO F.G.0.

s /ﬁ o
MY TEINO 52_5_._‘.9{’(” 40/%

ATRFIELD.

eeeas HAVE T(DAY ,.... THAT Argentine Air Force would be prepared to
arrange Albatross flights to lift airfield recce party to Port Stanley on
November 16 and return on or about December 14, The cost to H.M.G, of each
flight would be 20,000 new pesos (on today's quotation this would equal
£980 (£980) but pesos value is at present declining sharply on floating
"finaneial rate",

LJC : Cypher

CONFIDENTTAL



CONFIDENTTAL
No 257 of 20 October 4 / .
PRIORITY )

2010552
TO GOVERNOR FALKIANDS
REPTD TO B.A.

(62

MY TEINO 252.

—_—

Detailed recce party now proposes to travel to B.A. on November 13 rady
to fly to Stanley in amphibian November l6th.

2. Grateful you arrange accommodation,

3. Embassy B.A. should now accept offer of amphibian flight as in their
telno 533 and make arrangements for accammodation and for transport to
Comodoro Rivadavia.

4. Names of party will follow.

LJC & Cypher

CONFIDENTIAL
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TO ALLL MEMBERS OF IEGCO AND EXCO 21 October 1971

I have had telegraphic advice from London that the
party of Royal Engineers selected to cerry cut the
detailed survey of the main airfield at Cape Pembroke
will arrive in Stanley by Argentine amphibian on
November 16th,

On the return flight on the same day the amphibian
will take out the C.P.A., delegation,

(E. G. Lewis)



e Sy i, Toud N

NEIS _IETTER ITEM i

CONSTRUCTION OF MATN ATRFPTEID AT CAPE PEIBROKE iy g

It is understood from offieial scurces that a party
of Royal Engineers comprising one Officer and 5 other ranks
will arrive in Stanley by Argentine Amphibian on Hovember 16th.
It is expected that the party will be in Stanley for ebout a
month. While here the Sappers will carxy out deteiled surveys
on the site, the results of which will enable det,iled plans
end specifications for the field to be prepared.

As this work is part of H.M. Government's commitment
to build the main field the cost of this special Amphibian
flight will be borne by the British Government,

In the meantime 600 1lbs of equipment necessary to
ensble the Survey to be carrlied cut has been shipped on the
RRS John Biscoe scheduled to arrive in Stanley on the 17th

November,

21.10.71,
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RECORD OF MEETING HELD IN MR I WATT'S OFFICE, 11 AM ON FRIDAY 30 JULY

Present: Mr I Watt : ATOD FCO
Lt Col Pilkington RE MOD
It Col Vheatley RE MOD
Lajor Sugden RE : MOD
¥r Wainwright - DTT
¥r Gordon ODA
M1 Ling LAD FCO
Mr Kinngar ATOD FGO

FALKLAND ISLANDS AIRFIELD CONSTRUCTIOCN

1. Mr Viett explained that the purpose of the meeting was to discuss
administrative arrangements necessary for the preliminary reconnaiss-
ance which would be carried out by Col Vheatlsy. Major Sugden thought
that it might be necessary for the recomnaissance 1o be extended aftei
16 August, the date when it was expected that the Albatross aircraft
would 1y the #Argentines back to the mainland. Mr Watt agreed that,
if the reconnaissancge could not be completed by the time the Albatiross
returned, Col Yheatley could travel in RMS Darwin.

2, Mr Lineg explained to Col Wheatley the underteking, as a result of

the recent communications talks in Buencs Aires, by HMG to build an
airfield in the Falklands. He said that, as the Argentines were noct
anxious to operate the temporary air service by means of Albatross
flying boats for very long, they wished to have a temporary landing
ground in the Falklands so that the air service could be operated by
light aireraft such as Twin Otters until the mein landing ground was
completed. Co'_ipeqtlel asked what aircraft were concerned with the
air service and what he should say to the Argentine engineers regardir
the length of the main runway, JMr Ling seid that Twin Otters and
Tokker Friendship aircraft from the Argentine would use the landing
ground while it should also be suitable for the operation of HS 748
aircraft from lMontevideo or elsewhere. Mr Vainwright said that,
providing the load factor was reduced, & runway 3,000 ft long would ba
adequate for the operctions envisaged, Mr Watt said that the con-
struction of & temporary landing strip was a separate matter., It was
the Argentines who wanted it and whether this temporery strip might
be constructed by the Argentines had not yet been settled, Col Vheatk
pointed out that it would be an advantage in the construction of the
main landing ground if a temporary strip was available for the flying
in of urgently required materiels and for casualty evacuation, He
said that he understood his main task to be a reconnaissance for a
A@ross runway and his secondary task to be a reconnaissance together
with the Argentine Air Force of'ficers of a temporary landing strip,
Ur Watt confirmed that a main runway of from 3, 600 to L,000 ft in
langth will be required and that a eross runway was not essential,

Mr Wainwright confirmed that a runway with a LCN of 15 would be
adequate for the weight of aircraft likely to use it,

i g Mr Gordon said that it would be necessary to ask civilian con-
tracting firms whether they were interested in tendering for the
oonstruction of the airiield but this would not be done until

Col Vheatley's revort was received. In regard to payment for the cos
of the preliminary reconnaissance, it was egreed that the Finance
Departments of the MOD and ODA would discuss the matter,

ocs: Chanceries: = -
Busnos Aires "
© Montevideo oD 7377
| 864 500M 2/71 GM 16432
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ATIRFIEID SURVEY ON FALKLANIB

It has been a busy week in the Falkland Islands with the arrival
on the 1lth August by Argentine amphibious Air Force plane of a
technical mission to study some of the problems involved in the
introduction of an interim air secrvice and the construction of the
main field,

The team was headed by Group Captain Helrose, Air Attache at the

Lieutenant
British Embassy, Buenos Aires, and included/Colonel Vheatley from the
Royal Engineers, the latter's main task being to lock over the
problems involved including the formidable one of logistiecs in
building the main airfield. From informed scurces it is understood
that Colonel Wheatley, due to the lack of any better altermative,
has come down in favour of a site in Cape Pembroke a few miles north
and to the east of Stanley.

The Argentine members of the mission headed by Vicecomodoro
Degan Lob have, with the assistance of Group Captain Kelrose, been
looking for a temporary asite pending the completion of the main field
as it has became increasingly clear that for the type of interim
servioe envisaged, the amphibian is not the most suitable of aircraft.
It is underatood, again froam the same well informed source, that a
asite suiteble for a temporary strip has been found at Hooker's Point
lying between Stanley and the location of the proposed main field.

The Governor, Mr. E. G. Lewis, has praised all in the Islands for

the way they have co-operated to ensure that the technical mission

could carry out its tasks within the tight deadline involved.
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CIVIL LABCOUR

%ill approval be given for the employment of up to 50 Argentine
or Chilean labourers on the permanent aerodrome constructien? At
present the local trade union opposes the proposals It is hoped that
this oppostion might possibly be withdrawn in due course; but in the
mean while planning and thus financial approval could be held up.

Tha trade union opposition is not based on purely economic grounds,
as virtually no loeal labour is available and the eonditions proposed
for agreement (see paragraph below) are reasonable. It is probably
a political decision with en economic background, baged on the
familiar 0ld slogan "Keep the Falkland Islands British;" the trade

union opposition extends to an Argentine Army or Air Force unit

building a temmorary rurvmy.



€4
® GOVERNMENT TELEGRAPH SERVICE

FALKLAND ISLANDS

SENT

Number Office of Origin Words Handed in at Date

L PLATVRIOTE UROTAE BOTAND

&fec K.,

Hice 29

27 sumet L7L

ALDF D POO TUII0 29, 0F 27 AGRICT o VIDITS ISOWL ™0 ATIEY o 1
VLIS B CRAAPUL I¥ 0.0 WD COIVEY 70 WU (ARY) LY T 58 FR TR
FEITIORALY SURNGEY VORE OLRRDD (UT BY O WIEAL Y & B0 LI ROSURD
INERTIEE TN OSHE ISLAKI0 BY RIS AVICHNGY A0 INE RUE . LITIL

Time




<SS

CORFIDENTIAL

Now 206 & AUGUST 27

PRIORITY

271101z

TO B3% FALKIAND ISIANIS

it FOO

EEFEATSD TO BUENOS AXTES

SAVING 1O MONTEVIIEO
Your telno 283, 234 end 265.
Communications.

1, Your acccunt of ourrent attitudes af'ter Arpgentine visit is moat useful
if wildiy disheartening. ¥e anpreciste that pre~election ternsions were
bound to encourapge lunacy frings and that more suspicion and irpressionsble
elementa In Stanley cannot be prevented from glving their ancient prejudices
an airing,. You have of course full authnrity to make olvur in whiohever
woys you think best that H,M, G intend to fulfil comlinvent to ensure that
an adequate rurmmay is built, to dlstinguish sessses comnliiment from whatever
tamorary strip may be agreed to enable Argentines to fulfil their wunder-
taicing to provide air services in the interim,

2. Vs ghall certainly try to get the necessarxy deciaions taken here aa
rasidly as practicable, Iul untll Colonel Wheatley's zeport has been
reccived and studiied we cannot begin sericue discussions either with Armgy
suthorities or with eivil engineerming professional bodies, Healiss that
locul opinion would greatly prefer Royal “ngincers to 6o this job but as we
have pade elear all along wo end BOD st cast priorily of validard lalands
task (which could tie up one regiment in a rerote ploce for ncerly teo yeara)
aspinst other operational and training (including oiher iCU) rsquirerents.

3. 4= regards shipping we have in tlw past few days Leen in contact with
FiC. Valdron is conocernod leat apparent delays in establishment of shipping
scrvicea may be due to reluctance on the part of your Livoutive Council to
eccent proposals as regards the "Forrest® made in our telno 1d7. Secretary
coniizmed that after withdrawel of the "Darwin" at the end of this year,
MAEIGY will carry out shuttle services between Svaniey and mainland to meet
passenger oete, demands and will also if negessary take passengers to Mar del
Plata en route to UK, Supplies of Avgas, fresh fruit if need be can also be
oarvicd on shuttle runa.

L. Ye expect Sloggie to call here early September, will be glad to disguas
thess and any other aspects of shipping services which you sugiest with him.
Tie would be grateful tfor yow advice,

5. On Article 7 of Buenos Aires Agreement we stand by ocur eamitment to
arrange for a regular shipping scrvice but bave ncver intervreted this aa
binding us or FIC to providing scrvices whigh locel demana Goes not justify,
tieithor would we expect Argentines to run a weckl; air service as im atrictly
recuired undsr Artiocle 8 should this in proctice prove unnsce:zsary. Ve

should be glad of kZmbassy's cannents on paragraph 2 of your telns 285 although
we should nmot wiah the point 4o be raiged spocifiocally with Argentines at
preasnt,

LJC 1 Cypher

OGNFIDZN{TAL
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CONFIDENTIAL
PRIORITY
TC FCO
TEINO 299 OF 31 AUGUST 1971
REEATID ROUTINE TO B.A., AND SAVING TO MONTEVIDEO

COMUNICATICNS

Your telno 206. I am not taking present attitudes too mericusly
as I expected sowething like this in the run up to the Elections,

2., I fully realise the problem of prioritias but as Colonel Wheatley

was under instructions to submlt his written report within 72 hours of

arrival back in the U.K., I considered you should have the background as
to what happened at this end.

3. I have no particular problems for Sloggie. He is no doubt aware

that ExCo do not think much of the proposals made by the Company for

the "Forrest" as conveyed in your telno 187. On the face of it the
Carpany geta a great deal and puts in very little. Apart from purely
camercial aspects there is a social service element in the operation

of the "Forrest" to the smaller islands end isclated camp and I have to
take into account that at times I need the "Forrest" in a stand-by position
for Defence or Air Sea Rescue work. I am working on these problems and
will have another go at ExCo shortly.

LEWIS

IJC ¢t Cypher

COFIDENTIAL
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No. 278 of )4 November 1971 /
PRIORTTY
0418207

TO FALKIAND ISLANDS
REFEATED TO B.A,

YQUR TEINO 350: AIRFIELD
-r—"'-'—
1. ssees S have consulted and have confirmed that in present chrcumstances

there can be no question of expecting Royal Engineers to undertake construction.
For your own information, situation in Northern Ireland makes it quite

impossible for R.E.s to be cammitted to this taslk,

2. 0.D,A. have therefore appointed Rendel, Palmer and Tritton, the well
known firm of consulting engineers who have worked in Brazil and Chile, to
undertake design study. Since they will in all probability be concerned with
supervision of construction work, it is essential that they make their own
investigation on site, which means that no detailed recce m will now be carried

out by R,E, s.

3. The firm propdses to send a party of six to carry out design study on same
dates, and by same routes as was provisionally arranged for R.E., i.,e. leaving
Britain on November 13 for B,A. and travelling to Port Stanley by amphibian

as proposed in B.A. telno 533.

L4+ Names of party are as follows:

F'J Warren, Senior Engineer:
SN Lovegrove, senee Engineer:
»\ Hstwell and Smith, Civil Engineers:
| & Cross, Assistant Engineer:
Boustad, Surveyor,
G—ra-. Eﬂ"’sh«?ﬁ,\d 4
5. Grateful you make whatever further accommodation arrangements may be

required,

6. ' You may inform ExCo. If members express disappointment about Royal
Engineers' inability to do this task you should remind them that, from the
first, this has been no more than a peossibility and that Wheatley's initial
recce was made without any comitment as to their further participation. You
may certainly say that present and foreseeable demands on British Army
including R.E.s make it impossible for them to participate but you sheotild
not refer specifieally to Northern ITreland as main reasom.

Ta I also hope that, when you have informed ExCo of appointment of consulting
engineers, they will acknowledge desirability of giving Argentines firm
decision as to temporary air strip. You will now have seen B,A. telno 547 to
me and we hope that you can emable deadline of November 15th to be met.

8. Grateful if you will inform H.M. Ambassador in B.A, as soon as you have
consulted ExCo so that he may then inform Argentines of appointment of consulting
engineers, There appears no need for any explanation to Argentines of non-

/ participation of R.E.s and all that need be said is that in all circumstances

this is & task best carried out by civilian consultents.

S. Separate telegram follows with terms of reference.

CONFIDENTIAL

LJC : Cypher
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¢ /%///r TELEGRAM SENT.
From SECRETARY OF STATE to GOVERNOR
Despatehed: 5.11,71 Time: 1610 Received : S.11.71 Time!:

En Clair FM FCO 051355Z Unclasaified to Pfiority Governor Falkland Islands
telno 279 of 5/11 Information Priority Buenos Aires. My telegram 278 (9€g;w
\

e L

Airfield. §

1. Grateful if you end HM Embassy will take following action as
appropriate to facilitate and assist Rendel, Palmer and Tritton (RPT)

team.

2. On arrival at Buenos Aires (Flight number to be confirmed later)
meet facilitate with customs arrange accommodation and onward flight
to connect with departure point of Amphibian. EFEach memf party pro-
poses to carry total of 80 1lbs weight of kit and equipment. RPT
would like early confirmation that this is acceptable for Amphibian,
and if not, what range of weight ia acceptable.

%, RPP will be grateful if following can be ensured during total
period in Falklands:

{ (a) Three land rovers preferably with driversj
~ (b) TUp to eight labourers;

7 (e) Loan of windproof jackets, gum boots, waders, etc.
from BAS or RM Detachment;

H (@) Centrifugal pump for wash boring preferably two
ineh;

J/ (e) Use of PWD JCB excavators

U (£) Forty gallon drums for water storage;

“ (g) Store for soil and survey equipment;

[ (n) Accommodation for three ten inch by four inch
plotting tables with good lighting, two boards

and T gquares}

ﬂ) (i) Room with solid work bench and water supply to
basin for spoils testing work ¥ A

4., BRPT wish to know before departure on 13th November if following is
available in Stanley (8) BS sieves in good condition numbers and sizes
(88) Special road o0il for wet sand mix (iii) Automatic voltage recorder:

5. RPT will be grateful for help of commercial section of Embassy
for enquiriea into availability and prices of conatructions mnterials
in Argentina and for introductions to Argentine aireraft operators

DOUGLAS-HOME

2 . Fs o
Bl b ht o foie 4o Lot

“
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CONFIDENTIAL

TEINO 385 TO B.A.

INMEDIATE

FEPEATED TC PRIORITY FCO

AIRFIELD

FCO TEINQ 278 Q)g""&
g,

ExCo informed of appointment of consulting engineers.

LEWIS

CONFIDENTTAL

)
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No, 280 of 5 November 1971

RAOUTINE
0513502

TO GOVERNOR FALKIANDS
REPFATED TO B,A.

4

esess TERMS OF REFERENCE OF CONSULTANTS:

MY TELNO 27

(i) to investigate Pembroke site t0 ..... suitability for operation
BY F see, HS 748 and other suitable aircraft to permit ..... flight as
part of Stanley and Argentine air fields, as well as between Stanley and
Punta Arenas, and Stanley and Montevideo should latter be required.,

(ii) to estimate costs of construction of an airfield of minimiim
length of 3,600 feet with clear way in detail bearing in mind possible
desirability of a mumber of feet length

(iii) to prepare s.... of suitable contractors for construction work
bearing in mind scercity of local labour

(iv) to collect and ..... technical and other data to enable final
enses design to be coampleted in London

(v) to submit a report by March 30 1972

IJE : Cypher

RESTRICTED
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l GOVERNMENT ANNOUNCEMENT = CAPE PEMBROKE ATRFIELD

Infsrmation has been received of the appointment of
the firm of Rendﬂ.'l.}’, Palmer and Tritton, consulting engineers,
in connection with the Cape Pembroke Airfield construction
projects The appointment of this civilian firm as consulting
engineers means that it has been found impossible in present
clrcumstances for the Royal Engineers to carry out the con—
struection of the airfield. That this might be so has always
been a possibility and the British Army's commitments elsewhere
are such as to make it impraoticable for the Sappers to 4o the

job for us.

The firm of Rendal), Palmer and Tritton, besides
being one of intermational reputation ,haﬂi operated in Brazil
and Chile and so hagf recent experience of construction work in
this hemisphers.

Listeners will recall that it had been anticipated

that a Sapper party of six would visit the Colony flying in by

' Albatross on the 16th November, staying for a mcnth in order to
carry out preliminary design studies for the airfield., This
task will now be earried out by the party of six members of the

- staff of Renddlf, Palmer and Tritton. The senior engineer in
charge is Mr. Warren and the other members of the party are
Mr. Lovegrove, Mr. Hatwell, Mr. Smith, Mr. Cross and Mr. Boustead.
The party will be in the Colony for approximately a month in arder
to make the preliminary design study and carry out soil surveys.

Colonial Secretary's Office,
Stanley, Falkland Ialands.
9th November, 1971.

To be broadcast tonlght Tuesday 9th
Wednesday 10th;

e
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AIRFIELD PROJTECT

Onl/th November I had a meeting with Mr. Warren, the Senior Engineer
of the Rendell, Palmer and Tritton team which arrived in the Falkland Islands
on the 16th: Mr, Jones, the Colonial Secretary, was also present.

After extending a welcame to Mr. Warren I made the following points
on the document "Proposel for Feasibility Study".

2.0 PROGRAMME FOR STUDY AND REPORT

Here it is stated that no further visit will be possible prior %o the
start of construction. I told Mr, Warren that with the interim air service
scheduled to begin in January there were no physicel barriers to another
visit and I presumed that this meant that the O.D.A., was not prepared to pay
for another visit.

4.0 METHOD OF CARRYING OUT THE WORK

I informed Mr. Warren that although I did not want to be dogmatic on
the issue I was disconcerted to find reference in this document to sites as
possible altermatives to Cape Pembroke. People in the Islands including
myself are getting a little tired of preliminary and initial surveys (even
including feasibility studies) and after the work done by Wainwright and
the Royal Engineers I thought it was fairly clear that there was no suitable
alternative site available within reasonable access of Stanley. I was
pleased to see reference in the document to the necessity of inecluding in
the survey the problem of access routes to the airfield area from Stanley.

I noted that at the foot of page 3 of the document that reference is made

to what might happen if construction did not proceed. 1 informed Mr, Warren
that H.M.G. was conmitted by statements made in the House of Commons, by
undertakings given at the B.A, Round of Talks in July, 1971 and by
statements made by myself as Governor to the building of the airfield and
there could be no question of the work not proceeding, I mentioned to Mr.
Warrenthat although it was true the met. records here were quite good some
of the information might be more readily obtained in England as many of

our records had been returned to the U, K.

On the guestion of the length of the airfield I mentioned that as so
much of the cost of this project was to be in overheads it seemed to make
sense to bwild a strip that would stand the Colony in good stead for the
foreseeable future and by that I meant a period of ten to fifteen years.

As far as traffic potentisl was concerned, there was a pent up demand in the
Argentine and other Latin American countries and I was certain that after

a year or two there would probably be several planes a week coming into the
airfield, On the question of terminal and operational facilities I agreed
that these should be kept as simple and functional as possible. I noted
that the team would be looking into the status and capability of contractors
experienced in this class of work and I presume that this meant that British
contractors having responsibility for the main contract would be sub
contracting out to Latin American operators. If this was the intention it
would be prudent for Mr, Warrento consult in due course Mr., Goss, Head of

the local Trade Union.

On the time scale involved, Mr. Warren made the point that it would be
a great help if they were given instructions to get on with the preparation
of detailed drawings and other documents necessary before they could go out
to tender as early as possible. I informed Mr, Warren that I had given
instructions to the Colonial Secretary that this projfect h:it;hethf;tghest Q? f/
ossible priority so that he could call on any Head of Dep ent for g /
issistanclz to ezysure that his feasibility study was carried out within the 0’14

month they were going to be here. . G.L. 18 November 1971

_—

.
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Rendel, Palmer and Tritton: Airfield Survey

By the end of the month, at the latest, I am certain that the O.D.A.
of the ¥, C.0. will be wanting a short progress report on the detailed
survey. Would you please esk lire Warren to let me have a very brief note
(no more than a page) in particular bringing out the following points:

(a) whether the party is confident that it can carry out
the task in the time allotied

(b) whether they are getting all the assistance they require
from the local government.

 (e) whether the task is more complicated or less camplicated
than they had anticipated.

~J
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4.4

25th Hovember

His Rxcelloency the Governor will wish tc be in a
poaition to Bena a briei’ proprees report cn tha des-
veiled puryey wiodich your Gean 1s corvying oot 4o the
Farelin pnd Comnonvenlth Ofiice ot tha end o thie
rontn. 1 wouid therefore be ;ravalul if you would
letb me have a bried nota, no more thar a naze in length,
for this nurnose, in rnarticular with relerencs ta ithe
following points,

(1) Bhether you aras confldent that you will he
able to cavry ous yoar Lok in the allotied
timo;

{2) shetier you roe being siven all ihe assisvance
you neced from our loocrd government resourcus)

{3) incther your task 1s more « less conplicated
taan you bad anticinalod,

(Ju fre Jozes)

Jd. Warren, %Bg,.,
Readol, almer & %rition,
stanl €Y«
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7 FALKLAND ISLANDS ATRPORT

Field Party Interim Report

1. The Survey side of the investigation is up to schedule.

2, The scils side of the investigation is move complex than might
have been anticipated from the nreliminary reports (due to the
necessarily very limited investigation done at the time of
their writing).

3. The main factor is the presence of nest in the sand covering
the site, The equivment made available on site is of very
limited use in investigeting the conditions encountered and,
although additional wash boring equipment has, with the
assistance of FID,been improvised, it does not make accurate
lagzing or in situ testing possible.

L. %hilst T think thet the information we are obtaining will
probably be sufficient for the re-~ort and nreliminary design
stages, my firm might consider it desirable that a further
visit should be made by a small soils teanm, with the necessary
eguinment, shew—cs=—misde before seitling final construction
details for the purpose of tender drawings and documents.

5. e have to thank the various departments concerned for their
co-operation, particularly the Public Viorks Denartment who
have plzced 2l their resources at our disnosal often to their
greet inconvenience,

Yours faithfully,

(8gd} 2. J. Werren

Engineer i/c¢ Pield Pariy, R.P.T.

29th November 1971



COMFIDENTIAL

No. 408 of 30 November 1971
PRIORITY

TO FCO KEPTD 70 B.A.

FROM FATLKIAND ISLANDS

AIRFTELD

YCUR TEINGQ 278

Local reaction was broadly as predicted in my telno 350. However
we have managed to persuade the Islanders to look at the problem in the
right perspective although there are still misgivings about the time
scale.

2. The Rendel, Palmer and Tritton team is working hard and is up to
schedule expecting to leave on the 16th. In a brief progress report
which I called for, the leader of the team has stated that the solls side
of the investigation is more complex than might have been anticipated
from the preliminary reports. He considers that his firm might think it
desirable for a further visit to be made by a small soils team before
final construction details are settled for the purpose of tender drawings
and documents,

2. Leader of team has expressed satisfaction with the assistance provided
by this Govermment,

IJC . Cypher

CONFIDENTIAL
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ARGEVTINE AFPTAIRDS

His Ezeellency reviewed the nosition:
y ¥

i. DPermanent aerodrome

The next stage in the censtruction
programme was a detailed svrvey of the site,
expected to be carried out by the Royal
Bngineers. No definite informetion on the
subiect was to hand but it was thought that
the team would arrive by Albatross amphibian
aircrafi about 16th November., It wes known
that equipment necessary for the survey was
being shipped from Britain in R.R.%S. John
Biscoe, due in the Colony in nid--FNovember,
His Ezcellency assured Members that he
would keep them fully posted on latest
developments.

Members were anxious that a2lternative
provision should be made for tremsnort in
the event that the completion of the permen-
ent aerodrome was delayed.

/ ii. Temporary airfield
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TO WARREN FROM RPT LowpaN , /

VE AGREE YOURSELF AND BOUSTEAD FEMAIN FALKIANDS FOR FULL INVESTIGATION
SITE DUVE AND AFPROVE LOVEGROVE REMAIN AISO IF YOU FZEL HIS SERVICES REQUIRED.

SEND MATERIAIS SAMPIES EBY SEA seeeveen

/ / " Mr. Jones has asked Mr. Warren to see him about this,
h
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FALKLAND ISLANDS

SENT

Number

Office of Origin Words Handed in at Date

To

ETATPRICKITE PRIDAGIE LONDONSW1

LDAETIATE Afc H.Ga

Time

Fo. 422 of 1 December 1571

ATDRSSED FCO TRINO 422 OF )My DECEUBUR REFFATED BRCDAINGS o AIRFIELD .,
1Y TEW0 408 o VAREED PFAS RECEIVED THLILRAYN FROR RIT AGRUING THAT hB

AlD BOUSTIAD SHUIID ReMAIN MERE UNTLL 12 JAMUARY TC OOr7IETi ITVESTIGATION
2 'TUS DXES NOT CRAATE ANY PRCBLAHS LOCALLY A¥D I FREULE TR ARRANGEIONT

VAS 1Al APTER COUNSULTATION ESTVESH GAM ATD RPP . 2 K 18IS
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GOVERNMENT TELEGRAPH SERVICE
. FALKLAND ISLANDS

SENT

WAP 15142—821 584578/790938 500 pds 12/68 Grp.782

Number Office of Origin Words Handed in at Date

To
ETATPRIORITE FPRODRGME LONDCONSW1

DOELTIATE A/n HeQop——

No. 168 of 16 December 1971
PLEASE PASS BUENOSAIRES AS MY DOEDIATE THEINO 168 OF 16 DECEMRER
REPTATED PRIORITY FCO AMPHIBIAN TOOK OFF FRM STANLEY AT 16152 WITH

FOUR MEMBERS OF HPT TEAM (NN BOARD , 2 PLFASE PASS BUENOSAIRES . LEWIS

Time




. / %/, CONFIDENTIAL

No. 6 of 5J an1m3A9?2.

PRIORITY
FROL B.A. TO F.I. REPEATED TO F.C.O.

MY TEINO 3 PARA 3 and Whitney's letter 4/5 of December 1) to Jones para 2.
LiDE AGENTS,

Argentines have now selected Wing Commender Enrcul Dominge Ferrari to be
Lade agent res ident in Stanley. He is married and has eleven years old seon
and seven year old daughter. His wife (mee Benesch) is renorted to speak
excellent English. I saw Ferrari this morning and think his English weak but
he is tremendously enthusiastic about living in Stanley. He is an Antarctic
expert and knows Southern Patagonia and Tierra del Fuego .....

He will come to Stanley on amphibian on Jamuary 19 and return on January
26 vee.. His object will be to examine accommodation possibilities and
schooling for his two children.

CONFIDENTTIAL

LJC : Cypher
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No. 6 of 5 January 1972
0515404

TO B.A. FROM TCO REPUVATED GOVERNOR F..I,

YOUR TEINO 4: HARBOUR CONDITIONS IN STANLEY.

been
Wheatley's report with exception of pages A1l - ADS has already/given to
Rendel Palmer and Tritton and provided Governor sces no objection we agree
to page 29 to 31 and annex E may be shown to Argentine Navy.

2. Te have not seen Captain Nicholas' survey but if Governor agrees and it
is unrestricted we have no objection to this being given to Argentines also.

RESTRICTED

LIC = Cypher



CONFIDWTIAL

TATKLAND ISLANIG ATKPORT

TIETD PARTY HREPCRT

The results of the Survey and Soils Investigation for the
originally proposed site wen® back with the first pari of

the field parity in the middle of Noverber.

The extended survey and investigations to cover a partisl or
complete shift of the site towards the Cape Penbroke Tighthouse,
with i1ts different soil conditions, has now been conpleted,

and the remainder of the field party vill be leaving for the

U.K, on the 12th December,

Arrangements have been made for shipping the bulk of "Laterials"

samples back to the U.K. by the 4, 4.5,

7e again have to record our thanks to the various deparumentis

concerned in particular to the Public Vorks for their conuvinued

support and assistance,

Yours faithfully,

(. J. Varren)

Engineer I/C TField Farty

16 December 1971

Stoanley
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<8 you know, & i{iajor Fernandes, a senior officizl of
Ln?i and & senior ~reentine .ir Force officer, flew in
¢na out yesterday on the regulur .lbatross service. iiajor
rernandez' task was to approve cny errsngements made by
Vice-lomodoro rerrarl regarding housing snd office sccon-
nodation for the L.Ik asent to be stutioned here.

2e I feur it wis not unitill & few minutes before the
-.lbatroga arrived that it occurred to me that the old Ful:
Curpenters' .Jhop recently used by k.i'ete mirht serve as
{emporury o'fice woconnodation for L.l E while Ferrari,
after Lis wrrival here in furch, locked sround for more
perzunent snd suituble office uccommodution, .Lrw does not
anticipute rouiring the building until the moin airfield
constructicn project gels goings: thal, we expect, is un=-
lirely to Le eurlier thun septenber and will probubly be
Jater thim that. oix months occupuncy of the building by
in. & should therefore be aguite feaxsible., I inforaed
sernendes/rerrari that the old Carpenters' Jhopr building
would be | roviced rent free ws it wus Lo te a Lenporary
o:'fice only but that muintenance, ulbtcrations, furnishings,
ete. would be L...'s finuncicl responsibility. They
acceptee this ofer which wis made in s cordunce with
clouce 6 of the Joint statepent of iuenos .dires of 1l.7.71.

A L.I'3 have accepted Johnston's (0 .5C) offer of the
loin of an zoiC house in nacecourse :(0xd «s a temporury
messure, aruin exiected to lust for some G nonthse 1uix
will be ex:ected to puy rent, fire insurance, etc. .ech=
nica:ily this muy not be entirely within the zpirit of iLhe
Joint statemeont as .20 is s suusi-rovernient orpanisation
but os rerrari told me L:I'l would prefer to rent both
livinz znd office zecommod.tion in the private nurket I
do not think L.lis will Jib at poring rent to - :l.  nd
the arrunpement gets us off whut could heve been an swaoward
hooke we were prepared, in the lust resort, to mike
sov.rnnent housing avuilable to Ju.ib = perhops Cuble Cobtage:
but I would prefer not to sné evidently LI, for reisons
unexpressed but wkich one csn ewsily deduce, did not want
to either.
4, LT, for reasons connected with radio reception, would
in due ccurse prefer to hive un office "up bthe pill" in
otenley wnd rerncndcg mentioned the possibilitvy

(a) of L.bvi buyinc a house in JStunley;

oy = renting a plot of =round in .tinley

and isporting a prefuebricuaved house-cuu~oifice
cf the xind they use in Ushucia,

I said bobh pro-osals reised protlems which could best be
resolved in discussion in the Conszultutive Commitiee or
during the 3rd sound of Jomnunications Tulkse

Se ioth Ferreri and Fernandez expres:ed aprreciabtion of
the help end co-operution bthey hud received from us and

frou olhers during their visits as well us expressing 5 tice
fuetion wivh the tenporsry wrrencenments made for housing

and ofTice uccomnodation for rerruri. They arree that thene
E-monsh tenures spould proviie adecuate time in which ‘o
firm up arrangezents of a more long—~tera naturo.

Ee Fferrari expects to fly in to otanley about 8fn Harch,
£3 the first reculur flight (l4th furch) is clready fairly
heavily booked; as rerrari is on ex-—meuber of the .-.rgentine
Lir corces us Lilds i3 run by that .ir rorce; wnd as 'erpari
has a wife und 2 children it is to be expecscd that they
will be brought in on a speciul flishits

Joé\.J. 27.1-72
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Colonisl Secretary co P.C.A

P.S. for apropriate £ile < 9.4,
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QLD CanimNTEns? VORKSHOP, P.Vi.D.: use by LADE as Temporazy (ffice

The 4.C.5. recently cleared with you orally that it would be
feasible for the old Garpenters' sheop, F.k.b. (recently used by the
Rendel, Palmer & Tritton team) to be used as & temporary oifice by
LalE when Vice-Comodoro Fercari srrivea here in Warch o esi:-blish
his orgsuiseiion,

2, The purpose o this merorsncum is to inform you that the
building in question has beer offered to L»Dil and the offer nas becn
scgented, The terms are that the arrsngouent is fexporary (peading
the finding by LAUE, bty way, probably, of rental, of permanent ofiice
accommodution in Stanlay); rent-free. but with LADE mecting the cost
of eny alterations (e.g. partitioning), adcitions, furnishings, cernet-
ings, ete, At the same time it is understood that currently installed
fixtures would not be removed exsept at LALL's reguzst. ;

3. Vice=Comodoro Ferrari, at my insistaence, made two inspecfions

of the building so thst he and your sioff would have some idee of the
alterations and renovations which would be likely to be necessary.
Yowever, I specificslly mentioned to Vice-Comodoro Ferrari tnat there
wos no implied promize to nor was it likely that any necessary repairs/
renovetions codld or would be carrisd ocut by your orgenisation in view
of your other heavy compitmente at this time. 7This pos=ibility is
thercefore siill negotiable.

{J. A, Jones)
Coloninl Secretary

\ Mcjﬁ“‘éwl‘m__ ;

- e T — o R A .._’...-..‘['__)‘. <



CONFIDENT IAL

) BRITISH EMBASSY

RS BUENOS AIRES

L/20

10 January 1972
G F Kinnear Esq OBE

Atlantie & Indian Ocean Department
Foreign & Commonwealth Office

CAPE PEMBROOKE AIRFIELD

1. Please refer to John Jones's letter 2&08 of 9 December *o
Ray Whitneye.

2. In his letter under reference Jones requestis that the Embassy
might obtain from the Argentines operational details for the ¥27

and HS 748 over the sector Port Stanley-Punta Arenas and Fort
Stanley-Montevideo., As Jones qguite rightly points out this is =
sensitive point insofar ss these sectors would only be used if
comnunications with the Argentine broke down (although Punta Arenas
could be used as a bad weather alternative in exceptional
circumstances). It is also clear that an Argentine civilian
operator would not carry out a service in these conditions, es

LADE, the airline for the Patagonian districts, is operated by

the Air Porce. We have not heard any suggestion that civilian
Argentine airlines will carry ocut a service. Consequently, we
would prefer if you can get in touch with the Civil Aviation division
of the Department of Trade & Industry who will be able to obitain the
appropriate information,

3 The Argentines are aware that in our planning provision has
been made for a service which might be operated to Punta Arenas
or Montevideo should a need arise = it was of course one of the
considerations which Peate Marwick and Mitechell looked into. However
at the moment we feel that it would perhaps be tactless to remind the
Argentines of this point and for this reason the Air Attaché will not
raise the question with his colleagues. ’

Le On para 3 of Jones's letter we have heard of no proposals for
the Argentines to use aircraft other than the military version of
the F27 or the "Guarani" for the air service beyween Port Stanley
and the mainland.

1 he | Se I am copying this letter to John Jones so that he can inform
for. 1117 {Warren of Rendel, Palmer & Tritton, who is still in the Islands.

R D Lavers

CONFIDENTTIAL
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CONFIDENTTAL ITITES 2

Addressed to FGO telno 130 of 15 April 1972/

ATRFTELD PROJJ::C'J."J,

1. I would be;grateful if' you would telegraph/me,a‘summary of the/conclusions

of the Rendel Palmer Iritton report when it is received,
f ¥ }



- S ﬂ/ =

i ﬂrpwi
ROUTINE
CONFIDENTIAL 1711504
Your telno 130: Rendell Palmer and Tritton report.
1. Report now received and copies have been despatched to reach you

on 26 April., We hope to discuss some pointsmquiring clarification

with RPT soon and will telegraph summary afterwards.



