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r’ill you pleo.se arrange for ''v ^erry to content ’r 2 Hloomer 
Deeve and, ns soon as possible, visit the site of the intension 
to Ho •’s Poi t a,irstrip ? ? general limits and also
agree npy areas for quarries and/or borrow pits.

'c^ .

70

Ag SPW has discussed G with JCL. They have produced the 
sketch at Q_0) . It does not appear if there is likely to be 
any clash over requirements. Ag SF.. has also been to see 
a person whom he thought was V C Bloomer-Reeve 1 s successor. 
No problems at present.

pleo.se
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File Mote:
Discussed airfield with Mr Ashf ield ,g\
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There are no problems over the Argentine extension that I 
know of and I discussed this on the 8th April with Mr Ashfield.

. SHY visited the site of the
and discussed with JCL

hi th regard to (5) The Ag.
extension to the Argentine airfield,
and there were no difficulties.
Mr Monk in his notes at fo. (8) paras 11 and 12 mentions
the legal side of the issue. In your minute on fo. (10) 

i you have recorded that the key issues were made to FCO and 
j Embassy. Is there anything further we^HS^do at this stage?

Progress reasonable, although surfacing of permanent 
airfield has been delayed by the bad weather in March. 
July should see the finish of the airfield except for 
clearing up and finishing touches to surrounds. The road 
will not be completed for some time yet.
2. There is no conflict with the Argentine extension 
regarding material for filling irJfeoad or for^rgantine ext.
J. If we want to stockpile crushed metal Mr Ashfield 
considers that we should consider this later„
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c.s.

3. An AISE for funds?

C.S.

The question of heating is not going to be easy.

She says the Marines 
They had their

'1^14 Vo

I have discussed (14) with Mrs Allan, 
have not used the building for several weeks.

They used to light the sotve on Thursdays but

3. The question of heating is not going to be easy. I have 
checked with the Supplies Officer and he confirms that there 
are no more stoves available or spare parts. He considers the 
answer is a gas fire paid for from XIII 4. Heat Light and Power 
or XIV 3. Repairs and maintenance Govt. Bldgs and Installations. 
Gas raises the question of installation as Mr Butcher has 
blacklisted Govt. The time might be at hand when we have 
someone like Ronnie Clarke have a bit of gas installation 
training so that we are not held to ransom.

(14) should have directed to the SPW as he maintains a 
Caretaker at the terminal building whose job it ’ is,as far 
as I am aware, is to keep the fire going and the building 
in as clean a state as possible in the circumstances.

own gas fire.
it is burnt out.
2. The PWD should see that their cleaner (Mr Tim Martin) 
goes back on Thursdays and gets the place cleaned up?

2. I have spoken to the SPW and he says that the Royal 
Marines have been using the building and have burnt the 
stove out. There are no more of these stoves available. 
The Marines have as far as I can gather been using the 
terminal building while their own hut was being re-erected. 
They have not vacated the terminal building yet. SPW says 
he cannot afford to send someone down to clean up after the 
Marines. SPW thinks a gas fire is the answer provided some­
one can find the funds.
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c.s.
Extension of temporary airstrip.
John Smith phoned to say that if we are c oncerned about
safety factors then in-flight instructions to passengers
about how to put on life jackets should be read in English
which is an international requirement when flying over sea.
The instructions- are read in Spanish and as most of the
passengers are English speaking the majority do not under­
stand what is being said.

rJi/'H.
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Harbour dues 
’’.barf .age 
Unloading
’coomrodation 
Electricity 
■’later

jy? ■•l^FTHf.D - ™he materials r ^e sufficient to extend 
•''ooker’s Point airstrip by 35O--OC metres.

1 - 0^0 SH G^HZ/ILC TaD ’’.IRFIDLD 'TT'kA^IOF

c to pay for it.

6. DU1 HO OF WORK - a oroximately four months.

Arrival Date - The CSG is due in on 15th. BR says date ws s h ci led 
upon after Cnstagnn hr- discussed with Harry Hilne some weeks ago

arrival dai of nne Bewa. He was then told charter vessel wouId 
arrive on 20th January.

rent on either side.

• D31 A - BR has been notified by Harry Milne that the demurrage 
for the tnne Bev/n will bo fl,350 per dry. BR believes the Air Force 
will be reluctant tc pry t'-'U- thinks that the Captain of the CSG 
;.’ill be instructed to remain in the harbour until the Anne Bewa is 
cleared.

4. tFIEL] - One HCO and six drivers will 
■arrive on the CS5g on the If th. Two drivers will return by plane 
shortly and the remainder of ths staff, amounting to about 35 ?■ 
expected to arrive on the 9th February which is the date that ^.F 
will clear the ESRD building.

.'2S10H "W71” v n PT.nO’’a 1'~>

5 . HO - CSG carries the following:
eavy ■ i ?mes it and i aterials to extend tl 3 -runwa^ amounting to 

750 tons
She also has on board 250 drums of asphalt for J CL and cement for JCL

TO 'S - 'he following were discussed without cowwit- 
The authority set down .against each item is 

that considered approgriat
FIG
STN (as -now)

? ( this is the most expensive item) 
FIG (ESRO building) 
Argentine ’'.irforce (to exercise control) 
FIG-

Fuel for heating Argentine Aire Force
Customs on imported wine - this BP has nronosed might be w-ived 

as w? re is port of the normal diet o<’ the *rgentine workers! The amount 
is S’"-'.'1, aboutc150, and I think FIG could accept this. On the other 
hand, os it is so small, so could the Argentine Air Force. Tt is, 
I think a matter for further discussion.

8. FFFCCT OF The take-off payload will be increased to
43., 5 CO pounds from the present payload -hich varies between 37,OOC 
and 39,000 lbs de e mt on wind s eed am3 direction. The landing 
payload will be increased from 39,000 lbs to 41,500 lbs. This is 
the equivalent of seven additional passengers.

7 • Gff-1 di ny yr d St op in g of c xyg 
off-load the equipment as speedily as possible and to store it at 
ooker’s Point until required. He has been instruct d to liaise with

CFO about best route, avoiding damage tn Stanley roads.

9- F 28* s - BR cannot be firm about the F 28, Xsxsxx but he expects 
that the stri dll first be tested for suitability and if it is suit­
able he thinks that the F28 will alt urate weekly with the F 27.
The ? 27 will continue to fly as it is easier to loud and unload for 
freight.
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12. THS SPECIFIC EXCHANGE OF NOTES relating to

CS

Howev r, it may be appropriate to use this Exchange of Notes as a basis 
for understanding to be arrived at in the special consultative committee 
although I recommend that if this course is follow! the previous Agreement 
be studied in the greatest detail to try and avoid some of the ambiguities 
that have emerged already and have caused u us so many problems.

ix. Land - This could be m?/ie avail-bin by FIG on a <user" basis
x Salaries - Salaries are paid to the rpentine Air Force workers 

in pesos in .Argentina, and these monies ar? iot exported to the islands. 
They receive n allowance of - d°y. hen the temporary airstrip was 
constructed this :‘b. v"'S paid in local currency. If it is paid in pesos 
it would require clearing with the Central Bank for their disposal if 
FIG was left v.’ith amounts of pesos more than sufficient to liquidate ?.ts 
commitments.

~ 0 'ELI'S - Probably th an erstension to the airfield should come 
under the general ’uhbrella’ of paragraph 1 of the Exchange of Notes of 
1971, although it is probable that the extension may in sone v:?.y have to 
be linked to the Joint Statement attached to the 1971 Exchange of Notes 
if it is to cone within its purview. In this connection paragraph 6 of 
the Joint Statement may be relevant.

a) the construction of Hooker’s Point airfield (C'LJjD 5027 1972)
and that for the Air Service (C’lD 5203 1972)

do not appear to be strictly relevant, especially hkfT as 5027 specifies 
that the ’’runway shall be approximately 800 metres long .

The allowance paid to the workers will amount to about '*5,100 per month 
for four months,approximately 122,000.
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CABO SAN GONZALO AN? .W'N3I0N QF.. OOK^F POINT

Points emerging from a discussion with Vice-Coaodoro Bloomer Reeve 5.2.7S.

lo

2«

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

I

Telephone
They will probably require a telephone on site.

Quarry
The quarry site must bo agreed with S.P.W.

Electricity
The electricity used must bo metered and charged for.

Modi cal A11 en tion.
There should be no problem about tho giving of medical attention 
to the employees who will lengthen the strip.

Accommodation
The question of accomodating the workforce in th© Boro Building 
has yet to be resolved. Tide seems to bo the only suitable 
location but tho question of water will present a problem as it 
has done with the Y.P.F.: workers. LADE arc prepared to pay 
overtime for an operative to work at weekends pumping from tho 
Filtration Plant. Water for the Faro Building cannot bo drawn 
off the high level tank but only off tho rising main.

Removal, of Tolophono Fine
in order to get the rock crusher out to the site, some telephone 
lines will have to be disconnected. The Postmaster will have to 
liaise with Bloomer Reeve to agree a date. It may be possible 
just for the linos to be taken down but for the poles to remain.

Explosives
Tho explosives will have to be properly stored in a nagasino 
with tho detonators in a different place; so that LADE can have 
access to this store, they will nocd a contact man. I have 
since spoken to the C.P.O. and asked him to liaise with S 
about & storage location and access. Elooaer Reeve to notify 
tho typo of explosive.



2.

8.

9.

Major

10*

11.

NOTE: A public, announcement should be nado about this.

The legal aspects of this should be gone into by tho Registrar.

Bo.rcow Pits. land and Site /?on.Grallv
S.F.W. and/or a Secretariat Officer, must visit the site with a 
JADE representative to demarcate the land to be need for the 
extension and also to agree on any sites for boxrow pits and or 
quarries os troll as access.

They will work throughout the week so that the runx^ny will bo 
closed but Bloomer Reeve says that the flight on the 16 th February 
should not be interfered with.

12.

It is important that any agreement made in this respect does not 
clash with the work being undertaken by J.C.L. It is, for instance, 
especially important that IABE do not encroach on the contractual 
site and also that they do not interfere with the free access by 
J.C.L. transport to Capo Pembroke. It is also prudent for then to 
ensure they do not disrupt, in any way, the workings of J.C.L. as 
regards borrow pits, shingle etc.

breaches of the law must,

Discipline
It seams sensible that minor breaches of discipline are dealt 
with administratively and left to the Forks Manager to carry out. 
Moat of the workforce are civilians, attached to the Air Force, 
so presumably are subject to some form of sanation.

of couroe, be dealt with by tho Courts.

Iffgediato Fork
Immediately aft or the departure of the Fokker on Monday, 9th 
February, the workforce will start work on tho water logged 
section of the present runway approximately 100 yards from its 
east end.

The use of transport should be regularised. It my be appropriate 
to allow tho woxkforoe to use their own transport without registering 
it locally but note must bo taken of this. Their drivers will, of 
course, have to be licenced.

Advance Party
Bloomer Reeve said that nine more man will arrive on tho Cabo San 
Gonzalo on the 6th February, but they will stay on board until 
Tuesday, 10th February.
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9.

$
Major

Discipline
It seems sensible that minor breaches of discipline are dealt 
with administratively and left to the Works Manager to carry out. 
Most of the workforce are civilians attached to the Air Force 
so presumably are subject to some form of sanction.
breaches of the law must, of course, be dealt with by the Courts.
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Team to extend Hooker's Point Airstrip
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ffa t ry (

The workers for the airstrip are expecting to move into the 
Esro Building (if they have not already started to do so). We 
shall, thus, once again be presented with a fait accompli and 
Y.E. considered, to keep our options open, I should authorise 
Bloomer Reeve to instal the workers in the Esro Building on 
a week to week basis for the time being, pointing out to him 
that he will be liable, unless negotiations result in a 
controlling agreement, for tlie cost of electricity, water, 
and repairs.

4// ' vtd'b /fadJ

As regards water you will know from a copy of my minute concerning 
my discussions with Bloomer Reeve about this a couple of weeks ago, 
that water is a problem at week ends. I have already instructed 
Mr. Stewart that if water is required to be pumped at week ends 
specially to keep the Esro Building supplied, a bill for such 
labour should be submitted by S.P.W. to Vice Comodore Bloomer Reeve. 
He has also proposed to me that it might be possible to erect a 
special tank from materials already available here. I have asked 
Mr. Morrison to explore this possibility with him. If we 
have the materials it will probably take 5 days to erect.
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Our Ref:

76.13th February,

1.

b.
I trust these meet with your agreement.

SC

a.
b.
c.
d.

a. Telephone installation
Provision of the building rent free.

A.J.P. Monk CHIEF SECRETARY

Doubtless there will be 
some matters which are not covered in this interim agreement but 
these can be resolved ad hoc as they arise by discussion between 
us.

Vice Conodore Bloomer Reeve9
L.A.D.E.,
Stanley.

Occupation will be on a weekly basis unless and .until 
negotiations now taking place result in a controlling 
hgreemeiit for a longer term/
Subject also to a con-broiling agreement that may be 
subsequently negotiated, the following items will be 
for LADE’s account:

■' C 16 F

The following will be for the account of Falkland Islands 
Government:

Electricity
Water
Oil for central heating and other purposes
Repairs and maintenance of the building

As regards the payment for water it is my understanding that you 
will reimburse the Superintendent of Public Works in respect of 
additional labour required to operate the filtration and pumping 
plant during weekends when it would not normally be required to 
top up the high level tank. Tn this connection, I believe we both 
think it would be worthwhile to give consideration to the installa­
tion by your workforce, of an additional reservoir tank on the top 
of one of tho disused satellite tracking pillars.

I refer to matters arising, from the extension of Hooker’s Point 
airstrip and to discussions that have taken place between us about 
the accommodation and other matters concerning the workforce that 
will carry out the extension and, provided you agree, I am prepared 
on an administrative basis to offer on behalf of the Falkland Islands 
Government the use of the building (known as the Esro Building) at 
the West end of Stanley harbour on the following conditions

If you decide on this course, the Public Works Department will give 
you all assistance in tracing suitable material and also by giving­
advice where necessary.



7617th February 9

Our Refs IR/13/5 ’

Dear Sir,
I refer to recent discussions about the extension to Hooker’s 
Point Airstrip and in particular to the need to regularise 
the operations and logistical support in advance of the 
com enc ©meat of work.

A.J.P. Monk
CHIEF SECRETARY

I have now written to you about the accommodation and I think 
it is appropriate that we should discuss urgently the question 
of access to the sito for the extension*

. /without prejudice to a:
/f/ from discussions in tl^

/ important, I believe, :

Vico Comodore Bloomer Reeve,
L.A.D.S.,
Stanley.

I have the honour to be,
Sir,
Your Obedient Servant,

If this meets with your concurrence, perhaps you will be kind enough 
to contact me at an early date and in any event before work commences.

In this connection and 
.nything^that hopefully will emerge shortly 

Consultative Committee, it is 
for our representatives to visit the sito 

and agree on the area that will be used for the extension and 
for any other purposes in connection with the extension. I believe 
also that this should be done before work actually commences.
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. 4. the Governor
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CODE 18-77

’« is id with Bloomer Reeve this morning the need for juick action in 
sia] s ] tive Com’ ittee to regularise the arrangement for the 

extension to the ?irstrip.

7

I

t ora tn s ir .A.2. H’e w-s very reluctant to tirr the matter 
but eventually agreed, to do so.

3* In f ct, work has st rted on the ■
to y- out to i tomon  orning wit! I " ■ rese t tive and rou hly
’errrente the bound,ri''s and authorise nunrry and borrow-nit sites.

He ask d about disci linary off z s nd said tl is ould 1 1 ■ ^r^lt 
inistvatively, and I undertook to jonsult with CPO with vi to havir • 

in or offences referred to the C.O. in charge of the v.Tork force.



197627th February

c.c.

GIBRALTAR STATION 
PORT SAN SALVADOR 
FALKLAND ISLANDS 

SOUTH ATLANTIC

Telegraphic Address: 
•GIBSTAY PORTSTANLEY”

Directors :
R. M. PITALUGA (Chairman) 
ttnsteiilkBMEY
Mrs. J. E. PITALUGA

Secretary:

Registered Office :
8 ALLARDYCE STREET, 
PORT STANLEY

The Hon, Chief Secretary.
The Hon. W. R. Luxton.

r , ( V MAR 1976;

kith thanko and best wishes.

ROBIN PITALUGA

The rsason. for writing is that I am concerned to hear 
that some of the air strip machinery has been crossing our aircraft 
railway and that o.r a result, the rails are bent in one place to 
such an extent that our truck cannot travel to and from the airstrip. 
This would not be an irmediate problem for me alone as my aircraft 
is damaged and grounded but I an worried about the expected arrival 
next week of Mr. Bill Luxton’s Gkyhawk because he vd.ll be using 
our hangar.

We will be most grateful if you would kindly arrange 
for the damaged rails to be repaired as quickly as possible and 
perhaps you would aofcyour drivers to please avoid taking any vehicles 
over the railway which is vital to the safety of our flying operations.

R. M. PITALUGA & COMPANY, LIMITED 
(WOOL PRODUCERS)

I understand you are back in the islands supervising 
the improvemeats to Hooker’s Point airfield; I hope I will have 
the pleasure of meeting you again before you return home.

-iajor Remorino, 
C/o. L. A. D.
Port Stanley.
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DRAFT

To:-

PRIVACY MARKING

/
... In Confidence

Balcarce handed us an Aide Memoire this morning

involved in the extension of the temporary air
strip, including those involved in unloading and
storage of equipment brought to the Islands for

The Aide Memoire also states thatthe extension.z
the
1972 apply to the extension, including those
contained in paragraphs 7 (l) and (ll) of the
Agreement”. Finally the Aide Memoire informs
us that it has been agreed that the work force
should be paid in sterling.

\

V

(copy by bag) which confirms that the Argentine 
Government will be responsible for all the costs

Top Secret.
Secret.
Confidential.
Restricted.
Unclassified.
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MEMORANDUM
26th.August J276Date

From Tourist & Information Officer To

Subject Terminal Building, Hookers Point Airfield

(X

Chief Secretary 
Stahley

Tourist & Information Officer
\ i

M

The terminal building at Hookers Point Airfield is in a disgustingly 
dirty and dilapidated condition, it has not evn, for the last two weeks at 
least, been swept out and today the floor was littered with cigarette ends 
which added to the squalid appearance of the whoje building. To add to the 
general discomfort the stove has disintegrated and there is no heating* 
It is not very warm at Hookers Point in the summer and at this time of year, 
without heating,it is most uncomfortable - especially for out-going passengers 
who have to wait for at least an hour and a half in the airport and officials 
e.g. Customs and L.A.D.E. who are there from the time of the aircrafts arrival 
until its departure*

As this building is a strangers first introduction to the Falklands it does 
not create a very good impression in the state it is in now - judging from 
several newcomers faces today and remarks made they certainly were not impressed*

number : 
quoted.

Is it possible to do something about the situation? A clean-up and some 
form of heating is all that is required. Two gas heaters would be sufficient - 
these would be preferable to another solid fuel stove as it would cut dust and 
dirt to a minimum.

requested that this 
and date should be yAW,,

W A



MEMORANDUM

From Supt. of Public Works® To Chief Secretary.

\

z’/^Z^Z'Subject Terminal Building Temporary Airfield.

2.

conditions.

4.

♦

$

Supt. of Public Works.

crs.

J

Kefer^^.

It 
number 
quoted.

The comments made by the T. and 1.0. are rather misleading and un­
necessary drawn out, true, it is not in it’s fromer glory, and we all 
know why, this is the second time it got out of control.

requested that this 
and date should be

; /
\ ■.

Date .51*^ .September,..1.276t

I am most reluctent to commit any of the approved votes to any 
additional items, judging from the present rate of expenditure. The 
remedial works to the building would be absorbed in Government buildings, 
but heating appliances would perhaps come from Minor Works.

5* However to answere to this one is to more constructive with less 
criticism. As and when we can drop on to it, we will. The heating 
side of it, would require further investigation, it appeares the T. and 
1.0. is not aware of the shortcomings into the gas affair, but the 
installation of gas there was proposed months ago.

The building wes designed and eredted from a 1 959 Nissen Hut to 
last up to ’two years 1 and used once a week. We have whole families 
living 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, 52 weeks a year in dilapidated 

But the Hut in question hurts my pride too.



Sir,

In the interest of public safety I feel it my duty to 
report the above observations to government.

I realise that at present you are faced with many 
problems, however, I feel I would be negligent if I were 
not to bring to government’s notice my observations on the 
condition of the runway surface.

On Friday the 11-th October I had occasion to visit the 
temporary airstrip to position fuel for Mr. W. Luxton’s 
Cessna aircraft.

I.B. BRIDGES R.A.F.
CHIEF TECHNICIAN

I.B. Bridges, 
Aviation Department, 
STANLEY
19th October 197&.

. ( 20 0CTiw6

Chief Secretary;
STANLEY , v .
-------  /f.

I am,
Sir,

Your obedient servant,

The non-slip finish of the original runway section has, 
with the exception of a small area, been totally eroded by 
weather and the abrasive action of sand, all that now re­
mains is a polished aluminium surface. When wet the surface 
is highly dangerous, its anti-skid property nil.

I am sure you are av/are that modern aircraft anti-skid 
systems and reverse pitch propellors are most effective in 
retarding forward motion under normal circumstances. I 
would submit to you that conditions here are far from normal, 
crosswind landings frequent, and runway width marginal. I 
fear that if the condition of the surface is not improved 
immediately it might well result in a serious accident.



Mr Monk

(Telephone conversation pm 20 Oct 76)

1 , They are aware of the state of the airstrip
2. Recent occasions when the F27 did not land

space;

Comments from Vice Comodoro Carnelli ref Ian .bridges’ 
letter on conditions of temporary airstrip.

or was 
delayed were mainly due to bad weather conditions 
when strip could have been wet, although

4. Extension provides ample braking and slowing-down 
there are now 600 metres extra length.

3, the construction of the strip does not allow for 
the aluminium plates to remain wet for long, 
particularly when windy.

5. Local weather conditions are thoroughly checked 
and transmitted directly to the pilot and crew 
of the F27 prior to departure of aircraft from 
Comodoro Rivadavia.

6. The V.C. appreciates our concern but asked me 
to reassure you that all care is taken and at no 
time would they risk coming across if conditions 
were unsuitable.
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for the Works: Please reply to:

CONFIDENTIAL
Your Ref

27th October, 1976971/1/8-128Our Ref

FALKLAND ISLANDS AIRPORT

Monk - Chief SecretaryAttention of Mr. A. J.

Dear Sir,
Hookers Point Airstrip

Yours faithfully,

Rendel Palmer & Tritton
Consulting & Designing Engineers

The Chief Secretary, 
Secretariat, 
Stanley, 
Falkland Islands.

le/SClY
3'11-7^

B. G. Ashfield
ENGINEER’S REPRESENTATIVE

Engi^^r

ENGINEER’S REPRESENTATIVE
P.O. Box 212

Port Stanley
Falkland Islands

The meeting between Vice Commodore Carnelli, J.C.L. Project Manager 
Mr. K. Cadman and the writer took place as arranged at the temporary 
airstrip on Monday 25th October. Agreement appears to have been reached 
between Carnelli and Cadman on the crossing of the temporary airstrip for 
restricted traffic with the heavier haul equipment being diverted to 
traverse around the east end of the strip.
The question of indiscrimenant -landing of light aircraft was raised by 
Carnelli/Cadman. It was requested that through your office the likely 
users of the temporary airstrip be formally requested to forewarn 
Johnston Construction Ltd of all future landings so that the appropriate 
warning can be issued to the construction personnel.

Southwark Bridge House
61 Southwark Street, London, SE1 1SA
Tel 01-928 8999 Cables Rendels London SEI
Telex No. 919553 Code Rendconsult-Ldn
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7817 August
cc

JOHN MASSINGHAM
Chief Secretary

JB

\J\V

positive reply.
the most appropriate ano. suitable way.

Ref: AV/AP/12
AIR/13/5

Mrs V Malcolm BEM
Hon Secretary
Falkland Islands Committee (Local Branch)
Stanley

Thank you for your letter of 21± July drawing ay attention to 
your Committee’s dissatisfaction with the Reply that I gave at the 
last Session of Legislative Council to Councillor Bowles’ question 
about tho formal opening of Stanley Airport.

I am not entirely surprised to learn of the Committee’s view 
and I am ayself disappointed that I was not able to give a more 

All of us want to open the Airport formally in
But it has unfortunately 

not yet proved possible - for a variety of different reasons - to 
settle upon a definite date. Until that esn be done I am sure that 
you would agree that it would be premature to for:-ulate r-ny precise 
plans.

At present we are still hopeful that we plight be able to arrange 
for the formal opening to coincide with the arrival of FIC-AS* first 
land-plane and 1 can assure you that the need to mark the occasion 
is very much in the minds ex’ both the Administration and Government 
as a whole. Incidentally, if you have any specific suggestions to 
put forward, I should be glad to have them. (The occasion will 
also bi? &hrked internationally by the issue of a set of commemorative 
stamps, which are already being produced: a point that I made in 
Legislative Council)•

You also raised the question of the removal of the temporary 
airfield at Hodkex'*s Point, about which wo are awaitiny an answer 
from the Argentine authorities. Then I. spoke of this at the last 
Legislative Council meeting in 1977, I simply said that it had been 
“tentatively agreed already with the LAB£ authorities that the run­
way plates ./ill not be removed before the Spring of 1978 <•  " 
No commitment had been given or received; but the uatte.-r is being 
pursued and 1 shall bear in mind tho points that you have made 
about tho strength of local feeling.

1 always welcome an exchange of views on topics of this nature.



BXTOACT inW? S OF 8X8BUTIVB COWIL lUiCTW 02. 7/?3 SO ON »at/2ad Augucit 1978

--R/13/5 24. Rcnoval of Temporary Airstrip at Hpokcrs Point
//76 Council noted pressure, again notably from the Falkland 

Islands Comitt go, for the ronoval of the temporary air­
strip at. Hookers Point. It was said that latest indications 
from the Argentine authorities were that it would not be 
removed before the spring of 1979. However, an assurance 
was given that it would be blocked off for security reasons 
without delay to prevent its use by anything but the 
smallest aircraft.

-Clerk of Council



1978

ais/1 3/5 Removal of Temporary Airstrip (7/78 - 24)3.
8/78 There was a suggestion from a Councillor that Government 

should consider the possibility of purchasing the 
aluminium strips for local use.

’TJ'R'CT TROT r.iHOT-s or -xwoit. r sxro nn V?e frw <»• i6?n ocrcsr



WO/5 3 November 1978

Acting G-overnor Director of Public Works

FORMER TEMPORARY AIRFIELD: HOOKER’S POINT

JOHN MA BINGHAM

We have discussed this problem in general terms and 
this is just to say that when Mr Butcher renders his 
account for cutting down the hazardous near-vertical 
piece of plating, and for any other w rk that he may be 
doing to it, would you kindly pass it to me together 
with any other charges that may have been incurred by 
PV.D for clearing the road, so that 1 can consider 
their submission to the Argentine authorities for 
settlement.



Miss Lawrence; R H Gozney Esq BA; J R Cowling ECO.bcc

783 November
Ref: ATE/lVS

TEMPOSRY AIRFIELD: KCCKiJ’S POINT

JOHN MASSINGHAM

We discussed yesterday afternoon the implications of the destruction 
of the temporary airfield at Hooker’s. Point by the wind during the 
previous night.

Vicecomodero S J Cahosa
LADE Office
Stanley

I have explained tc you that I have had no alternative but to autho­
rise the cutting down of one section of tho metal plating that is 
swaying dangerously in a near vertical position near to the road at 
the western end of the damaged area. This particular piece of the 
runway is a constant threat to anyone passing by and, as you will 
realise, it is impossible to entirely close the main road, even 
though we are trying to discourage it:- use. Similarly, I have h. d 
to instruct the Director of Public ’Vorks to take whatever steps are 
necessary to dismantle and remove those sections of the sheeting that 
are act ially strewn on the road. But that will be the limit of the 
immediate steps that we shall be taking to render safe sections which 
are causing a threat to safety. Should other sections become 
dangerous, 1 shall - as we agreed - draw those to your attention 
before authorising the Public Works Department to remove or dis­
mantle them. But I am confident that you understand that it was not 
possible to delay action on rendering safe the existing hazards*
You indicated that the Air Force Engineer should be arriving on the 
aircraft tomorrow, Saturday, 4 Novembert In the circumstances, both 
‘■r Mason, the Director of Public Aorks, and I myself, think that it 
would be appropriate for us to be at the airport to meet him so that 
wo can agree and arrange then an appropriate time to survey the damage 
and discuss the possible next steps*

I an pleased to know that you have taken urgent stops to call in -an 
Engineer of ths Argentine Air Force to assess the damage and the 
problem of dismantling and securing the remaining metal plates.
These now constitute a very real hazard. If the wind could thus lift 
and scatter approximately 1,080 metres of inter-lockad heavy sheeting, 
ths individual sheets and relatively tmiU sections that now remain 
could easily be blown on to and across the adjoining main road to 
Stanley Airport. I very much hope, therefore, that you have indi- 
cated this danger to the authorities in the Argentine and that due 
consideration is already being given tc the possibility of bringing 
in <?. small task force to render the remainder of the metal airstrip 
entirely safe. As you know, the ESHO hostel has been made ready for 
an Air Force construction team and the problems of accommodating a 
sms 11 task force of workers should be minimal.



AIiyi3/5

7 December 78

TEMPORARY AIRFIELD; KOOK”-s,.;.' ?CT?"

JOHN MASSINGHAM

co Director of Public Works

It is possible that you will receive a request from Mr Neil 
Reid; of* Transocean -Construct i< n ana Trading Limited, to buy 
any aluminium alloy sheets that may not be wanted by the 
Argentine Air Force.

Vicecomodoro E J Canosa
LADE OFFICE
STANLEY

;»hen formal representations were made to the Argentine authorities 
by the British Embassy in Buenos .'ires requesting the removal 
of the airstrip the point was made informally that the Falkland 
Islands Government would like first refusal to buy any scrap 
materials from the airfield. I should be grateful if you would 
bear this point in mind if, indeed, there are items of which you 
would wish to dispose, or which are not worth shipping away from 
Stanley.



PwD. ^Z/A-

construction & trading limited

Port Stanley-Falkland Islands

Telex 916013 CORD-G

p

o

JR RobertsonDirectors: NG Reid (Managing) HM Milne F.C.A.

UK Office: 94a Whitechapel High Street 
London E1 7RH

Stanley* 1978o

Yours truly.

Director of Public Works,
50th November,

At the Hostel site itself we have now set out the building roughly particularly 
with respect to the high element of the structure and the deep excavations to 
rock for mass concrete filling can be undertaken as soon as the 807 is available 
The first batch of roof frames is now available for checking and we will be 
setting out and excavating for the drainage in the next few days if your staff 
would care to check these elements of the works*

vie understand that PWD have now been presented with the foundation material 
at the temporary airfield site and that it is immediately available for use*
As you know we are awaiting reconnection of the site road to the Goose Green 
pebble bank in order to complete the Hostel site road and also to stockpile 
for the floor filling and for which we have contracted with you re the supply 
of machinery to load, distribute etc*
With the advent of the Airfield material if your machinery is not immediately 
available we can provide our own excavator and tractor trailers that would be 
capable of winning material for road and foundation fill as we must carry out 
this operation now if we are not to request further extentions of time* If you 
are in agreement with our request to utilise the Airfield material please let 
us know by return and we will start operations from the East end of the deposito
Whilst on the question of the Airfield we would like to utilise a supply of the 
interlocking, shee_ts_that are too damaged for further use as a means of bridging

- over the Hostel site main to allow the balance of the earth moving to start to 
coincide with the availability of the 807 after its major welding repair* We are 
surprised that this welding has been set aside from your programme in favour of 
tiie~ town’road repairs as the use of the 807 is so crucial to our programme and 
without which we are unable to carry out the works in a' safe manner re the water 
main* If you could give us a firm date for the utilisation of the 807 it would 
assist*
VZhilst our repair works to the primamry unit at the crusher is now complete we 
must advise you that the secondary unit operations are lagging behind and also that 
some difficulty seems to exist in the electrical circuit* Again the availability 
of the Airfield material can assist in pulling back the lost days as it will be 
possible merely to rescreen the material using a water flush for which you are 
currently repairing the Sykes Pump unit and again we would ask your confirmation 
that we may take Airport material'to the crusher site with our own equipment for 
a trial run©

Dear Mr* Mason,
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Copy of Transoceans letter of ;0 Nov. 1978 attached

• 3ohn Hodges, Engineering Adviser. 
Chief Secretary4^fc——■ 
Deve 1 opmen t Officer. 
Bui Id inp; Super in tendent.
Bor your information.

The Manager,
Construction ■ Trading .Ltd, 

■?ort Stanley .

X note your remarks concerning t e site progress in your final 
: ara-jraph, and I >vill ask the BuiJding Superintendent to arrange 
meting ■•.■ith you in order to check the roof frones, -nd drainage.

X rofex* to your letter of the JOth Nov mber, the contents of which 
are noted.

.■ ixyctur Public •

pp"
4th be©ember

Dear irs, 
1.

r’ux’thei'Bora, I have not oontBaotad with you to sypply plant to 
stockpile for the floor filling at the Hostel Site and as i’or the 
access road you could have completed it weeks ago if you had not iuft 
its construction to concentrate upon the main hostel excavations.

I was interested to learn that trie 80/ is so crucial to your 
programme, and without it you «,z*e arable io guarantee cho safety of 
the w,.tor raain. 1 have x'i?poate. iy samel you in the pa^t of uhe need 
to prot&ot the wator rising laai-- without a great ueal of uucces;;, but 
to insist upon the 80? being i-.iade available for this reason appears 
to */ie another blatnnt attempt to ti’ansfer y jur uite px-oblemj to the 
P.’k.D. X have already rientioned Lj you that we will try and help you 
with the 807 once it corses out &: the Workshop, but X would ask you 
to realise that the ?.5.D. h-.^s a heavy plant coriraittsent on the 
Stanley - Dax'win ro^d, which cannot be n gleeted.

firstly, the temporary airfield5111 material ho aid shortly becone 
available fox* use elsewhere, and I wool suggest that you keep in 
touch with j&® and wo can arrange for you to excavate and transport 
from the :&»t end. I think there is little possibility of P.A.f.A. 
plant being made available to you for this purpose.

The interlocking aluminium alloy sheets from the Vwp orsay airfield 
arts not the <ro ex'ty of Government at thio point in timo. I would 
advise you to contact the Argentinian representative ir Comaodoro 
Canoca, if you wish to them for the Hostel.

In your second ; ai’agraph you state that y'.-u are ^wxiting reconstruc tion 
of the site road to 'roosc Green gobble b(*nk i-\ oiMer to conqilete the 
Hostel site road. You ::ay be waiting for the . .J. to complete their
access road to Goos® Breen, but f would re-ljiu you that in the separate 
Lump Sum Contract you have negotiated with the L1.0.D., for th® access 
to Ute beach matex'ials at liza Cove, a.-:d .oose Green is the contractor’s 
responsibility. There arc not. any grounds for dela^y on this subject 
vdiich you oral tnmafex- to the

finally*, I r^ilise you are h :rd-pr seed for ;.-lant ano transport on 
this contract, and I will do -•hat I c.-m to assist you. Hevez*theless, 
I resent most strongly your incessant tendency to place all your 
troubles on the J’\ inability to ju; ply plant anti transport 
when you need it. Tn tensa of your contract, you are entirely 
responsible for th® 3up>>ly of the plant .and transport for the project, 
see para 16, of the Jpeciai Specificeiti^iX

Yours truly, /

-6 DEC 1978 )*



EXTRACT FROM MINUTES OF EXECUTIVE COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 1 2TH DECEMBER 1978

AIR/1 3/5 Temporary Airstrip (8/78 - 3)2.
9/78

I

,4

Council was told that Government had informed the 
Argentine authorities of its interest in acquiring sone 
of the aluminium strips which had formed the temporary 
airstrip, but that it was understood that most of the 
material would be taken away for use elsewhere. The 
Argentine authorities wore making preliminary arrange­
ments for its removal at the request of the Falkland 
Islands Government.


