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i.y dear Sir Sanuel,.
I have written to you

and will

7

X

I

real tree.
here are

ETC*
'■

FALKLAND .ISLANDS,
CQKFI.uENTI.AT,.

..

1 and I was wondering whether it 
would be possible for the fueen and Irincess 

Lary/ .

Islands.

C.,

1927.

I hope to give a Christmas Tree party 
at the end of this year to which I shall 
invite all the children of the Falkland

I

GOVERKwEnT HOUSE,

Oer-general 
l&UEL TILSON,

ETC., .
X. C.iu.

As you know the people out 
very loyal,

G.,

shall have to import a tree 
from the Argentine as there is nothing 
suitable around Stanley. I doubt very much- 
if some of the children have ever seen a

STANLEY, 
15th June,

officially about my arrival here, 
write to you by next mail giving you my 
first impression of local conditions.



- 2 -

r-ince asimilar

come.

I have to

of course
I cannot but

The/

9

These three presents

signatures
write now as the mails are so uncertain.

could be raffled, for.

or me. It would, add enormously to 
the gifts if a small card was attached with 
the Royal donors’

Mary to give a doll each, or something 
, for the girls, and the 

knife for the boys.

I only ask, of course, on the condition 
that my request is in order, 
think that Her Majesty will be pleased to 
give such intense pleasure to her small loyal 
subjects living so far away under trying con
ditions.

I an sure it -ould create a great 
impression, and be remembered for years to 

If it is possible to arrange this 
could the gifts be despatched direct to the 
Crown Agents with instructions that they 
are to be sent with the presents they are 
buying



4

- 3

The party will be opened by a real

regards.

Yours very sincerely.

With kindest

life Santa Claus



GOVERNHEaT NOTICE.Ho. 99.

Stanley, Falkland Islands.
1927.

To the children of the Falkland Islands and their
Dependencies :

a? Santa Claus thatI have been informed by J

next.

my Invitation now because some of you
eeks for letterslive a long way off and it takes many

you.
if it is possible, toPlease ask your parents 3

send a reply to ray Aide-de-Camp so that I may know how

do not
all.

is very busy on Christmas Eve,
and it is not often he can spare the time to come to us

J
Governor.

M.P. C/8/27.

CA <\S
Father Santa Cl-tgrs

to reach

in person, so we must all do our best to give him a 
hearty welcome.

of you, who are sixteen or under, to a

6th July,

Government House,

whether I I shall be delighted to welcome you
many are coming,. but whether I receive replies or

girls and boys, 
Christmas Tree Party which will be held in the Town 
Hall from 4 to 8 on December 24th next.

I am sending

I have much pleasure, therefore, in inviting all

he will visit Stanley, in person, on Christmas Eve



C/8/27.

27.

tanley.
2.

as many as possible will be present at the

Acting Colonial

Manager, Hill Cove,
WEST FALKLAND.

I have the honour to enclose a copy of a 
Government Notice which has been issued inviting

Esq., J.P.,

occasion.

pleased if you will be good enough to make this 
known to all employed on your station and hopes

Secretary.

15th July,

S. Miller,

that

1927,

Sir,

Town Hall,
I am to say that His Excellency will be

I an,
Sir,

Your obedient servant,

all the children in the Colony who are sixteen or 
under to a Christmas Tree Party to be given by the 
Governor on the 24th of December, 1927, in the



CIRCTHAR LETTER AS IN RED(7) addressed to the following PEOPLE.

i East Falklands.

West Falklands.

J.P.

Islands.

J.P.

/Ml

Tu/

If 

it 

it 

Tf

Douglas Station. 
Salvador.
Port Louis, N. 
Bluff Cove 
Moody Valley 
Johnson’s Harbour 
Rincon Grande. 
Darwin.

Hill Cove.
Port Howard.
Fox Bay, East.
Roy Cove.
Spring Point
The Chartres.
Port Stephens.
Fox Bay, West.

If 
n 
IT

Passage & Split Is. 
carcass Island. 
West Point 
Saunders 
Pebble 
Sea Lion

Bleaker Island.
Lively
Weddell
New

R. Gr£enshields, Esq..
A. Pitaluga, Esq.
V. Robson, Esq.
J, Gletheroe, Esq.

%C. Bender, Esq.
*"D.R.Smith, Esq,.
M. pitaluga, Esq,.
XT.G.Slaughter, Esq., J.P.

VA.M.Bonner, Ss^,. 
V. Coutts, Esy,.
XJ. HamiltPn, Eso.
\Mrs, F. Scott, 
X). C.Wessell, Esq.
'ST. Hansen, Esq.
\A.E.Felton, Esq., 
SR. N• Bound, Esq. 
\G. Dean, Esq..
X,irs. H. Ricketts,

^S. Miller, Esq.. J.P.
XuC.Pole-Evans, Esq, J.P.
H. V.Cobb, Esq..
'H. Clement, Esq., 
Ss. Shannon, Esq,. 
Vz-. H. Lux ton, Esq., J.P. 
**J. Robertson, Esq., J.P.

Robson, Esq., J.P.



73

H. B.
0

Dear Hods 021 i

1 hear from the .ueen’s Private Secretary
that Her Majesty hopes to be able to meet your wishes
and will go into the matter on her return to London.
So I hope all will go as arranged.

It sounds a fascinating place and when a
there is nothing

I’d like better only I suppose it takes a bit of
time getting there and back. But in many ways X
envy you - what a change from the Sudan.’

My best wishes to you and success to all
your work and a thousand thanks for the invitation.

Yours slxieerely,

Airlie.

setter from the Earl of Airlie to
His Ibccellency A. I’. Hodson, Esq.. 3

Aug. 8, 19 E7.

Kirriemuir,

really long holiday seems possible,

Cortaehy Castle,



■ —— ,q

/2/
&

BUCKIHGHAH PALACE.
11 th August, 1927.Personal.

Pith reference to your letter to Lord.
I an commanded by The ^ueon

to forward to you herewith a parcel of gifts from Her
Majesty for your Christinas Tree for the children of

I am sending this box through
the Colonial Office

May I be allowed, to add. that the uueen is
making a special exception in your case, and naturally
it would not oe possible for Her Majesty to send

Will you,
kindly use your discretion in keeping the

matter iuiet?
fours very truly,

Assistant Private Secretary 
to The ' ueen.

J
I

the Falkland Islands.

presents to all the Government Houses.

Letter from the Assistant private Secretary to
The ueen to Arnold Hodson, Esu»9 Q. M. G.

Dear Mr. Hodson,

Arnold Hodson, Esq,./ C.M.G., Government House, FalAland Islands.

therefore9

CGPY.

Gerald Chichester,

Airlie of June 15th last,



BUCHIHG4L.V5 PALACE

1927.

I have dealt

with the attached correspondence and 2he cjieen has
-9

X am sending Her Majesty1s gifts direct

you need have no further bother about the matter.
I hope you are having a nice time in

Scotland.

ft. Chichester.
1.1. c s

Kirriemuir, Eorfarsliire.

COPIC

In Harry Varney’s absence,

fours sincerely,

11th August,

Cortachy Castle,

Letter from the Assistant Private secretary to the 'user*. to *?he Earl of Airlie.

decided to send a parcel of toys to Mr. Hodson.

to Hr. Hodson through the Colonial Office, so that

The Earl of Airlie,

..ear Airlie,



X

Bo

This seems alright.’ I am so glad
and hope they will be nice ones (the toys)

Good lUCj£?

Yours

Airlie.

Aug.

2io

1227 o

C’ortachy Castle,

'1 f£ *Lt> ,

Letter from the Earl of Airlie to HisExcellency^ v.l Rodson, Esq.* t Q. i.L G.

Bear Hodson <>

Kirriemuir,



$ COPY.

Colonial Office,

s.Ll.

1927.

2 ho Useins Private Secretary has sent me a
box containing some Christmas presents for the
children of the Falkland Islands, and also a letter
I have handed them to the Department to forward, at
the first opportunity.

Arnold Hudson. Es^.t u. M. G.

-Col, }{. v. B. de Satge, 
to Arnold Hodson,

Yours sincerely,

Dear Hodson,

loth August,

Downing Stre e,t 5

Letter from Lieut.
C. j.;o Qc , 1A 3. Q. >

H. V. de Satge.
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4237
Marked

Bales.Nos. Cases. Description of Stores.Weight.

nd 6eb5 27 lb»*

Steamer

DockFrom

X* d.s.

per foot

) NO CHARGE

£
Nos. Packing Particulars.

-p.—7

1 parcel from H.M. The Queen.HC 6885
u

I
8. 22.

I1
I
■ i

Super : feet at

In Crate

'(Cases.

Cost of packing and delivery f.o-b.

(Description.of packing ■

a receipt givcn to t)ic Shipping Coy., awl, if the weight of any 
" '-age and given Vl these packing particulars, the zi/l

Reference b/423?

.. of 17.0.27

Special A'fcf

Dept.

Consignee ■ .

I -j . f GVt—. ■ 
receipt 

Package differs to any appreciable extent from ' 
should be 'endorsed to that-effect. -

Measurements 
2/1, 1/3, 1/1

Amo 1 d j * 0 d s o n A 3 q., C. Ki. g » 
H. h • Go v<J rnor 

Falkland island

Bales.

no ’ CHARGE ’;
i . T.v -I

ORIGINAL SHIPPING advice.
i The Crown Agents for the Colonies have to report the undermentioned shipment 

^I^closures:—
Bill of-La(t*ng jJCji z ’. >,

Suppliers Dwoiee /

. * • -Packing particulars—ds detailed below. ■

the weight niMd^^ltsid
.1 on thc olttside of . the pack(



Icth A'i 1927-

ti Hany Do

Reoei-ed on Doarc. the ano e easel 1 Case

Pressed to the Co eraor. Da.lklan . Istands-a .
11Mea s- .'.rements 2’1 Weight "0 Ids

From Messrs d* T

The Oro n Agents Dor the Colonies
Lone . on „

*'**-&.

F. T. DUNCAN.
J . W. DUNCAN.

132, Dock Street, N E WPORT, mon.
A N O 

BARRY DOCKS.

W-T.Duncan & C?
'Sicrnnafyi-p 

^rakers.
A •XlllX* J, 1.
- TELEPHONE - 

2758 ( 2 LINES) 

~ T"

t-

X 1»A"

a /2 .

SCOTTS CODE I88S-19O6.

Telegraphic Address:- DUNCAN, CARDIFF.

o Dun-;an d Co., Agents Dor

So So" Falk



Holmested. Blake & Co., Ltd.
Hill Cove,

Falkland Islands,^



Port Howard

West Falklands.

August 30th. 1927

Sir,

I have the honour to acknowledge rsctjfcpt of your 0/8/27*

of July I5th.last.

His Excellency’s invitation has been post;9
and I beg to express gratitude to him on behalf of the
people on this farm for same.

I am Sir,
Your obedient Servant

The Honourable
J. M. Ellis

Acting Colonial Secretary
Stanley.

J

■’ 2?SEP.1927 I)



GOVERNMENT HOUSE,
FALKLAND ISLANDS.

9

it/

ETC

STANLEY,
28th September, 1927.

*

I will not tell any other Governors 
about it but, of course, in these Islands

GERALD CHICHESTER, ESQ.,ETC., ETC., ETC.BUCKINGHAM PALACE, S.W.

of course,

Dear Mr. Chichester,
I an very grateful 

for your letter of August 11th., and the 
toys have arrived safely.

Will you please convey to The Queen 
my humble thanks and deep gratitude for Her 
Majesty’s kindness in forwarding the 
presents.

It will be a red-letter day in the 
lives of the children out here, and one 
they will never forget, and I will not fail 
to send you later a full account of the 
Jtoas tree.



- 2

Yours very truly,

5

i

!

it will be the one subject of conversation 
for many months afterwards, and it will 
certainly be mentioned in the local Church 
Magazine but I take it you will have no 
objection to this unless I hear to the 
contrary ?

Again with many thanks for your kind
ness and trouble.

AR'TOLB HnD3



i

GOVERNMENT HOUSE,

FALKLAND ISLANDS.

Dear Airlie,

and 13th.

sent

with me

STANLEY, 
28th September, 1927.

ten presents
It will be a red-letter day inpleased, 

their lives and one they will never forget. 
I am more grateful to you than I can say.

We went down to South Georgia the 
other day. The Reindeer gave us great 
sport and the ski-ing was excellent.

The whalers are marvellous sea-men.
You must really come out and hunt whales

We will let you shoot one your
self, although I’m afraid the head will be 

too/
THE RIOIT HONOURABLE

THE EARL OF AIRLIE, M.C., 
ETC., ETC., ETC.

Very many thanks for your 
two letters from Cortachy dated August 8th 

It was kind of you troubling 
about the Nfnas tree, and Her Majesty has 

The children will be



2 -

self.
Yours

ARNOLD HODSON

too large to take hone as a trophy 
January and February are the best months.

Please give my kind regards to Sir 
Lionel Oust and with best wishes to your-



F
xf7 *

FALKLAND ISLANDS.
1927.

So many thanks for your

The
safely.

children out here will be pleased.The

C.M.G.,

Dear de Satge,

letter of August 13th.
toys and letter arrived quite

STANLEY,
29th September,

Yours sincerely,

GOVERNMENT HOUSE,

ARNOLD HODSON.

LT.-COLONEL H. V. de SATGE, COLONIAL OFFICE, s.w.



T

I

12i-th September, 1J2/.

Sir,
With reference to your letter of the 13th June

regarding the Christmas presents for the children of the

information the formal advice of the order which we have
placed with the Army and Navy Stores. We trust that the
toys will be found suitable.

The toys, etc. will be shipped in a steamer2.
which is due to leave Liverpool about the 22nd September
which will permit of their arriving in ample time for
Christmas.

3. The Pacific Steam Navigation Co. have very
kindly offered to take the toys free of freight and the
only charge on that account which will be payable will
be about £3. -. for getting the toys to Liverpool.

In view of the special circumstances of the
case we have also decided to waive our Office commission.

I have the honour to be,
Sir,

Your obedient Servant,

for CROWN AGENTS.
lis Excellency,

The Governor,
FALKLAND ISLANDS.

s. CA

4, MILLBANK,

WESTMINSTER,
LONDON, S.W. 1.

ALL COMMUNICATIONS 

TO BE ADDRESSED TO THE 

CROWN AGENTS FOR THE COLONIES.

THE DATE OF THIS LETTER BEING QUOTED 
AND THE FOLLOWING REFERENCE: I ...

TELEGRAMS. "CROWN, LONDON." 

TELEPHONE. 7730 VICTORIA.

O /

1(^7 G/Falkland Islands
2715.

Falkland Islands, I have the honour to enclose for your



QUANTITY'. DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF ARTICLES. RATE. AMOUNT.

1 Santa Claus outfit. 2 0
400 0 0

Pur animals, Trains, Boats, Tops, etc
including 2 0

200 xo i2 0

36-hoxes Crackers, each containing 12• 1/6 2 0

7 X 7-lb« tins Boiled Sweets. 2

>0x 1-lb. Chocolates• 4

400 x lb. closed bags for Sweets (Crepe Paper). 1

 additional ■-

“Contd-

(if any) f

r 9

82 U= £

1
2

=£ 68 15 3

.19___

Instructions to Inspector :—
Add to S.O. $ D.S. only: —

L   
Form G. 40. 10,000/2/27.

TO THE CROWN AGENTS
FOR THE COLONIES,

4, MILLBANK,
LONDON, S.W. 1 .

Xmas Tree Ornaments ana decorations 
Candles and clips.

1365
3

ITEM 
NO.

in the Crown Agents' Ojjice.)

19

101

jrt at which they 
>wu Agents.)

Telegrams: “Crown." London. 
Telephone 1 Victoria 7730.

10! 3
I

7T7

0!

t m ueiunea list 01
G/W^ ' DIRECT ORDER.

ZjViw space is for use

i n ./ No inspection.lnsfettor:- Accented U.9.27.
*

Add to F. <&$£-& S.

Toys comprising:- Dolle-, Soldiers, Knives, 
Kechanical toys, Motors, Kindergarten Toys, 
Pur animals, Trains, Boats, Tops, etc.,etc.,eta.

Deduct:—Trade and shipping allowances ) njj

---- per cent, on 
Cash discount for prompt payment 
•per cent, on £>

50

Dated this_____ 1 -------- day of.

(This space is for use in the Crown Agents' OjficeJ

Add to F., S.O., $ D.S.:— , • I

Cost of packing for export ... ...
Cost of delivery f.o.b...*4™ 

Alternative : Cost of packing and postage

to .................................. -

Net amount payable (including all charges) 
on receipt of bills of lading, parcels 
receipt or certificate of posting

Alternative : L
Total net cost f.o.b .............

(Finns should insert here a quotation for delivery at any other poi
can deliver t.o.b. more cheaply than at the purl indicated by the Cro\

To be shipped withe at 
fail by a steamer due to leave Liverpool 
about 22nd September.

""f ?Alkland 1B w • TENDER for the supply of Presents & decorations for~’Xmas
m m this suijat returnable not later than .

Messrs. MapfftpcGoT.’B Ir. of
Tne Army ft Ma„„ Special A/C (i^' ~ 27 ’

Dept ••
Date Issued 8 • 9 • 27 •

14;

16; o
r! 6

We hereby agree to supply, of the best quality aitd make, subject to the approval of your inspector and to the conditions 
deliver free on board ship .

overleaf and to----- ------------------------------within Spp ♦ days from the date of order, the articles above specified, at the price set
against each, and at the total cost shown above, which includes all charges.

Signature^ ...Ariny-.^-i^Vy—-----------------------  

Address „ —

1 3th jav nf September,1927

M Toe Army & Havy Stores, 

10>, Victoria Street, S.V'.l.

____________________ 7">______
Notz.—AU Dock and Harbour Dues and Charges (including P.L.A. 
port rates and Clyde Dues) are payable by the Contractor and must 
be included in the contract. These are payab)6 in full on:—
(а) Railway material, coal, coke, oil to be usea to generate boat or 

to produce power, and on any stores intended for purposes 
other than the direct use of a Government Department or for 
any trading purpose.

(б) Stores shipped to Iraq (excepting those for Iraq Native Levies). 
On Otheb Stobks, the following reduced rates aro payable, viz:— 
London.—Eleven-twelfths of published consolidated rates for Dock 
and Harbour Dues, Wharfage, etc., plus three-quarters of P.L.A. 
Port Rates.
Other Ports.—Three-quarters of charges.

The exemption certificates necessary to secure reductions will 
be forwarded by the Crown Agents.

A^detaijed Jlst^of the contents must be enclosed when possible in each package. | j

_______  ________'—Cost of articles specified on continuation sheet)

Total II
) ji 63

Carnival Novelties, comprising:- Hats, Caps, 
Masks, Blowouts, Streamers, Wavers, Hatties, 
Trwapetr.i, ata., etc., etc.



Page No. 2.

detailed description of articles. AMOUNT.

“ ~ 'I--------------

Packages

O.H.EBB.

soon an

I

■J

G
Falkland^ I b •271^/1.

ITEM 
NO.

1I

may be proce ded with.
---- 1 as foilowe• •»

271 >• Govt • Houre.
Stanley.

TO 
L3A.YS

& ^-vy store*.
QUANTITY.

-------- 1
I

I
RATE.

I v'T’.nnP-7'1*0117 FAT BY A DUB TO 
OOh ABOUT 22nd

The ord ex r
should he ad dr ok ised

A formal order will be to firm 
possible aster the quotation ir. received.



14th September 1927

Dear Mr.Hodson,
I have just passed today an official letter to you

with reference to the Christmas presents which you asked us
to send out to you for a Christmas tree.

I hope very much that these will be found to be
satisfactory in every way.

I

I also got an old school fellow
of mine, Sir Alan Burgoyne, who happens to be a director of
the Army and Navy Stores, to see that some intelligent
person on their staff attended to the order.

Please do not bother to reply to this as I am off
in a month to Kenya and Tanganyika and round the Cape, and
shall not be back at my desk here until towards the end of
January.

A.W.Hodson Esq.., C.M.G.

4, MILLBANK,

WESTM INSTER,
LONDON, S.W. 1.

arranged for a lady to assvt in the selection of the toys as 
A

I had visions of 200 dolls being sent out with precisely the
/same faces and expressions.

It is not often that we receive 
an indent here with such a human interest in it/



FALKLAND ISLANDS.

C.V.O.,
&c., &c.

Thank you for your letter 
it is most kind, of

Dear Mr.

that the pleasure which we shall be giving 
to/

14th October9

Thornton,

&C.,

of the 14th of September;
taken so much trouble about theyou to have 

presents for the Christmas Tree Party which 
I am giving to the children of the Colony. 
Very few of them have ever seen a Christmas 
Tree or Santa Claus and they are of course all 
looking forward eagerly to Christmas Eve. Kay 
I also thank through you the lady who was good 
enough to help in the selection of the toys - 
two hundred twin dolly sisters would indeed 
have been overpowering - as well as Sir Alan 
Burgoyne ?

I am sure that you will all feel with me

GOVERNMENT HOUSE,
STANLEY,

1927.

ESQ., C.M.G.,H. C. THORNTON,



- 2 -

to the children of these distant and hitherto

Again very many thanks.

ARNOLD HODSON.

somewhat neglected Islands will be in itself 
a full reward for our efforts.

Yours sincerely,

Although this letter may reach you after 
the time I wish you none the less the good 
old wish for Christmas and the New Year.



C/8/27.

27^

I am to express to you Els Excellency’s

THE PACIFIC STEAM NAVIGATION COMPANY,
GOREE, 

LIVERPOOL.

I am directed by the Governor to 
inform you that His Excellency has Learned 
through the Crown Agents for the Colonies of 
your kind action in offering to convey free of 
freight to Stanley a consignment of Christinas 
Tree presents for the children of the Falkland

2.
Islands.

14th October,

Gentlemen,

I am,
Gentlemen,

Your obedient servant,

f 4
Colonial Secretary.

sincere thanks for and deep appreciation of your 
generous assistance in this matter.



C/8/27.

27.

2715

2.

4.

O o

I am to add that I have also written at 
His Excellency’s direction to the Head Office of 
the Pacific Steam Navigation Company thanking them 
for their kindness in offering to convey the toys 
free of freight to Stanley.

I enclose His Excellency’s personal cheque 
in the sum of £68. 15s. 3d, in settlement of the

Gentlemen,

14th October,

I am directed by the Governor to 
acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
14 th of September. 1927, No. 118 G/Falkland Islands 

, relative to the supply of Christmas presents 
for the children of the Falkland Islands, and to 
thank you for the trouble which:you have been so
good as to take in this matter.

I am also to convey to you His Excellency’s 
appreciation of your kindness in waiving your office 
commission in this case.

3d, 
account for the toys supplied by the Army and Navy 
Stores.

THE G OV.'N AGENTS FOR THE COLONIES,4, MILLBANK, WESTMINSTER, LONDON, S.W.l.

I am,
Gentlemen,

Your obedient servant, 
9/V

Colonial Secretary.



o INVOICE.
(Advice Copy.)

IS. 2715
Indent No.

Special a/c. (if any)

Department

To be filled In by Contractor

Description of Article in wording of Tender. Rate.T. lb. £ d. £ d.

C.A.

162
21/- 4 7

%
400

400
1

2

65[iTp>CD f W£ £

S. 59a. 20,000/6 /27.

Item
Nos.

Shipped by S.S. 
or

Date of posting

1
50
2
2

10
0
0

10
10

0
6

u
0

7x7
50X1

GOVT. HOUSE
STANLEY ■

3
0

A. & N. C. I 

o h

Weight.
c. q.

THE ABOVE 2 CASES CONTAIN 
GOODS AS UNDER.-
% LB CREFt PAPER BAGS FOR 

sweets/closed/
8* TOYS/VARI OUS/

SANTA CLAUS OUTFIT
CHRISTMAS TREE ORNAMENTS
CARNIVAL NOVtLTlES

■

Quan
tity

NO.5571 CA:c ~ 29X20X15
1- 2- 0

LB TINS BOILED SWEETS
LB TINS CHOCOLATES

NO.5573! CASE - 56X52x32
3- 1- 0

NO.3573 CASE - 48X31X28
1- 2-24

0
I

2715 
C aA

N5?

THE CROWN AGENTS FOR THE COLONIES.
Dr to Messrs AR MY & NAVY CO-OPERATIVE SOCIETY LIMITED 

of 105 VICTORIA STREET. WESTMINSTER. 5. W. i

Date 16TH SEPTEMBER 1927

Reference Q/ FALKLAND

/ ^7-.-“7



Continuation Sheet No. 
Ref'erence_ G/FALKLAN D IS, 2715

Description of Article in wording of Tender. Rate.
T. lb. £ d.£s. s.

65 913

N0.3S

36 2 014

Of.-

PACKING 2

11Z,
LISS 4/ ON £68/7/9 8

TOTAL 15 3

L

7
Carried forward ...

I
7 !

INVOICE.
(Advice Copy.)

Item
Nos.

Quan
tity.

Form
6,000

OR

il

1

Brought forward ...!

Weight.

c. q.

8. 59b.
7/26.

ii' f
2 14

/?

4T

d.
1—''I

7^ CA-£ - 29X18X29
BOXtS CRACKERS2”10
ALSO ENCLOSED,
12 GRA&0PH0N£ RECORDS VALUE ^/lc/0<
ORDERED BY & CHARGED TO THE A/|C

H.e#
A HODSON



From His Excellency the Governor

to the Honourable the Colonial Secretary.

V

/

/yj

-<CL-£

er tr* -

a //

/ V3

Ctl.

L ff- 1-7

7

/

ZL



FL

MINUTE.

22nd Odtober 19 27

From. ...TheColonial Engineer . To

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY,

Stanley, Falkland Islands.

The Hon. Col. Secy. ,

I beg to submit the following reply to His

Excellency’s minute of 15/10/27 , returned herewith.

2 . Four hundred children could be seated for tea , with/

ample space for service ♦ An extra 80 could be seated , but the

children would be somewhat closely packed.

Tables , consisting of boards on trestles?^can be provided.3 .
Trestles can be borrowed from private persons and boards from
either the P .W.D . ot the F .1 .Co .

Planks are placed across chairs; by this means seatingSeating.

for the full number of children can be provided and chairs be

retained for adults .

The estimated number of chairs obtainable is as follows:

240 .
A further 120 seats aigcan be provided by the use of 16 forms ,
which are kept in the Town Hall , giving a total of j6o seats.

can be hired fromPlates , mugs and cups and saucers4 .

Messrs The F.I .Co . at Jd a dozen , the cost of all breakages being

made good. The F.I.Co. will advise me of the number of plates , etc.

which will be available at the end of December.

The following particulars may be of interest in connexion5-
with previous parties which have been held under my supervision.

with their parents in the Refreshment Room. The Main Hall was kept

as

Hall ,

clear for the children to play) in. I would respectfully suggest 

for consideration that the tables be placed on the main floor in

The number of children varied from 2J0 to 275 * The tea was served 

on the stage , generally in two sittings . The infants had their tea

such a manner as to provide seating accommodation for JOO children;, 

much flocr space as possible being left at the west end of the 

The arrangement/

150
90

No.________
(It is requested 

that, in any refer
ence to this minute, 
the above Number 
and the date may 
be quoted).

Now in the Town Hall .... ........
To be hired from the Church Room .



®he arrangement to be such as to allow the tables to be

readily dismantfc&d after the tea has been served , so

providing a clear floor for the children to play in* The

stage to be for adults , if any , and the North Corridor
to be kept clear for workers•

1927.

r

r

r

- r r

i

Colonial Engineer*
22nd October ,



Stanley

woodbine rSakery

2 Sth October 192/.

The:Honouraule.

The.colonial Secretary

At

cost of catering &c,for a tea for aoout 3o0 to 400 children

Hire of orocxery -14/— breakage .aoout h/

for the aoove:amount 1 propose:to supply the .following:-

ham oandwicn.es

Jam sanawich caKe;icea. Pastry, (Jam Tarts

lea ana bemonaae •

Sir,

sir®

catering £2K

currant • cc

>our request-I submit the.approximate

Sultana bake,

xour ooeoient servant,

1 nave tne honour to be.

oc ohe o so ca

iviaderia ba^e ,

oandwicn.es


Recode.

TELEGRAM.

From’-inls.ter,...Monte Video.

His.. Excellency, the Governor.To

16.45.192 V-Despatched: Time :

Received : 192 Time :

GOVERNOR
portstanley.

it will be perished

SCOTT.

Approximate cost Christmas Tree 15 feet high and
Experts considertransport to Port will be $35.

’That are your wishes.

28th October,



•)ecode.

TELEGRAM.

From.....Exc ellency. .. the. Governor.

H. B. M's... Minister Monte Video.To...

Time :Despatched-. 29th October, 12. 45 urn.
192. . Time :Received:

PRODROME,
MONTE VIDEO.

tor

GOVERNOR.

C.S. Form 2.

Your telegram of 28 October thank you 
your trouble. In view of the difficulties stated 
think it best to make other arrangements locally.

192rj

116. 10/5/27. 1,000.



Oil ice Stamp. No. and Circuit.No. No. of Words
>—i

cL.Date. Code Time
Clerk’s Stamp.

Sent at
d.£

2/

Via MADEIRA.

INSTRUCTIONS.

WESTERS.
FOX^BAY.

 

HIS EXCELLENCY WOULD LIKE TO KNOW IF ANY CHILDREN WISH TO COME

DECEMBER STOP

TRY TO ARRANGE FOR A STEAMER TO CALL AT FOXxBAY TO BRING THEM HERE
 TAKE'THEM'BACK

SECRETARY.

/§//s'

to abide.

 
E.C.2.LONDON,

Signature of Sender
Head OfficeELECTRA

CD
45

P 
C

o
tn

G

4S 
c/j
CD
X  
Ct

  "2

S 
>d o
<-*• 
P 
D

£
<D 
r—H 

45
eo
CD 
U

Charge.

T
i

I request that the above Telegram may .be forwarded according to the above Conditions, by which I agree

11

£  
CD —

£ 
CD 
C/2 
C/2 
p 

CTQ 
------ (DW

C/2 
---- o 
__  G>—< 

P-
- - er  Q

Q 

a> 
P 
r-*-   CD  
CL

  — I

2^

Fwd. Form.
(1919.) y0 of Message ( ,

THE WESTERN TELEGRAPHJOMPANY, Ltd/
...j4 
/ S' r zro ■

lount (if anyj 
ission in the
■--rain to its 
— Uomtany, 
service of the

O TO STANLEY FOR THE CHRISTMAS TREE PARTY TO MEET SANTA CLAUS WHO IS >
•Q ’ EXPECTED TO ARP.17E FROII THE SOUTH POLE WEATHER AND ZACHARIAH FEE

re TERMITTINGRDN^th." IF POSSIBLE HIS EXCELLENCY WILL O 
C  ----p 

AND
  a>

>-i t

P
“ r* 

CT> 
C/2

 -------- O 
P4 
P-----

CTQ 
G> 
CL

   A ddress_
HOUSE,’ FINSBURY PAVEMENT,

pi
■g_____
(p The Company may ^glhug«WPf5rwarTany Telegram although it has been received for transmission, but In that case the Company shall, on request, refund to the Sender the amount
L> paid for the transmission anirTreiivery of such Telegram. m
zt\ If any Telegram shall fall to reach its destination by reason of any neglect or default of the Company or its Servants, which shall have happened whilst the Telegram remained under

the control of the Company, and such failure shall not. Iiaxo been caused by “Jbrce muicure.” or bv ot her circumstances wh en the Comp mv could not reasonably have controlled, tnen the Company 
will refund to the Sender of such Telegram the amount paid for its transmission and delivery,' less all moneys paid <>r payable by t he Company in respect of such transmission or delivery to any —.

/—x other administration or authority (whether telegraphic or otherwise, a nd whether worleinp in connection with the Coni/nmii or notj, which shall not bo exclusively com rolled by the Company.
The Company shall not be Haute to refund any part of the amount paid for the transmission or delivery of a Telegram in any <ase in which the non-trans mission or nmi-dehvery thereof re

ntes been caused by force maieure," or by other circumstances which the Company could not have controlled, whether there shall or shall not have been neglect or default on the part of the t—*’ 
Company,or its Servants while the Telegram was under its control. r—

' The Company shall not, nor shall any other telegraphic administration or authority, be liable in any case whatever to make any compensation or payment beyond the amount (if any; >—.
T, to be refunded us above mentioned, for any loss, injury, or damage arising or resulting from the non-trans mission or non-delivery «f any Celegram or for any delay, error or omission m the z-s 
1 ' transmission or delivery thereof, from whatever cause such nqn-t rnnsmissiun, non-delivery, delay, error. or omission shall have occurred. 7'

For the purposes of these conditions the control of the Company • ver each Telearam shall be deemed to have entirely ceased when, in the course of the transmission of the Telegram to its 
destination, it shall have been entrusted by the Company for further transmission by telegraph or by post or otherwise to anv administration or authority not exclusively controlled by the Comuanv. 
and in case of further transmission by any line, system, or service of telegraphs whether the same shall ur shall not be worked as part of or in connection with the telegraphic system or _ 
Company, and the Company shall have full power to entrust any Telegram for further transmission to any other administration or authority subject to any conditions prescribed by them.

No. of Message 

O ------------------
g SERVICE 
P 
g
*£ Receiver’s Name
O
Q-
p Address



23rd. November 1927

1 should

Tea
His Excellency’s speech

Presentation of the Queen's gifts
•larch by the childrenGrand

Sir Roger de Coverley
First Chorus
Second

Sweets to be given out as the children leave the hall for home.

QUESTIONSCOMMENTS AND
At what time does His Excellency wish the Party to begin?1 .

2.

The Deanery,
Port Stanley, 

Falkland Islands.

There are 400 presents. Ip. consideration of the number of children 
in the schools the committee think it advisable to have 50 more 
presents, .nore especially for the elder girls (age 14-16); books,

horus ( during this Father Christmas 
enters )

? Zachariah Fee, Fairy &c.
Presentation of Gifts (during which the following games 

will be played in the hall:- 
0ranges & Lemons 
Stump 
musical Arms 
Choruses.

The Honourable
The Colonial Secretary, 

Stanley.
Sir,

The committee of ladies appointed^by His Excellency The Governor 
to make arrangements for his Children's Christmas Harty held their first 
meeting here last evening and I give below an outline of the suggested 
Programme together with certain remarks and questions which 
be glad if you would kindly submit to ^is Excellency for his comments 
and answers.



3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

Yours sincerely,

Vie suggest that a ticket of admission should be issued to adults 
wishing to accompany children too young to come alone, otherwise 
the hall will be crowded witn adults.

Does His Excellency wish to present each gift personally? If so, 
giving out at the rate of two per minute this will take 3 hours 
and 20 minutes for 400 gifts.

is it possiole for us to have the hall for preparations on Thursday 
and Friday, December 22nd. & 23rd.?

the assistance of the following persons:- 
The De an 
Mr.Hoare 
Mr.Baseley 
Mr.G.Roberts 
Mr.Coutts 
Cant. Nethercaate 
Mr. Grierson 
Mr.Jones 
Mr.Parkinson 
Hr.Hannaford 
Mr.A.Newing

Is it decided that the Christmas Tree shall be made in Stanley? 
if so, are we to order it?

'.'Ie propose securing
Mrs. T.Gleadell 
Mrs. Arthur Fleuret 
M r s. Park!n son 
hiss ^egg 
Miss .Varner 
Hiss Short 
Miss Riches 
Miss M.Hewing 
hiss Biggs 
Miss N.Osborne 
Miss G.Rieve 
Miss McNicol 
Miss W.Carey

We propose to divide the gifts into various groups suitable for the 
different ages; each child, according to his age, to choose from 
His particular group.

(2)
boxes of note-paper dec. We suggest getting a quantity of such on_
Sale or Return in order that there shall be no possiblity of running 
short.



ft 7.

2-f- (f.

Hon. Colonial Secretary,
Thank you for forwarding me the letter from

•"ill you kindly reply as follows :
I think it will be best to have the programme

as follows; tea, my speech, entry of Zachariah Fee,
and ths fairy children.Santa Claus,

Then when we have finished with them the drawing of the
lots for the Queen's presents and the presentation of

Then the grand march by the children’ and Sir Rogersame
de Coverley. After that the first chorus and then the
presentation of the Christmas tree presents to everyone
Then Oranges and Lemons and Stump, the second chorus,
Musical Arms, childrens games, and general choruses.
Then at the end of the evening God Save the King in full,
namely every verse

them to have the national Anthem in full.
arrangements can be altered in any way the Committee may
desire.

With regard to the comments and wuestione.
I think the party ought to commence at 4.301.

By that I mean if theyand go on until it is finished.
happy why not let them play on until 9 or 10 ?are

Certainly let the Committee get 50 more presents,2.
but they should only be got on the very distinct understanding
that they will probably not be required and that ifl this is th-
case they will be returned o

This is an excellent suggestion with which I3.
entirely agree

Mrs Vaughan.

A-

This should be printed in the
&»s>programme,which the children will keepz a?td it is good for

Of course these

Christmas comes but once a year and when it comes it 
brings good cheer"/

Bluebell, Buck,



29

I do wish to give every present personally.
The answer is in the affirmative. I shall be5#

grateful if the Committee will order the Christmas tree.
Certainly.6.

Will you please arrange for
the tickets to be printed and the best way for them to be

I shall be delighted if the ladies and gentlemen

In conclusion please convey to the Committee
my deep thanks for the trouble they are taking in this
matter and kindly ask them if they will come to tea on
Monday the 28th at 4.30 p.m.

•J

8«

I entirely agree.

distributed.

4.

7.

mentioned will assist.

23rd November, 1927.



(
No. and Circuit.

1040 .
The following TELEGRAM received at 

RADIO GOVT

6/12/27 Remarks.
22

Foreign No. No. of Words 

To COLONIAL SECRETARY,
Clerk’s Stamp.

W.B.D.
  

 

NONE OF THETHATEXCELLENCY CHILDREN RLEASE__INFORM _ IHIS_

FROM .HERE WILL going STANLEYBE TO FOR XMASTREE

CLEMENT.
 

 

   

   

     

 

 

 

to ensure

E.C. 2-

Waterlovr and Sona Limited, Printers, London Wall. London.

FOXBAY
From

)ecd. Form.
(1917.)

Otho
Dated  

No. of Message

THE WESTERN TELEGRAPH COMPANY, LIMITED.
Office Stamp.

PORTSTANLEYy 

Telegrams for Europe and beyond should be marked “Via Madeira” 
transmission by the direct cable route.

This form must) accompany any enquiry respecting this telegram.
Head OfficeELECTRA HOUSE,” FINSBURY PAVEMENT, LONDON, I

1630
Time______



44.

No. and Circuit.

The following TELEGRAM received at IQ4Q_..

From FOXBAY  RADIO GOVT .
Remarks.

No. of Words %%Foreign No. 9/12/27

IOOO'lime

COLONIAL .SECRETARY^To
Clerk’s Stamp.

PORTSTANLEY. 
 

  
W .B.D .

PLEASE THANK HIS EXCELLENCY FOR HIS KIND INVITATION
TO CHRISTMAS PARTY WE REGRET NO CHILDREN ABLE ATTENDTO

 WESTERS .

  

  

  

  

    

 

   

  

to ensure

E.C. 2.
Waterloo and Sons Limited, Printers, London Wall, London.

Recd. Form.
(1917.) No. of Message.

THE WESTERN TELEGRAPH COMPANY, LIMITED.
OffI^ Stamp.

DatedJ^ 

Telegrams for Europe and beyond should be marked “Via Madeira 
transmission by the direct cable route.

This form must accompany any enquiry respecting this telegram.
Head OfficeELECTRA HOUSE,” FINSBURY PAVEMENT, LONDON, I



NOTICE.GOVERNMENT

No. 181. COLONIAL SECRETARY’S OFFICE.
STANLEY, FALKLAND ISLANDS.

9TH DECEMBER. 1927.

HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR DIRECTS IT TO BE

NOTIFIED THAT A FINAL PERFORMANCE OF THE MUSICAL

PLAY ENTITLED ’’THE TROUBLES OF SANTA CLAUS” WILL

BE HELD IN THE TOWN HALL AT 8.0 P.M. ON THURSDAY

THE 29TH OF DECEMBER, 1927, TO WHICH ALL ARE CORD

IALLY INVITED.

for COLONIAL SECRETARY.

C/8/27.

3 *• a /
BY COMMAND,



NOTICS.GOVERNMENT
No. 182.

Colonial Secretary's Office,
Stanley, Falkland Islands.

9th December. 1927.

HIS EXCELLENCY'S CHRISTMAS TREE PARTY.

Owing to the limited space available in the
Town Hall, adults will not be admitted unless they
are accompanying children too young to come alone.

Such narents must secure a ticket of admission
beforehand which may be obtained from any of the
following ladies.-

Mrs. Vaughan.
Mrs. Hoare.
Mrs. Brown.
Mrs. Grierson.

All adults will be welcomed to a dress
rehearsal of the nlay in the Town Hall on Friday the
23rd of December at 8 p.m. sharp.

Children under 16 years of age will not be
admitted on this occasion.

entirely secret.

for Colonial Secretary
M.P. C/8/27.

It is earnestly requested that adults who are 
present will keep the plot and details of the nlay

By Comman^- M



b

A^XL^sX^

WAVERLEY HOUSE,

STANLEY,

* k. A \| |

I I I FALKLAND ISLANDS.



r

C/8/27.

16th December, 27.

With reference to your letter of the 15th
addressed to His Excellency the1927

Mada”,

for Colonial Secretary.

MRS A. M. WILLIAMS, WAVERLEY HOUSE, STANLEY.

for you at the Musical Play which is to be held at 
the Town Hall on the evening of the 2?rd of 
December, 1927.

of December,
I am directed to inform you that arrange

ments will be made for four seats to be reserved
Governor,

I am,

Your obedient servant,

Madam,



FALKLAND ISLANDS.

The Governor desires to thank Miss

Bessie Newlng and the Children of the Falk

land Islands for the charming message address
ed to the Queen which they handed to His

Excellency on the occasion of the Christmas

Tree Party on Christmas Eve and to tell5

them that he will cause this message to be

sent to Her Majesty with a full account of

STANLEY,
2nd January, 1928

the Party.



Decode.
TELEGRAM.

The Secretary of State for the Colonies.To 

2nd January, 192 8 19.15.Time :Despatched :

Received : 

GOVERNOR.

C.S. Form 1.

CHAPELRIES, 
LONDON.

115. K/5/27. 1,000.

Grateful if following message from the children 
of the Falkland Islands to the Queen on the occasion of 
the gift of presents by Her Majesty for ray Christmas 
Tree Party on the 24th December may be submitted to 
Her Majesty begins: To our Beloved and Revered Queen 
We the hoys and girls of the Falkland Islands humbly 
beg to lay before Your Majesty our dutiful thanks for 
Your Majesty’s most gracious kindness in giving to us 
this Christmas so many and such beautiful presents. 
We know not how properly to tell Your Majesty the full
ness of our gratitude and the depth of our emotion that 
Your Majesty should have been pleased to think of us 
who live in the farthest corner of our great Empire. 
Our fathers and mothers have taught us to be loyal to 
our King: our Queen has herself now made us to love her. 
From our hearts we pray that Your Majesty may enjoy this 
Christmas a happiness equal to that which Your Majesty 
has given to us all ends. Original message and full 
account of party with printed programme and photographs 
follow by mail.

192 ... Time : 

His Excel!ency the. Governor,



is Stanley ■

Decemoer .1927.

1'he :Honourable :

Sir®

1 feel assured ’that His excellency the

gave i-ixieir wi lling ana valuaole:services at His Excellency^

tne programme•

selected oy .myself with tne consent of mrs /augnan.

lease: iiinuly forward ana oolite;

Ja me s of He Ipe rs : -

ivii see s

Yours truly,.

m.Davis ,R®Hall, J®siggs, u-®King, A.Kiddle $S

ih© : uolenial Secretary,.

oe E.Summers,

gentlemen wnose names are:

me ssrs Pallini , w®J • Summers , S® Summers «

overnor would oe.pleasea to Know tn©.names of tnose:who

%■

' ' isi.

nerejquotea oelow Having experience in tnese :functions were4;

me mauies ana

Unnstmas Tree . Harty,.m addition tc tnose already named on

-<i2xs Wai xer, Mi Ils, Hanna f ora, 1® Ki ng, J .oleaae 11

39th,



'r£

Further-''

I

His Excellency Arnold Hodson’s Christmas Tree Party 
for the Children of the Colony and its Dependencies will 
long live in the memory of all the boys and girls who were 
privileged to be present at it. as well as of those of more 
mature age who were there with their children or who assisted

THE GOVERNOR’S CHRISTMAS TREE PARTY, 
CHRISTMAS EVE, 1927.

His Excellency had been fortunate in securing the 
willing services of a large and able band of helpers for 
the smooth conduct of the Party and to them and to His 
Excellency are due and are freely rendered the gratejul 
thanks of all the children and their parents and relations 

Our Governor indeed realises full wellin the community.
the truth of the saying that ”A people is ruled not through 
their heads but through their hearts".

It was then with the keenest anticipation that the 
children/

in its organization. It is no secret that His Excellency- 
had taken infinite pains personally to ensure the complete 
success of the mine of joy and of wonderment which was opened 
to his delighted guests and had arranged within a very few 
days of his arrival in the Colony for the requisite number 
of presents to be chosen and sent out from England.
more he had received the sAgned-distinction of the gift by 
the Queen of ten presents to be given on Her Majesty’s 
behalf at the Party to the children of the Falkland Islands 
in whose welfare and happiness Her Majesty in common with 
His Majesty the King has always shown a particular and 
intimate interest.
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and. happily prepared after a solemn warning by Santa Claus 
in real life not to pull their crackers before the. tea was 
finished the Party began with the satisfaction of healthy 
appetites on the good things in plenty set before them. 
The feasting done and the crackers pulled, a short break 
outside on the green fronting the harbour followed in the 
clear sunshine of a midsummer’s afternoon while the tables 
within were wafted away as if by sane supernatural agency and 
were replaced by chairs and benches for the easy enjoynent 

of/

/ / i' MfyCtV'!. >. 
children of Stanley and their play fellows from the Camp - 
and the grown-ups too - awaited the hour of 3 on the 
afternoon of Saturday, the 24th of December, when the 
Party was timed to begin unless in spite of every possible 
precaution that wicked Zachariah Fee should have succeeded 
in his design to prevent their pleasure.

On arrival at the. Town Hall, for the day miraculously 
transformed into a fatojr palace of delight no untoward 
atmosphere as of black magic prevailed beyond a barely 
suppressed feeling of excited curiosity and access to the 
main hall was regulated in a steady stream through the 
West door. Each child on entry was handed a numbered 
ticket with the strict injunction to take care not to lose 
it and with it the chance of receiving one of Her Majesty’s 
presents. Inside the hall His Excellency welcomed every 
one of his small guests with a kindly smile and handshake 
and they were then seated at four brightly decorated and 
well furnished tables running the entire length of the hall. 
For more than half an hour the children with their parents 
or friends continued to arrive and when all were assembled
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keeping.

Miss Jean McNicoll
Miss Joyce Stevensen

Miss/

J

Miss Flora McPhee
Master~TeJ Kirk

r

zCc^'V
I

rises to unfold. to_five hundred pairs of anxious eyes a 
really-truly Chrsi-tmas-Tree hung with Her Majesty's presents 
and shining with silver frost and gaily coloured trinkets.
In the foreground is a photograph of the Queen and behind the 
flag of the Colony while on either hand His Excellency's 
presents are displayed ready for distribution.

After the singing by the entire company of three verses 
of the National Anthem with loyal Savour a hush falls as His 
Excellency takes his seat at a table on the stage in front 
of the Christmas Tree together with Santa Claus and Bluebell 
and the Colonial Secretary who hands to him a sealed envelope 
which is found to contain the lucky numbers of those children 
favoured to receive the Queen’s presents for their own

One by one the numbers are drawn and called out 
and in turn come up to claim their proud rights':-

Master Edward Lellman

Master Terence Biggs
Miss Gladys Petterson

of the performance of the play written for the occasion and 
personally staged and conducted by His Excellency under the 
title "The Troubles of Santa Claus" in which the tourney 
between that crusty old gentleman and the wicked wizard of 
the South Pole was brought to its end with the timely inter
vention of the good and beautiful Queen of the Fairies.
So strong was the awful spell of Mr. Fee that even after his 
bodily removal to the cells by a posse of police the drawing 
of the curtain revealed the eagerly expected Christmas Tree 
as changed by him into a bush of Diddle Dee - but only for 
a brief moment as the charm is broken and a second curtain
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(Through her father;

words :

The West Falkland
in particular was without a direct representative on account

of/

Miss Helen Bonner
Miss -BraM'ie Peck.

The first named received also the photograph of the 
Queen and a card in Her Majesty’s own handwriting headed 
’’Buckinghan Palace" and inscribed ’'Fran the Queen" while all 
alike were given with the presents a printed card in these

"Given by Her Majesty the Queen
Through the Governor, 

Arnold Hodson, Esquire, C.M.G.,
at the Christmas Tree Party held by His Excellency
for the children of the Colony of the Falkland 
Islands and its Dependencies on the 24th of 

December, 1927.,
as well as a sprig of holly from the grounds of Balmoral 
Castle sent by the Baron Bentinck.

Each of the happy recipients of the Queen’s presents 
was enthusiastically cheered by his or her fellows in 
generous token of their vicarious joy and any feelings of 
envy or disappointment which the latter may have felt were 
most nobly restrained so as in no wise to be apparent. 
Sympathy is, however, to be extended to the small boy who 
in mistake brought up ticket No. 115 instead of No. 315 and 
after being heartily greeted on the stage was told to return 
empty whence he came. Thereafter the Governor’s presents 
were given to each child in the hall to the number of 369 
of whom it is estimated approximately that 300 have their 
homes in Stanley and the remainder in the Camp. It is, 
perhaps, the one feature in this Party that His Excellency 
and many others have cause to regret that not more children 
from the Canp were able to be present.

M4as -Doris-G-agg-



0

and especially
to/

of the almost insuperable difficulties of season and of 
transport, and the absence of the only baby in the Depend
encies was for a like reason unavoidable.

The Party ended with a Hall of Pandemonium wherein to 
the continuous music of the indefatigable orchestra and to 
the ceaseless melodies of the vociferous chorus, dancing and 

when the time

It can be truthfully said that such a Governor’s n
Christmas Tree Party is without precedent in the history 
of this Colony, and, probably, in the history of any other 
Colony. If the giving, of happiness to others,

games wens riot until the hour of 9.30 p.m., 
came for many a contended and.sleepy head to go to bed. 
During this period a -ans-^ntc'n of boys and girls headed by 
Miss Bessie Newing conveyed to His Excellency the following 
charming message addressed to the Queen which it is under
stood has been transmitted by telegram for submission to 
Her Majesty

To Our Beloved and Revered Queen.
We, the boys and girls of the Falkland Islands humbly beg 
to lay before your Majesty out dutiful thanks for your 
Majesty’s most gracious kindness in giving to us this 
Christmas so many and such beautiful presents.

Vie know not how peoperly to tell your Majesty the fulness 
of our gratitude and the depth of our emotion that your 
Majesty should have been pleased to think of us who live in 
the farthest corner of our Great Ehipire.

Our fathers and mothers have taught us to be loyal to 
Our King: Our Queen has Herself now made us to love Her.

Fran our hearts we pray that Your Majesty may enjoy 
this Christmas in hanpiness equal to that which Your Majesty 
has given to us all.



Then indeed Histo children, is its own reward .
Excellency Arnold Hodson is plenteously rewarded.



GO VERMONT HOUSE,

I write in continuation of
to tellmy letter of the 28th of September 9

you that the Christmas Tree Party was duly held
and. was a great success®on Christeas Eve 9

The children were overjoyed with the queen's

presents and. their gratitude to Her Majesty knows

I send you a copy of a letterno bounds.I •
addressed to Her Majesty by the boys and girls of
the Falkland Islands of which the original has
been sent through the usual official channel and5

also a list of the names of the fortunate childrenII-Enclosure
who received the presents®

I send you too a copy of the programme2-III-enclosure
prepared for the Party and containing the words

of/
9

S.1V.

Dear Mr®

STANLEY,
1928c

last.

Chichester,

Enclosure

1927,

24th January,

GERALD CHICHESTER, ESQ®
ETC®, ETC®, ETC®

BUCKINGHAM PALACE,
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of the Play ’’The Troubles of Santa Claus” which

as well as photographs taken of the cast. You
will see that the programme is illustrated.; the
illustrations have been specially done by hand

I am sure that you will see with3.
pleasure the happy faces and dainty dresses of

and other performers in
I only wish they could have beenthe Play.

seen by some of those who think the Falkland
ThisIslanders are blacks or degenerates I

play was on the contrary produced from entirely

and I should not have been ashamed to put it on
any stage in any part of the world.

know/

direction.
Re

4.

by our Harbour Master Captain R.

IV*

I feel that the Queen might be interest©* 
to see the programme and the photographs as we al

the fairiess children.

Arnedroz,

local resources and with purely local talent,

was written and produced by me on the occasion,

Te

No (Retd-) who has undoubted talent in this
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know her personal sympathy in the welfare of the
people of these far Islands. If etiquette

•would in fact be interested I should be grateful

if they might be laid before Her Majesty. I do
not however desire to be presumptuous in this
matter and I am of course fully prepared to
leave it to your discretion.

5. I repeat my indebtedness to you for all
that you have been good enough to do for us in
this connection.

please, give my kind regards6.
to Sir Lionel Gust and Airlie.

Yours very truly,

ARNOLD HODSON.

v.'ill you,

therefore permits and you think that Her Majesty
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TO OUR BELOVED AND REVERED QUEEN.

the boys and girls of the FalklandWE,
humbly beg to lay before Your Majesty

our dutiful thanks for Your Majesty’s most
gracious kindness in giving to us this Christ-
mas so many and such beautiful presents.

We know not how properly to tell Your
Majesty the fulness of our gratitude and the
depth of our emotion that Your Majesty should
have been pleasod to think of us who live in

be loyal to our King: our Queen has herself
now made us to love Her*

From our hearts we pray that Your Majesty
may enjoy this Christmas a happiness equal to
that which Your Majesty has given to us all.

ENCLOSURE NO.

Islands,

the farthest corner of our great Empire.
Our fathers and mothers have taught us to



II.

7
LIST OF THE NAMES OF THE CHILDREN WHO
RECEIVED Tine QUEEN’S PRESENTS 0

13 yearsEDWARD LELIMAN
8 nFLORA MCPHEE. . 0 0 0

11 nJACK KIRK BOO© O O

15 it
O fi 0

10 nGLADYS PETTERSSEN.. n

13 !fJEAN McNICOLL o o a

?T2JOYCE 3TEV3NSEN ...
I!2o o o

9 months©O 9 «

0
BEATTIE PECK.o

DARWIN GOSS...

ENCLOSURE Ho.

O 0 o

so©

6 years.

TERENCE BIGGS.

HELEN BONIER..
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The Troubles of Santa Claus

by

His Excellency Arnold Hodson, c.m.g.



Chorus, Fairies, Girl Children and Principals.



(Mrs. R. Thornton Amedroz) with fairy court.Bluebell, Queen of the Fairies



Santa Claus (Mr. A. R. Hoare.)
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Flip-Flop, King of the Penguins (Mr. F. A. W. Byron.)
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Puck (Mr. J. D. Creamer.)
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Arrest of Zachariah Fee by the Posse of Police Constables.
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Albert the Coon (Mr. A. E. Thompson) and a Sailor

(Mr. S. Browell) with Boy Scouts.

\



Dempsey (Master R. Challen).

I

Tunney (Master F. Howatt) v



I

(Mr. A. Jones) on the Crocodile.Zachabiah Fee

I



Posse of Police Constables under

Mr. D. J. O'Sullivan, Chief Constable (in rear).



-
BET

i ■■

JXH
I JLjf 1 

■

A I
fc: »• ■

Ufcr-lSL/jE



f

24 th

on

Enclosure l_-_.

entertainment provided, for my small

I would i-einarx incidentally on the style of

uliiis programme which I consider e^u&l at the least to

work turned, out by the government Printing office in

any Colony and. I would, explain that it has been set up

5

R.Ih

1 one1ose als0'^nclogure ljj-w

took pax't

ed

necessary for

RIGHT HOJJOlfiUBLE

C. &.

Gi^oaias.

■■.

Santa Claus'".
attention to the daint 

costume

i

hougs,
3*AKl£l,

January, 19 28,

■i'.o., Li. 11,,

FOR 5»Hr?

guests#

S# AMEHY,

T.UJY OF S'HATS

the Colony
lite Falkland Islands and its Dependencies,

lorn;..-
£4.

I have 

transmit a copy of the programme pre- 

oecaaion from which you will see the

Printer,

3nc lo 3 urJ* Jji ° rir. J.

continuation of my telegram of the and of 

the subject of the Chriatmag Tree 

on the afternoon and

Sir,

paX'jii for the 

nature of the

evening of the
1927, to the children of

me to invite your

January
Partyby me

DQCera'3er«

and produced entirely by Hr. 0. 0» Allan, ths Head

and his staff except for the illustrations 

which are the personal design and execution of Captain 

R. T. Amedroa, h.h, (i;etd. ), Harbour hasten at Stanley.

a copy of the Falkland Islands hagazine 

and Gnuxvxi iaper which contains an account oi the x.arty 

and photographs taken by Ur. 0. Roberts, doting Colonial 

Engineer, of those who took part in the perfoxmance of 

the Play composed by mysalf ?or the occasion and entitl 

"The Troubles
fflyoelf for the

It is scarcely

of
honour bo

17»
1923,



a -*■

costumes and pretty faces

company

out I would lay emphasis the Play was

resources and

or impox-’ted

apparatus. conducted the

performance in person a most

2.

IV-'Snclog^SS.

and the Dependencies-

received some delighted letters of acceptance from the

children of which I enclose in original the six most

The number of children who actually

Unfortunately on account ofattended the Party was 369.

&nd the

- a

previously been

J

Kept in a sealed

envelope/

j 
:•!

interesting.

I

?!

Hall S 
9

numbered osJ^'

chosen by > *”d

presents *8F® 
, one ano. all.

fairness in their
left to lot

caused, a Government notice,
1927,

the season of the year and the diffio^V of communicat

ion no children were able to come into Stanley fxom the

est Falkland or from the Depend0110^03 for o^casi°n-

3. You are aware that Her Kaj00V .;ueen has

been graciously pleased to gitf *en Presen^° 101 tne 
xt- -x v. t i ?nr distribution at thechildren of the Falkland Island ror

act has occasioned party. This most generous ani r°^a
v oripst pleasure throughoutthe warmest gratitude and the Ke®n

. < n n aa^erly desired by thethe Colony and the presents *e*e 0 *
. .  . to ensure absolutechildren, one ana cm - —*

enthusiastic reception.

I had begun to make P^spaiatlons for the Party 

very shortly after my arrival in the Colony and had 

of which I annex a copy for 

your* information, to be issued on the £th of July, 

conveying my invitation to all the children of the Colony 

in reply to this notice 1

Snclos^jre^J.0

l4ed. that this must be 
nXlooatlo.1 M .nW into U» 

ana each ohlla toM
naln Hall ot tie Town Hall, S"**’ nwnMra hal 
place was handed

of the lady taembers of the 

oust or to the happy appe^01100 whole 

on th® fact that 

conceived, urn executed, solely u^th l«oul 

without the aid. of any extraneous talent

I should, perhaps add that I 

and was 0-cc cried
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envelope.

and. one by one the luoX/

up

the Hall to receive his I ixnnex a
■

list of the ten children You^closure J£L’- s manner.
are

&re girls and
®sident in the town

VII-Enclosure.

toVIII’Enclosure
Her majesty by.the boys and girls of the Falkland

Islands.

I would state that the ’arty was a complete4.

success from every point of viev and that it has in my

opinion done incalculable good in improving the relations

be tween the Government and the governed and in brighten-

sense of

rehearsal of the Play5.

of December to which

adults a
and that

on
Such is the

am

next,

lord

!

performance
open to parents

it h*s
^eir real gratitude and

-.i
ing the lives and widening the horizons of the younger 

personally I feel fully

groused.

ajxothof
yiooffling 

in recognition

of/

generations in the Colony.

repaid for the labour expended on preparation by the 

undoubted pleasure which it his caused to so many young 

and. old and by the 

appreciation.

give 

occasion of th® ^03? 
Bishop of the ?alkla*a

four of them boys.

of Stanley. j annex also a copy if the printed card 

which was given to each of the children with their 

presents and the original of the .etter addressed

called out, the 

child whose card bore one 01 * ’ nu,bers coming
to the special Christmas '^ee arr^<i. on the stage of 

or her PJ?«8e]t.

favoured inthi 

will observe that they are of varyife agea from 15 

years to 9 months and. that six of Uera 
They are all

the 611Ve

and.
enthusiasm which 

that I

a jress
on the night of the

. f general request were admitted and W b
the 29th of Decemberspecial

At the due ffloment 
numher8 wetg 

of these

ope was opened

I would, acia that
was held

was given
Mildren alp

has Oeeti ^„ned in this connection 

hanging to

°n the

performance in March, 

visit of the
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those wil0

the on the 12thParty,

'hcloae a copy of^no losuxe^lX •
the printed programme.

toI beg6.

under open cover ajbicloaure^X.
the

ask

forwarded

to its proper destination.

I have the hoiour to be,

Sir,

Your most wedient,

lumble servant,

ARM) HODSON.

J

I

-

soe two hundred 
of which J

both on and off

3&H

j

. i uu& — traisrait herewith in conolud011
letter addrosaed to Mr. Gerald

,ueen’;

of January, 1928, a

exchanged between us on

that you will be so good as to oaise it to be

persons were present and

Chichester, Her iiaJesV W Assistant Private 

secretary, in continuation of prUte correspondence 

this subJet and. 1 would

at which

of ray own gratitude to (111 elped. in this
stage, j
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j&ATCH, NO. 34

of the #4 th of January

gowm? 3OT1015.

1927.

1 have been informed by Santa Gaus that he will

therefor, in inviting all of

girls and. boys

Christmas free Party which will beheld, in the Town Hall

from 4 to 8 p.ra. on December 24 th aext.

I am sending my invitation w because some of you

live a long way off and it takes flawy weeks for letters

to send.
9

to
and

to come to us in

bestour

gODS°B-l

I
!

very W
time

t0 give him a hearty

House,
’•Ktanl^t Falkland Islands®

on Christas Eve next.

you,

visit Stanley, in person,

(SOD.) ^hr0.W 
pernor-

1 have much pleasure,

to reach you.

& July,

please ask your parents 

a reply to my Aide-de-camp so 
are coming,

To the children of the .Falkland, .i^lanq and their Depend.- 
encies ;

can spare 
person, 30 we must all do 

welcome.

If it is possible, 

that I W know how 

but whether i recoil I’eplios or whether I 

do not I shall be delighted t0 glooms you all.

Father Christmas is VAw„ h,1Sy on Christmas Eve, 

it is not often he

who are sixtea or undei\ to a

OCLOfWRE No. IV 10

19^2’



no. v.4

of the 24th of January

13EDWARD LEIuliAlS a 9

8 iFLORA 0

11 tlJACK KIRK

15 »

10 n

13JEAK MeNIGOLL.

2 nJOYCE TTEVDNS&f 9

HDARWIN GOSS 4

'months.HELEN BONNER

i years.

LHSLOSU^:/ AQ<. VI.-?Q
19S8-

yers*

TEREiiCE BIGGS.

BEATTIE PECK..

LIST OF TH-< CIIIiDpEn >S
prESEHY.So

GIulDYS 1’Ei'TEllSSW.
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Programme
His Excellency the Governor’s

Ball

the 12th of January, J 928,

in the Town Hall, Stanley.

1. Waltz.

Fox Trot.2.

3. one Step.

Waltz.4. PFox Trot.a. SyncoMitt^

Paul Jones.6.

Ladies’ Waltz.7.

Fox Trot.8.

Barn Dance.9.

10. One Step.

1 N T V A L.

11. Waltz.

12. Fox Trot.
Syncopdtorfi.

13. One Step.

14. Waltz.

15. Paul Jones.

Jazz16. Fox Trot.

17. One Step.

18. Waltz.

19. Fox Trot.

20. Waltz.

GOD SAVE THE KING.

v
7

J

Syncop/at^rs.

1J

I

Jazzfyind.

Jazf Jtand.

Given at 9 p.m. on

to all those Ladies and Gentlemen who in any way both on and oft' the stage helped in the 
organisation of the Party held for the children of the Falkland Islands and its Dependencies 
on Christmas Eve, 1927, in token of His Excellency’s most sincere and grateful thanks for 
all their assistance so willingly and freely rendered and in recognition of their great talent 
in performing with unprecedented success the musical play “The Troubles of Santa Claus” 
which was pronounced at the outset to be too ambitious for their capacity.

Dancing from 9 p.m. to 2 a.m. with an interval for supper at 11 p.m. After His Majesty 
the King’s health has been proposed and drunk His Excellency will make a short speech.



10th April, 1928 ZZ

Your Excellency,

I am requested by the Managing
Director of the Falkland Islands Company to convey
the thanks of the Board of Directors for the Autograph
Copies of the Programme of the Play "The Troubles of
Santa Claus”.

These have been very much appreciated2.
by the Directors, who realise what a benefit the
production of such a Play is to the community who

far removed from the ordinary sources of
theatrical entertainment.

I am,
Your Excellency’s obedient servant,

H.H2R.Gresham
p.p;

His Excellency The Governor,

Government House*

c

\

AGENT FOR LLOYDS.
AGENTS FOR

THE PACIFIC STEAM NAVICATI ON COMPANY.

TELEGRAMS‘‘fLEETWING PORTSTAN LEY via RADIO.

CUir JhtUdaiii* (Liunpaitn,ft tniifeiY
----------------------------- INCORPORATED BY ROYAL CHARTER 1851

REGISTERED 1902.

are so



DUPLICATE

jJowning street,

Xv*&> iL'ejrch, 1926*

3 i r»

1 have th?? honour to ackno^lmi^e the

January re^^rdinf? the- Chris tms Tree Party riven by

you to ths "children of the Colony of the l^lklnnd

X s1 n.n d .?< and i t s 3 -3-p end en o i <* s,

X h-?va read your despatch with interest?

•■•nd cen«:?rztul>?.t •? you on

which rm^t have lent rm unprecedented .^odety to the

I h?ivc been xnuch strucki^ol-it^a to-m of htMley.

?ith C-retain A?n<g'.!ro^1 vir-orous :"-nd attractive

fjiretches and I note that Vre C,G»Allen printed the

prox;rnni*nc in admirable style*

1 h&ve th# honour to bet

fdirt

Your 2?cst obedient.

(Slgnad) L. S. AMERy

\

etc*etc* •

humble s ervnnt>

o< ^...

COi>;/ to all concerned. 
Let 3 cople.s for- me.(Intld; A.H./

'S"'<.> HCLuO'St ESQ.»

a very successful effort

XlJ ~ys.
receipt qz your despatch :o»‘5 ’ of the 34th of



J V . -:.u.1 -21? KUU J ,

parley.
rL*I. -«■ ^2.0 > o

1928.8th June,

Sir,

34

to the children of the Falkland Islands and Its
and to inform you that on account of the

great popularity achieved by my play
'anta Claus’' 1 arranged for further performances with

1928, when the farmers and their families from the cast
Falkland were in Stanley on the occasion of the depart
ure for England of the annual mailboat the 7;.i ”:•* T0rit&"

and again at the time of the visit of
’ z.inouscade?T and

I would state that a most successful rehearsal«■> 

;.j »

of the revised edition of the play was held oxi the 20th

and to enclose a copy of & flashlight photo-

orchestra and assistants
grouped on the stage at the conclusion of the performance*
As C oxiductor you will see that I am seated myself in the

The rehearsal was followed byM&st of the principals.

a number of ladiestaining the entire company as well as
and;

W RIGHT

■■

of the 24th of January,

on the 2nd of Hay,

Christa&s free Party given by me on the 24th of December,

graph taken of the entire caste,

I have the honoux1 to refer to my despatch IIo.

1927,
Dependencies,

Ho. 216<

a supper and dance at which I had the pleasure of enter-

"fhe troubles oT

}?. 2

new songs and drmces to be given on the 30th of April,

1928, on the subject of the

of April,

L. 2. H.
Cr ;AT-V.rE EOR THE GOLGHIr-S.
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.iUi, /ontlerawn whou 1 hau invited specially to be present*ij

1 would luote in instance of the remarkable
impression which the pi’oduction has made on the people of
Stanley that the children housed in the School hostel
sing the choruses of their own accord, before going to baa
in the evenings*

I have the honour to be,

four :?.ost obedient

ARiWLD HODSOH

;|

■

1

!
I

-

r
' dir,

■■ •

hu ; bls stirven V,
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I enclose an account of a Panttaime performed
on Chris teas Sve 1927,Falkland Islands 9S

with photograph for publication, inf

In the event of such publication Iyour newspaper
have to ask you to send out 50 copies of the relative

issue to me for distribution locally by this Government,

the cost of same being recoverable on application to the

S. ACrown Agents for the Colonies 3

Sir,
Yours faithfully,

Colonial Secretary.

!l Ta tier"

London,

The Editor,

4, Hillbank,

if you think fit,

I am,

8th June,

L 0 H P 0 II •

Sir,

at Stanley,



IN THE FALKLAND ISLANDS.

We reproduce a photograph of the caste, orchestra and.
assistants of the most southerly pantomime in the world.
entitled ’’The Troubles of Santa Claus” and performed, at
Stanley the capital of the Falkland I si rands on Christmas
Eve 1927. The book was written by the Governor His

who also conducted the9

Among the interesting andperformance in person.
original characters to be noticed are Zachariah Fee 5

The Wicked Wizard of the South Pole (Mr A. Jones) and
Flip Flop, Xing of the penguins (Mr F W. Byron)•A
The roles of Santa Claus, Puck,
of the Fairies, were most ably sustained by Mr A. R.

Mr
latter with her attendant court of dainty little girls
being particularly admired. The Beauty Chorus of
eighteen young ladies of Stanley and the orchestra under

M.M. materially
aided in the success of the show which was most enthus
iastically received by a packed house. The Antarctic
cold would seem to have affected the child-devouring
crocodile who is a notable absentee from this happy
group in the centre of which is to be recognized the
popular figure of His Excellency the Governor ’who has
forever endeared himself in the hearts of his small
charges

J. n.,H.

the capable lead of Mr J. Coutts,

Hoare,

Excellency Arnold Hodson, C.H.G.

and Bluebell, the C.ueen

Do Creamer, and Mrs Thornton Amedroz the
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Sir,

9

c. G. ALLAN,MB.

STANLEY.

iTv Colonial Secretary.

HEAD PRINTER,

I em directed by the Governor to enclose herewith 
for your retention a copy of a despatch received from 
the Secretary of State for the Colonies relative to 
His Excellency’s Christmas Tree Party given to the 
children of the Colony on the 24th of December, 1927 
and to say that His Excellency has noted with much 
pleasure the special mention made therein of your 
work in connection with the programme.

28th May,

I am,
Sir,

Your obedient servant,



Q/QfZ’i.

28th May, 28.

Sir-,

9

(Retd.)

I am directed by the Governor to enclose -herewith 
for your retention a copy of a despatch received from 
the Secretary of State for the Colonies relative to 
His Excellency’s Christmas Tree Party given to the 
children of the Colony on the 24th of December, 1927 
and to say that His Excellency has noted with much 
pleasure the special mention made therein of your 
work in connection with the programme.

Colonial Secretary.
■/

I am,
Sir,

Your obedient servant,

Captain R. T. Amedroz, R.N., 
STANLEY.


