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DhyalFalling at Xbrt Stanley - PajUcland Islands*

Tm Ca^3smding Officer, n.m.t,. supqub.HR'Xi :

II0.JO86/I6O.28 th February* 1951*DAT': :

TO :

2.

W. J. YENDELL.

(u.j. XL’WELL;
CAPTAIN.

?ho Gomandci'-in-Cldof,
(Cony to: -Dio Honourable  _________________

„ jho Falkland Islands, FORT J...

The steel window frames in the Boiler House and ump louse are 
unsuitable for the temperature chan es which occur, and the glass panes 
break frequently. It is recon.landed that these window frames should be 
constructed with teak or a material with a suitable coefficient of expansion, 
and endurance.

America and West Indios Station.
9 The Colonial Caeretary,

On Thursday 15th Pebruo.ry, 1951 > during the visit of U.I1.H. 
BUFRRB to ort Stanley, the Laval Fuelling Depot was visited by an 
/Engineer Officer. The following deficiencies were observed:-

5. Offi qial ’^kPA.It is understood that AdMralty authority to proceed with these 
rccoa jendations has already been sought by the Falidcu-d Islands Company who 
maintain this Haval Fuelling Depot.

It is oonfii^d that they are all most desirable.

□ie barge, which holds approximately 450 tons of Oil Fuel, is 
itself fuelled at the jetty by gravity supply from the tanks, about JOO 
yards away. It is reccm/ended t'iat a telephone be installed for the 
wheelhouse mentioned in J above, which when connected to shore or ship 
would provide better communication viien fuelling.

lie interior walls of those two Buildings are covered with 
plastor-mde colt water cement. As the cc?3cnt dries salt is deposited, 
and tzic wind drives this deposit to tho intcricr wall, where it is easily 
visible and can removed by Iiand. fills salt has a dsisaging effect upon 
tiic machinery, particularly the moving parts. A s:.xill area of the wall has been replastcred with LWLO jAjAST l. and on this section t’nere is o 
sign of any salt deposit. It is recommended that the entire walls should 
bo plastered Vi th ‘UD^- J'.A: T2

3* CiXJwljThe Oil Fuel Lighter in use at present has no wheelhouse.
rJhe wrieel is exposed to the weather and :noving prrts frequently seise due 
to exposure. It is rceoended that a wheelhouse be built to improve 
tlie life of the wheel and its associated r^ohinery
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FALKLAND. ISLANDS.

Date

Saving.No. 

Admiralty Store Shed.

'1

CLfJc.

The Admiralty has received an offer from 
the Falkland Islands Company Ltd. of <£155.10/- 
for the purchase of a large Store Shed at the 
Camber which is no longer required for Naval 
purposes.

SEGER.

£ faLw* ■ 

ft

.COX .< Sil'] .

Kaving. MiED. 296/1U0/01.

F From the Secretary of State for this Colonies.
To robfOfficer Administering the Government of

^4A (

' May, 195.2 
•?

(7\
3‘V

2. In the absence of a local Naval 
Representative the Admiralty have been unable to 
trace any accurate information about the construction 
and cost of this shed (formerly known as the 
Slop Shop), and they would be grateful therefore 
for your advice as to the reasonableness of the 
Company’s offer.

'a?,/

/ OJU;
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52.

(Sgd. / J. B. "RISCOE
ACTING CuLoRlAL SECRETAKY-

HI..

1st August,

1 am directed to forward to you a copy of* Savingram No* 108 
from the Secretary of State for the Colonies and to suggest that it 
would be moi*e appropriate if one of' your officers could assist us 
in this valuation.

2.
with ,.r. Northwood

Sir,

I am,
Sir,

Yom* obedient servant,

The Captain,
H.E.S. St. Austell Bay, 

STANLEY.

Copy to 0. i/c,

x .< 6

■c \

the officer concerned should get in touch 
the Officer in Charge, Public forks ’Cepartment 

and. they can ax*ran:_e a mutually convenient time for inspecting the 
building-

If you agr'ee,



'+
7th August, 1952.

ADMIRALTY STORE SHED.

With reference to your letter number 1397 dated
1st August, 1952, Lieutenant Commander (e) P.J. ARNOLD, Royal
Navy, of H.M.S. ST. AUSTELL BAY, will assist in this valuation
and will contact Mr. NORTHWOOD direct.

A

% fl
I

H.M.S. St. Austell Bay, 
at Port Stanley.

(cairns) 
CAPTAIN.

No. O|/3l=>^3.
THE ACTING COLONIAL SECRETARY,

PORT STANLEY,
FALKLAND ISLANDS.
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MEMORANDUM.

.19 52.August,29 th.
To/ ^}he Honourable,

Fron/ 0 i/c Public Works. The Act. Col. Sec.

Stanley.Stanley, Falkland Islands.

Subject
I have the honour to report on the F.I.C’s offer for the

requestednaval Building on the Camber known as the n as
by the Secretary of State for the Colonies;-
In company with Lieutenant Commander Arnold of H.M.S. St. Austell
Bay, I inspected the building concerned which proved to be, timber
framed building, externally lined with heavy gauge corrmgated

and internally with plywood, & with a timber
The whole standing on wooden piles.floor.

Measurements, with a pitchedO.A.
only signs of
panel of ply-deterioration being the disintagration of a small

wood beneath a window.
present pricesThe cost of the corrugated galvanized iron at

n' would be

value at not less than £80.
that the sum offeredIt can be seen fron this item alone,

$55 - 10 - 0 ) is not exactly reasonable, and my estimation
of its minimum value is £250 , and Lieutenant Commander .
Arnold agreed with this figure.

Officer-in-Charge,
Public v/orks Department.

galvanized iron,

NO.________

r It is requested 
that, in any refer
ence to this memo- 
landum the above 
number and the 
date may be quoted.

£196 - 16 - 0 , allowing for 50/o reduction as second
hand material, plus 10% for dismantling & transport, puts its

/<; 1

Slop Shop”

roof, and in a spendid state of preservation, the
The building is 50T x 20’
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Decode.
TELEGRAM SENT.

From GOVERNOR to SECRETARY OF STATE

Time: 1400. Received: Time: Despatched : 5* 9- 52.

Your Saving Telegram 108/52. Admiralty StoreNo 124.

Shed.

Government representative together with Engineer
Officer of visiting warship consider minimum value of

Report follows.shed is £250.

OFFICER ADMINISTERING THE GOVERNMENT.

GTC 
SS

yI J
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Th© officer dmnkjterin/; the JuvcrnGseut of the Falkland Islands*Froat

The Secretary of Stale for the Jolunics.TO;

6th September t 1952.Sate:;

!40<We GUlXsU a

/0*

;dz..!X.;i:>T^xIC Tri, GoV._^l.S^.

X eaaAose an extract X’roa a report 6y the Cffxcei^la^Jharge, J.iiblic 
tiorka -epartoent on this ahede

r z
W-’l

<> K/ Q
Z v v» Xpor String feXe.Tagx jfo.108 dateo 27th dnu ny telegram ito. 124 dated

5th Ce^tembor, rxiairolV 3tore -.iied. “r



(0lieport qy QfflcenMnR&mrge, ublic ..arts ...epartsent 
on 'dolralty Atore .‘heel.

ocasureneata, with & pitched roof, anti 
Use only sigos of < eterioration being

The building la 50* ^20* u. 
in a splendid state of preservation, 
the disintegration of a mall panel cf beneath a window.

Tho oust of the corrugated galvanised Iran at present prices would be 
1296. 16. Oc. 9 allowing for 50,; reaction as second-hand material, plus 
10^1 for uiixiantling ami transport, puts its value at not less than 4W.

it can be seen from UUs ites oi/jne, that to sua oiTcrcc (^3L55> 10. 
is not exactly reasonable, aod estisntion of its wini&U’a value is ..?25O, 
and Lieutenant ^^mndor Arnold agreeti with this fi-^ire.

In ©otopany %ith lieutenant OosKiander Arnold of 3. .?U Austell Bay, 
1 inspected die building concerned wieli proved to bo a tiobcr fransd building, 
CKterxialJy lined witii hea^ gfiuge corrugated galvanised iron, an< internally 
with plywood, and with a timber floor. The wlmlc standing on wooden piles.



4

A.W.I. No. 320/11 a. 22nd October, 1952.

Sir,

I have the honour to be,
Sir,

Your obedient servant,

The Colonial Secretary, 
Falkland Islands.

LIEUTENANT COMMANDER (S) 
SECRETARY TO THE COMONDER-IN-CHIEF.

Office of the Commander-in-Chief, 
America and West Indies Station.

H.M.S. SHEFFIELD 
at Callao.

In order to clear up this point it would be 
appreciated if you would inform me whether you are 
aware of the existence of this boat, and if so, who is 
now in charge of it.

According to Admiralty records, there is 
one 1U foot dinghy No. 2U8, belonging to the Admiralty, 
in the Falkland Islands, but to the best of my 
knowledge there are now no Admiralty owned boats there.

6 DEC 1952
. *
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r^tiere is a 16 foot motor boat 
chich belongs to the ho/al

2. I understand that
on the beach \yj the oilinr jetty

Have you any correspondence on why the boat i... here 
and /or what purpose ?.

upkeep I wool-.; be .grateful for

0« Campbell, iiJsq. 
Government House.
Halhlanb Islands.

'.y
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52.

II.

Acting Colonial secretary.

VP

(Secretary*Commandcr-in-Chief,
America & west Indies Station, 

BERMUDA.

Sir,

22nd December,

Sir,
Yom* obedient servant,

With reference to your letter a<V.L No. J20/11a 
of the 22nd of October, 1952*, I am “directed to info inn 
you that it is understood there is a dinghy at the 
Naval oil Fuel Depot, Stanley, and I am to suggest 
you communicate v/itii Messi’s. f;’he Falkland Islands 
Company, Limited, who are the Admiralty Agents in 
charge of the Depot.

I am,

(Sgd) J. E. Briscoe
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Date

No. Saving.

<? Your savingram No. 199 Colony of 6th
September.

Admiralty Store Shed.

If
Grateful if you

p SECER.

4
a-

A

L^LKLAXm..ISK4ilDS.
(COLONY)

??

u- I £

Admiralty now ask whether any better offer 
than that made by Falkland Islands Company might be obtained 
from some other purchaser for the building in question, 
so they would be (goo to consider it. 
could institute/enquiries.

%03

30 JAM ‘

s/a v i n g. 296/uo/oi
Prom the Secretary of State for the Colonies.
To t^M^Officer Administering the Government of.

...... December, 1932.

J 
Ch



Decode.
TELEGRAM SENT.

From GOVERNOR to SECRETARY OF STATE

Time: Received: Time: Despatched: 9. 2. 53 11.39

/ Your Telegram No. 203/52 Saving.
Admiralty Store Shed.

Government will offer £250 for the building.

OFFICER ADMINISTERING THE GOVERNMENT.

G.T. C. : VP

No. 32.



19Decode.
TELEGRAM SENT.

SECRETARY OF STATE to GOVERNORFrom

Received: 9. 3-53 Time: O8U5Time:Despatched: 3-53

Admiralty Stnre Shed.No. l|_5«>

shed accordingly.dispose

3BCER.

2 (

P.u.

fit-
'(C-

on file pl.
(Intld. )

J.B.
9- 3- 53

1130

fl

G.T C.
VP/CGG

Youi? telegram 3,2.
/to

Your offer acceptable Admiralty who are willing:



Decode.
SENT.TELEGRAM

From GOVERNOR to SECRETARY OF STATE

Time: .Received: \Time: 1120

Your telegr am _No. U5 o1953 .

k

OFFICER ADMINISTERING THE
GOVERNMENT.

G.T.C.
6GG

Despatched: 16.3.53 

No.$6* Your t eleg ram No • U 5 o 19 53 . Admiralty Store Shed. 
Crown Agents being instructed”t’p'pay~ £250 to Admiralty.



9
Decode.

TELEGRAM.

From Colon! al ..S.e .cre.ta.ry....<

Crown Agents LondonTo 

Time :™ 53Despatched: 1120

Time :19Received:

i\c count •

COLONIAL SECRETARY.

k
G.T.C.

OGG

Please pay Admiralty £250 being purchase price of 
Admiralty Store Shed at Stanley and debit Colony General 

Purchase was negotiated by Secretary of State 
and his telegram No.U5 of 1953 refers.

a. aj, aj / •

16th March,
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Zi.
be possible

I am,

□ir,

Copy to: supcriatcnuent of ..orbs, 
lepartmcnt.

Colonial .anugor, Falkland Island^ . 
Compai?y, L imi ted.

I am directed to i._j.orm you that government 
purchases i’rom the Jiximiralty in rar ch of this 
year the caiaber building known as the "Hop Chop".

2nd ..’eptcitbor,

wir.Your obedient servant,
( S gd) C. Ca mpbell

2. however, when the . upcrintendent ox 
..orks recently went to arrange for its 
dismantling and remove 1 he Xoiuig. that it was 
still being used by you as a store.

The coiaruanding officer, 
h.Y. J. Ver/an Y-ay.

J. It woulc pear that the dmiralty 
have i'uilcu to sens the n^c^ssuxy notification 
to you or their local agents and though :overn- 
uioiit requires i...mediate vacant possession it is 
not desire-, in view ox this probob Io mis turner- 
st^muij., to put you to any gr^ut inc .tvc. ience.

./ublic orKS

I atx to enquire therefore if it would
x ox' ;/u to arran-u alternative storage 

a ecu-;..:’.ou a tian within owe wee.;.



3rd September 1953*

No

Sir,

in fact

I have the honour to be

Sir,

Your obedient servant,

■)

I have accordingly informed both the Commander-in-Chief 
America and West Indies Station and the Admiralty by signal of 
your desire to take possession of this hut, pointing out the 
inconvenience and financial liability to the Royal Navy that 
such an evacuation would involve.

The Admiralty Agents have no knowledge of the 
this building, which is at present serving an essential 
for the storing of naval equipment and stores.

H.M.S. VERYAN BAY, 
at Port Stanley.

sale of 
purpose

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY 
FALKLAND ISLANDS. 
(Copy to:

(R.G.W. hare)
CAPTAIN

I must therefore request that any further action may 
be deferred until a reply to my signal is received.

The Colonial Manager,
The Falkland Islands Company Limited.
The Superintendent of Works,
Public Works Department, STANLEY

Thank you for your letter No. 1397 dated 2nd September 
1953, which was the first intimation I have received that the 
building known as the ’’Slop Shop” at the Camber was not 
the property of the Admiralty.
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jth eo tembex* 55.

(Sgd) C. Campbell
- ,‘b, J COLONIAL SFCJN.TARY.i' J

The Commanding Officer,H.M.S. Veryan Bay.

I am.

Sir,

-’-■I.

2. in view, honvof, of the ‘overiKient' s urgent 
;iced to ta ;c ,.or.sej;. ion o.c t io oulin;; e... to reiterate 
the hope tiist the uuttcr ..ill bo satisfactorily concluded 
within a week.

Copies to: Manager, Falkland islands co., Ltd.
Supt. or . orks, public Works Dept*

>ir,
Your obedient servant,

3. Tho \;h the u jlo; •'hop " io ut present housing 
nuvul c j ..dpLicnt ana stores it io thought that there are 
cuix*iciont e. ;pty . .d .ii-‘alty builuln •.?• a t the amber to 
t.-'oviv<e all .ruotive accotrjouatiju.

I u.i directed to refer to your letter of the 3rd 
Ox' opt ;mber, *1953 (ref: ana to confirm thatfurther ci loo by >*overnmcnt will be deferred until 
you have received u r^t;ly to your aignal.



6th September 1 953

No.

Sir,

Ner .

I have the honour to be,
Sir,

Your obedient servant,

3

w X*-*-

fcco %IX

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY, 
FALKLAND ISLANDS.

H.i-i.S. VERYAN BAY, 
at Port Stanley.

(cW-liu, -
(r.g.w. hare) 

CAPTAIN, ROYAL NAVY.

' 'v •-» 6‘ \ V t

•h

I have the honour to acknowledge your letter 
No. 1397 dated 5th September 1953, and I am grateful~for 
the information contained in paragraph one.

pZ

Cl -

4« The whole problem is not, therefore, so simple 
as it might first appear, and the period of one week 
which you mention is short under the circumstances.

6x>. (/'O-Q/.

3* Since, however, I have no information whatever 
- of events leading to the sale beyond that given by you 

to Lieutenant Commander BAIRD, I am pressing only for 
approval in principle to hire transport to and from 
the W/T station or to hire storage space from the 
Falkland Island Company, both of which will, of course, 
cost the Admiralty money. I wish if possible to avoid 
the alternative of re-embarking the articles now stored 
in the hut, as storage space onboard is very limited 
owing to the additional equipment needed to keep a ship 
self-supporting in the Falkland Islands.

2. I will continue to press the Admiralty for a 
reply but I am none too sanguine as to receiving an 
early It appears to me that the Admiralty have

j- . been badly advised regarding the sale of this hut as
the other buildings at the Camber are not watertight, 

J are9 by Admiralty instructions, being allowed to
dilapidate and are therefore not suitable stowages for 

J- perishable articles.

4B< ftu
/} I*



No:-S’S3/1 2/k.

Sir,

•> L.

I have the honour to be,

Sir,

Your obedient servant,

4 Q>u

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY, 
FALKLAND ISLANDS.

H.M.S. VERYAN BAY, 
at Port Stanley.

9th September, 1953*• X-.r
2^'’

-<x*'

4ko. .

(R.G.W. HARE)
CAPTAIN, ROYAL NAVY.

Further to my N0.83O/I 2/k of 3rd September 
and 831/1 2/k of 6th September, I have been ordered 
by the’Cdmfiuidef-ii>-Chief, America and West Indies 
Station to defer any action pending a reply from 
the Admiralty.



Decode.
TELEGRAM SENT.

URGENT.
From GOVERNOR to SECRETARY OF STATE.

Despatched: Time: 1340. Received: Time:14.9.55.

u. o

GOVERNOR.

Au.
) ■"

G.T.C.
CGG

4* . J V i

\ O\

2, I suspect that attempt being made persuade Admiralty rescind 
sale on grounds building required for essential stores, argument which I 
am not repeat not prepared accept as they have two larger buildings 
alongside which will serve their purpose equally well.

No. 168. CONFIDENTIAL. Your ^telegram No. 45 and my telegram JNp. $6. 
Admiralty Store Shed. ’ Payment was made via Crown Agents in March and 
transaction closed but I had no occasion to take actual possession until 
2nd September when curcu&stances demanded that I obtain immediate 
possession and contractor was ready to dismantle and move the building. 
As however local Admiralty agents (Falkland Islands Company who had made 

£L earlier inferior bid quoted in x°ur Savingram 108 of 27th May, 1952) and 
Captain of visiting frigate had not been advised of transaction they have 
referred matter to C. in C./A.W.I. from whom no reply has yet been received. 
As I have immediate need of this building which Administration bought in 
good faith and has paid for and this shilly-shallying is causing me 
considerable inconvenience grateful if Admiralty be requested give 
instructions for its release forthwith.



SENT.

From SECRETARY OF STATE to GOVERNOR

Time:Received: 17.9.53Time:Despatched: 16.9.55 2110 0345

7 pf -CONFIDENTIAL. No. 12 J. Store Shed,

M

k
SECER.

/6//t

1TELEGRAM

$

G-.T.C.
COG

1’^

Your telegram 168.
Admiralty promise to take immediate action expedite release.

Decode.
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f

I.
PUBLIC WORKS

CONTRACT BETWEEN LS. BARNES & P.W.D. 21/10/ 1953*

I contract to remove a 'building at the Camber and re-erect same on
Government Jetty and to give the building two coats of paint.

The paint will be supplied by the Government.
The contractor will assist with loading at the Camber and discharging

on this side.
It is also agreed that the Government will supply transport for the

men to and from the C amber.
I am prepared to carry out the above work for the sum of £250 (Two

Hundred & Fifty Pounds.)
The while of the works to be carried out to the satisfaction of the

Superintendent of Works or his representative®

Contractor.

Witness.

Signed on behalf of Government..... (L. Witness*

ft.
if.I4X

&

C.

DEPARTMENT•

1

1
f T ■_



Decode.
TELEGRAM.

11.rTo.

From Admir.al....Y.Q.u.ng.s.f..i.e.l.d Cape..Tpwn,

.His Excellency, the... Governor.... .To

Despatched. 19 57 11.30.2nd September, Time :

Received: 19 57 09.30.Time :

2.

(b) two lab ourers.

This labour is not available locally.3.

Pinner.? C.Air letter being forwarded to C. E.<5> •

6.

///

Both oxygen and acetylene are in short supply in the 
Warrior will land empty cylinders Montevideo

Bequest you inform Colonial Secretary Falkland Islands 
of you intentions.

ADMIRAL YOUNGSFIELD 
020753.

Cy phe r- Na vy Six.
LJH.

Following additional ? are required:-
(a) two Shipwrights or boiler makers

Nothing ? available here concerning work intended 
Falkland Islands.

Restricted.
Ashore to Admiralty info. 
Islands, 
Health (?) Buenos Aires

7.
and this H. Q.

3rd September,

Falkland Islands.
12th September for charging and return to Port Stanley by 
s. s. ’’Darwin”.

A.

From Commander-in-Chief South Atlantic Station 
(repeated) Colonial Secretary Falkland 

Commander-in-Chief South Atlantic Station Afloat Warrior, 
Warrior reports that repairs to the tanks 

at Port Stanley exceed capability of two welders referred to in 
Admiralty 190930 July.

f



Decode.
TELEGRAM SENT.

From SECRETARY OF STATE to GOVERNOR

Despatched: Time 10503.9.57.

(a) 2 shipwrights

(b)

This labour not available locally.

Will

Cypher ’E’ : SJA/FC.

Examination of tanks by shipwright 
Warrior shows to be beyond

f r.

3°

Following telegram
, S o A o S o A e

2. officer, H.M.S. 
their capabilities.

{- a

6O Letter with details follows by air.
be copied to 0. E. in C. Pinner, Admiralty is 
requested to re-encrypt and pass to Colonial 
Secretary. Ends,

Following additional men are required:

,^2 boiler makers and

L|.o There is shortage of oxygen and acetylene
in Falkland Islands. Warrior will land empty 
cylinders at Montevideo for charging and return 
Port Stanley in s.s3 "Darwin".

5« As you have background information not
available to me, request you will report to 
Admiralty.

2 labourers.

RESTRICTED. 10U.
311737Z August from Commander-in-Chief 
afloat addressed to Commander-in-Chief S.A..S.A.. 
ashore repeated for information of Colonial 
Secretary, Falkland Islands, Warrior, begins:

Received .^.9.57. Time .1200

Your 2U0705Z not to all. Welders 
arrived 22nd August to undertake repairs to 
Port Stanley tanks.


