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C. S. 0. o6 2 50
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(Formerly) 221/46 kji

SUBJECT:

VISIT OP HIS MAJESTY’S SHIPS

CONNECTED FILES.

NUMBER AND YEAR.

i

DEF/NVI/2#8

221/46
0625/A
0(^46

His Eajesyy’s Ships comprising America and .Vest Indies Stations. Visit of His Majesty’s Ships. Control of sale of stores.



GOVERNMENT TELEGRAPH SERVICE

RECEIVED.
Number Words Handed in at Date

14.30 2a.1.48Port San Carlos 2936

To
Command er Marshall Stanley

advise port and whenGrateful callsif Snipe thisif can meyou
I would in hand.There likestop various arrangements to putare

Cameron.

Time

Office of Origin

FALKLAND ISLANDS AND DEPENDENCIES-



GOVERNMENT TELEGRAPH SERVICE

SENT.
Number Words Handed in at Date

To C .J ; l-G, d-g.-v,UARLOS. A:

AFBAJ® UUABI give ..a.:: i al

tea. c.
(VICE ?Li.D.LUICIOE T/J:rTL

t: ■

CCIaOniAL

Time

Office of Origin

fw.\AZ?v(.'

PzfiSQBMLLY IJOiV .'. . AAL AL STO

FALKLAND ISLANDS AND DEPENDENCIES-



Intercept Group.

241208 January

: T

M HcA.

10/39. B. & S. Ltd. 51-5092.

I

Initials of Cypherer 
or Coder.

Time of Receipt in 
Cypher or Coding 

Office.
io'30

FROM:
ADiilRALTI

Book or Table to be used for
j Recyphering or Recoding.
! G

B.U4.

Originators Instructions: 
(Indication of Priority, 
A1DAC, NOTWT 
For Exercise).

/

Foreign Office has been requested to wake necessary notifications.

2* Date departure Falkland Islands gLven. in your 151530 gs  10th. February. R^uest 

confirmation whether this snould oe Ij/sh* (ft) 15th. F-r>raai y.

TO-S.B.N.O. BGMIDA H.H.S. ttS®S n.O.I.C FALKLAP© I3LA17D3
RIO DF JANEIRO B.N.A. BUENOS AIRES MONTJVIDEC

X '
our 151530 uo ^gv'-

> Date. J 
2W58~^A Cyphering or Coding.

A CODE
^L.5/374.') Wt. 30557/D5S8G. 100m pa (If.



Wt. 36C05/D B794. 12/41. 51-1622.

S. a lb.

CsdEwa/Plakttes?,

LT. 0.1.0. FALKLAITD ISLA®S

5Requirements 01 arrival.

JC 10

100 lb.

20 ■

25

30

35

40

45

50
P.O.O.W. DateOperatorP/L Code or CypherSystem

Despatch

Write
Acres:

lime of 
Receipt

No. of
Groups:

For use in 
Signal 

Department 
only

FROM : 

ius. "ships"

Originators Instructions : 
(indication of Priority, 
Intercept Group, etc.)

TO:

! |
; 2614-55S January i

16 :

dozen eggs,

1 patM’.y for Frnday 
JOth* from 183P to 20JO* Ship uLll be open to children 1400 to 1600 Friday 

JOth. and tong|eneral public 14-Op to 18Q0 Saturdajr JI st, !

5 * -Re^ueat following ■ feotball ■ te-be-a-rrang-ed'--- :--------------- f--------
(A )| Thursday 29th. apter 1600 return match versus 1st. |eleven*. 
(B)i Friday JOth. match versus all comers.

. ■ —--------- oatrirda"* '5~rs*v; ut'j i.u i or oniuc p^’acuice garnoT ?

i. -I I . I ■

1 lb.

i \ iq.001b»;. fresh mutton, 2Jp lb» mutton) sausages g 1J0 
job lb. turnips, 4o|> lb. onions, 20d|lb. carrots, 
-- j--------------- J--------------------1--------------

lettuce, 201b. yeast. :
Pftniiest vo'ii! \;n 11 n g-me; •i nyiitQt'i.nns- TnY* Sn-j r:

‘ -L _



GOVERNMENT TELEGRAPH SERVICE

SENT.
Number Words Handed in at Date

28. 48.
To
GVA ARON POHT 8AR CARLOS

Ay telegram 2_3vd January stop Visit still problematical but in any

case would not be earlier than 12th Vebru-.ry.

COLONIAL SLGlitfVARY.

Time

LA-A

Office of Origin

io

FALKLAND ISLANDS AND DEPENDENCIES-



19^8.

”.e are non off to Deception, Signy and South Georgia*

PS.
taroS/J

Ouacl^ J)

M//«

January 31st,

cj

ir»ui

Forbes’ report of our second visit to Admiralty Bay will have doubtless amused you; it was a great success and “Snipe’s” appearance and bearing brought out all that was best in the Argentine party - they could not have behaved with greater propriety.

A hurried note upon ray return to tell you that we have completed the first part of ray tour and, thanks entirely to the indefatigability of Forbes, have carried out the particular task of re-manning the Bases at Admiralty Bay and Port Lockroy; the latter involved no less than five attempts and was achieved ultimately by patience and most skilful navigation through loose pack. “ X must plead guilty to pressing the importance of the Port Lockroy mission on Forbes in and out of season because I was convinced that unless we coaid get there it would be too late and the Argentines - who have always had an eye on it - would slip down and occupy it immediately we had gone. This would have confronted us with a very embarrassing situation. I am very sorry that “Snipe” should have contracted minor damage as a result of this journey even though, from a political point of view, the results were worth it.

Vice Admiral Sir William Tennant K.C.B. etc.ConiTiander-in-Chief America and West indies Station.BERMUDA. B.W.I.



SENT.

Words Handed in at DateOffice of OriginNumber

f'l/VXU. ) I 4’^

To
H M OMirt.

LftSThliqHTBisc-ou SI°A, Pv0 GOVtS■EcPofergcs
£>£ k/WS*ST, u,_i.IF PrCto-iijM EISSri 3 •r'OiJ VO IL-L. NOT

STOPWI & H /A-0'7 I ScPt-gASSUMT>i. STQ PL ATfx*-

fifth! /Ol? Kc-&6 V'liftsuSSC WATCH AF T&iQ. OS 00 HCfc U

Tbcs^y Fife st

dS O' ’v1 0|i
A ‘S

I Fe& '34aTime

(jlXr- S

8y

’m*

S f

■ /V^2

ml " AuC^T'' u*4^c4 Ha mjUo rZ^HZA CS’(^M>

GOVERNMENT TELEGRAPH SERVICE.

t i
•

VO

S

FALKLAND ISLANDS AND DEPENDENCIES
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GOVERNMENT TELEGRAPH SERVICE

FALKLAND ISLANDS AND DEPENDENCIES.

RECEIVED.
Number Words Handed in at Date

080903 r-0
To

Governor’s Deputy

available from 16^0 HITPlease have 9th.

Time

Office of Origin

from Governor.



TELEGRAPHGOVERNMENT SERVICE.

FALKLAND ISLANDS AND DEPENDENCIES.

SENT.
Office of Origin Words Handed in at DateNumber

To

iriGiaiA

GOVSHKOR‘3 BOUTS’

O81535

Time

/ Youx’ O8O9OJPO arrangements already made



GOVERNMENT TELEGRAPH SERVICE

FALKLAND ISLANDS AND DEPENDENCES-

RECEIVED.
Number Office of Origin Words Honded in ot

16.381 Gold Ranger 11

To

ETA lOOOz MONDAY 5th JULY GASH REQUIRED 200 POUNDS.

GOVERNOR
F*JJKL.UTDS

'I
3.7.48

■



Decode.
TELEGRAM.No. 1.

From The Commander in Chief, A.W. I.
His Excellency the Governor.To

4thJuly 48 Time :19Despatched : 22. 15.

48 l ime :July 5 th 19 14. 00.Deceived :

From Commander in Chief America and .Vest Indies. R.F.A. Gold

Ranger with cargo oil fuel for Admiralty tanks due Port Stanley
5th July-a. m.

041106R

Intld. ) A.B.M.
P/L, 
LJH.



Your Excellencies,

2.

Distribution overleaf

Adc. jyi. mJU-CuaL

lite. 4

H.M.S. “Glasgow” is replacing H.M.S. “Sheffield” as my flag
ship in October, 1948.

Office of the Commander-in-Chief, 

America, & West. Indies Station.
H.M.S. “Sheffield”, 

28th July, 1948.

( 
K V.’" 

>3

I have the honour to be,
Your obedient servant,

WILLIAM TENNANT, 
Vice-Admiral

I have the honour to inform you that the Lords Commissioners 
of the Admiralty have directed that I am to continue , in the appoint
ment of Commander-in-Chief, America & West Indies Station, until 
mid-March, 1949.

3. I have also learned recently that the America & West Indies 
Squadron is to be strengthened by the addition of two frigates, one, 
H.M.S. “Bigbury Bay” now, and the second, HALS..“White.sand Bay” 
in October, 1948. H.M.S. “Bigbury Bay” will proceed initially to New
foundland waters. It is also expected that a second cruiser, H.M.S. 

P “Jamaica” will join the Station early in 1949.

L



DISTRIBUTION

Their Excellencies the Governors of Bahamas

Barbados
Bermuda

British Guiana

British Honduras

Leeward Islands

Newfoundland

Trinidad and Tobago

Windward Islands

His Britannic Majesty’s Ambassadors to Argentina
Bolivia

Brazil

Chile

. Colombia

Mexico

Peru

United States of America

Uruguay

Venezuela

His Britannic Majesty’s Ministers to Costa Rica

Cuba

Dominican Republic

Ecuador

Guatemala

Haiti

Honduras

Nicaragua

Panama

Paraguay
Salvador

The British Naval Attache, Buenos AiresCopy to:—

Santiago

Washington

Falkland Islands 
z. .>•. ..zj.

Jamaica

Mexico City
Rio de Janeiro



Decode.
TELEGRAM SENT.

From GOVERNOR to SECRETARY OF STATE.

Despatched: 13.5.h8

257^ Oor.fi ential..o. g 1 j s,

Less •?ee 071952 5C-72000

for 11 th. "'eeli. rnds.

,-.1; •> .

a
•T-7-rr^

111 cA.

J?4, S'/,

Received : 13.9./

olloi 9Li g froi d. i Ity

?es sctive pas ed to /ou G* bl* decigrpt usi

Time: 1C5L; Time: 0o",0

and 072058 gi’oups 61 and 6:

l'j/05/2 12, sheet



Decode.
TELEGRAM.

c.From

Falkland Islands.To

0329Despatched : 1P48 Time :9th September,
100019 4810th September,Received. : Time :

will arrive Port Stanley late November and remain
with you until March except for short periods when she will go to
Montevideo.

2. I will be visiting Port Stanley and I hope some of the
in February.Dependencies in H.M.S.

3

161530 June.

CYPH3R (I.D.V.) MMcA JB 
JB.

Governor,

’’Glasgow”

’’Sparrow”

(2Y)o(2^/a

i7

I hope you have been able to make arrangements as in your

071952T

in 0., A. W. I.



Decode.
TELEGRAM.
in CoFrom . .Q Io

To Falkland Islands.

Despatched : 9th Sentember, 19 48 Time : 0300

10th September, 19 48 1000Deceived : Time :

and telegraph me whetherGrateful if you would investigate
one boat can be adapted to water during her forthcoming

Boat could either have portable tanks made to carry drinking
could have existing?water or possible some

Requirement is approximately 20 tons daily whentanks cleaned.
in harbour.

072058T.

sCYPHER (I.D.V.) MMcA JB
JB

Governor,

31

Sparrow”

visit to the Falkland Islands.

A. W.



2%Decode.
TELEGRAM.

in 0. ,C.From

Governor, Falkland Islands.To

Despatched : 9th September, 79 48. Time : 0330

Deceived : 10th September, 79 48. Time : 1000

I shall be grateful if you will inform me if a Government
owned M.F.V. or suitable boat-can be turned over to
Boat is required for transport of stores and liberty men.
Alternatively if this is not available investigate the cost of
hire of a local boat. Boat will only be required when
is at Port Stanley.

072000T

<xl"

L !

CYPHER (l.D.V.) MMcA JB 
• JB.

’’Sparrow”.

31
3

’’Sparrow”

A. W. I.



Decode.
i

RECEIVED.TELEGRAM

1From SECRETARY OF STATE to GOVERNOR.

Time: '■ OOOReceived: iTime: 1Despatched: 8.'A'."

No, 6, Top Secret,

SECRETARY OF STATE

i

i

CYPHER 
i LCA.

•. ue s t i o n 1av a 1 sup take i up with Admi 
Admiralty at present have i

3» Above projected progr ay of course be ame ec su set lent
] olitical Developments, I nil infon rou of any modifications.
I'.eanwhile please treat this telegram as for your Top -Secret informationon ly, ' —-- —— -- -- ---- —

ort during forthcoming Antarctic su ’ er 1 as 
alty on lines discuss; 1 ritl ou i io .r. .1 d. tentativefonat a frigate should be 

in )ependencies ares fro ] < veni! r c a is.^1 ficially it is not 
possible to say whether she will stay ?or whol ? seasoi thot jh that is 
res e n t into r. t i o n.

2. Arrangements on similar tentative basis are being lade for 
cruiser :tGlssgow" -'ith Co.:? .under in Chief urierica and est Indies on 
board to visit Ports on East Coast South America arriving in ha 11:1 a nd 
Isla ds Colony in e rl Fe r anc returning ermuda by Early March.
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3l
Decode.

TELEGRAM.

From...A.. E.. THE . GOVERNOR..

0 IN 0 AMERICA AND '.'EST INDIES STATIONTo

19 <48 'rime : 1 230Despatched: 18t h. Sept embe r
19 Time :Received:

■/

GOVERNOR.

k CYPHER l.D.V.
B MMcA*1 /I• / J

2% 3« Your 072000 either M.F.V. or if otherwise engaged locally 
owned boat will be available. Cost 30/- an hour minimum

Appropriate arrangements being made.
*

2-7 2. Your 072058 regret no boat available, -^-t will be necessary 
for “Sparrow1* to come alongside jetty periodically for water.

Your 071952 paragraph 5-



0625

Y321 ct * Sep t e: -ib ei*

I an: directed by the Governor to achnuv;ledy;e the

r-ec-hd

‘•.ncl to s.'-v that

’xcollency notec :ith satisfaction the fact that Viced is
. .V.O.• ?

America ■'. '.Vest Indies Station until mid March 1

7C/U

\
\ J

Adm i r a 1 3 i r 1111 a; •' T e n. - nt f

31:-,

^4 land Hast lAdiea Station oj .2.5th* Jol.7p

..b*5

I ai iif
Sir,

Your Obedient Servant,

:) ' the letter "eo • the Go:.-..under in thief z^.ierica

is to continue in the ; <.?ointment of Co > in >h.lcf

The Chief of Staff to,
Com. ander in Chief America A heat Indies, 

Bermuda, B.W.I.

Colonial Secretary*



Decode.

RECEIVED,TELEGRAM

From SECRETARY OF STATE to GOVERNOR.

Received: 13.10.48 Time: 0530Time:Despatched: 12.10. l8

1 2. 0?°:? SecretFIDEI No.

’’Sparro' ": -approximate dates for H.’L-.S.Folio" ina are
(Read in three columns).

3 LACE L11WEarrive

Falkland Islands January 2nd.November 2/th.
January 6th.' January 1 8 th.Montevideo

March Ijth.Falkland islands

SECRETARY OF STATSthe 13

1 6 00

CIPHER

Janau.ry 22nd.

My telegram l;o. 6 FID EP.



Decode.
TELEGRAM.

c. IN C. AMERICA & WEST INDIESFrom

"SPARROW”H.E. THE GOVERNOR REPEATED H.H.S.To

Despatched: Time : 160019 U8,15th. October

16th. OctoberDeceived: 19 U8 Time : 0930

SECRET,

2.

151835Z

J- 3^

7-

I should be grateful if you would communicate your intentions 
for her to me in due course.

kCYPHER I.D.V.
MIMcA.

BU 7 c£a>p\

"Sparrow" will arrive Port Stanley November 27th. and will be at your disposal until end December when she is due proceed Montevideo for 12 days rest and to take steam off engines returning, 
to Falkland Islands Station. This visit can be adjusted to admit' Suit 
your convenience.



Decode.
TELEGRAM.

H.E....THE. GOVERNOR.From

C IN C AMERICA & WEST INDIES STATIONTo

Despatched: 25th October 19 I4.8 Time : 1200
19 Time :Received:

GOVERNOR
26 Il3o

CYPHER I.D.V.
MMcA .

3. Assume in any event you will wish her join you upon 
your arrival in "Glasgow" for visit to I suggest for consideration 
Deception, Mel^chior, Greenwich Island, Admiralty Bay and Signy; 
possibly South Georgia.

5. You will appreciate programme inevitably dependant c 
ice and other conditions but will keep you informed changes.

Your Secret signal 15th. October.
Present intention is that "Sparrow" should escort "John 

Biscoe" on relief Northern bases i.e. Signy, Admiralty Bay, 
Hope Bay, Deception and if accessible Port Lockroy leaving 
Stanley 30th November returning end December.

2. On return from Montevideo would like her to visit few 
Island i'orts before returning south to rejoin "Biscoe" then proceeding Port Lockroy, Argentine Islands, Marguerite Bay and 
ultimately Northern tip Alexander I Land where I hope establish 
new Base. Improbable "Sparrow" able get as far south but depends 
entirely on season.

U. I should greatly appreciate presence "Sparrow" inaugural 
meeting new Legislative Council provisionally timed 3rd week 
March.



ADecode.
TELEGRAM.

C IN C AMERICA & WEST INDIESFrom

H.E. THE GOVERNOR REPEATED SPARROWTo

Despatched: 1st November 19 U8 'I'irne : 1906

2nd NovemberReceived: Time : 1230

in

011831z

3 4-z*

7 S& •

*

►
£

A. L.

2. After her long stay in South I hope it will be possible 
for "Sparrow" to leave about first week March to return for exercises and then refit.

CYPHER I.D.V. MMcA.

r q to 
fh’

4 alt*/* 1

3* Lieutenant Commander (S) Marks has been appointed by 
Admiralty as your Naval Liaison Officer during the summer season and I hope he’’will be able represent me at inaugural meeting new 
Legislative Council. Marks will arrive in "Sparrow".

3d Your 261130 October not to"Sparrow". Concur with your 
proposals for "Sparrow" in paragraphs 1 and 2 I do not consider it necessary for "Sparrow" to return to Falkland Islands to meet 
me unless requirements for fuel and provisions necessitate this. 
She could rendezous H.M.S. "Glasgow" in South Shetlands or South 
Orkneys area and during visit to islands.





CONFIDENTIAL

This programme is liable to alteration in the event of unforeseen circumstances.2.

4.

H.M.S. “Sparrow”

PlaceArrive Leave

Bermuda. Mon., 25th Oct.

Sat., 30th Oct. Trinidad Mon., 1st Nov.

Tues., 16th/Wed., 17th Nov. Montevideo Tues., 23rd Nov.

Sun., 26th Dec.Sat., 27th Nov. Port Stanley, Falkland Islands

Tues., 11th Jan.Tburs., 30th Dec. Montevideo

Sat., 15th Jan. Port Stanley, Falkland Islands

Thurs., 10th March Mar del Plata

Mon., 28th MarchThurs., 24th March Recife

Mon., 4th April Trinidad Sat., 9th April

Thurs., 14 th April

❖ At the disposal of Sis Excellency the Governor.

Notes—(i) HMS “Sparrow” is commanded by Commander J V Waterhouse, DSO, RN '

Bermuda

Sun., 6th March

Wed., 16th March

The following programme for the winter cruise of H.M.S. “Sparrow” is promulgated 
for information.

William Tennant
Vice-Admiral,

Commander-in-Chief,
America <£ West Indies Station.

ADMIRALTY HOUSE, 
BERMUDA, 

11th October, 1948.

A.W.I. No. 661/4 
Memorandum.

(ii) Particulars of HMS“Sparrow” :—
Displacement—2,000 tons Length—299 ft 6 ins. Draught—lift.
Complement—8 officers, 160 men.

3. The visits in this programme will be of an informal nature and it is hoped that local 
officials and residents will not feel themselves called upon to incur undue expense by entertaining.

It is requested that receipt of this programme may be acknowledged by “AIR MAIL”.



DISTRIBUTION

Admiralty

Governor of Bermuda
„ Trinidad & Tobago

,, Falkland Islands

Montevideo

Buenos Aires

H.B.M. Consul General, Rio de Janeiro

Montevideo

Buenos Aires

Recife

Vice-Consul, Mar del Plata

Officer Commanding Troops, Bermuda

H.M. Ships, America & West Indies Squadron

Cap tai n - i n - Ch arge, Berm u d a

Captain Superintendent, Bermuda

Resident Naval Officer. Jamaica

British Naval Attache, Washington D.C., U.S.A.

,, ,, Santiago, Chile

,, ,, ,, Buenos Aires, Argentine

Rio de Janeiro, Brazil

Naval Service Headquarters, Ottawa

Senior Naval Liaison Officer, (U.K. Services Liaison Staff), Ottawa

British Joint Services Mission, (Naval Staff), Washington, D.C. U.S.A.
H.B.M. Ambassador, Rio de Janeiro



TELEGRAM.
J??w?rH.is...Sxc.e.ll.ency. ..the Governor.

• Despatched: 16th 19 U8November Time : 11.JO.

Received: 19 Time : 

In view postponed shipping opportunity grateful permission

Sparrow carry 20 cases butter 17 cases cheese from MacLean & Stapledon

Montevideo total 1^- tons.

GOVERNOR OF THE FALKLAND
ISLANDS.G.T.C.

LJH

Copy to Manager F. I. 0. under complimentary slip( 

Decode.

' To Commander in Chief, A. 1. repeated to Commanding
______________ _______ Officer, H.hLS. Sparrow.
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■> Orrick - 4.

.r.a Insure; - pperdix T ♦

Your speed o? advance weather .oemittin^ is to beCpced.

3.

H.r\u

9.

<1J

(ii;

/Ocma. n ter—in ~dh ie f,

2.
12 ‘mots.

£/F 

FaM

Joxii.ir t i • >r. •?, .
-- KOMinnMwvqitiii.^uiwUK^«c.-«o«t

(dopy toj- -.ccxctary of the KUirally ( t’o.457/^41?} 
i I we 1 . tt s».o he, 3 utmos 1 >, 
Mio '• ;xe^Hercy ;:bc rover nor 

w^-gfcna er-lr ~j hi ef\ 
ralkhinl Ia.V<nis< }.

r arrival et ?ort ' tor? ley you ere to place yourself ;• t the 
di spo'-u-l of .•xv?€;llrrcy ?hc Governor o? the • sj&lard Islurds,

foe % 
«- • * A ’

^Cq. k^iv^UAArrf-ho Sm ,

■’. a. To.kMS
j.v. . .7- ' >4;/ , ■ y.

U XX a ., 'u . . XVXOa.

Meing ir s.H resoect^ rc^dy for se» • >•■.. ;-u- aniei* 
your c ascend is to proceed -ot 11<X) locrl fc-hae to the PXilkVnd Islands 
in aocord-moe with rry f-eiioramta ? • >♦ • a. 661/4 dated 11th -a Sober.

Office of the i>,oira&nde5‘-in-lhl&f, 
daerloa and est Tn-Hes tatior., 

’ dnirnl V • fou«c #
■ ie.vciuJa.

r d ' xjtober 9

4* xou *• re to si^-.i‘l to :.;ie itpeateu i drclty, your interred 
sioveucmts . r.;. nry <i.evio.tian3 thri-efrota to^ct’r- r vith your oositiun, 
course nn,i j.vx.ed at 1200 Creenv/ioh Le&n time daHy. ‘ 7hi3 ir.foration 
Vuhilrt in the -‘all-l-trd Isl.’.nd.;;. _<*ea. is to be encrypted snd. 'iri
■estrictc'd or hi^jier as requisite, othe<Mse the proviaims of rtati '.r. 
jries's .:nd Instructions rtide-s 2&)6 arc to firrjly.

(1.) Ciwrd Bermuda fort &w lr. aooordanoe with ,’jserlae end Cut 
‘Intlies Station’s aaimnioatlcms Orders froi time of sailing, and 
./aabtnMtor; .Cs'oadQ^st ■*

) □hitfft to P.rogwfe.t3t. 61. on crossing »he Msu&tor reportIng 
your inter-d^l tiiae of shifting 43 hours oiwioualy to drd^lty,

"four policy in the of further Lr-3truct.L>F3 frm
or whilst in the X1<1 ..nd Islands rea Iss to be QOdalled >r
r:y e^somncU^i atta;.My*d appendix I. t > theso ojxlcz1^.

8. You are to bear In ulnd vhe press potential of yoixr cniisc 
&nd ary th-.nr <5 -wus .tiered of interest to the .resa should be signalled 
to Chief of iWul Tnfoiwt.i m repeated to me without delay. It is 
probable th&i ?re^s co^'esoomen to will vdsh to e;6bfu*k for of 
your visits to the 7omal faallities <>re to afforded
subject to the Governor *s c neucrence.

HIMU vhen iltellir.* ut ort .^wnley you <:F& to draw your 
fuel fvo.a I'kKsber .re ?Ark. pr^ls of the fuell’r/.: operations in- 
eluding rate of rmeeipt i?» bu be- <^allckl to jho r>n each -oc-caslrjF. of 
fuelling

7. \ttentior la dra-jn to .-;<*air&lty -••xsaage 2OirJM-/dC8tober Ceepy 
attaohed}. »ny lrd’'orrv;s.tig;- ’these vessels is to bo si.71al.lei to jae 
reoe^ted to the . dreotor of jwal Irtelli^er-se.



2 ot 3 *437/^1^3 t?.'dir vfoireltZZ-T./

••mu :< c ■;>■•: - -> /■ ••••■.' /; t

b

<1. .

u.

Caaaaiider^ns^hief*, :«»riaa nn< Tn lies, • ror^jiantGi •ir.mhicf, 
south ' rit ish sliaff, tnr9 :.otair-lr-ahari;c,
Bemu&u C'u<Jrd • roadec st •.> t imx® fte~ until ^•ccrcosin<r the 
rorthv&.rd bound*

<)o?.4>‘?.anler*in<)hieft south * tian tie l.-Hbelr - re quested to 
give ell tr^ifie tor you feNO trfcnsrAisslonSor ^roadcaat
(ill) maintain I^iidss'penkrr wtah on ke/<$*
(iy; etcila of ^csvia^sj lauot by 3ali-rus ■‘overr-dcr.S -•,- ?
dtstion hi*VG been supplied to your : etty < f 11 : elcvraphi^t.



I, ,frp,437/%!9. to.. ’ 
■ .. ;•.?:;■■• t? .. * v , . :■•''■• ; n •

4.

6.

8,

rbnn oncovnlcrir- foreign worships in harbour rox;^.l courtesies 
should be observed and '.ir^s degulatVns and /.dair&lty Tnstructions 
. ..rtiale 75 complied Kith.

It is requested that you will keep ae in touch Mth the ar..ers, 
?;oven»nts end intentions of John Giscoe *hen si oh in foru-tior beoxios 

liable to you*

I see no objection, subject to the, Gove’iror’s con arrow and 
after ary formal protests have been issued for you to &ssme noraal 
relation# with foreigp /er-of-*. ^.r which you may encountei.

The trOVG^ror of the alkland Islands -tf.ll inform you <■ 3 to the 
present Government policy with regard to officlnl protests to be issued 
to ary foreign intruders*

You &re to do your utmost to ooaply with the vishes and 
.requirements of dis '.xcallew The. :-ovcrnoi’ of the cJLkl^nd Tslmds. 
He may fron time to time receive orders direct from the Gove^’rm^b at 
Fame which affect your oMnmmto* -t. ell such occasions is is reques
ted you will inions me icsmediately.*

2* Gn each occasion of visiting ports or bcscs in the T>lkl»;nd 
Oetpender^ies a party should be landed uixier the car.-.iund of i 

suitable’ officer to egeertMr their re^ui^rjents and sitttyti r ^nd 
provide all possible Assists nor*

7. n all ooc&sions act z;ith tact, firranoss and dimity and avoid 
at all ii’nGs try provocative or hostile attitude. If -e situation arises 
thereby you teve to retaliate A'ith force, in the absenor of the Coirwr 
you ;nust use y >ur ovm 41 settlor, ar i will, of cotT$e, have .y support, 
uut your t--b.i should be to U3c no Xtece of ^rry kind whatsoever vdtbmt 
first .referring to the •: ovexror or to we.

■■ inally» find yourst.lf by virtue of your special adssion,
receiving orders from three authorities d?d possibly aorfliotir^ ones.
’h£.t is, iYo.i the C-ovftrror, .C am the dairt Ity or fro-i mx. They should 
be ca^liei i th tn tKvt order but in c&ae o?. di -fie til ty or doubt 
I ta to be Irfom d fo i^Uetely.

i 5» On no occasion should you be the first to open fiz*c or use toi.x? 
- but at the s.-ine tine no interforenoe Mth the action of ?'• • -hip or 

I ships is be tolerated.
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MESSAGE.NAVAL
From :

Cin C A. cc

ADj jAA-J/./Y (D.p.I. )i]LLTl[G-TON

a-, .?aj~ .aa . .I. .

:baling operations are plannec\ to begin

Reports also stares

19U8 •

S. 1320b.
(Established—October, 1935.)

3* Sho Id oppori nity .occur pl o± >g » )hs of t le ei . edition particularly from the air wow be valuable as -Quid any information 
regarding routes followed by expedition.

T SLAVn 1

2. Report 5 . A ces t <• t expedition will conduct large scj le 
scientific research under trie direction oi* a polar explorer.

It has be.en reported that Soviet ./haling Ship
- le-c tc »s sailed for Antarctic froi DES A

on 10th October. . la.ling operations are planned^ to bdgin on 
8th December.

a ? .,1,
To :

0 in 0 S.

Wt. 56005/8794. 12.000M. 12/41. C.B.&S.Ltd. 51-1826.

2015 5Ua o c 0e r ?

: d.n.
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w  of 
and meteorological

Page D, le.

B. .BASE N13TPATION,

Th.iS- section is_ addross ed_jp nr s o riaM?^ 
Itg.._tfoe jas e Jioa(Vj>- I

In the pamphlet whi<2h was" given to yu when you 
enrolled in FIBS some reference was made to thi personal 
qualities which must be developed (if not alrody inherent) 
by those who serve at our Bases in the Antarctic. For a 
year, you and your companions must be completely self- 
reliant; for a year, you will live in each others pockets 
and the first duty of a Base Leader is to ensure an 
efficient organisation and to eliminate friction. this 
desirable state of affairs does not ”just happen” as you 
will very quickly discover if you do not initiate and 
maintain a high standard of discipline. By that, it i$ 
not intended that you should become a martinet but that you 
and your companions must be prepared to put everything you 
have into the smooth running of the Base; and this not 
solely in the interest of efficiency but of the health and 
comfort of mind of your small community. Youb selection 
as Leader imposes upon you the obligation of jptting a 
personal example in all the matters* to whichMiis note 
relates, an example to which your comrades will be . .quick to respond. As Base Leader it is your responsibility 
to see that all aspects of the Base programme are carried 
out and that all members perform their various duties 
efficiently. You should make fortnightly inspections 
the Base generally, including the radio i.™ 
sections and the diesel engine house.



Decode.
TELEGRAM.

H. E. THE GOVERNORbrom

Commandi ng 0ff i cer HMS.SPARROWTo

19 U822nd. NovemberDespatched : Time : '

Received : 19 — Time :

Grateful you bring Lieut. 6.F.M. Hardy also 5 cwt zinc
sheeting from McLean and Stapledon.

GOVERNOR.



Ip.
Decode.

TELEGRAM.
"SPARRO”/".Commanding Officer H.M.S*From

GOVERNOR F. I.To

19th. November 19 U8 Time : 1500Despatched :

22nd. November 19 U8Received : Time : “■

c?f~O Your 220/+ November 16th. This will be done.
Expect to arrive 0900 November 27th.Para 2. Passengers

on board Lt. Commander Marks and Lt. Hardy RNVR.
. Para 3. Requirements on arrival 200 tons of oil fuel from

No.

G-IC.
jl&l

Cc~

1 tank,20 tons of fresh water,.. £900 in £1 notes, £100 in 
10/- notes, 200 pounds (weight-) cabbage, 200 pounds (weight) 
kidneys.

to

Commanding Officer H.M.S. "SPARROW”.



Decode.
TELEGRAM.

From H... E... THE .GOVERNOR. 

H.M.S. SPARROW.To

2Uth. November 19U8 .19 Time : 1200Despatched :

Received: 19 Time :

1. A word of welcome to you and your ship’s company.
Shall be pleased if you, your first officer and2.
surgeon will dine at Government House on Saturday
2000, and if all Officers will come to cocktail party
on Sunday 1900.

3. If convenient to you I propose that John Biscoe should
proceed in company on first trip a.m. Monday 29th.

GOVERNOR.

Cypher.
M.McA.

COMMANDER .WATERHOUSE , 



f

This programme is liable to alteration in the event of unforeseen circumstances.2.

It is requested that receipt of this programme may be acknowledged by “AIR MAIL”.4.

H.M.S. “Glasgow”

LeavePlaceArrive

Mon., 3rd Jan.Bermuda

Sat., 8th Jan.Fri., 7th Jan. Trinidad

Rio de Janeiro Tues., 25th Jan.Tues., 18th Jan.

Fri., 4th Feb.Buenos AiresFri., 28th Jan.

Falkland Islands Mon., 21st Feb.Mon., 7th Feb.

Thurs., 3rd MarchMontevideoThurs., 24tb Feb.

TrinidadMon., 14th March

Tues., 5th April Bermuda

The following programme for the winter cruise of H.M.S. “Glasgow” is promulgated 
for information.

William Tennant
Admiral,

Commander-in-Chief, 
America & West Indies Station.

As convenient for exercises 
with R.C.N. in Caribbean.

A.W.I. No. 661/2
Memorandum.

ADMIRALTY HOUSE, 
BERMUDA, 

4th November, 1948.

!/

. I
/

I

Notes—(i) Admiral Sir William Tennant, K.C.B., C.B.E., M.V.O. flies his flag in H.M.S. “Glasgow” 
which is commanded by Captain C. L. Firth, D.S.O., M.V.O. R.N.

(ii) Particulars of H.M.S. “Glasgow” :—
Displacement—12,000 tons Length—591 ft 6 ins. Draught—21 ft. 7 ins.
Complement— 59 officers, 760 men.

3. The visits in this programme will be of an informal nature and it is hoped that local 
officials and residents will not feel themselves called upon to incur undue expense by entertaining.



DISTRIBUTION

Montevideo

Buenos Aires

H.B.M. Consul General, Rio de Janeiro

Montevideo

Buenos Aires

( 
I

Admiralty

Governor of Bermuda

Naval Service Headquarters, Ottawa

Senior Naval Liaison Officer, (U.K. Services Liaison Staff), Ottawa

British Joint Services Mission, (Naval Staff), Washington, D.C. U.S.A.
H.B.M. Ambassador, Rio de Janeiro

British Naval Attache, Washington D.C., U.S.A.

„ „ „ Santiago, Chile

,, ,, ,, Buenos Aires, Argentine
,, ,, ,, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil

,, „ ,, Mexico City, Mexico

Officer Commanding Troops, Bermuda

H.M. Ships, America & West Indies Squadron

Captain-in-Charge, Bermuda

Captain Superintendent, Bermuda

Resident Naval Officer, Jamaica

Resident Naval Officer, Trinidad

„ Trinidad & Tobago

,, Falkland Islands



.■-CRT 3TJJL Y.
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27th. November 19^8.

I enclose for your guidance:

dated

^4/)

GOV.; JHGR AND Ca.'lVdfD . R in ciirj,

L

Commander J.V. Waterhouse, D.S.O. R.n.
Com anding H.L5.S. Sparrow.

15th., 
para 12.

gov.^u

The immediate object of your attachment to this 
administration is to support and assist the F.I.D. Survey Vessel 51 John Biscoe'3 (Commander H. Kirkwood D.S.O., R.N.) in her task 
of relieving and re-provisioning our Antarctic Bases.

Copy of Sailing Orders first Southern Voyage addressed to~ Commander Kirkwood,
Copy of Political Instructions addressed to me by the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies, which should be 
read in conduct ..on with your own Sailing Orders from 
the C. in C./America and ’Jest Indies Station of which 
I hold a copy.

of the "John Biscoe 
this first voyage.

I ret rn brief from Naval Attache, Buenos Aires, 
November which I have read with much interest - particularly

Your itinerary is left to your discretion and the needs 
■’ and/or the Bases scheduled for visit during

(a)
(b)



1r 6'

TOP SECRET.

To H.E. THE GOVERNOR FALKLAND ISLANDS.

Received one copy of sailing orders first
Southern voyage and corrigenda.

Commander R.N.

27th. November 1948.

4 f1

1

I’ 4
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55
from SPARiOJ...,tel_Admiral_ty_,C_in_C_A.V7.I

60

Summery of 65

70

__ U).
85

L2I m£-.of...Jphn,-3iscoe----_ Future...prog

(a)

Ln March with H.E. the Gov erncS?

Sail 20th January approximately for 100programme of Sparrow,

Ln para 1 (b) above

of endurance.

120(M Governor is anxious that ship should

0118J1 not to information addressees refers.

(5)

135

140

(6) Admiralty pass to Navftl Attache., Buenos Aires through foreign offip^

150

[••laval Attache, 
Buenos Aires.

Programme of Glasgow, 
before news of

Governor*proposers were signalled to you 
she Bevin Bramuglia conversations was received.

To support and
To issue protests toAforeign biased and warships once during75

Wrice
Ecxoee

(b) : - ■'

....... .... embarked,-----

W
W

.........the_s£asoxi-.ajs_D.c nv.enie.nt.... ....
(c) ' new foreign basep where this cm

80

(c)
--- (4)

(a) -- £bl.r. Complete task
..A-s-s-j
Bay
Be available

4
S.

assist^John Biscoe where practicable

urgent-oper itionad______

If agreement^ 
-on-Naval-Daiaons-' srat-iens—i^A^onbtirecr-scru'puioLtsI y-fcy-Argentine-": :t"y/ou±d-----------

In this . _ R • > ,135as it is not

105
i^4-naval---.-sbrv€y---pa^ty^t--Dceeption-~I^land--<>r-"Adin±raity-—;-••• 

tp assist the John Biscoe if required .110 1
■Show-the—flag ■ j?ur ther-Seu-th-i-f■ • t-he—iee-eondit-i^ ---------

- After re-
115

(1 ) % instructions from 
of A.. .I. No. 2415

(3 ) Future
-Beoeption-islan i--thereaf ter-)—

To obstr ct the setting up of 
be done without provoking an incident 
.WT-.tQ._ent.er...ice._excap±_iiL_case...jo£.m 
necessity

? Tu**

SI-8329.

ffi 0ClGlA\ •

1 fue.fc,

..—----------—-------------- /k ------——Governor, Falkland Islands amplification

Wt. IM5T/D.7734. 35OM Pads. 7/4< J. D. & Co. Led.

be present for opening of
-d=e-gis-la-t-i-v-e--Gouceil—end—wil-l--advance-"this—eeremonytO'"f‘irst-"V/eel:"’in"Tdcirch'----“
if my final departure date can be confirmed as bth March, para 2 of your

m’early decision is requested2?

Sail January 5th for Signy Island, Admiralty Bay, Deception^0
IslandT_^ort-locnro-yr-i4rgentine.. Lslands-r-41exai^dcr--.-Land.-and^----
Marguerite Bay returning Port Stanley by 26th February
A further voyage to the South Ln March with H.rJ. the Governed 

___J 1

appear that Glasgow’s cruise should be limited to South Georgia 
case it is requested that G±a.sgow collect samples of ammunition 
'&t--preseiTt-prop<jsed-t-hat—S'par'rowshould-. visit •South-Geurgi ’a;..A;‘u;'T‘.'"*“t‘OO5'--
dated 30th July 1 and D.A.S.O. Bermuda’s B 1 p/1480/48 to Sparrow only 
refer. ,

tic assist the Johi Biscoe if required

and returning tb Port Stanley ok reaching limit
storing from Glasgow, it is proposed to visit tike settlements ajid in

-pwbiGular-n-est •Fal4eland--~r-e-tur-ning--by-1-st-Hareh >•.....  v.......
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20th October, 1948.

His Excellency C. Miles Clifford, Esq.,
C.M.G., O.B.E.,

Governor and Commander-in-Chief,
Government House,
PORT STANLEY,
Falkland Islands.

Yours very sincerely, 

/

ffeu-4^ <■‘

I am very much loo Icing forward to seeing you again in the 
’’Glasgow” in February, but this, as far as I know, still remains on 
the secret list.

I heard the Argentineanswere contemplating sending you a 
National Flame but I am glad to hear they have now thought better of 
it, but that they are going to send a Flame to Deception.

I shall be very glad if, when you get Sparrow and we there
fore, have easy communication between us, if you will give me your 
ideas for Glasgow during her fortnight in your area. I think she 
should, if possible, visit South Georgia and Deception.

I hope Mrs. Clifford is better and that you enjoyed your 
spell in England. I did make a signal to the Admiralty for the 
Colonial Office, to ask whether you could possibly return via Bermuda 
so that we might discuss your summer season, but nobody sent me any 
reply.

Here is an introduction to you for Waterhouse, the Captain 
of the Sparrow, who I am sure you will find as able and helpful 
for exploring your territory—

As I have said in my signal, I am afraid the Frigate will 
have to keep steam on her engines most of the time she is off Port 
Stanley and that is one reason wky I inserted a visit to Montevideo 
in the middle of her time with you. But if it were much more 
convenient there is no reason why her spell at Montevideo should not 
be advanced or retarded a week or two if it were more convenient to 
you.

A Jk
ADMI . S* '■*^±3r 

bermudt .



From Vice-Admima! Sir1 William Tennant
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ADMIRALTY HOUSE, 

BERMUDA.
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From Vice-Admiral Sir William Tennant

4r,

ADMIRALTY HOUSE, 
BERMUDA.

/L&

yO >^0
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GOVERNMENT SERVICE
FALKLAND ISLANDS AND DEPENDENCIES.

SENT.
Words Handed in at DateNumber

To

Grateful inform ms date and time origin signal discussed

&J' (oO
Time

Office of Origin

- e L’. c ■ »

TELEGRAPH

GOVii-rhJK 291115.

this mo mi ii<,-.



.,'iled in 02 7 cony in 0625
DECODE.

TELEGRAM SENT.

From GOVERNOR to SECRETARY OF STATE.

Despatched: 29.11.h.8 Time: 1800 Received: Time :

U. Grateful for your early views. I

GOVERNOR
oi faI

I-I

CYPHER 
MMcA. MH.

FIDEP Ho 53. Secret. Your telegram No.28 FIDEP.
As at present advised H.M.S. "Glasgow” with the C.in C. America 

and West indies is due here on 7th February leaving again on 21st 
February.
3^- 2. The Admiral had earliezL_aaked~me_for suggestions as to itinerary 
and I had tentatively proposed the more accessible^Northern Bases i.e. 
Deception, Admiralty Bay and Signy, looking in at Melchior and 
Greenwich Island and proceeding if possible to Soutfh Georgia.

3. In the light of your telegram under reference however and 
provided that gentleman’s agreement is scrupulously observed by other 
parties a visit by H.M.S. "Glasgow” to any Base at which there are 
conflecting claims would not appear to be politic and she should confi: 
herself to a tour round the Falklands and a visit to South Georgia.



9

Decode.
TELEGRAM.

From H.M.S.

H.E. THE GOVERNORTo

'rime 908Despatched: 29th November

Rime .>| OOO7%8Received: 30th Novxamber

Your 1115 November 29th date and time origin 1902Z
November 29th

SPARROW
2919O5Z

G.T.C.
MMcA.

"Sparrow"



Decode.

RECEIVED.

From SECRETARY OF STATE to GOVERNOR.

Time: oooDespatched: 7,-12.48 Received: 8.12.48 Time :19OO

SECRETARY OR STATE.

lt>
od&W* pc*

CYPHER!McA/

FI?EP Ito, 39, Secret. Your telegram Ho 53 PISEF. 5^7

I agree subject of course to proviso that agreement between His Majesty’s Government and Governments of Argentine and Chile regar avoidance of &aval demonstrations is accepted and honoured by other 
parties.

2. Full particulars any palpable breach His Majesty’s Government would of course hold themselves free to take appropriate counter - measures which might involve a reversion to original itinerary propos 
by you.

(liGb O2Q"] CoAj id

53 t5ZL
X U NLO

TELEG RAWl



Decode.
TELEGRAM.

Governor of the Falkland IslandsFrom

Commander-in-Chief, America and West Indies StationTo

Despatched : 19 48 Time :10th December 1630

Received . 19 .. Time :

the Falkland Islands begins :-

know however until later and must wait on events.
2. I therefore suggest the following programme:-

63Paragraphs 2(f) and 3 and U repeated to5.

= 1O15U8

IDV
DAM

of Legislative Assembly 3rd or 4th March and might call 
) en route to Punta del Este.

3* As to ’’Sparrow” there is great disappointment here at her 
scheduled departure on 26th December as annual race meeting is on 
27th/28th and it: would add greatly to pleasure of community if she could 
stay over for this or at least for first day returning here 16th or 17th 
January accordingly.

4- If there has been no breach of agreement, and situation at 
Admiralty Bay is satisfactory, I would like her to proceed to Port Lockroy 
Argentine Islands and Marguerite Bay in February (after refuelling) by 
which time she should have clear run through. She would be back here for_ 
inaugural meeting of Legislativ 
Port San Carlos (East Falkland)

’’Sparrow”.

Following personal for Admiral Tennant from Governor of 
the Falkland Islands begins >^3

Thank you for letters of 20th October and 8th November, Regret 
delay in replying but desired views of Secretary of State on ’’Glasgow’s” 
itinerary in light of ’’gentlemans agreement” with Argentine and Chile. ££ 
He confirms that if there is no palpable "Hr each of this agreement it would 
be inappropriate for flagship with Commander-in-Chief to call at Antarctic 
bases, more particularly those at which there are two camns. We shall not

Arrive Stanley p.m. 7th February.
At Stanley refuelling, etc., 8th - 10th inclusive. (Hope you

( a(b' 
will stay Government House).

(c) Leave a.m. 11th for South Georgia calling at Grytviken, Husvik 
and Leith Harbour if feasible. If not feasible then first named.

(d) If agreement has been kept leave a.m.16th February for Stanley 
direct; if agreement not kept curtail stay at South Georgia and leaving 
there a.m. 14th return to Stanley via Signy, Admiralty Bay (King George 
Island), Discovery Bay (Greenwich Island), Cape Legoupil (Chilean base on 
Trinity Peninsula) and Deception Island.

(e) On return to Stanley, if longer route not imposed by breach of 
agreement, I hope it may be possible for you to call at ports on West 
Falkland, i.e. Pox Bay and/or Port Howard.

(f) I suggest that ’’Sparrow” should meet you at Stanley on your 
arrival and should there have been any breach of agreement she could 
rendezvous with you at Admiralty Bay and refuel (See however paragraph 4). 
I want her to spend the time between her return from Montevideo and your 
arrival in area Admiralty Bay where my first object is to frustrate 
anticipated establishment Argentine base there.



63Decode.
TELEGRAM.

From Governor of the Falkland Islands

To

Time : 1 63 019 6-811th DecemberDespatched :

Time :19 ..Received:

17th January accordingly.

I? C{^L( a? ^7= 111530

following are paragraphs 2(f) and 3 
to Commander-iH-Chief, America and West Indies

Gy. 5 
DAM

H.M.S. ’’Sparrow”

information,

3« As to ’’Sparrow” there is great disappointment here at her 
scheduled departure on 26th December as annual race meeting is on 
27th/28th and it would add greatly to pleasure of community if she could 
stay over for this or at least for first day returning here 16th or

For your 
and U of my 1015U8 
Station begins

2(f) I suggest that ’’Sparrow” should meet you at Stanley on your 
arrival and should there have been any breach of agreement she could 
rendezvous with you at Admiralty Bay and refuel (See however paragraph h? 
I want her to spend the time between her return from Montevideo and your 
arrival in area Admiralty Bay where my first object is to frustrate 
anticipated establishment Argentine base there.

U. If there has been no breach of agreement, and situation at 
Admiralty Bay is satisfactory, I would like her to proceed to Port; 
Lockroy, Argentine Islands and Marguerite B§y in February (after 
refuelling) by which time she should have clear run through. She would 
be back here for inaugural meeting of Legislative Assembly 3rd or' 4th 
March and might call Port San Carlos (East Falkland) en route to Punta del Este.



Decode.
TELEGRAM.

To

11 th December 19 1+8Despatched : 23W+Time :

19 U813th DecemberReceived: Time : 1000

IMPORTANT TOP SECRET

6, Acknowledge.

= 1123UU

13/12/U8I.D. DAMIDV 1000

& 39

Paragraph 3 only applies to the Falkland Islands and 
the dependencies.5.not to

2. Should you receive a confirmatory report of this you 
should return immediately to Port Stanley and place yourself 
under orders of the Governor. If you encounter Argentine naval 
forces you should act generally in accordance with my A. W. I.21+15 
of 22nd October.

Aro7n...QP^^b4er-ip-ChiefAmerica, and. West Indies Station
Sparrow (R) Governor of the Falkland Islands, Admiralty*

These orders are to be amended by any that you receive 
Governor and from the Admiralty.U.from the

Buenos Aires have reported to Foreign Office that it is remotely possible that an Argentine expedition might make a demonstration against the Falkland Islands.

3* In the remote event of your encountering an expedition 
landing or disembarked in the Falkland Islands themselves you may 
use force on my authority to eject them. You should however do 
your utmost to ensure tha£ they fire the first shot.



Decope.

America and West Indies StationFrom

To

Despatched: 7 hue : 1 m 119 2|812th December

Received: 19 U8 Time : 100013th December

1015U8 (gflConcur generally with your
Reference your paragraph 3 please

= 1 212+11 Z

13/1 2/U81000IDV DAMI.D.

C£.

r
v

'r^z.

1

/L

C4

/■

TELEGRAM.

(that ?) ship gets this spell at Montevideo 
adjusted to suit your convenience.

J

see my 151835* (Provided ?) 
the visit was to be

Commander-in-Chief,

N.L.O.Falkland Islands (for Governor’s information) 
and Sparrow



TELEGRAM.
Governor of Falkland IslandsFrom

Sparrow
To

19 U8 Time :Despatched : Ihth December 1730

19 Time :Received :

2. What is your E.T.A. Stanley?

= 141710 P

1 1|/1 2/481645Cy.5 02392 DAM

Reference C-in-C A.W,!^ 1 21411 t .unless you have any

^Decode.

si£ong objections, I should in the circumstances like you to remain 
here for the races returning from Montevideo a.m. 17th January.



S1320f

i

CONFIDENTIAL i

Governor of the Falkland Islands

(0^ &

= 141018

Gy. 5 15/12/4802392 DAM 1030

Book or Table to be used for
Date

Cyphering or Coding. Recoding.

Intercept Group.

2. Consider this decision should ...be .comm' 
to Uruguayan authorities as early’ as possible. •/

FROM :
Sparrow

For use in 
Cypher or 
Coding Office 
only.

Time of Receipt 
in Cypher or 

Coding Office.

Originators Instructions : 
(Indication of Priority, 
AID AC, NOTWT 
For Exercise).
TO7

Initials of 
Cypherer or 

Coder.Recyphering or

■' G VS22 > W c. 107C6 / D7572^1
MAVAL MESSAGE.

icated

Your ; 1-11530 paragraph 3 and C^iir-C GA~W~Trs---
121411. If you decide to alter dates of my visit to 
Montevideo request you will instruct Naval Liaison • 
Officer tc inform-Ambassador, Mont^v-ideo—a-nd-Br-i-t-ish --Naval Attache, Buenos Aires, of amended dates.



S1320f B. & 3. Ltd. 51-6115.

5

6^

151523 ?

•1.5/12/48__ Lv±_ .DAM 1600-ID

Book or Table to be used for
Date

Coding. Recyphering or Recoding.

&

Intercept Group.

Initials of 
Cypherer or 

Coder.

Time of Receipt 
in Cypher or 

Coding Office.

FROM: *
N. L, 0.Falkland Is.

2. Request you will -inf-orm—Uru-guaj^an-- aut-hiorlt-ies- 
acco;rdinglyo

Cyphering or

Originators Instructions :
(Indication of Priority,
AIDAC, NOTWT
For Exercise).
TO- . — __ « . ““

H. B. M,Ambassador Montevideo (R) B. N. A. 
_____ Buenos Aires______
—yC^in^C^A-rW-.-11 s -No;-661/4—o-f—M-t-h-G^t-eb-eiv-^— 
Sparrow'* will not now be leaving Stanley until 

a. m. 29th December. She will-*b~e ’afMonfevld^o from-’ 
2nd to-13 th January- inclusive
H. M.S. ”

<aV82g) Wc. 1O7O6/D7572. l.OlOil Pads
NAVAL MESSAGE.

For use in 
Cypher or 
Coding Office 
only.



S1320f B. S. Ltd.'

CONFIDENTIAL

  
150020 X

15/12/481630DAM02392Cy,_5

CUa Ji
Kn

 

Book or Table to be used for

Coding. Recyphering or Recoding.

SHO
W

 

For use in
Cypher or 
Coding Office 
only.

FROM :

Sparrow

Cyphering or

Initials of 
Cypherer or 

Coder.

Weather unsuitable for further ^•perations at present, 
fuel nearly gone and I have an acute appendicitis case 
f-dr-hospital. - .1-expect. to__arriv_eStanley_p_._m. 
16th December or early a. m. 17th December. Request
mot or fishing ves'sel—and - ambulance- on- anri^al--and- ----
350 tons fuel oil from No. 1 tank.

Intercept Group.

<GV8zS» V.'t 107C-6/D7572. l.OCOLi Pads. 5.45.
NAVAL MESSAGE. 

ri.L-O-
Time of Receipt 

in Cypher or 
Coding Office.

ran.1* ---«-—LVLX.VT. ir —i ■ ■  -.m-wps

Originators Instructions :
(Indication of Priority, 
AID AC, NOTWT 
For Exercise).

’"TO”'""’

Governor Falkland Is. (R) N.L,0,Falklands



S1320f B. & S. Ltd.. 51-61]

o

Sparrew.

17/12/43i^r'02392 -DAir

  

Book or Table to be used foi*
Date

Recoding.Cyphering or Coding.

“FROM?

Governor of Falkland Is. (R)N. L. 0. Falkland 3

Time of Receipt 
in Cypher or 

Coding Office.

■GV828) Wt. 1C/C6/D7572. i.CGOil Pads 5-45.
 NAVAL MESSAGE.  ~

Originators Instructions : 
(Indication of Priority, 
AID AC, NOTWT 
For Exercise).
To”"

For use in
Cypher or 
Coding Office 
only.

Initials of 
Cypherer or 

Coder.Recyphering or

j Intercept Group.

= 161421 Z

 
_______ Expected time of arrival 2130 tonight. 
Your 141710. No strong objections.



With reference to your telegram of the

M

I

O.B.E. ,
VX^p>

r

■'■I

,* /v

' ■ '' ' ■* ‘ ' v

Dear Mathews,

£<. t 
fl'

BRITISH EMBASSY,
(Consular Section), 

MONTEVIDEO.
22nd November, 1948

A.B.Mathews, Esquire, 
Colonial Secretary, 

Falkland Islands.

20th November regarding an cr der for zinc sheets, nails and apexior for the Falkland Islands Company, 
I regret to say that I have not been able to assist 
Maclean and Stapledon in the shipment of these goods 
on H.M. S.’’Sparrow”, which is due to sail tomorrow. Apart from the fact that there is not the time to 
obtain the necessary export permits, the local au
thorities would not allow the shipment of such goods 
on one of H.M.Ships which has called here on a cour
tesy visit and for which the usual port dues are not 
being paid.

f.d
. Gy S

2 . k . <> y i AA



0625

no17th Doceuibar

>

I am directed by the Governor to acknowledge the

America and West Indies Station*

I am

Bermuda, B.W. I.
MMca*

(Sgd.)A.B. MATHEWS
The Chief of Staff to, Colonial Secretary*

The Commander in Chief America & West Indies

*Slr,
Your Obedient Servant,

Sir,

receipt of the Memoradum Ko* 661/U dated 41th October,19h3, 
(Programme of H.&.3. "Sparrow") from the Commander in Chief



FALKLAND I3LA?'I.)S

The Governor of the Falkland Islands

A-.-.erica and ’ .'ent Xnsdies station and has the honour

•fist ructions to the -AD

Officer Jo./jhundint; :i

GCVWUAiJT IluUOR

STANLEY
19hS.

'" Sparroi ?*’

DECIDER 21st,

JM. Rej% 0625*

presents his co/r.llment/ to the •Jc.A:.:ander*in~Chief

to forv.-urd herewith copy of



ft?

to

a

/

tez#

Utwft***- t <j£



SECRET
No 0625/72

Embark W/T Operator and stores (2 drums petrol and(a)
about 12 wooden boxes) consigned to Base H.

(b)

(c)

(d)

(e)

Governor & Commander in Chief.

I enclose for your information a copy of Sailing 
Orders-Second Southern Voyage,addressed to Cdr Kirkwood.

Commander J.V.Waterhouse. DSO.RN.
H.M.S.Sparrow.

Proceed Base B and load materials for new house; 
latter is pre-fabricated and will stow easily.

Port Stanley.
27th December,19U$.

Proceed Base B and examine,and if possible repair, 
oil tank for future Naval and F.I.D.S. storage; 
according to the late Base Leader(Mr Scadding) it 
offers little dificulty. Embark Messrs O’Hare and 
McNeile (ex Base D) for Port Stanley arriving 
there not later than 6th February.

Proceed Base G,disembark Chaplin. Assemble new house 
at ULLMANN POINT and transport stores and 
equipment,greenhouse,Met hut,toilet,engine room 
and interior fittings from old house to new house. 
Note. It is of particular importance that the 
cooking and heating stoves should be mounted on 
cement plinths(cement available at base) and that 
flues from these stoves are well insulated so as 
to preclude risk of fire in the event of the pipes 
becoming overheated. Drawings and assembly 
instructions for the hut are enclosed in attached 
envelope; all parts are numbered.

Proceed Base H,disembark W/T operator,unload stores 
and take Chaplin on board.

2. I shall be obliged if you will undertake the following 
during your second visit to the Antarctic

3. It is assumed that if conditions permit you will take 
the opportunity during this voyage to visit Greenwich Island, 
Cape Legoupil and the Argentine Base at Deception,leaving 
Melchior for your third trip en route Port Lockroy,the 
Argentine Islands and Marguerite Bay.

Copies 1• Cdr Waterhouse.
2. Cdr Kirkwood.
3.0 in C/A.W.I.
4. N.L.O.
5. Maj Pierce-Butler
6. Dr Fuchs.
7 fe 8 S of S
9. File



1Decode.
TELEGRAM.
CONSUL.. MONTEVIDEOFrom

H.E THE GOVERNORTo

19 U8Despatched: 28th December Time: 1730

Time : 1 60019 U829th DecemberReceived :

Following for Officer Commanding H.M.S.
COST 21002Q Pilot will meet as requested. Since visit considered merely

prolongation first visit salute not repeat not required.

CONSUL

i' cd-

P.L,
MMcA.

"Sparrow”. Your



GOVERNMENT TELEGRAPH S E R V I C E.

SENT.
Number Handed in at DateWords

30.12.^3
To

(VC FIDS)

visit salute not repeat not required

GOV-^OR 301J555

Time

Office of Origin

to*(fa KollovTing from Consul Montevideo stop Yom» 2^1020 Pilot will meet 
S/rfec-Las requested stop lienee- visit considered merely prolongation first

FALKLAND ISLANDS AND DEPENDENCIES



Decode.
TELEGRAM.

From......C-in-C A. W. I,

Sparrow (R) Admiralty, Governor Falkland Islands.To

Uth January 19 U9 0215Despatched: Time :

5th January 19 U9 1000Received: Time :

December are to be considered cancelled.

requisitions in the light of K.R.936(C).
3.

5/1/U91819N.C. DAM 1000

Admiralty Message 3111U1 is
79

= OUO215 z

2. Furthermore where in my instructions to you I have 
referred to ’’orders” from Governor this should be amended to 
read ’’requisitions”. You should pay every regard to such

being passed to Governor.

Such portions of A.W.I.NO.2U15 of 22nd. October and 6^ of my 11234^- December as are covered by Admiralty Message 3111U1



rDecode.
TELEGRAM.
AdmiraltyFrom,

? FaIkland Is1andsTo

Time : QUOOIj-th January 29 U9Despatched :

Time :19 U9Received : 5th January 1000

Following is a repetition

If you should meet with Argentine units in theaact of3-

U.

= OUOUOO z

5/1/U91819 DALI 1000N.C.

landing on the Falkland Islands which we do not (R) not expect to occur you should take appropriate steps to prevent this using 
whatever force may be necessary for this purpose and at once informing Governor and Admiralty. If time allows Governor and Admiralty should 
be informed in advance.

M2'

Ll. These instructions of course relate to action in the event 
of a landing the Falkland Islands Colony and not (R) not to anything 
which'might happen in the Dependencies. J111U1 ends.

of Admiralty’s 311U11 begins
Sparrow Glasgow (R) B.N.A.Buenos Aires, B.N.A.Santiago C-in-C A.W. I.
from Admiralty. H.M.Embassy in Buenos Aires have suggested that you 
may require instructions on the action which you should take in the event of an Argentine descent on the Falkland Islands. On 5th November 
Mr.Bevin informed the Argentine Foreign Minister that id any attempt at a landing or other move were made against the Falkland Islands we should defend ourselves and there would be hostilities. Doctor 
Bramuglia replied that Argentine would not (a) not take physical action he said the dispute was a matter of law which should be settled 
by legal means.

2. The Joint Intelligence Committee consider that an Argentine 
party might land on one of the outer islands and perhaps attempt to remain in occupation if the Argentine Government think His Majesty’s 
Government is unlikely to take any positive action. It is hoped that 
a rash move of this nature may have been discouraged by Mr.Bevin’s 
statement.
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8/

This programme is liable to alteration in the event of unforeseen circumstances.2.

It is requested that receipt of this programme may be acknowledged by “AIR MAIL”.4.

H.M.S. “Glasgow”

Place LeaveArrive

Bermuda Mon., 3rd Jan.

Fri., 7th Jan. Trinidad Sat., 8th Jan.

Tues., 18th Jan. Rio de Janeiro Tues., 25th Jan.

Fri., 4th Feb.Fri., 28th Jan. Buenos Aires

Falkland Islands Mon., 21st Feb.Mon., 7th Feb.

Montevideo Thurs., 3rd MarchThurs., 24tb Feb.

TrinidadMon., 14th March

BermudaTues., 5th April

Notes—(i) Admiral Sir William Tennant, K.C.B., C.B.E., M.V.O. flies his flag in H.M.S. “Glasgow” 
which is commanded by Captain C. L. Firth, D.S.O., M.V.O. R.N.

(ii) Particulars of H.M.S. “Glasgow” :—
Displacement—12,000 tons Length—591 ft 6 ins. Draught—21 ft. 7 ins.
Complement— 59 officers, 760 men.

William Tennant
Admiral, 

Commander-in-Chief,
America & West Indies Station.

As convenient for exercises 
with R.C.N. in Caribbean.

A.W.I. No. 661/2 
Memorandum.

A A-\ ■.
■ - |

ADMIRALTY HOUSE, 
BERMUDA, 

4th November, 1948.

The following programme for the winter cruise of H.M.S. “Glasgow” is promulgated 
for information.

3. The visits in this programme will be of an informal nature and it is hoped that local 
officials and residents will not feel themselves called upon to incur undue expense by entertaining.



DISTRIBUTION

Admiralty

Governor of Bermuda

,, Trinidad & Tobago

Montevideo

Buenos Aires

H.B.M. Consul General, Rio de Janeiro

Montevideo

Buenos Aires

Mexico City, Mexico

Resident Naval Officer, Trinidad

Officer Commanding Troops, Bermuda

H.M. Ships, America & West Indies Squadron

Captain-in-Charge, Bermuda

Captain Superintendent, Bermuda

Resident Naval Officer, Jamaica

British Naval Attache, Washington D.C., U.S.A.
,, ,, „ Santiago, Chile

,. ,, ,, Buenos Aires, Argentine
,, „ Rio de Janeiro, Brazil

,, ,, Falkland Islands

Naval Service Headquarters, Ottawa

Senior Naval Liaison Officer, (U.K. Services Liaison Staff), Ottawa-------—

British Joint Services Mission, (Naval Staff), Washington, D.C. U.S.A.

H.B.M. Ambassador, Rio de Janeiro



NAVAL MESSAGE. (Revised—October, 1935).S. 1320g. (For

55Sparrow (R) C-in-G A.W. I.From

60

Place DepartArrive 70

a. m.

a. m.

BlankMontevideo 85

will require2.

B N A. Buenos Aires.Sparrow pass to4.
100

«= 111930 2
105

.. ............. -Naval Gode.. J

115

120

125

135

140

145

150

112204. Wt. 80147/A8071. 155m Pads. 11/4-1. W. & S. Ltd. 51-5351.

Write
across

inform of 60 degrees 
Redd in three columns. 65

80
211stFebruary

fuel on both
90

110
.... P..0—Tel<.............■P-.-O—-R..........()2462/-13/l/49-

in West Falkland islands
95

Ox. return to Po?t Stanley request you will
I. Governor ths tif I.am not required.to ">roceed.south
south my intentions are as follows.

9 thFebruary" 
a, m. 14th February 
p. m. 14th February^

3. Other visits mentioned by H.E. 
should be made by Sparrow.

^5“*

SECRET
B,N. A. Buenos Aires

Grytviken, Leith & Husvik

Fbc 6ac|#

use with S. 1320f).

Iiform R.N.0. that ‘’Glasgow’* 
occasions of visiting Port Stanley usiiig No. 1 tank.

8,Georgia

Bay, W Falkland Is, a. m. or p. m....IBth Tib

p. m, 7 th Fe bruary ^br tStahley 
p. m. 12th February 
a. m, 14th February
p. ri ii7th ox a. rn. 18th Fox

Februaryp. rm 18th or a. in, 19th Port Stanley 
Februar y

1400 24th February



NAVAL MESSAGE. (Revised—October, 1935).jOg. (For
UNCLASSIFIED 55

To... Sparrov,, From, . .. C-in-C A W I, 60

65

70

75
the above and also for say 100' guests..

Flag Captain and officers.
ernate 85the cocktail

shall be most 90

if convenient.

6. IfC«fC
HO

115= 131600 Z

120

125W/T 17390 Kc/s 1659/13/1/49 C. S./R.W,TO R,

130

135

140

4145

150

112204. Wt. 30147/A8071. 155M Pads. 11/44. W. & S. Ltd. Bl-5351.

$

the Governor 
stores or provisions requ: 
requested... that , ample...................... given.

iirjned lately
for 12 guestls that night to which I hor|e H. E. and Mrs 
■will..attend. .........................................   —

Or 
carried out :

desires it Glasgow could t 
red from Buenos Aires but Lt is

LWrite•across

.K... if
party on the

a childrens
100

ansport any
105

4. I 
include penduin rookeries

3e Glasgow will be 
afternoon to

grateful if <<=
preferably 011 horse-back could be

desired it might be possible to arrange 
day of Glasgow’s second visit.

!se with S. 1320f).

the Admiral, ........

request you wj.ll tell H E. 
f oilowing pi o gramme.. I wi

on arrival, ajhd would like

2. Request you will in conjunction with Colonial Secretary issue the invitations for ”.......... ^---....... -----..  
to an "at home” on board Glasgow from 1730 to 1930 on the^secondgo 
day, given in the name of *’

the assumption that my intentions for Glasgow are 
that I suggest the

.1 comeashorq and call on if E... -...
to give a dinner party 

Clifford

open to visitors on the alt 
party from 1400 to 1700.

s days expedition to
„ w -Xi horse-back could be 

arranged with Mr. Bert Fleuret. I should like to bring one other
95



S. 1320b.

1 Cmire?'? 'Plaindress

C-in-C A, W. I.

ioiioul-d—

LU

P/L 50

System

• *

C ! S . /R _W , 
I Dateof

Des; atch

’ c:

2

FROM;

Sparrow

No. of 
Groups

W/T
I D/L Code or Cypher

I
I p.no.w.

u)
in
o'
til

o
4

1
I

Department |
only I

For use in 
fiyr.nl

T 0 D,
Time 

.Receipt | 

I I

________ I_______________ .35

&J 5%
-15

(G?. oS7oO. Pads. 5’44. B. A S. JAci

NAVAL MESSAGE.    

Originators Instruction' 
(indication of Priority, 
intercept Croup, etc.’

TO?

  
0043Z/14/4/49

P Operator

 
1 ■ ; 

your 3451600 2:- (;I j

__ :__ ParaLl.. _ i-lrs o_Clii‘iorcLj?et urns-' ILX. Janxxa-ry. 
you like! party to be jail male. |;

--T^ara>-^0—Can—numbers- be -incpettsed to -1450- If—necestsary.— 
Para. 3. Shore bo^t situation [is bad and use of 20
---------------------- 0^,.SgOv^_ s -v/i-i'i- ^be-vnecesBary'i 'if "thl'S--------

 is to be'a success I 25
'"Para;.r5." Sparrow ’took'100' ah^|d7fsap^ointed> iiiany,~how 

_______ 1  many can*Glasgow manage please, I 30

I I " i 1
i IT132350 z I

fiyr.nl


S. 1320b.

I

Sparrow 

5

io

15

20

25

30UJ 

35

P/L 

50

P.O.O. W. Date
I
Operator

I
w7t“|
" i

I
 I

of
Despatch

No. of 
Groups

Codress/Plaindress

FROM:
C-in-C A.W.I

For use in

Department 
only

K

(GV589) Wt. 57175/ .D3730. 750M Pads. 5«.

NAVAL MESSAGE. •

-________ —
Originators Instructions 

(Indication of Priority, 
Intercept Group, etc. i

TCk

tri

c7

o
4

I
I
T,0 IL 1950Z/14/1/49

  I

SV‘C

Your 1^2350 and my |131600 

Time
Receipt |

a/ £ /
________I__________40_

P 0 Tel. t5

Paral1. Request you will ask H. E. to decide. 
ParaL 2, Yes.
 JParaL^^hlaL_will__ be _^_rran£gdL i  
Paral 4. Maximum dumber that cian be properly

  -------- j-----enter-tained--150--------- '------------------------- 
___ I I___________________  

i
= 140957 P

P/L Code or Cypher



S. 1320b.

j

Codress/Piaindress

(R) N L.O, FalklandsC-in-C A.W. I.
!

5

10

15

20

25
It would

30

35

= 182005 Z 40

45
DMB7H. 1700

50
DateOperatorSj’Ptem

t

P/L Code or Cypher

u

!-

No. of 
Groups

w

o“

**
o
4

_____
P.O.O.W. I 1

a:

2e
could'

Para 4.
Para”5.

be much appreciated if your band
^ashore__on_any_day.-----------------------

________
Originators Instructions

(Indication of Priority, 
Intercept Group, etc,;

TO?

Your 1316b0 ?- S^—Para—k!—-H-r-K,—de^iro'^info^rmaL-cill-e-and^-alX- male
I dinner parti 

—Para--2ij—K.-L- 0v—f 
Cocktail p.

For use in
Si^nrtl

Department
■ only s

FROM:Sparrow

(GV589) Wt. 57175/D87S0. 750M Pads. 5'44. B.4 8fUd. 4>23C>

NAVAL MESSAGE. • Q

n pajrty Feb. 8th.
Parsriy. Presuine Feb. Tth is^intended-----------------------

Will be arranged for Felp. 8th 
Consider“mostr~desi rable"e

Time of 
Receipt| Des; atch
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B. & S. ttd. 51-6115.,S1320f

Intercept Group.

CONFIDENTIAL
(R) N.L 0.FalklandsC-in-C A.W. I

  
= 182001 Z

 
P/L H.M DAM 1700

Book or Table to be used for
Date.

Recyphering or Recoding.Coding.

18/1/49
Time of Receipt 

in Cypher or
Coding Office.

FROM :
Sparrow -

Originators Instructions : 
(Indication of Priority, 
AID AC, NOTWT 
For Exercise).
TO :

For use in 
Cypher or 
Coding Office 
only.

Initials of 
Cypherer or 

Coder.Cyphering or

-GV828) Wt. 10706/D 7572. 1,00021 Pads. 5,-45.
 NAVAL MESSAGE.

Your 111930. Agreed by Governor except for 
visit to Fox Bay. West Falkland Annual—Sports~ meeting— 
is being held at Port Stephens Feb.17th or 18th and all 
other settlements will be evacuated on these days. H. E. 
proposes you visit-Port Stephens p. m<-17tii -to-p.m. 18th-  
or a.jm. 19th.

2. Request fuel requirements for first visit to 
Stanley in order that I may adjust fuelling of Sparrow 

 to  conform - t o_ your requirement s.--------------------
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22nd 1949-
To The Honourable

The Colonial Secretary.

Stanley, Falkland Islands.

Supplies ex Argentine - Transport of by H.M.S.’’Glasgow” ■Subject

Fresh Apples.
Oranges.
Fresh Pears.

Tomatoes.
Bananas.

it
IT

Yeast.
Cheese.

2.local bakery.
The Falkland Islands Co’s requirements cover those of the 

It is understood that the above firms have telegraphsc 
their/

Messrs.F.I.Co.Ltd. 175 bags Flour.
40 c/s Butter.
60 bags Potatoes:.
5 c/s

30
2
553

tt
it
n
it
tt

4 cwt

January,

30 cases Butter.

In connection with the signal regarding the transport of 
supplies direct from Buenos Aires by H.M.S. ’’Glasgow”, I have the 
honour to inform you that local importers require the following 
please:-

B.L.Williams :

iNO. 

is requested 
tiffin any refer
ence to this memo
randum the above 
number and the 
date may be quoted.

■^^^memoranpum.

(§! 22 JAN :

From Competent Authority,
(Supplies),



C omp oXeit^ttrHio r i t y.

I. - x

n

normal suppliers in Buenos Aires informing them of the 
foregoing and placing the necessary ordersc

■■ 4*^ /^ i



T E L'E GRAPH SERVICE.GOVERNMENT

SENT.
Number Words Handed in at

To

6&S-

ffx3

Office of Origin

Time

Date

FALKLAND ISLANDS AND DEPENDENCIES

sys>k^. fMMtoteri^ *S ae isi tMz
Jrt^®S5J£. .*= »■

Ifc-oai-.l 'tofere is i:.':. ■• Y““V-IS! S 'iecin.
' " >. LXs ;ic«U.GW toi iiitasKCd W

-Hll c^j^J&ssed vwK; 3^ ™”



T E L E G R AGOVERNMENT

SENT.
Number Handed in atWords Date

To

|O(|

Ortice of Origin

Lio, iG. He; wll be visiting South Georgia sraa
io 14th February stop wJ/j have on board LTtpi^L^ir 

V.illiara Xeixients ?Ojai^u^2ei,-’Xi‘*<^^C3?5 /•:r.e^*7tCi>^ai2Js.
btai&on, 60 officers aad 700 ciea stop Xi is xn-bei'Kieu.
Vu-sits ^tviken9 Leith and ziusvilc stop 11 Itecuest you or^pnise 
sou& stable entertoii^cnt e.[> reindeer shoot, ^oeccc?

FALKLAND ISLANDS AND DEPENDENCIES



GOVERNMENT TELEGRAPH SERVICE.
FALKLAND ISLANDS AND DEPENDENCIES.

SENT.
Number Office of Origin Words Handed in at Date

To
C 'A

i

• X<\

’stc.te y.ouis ‘fill in- z 30 casco ’butter stop F&Zhlcnc. Inlands
Og .- -rny ; ?5 bags flour bracket include rc mirasents of local bakers

f.O cases butter 60 bag? potatoes 5 eases fresh applesunbrache
30 cases :. unnpee 2 cases fresh pears 5 cases fresh taaatoee 3 . sos

convenient stop ?;he above Pirns h^ive telegraphed their orders to
their . rents in Buenos Aires

il-'XU lM awz: of?,ics* .L'a/:::? -

25W15

Time

.7 .:rp Vamnee ■ :■' yeast 4 owt

(Vc n.c.)

four 1316008 to f’po.^rdv: 6 stop Governor rould be
grnteftzl if follerl^; arrSx; or.s eotzld be brought froa Buenos . .ires

) - -i j \

cheese or :riA - ■a.o.nt^tL.ce os



JECODE.

TELEGRAM.
212.No.

From...We.ste.rs., Fox. Bay.

The Colonial Secretary..To

49January 20th 19Despatched : Time : 20, 30. t
49January 21st 19 Time :Deceived : 09< 30.

shall, be very pleased to 'see

2. Regarding proposed. Visit of Glasgow racing days provisionally
fixed for 23rd or 24th owing delay shearing but we sincerely hope to
see Admiral Tennant and his ship.

WESTERS,

I

v

LJH

Tour“"telegrain of ’20 th paragraph 1 we

irr^a ssxst~hinras” far’ as possib 1 e

To see.
(Intld) M,C._



GOVERNMENT TELEGRAPH SERVICE.
FALKLAND ISLANDS AND DEPENDENCIES.

CC
RECEIVED.

k umber Office of Origin Words Handed in at Date

217 Fto Bay- 19 09 .00 21.1.49

To

Col Sec Stanley

IMS Gias gov/ at ourWe hope we may see His Excellency on board
sports meeting

Beaty

Time

SHE



cGOVERNMENT TELEGRAPH SERVICE. o

FALKLAND ISLANDS AND DEPENDENCIES.

RECEIVED.
Office of Origin WordsNumber Handed in at Date

21stFOX BAY

To

MARKS

2Uth February and could not be earlier on account of delayed
shearing we sincerely hope we may see H.M.S. GLasgow then

BEATY

i

Time

!

/i
I .]

We
Port Stephens for Races stop Racing provionially fixed for 25rd

understand from Col, Sec. that H.M.S. Glasgow intended to be



Decode.
TELEGRAM.

C IN C ATo '

19 U9 'I'hne : 001-325th JanuaryDespatched:

19 k-9 1000Received : Time :25th January

?

to visit or alternatively the visit to

1500 tons oil fuel required.

2k135HZ

BO uz(A< Vr

I/

/-nn^.NOiC FALKLAND ISL.A'DS (R) H. LA S.

consider entrance 
intend therefore

CYPHER
MMcA.

’’Glasgow’1

2. Pargarph 2$

"SPARRO’"”

/

Sparrow’s” -182001. Paragraph 1

P. O /■ 
■'ll / » y ’t -

H.M.S. ” ______Port.Stephens by Cruiser an unjustifiable risk, 
to return to Port Stanley from South Georgia arriving 

17th February unless there iS another port that the Governor 
would like ’’Glasgow” to visit or alternatively the visit to 
South Georgia could be extended by one day.



Decode.
TELEGRAM.

From.....C...IN C.A.W.I,

N. 0.1. C. FALKLAND ISLANDSTo

19 U9Despatched: 27th January Time .0320

19 hS Time :1 U2027th JanuaryReceived:

I
261335Z

CYPHER
MMcA.

Acknowledge receipt of my 2U135UZ



Decode.
TELEGRAM.

C IN C A. VJ. I.From

H.E. THE GOVERNORTo

Despatched. : 19 W Time . 031 827th January

19 U9 Time :1l|-30Received : 27th January

congratulations. Regret to
hear Mrs Clifford’s health. will bring the stores

COMMANDER IN CHIEN A.";. I.

2621152

P.L.
MMcA. P.S.

We have to reply to C in C about Port Sterhens ?
(Intd) M.C.ol-

Thank you for your letter and
"Glasgow”

7 ^4 for which you asked.



GOVERNMENT TELEGRAPH SERVICE.

SENT.
Number Office of Origin Words Handed in at Date

To
(A/< HO)I’-OYT

in Chief considersto

at Inter date
cllolyal ■' i?1 ty

Time

I

\0^~

Yovr to AiriCG stop •'• '■ f°
visit impracticable enter -’ort ntephens stop 'mill visit

FALKLAND ISLANDS AND DEPENDENCIES



/o3Decode.
TELEGRAM.

H.E. THE GOVERNORFrom...

C IN A.W. I.To

Despatched : Time : 1500J&-928th January

Received : 19 Time :

281U29

2. Note re Port Stephens where any case Sports postponed 
till 2Jrd. Suggest therefore you visit Darwin instead.

NAVAL CODE 
IviMcA.

Your 2U135U to Naval Liasion Officer acknowledged. Marks has been sick and have given him few days leave. Have informed 
Falkland Islands Company your oil requirements.



1/Decode.
TELEGRAM.No.

From... The ... Adm ini st rat ive. .Officer.,. South Geo rg la.

The Colonial.Secretary,To

Despatched : 49 18.45.January 27th 19 Time :

28thDeceived : 4919 Time : 09.30.

No. 19. Your S. Glasgow. Submit following

provisional programme.

Bay lunch tea Magistrates quarters shooting King Edward Point soccer
cinema dinner Pesca. 13th Reindeer hunt otherwise at disposal of

14th Lunch dinner Husvik and Leith soccer match cinema Leith.Glasgow.
Suggest Glasgow might find it advisable and more convenient2.

anchor Stromness on 14th.

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER.% 0 >P/L.
LJH

January '

telegram No. 10.
12th visit to glaciers seal rookeries Cumberland



GOVERNMENT TELEGRAPH SERVICE.
FALKLAND ISLANDS AND DEPENDENCIES.

SENT.
Office of Origin Words Handed in atdumber Date

29. 1. 49-

To

programme Rugger?ted for

quart, er shooting match

•kiward point football cinema dinner with Perea stop 13th Reindeer

Leith football match cinema Leith stop para 2 Suggest Glasgow might

anchor formers on 14 th stop jrinanfind it advisable and more convenient

Time

1

291 OX).

icing

hunt othei'wise at dis oral of Glasgow stop 14th Lunch dinner Husvik arx.

Following for Uoraaander in Chief tfarohip Glasgow begins Following pragma 

'outh Gecrgia visit 12th visit to Glaciers seal

rookeries Cumberland Bay lunch tea Magistrates

PFOBRGJi.- 13ULNC1 L



Decode.
TELEGRAM.

0 IN 0 AMERICA & BEST INDIES STATIONFrom

To ‘ •H•s• spARROW (R) H.E.THE GOVERNOR

Despatched: 19 U927th January Time: OO3OZ

Received: 28th January 191& Time : 1 0000

M2721ouz

AU/1 I t>"f0 C
£bo Sp

AL CODE
'A.

Sfy a<ww

272(0 4.

C*w> 

41/<^£c4v€^Vz VtPvl 
5*1 .

3. N.O.I.C. Falkland Islands is requested to obtain and signal remarks of Governor.

2. I expect to meet you at Port Stanley 7th February and 
after completion storing and any other requirements you may have from ’’Glasgow” I should like you to sail in company on 10th 
February for one" days exefcis-es. Request your future movements

I j p>^JJv4

Nov/ that I shall not be Roing beyond. 60 vzithin parallel 
I do not know what the Governor's wishes are for your future 
movements.



Decode.
TELEGRAM.

From . "Sparrow”

(R) N.CD.I C. Falkland Islands.C-in-C A.W ITo

Despatched: 28th January Time .121919 48

Your

= 281219

k
M.C.
MMcA

3. H. M. S. "Sparrow” will return^ to Port Stanley for opening of 
Legislative Council March 3rd and sail for Port San Carlos March 4th.

Received: 19 Time :
272104. Expect to reach Port Stanley February 6th or 7th and 

to sail 4 (R) 4 days later for protesting and flag showing from Melchior to 
Marguerite Bay. In view of present complete frustration of John Biscoe’s 
second voyage there may well be other more urgent tasks.

2. Programme is being arranged and exercises can only be included 
at the expense of the rest and relaxation of my ship’s company, the 
importance of which I have stressed to Governor.



/O£Decode.
TELEGRAM.

brom H* E* The Governor

C-in-C A. W. I.
To

Despatched : 19 4829th January

Received : 19 Time :

Mo observations.

if ice

= 291536

N. C.
MMcA.

probably Melchior, 
conditions permit,

| oGYour 272104 to Sparrow paragraph 2.
After completing exercises wish Sparrow to return to South 

Port Lockroy, Argentine Islands and, 
Marguerite Bay.

Time : 1536



extract "?cl; letter r. a. cateron tort san oak

DATED 2-1 st JANUARY,!9U9.

n

27th January."I have had to reopen this letter as David Marks has 
nov.' arrived to settle the details of Sparrows visit.
We are delighted she is coming and will do vzhat is possible to make their visit enjoyable.11’

(Intd) M.C.

” I quite forgot to ask you in Stanley whether it 
is decided finally that the ’’Sparrow" calls here in 
March. Waterhouse mentioned that he might. I needn’t 
tell you how pleased we should be to have her but I 
would like to know for certain as there are various 
preparations we would have to make. Bill Johnston 
thinks she can safely lay alongside the jetty, but she 
might touch bottom at a very low tide. Ifm not sure 
how much this would matter but in any case there is an 
excellent anchorage a little up the river from the 
settlement?. However we can talk it over when you come 
here next month and v.re look forward to seeing you then.



Decode. 11°
TELEGRAM.

Prom

(R) Admiralty, Governor Falkland Is.C-in-C A.W. I.
ToCONFIDENTIAL

Time :Despatched : 19Lj.thJ*£d February 0007

Time :Deceived : 19Uth February U9 1^+5
including gale on Monday and

'= 032001 Z

U/2/U91W5 DAM02392Naval Code

&J- m

Visibility increased today sufficiently fco attempt 
departure but lines of pack ice proved too formidable and I have 
returned to Admiralty Bay not without some difficulty.

Fuel remaining at 0800 this morning 77 (?) tons. Apart 
from the requirements of safety, economy is rendered difficult owing to complete unserviceability of diesel generator. Short of an 
immediate and sustained northerly wind it appears probable that I 
may have to ask for H.M.S.’’Glasgow” to refuJ^e me.

A week of easterly windsTuesday has brought pack ice across Bransfiesld Strait from Gape 
Melville to Deception. The wind continues South East force U.

H.M.S."Sparrow”



"///

NAVAL MESSAGE.S. 1320g. (For {Revised—October, 1935).

55IMPORTANT/

Sparrow (R) Admiralty N. O .l/C Falkland Islands.
Your 032001.I |G

of 60 South unless to

....4,-~ You should do your utmost to
85

^panrGw” pass to- K,0- l/C. Falklands..

90042330Z

954/2/49.DAM 2235Naval Code 02392

0 100

105

lo 110co

/j 4 h

120

125

130

135

140

145

150
• \

155m Pads. 11/44. W. & S. Ltd. B1-53B1.

Write 
across

Report your situation to me every 12 hours,
65

unfortunate repercussions in Argentine70 
also have deleteriQus...pff ec ts.on the...

75

I 80
reach that., latitude.. You  

will doubtlfess steam on dne boiler once you are cleAr.

2,  .. Tassist you

Bisect

do not wish 10 come..South
Ln extreme necessity. The nleed for crossing this 

latitude mirht well have
...and .not ...be ’ d el feeved.,...and 

present political discusdions.

io

. /./£

use with S. 1320f).

£

Glasgow”, can easily meet you in... 6.0..South
Lf necessary due to weatherl

  3. ”
or tow you

IIS

,k..
%

TV1



A

S1320f B. A 3. Ltd.

Intercept Group

N0D3C0

o

 0515582 
 

115002592 DAE Naval Code

Date 
Cyphering or Coding

6/2/49

Time of Receipt 
in Cypher or 

Coding Office.

Originators Instructions : 
(Indication of Priority, 
AID AC, NOTWT 
For Exercise).

Book or Table to be used for 

Recyphering or Recoding.

For use in 
Cypher or 
Coding Office 
only.

I initials of 
Cypherer or 

Coder.

TO ■ a . 0. l7c FaIk1and 1slands for Gover nor From :
C-in-C A.W.I.

<GV823> Wt. 10706/ D7572. 1.0C0M Pads. 5/45.
NAVAL MESSAGE.

&
\\'■

(?) Admiralty Sparrow

I {0 Sparrow’s 052001, While at present there is no
‘great cause" fdr~anxle^ ’nTay_he~^
_having tQ_wint_er■__in_±he_ ice if she cannot get out shortly.
We shall then have to take all possible steps with 

 -mini-mu-fir- de laj^-e--TefftOve-o-ve—1-GG-of  - her—&h±pl -s—eompa-ny^----
2. John Biscoe is apparently the only means of 

rexwier ing assisfane e’.’~When“Carr’she"’get back to Sparrow’~
. and _eiiclea.V'jur ^t.Q_.help__lxei‘_ out^__________________9_______

5. Do you know anything of Chilean flotilla?



Decode.

From H..E. .THE... GOVERNOR

(r) SPARROWC IN C A.W. I.To

Despatched : ^97th February Time : 1 U00

Received : 19 .. Time : . . •

I have no further news.3- Chilian Flotilla.

GOVERNOR

0713U5

lly-OO

TELEGRAM.

o js'S'S 1
Your 032001 repeated Admiralty

NAVAL CODE
D.A.M.

___ Sparrow. There is every 
likelihood in my view, that ice will have gone out in next ten days.

2. Had assumed ’’Sparrow" and "Biscoe" in close contact and while 
latter not due back t.ill end month could be recalled ant'time if 
emergency established.



Decode.

H ... E. THE. GOVERNORFrom

To BISCOE FOR KIRKWOOD (R) C IN C A. 77. I. SPARROW ADMIRALTY

Despatched : 19 U9 Time : 1 9007th February

Deceived. 19 Time :

MOST IMMEDIATE

at Admiralty Bay where shut in by

■ 2. How much oil fuel is available at Deception ?
If sufficient to assist her materially how soon can you

6. Turn back immediatljr if you can be of assistance to her.

GOVERNOR

TELEGRAM.

071915

ftZ //o"

/Z^l

BRITISH CYPHER
MMcA. LJH.

U. Do you think you could get a lead through pack for her ? She is more vulnerable than you.

3. :get it to her ? She uses 6 tons daily at anchor.

"Sparrow" in difficulties 
ice and fuel running low. If not out by 12th instant she will have 
to anchor stern to s£ore and draw fires awaiting relief.

5. If necessary are you powerful enough to tow her out ?



Decode.
TELEGRAM.

THE GOVERNOR (R) H. M.S.SPARROW"H.E.To

Time : O9U58th FebruaryDespatched :

19 U9 Time : 1 OOOReceived : 8th February

2.

3-

U.

KIRKWOOD
0811OOZ

//5
/

BC.
MMcA.

There is no oil fuel at Deception.
Tow quite possible but obly in reasonable open water.
Heavy pack still extends over major portion Bransfield 

Strait long period of bad weather and low temperatures have 
arrested drifting and melting,

brom......KIRKWOOD.JO.HN....B.SS.O.O.E".

Returned Deception Island O7U5P 8th February to embark 
dogs and personnel for Base G and will proceed to assistance 
of "Sparrow" forthwith. ~ ’



IfG
LIST OF OFFICERS SERVING IN H.M.S. GLASGOW

NAMERANK DUTY SENIORITY

C-in-C., A. & W. LAdmiral 22.10-48

R. M. Garside, o.B.E. (flcfinjy)Commander (S)

A. Gray, D.S.O Flag Lieut- & Fleet Communications OfficerLieut.-Cdr. 16.12-44

C. L. Firth, D.S.O.", M V.o. Flag Captain & Chief of StaffCaptain 30.6.41

G. 0. Symonds, D.S.C. 16.7.42Lieut.-Cdr.

Captain’s Secretary

Fleet Recreation Officer

Admiral’s Office

Dental Officer

Fa.-

1.9.48

Total GO Officers18th January, 1948

Midshipman (S) 
Midshipman

Sir William Tennant 
K.C.B., C.B.E., M.V.O.

T. D. Ross x
T. S. Osborne, L.R.C.P. &S.
J. T. Shrimpton, C.B.E.
N. S. Roberts
D. A. Craddock
P. R. Matters

J. H. Diggins
N. A. Lee
C. A. Crick more
C. E. Redman (acting)
F. G. Young (acting)
W. B. Collins
L. J. Bampfylde
E. Bristow
S. G. Liles (acting)

W. G. Marshall
R. G. J. Fairie
R. G. Carr
G. M. Williams, B.Sc.
J. M. C. Dunlop
J. L. N. Ommaney

Executive Ollicer
Fleet Medical Ollicer
Fleet Supply Officer
Fleet Engineer Ollicer
Fleet Electrical Ollicer
Fleet Royal Marine Ollicer

Staff Officer (Operations) & Public Relations
Officer

Fleet T.A.S. Officer & 1st Lieutenant
Fleet Navigating Officer
Fleet Gunnery Officer
F. Met. Officer & F. Ed. Officer

Deputy Supply Officer
Senior Engineer
Asst. Secretary to C.-in-C.

Secretary to C-O-S-
Assistant Staff Officer (Intelligence)

1-12.48 
(as Lt« Cdr(S) )

1.1.48
1.5.48

Cd. Ord. Officer
Cd. Gunner
Cd. Gunner
Cd. Elect. Officer (L)
Cd. Shpt.
Gunner
Wt. Engr.
Wt. Comm. Officer
Wt. Eng.

Lieut. (S)
Captain, R.M.
Lieut.
Inst. Lieutenant 
Lieut. (E) 
Lieut.
Surg. Lieut.
Lieut. (L)
Lieut.
Lieut. (S)
Lieut. R.M.
Lieut.
Lieut. (E)
Lieut. (S)
Lieut- (E)
Surg. Lieut (D)
Lieut.
Lieut. (S)
Lieut (E)
Sub-Lieut
Sub-Lieut., R.C.N. (R)

R. I- C. Ryland
S. D. S. Bailey
J. G. B. Armstrong
A. T. B. Rooke
J. Goudy
G. A. Plumer
C. H. C. Spurgeon, R.A.N.
C. J. Isacke
J. F. Van den Arend
J. E. C. Allen

1.10.41
1.4.47
1.4.48
8.4.46

18.4.46
10.11.45

1.4.46
22.9.47

1.4.48

R. M. D. Ponsonby
A. R. E. Evans
M. M. Collings
A. J. Bellamy, M.A.
B. W. Smith
D. C. Woolf
J. B. L. Gilmore, D.S.C.
A. M. Jamieson
Rev. J. K. Boulton-Jones, 

B.A., B.D., LL.D.

30.6.44
9.7.39

31.12.42
30.6.46
30.6.46

31.12.47

1.10.41
1.2.48
1.8.43
1.1.44
1.4.44
1.6.44
9.8.44
7.9.44

16.10.44
1.12.44
12.2.42

16.10.45
1.12.45

1.1.46
1.10.46
20.2.47

1.6.47
1.12.47

1.2.48
1.1.47
3.5.47

16-1.43 .
16.9.43
16.8.44
3.5.45
3.2.46

1.10.47
1.3.48
1.9.48

21.1.42

V&*vZ Jffuo Cto*

Assistant Navigating Officer & F.D.O.
J. C. Higginson, M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P.
D. W. Jackson
J. Bowden-Smith
F. J. C. Allwood
P. J. Williams
J. W. A. Denham
D. I. Stuart
T. Weigh ill
J. S. Fitton
A. W. Greenwood, L.D.S., B.D.S.
C. H. Bunbury
K. C. A. MacKenzie
O. H. Allen (acting)
J. A. Barrett
F. D. Prouse

Inst. Lieut.-Cdr.
Lieut.-Cdr.
Lieut.-Cdr. (S)
Lieut.-Cdr. (E)
Lieut.-Cdr. (S)
Chaplain

Commander
Surgeon Commander
Commander (S)
Commander (E)
Commander (L) 
Major, R.M.

y Admiral’s Secretary



v

S1320f 51-6115.B. & S. Ltd.

Intercept Group.

Governor of the Falkland Islands

08^0138 Z

8/2/49Naval Code 02392 1030DAM

te
Date

Cyphering or Coding. Recyphering or Recoding.

»

Book or Table to be used for

EIMPORTANT

>

Initials of 
Cypherer or 

Coder.

Time of Receipt 
in Cypher or 

Coding Office.

(GV82S1 Wt. 10706/D7572. 1,0C0M Pads. 5/45.
NAVAL MESSAGE.

Originators Instructions : 
(Indication of Priority, 
AIDAC, NQTWT- 
For Exercise).  
foT ’• “

For use in 
Cypher or 
Coding Office 
only.

~FR6a~

Sparrow

----- ■■—L-^//-Your.0719(j)5_t—This _cypher_has__heen transferred----  
on written~inst rucTions of N L 0 to Base G with whom I 
ha ve orcas i onal cont act when~ iceconditi onspermit.-----------



r
l“ror

our

cotter to A?nentine end Chilian Ch•veznmsntE> Coneious

(This is a redistributed version)*

^(XxUOaLksZ*I'iBB

A J ;.K (R) &E& Buenos < ires* 
Santiago de Chile.

of political issue they are averse to rnakir 5 any notification 

until such a nove is definate*

9a 2,1^.hMo-

JB;:-iii2£>This isessage is *'o be paraphrased and the D.T*CL 
it is post&l on ti ? notice x&rd or otherwise; ■ 

raLoasea fr v ncre-.l control ether than toa Wtieh 0? ILS. Govermren 
Officials

j.5']fC2u Should it prove nccessaiy l or Glasgow

'■>:> to assistance of Sparrow F, 0* wcolcl explain

Dist.. f» c.. s. 0.0.. a, o. s.. ssc.. Au.ks cs®. . x c. o«. Vs. o(l)»

SASS.g„eV• • • • ? RA. o.l L.T..y.



Decode.
TELEGRAM.

KIRKWOODFrom

H.E. THE GOVERNORTo

19 49 Time : 0120Despatched : Sth February

19 49 Time : 1 0309th FebruaryDeceived :

Arrived Base G 2200 February 8th.

KIRK'OOP '- .
082201P

io e.,N.c.Ql~J-

G.T.C.
MMcA.

"JOHN BISCOE"



C in C (a) ,WSAKK; irq; .sivfisay.

fl

,.,.'091206.2.

9*2.1$.M.JOi’CG', 5' E.O.B. .fUCOu

Bist,. RO. 0.. (?. 0, 0.. 0. I?.s.. Jsnas ®i?.,S0O,. KU. 0..■&JL 0.. R E. 0..RS. Ou ' 
k}®.o.Mo:®lu

S EG R E'-T.....!! 0 OECft |

g§cu??l1# Wmii&Thif message is to be poi’aphiteoa end the RS. CL 
pmSzed’b^Sre it iy pasted on the notice board-ts? otherwise' 
relessed fran.nazal control other than to a British or R& 
government Official ’ ’ ’

O322HQ, d’obn Bieooe has arrived* and aftex1 discussion Canraad®?
j Kirkvood end Coloner Pierce*Sutlsr v/o appreciate as foXows*

2*< (a)* Present limit of navigable water is fran Deoepiim Island 
north east to a point 5 vni7.es south east Nelsen Straits ^itb a pcekst 
5 miles wide 8 miles off shore to Ipngitudo Admiralty To south 
and east of this there is vexy heavy pack Ice

(b)> State of ice* v/ell weathered old pack with up^rds 30 fest 
projections under water*

Z'

5», :Finally I consider a disaster at sea in Bransfield, £txsait[ is to 
be avoided at all costs cn£ undignified. Iry qp in Admiralty is 
p??eferable.

(c> State of weather* ^exy lav sea temperature and night tc^eraturs 
regularly down 20 degrees F* loe is not molting end aec fnegaent^ 
leases at night in fato iis weather*

(d)> State of Circrent* Consistent east wind end lack a? weet jind 
bsve caused Yi'nKLL sea’ current to overeans :3R’jCTI2ED ? trait-dri>t 
which at best is >'

(a)* For planning purposes 'the (?) does now existin g blisza^d 
activity ‘.r/usi confine essential replenishments end extra nation befox^ 
winter sets in* Any other (?) would be a esq^jsrous gernb7e»

3*0 It is ’possible and period reasonable weather might f Iter the • 
. entire picture but it would be nost unsound to rely on this and if ■ 
present"exceptional condition pxaist there is no time to be lost* 
This conclusion id borne out by Antarctic Pilot page i4; Hid iS/^

L’*o From Caircaxder Kixtiavooda. (?) see little hope of bret i out at present 
bi’.t sm proceeding to sea in Biscoe for a .p^reoral reccor xaisance at . 
first available opportunity ^d will of course make svex r possibleeffort 
to get out: but we consider that a plan thould be fcmr rifecl now for 

worst case as supply situation deterioxtias-(May* I Eiall await
your instructions before xv-ticsiing piwiitions*

vni7.es


<■

Decode.
TELEGRAM.

KIRKWOODFrom

H.E. THE GOVERNORTo

Despatched : Time :9th February 12-15

Received : 19 U9 Time :9th February 1030

Y'hile it is natural that Commanding Off icer. "Sparrow"
should be anxious plans should be made for the worst
situation consider there is a good chance getting
out before 12th February and failing this to Deception
Island within his remaining fuel range.

k c.
,c> 

fallal

CYPHER 
MMcA.

" JQHN...B.ISC0E’'

KIRKWOOD
091210

"Sparrow"



Pi-s sad sunny with variable light airs. Pack ice

Departure impossible*.’. g:g.' ths Bay with the tide*

. 11'?..;- '-': a?:/ived 2200 last night and imported tsn miles of

b;G'J,: la a which would remove rny propellers»

C'clex

II t CL 0., S. 0/0.. C, 0. S.. SSC.
IL i 1Cl, K iliTil a * COOL

e«« OSl 33m* 2^ c

3\. Chore ;cfcaervor reports sea ice movir g north eas’U

I*;Polite.'^a message must be paraphrase 1 and the P4T.GO 
:?c' iov'eci tefo .'c it is posted, on the nto e board or otherwise released 
from naval cont?roo other than to a ^rit:sh or ILS, Government
Oil icials

a C .'. LX, (2) _.nXL.lAUi?X,

z
T,o.L. -i3'i 1 s 9^ 2aL|$c

. A LILS ®t;. W, 0,0- • C N. a • Fe & 0>



3P.AKOT (11) AliEAW, C in C .VALI.

If you So not get out tofiay rsport;-

. you.

Orig and Aj®»*0 in Go

9.2.U9*

K r i

(b)* Number- of days you can remain .and then steam back to Port stsnlvy*

T.aiX.2025<

(a)* Oxi fuel and diesel oil remaining at 
ra.dn5.ght tonight Wednesday*

Ci

(c). Kuntoer c£ days you can swain end steam 
as far as Deception or to the north of South 
Shetlands where Glasgow can tow you or refuel

S^^VjB3S^*^’£2^s5ir^ssSQ is "to bQ paraphrased and the IXT<G* 
P^movsd Before**:it is posted cn the notice board or otherwise 
reTicwd from mral control other then to a (LS> or British 
Gc^ernrnent Official*

, /z

Dis-iu.y.C.O..S.0.0. .0.0.3..SBD,.AMIS OH?. <W.C. 0. .P.N,0.« 
E. D. 0...P. 3.0.. E.MET,O.

0 0 N y 1.1) B K T I A L,

WC’.



r
*

C0»? IBBMTIAI.

mu.spA'mx

Ai!»

C 3® G A.T7.I. (3) OBW
Yaur OS-j5}Ox> (a)s Fuel 112, diesel 12>

(b) . 6 or, 0800 Feb. ifith,
(c) . 13 or, 0800 Feb, 25ru, st pres®fc xstew

>o»09<S'iSorZi>'»®

Ea&j (a) FUel rensining st Mdaigbt 9/10>
(b) »Ee. of ciEgra remain snrl steem back P.Stsnl^y.
(c) . Ifo» ctejrs mErln anS stesa Pecepirim or

south Sfa&tisndF.

WO*. T.O.R..232OI 9.2.I4&
Dii^j».F.Q.O..B.O.O..G#0»SJ.SED..AW? C@T..’.7.C»0..P.&0,.F.lLa 

F.S.Q.CCW. W. 0.
Security Ygmiin^This rcesaage nsuet be ]?sren?lieascul &s3 the HT.G 

fcefors"^ ?,e po:56d on the notice bciagS co? othaxsise 
released X.ora newel ccMfeeol other -theHi to s. or 13.
Goveriiment (Official.



c (R) AEMGWJKC in

4&.2* 1+9NEB'O’ M,

DisU *P. 0.0.* 3. 0.0.. C. 0. s... 833... .«OttS C®SP. * W. C. 0.. F. N. 0, *■ 
P.E.0..F.S.0. .Camt..S,«MET.Q*

SHEEP.. Dead calra slight irsproVQ'iisnt in sea ice. (?) psck in 
area PLAZA THCEAS POINT vaas above our weight today
but it is Ibossning and if cate continues as forecast I shall 
risk na screws tomorrow morning vath Biscoe to lead and. take 
a tow to Deception if I fail*

SRat.SPAW^

T.O.R,.0210»

09235a z.f 4

2o» Hands have been profitably employed cutting up glEDiSK1 ice 
and Consigning it to ship1 s fresh water tanks*

Security Yfeggirj&Thie massage jnust to parspgrassd snd the D.T.G* 
rSrrved'before it is posted on We notice board or other wise 
raleesed f cm nsval control other than to a British or US.
Government Officials

Pii/f, ~



' E C R 3 T>

11 t
Will proceed to Deception arriving i3th» John Biscoe is requested

Reduce rations now*

3* v TeU off ship keeping party of about one officer (not yourself)

and 4O men to winter ashore and look after the ship*.

Take

steps to put guns and engines in C and M state*

company except ship keepers on say 45th or 46th according to

c ircumst arc es*

Glasgow will transfer any urgent winter stores to John Biscoe**

Orig and App» C in C.
4&2,49*

i »
1

Bist,* K C. CL < a 0. . Cw 0. Sa. SBC.,, WS OBR . Vvi. C. 0.. r. R CL, & & CL. BL K 0, 
Cm.KBLOL

SPARROW (a) -ATffiRATjy
r.. ' , .

Your O9i33t aid 094203^

Report special retirements accordingly*

*> 0^ 1‘00200#

^3

Prepare hut - shoot seals .©nd stock up for this party»

64®

TLCLIU 01429*

2^

Passage must be paraph rased and the &T*Gk 
renioveT’bSore. it is posted on the notice bq||id or otherwise . 
released from naval control other than to a ’ ritish or U*S. 
Government Official®

If you are not out by noon 41th Glasgow

w’cc?..

r r

to meet Glasgow with 80 of your ship* s conpary®

5.,< Glasgow will wait dom there to collect-remainder of your ships



4-.

C to C» A. Wil.

T.O.IX. Oij^Z. AM»
DiHt..S’,C.0..S.O.O..C.O.S,.SSI.AUfflS CEP.. W.C. 0,,RK,Q,FiE.o..E.s.a..ca.o?,

3 3 03 ® T.

dig aitl Apps a to 0,
s>«* 1002-17“ Z» • »

2« ■»

■f ® s

10.2J19.®’AV»

Things ere mt le&ing too rog? to the south I feel that 
I jEust rsaove half of SpaxsWs stop’s conpsry on 13th 
to ease present pack fraezea ug»
My tostruettons to Sparrow to r& 100200 z. ! z2 ' ■

3*» I toll sLgaal ’Priori^11 to you if eXd toon I sail to 
pass south of 60 degpses south.
Your* 03-j 8i3 refers. < ‘

L3

Sgeurity This rasssags iais'i be parapteased toad We EuT.G>
removed before it is posted m the notice bc^rd or oiheivjise 
3?eleased f corn nsval control other than to a ^itish or ILS* 
Government 0i&cial»



'■ Decode.
TELEGRAM SENT.

From GOVERNOR to SECRETARY OF STATE.

Received: Time:Despatched: 10.2.U9 Time :O9OO

F1DEP No g2. Secret. Some concern has been expressed by
over H.hl. S. ”Sparrow” which is held up by ice at AdmiraltyC-in-C A.W.I.

serious anxiety and that in my opinion the pack-ice in the Bransfield
Strait may be expected to clear shortly. The worst that can happen I
think is that she may have to be re-fuelled at sea or possibly at
Deception. I have however directed ’’John Biscoe” to return to Admiralty
Bay and stand by
further delay in

GOVERNOR

Date.Recyphering or Recoding.

■0) Wt. 44982, 06359. 125.M pads. 3/41. B. & S. Ltd. 51-8890.

Book or Table to be used for 
[yphering or Coding.

Bay and this has been the subject of telegraphic correspondence with 
Admiralty. I have told him that 1 do not think there is occefion for

Time of Receipt in 
Cypher or Coding 

Office.

CYPHER
MMcA.

’’Biscoe’s” programme.

Initials of Cypherer 
or Coder.

’’Sparrow”. You will appreciate that this will cause a



Q ONFI DE NT I A L»

PRIV./Eg S0GRSW TO H.& THE QCWffl.

P/L 10.2,1®.ASA.T.O.D..L.T,CULM.

fiifft,»F.C,Q..S»0.a.C.D»S*.Sl!C.,AP:O 00?.. W.G.0..E.N.Q.
F.&a.F.S.(X.CaO.

PW.SE WZE5W Al© PASS XMjCA'ffiSS TO SOOTH GEECKHA, 

"CONFIDENTIAL, Visit a£ QIsg&m mist be postponed 

for the present until Sparrow baa seen extricated. £pou 

Adiuimlty Bay» I still hope ho visit you lat®.

1010^ ;

Sgeugj.t^. WaznirtfS, This message muatnbs paraphrased and ths 
D.T.G. rerfflxred before it is posted on the notice board or 
otherwise released from nsral ecutrol other than to a British 
or U,S» Goverenrant Official



C in c A.™ I. EEO£ - SPASRw.

i 0*i 2* l*-9«M--

Diet*. F. a 0.. 8. (X 0.4 C. o9 8*. S3C, ♦ ADO 0W.. V;\ C< G\ . K & 0. > K. 11 C 
cam

T^O.R<..1954»

iO}75Cuzw

This message le to be paraphrased and the &..' 
removed before "it is posted on the notice board or otherwise 
released from naval control other than to a British cs? U.S, 
Government Officials

R 8 ~D I STS I BUT.I OR
CO JF I P Jg N T I A L>

NBB'C’*

f . ' Your i 00200® I have consulted Pierce Dtler and rarest 
Glasgow aiibevk frorn Falkland Is* Company folio ang proviaims 
ehioh represent one years Antarctic j^ions fo? 15 Pien* These 
will be rnost acceptable to Biscoe iii’case (?) ^ill be issued to 
Sparrow’s sbip> keepers accoi',ding to needs on iuial evacuation 
date*
2* * The following is essential for new hut*

A cooking stove and fuel for one ye?r
Oil lero and paraffin*

3?>» Colander KWrwood advises me to lessra sh‘,p(?) to avoid ice 
pressure dsrnagCn I should therafores leave both asichors d cssi 
ad jacent to each other in best holding grounds If spare anchor 
and cable are taou^it south this will pzovide a sheet an.c'r*or for 
Qmsrg&icyo,

List of provisions foliowin plain lengua£e»



To; C in C ML Eram SPARRiX'.

Dried Yeast* U5 Founds.Flour 3SCO Pounds.

Table Salt, 30 Pounds*

Tinned Fish 1(80 Pounds, Dehydrated Vegetables { A3sc®T.ed) 350 Pounds.

Timed Vegetables ( Assorted) 2|fi0 Pounds* Teas 2D0 Pour ids* Coffee 150 Pounds*

M11&, ( TIidk!® ) 1 SCO Pounds

Butter. 350 Pounds* I Car gar ine 315 Pounds.

Golden Gyrup 150 Pounds.. Tinned Fruit I465 Pounds.Jans and l.iamalads 3l 5 Pounds#

Dried i<ruit 675 rounds. suat 75 Pounds 3l5 Pounds.Lard
Soup ( Timed. ) 2l<0 Pounds* Potato Powder 3r5 Pounds*

'■VT io,-W*p/L T.Q.H. 2000. Z, G.B

DIST...ST,1FF,

Unclaasified*

•o • n * ■40f75f

Cooking Salta 75 Pounds

Sugar 1500 Pounds*

MiHu (DSbydrataa) 450 Pounds*

Cocoa 7 50 Pounds*

Follow-iing is list of provisions requirM*

Meat ( Tinned assorted) 2580 Pounds*

• X,». »♦ H» ♦ • S». • • WCU



r
-ft ? Z A A

2»* 75 volunteers for ship keepers Propose to leave First

Two off io •> rs are desireable

Medical Officer consider- he should

also remain with party of this size*, Request y ur decision^

~5* ■, Nominal lists in plain language in due cour: e in order

that mail for this party way be sorted and sent by Biscoe.,

seal orar

a few hours delay to get Falkland island Depend; ncies Purvey

Half rations and general messing today but ; 11 in great.
spirit end qpite determined to bring her out* • 1

etc* in due ccw?sea

T, 0,11.01^iWO’•> ■| C>4 2-s.Lz.9d■i 'ria

Imposing’list of provisions in ny 1O|751 is regretted.

but it must be emphasised that tinned flour and tinned meat

5«»

j> 02<ir5v & fl

6.©

stuff©

A ■;>

Lieutenant ’Tnginear Officer plus 12*

1

C in 0 A>WSI, fa) .AEffilAITY
Vv

four 00200 and 10j Sgall be very grateful * .c be reli eved 

of iry surolus n)onths3 Please signal KT,A, in •■ ue course©

though not essentialp

essential as flour cannot be kept dry and m at^

'» a J?« Bn OrDiet,«P.Cb 0.. S, 0, Or . Cb0.8,,SKI, om ,RC. ( ,,
F,3.c^cm

.Request instructions for disposal of CtB, v-s Ooce rcachine

otherwise*, does keep even in winter© .It would & well worth

rcessass’ia to bs paraphraf sd and the
1\T.G> rsraovao. before it is posted on '-he notice boera or 
otherwise released from naval control rather thsi to a 
or ILS* Government Official# " x*-‘*sd

. «.■»



JI

0 ill C 4,’Xie i<rcin> *,- Sparrow

Hass 'B' (Deception) reports Chilian CCvWC&GA and

TJ^E-W arrived 233O/9* depart sd CUCO/iO forth© south

returned nJOACu

J.t is not clear to me whether heavy pack is in sight2,-

tc the south of .Deception or whether it was reported by the

Chilians^

■s walls at Deception ass reported dry request you will..» v n

te ready to sup’Vy fresh watex to John Biscoe*

If the fonner I ref-srd the report with concern*

o '■> o -f 4 O-! Oy.v Z*

JL°JI. XX*

^.gcuxl’^’. J§ffiinG'r^nis ifjessege is to be poraphresssd and the 
>/r<C?'\reSve2 lrefore it is pcsted on the notice board .or 
ofcher/as rr -'eleosed nav. Q control other than to a ritisb 
on «k.‘. O'jverrHr/aii? Jf-Ciciol^

..;iHt4, ?Ae. C‘4.3. -X -.x /J.(kS. >8®. < >X1W5 <W.? ,I^a> 0. ♦ 0. .IB 0.

& 2«. i’S'i-



Decode.
TELEGRAM.

KIRKWOODFrom

H.E-. THE GOVERNORTo

Despatched: 10th February IP L9 Time : 1 8 00

10th February 19 U9 Time : 1 81 5Received:

MOST IMMEDIATE

so

’’Sparrow'2

l 2 '■CYPHER 
MMcA.

KIRK 00D
1O2O25Z

Respectfully suggest proposed evacuation of ’’Sparrow” 
early in February is premature. Fine warm weather has been 
experienced for the past 2 days with little or no wind which

2. ’’Sparrow” still has sufficient fuel' to get to Stanley 
during next 3 days and to Deception Island during next 1U days.

"JOHN BISCOE”

should have improved conditions in Bransfield Strait. Admiralty 
Bay is full of heavy floe and with a Northerly or westerly wind 
would soon clear a lead through it we could take "Sparrow”.

'/? I
S& p < ‘j



L > ?
f
>

CONPISSWTIAL,
SPA8RQ?.

11.2.119.T.O.D. ,CLj22»??»

■

jW (F&.SHLAGO..&RO..C(m 
P*E.C,«P<S»O.

2< • If you get out during the nsrt iro deys I shall continue ny 
cruise and proceed direct to South Georgia*
3.» If you do not get cut GBasgow Mil arrive Deception Island 1200P 
Sunday i3th sailing from hero -j20QP tonsorrov? PMctey bringing 
winter stores#

0.9 4*110258. Z...

BEB'C’.

Security warning Thia message is -&o be paraphrased and the IX .CL 
rasweS baftwe it is posted on the notice boards or other,ase 
released fr-ora wel control other then to a B$tish or US. 
Gcwmsnent Official.

lu.I rarest Bisses to rendezvous with Glasgtxi at i2G0p Sunday 
I3tb off Deception '.Mth 80 of your ships caipny.
5». The date of rorrcvsl of the raiisinder less ship keeping party 
c?n depend on weather conditions and can ba dSJicfed lets?, ny

, iD-;7-l5 also rsfsi®.
6. . Explain to -John Biscoe that I not prqnsred to Ude leaving 
170 rasn in Mniralty Bey for the winter faowea? elicit the risk 
of this w be aid I shall be most geatoful iS he will assist as 
in 115? para 4 above.

C IK CA,I.
I have seen John Biscoe's 102025 which reports ouote weather 

fine and warm for past two days -unquote which la not in sccoidence 
with all.other information I have received.



Decode.
TELEGRAM.

From THE GOVERNOR

0 IN C A. W. I,To

Time .'1 01 519h3Despatched : 11th February

Time :19Received :

| Zi^K...XQN...X-9-E- .letter.

I have nothing further from

1.11015P

P.L.
MMcA.

’’Biscoe”.

f ThanK.voU- for__le.tter,^, You may rely upon me and ’’Biscoe” for 
any assistance that it is possible to give but I sincerely hope 
that all will yet be well and that you will be able to carry out 
your programme. *

101750. Has this request been2. Paragraph 2 of ’’Sparrow*s” 
passed on for compliance ?



Decode.
TELEGRAM.

H . E. THE GOVERNORFrom

JOHN BISCOE FOR KIR1C7OODTo

19 U9 Time : 1 L«.OODespatched : 11th February

19 Time :Received :

Your Most

rests and you will of course comply with any request he may make.

GOVERNOR

111125P

CYPHER 
MMCAe

Immediate telegram 102025 underlines views I have
already expressed. .1 have passed copy to C-in-C with whom decision



Decode.
TELEGRAM.

H. E. .. THE... .GOVERNORFrom

H.M.S.To

19k9 Time :1 700Despatched: 11 th February

Time :19Deceived :

I SI I personnal.ly have received no.Your 110103 to C.in C. While

ice reports Bases A and F presuming they could go direct
Sparrow it may well be that spill-out from Neumeyer and De Geriache
is late this year and if it was anything resembling what we encountered

final passage to Port Lockrey quite unlikely Chilenosin on
would have attempted it. Do not therefore-think it likely constitute

GOVERNOR
111700P

NAVAL CODE 
MMcA’.

’’SPARROW'1

’’Biscoe”/

’’Snipe”

menace. Better luck soon.



Decode.

BUTLER BISCOEFrom,

H.E. THE GOVERNORTo

7S+9 Time : 1 800Despatched: 11th February

1$U9 Time : 1 83011th FebruaryReceived:

transfer victuallingI am to

BUTLER
111715Z

RCYPHER
MMcA.

I via "Glasgow". I consider this action is liable to serious hardship 
| F.I.D.S. storing programme and leave us without adequate provisions^ 
for either Base S or J. ’’Sparrow” still has 2 months provisions and 
that should give adequate time to transfer stores in ’’Glasgow” if 
necessary. It is still relatively early in the season ’’Biscoe” had 
only arrived at this time last year. This is a drastic action which 
is likely wreck F.I.D.S. programme. I will take no further action until I receive instructions from you.

MOST IMMEDIATE
^ave heard from "Sparrow” that

stores Base J which are to be replaced by provisions from Stanley
"Glasgow”. I consider this action is liable

TELEGRAM.



Decode.

THE... GOVERNORH...E.From

JOHN BISCOE FOR BUTLERTo

Time : 1 7 00Despatched : 11th February

Time : 1 80019k911th FebruaryReceived :

GOVERNOR
111820

i

CYPHER 
MMcA.

' t

MOST IMMEDIATE 
- - - , .....I | \

\ Your(11715, I know nothing of arrangement referred to. Merely
I that "Glasgow*’ is carrying stores for possible wintering, party 
’G’. F.I.D.S. operations must not repeat not be prejudiced except 
in event extreme emergency. ’’Biscoe” is to stand by "Sparrow” 
until decision reached and to carry surplus personnel from latter in such an event for transfer to "Glasgow" at Deception or as 
directed. Thereafter "Biscoe” should continue her' programme and 
must be back here by 6th March latest for transfer relieved F.I.D.S* personnel to "Lafonia" en route U.K. If fuel required for 
"Sparrow” we could possibly charter "Fitzroy".

iH $2^? ^4 CL

TELEGRAM.



Decode.
TELEGRAM.

JOHN BISCOEKIRK’.'OODFrom

H.E. THE GOVERNOR (R) FUCHS BASS E
To

Time : 21 002P&912th FebruaryDespatched :

ijth. February 19 U9 Time : 221 5Received :

Left Admiralty Bay 1000 12th February with 91
6 penguins 2 sheathbills and 5 dogs. Got good lead through ice to
Nelson Strait and the West through which

We are now well clear and. intend anchor Desolationand joined us.

KIRKWOOD
122115P

lieCYPHER
MMcA.”

Harbour to transfer his crew on completion wftich both will go on 
our way further.

"Sparrow"

"Sparrow" followed at 1600



Decode.
TELEGRAM.

C IN 0 A.W. I.From

(R) N.L.O. FALKLANDS FOR GOVERNORTo

19 49 Time : 211 8PDespatched : 12th February

79 49 Time : 1 000Deceived : 13th February

I am most grateful to you for your willing and
efficient co-operation in assisting !! who was getting
dangerously low in oil and provisions.

2. chance of seeing you during my
next visit to.Port Stanley.

122118P

P.A.

’’JOHN BISCOE”

A 
McA.

I hope there will be a

14-1

Sparrow”



S1320f B. A S. Lt.I. 51-6115.

Intercept Group.
 

CONFIDENTIAL

for Governor Falklands

 
130049 Z

I -

DAM 0'945 13/274^77a vaT’Cbde 0239 2

Date.
Cyphering or Coding.

JI_

  

For use in
Cypher or 
Coding Office 
only.

Time of Receipt 
in Cypher or 

Coding Office.

L

FROM :

C-in-C A.W. I.

. J
A

Book or Table to be used for 

Recyphering or Recoding.

Initials of 
Cypherer or 

Coder.

GV222) Wt. 10/06. 075/2 1,00031 Pads. 5, <5.
NAVAL MESSAGE. 

Personal for Governor. i am most grateful for 
the assistance given by Biscoe in extricating Sparrow. I

--- have- -l.ea.mt~a- -les-son—that-~-ua4der---41o-e^r-cuxnst^naes—shoulxL-a__  ship short of oil and provisions be risked being trapped
---in^trhe’ ice; I— have^’ol'd"^pnTTow~t cr t e t urn ~t'o "Purt-St a nl e y--  

and a 1/zait my return on 20th when Glasgow can herself  
supply?7 one months stores and Provisions. She will then

---.be _ a-va-ila-b 1-e - f or—you - -from- -2 2nd -February--unt-i-1—Mare-h  
but would suggest that we do not again run any similar 
rfsks'_in-vTew"Oft?Te~uncertaint‘y“of the season. :

Originators Instructions : 
(Indication of Priority, 
AIDAC, NOTWT 
For Exercise).
TO :

NL0



S1320f B. & S. Ltd. 51-6115,

I

Intercept Group.
CONFIDENTIAL

(R)’Admir a 11 y N 0,I/C. F a Ik 1ande

131030 3

13/2/4902392 DAM 1130Naval Code

fe-

Date
Recyphering or Recoding.Cyphering or Coding.

Book or Table to be used for

For use in
Cypher or 
Coding Office 
only.

Initials of 
Cypherer or 

Coder.

FROM :
Sparrow

Time of Receipt 
in Cypher or 

Coding Office.

(GV828) Wt. 10706;D7572. 1.0C0M Pads. 5,45.
NAVAL MESSAGE.
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_________ Full crew and embarked frt-n Biscoe 
in Desolation Harbour? Am proceeding to Port Stanley 
•crors^- a nd spe-.l 005 degrees 12 knots,--- ■----------- z--
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FROM :

L 0. Falklands,
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Originators Instructions : 
(Indication of Priority, 
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2. Provided de Gerlache Strait and Neumayer Channel 
then ice free which"“appears reasonably certain possibility 
rendezvous Pace P with Biscoe and return with
relieved personnel would assist me greatly.

Following from Governor Falkland Is, Your
I ^“130049; Very glad we were aWe to help. -Agree your views 

-and- consider endurance Sparrow class too, limited admit 
reasonable margin safety these waters.

= 141130 ?

Tntf.rcf.pt


...ith.Ee.bruary, ...19 2£.
To.: The Honourable,

The Assi st ant T re surer.From:

..Stanley.,...  .Falluajid... 1 s l..?nd s.Stanley, Falkland Islands.

Subject Recovery of Admiralty Medical Expenses.

3. A draft letter to the please.

z-

efl/jb.

I I

I W- a

: j! l <- v' >•.
As sista nt Treasurer•

-Jrov/n Agents is attached,

No.

It is requested 
that, in any refer
ence to this memo- 

ki-andum the above 
'number and the 
date may be quoted.

I have t?_e honour to attach herewith accounts fro:.. the Medical Bep vrtment 
in connection with hospital fees of Lt.Cdr "Arks tnd various members of crew of 
H.’ 3. ‘'Sparrow”.

2. I ...houid be grateful if the Crov-n Agents could, be instructed to Decover 
the amount involved (i.e. 2s. -d) and credit same to Colony's G-eneral Account.

The Colonial Secret try.

dJ , ;

.MEMORANDUM.

7 FEB 1948 W



062lj

49.

I M- vx
Acting Colonial Secretary.

Gentlemen,
Your obedient servant,

Gentlemen,
10th February,

I am,

4,
Thu Crown Agents for the Colonies, 

irillbank., -festminster, LOHDOH, 3.W.1.

.1 am directed by the Governor to forward here
with accounts coverin-; medical expenses incurred by

-- Lieutenant- . Commander Marks and various members of the 
crew of ’’sparrow”, and to request that you collect
the amount involved, i.e* £46. 2, from the Admiralty 
and credit same to this Colony’s general account.



Decode.
TELEGRAM.

ADMINISTRATIVE.officerFrom

H.E. THE GOVERNORTo

Time : 00lj-819 &911th FebruaryDespatched. :
Tim^ 1 23019 b-912th FebruaryReceived :

Confidential. Your 10101U. Following for Commander-in-Chief
America and West Indies from Administrative Officer begins.

Ends.

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER

112230

tic !»/ ,^/ac^ ,

’’Sparrow* s”Trust ’’Sparrow’s” position not serious and that all will 
be well. We are lool$ihg forward with pleasure to your visit.



1

4

c.



Decod e.
SENT.TELEGRAM

From GOVERNOR to SECRETARY OF STATE.

Time: Received: Despatched: 13th Feb

GOVERNOR

CYPHER
MMcA

FIDEP No, 57, As I had anticipated H« M. S. ’’Sparrow” 
(assisted by John Biscoe) got out yesterday.

Time: 1500



L5T7

(J in 0 ,-V<U

up by ice for a fortnight with a bare raargSu of oil to g&t back to Fort

Stanley*,

week*

■7
'■ /■

The F«L.D.Ship John Biscoe has been pai’ticularly helpful to me

during this e^ergencyt. ■

£ regret trouble caused to. you th« j’oroign Office and 

Colonial Office cmcemlng Sparrow aid the sixtieth parallel agreement* 

Unexpectedly Sparrow hea got out at the Iasi nzraeni having been locked

Video arriving there A*M»
Thereafter nonral progress find exercises with R.CbN< will be carried

5^ « O » O> .

O » ,' J >0257# Z$ * »

in South Georgia end then to Foret Stanley#, Glasgow will sa;JL for Monte-

25b;i Febeufli^,, one day late* My 272yf8 x’efers* .- . ...

2*<**»m*The situation until this evening looked particularly serious

out*

G Q N 1* I J kN T I , i.
' 0 N 3 - f I tf '

Glasgow m 2OW February*.

as she bad very nearly run out of provisions hazing left Beteuda in

November and was due to be i^epleniehCcl by Glasgow at Port Stanley last

am now proceeding in Glasgow to carry out original prograw

have ordered her to return.to Ic^t Stanley with all her

shiiis ccnpmy ex John Biscoe, eapleter with oil end and wait return of



Decode.
TELEGRAM.

From .&i.?kwppcl

Governor (?) Fuchs Base STo

19 U9 Time: 2000Z13th FebruaryDespatched:

Time :19Received:

Arrived Desolation Harbour O5U2 February 13th
Sparrow in company. Transferred 92 crew back to Sparrow
plus O’Hare and McNeile also Sladen3Penguins and Sheathbills
for zoo. Both sailed 0730 I am proceeding Base A expect to
arrive 1030 February lUtk.

= 131705 P

GTC 
MMcA



• Decode.
TELEGRAM.

From Governor... of...Fa.l.kib.and...Is.lands.

Biscoe for Kirkwood To

13th February Time :19 49Despatched: 1400 P
Time :19Received :

= 131215 P

GTC

Afraid this has delayed your programme, 
following telegram.

Please let me have very early report on Sparrow story.
 “ ,   . See my immediately



Captain 1 /r Herraid i .•gtjdl I’a ityFrom

•lit

14:01c..

P/L 3U0 F c .s< , " ,.T* 1 -J 330s/lt./r/4 Vw/t

C in C a.W.I.(R)

<Au Sc^

"Sparrow"but at the first 
penetrate the ice when o5 miles from Admiralty Bay* 
made a second, and successful attempt to got through 
of "Sparrow” and John Biscoe put to sea in the survey vessel to make a reconn 
aissance trip with the’ view to extract the "Sparrow" if this should become 
possible* in the meantime the ’’Sparrow’s" foods tracks were running low, 
H.M«S ,Glasgo?J who w/js nox’e than 600 miles away at Port Stanley intending to 
proceed , to South Georgia on a normal cruise programme, made ready to take on 
board half the "Sparrow’s” ship’s company ynd prepared to be near at hand to 
embark others,with the exception of the care and muIntainante party,if the 
sloop was unable to get out with her remitting fuel* The personnel would have 
been transferred io -.he "Glasgow" vi.i the "John Biscoe"» The "Sparrow" Is 
now proceeding to Pool Stanley under her own steam* She has a ccmplement of 
170, 75 of v/hom volunteered to stay the. 'winter in their ship in Admiralty 
Bay should this have neon necessary ? but orely ten v/ould have been required o 
Some of the crew passengers of the "Sparrow"#whc had been transferred t< 
the "John Bisc.o'/‘ t huve ro-embirked in the "Sparrow"/ Onboard are the ship’s 
dog and five pippie* ©ho were also temporarily transferred when it was fearec 
that "Sparrow” wo;.It be iced up for the winter*"

The follcMBing press nandoul w:<s mde by admiralty 
today 14th February/. rtAfter being locked In by pack ice In Admiralty Dey 
Scuth Shetland Islands for ftvrteen days rthe sloop "Sparrow1* /icmarder 
J .-V <» Water house 1* .3 Jj, WR ,n . has freed h*rse. 1£\ Exceptional wither conditions 
for the time of the year hud *-hrripened to imprison "Sparrow" for the Ant
arctic w interna period of eight months and with the chances of freeing the 
ship growing more slender from d^y to day w 1th oil fuel and supplies running 
short,plans had been made to take off the major1ty of the ships crewrleav1ng 
only a small care and mln be rance pvtPty in the vessel* The terse signal "Cht 
a* and clear” to Admiralty tocay indicated that the ship had made a last 
minute escape from the grip- of the ice

fl.,11.,8 Sparrow left Montevideo on January 14th .arriving 
at .Port StanleyTFalkland Islands,four days later to fuel end embark passeng
ers and stores for the Antarctic bases,Signy Island,(South Orkneys),Deception 
Island^and Admiralty Ca;/ in King George island^ in the South Shot lands « The 
ship arrived at admiralty Bay on January 27th and then experienced a wee ft of 
Easterly winds ,culminat Ing in two days of easterly gales v/hich brought in 
pacta, ice from the sea across Bransfield Strait from Melville Cape, (The North 
west corner of King Geprge Island ’̂, to Deception Island* The "Sparrow" att
empted to leave Hi-nlralt.y Bay for Port Stanley on February 3rd but ice proved 
too formidable and she returned with, some difficulty to her anchorage« She 
commenced to experience easterly winds of varying force,and pack ice 
remain!;^, unpassable while the temporature,whlhh v/as well below freezing., 
b^MteAto consolidate the ice e The Falkland Islands Dependencies Survey 
Vessel "John Biscca’-^specially equipped for operations in Antarctic condit- 
ions^set out to a-shit rhe "S oar row" but at the first attempt she failed to 

On February 2nd she 
nd the Commanding Office
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HOHN BISCOEKIRKWOODFrom

To

19 U9Despatched: 15th February Time : 1200

16th February, 19 Ll9 Time : 1 000Received:

Rhodes - Admiralty Bay
Rotterdam - Desolation Island 3

Rio - Weddell Sea.

KIRKWOOD
151O35P

I

CYPfeR 
MMsA

Rome - Glasgow,

Rinella - Bransfield Strait,

In my 151030 read as follows:
Riga - Sparrow,
Rosyth - 1,1 el son Strait,

H.E. THE GOVERNOR
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FALKLAND ISLANDS AND DEPENDENCIES



0 0 N F I R F N T I A L.

C in r A.*’M. From...Admiralty.

Personal from First Sea Lord.
I am very glad you have hada successful

end and fully agree with your ;ara 5.

...141229.Z

Ref.. 130257 para 5.

NBB’A’. T.O.R.. 1900.Z. 15.rJ.49.AM.

k /

Biscoe particularly helpgul during this emergency.

i Your 130257.



From: CinG AWI

Glasgow E.T.A. Port William 0700 P 20th*Feb.
Weather permitting^ come alongside GlasgowtSz3tarboard
side 0730*

Sparrow pass to N.L.O, Falklands•Sa..

—171930 P

T.0 JI>.OOlSZ/lS/2/49 R.W./P.K.w/t p/l

■;6g
To: Sparrow (R) N.L.O. Falklands

■■ [

Your 171355 paragraph one and two will be arranged.
Paragraph throe confirmed Glasgow will sail 0900 P

Dis t,. ©.Capt....N.O.,,1st <Lt.....E.0
C C C

N,L,0,,...By hand.
es 

To .

Fob

' . Hie.

22 nd w
2 . . ©



Decode.

R E C E i V E D .

From SECRETARY OF STATE to GOVERNOR.

Time: 1OOODespatched: 18,2.49 Time: 1035 Received :19.2.49

FTOEP No 2 g, Their Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty
have asked that an expression their gratitude may he conveyed

to Officers and Man
other’s concerned for assistance rendered to ”H.M.S. Spprrow”
during the period when owing to exceptional weather in Admiralty
Bay this month the Frigate found herself in difficulties.

SECRETARY OF STATE

9 ...

. T. C, 
ETcA.

TELEGRAM

pH .
’ f

’’John Biscoe” and to allto yourself,

J Q



1Decode.
TELEGRAM.

H. E. THE: GOVERT’ORFrom

JOHN BISCOE FOR KIRKWOODTo

Time : 1’500Despatched : 21 st February 19 U9

19Received : Time :

I have been requested by ^heir Lordships convey to you

gratitude for assistance rendered to II.M.S.

GOVERNOR
21lLih.5P

M'■ -1- uu v Mk-'-U X uu XD U M,/ “llk/XX EJ’UIUOUXUO k/UDVOV U \J

to Officers and men and all others concerned expression their

”Sparrow”.



ISER H.M.S. GLASGOW,’

.STANLEY.AT

22nd February, 1 949 •

Admiral.

His Excellency Lieutenant-
Colonel C. Miles-Clifford,
C.H.G., O.B.E.,

Go vem or a nd C ommander-in-C hi ef,
Government House,
PONT STANLEY,
Falkland Islands.

was greatly
I very much regret

ADM^LL

jj|L 
feji wig/

WILLIAM TENNAKT

On leaving the Falkland Islands I should 
like to express on behalf of the Captain, Officers 
and Ship’s Company of H. .3. "Glasgow" our 
appreciation and thanks for the kind welcome and 
hospitality extended to us in Port Stanley and in 
South Georgia.

I would particularly like to thank you 
for the luncheon you gave to me and my Senior 
Officers and for the dance which 
enjoyed by those who attended, 
being unable to come myself.

Fa
%
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-.■V-• -

this LJ.O"/ .

FALKLAND ISLANDS AND DEPENDENCIES

On behoir •■co. ‘Lc
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C IN 0 A. I'. I.From

THZ. GOVERNORTo

19 b-9 Time rd 256

19 U-9 Time : 1 200Received:

itself closely allied to your far wa away colony and hope that the
oil fuel situation will permit at least one visit every year.

0 TN 0 A.W. I.

(intd) M.O.Publish in W.N. ith my telegram to 0.in 0. 2l|/2e -

Despatched : 2 3 r d F eb rua ry 

2Uth February

P.L,
MMcA.

IM

| Thank you very much for your 221100Z which is much appreciated 
by us all. The American and West Indies Squadron .will always feel



COPT
"SPARROW",H.M.S.

at Port Stanley,
Falkland Islands.

20th February, 1949*

Sir,

2.

3. Forty

5.
9

19th January was one of those strictly rationed days of really

and as
. - J for the

Report of Proceedings No. 1/49* 
Period 2nd January 1949 to 
15th February, 1949.

Woodrow, D/SSX. 837559 had developed acute appendicitis.
somewhat sorry condition and it took three doctors ninety minutes to find 
and extract the appendix after he had been landed at 0630 on the following 

The operation was however successful and he is malting goodmorning. 
recovery.

It is hoped that he will be available for 
H.M.S."SPARROW” was opened to visitors 

people visited her

Montevideo, 
Uruguay. 
2nd - 14th 
January.

18th - 21st 
January.

Port Stanley. 5. Having anchored in the usual position 080 Battle Monument
18th January. 8 cables, H.M.S. “SPARROW” embarked 244 tons of fuel at 60 tons per hour 

from a lighter, completed with fresh meat and dry provisions and embarked 
Mr. Kendall and approximately one ton of stores for Base "H”, and having 
received the latest information from His Excellency the Governor, I sailed 
at 1800 for Sigry Island, South Orkneys.

Port Stanley 6. 19th January was one of those strictly rationed days of really 
to Sigry^Island.gOod weather and good progress though with obvious signs of deterioration 

to come and enough swell from the last disturbance to make the use of 
stabilisers a noticeable comfort* By dusk the sky was heavily overcast 
visibility dropped, and the wind rising out of the North East, 
we were rapidly approaching the iceberg line I reduced to 7 knots

H.M.S."SPARROW” berthed at No. LA Berth, Montevideo, at 1030 on 
Sunday 2nd January and was met by the Naval Attache, Captain D.E.Holland- 
Martin, D.S.O. ,R.N., and by the First Secretary, Mr P.G.F.Dalton. The 
Uruguayan authorities, with great consideration, declared this to be a 
“prolongation of our former visit”, all official calls were waived and 
there was no official entertainment. I exchanged informal calls with 
Rear Admiral Aguiar, Inspector General of Marine, and called informally on 
His Majesty’s Ambassador. Rear Admiral Aguiar is most impressed with the 
Modified Black Swan Class frigates and is undoubtedly endeavouring to 
persuade his government to acquire one.

4. Professor Day and Mr. Gin, passengers for Port Stanley, were 
embarked a.m.14th January, and H.M.S. "SPARROW” slipped at 1100 on that 
day and proceeded to Port Stanley. At 22J0 on 17th January, speed was 
increased to 16 knots to make Port Stanley at daylight as Ordinary Seaman 

He was in a

I have the honour to submit the following report of the 
proceedings of H.M.S. "SPARROW” under my command, in continuation of ray 
Report of Proceedings No. 6/48 dated 2nd January, 1949 o Local time is
used throughout.

During our stay, the Engine room personnel enjoyed a well 
deserved rest from watchkeeping and made good all minor defects, 
eight hours general leave was granted to each watch and nearly all the 
officers had two or more days leave. The result was noticeably 
beneficial. I am glad to be able to record the smart bearing and good 
behaviour of my ship’s company which was the subject of frequent comment 
by the English community. Minor leavebreaking continued at a regrettably 
high level however. Private hospitality was as usual of a high order to 
the officers and men, and in return H.M.S. “SPARROW” gave a children’s 
party for 60 on 4th January. In addition, our principal benefactors 
were entertained to lunch. Our Uruguayan Liaison Officer, Teniente de 
Navio Ravenna proved exceptionally helpful and popular, and contributed 
largely to our pleasant stay, 
the visit of H.M.S.“GLASGOW”.
on 8th January and 9th January, and approximately 300 
over the two days.



I'fO
- 2 -

7.

A similar attack

as

10. While this

Signy Island. 
21st - 22nd 
January.

sailed from Sigiqy at 1245 on 22nd January and proceeded 
The North

made 
a

Discovery 
Bay.
24th
January.

Towards dusk the wind began to moderate and visibility improve and 
I had hopes that we would be able to continue during the dark hours, but at 
2330, the Radar scan became cluttered up with ice and it was necessary to
countermarch until daylight on 21st January, when a tabular iceberg over 
eight miles long was among the exhibits. Wind fell away to light airs 
and the lumpy sea began to subside but visibility became variable and by 
noon was as low as 2 cables; however by pressing on whenever opportunity 
offered the Inaccessible Islands were passed at 1000 and after the usual 
snakelike progress among the bergs and bergy bits Moe Island was sighted at 
1450 and ’’Sparrow” anchored in Borge Bay, Signy Island in position 014 Small 
Rock 1640 feet in 9 fathoms at 1625.

Signy to 
Discovery 
Bay. 22nd - 
24th 
January.

7. Stores and the new J/T operator for the base were landed by 1900, 
but it was found that both generators for the base W/T had been out of 
action since 16th December, and repair work had to be undertaken. The 
smaller generator was easily repaired, but at best we were only able to 
put another three months life into their main machine. The Emgine roan 
staff worked throughout the night and both machines were landed in “going 
condition” at 1230 on 23rd January. Mr. Chaplin, meteorologist was 
embarked for passage to Admiralty Bay* At dusk on 21st January, a small 
berg, estimated at about 3,000 tons suddenly floated off it’s berth on our 
starboard beam and came alongside in a friendly fashion to disappear under 
our stern assisted by mary willing oars and a flick of the engines at the 
last minute to throw the starboard propellor clear.
on the morning of 22nd January missed ahead, but there were anxious moments 

the monster appeared to ground first on the starboard anchor and then 
on the port.

night. First icebergs were detected by Radar at 0230 on 20th January 
and sighted at 0400. No associated growlers or bergy bits were encountered 
however, so at daylight, speed was increased and reasonable progress was 
at speeds varying between 8 and 14 knots in visibility varying from half 
mile to three miles throughout the day.

8. ’’Sparrow”
South of Whale and Cachelot rocks before turning to the West, 
easterly winds of 19th and 20th January had driven the ice to seaward from 
the South shores of Coronation Island and the sea was littered with ice 
until a position 30 miles Y/.S.W. of the Inaccessible Islands was reached 
when the sea became clear. The dark hours were spent pegging slowly 
westward and speed was increased again at daylight on 23rd when reasonable 
visibility and a decreasing westerly wind enabled good progress to be made. 
Clarence Island was passed 5 miles on the starboard beam at 1715 and by 
dusk at 2300 Bridgeman Island was only 20 miles ahead. The night being 
fine and clear with a little moonlight course was maintained throughout 
the dark hours at 6 knots and at dawn on 24th January, course was set for 
Discovery Bay as the weather continued favourable.

9. On opening Discovery Bay at 1045, it was observed that the 
anchorage was full of pack ice in which was embedded the Chilean tanker 
"I1AIP0" with the frigate “COVADONGA” berthed on her starboard side and the 
tug "LAUTARO” on her port side. I kept “Sparrow” under way in the Bay 
while the small motor boat was lowered and Lieutenant Caton, my First 
Lieutenant, proceeded ashore armed with protests for both base and ships, 
and accompanied by an orderly and a photographer. They experienced some 
difficulty in landing owing to the swell off Ash Point, but eventually 
arrived at the Base hut. The Base Leader was onboard “COVADONGA”, but 
made his way ashore when so requested by R/T from the base. The base 
leader stated to Lieutenant Caton that he had instructions to receive no 
communications from the British Naval Officers, to which Lieutenant Caton 
replied that he had firm instructions from me to deliver his letters and 
return to the ship. Lieutenant Caton then expressed his intention of 
leaving the letter at the door if the base leader refused formally to 
accept it. The latter thereupon got in touch by R/T with his Senior 
Officer afloat and soon it became evident that a counter protest was 
being prepared. Lieutenant Caton took his leave posting his letter 
of protest in the presence of two witnesses under the door of the hut 
which was closed by a Chilean Officer. They then returned to the ship. 
Lieutenant Caton reports that the Chilean Base was luxuriously equipped".
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11. I proceeded at 1430 on the last 50 miles of ray voyage to 
Deception Island and by 1700 speed was reduced to slow, in heavy snow and 
two cables visibility, with a steeply falling barometer and a rising 
Easterly wind, I abandoned the idea of entering Deception where the 
indifferent holding ground of J haler’s Bay was already crowded with three 
Argentines and "John Biscoe". By 2000, "Sparrow" was hove to on an 
easterly course in a wind which rose to full gale force with snow, sleet, 
and the accompanying low visibility by midnight and died away by 0400o 
"Sparrow" passed through Neptune’s Bellows at 0930 on 25th January and 
anchored in position 210o Floating Dock 1.9 cables in Whaler’s Bay at 1000

Discovery 
Bay to 
Deception0 
24th'- 25 th 
January.

14 •*..o0n the

10. While this farce vzas being played the "Covadonga" enquired our 
identity by flags and then established contact on 500 kcs, on which

12. "John Biscoe" and the Argentine ships "Pampa" (transport), "Punta 
Ninfas" (tanker) and "Sanaviron" (tug) were anchored in Whaler’s Bay. 
Lieutenant Caton boarded "Pampa" at 1100 and delivered the routine protest. 
He was received with every civility and reports that the revival of the 
protest game appeared to disconcert the Argentines somewhat. 
Corbeta Lund, Staff Captain (sic) of "Pampa" called 
delivered a counter protest with every courtesy. 
Lieutenant Caton crossed Port Foster in the motor boat and delivered a 
protest at the Ar gentine Base atPourquoi Pas Bay. He was civilly received 
and duly presented with a counter protest. Lieutenant Caton reported that 
the Argentine Base was even more luxuriously appointed than the Chilean 
Base at Discovery Bay. I submit that this point merits some attention 
as the Argentines classify our F.I.D.S. personnel as "explorers" on account 
of their primitive quarters and equipment and regard themselves as 
"residents" with some faint justification on the grounds of their more 
permanent and civilised accommodation. The formalities concluded, I 
called upon "Pampa" at 1800, and opened normal naval relationships with 
Capitan de Fregata Cortines.

Loading of the F.I.D.S. hut proceeded throughout the day, but 
by evening it was apparent that the so called prefabricated hut which I 
was to erect at Admiralty Bay consisted of the cut to length components 
of two huts reither of them complete and the timber badly warped by lying 
improperly stacked under deep snow. I therefore explained the situation 
to Lieut .Colonel Pierce Butler, Secretary of F.I.D.S., who communicated 
with His Excellency the Governor on this subject.

13. ly Engineer Officer carried out a survey of the oiltanks and pipe 
pines ashore and reported that while repairs of the tanks were within our 
capabilities repair of the pipe lines was not and that a pump and hose would 
be required before the tanks could be put to any useful purposej a copy of 
the report on this subject as submitted to His Excellency the Governor, is 
attached. The establishment of an emergency fuel supply in this harbour 
would be of inestimable value to a frigate operating in these waters as 
well as to "John Biscoe" and it is to be hoped that this scheme will not be 

dropped.

frequency she bade us "Welcome" and enquired if any one onboard could speak 
Spanish o The tug "Lautaro" then got underway and broke her way out of the 
pack ice and sent onboard the Flag Lieutenant to Commodore Fontaine, who 
styles himself Commander-in-Chief, of the Chilean Antarctic Flotilla, 
young man, Teniente 2nd George Thornton, son of English parents and 
speaking fluent English, offered the usual compliments and in addition the 
services of "Lautaro" to break a path for me into the anchorage and a berth 
alongside "Maipo" should I desire it. This charming offer of the 
facilities of the Chilean Base of "BAHIA SOBERAHIA" I declined with 
expressions of regret that I had business elsewhere and therefore would not 
stay, and the hope that I should meet Commodore Fontaine in more accessible 
surroundings at a later date, when I might make his acquaintance. I then 
asked Lieutenant Thornton if he would convey a letter from me to the 
Commodore, to which request he immediately acceded and delivered to me a 
letter. Naval protests having thus been exchanged with the utmost 
diplomatic courtesy he took his departure. It was quite plain that he 
had instructions only to deliver his protest if I handed one to him.
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On arrival on the evening of 27th January the weather was too 
rough to lower boats, but the morning of 28th January, the weather had 
moderated and contact was made with the Base Leader, who came onboard at 
1030. It transpired that the site of the projected hut on Ullmann Point 
was entirely unsatisfactory to him from every point of view including the 
fact that it was under a fifteen foot snowdrift after the short blizzard 
of 24th January. He proposed a new site to the southward of the existing 
hut on Keller peninsular. I therefore ordered our cargo to be landed on 
that shore and work to be started on site clearance in anticipation of a 
final decision from the Governor, which was sought on 29th January, after I 
had had an R/T conversation with Lieut.Colonel Pierce Butler on the subject. 
At the same time it became apparent after a further abortive attempt by 
’’John Biscoe” to relieve base “D” on the morning of 28th January, that she 
would shortly have to make an attempt regardless of damage and I therefore 
thought it best to remain at Admiralty Bay and conserve fuel in hopes that 
she would make her final attempt before the prudent limit of endurance 
forced me to leave the area.

Accident 
Decepti 
26 th 
J anuary #

During the afternoon bay ice came streaming out from Port Foster 
onnthe ebb tide assisted by a light northerly wind and cleared through 
Neptune’s Bellows but by noon the turn ofmthe tide and the backing of the 
wind to westerly diverted the stream into Y/haler’s Bay until 1600 when the 
supply ceased. Y/ith the exception of a few hummocky flows the ice vzas 
too light and rotten to be a menace to the ship’s structure even under way, 
but as was found on departure to impose severe restrictions on 
mane osayr ability in confined spaces particularly as even the lightest 
flow is over two feet draught and therefore a menace to our extremely 
shallow propellors. By 1600 all the Argentine ships were embedded, 
’’Sparrow” having her bows free, but at 2000 the turn of the tide loosened 
up the mass and the Bay became uniformly 3/4 covered and boat traffic 
approximated to normal. The next North Easterly gale being due at 0400, 
the bay full of ice, my berth foul of the Argentine tanker, and with only 
eight shackles of cable to ride to in forty fathoms of water, I weighed 
at 2300, cleared a whalecatchers anchor and cable, which came up with mine, 
and pushed gently out of harbour, remaining stopped five miles South of 
Deception Island until 0800 on 27th January, when the arrival of the gale 
coincided with a report from the Medical Officer that the state of his 
patient could in no wise be improved by surgery and that extra medical 
assistance was now unnecessary, I set course for Admiralty Bay at such 
speeds as weather and the comfort of the patient permitted. The gale 
did not in fact exceed force eight and ’’Sparrow” anchored in Admiralty 
Bay in position 150o O’Connor’s Rock, 5*5 cables at 1900. ’’John Biscoe” 
sailed from Deception at 0900 on 26th January returning at 0300 on 27th 
January after being prevented once again by pack ice and the weather from 
reaching Hope Bay. The relief of the survivors of this base is beginning 
to resemble Shackleton’s attempts to reach his crew on Elephant Island 
in the period June to August 1916.

14o On the morning of 26th Januaxy instruction vzas received from 
His Excellency to utilise all available hut building material and to 
improvise the best emergency hut that we could on Ullman Point at 
Admiralty Bay. T^e forenoon was spent in loading further supplies of 
timber and it was while preparing for sea at 1130 that Able Seaman Joseph 
MORTON, D/JX. 288515 fell from the davit head onto the gunwhale of the 
motor loat lying below. The circumstances of this accident form the 
subject of a separate report; his condition being critical and difficult 
emergency surgery being a probability I postponed my departure and 
requested medical assistance from the Captain of the A.R.A. “PAMPA”, who 
supplied it promptly and in full measure’. The Medical Officer of “PAMPA" 
was" sent at once, another from "SANAVIRON” who was reputed to be a surgeon 
followed shortly afterwards and a boat was sent for the English speaking 
doctor from the shore base who arrived at 1430. These doctors not only 
assisted with examination and diagnosis but remained available for surgery 
until 2230 when it was decided that surgery was not necessary and the 
Argentine Officers returned to their own ships.
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$bright Xunny day and good progress was 
The wind was still easterly, but diminishing and 

from the higher ground of Eeller Peninsular I was able to observe the sea 
pask beginning to go East with the current. There was however a 
formidable area of pack inside the bay, which streamed into Ezcurra Inlet 
and when that was full into MacKeller Inlet. On this day, "John Biscoe” 
who had taken advantage of the temporary clearance of the Grahamland coast 
to relieve Hope Bay, attempted to reach Admiralty Bay to deliver passengers 
for the United Kingdom, and dog teams for the Base. After considerable 

I probing from the South and West, he could get no nearer than 35 miles and

21. Saturday 5th February started with a north westerly wind which 
begaix to clear Ezcurra and MacKeller Inlets, but the flood tide held up 
the p>ck between Thomas and Hennequin Points and a quick backing of the 
wind to West discharged the whole lot into Martel and Visca Inlets with a 
speed which ha3, to be seen to be appreciated. Me had an anxious afternoon 
doing what was possible to save the propellers and ease the strain on the 
anchors which came home about two hundred feet before the bay was fully -packed 
tight and movement of ice ceased. *

18. Conditions were reasonably safe for boatwork by noon on 2nd 
February but it was still snowing hard and there was no hope of progress 
on the hut though the framework still stood proudly on it’s site which 
remained clear of snow. ’’John Biscoe” reported that pack ice, influenced 
by the easterly winds was now continuous from Deception to the coast of 
Graham Land and was pouring into Port Foster at a speed of one knot. 
Commander Kirkwood also informed me that there was no prospect of his 
attempting Hope Bay within ray fuel endurance and advised me to get clear 
of Admiralty Bay before I also was beset by ice, good advice which I should 
have taken at once had the average visibility exceeded three quarters of a 
mile at ary time during the day. It was generally much less.

blizzard end North East gale arrived which stopped all work on 31st 
January. The wind eased as the barometer reached bottom in the early 
hours of 1st February and with a rising barometer and a forecast of 
moderate westerly v/inds the motor cutter was lowered but a reconnaisance 
of the beach showed that landing was still impracticable and the boat was 
made fast to the boom. This was ray first gamble on the weather during 
our voyaging in these waters and it nearly lost the boat. By 1030 it was 
too rough to risk hoisting the boat owing to a known weakness of the foremost 
davit, by 1400 it was blowing a gale from the South East as an unheralded 
secondary followed the last depression and by 1800 the wind was so strong 
that the ship was yawing sixty degrees even with the second anchor under 
foot. The riding anchor was prepared for slipping and engines brought 
to immediate notice as with this wind we were on a dead lee shore. The 
motor cutter on double boatropes reinforced by a six inch manilla survived 
with the aid of volunteer pumping parties, but it was a dishevelled and 
ice encrusted boat which finally reached the davit head the following 
forenoon.

19. At daylight on 3rd February, it was still blowing with low 
visibility but by 0800 the visibility had cleared and we started to weigh 
a process whichntook us no less than thirty five minutes for six shackles, 
so pertinacious is the clay of Visca Anchorage. From the moment of 
opening the entrance it was plain that we were in for trouble as the first 
line of pack was right across the mouth of the bay. Thereafter we 
achieved some ten miles in a South easterly direction before coming up 
against line after line of solid pack athwart our course, 
still drifting inexorably North Yfest on to the shore it was obviously 
inadvisable to commit the ship in the pack with over thirty miles to go 
and after casting to the South West in case there was a hope of reaching 
Nelson Strait, I returned to Visca Anchorage, with the pack at my heels, 
and instituted a rigorous economy of water and electricity to conserve 
fuel. It would appear that the ebb and flow from Admiralty Bay was 
responsible for the existence of navigable ice within ten miles radius of 
the entrance.
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22. Sunday 6th February. A light air from the East cleared Martel 
into Ezcurra again but left Visca half full. Flat calm at midday loosened 
up the ice but a smart southeasterly during the night packed it and 
"Sparrow” against the west shore of the inlet. Base personnel, who had 
climbed the hill above Hennequin Point to view the sea ice for me reported 
in person instead of by R/T and were smartly trapped for the night.

/ by about a

23. Monday 7th February. As on the previous day, the wind fell light 
during the forenoon and the ice loosened up so that the base personnel were 
able to get away at midday. At 1500 a smart breeze came out of the North 
West which cleared Visca Anchorage and sent ice from Ezcurra streaming to 
seaward. Evening hilltop reconnaisance showed pack ice still close across 
the entrance, but moving East as a satisfactory speed.

last, but after a short and 
it settled in the South Eajst making

in before noon. However at

24. Tuesday 8th February. At 0100 the North West wind abruptly 
switched to the North East and by 0200 to East force 5 clearing Martel ice 
into Ezcurra but holding up the movement of the seapack. Snow fell heavily 
during the late morning and early forenoon. "John Biscoe" arrived in the 
anchorage at 2200, having had to negotiate about 8 miles of heavy pack ice 
to reach the entrance. I consulted immediately with Commander Kirkwood 
and Lieutenant Colonel Pierce Butler and our appreciation of an extremely 
unfavourable situation was immediately signalled to you.

Wednesday 9th February and Thursday 10th February. Any hope of 
sea reconnaisance by "John Biscoe" was dashed at an early hour by the complete 
cessation of all wind and the discharge under the influence of tidal streams 
of the entire contents of Ezcurra and MacKeller Inlets into the triangle 
bounded by Hennequin, Plaza, and Thomas Points where the ice milled and 
screwed and slowly settled, a little going to seaward and a considerable 
quantity coming into Visca and Martel Inlets. At no time was the main part 
navigable. The ship’s company were put on half rations on Thursday 10th 
February and useful employment was found in securing large lumps of glacier 
ice alongside and transferring them piecemeal to the ship’s fresh water tanks, 
canvas baths and ary other available receptacles.

26. Friday 11th February. A wind at 
promising gust from North and North East, 
our situation worse than before. Snow set 
1500 without warning the wind backed to North and increased rapidly to force 
6 and so remained. After the usual busy two hours saving the propellers 
from the onrush of ice we were able to watch the ice clearing out of the 
three inlets in a most satisfactory manner and disappearing down harbour. At 
200 the "John Biscoe" weighed and proceeded on reconnaisance of the sea ice 
returning at dusk to report more premising conditions o It was not until the 
following morning that^I learnt that our magnificent offshore wind had been 
purely local and that^he harbour mouth, it barely reached force three.

27. Saturday 12th February. The northerly wind held until 0230 when 
it fell light and variable and so remained., "John Biscoe" sailed on 
reconnaisance at 0400 returning at 0600 reporting a good chance of extricating

He therefore berthed alongside 
me and at 0830 embarked two officers and ninety two ratings, one canteen 
assistant, and the ship’s dogs and sailed at 1000 on a voyage which it was 
hoped would end in safe waters in one direction or another. This day being 
fine and calm saw the roof go on the hut and store parties landed equipment 
and provisions for a wintering party while technicians proceeded with the task 
of reducing the ship to reserve. The ice which had cleared on the previous 
day’s wind duly drifted back on the tide and proceeded to disperse among the 
inlets. During the afternoon while I was engaged in hill top reconnaisance 
limited by low cloud at sea to an area five miles off the harbour mouth, 
"John Biscoe” announced her safe arrival in Nelson Strait and a reasonable 
chance for "Sparrow" if she could clear the harbour. Simultaneously the 
local wind settled in the West and all the pack ice in the waiting position 
took off for Martel and Visca and the race was on0 Mud and cable went down 
the locker in equal quantities and the ship was in no sense secured for sea, 

but we won
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present weather and 13 hours ahead, 
short term trouble, but no more, 
on in the Weddell Sea area.

Again the bases

cables length, rounding Hennequin Point at 1600 just as the brash, 
Being now committed, everything 

 The First Lieutenant at the masthead chose the right starting 
points, the wind dropped dead light and the ship handled well, all the 
human links seeming to be at the top of their form, right down to the Y/ardroom 
Pantry hand who broke the rations to bring hot tea and the departed Sub-

are badly situated and their reports are 
By climbing mountains when the weather is clear it is 

possible to get a wide view and a fairly accurate appreciation of the general 
situation but it requires a seaman’s eye to estimate distances, gaps and 
rates of movement, and even a seaman’s eye can only gauge the weight of the 
ice at close range. Base personnel have done their best to help us

’’John Biscoe” was met in the middle of the Nelson Strait and led 
’’Sparrow” out to the North West where we encountered heavy swell and the 
transhipment of ’’Sparrow’s crew began to present difficulties. The straits 
were calm but the current is strong and the survey most imperfect, so that it 
was not considered desirable to be stopped there. Harmory Cove in Nelson 
Island was receiving the best of the westerly swell and a return to the 
Bransfield Strait appealed to no man. Sea conditions north of the strait 
were sufficient to make boatwork difficult for "Sparrow" and dangerous 
alongside ’’John Biscoe” who was rolling heavily and whose ferry type rubbing 
strakes would have made short work of our whalers. It was decided therefore 
to hasten slowly and ’’Sparrow” took the lead to negotiate the icebergs during 
a very dark and foggy night while at dawn ’’John Biscoe” led into the aptly 
named harbour of Desolation Island where ”Sparrow” anchored in smooth water, 
and "John Biscoe” came alongside and our personnel and their baggage were 
transferred with speed and safety and both ships were on their way by 0750.

Lieutenant’s ginger biscuits to the bridge just as an opening lead to the 
South gave us a chance to increase speed. In all some six miles of fairly 
loose pack in the harbour entrance constituted the total obstacle. Conditions 
were considerably different to those encountered by the "John Biscoe" six 
hours before for the ice had got under way in it’s usual unpredictable manner, 
but on the whole conditions were more favourable to us particularly as 
regards visibility, and I increased speed to fourteen knots to forestall, if 
possible3 unpleasant developments. The most alarming of these was a long 
trail of pack ice from the B^ell Bay area spreading South but we cleared the 
tip in good time; then as we turned North Jestward for Nelson Strait, heavy 
pack ice was seen closing in from the westward.

28. After ten days of anxious waiting such an easy exit was an anti
climax, but to complete the picture it is necessary to point out firstly, that 
very small delay in sailing would have seen "Sparrow" trapped by harbour ice 
in Visca anchorage while the sea route was clear and secondly that from the 
westerly weather which followed it can be surmised with reasonable certainty 
that the heavy pack coming from the V/est would have sealed off Nelson Strait 
by the morning of 15th February and resealed the entrance to Admiralty Bay 
later the same day.

51. The foregoing narrative gives a day to day account of the 
development of our unpleasant predicament and subsequent escape, but it is 
necessary to present a backround to these developments to show what was actually 
known and what could be surmised of weather and ice conditions.
Weather Information. All bases are badly sited for meterological reporting 
as they are subject to very local conditions as regards wind cloud and 
visibility, and even temperatures. The best summary of this information has 
been signalled daily by Port Stanley in a forecast which varies between

It had provided reliable warning of
There is no information as to what goes

50, The voyage to Port Stanley was uneventful, the weather being mainly 
calm with low visibility and the hands being employed restowing and restoring 
order in a sadly dirty ship. However with ample heat, light, food and water 
available again everyone was in good spirits and the work proceeded apace. 
"Sparrow" anchored in position 080o Battle Memorial 8.0 cables in Port Stanley 
at 11-25 on 15th February.
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26th January9 Bransfield Strait 
a distance of fifteen miles offshore

The area

a great deal

34. On the logn view food presented the most difficult problem* V/e had 
embarked dry provisions before leaving Port Stanley on 18th January and 
had completed to full stowage with meat, but vzhen the time came to envisage 
the possibility of wintering in Admiralty Bay, it was at once apparent that 
our supplies were badly balanced and that we were deficient in non perishable 
supplies. Fresh meat which would later be supplemented with seal was 
adequate but our flour already short, and of poor quality, could not be

throughout, but ice reports as read in Port Stanley may appear 
more conclusive than is actually the case.

Ice conditions as known on Thursday 27th January when ’’Sparrow” 
entered Admiralty Bay with sixty per cent fuel remaining were as follows 
Pack ice on the route from Deception to Antarctic Sound had moved Jest some 
thirty miles reported by ’’John Biscoe” on 
clear from Deception to Cape Melveille to 
from the South Shetlands as observed from ’’Sparrow” on this day* 
from Clarence Island to Bridgnan Island was known to be clear of ice on 
23rd January. There was therefore no valid objection to proceeding with our 
task of creating the new base. Weather and ice permitting it was my 
intention to remain until Friday 4th February.

33. Economics* On arrival back in Admiralty Bay after our abortive 
attempt to depart on 3rd February fuel economy became our first and most 
urgent consideration. Normal Antartic harbour consumption had averaged 
nine tons per day, this figure providing unrationed fresh water, unlimited 
heating and engines at half an hours notice. Being sure of ny holding 
ground I accepted the risk of longer notice for the engines and created thereby 
a considerable saving of feed water. Domestic water consumption fell3to five 
tons per day at once in response to restriction but was reduced further to 
a maximum of one ton per day or less than a gallon and a half per man for 
all purposes. After a day of washing dishes in salt water the ship’s 
company became wise to the values of glacier ice and apart from filling all 
baths and buckets with this useful commodity a canvas bath was provided on the 
quarterdeck as a reserve and one day when we had a particularly good sample 
of ice alongside a considerable quantity was fed into the ship’s tanks. 
Heating was strictly controlled and confined to living spaces, all other fuzes 
being withdrawn* Messdeck temperatures were maintained as a maximum of 50 F. 
and the chief sufferers were the officers whose cabins fell to the low 
thirties by night.

These combined economies eventually reduced our daily consumption 
of oil fuel to under five tons a day.

Diesel oil for galley firing was a less pressing problem as the 
thirteen tons remaining represented six weeks supply and could have been eked 
out longer than any other commodity except food.

32. The weather on 28th, 29th and 30th of January was unsettled, but 
there were no strong winds and hilltop reconnaisance revealed no ice to the 
southward to a distance of fifteen miles, indifferent visibility preventing 
a longer view. Winds having been easterly rather than southerly and the 
sea to the East believed clear there was no reasonable cause for alarm, nor 
did a gale from the East North East on 31st Januaiy cause me undue concern 
though I suspected that ice must now be approaching Deception from the East. 
In ary case the visibility was low and it was therefore undesirable to go to 
sea in uncertain conditions.

Tuesday 1st February bringing a really intense gale from the South 
East altered the entire scene and I was not in the least surprised when 
"John Biscoe” reported Deception blocked nor was I greatly surprised to find 
that we also were beset on 3rd February*

Thereafter conditions in the Bransfield Strait remained fairly static 
until 8th Februaiy when a slow movement South seems to have set in though 
ice reinforcement vzas known to be approaching from the Bellingshausan Sea.
At the time of our departure on 11th February most doors appeared to be wide 
open but with pack ice adjacent everywhere and waiting on the wind for the 
next move. The area to the East and South East of Admiralty Bay was however
solid, and it would appear from reports of the movements of the Chilean ships 
that little movement was possible south of the line Deception to Admiralty- 
Bay.
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35.

Nr.

38.

I have the honour to be,
Sir,

Your obedient Servant,

NO.
THE COIdtANDER-IN-CHIEF,
AMERICA Al'© WEST INDIES STATION.
( Copy to:- S.O.(l), JA1/ACIA.)

It is submitted that if the summer cruises to the Falkland Island 
Dependencies are to be continued, ships should carry large emergency stocks 
of tinned provisions it being borne in mind that the total resident 
population of the area is in the neighbourhood of fifty and that the 
addition of 170 distressed mariners would put a hopeless strain on local 
resources lavish though these are for the limited number for v/hom they are 
intended.

expected to last in damp stowage ashore, while tinned meat, tinned vegetable 
and milk were very short.

It was only with the departure of ninety five men out of 167 on 
the morning of 12th February that we could look a winter in the faceand fee], 
that we had the bare means of existence for the men who remained.

Gut UK

(John Waterhouse) 
COMMANDER.

COillANDING- OFFICER.

Throughout this trying cruise I have received most excellent 
service and support from all my officers and frommthe responsible portion 
of my Ship’s Company, whose steady appreciation of, and response to 
difficulties has been most praiseworthy; the figure of 75 volunteers to 
stand by the ship all winter being particularly satisfactory. In 
particular I wish to bring to your notice my Executive Officer, Lieutenant 
R.O.E,Caton, Royal Navy, and iny Engineer Officer, Lieutenant (E) M.J.Gould, 
Royal Navy, whose efficient administration and professional ingenuity 
achieved such remarkable economies with reasonable safely and the minimum 
of discomfort to the crew.

I wish also to bring to your notice the services of my Medical 
Officer, Surgeon Lieutenant J.S.V/ood, Royal Navy, who has been presented 
with an exceptional series of surgical emergencies and other unusual 
problems, which he has settled with unruffled calm and competence.

36. I have nothing to add to what is already general knowledge of the 
unsuitability of the Black Swan type frigate for this work except the fact 
that the propeller tips are only two feet four and a half inches below water 
at normal draught and the draught of the lighest flow of harbour ice 
encountered and measured aground at Whaler’s Bay, Deception Island was two 
feet six inches. The ice catamarans constructed in Bermuda have been used 

1 both under way and in harbour and have provided no protection against 
I ary of the ice encountered.

37. It is I submit important that the capabilities of ’’John Biscoe” 
should not be overestimated. She has three inches of greenheart sheathing 
on her bows which minimise wear and tear and enables her to bump ice a little 
harder than "Sparrow’” can, but as her stem is blunt and near vertical she 
is not an icebreaker under any conditions. She is short and handy with 
a small turning circle at low speeds, and this combined with considerable 
draught for her freeboard and consequent low rate of drift in a wind enables 
her to keep going in narrower and more tortuous leads and under more severe 
wind conditions than is possible for a frigate. While her deep single 
propeller is reasonably secure, her rudder, owing to her very shallow 
sections aft, is almost as vulnerable as a frigate’s propellors, is a source 
of constant anxiety to her officers and places restraint on that very 
manoeuvrability which is her greatest as set. She could not break a passage 
for a frigate and experience has shown thatlwhen negotiating ice in company 
we invariably choose different routes to suit our differing capabilities.
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The Governor of’ the Palkl&nd Islands

presents his compli'nents to the liight Konouxvtble

the Secretary of State for the Colonies
the honour to forward herewith a copy of a Hepoi’t
of Proceedings from Commanding Officer, f.L

dated 3rd far ch, 19-U9*

GOVKREfKl^ 6CUSE

STANLEY

7th ftarch, 19U9*

MMc/u

PALKLaKj ISA
(DEPELAAKCI^S)

,f Sparrow”,

, and has



V

f KING’S REGULATIONS AND ADMIRALTY INSTRUC'ICONS
ARTICLE 936 para.(c). J)

Duties to Dominion Governments, Colonial Go’Jfhors,Ministers 
y etc.

It being a general obligation on all His Majesty’s 
civil and. military officers to afford, mutual ^s^istance to each 
other in cases affecting the King’s .Service, Ahe Commander-in- 
Chief of a station, or the Senior Officer present at a port, 
is to pay due regard to such requisitions as*he may receive 
from any of His Majesty’s Governments, in Dominions, Officers 
Administering the Governments of Colonies and Dependancies, 
Ministers in foreign countries or consular officers which have 
for their object the protection of his possessions, the benefit 
of the trade of his subjects, or the general good of his Service. 
In urgent cases, when the requisitions may conflict with the 
instructions from his superior naval authority undei* which he 
is acting, and when reference by telegram or otherwise to such 
superior authority is impracticable, he is to consider the 
relative importance and urgency of the required service as < 
compared with his instructions, whether general or special, and 
he is to decide as in his judgment may seem best for His 
Majesty’s Service* in so doing he is always to bear in mind 
the grave responsibility that ’would rest on him if the circum
stances were not such as to warrant fully the postponement of 
the instructions from his naval superior to the more pressing 
requisition from his Majesty’s civil servant. The formation 
of the crews of His Majesty’s ships into naval brigades for 
operations on shore is impolitic and not to be resorted to 
except on the strongest representations from the -Governor or 
other constituted authority. See 94-5 (Landing Armed Men); 955 
(Foreign Enlistment Act); and 94-6 (Aid to Civil Power) ,&c.



Decode.
TELEGRAM.

To His Excellency the Governor.

Despatched : 19 §9March Time :7th 15-30

8th 19 U9 Time :Deceived : March 09.30.

Governor of the Falkland Islands from Sparrow.

men join me in desiring to convey to you our gratitude for universal
kindness and hospitality which we have received wherever we have sailel
in these waters.

071530z.

I

G.T.C.
LJH.

>lb

Repeat to H.E.
B’cast and W.N.

(Intld) R.W.

Repeated to H.E. on Biscoe 1200^ 8th.

10.5.

On this our find ' 

departure from the Falkland Islands and its Dependencies Officers and

No. 1.
From H«M...S..... Sparrow...


