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6th November, 1933•Minute from Hon. D. P. 7/.
Hon. Col. Seo.,

A copy of Red (52) has been sent by me to
the Commanding Officer of H.M.S.

! in view of that Report he has informed me that he
has arranged to examine the sight together with Hon.
Director Public Works.

11.11.

^3 Letter from Captain, H.M.S.

7 .11.33.ittttt rt tt

Hon. D. P. W.,

n 2 of Red (54).To note para.

Copied from 
M.P. 217/32.

for C. S.
22.11.33.

(Itld.) M.C.H.
33.

/^v. fa.JLc.
/Vo

J

"Dauntless”, 6.11.33.

"Daun11es s", and
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7^
n

Y.E.,

Letter faired and submitted for favour of
Your Excellency’s signature. Draft despatch to
S. of S. also submitted for approval.

A copy of Reds 72 - 74 should be forwarded to
the Adjutant, F.I.D. Force for issue to Captain
Watson ?
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for C. S.
14.12.33.
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3.

osition at 
a

Sheet No.Q.

can be completed within 14 weeks from time of 
commencement.

With regard to the alternative site at 
Canopus, in a dip in the peat bank to the South 
East of the site chosen by Commodore R.H.O. 
Lane-Poole, R.N., after taking levels it was 
found that the difference in the ground level 
of the two sites was some 24 feet, and after 
excavating to solid in the dip it would mean 
that it would be necessary to build up (including 
gun and mounting) to a height of 27 feet to 
obtain the same field of vision as at the site 
originally chosen, and'in view of this it is 
suggested that the alternative scheme be dropped.

4. The gun site at Canopus is in a large 
peat bank and it will be necessary to excavate 
to solid foundation for all work. Depths were 
baken giving an average of

16 feet for the gun pit.IO feet for the drainage from gun pit to low level.18 feet for the observation and control position sited to the North West

Hon Colonial Secretary.
I beg to submit revised estimates, 

totalling £1,950, showing labour and stores 
separately, for the works mentioned in 
telegrams in M.P. S/4/32, viz:-

(i) . Observation and controlSapper Hill and repairs gun platform.
(ii) .Gun pit and drainage from pit at Canopus.
(iii) .Observation and control position, Canopus 
(iiia & b). Timbers required and living hutat Canopus.
(iv) . Cordite store in central position.
2. It is estimated that the whole works
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J^di,

for Director of Public Works. 23rd July, 1934.

of the gun pit, and for the drainage trench from control position to gun pit.
5. Timbering, sheeting and strutting etc. will

be essential during excavations to hold back the semi^liquid 
peat, and it will be necessary to purchase the timbers 
required from Messrs Falkland'Islands Co.

6. The estimate does not include the moving and 
fixing into position of the gun and mounting at Canopus, 
which, as mentioned in paragraph 3 of His Excellency’s 
minute of I2th July, 1934, can be done by H.M.S. ''Exeter" 
during that ship’s visit.
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Details of expenditure, as enclosures 
116 - 120, will continue to be kept in case 
the imperial Government should ask for 
details at a later date in support of the 
claim.

Inside Minute Paper.

Director of Public Works. 25th January, x935.

/O
Sheet No

Hon. Colonial Secretary.
±n accordance with enclosure 123, 

1 submit a revised claim on the imperial 
Government (Army Funds) for the total of 
<^1,305. This cancels enclosures iI6 - 121, 
and an adjustment voucher for 1934 will 
not now be required - all expenditure in 
1934 will be charged against the imperial 
Government.



c

Jr

/G
/G?

'C:

/CC^V/

JLz.

/

GU)

\J-

/2-

zJZ'

./<<' 

w?

2S -S
Q} >

/

Ct^^/eGLA- J^yGc '^-e J/ -



Sheet No

C.S.O. X7TT
Inside Minute Paper.

4 
*■

:y'n



x>

■^a

//?/.

/^

-T^

(sy'e'C'C&v

(A ■’•



Inside Minute Paper.

*

/ $/£t

0
//

y. an

i

4

jwt~.

/di-' *7
/3%

/d

/^A/>

/^o

Sheet No

/

d>7/
<•

(T^dZ^CCy Md
^014;. d*x4r

(Mi^s *j c

f<$. !/

/^Lavc ^l^Cc^d

^Y

t <rr. z

/ £>o "■

•' / &/3^/s 5 ~

'/'/'’faJ

C.s.o. No...5y4^/^2-

Zo Z'

z^/-f



/V a.



C.S.O. No

oc. P- J.a.p.
^7's /)(>

JU

/\. —r ’̂■■'—-

C^e^As^. /C^-^

Inside Minute Paper.



J

L V- J ■ M.

/\^Z



(

C.S.O. No 

.z
'5

7

<7

(L

t^r

/ V.c
6

\

.Zl#x_x4s^, 

A#^-.
j/.j- jC

#<•

<2
'/&<4a.

7^ /l7 'fat/i/K.

6" /“

I™^Minute Pawr

J .

l'**-v\/fc.

3.5-3--
5<|S(St

Xft^ic —
^*-C X-<_ Co 4

X^ex-cz^K.

Sheet No.



T

IV Hr-l •
t4'l ■ J

14ZOj

4 H^0^/cC

-

cz^

,c/fo

>o
L

Av^^ca

c^>

J
J

c^

f(rU^‘

fc*



Inside Minute Paper.

£>./, J)
l&C’’

(

\

e>/^s)

c(lzI

I
i

C(P^
Sheet No/Pl:..

JtfS.
&„N, <7^7 A*—

/j'V -

4r 4*’*-^ £

^^yy^G,

v 

d151 i.^%

{PpP ̂ ^e^.
h/\^tL

7- y

C.S.O. No...5^.2

ILc^C (^) 

*7^



c^/

/fj

it

&

k ^mS- GJ.
Tf

tf

|S/r</J7

i/l) j)zytpl

'<r 2.^/^

/&/^2

^/^•>

yyy

r/7

^g)
1;

9.. -r



C.S.O. No
Inside Minute Paper.

h

A
f

Asv e

CAT

61 e.

A/9 J

vZY^v^C-y£

pCf^Ou^r -4m.

Xe<tT

CffvJaA. J'/'va/C^

J

I ^tzdjcl^ ^kZv

Sheet No.&.



J

k

cr^^A. 'Uf



C.S.O. No
Sheet No 

Reds 162-1- to 166 submitted. The’following
references are to paras­ in D.P.W1s. Minute.
I understand from Capt. Fleuret that the shell store
was built under the direction of the D.P.W.

It seems to me rediculous that the D.P.W. shouldPara 3.
state
of explosives containing nitro-glycerine that to store

and then to
ask Y/E. to relieve him of all responsibility.

Para 4* Arrangements have been made for the storage of
P.W.D. explosives in the magazine at Magazine Valley

Para 5.
can be stored in the same accommodation as thatpara.

The General Foreman of Works isreferred to above.
Superintendent of the Stanley Fire Brigade.

Para 6 A new file will be opened in connection with the
In connection with the cost,work mentioned therein.

however, I would remind Y/E. that a very suitable
storage building was erected at Surf Bay at a cost of
approximately £217 and the accommodation available
there appears to be more than would be required for
the P.W.D. explosives.

I fail to see why the Military Department shouldPara 7.
be asked to select a site for a building in which it

I should haveis proposed to store P.W.D. explosives.
thought that a D.P.W. would not only be capable but

would/

and the D.P.W. will be entirely responsible for this 

magazine during the period of storage.

The additional articles referred to in this

W3

' ■ ■

/$// ~/6 S'

Paras. 1 
& 2.

Inside Minute Paper.

them in a damp place is highly dangerous”

”It is well known to those having a knowledge

Minute from D.P.W. of 9/11/37.
” to ” ” ”

Y/E.,



at Felton’s Stream.
It will "be observed that the Minute dated the 8thPara. 8.

November (red 163) was actually typed on the 4th November,
but through an oversight in the outer office it did not

In any case the delay has
not caused any material difference.

The subject matter appertaining to the new buildingPara. 9.
will be extracted to the new file.

It is no concern of the Military Department2.
where P.W.D. explosives are stored and there should
not be dual control of the explosives magazine. As
0/C. Defence Fence, I have given the D.P.W. every
assistance and consideration in the matter, and I am
not prepared to go any further.

cl

2,

a.

would prefer to do this himself; after all the 
present Director selected a site for a magazine

kg. c.s.
9/11/37.

come to me until the 8th.
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H.M.S.

at Stanley.
9th December 1932.

Ho.0166/310

Sir,

/

^>6

5.

6-

cordite, the enclosed ..

As the whereabouts of the memoranda of inspection for the above mentioned guns cannot be traced in Port Stanley the Admiralty have been requested to

I have the honour to report as follows regarding progress made with the fixed defences of Port Stanley during the present visit of H.M.S. "Durban'*

I
"DURBAN"

PT?

3. The ex-Mount Low gun, six inch B.L. Mark VII registered number 1641, and mounting have been left near the proposed site on Sapper Hill in a state of preservation and all movable parts stowed as shewn in Appendix A. The timber of the platform is sound and*oe re-erected in the new site.

^•nc**"*W Iter

Government Offices .. forward copies of them to you.

a. The ex-Glascow Field gun, twelve pounder eight hundredweight, registered number 1227,complete with mounting., and the three pounder Hotchkiss, registered number 271<, complete with mounting, Admiralty Pattern Number 1155, are in Customs Bonded Store, Stanley, serviceable and in a state of preservation.

His Excellency, the Governor, Port Stanley.

The Colonial Governmemt have reconditioned a living hut on Sapper Hill as a store for small gear belonging to the gun mounted there.

2. The Sapper Hill gun, six inch B.L. Mark VII registered number 1805, and mounting have been completely assembled for drill, and tests and preparation for firing have been carried out with the assistance of the Artillery Section of the Defence Force while under instruction.The mounting is in good condition, the base platform has not yet been repaired but is serviceable. The gun is serviceable but has a slight corrosion of the rifleing at the muzzle end and a shallow score in the obturator seating.Gun and mounting will be put in a state of preservation before "Durban" sails and all gear and equipment stowed as shewn in Appendix A.It is the intention to deliver this gun and mounting complete to the Colonial Government on the occasion of the Centenary, after mating the obturator with a full charge shotted round.

7. As it has been agreed that the present Colonial magazine is unsuitable for storage of a large quantity of



Page 2.

cordite

10.

$

(2) Land and install ...

It is desirable that accurate maps of the surround- -ing country should eventually be provided for the use of the Battery Officer in order that the weapons may become fully effective against land targets.

II

cordite the enclosed detailed plans and drawings of a proposed magazine , shell-rooms, and protective works suitable for a two gun battery on Sapper Hill, have been drawn up by the ship's officers with the assistance of the Director of Public Works.

"’if

8. The question of supply of outfit cordite for the six inch guns has been deferred until suitable storage is available for it, but three hundred A.P. shell for them are being brought in "Dauntless" , and Admiralty approval has been requested for six inch and three pounder sub-calibre practice ammunition to be purchased from H2M; Ships as required at current rate book prices.No ammunition is available for the twelve pounder field gun and no arrangements have been made for supplying any.Thirty-two rounds service ammunition for the three pounder Hotchkiss, with tubes and fuzes and a quantity of smallarm ammunition are now stored in the Colonial Magazine.
9. Two Pattern VII targets have been shipped in "Dauntless". These are intended for full-calibre practice from Sapper Hill, whether towed or moored. The range to Port William is too great for useful practices with sub-calibre guns, but these can be carried out against the targets in Port Harriet.

11. The Stanley members of the Artillery section of the Defence Force have carriedcaut drills onboard and at the Sapper Hill gun on six days, as arranged by the Colonial Government.In addition, all members have voluntarily attended a course of nine evening lectures.The officers and Control personnel have received instruction in control against ship targets and carried out drill with the necessary instruments lent by "Durban".cL The section is not yet capable of carrying out a practice but\are anxious to learn and it is anticipated that with a little more instruction a sub-calibre practice will be possible.
It practicable, it is proposed to bring one officer and one Gunner's Mate or "Dauntless" to Port Stanley in "Durban" on 24th January, 1933 and leave them there until "Dauntless® arrives on Sth February,to give further instruction to the / * Artillery section and to complete preparation of the Sapper Hill gun for handing over to the Colonial Government.

12. H.M.S. "Dauntless" will be directed to :-
_) Land and assemble two pattern VII targets in the _overnment dockyard.



s.
Page 3.

(8)

(5)
(6)

* (9)

(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)
(6)
(7)

(7)
(8)

Sir,
Your Excellency's obedient Servant

‘'Commodore.

0 D C (s> Vi H I £

I have the honour to be,

Complete building of rangefinder platform on Sapper Hill ( ty 8th February 1933 )Softstruet a shell-room on Sapper Hill (by 8th Feb: 1933 )
Provide a temporary control hut on Sapper Hill.
Take over charge of six inch gun No,1805, mounting,and spares,and ammunition and stores referred to in paragraph 12 above, and provide suitable storage for them, before "Dauntless" sails.Provide transport for six inch shell and rangefinder to Sapper Hill.Purchase 32 rounds 3 pounder practice ammunition from ■Dauntles^' and stov/ them in Colonial Magazine or new Sapper Hill shell-room until required for practice.Purchase from "Dauntless" requisite canvas for making gun and rangefinder covers.Arrange for provision of a magazine suitable for six inch outfit cordite. (In due course.sending me a copy of detailed estimates for information ) Repair wooden gun platform ( in due course )

Land and install rangefinder on Sapper Hill.
Land and store 300 six inch shell in Sapper Hill shell- -room.Land sub-calibre guns,loading teacher,control instruments, and spare gear in Government Dockyard.Continue training of Artillery section and if practicable arrange sub-calibre firing by them before ’Shifcfc departure. Complete reconditioning of six inch gun No.1805 and mounting and fire one full charge shotted round from it. Transfer all t&e above mentioned stores to the charge of the Falkland Islands Government with usual supply and receipt notes.Make covers for six inch gun and rangefinder (from canvas to be purchased by the Falkland Islands Government)

13. It is assumed that the Falkland Islands Government will :-

^23 J
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Gear, .Where Stowed*

a

Sapper Hili.

wy* Bracket and Pivot, Sapper Hill*

i

20.

Sapper Hill.( i/2 inch.) 2.

Packing Hing,

Sapper Hill* 1

1

1a
£>^M4 SfJZt*.

il 2Locks (Spare). a

2

bKiLk

Z'<3Vent rimmers «
2

1
Lanyard Grip*

1spare.
1

2
Vent clearere.

4
1

lubes, boxes.

Platforms and Training and elevating Gear 
Brackets (attached.)

)
)

1 of 
e ash.

Shor guide with adjustment 
tricity.

I-

Striker.

Pises (obturator) adjusting.

Strong B^ck for removing footstep bearing.

breech mechanism.

Hand extractors.

Trigger.Striker,Spring 
and 2, f. _

Telewoo2es«

1 of 
each.

. .a 9^

,..-‘4 '&&M

"i.

Appendix A.

pres^r-
G
1 .

6"

Guards. 2.

Ux\l Sliijiiiii-iLio

Wrenches,

/ 
b /

Sapper Hill (Cleaned 
and under 
vation.)

Training Gear Box with Worm and Frictional 
Gear.

i.

Mk VII and P.X1I Mounting 
keg No of Gun

Bolts holding down packing ring.

Pedestal with training worm tvheel, band 
bxake and footstep bearing complete

Tube,

Sapper Hill.

Drill Hall Office.

Sapper Hill.

Plates for foundations.

Sapper Hill.

Drill Hall Office.

Sapper Hill.

Sapper Hill.

Sapper Hill,

* j. Extractor,parts 1 
Spring (Shot guide.)

Sapper Hill.

Breech complete .with mechanism, Lock and 
Box SI ide/C^hiti--Friction washers 
and spring for catch retaining breech 

screw open,
yj cth jasr lock eccen-

MuL S’Al?A

jU £51U in Lo II o C a

bRjk2~ Shizis .

b.l. r —
Complete.

6® B.L. Ak. VXi and P.III Mounting 
in Parts, Keg No of Gun 1o4l.

Cradle with return springs and recoil 
cylinder complete with piston, etc

Urtfei P Girt—iiU <1 !'•> o 
LL

Qu-St OKr4l0TTH% .
£>IZjl.u

HfJLL.
Cnxx oie-Hqus e y

A^4.6, 
Custom lieuse.



age 2,

Gear,

Sight complete,
bfa'u. /-if^LL.

Fuze Ke^
Q

1

Hile vat ing wheels, 1o
bQ'LL HftLi-

Training Wheels, 1

1

1

Training pinions, brass. ;us-e. 1•i

Ctrs-refe—H , 2»1

.CUrS^erft-HeU«  ̂, 4
hi it *

2

Covers protecting k”v\Co< .oct Cas,

2

C'U&tOis—Sv'u G * • 2

Gus iiodSe-Circuits firing.

Ors-t-onr-■irouT ’e, □

Has aba Heads (wixhliair), un^v-o-m-'fenx s e , 2

2

Pedestal, holding down colts. 4-

2

1for1

Held Gun 1 2pdx

1

Ct? tfX Ho^S^e <-

2

Custom House,

Custom House,• 1
Tampion*

1
1
1

Circuits illuminating night sights, 
oirt

------------ . ------ . A '

c>r rl.l Ma ll. .

Mu Hrll,

!r.

Cu^tomH-Ou^o

- Fixing ring protecting sear of 
obturator*

Ctr-*i7V;2 ilOUC^fl

Limber, spike,

’Gof + Uc tt£5 ci

Cu-s^-o-m-Hou s .

ristoi Grips*

k

i

Indicators,

Spare breech mechanism*

Kos 7h?o,7^ and

'j/o inch count ex-sunk bolt, 
holding dovu ringo

Trunnions blocks complete Left and 
hl gilt,

RIGHT,Trunnions, Unlocking spanners.

1 of 
each.

Tvhere Stowed,

Fixing in screws and nuts.

Training shafts, short with pinions*

Custom

Box battery.

Spanners in box. 
two others.

Training shafts, long with pinions.

xuFi*

Rear sights.

Trunnions, unxoc.'ving spanners.

Spanners, forcing out bolt,

Gri^^'wiS’^il’CUTSTS,

pole anti <ii*aS ropes, hand

LL ftfiLL.

hkfLL, 9
Cu.jj~o-^m—Hous e • & Lt I J QLL

Held Gun j 2pdr > cwt on carriage 
completc (Reg Ko j227 )

Carriage (Reg Kc 2b2)
Breech mechanism (Ko 14o78 of breech;

t-OTii JI
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So.Jgiere Stowed,

1

1for

II

I

r

I

I

Cover for Gun* Custom House,

Gear,

1 * 3/8 inch count©* sunk bolt for 
holding uown ling and. 2 nuts*

German Field Gun mountings*

Haus. ’’Durban”
”Dauntless*2

Custom House,

.la 1



Appendix B.

The Magazine.

flescriPtloa Qt the Defences.
The arc ol possible attack by gunfire 

from sea extends Xrom Bort BLtzroy bearing 
South 55° West to the western end oX Bart 
William bearing Sorth 20° East (Mag) 
The arc oX possible attack by land extends 
Xrom the southern side of Mount Wickham heights 
South 10® West through South East and Sorth to 
Saddle Bill in the West.

The observation and control hut (Appendix D) 
is situated in the crest oX Sapper Hill with 
clear arc ol view Xnom 259® to 290® through north 
and East (Mag) and to a minimum range oX 5,000 
yards approximately. The total height ox the 
erection above the present ground level is 3 Xeet. 
Camoullages can be easily aXXeflfced due to the 
natural surroundings which will make the position 
diXXicult to detect.

gun Bits (Appendix c)
Mo 1 gun together with its Shell Eoom 

should be protected with breast-works, minimum 
height 4 Xeet and 15 to 20 Xeet in depth 
(Sangar type), but to be increased in height as 
necessary to meet the gun in the arcs of limited 
depression which should be determined as the 
positions are erected.
MOTE—The limit of depression above Mo 2 gunis 
horizontal minimum range obtainable 4,200 yards 
with full chhrge.

Mo 2 Gun Fit is designed to be sunk into 
the rock of the hill and breastworks to be adjusted 
to the limits oX depression as necessary.

Trench System.
The defensive works are shown in detail in 

the plan; the connecting trench is drawn arbitarily 
and may follow the easiest course providing that it 
paases more than 15 Xeet Xrom any other position 
or work.

The Shell Rooms (Appendix p) is designed to be 
immune from short, range fire on all bearings except 
upon the roof which is shrapnel and splinter proof 
only.MOTB»»Tbe existing dug-out at Io 1 position 
"Sapper Hill Gun® is suitable as a shell room if 
re-constructed as shown in the plan.

Explanatory notes regarding plans of 
proposed defences on Sapper Hill. (Appendices 
C, D and E)
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General Remarks concerning Plan. (Appendix p). All 
positions are on sloping ground or near changes in levels 
and drainage is easily accomplished*

Kartfc works above all positions can be made to lie 
in the line of the curve of the hill and below th® crest 
when viewed from seaward.

Gun emplacements are designed tor all-round fire 
but protection may be improved if this is fpund t® be 
unnecessary after fur th®? investigation of the defence 
problem.

With regard to concealment and camouflage, it is 
suggested that the rangefinder and control hut breast works 
should be built be fare ths rangefinder is erected and daz^.® 
painting employed immediately, and the rangefinder mounting 
covered with canvas.

It is suggested that before any work on the control 
position is commenced, that a wirs fence be erected around 
the proposed positions.

The Magazine (Appendix g) is designed to be defiladed 
and immune from tire below 80° angle of descent from the 
sea but is vulnerable to land artillery from Forth and West* 
Protection of the magazine from this latter quarter can be 
accomplished by additional shelloproWf breast works and 
roofing.

The capacity of the magazine with normal stowage 
is tf—

136 cases or 524 pull charges.
full stowage is 164 cases or 628 full charges of ©-inch 
B.L. ammunition.

Firing fiircuitfi_and flight Sifihts. A stock of innert ceils 
or old pattern Leclancne firing batteries will be required 
for this purpose.

Lighting. Fitted lighting circuits are not contemplated. 
Six magazine hand lamps will provide all lighting necessary 
in the defences.



Cl°
GOTORWJNT HOUSE,

STAHLEY.

ELKLAND ISLANDS. 20th January, 1933.

SHORE T,

Sir,
I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of and.

to thank you for your letter No. 0166/310 of the 9th of
December, 1932, on the subject of the progress made with
the fixed, defences of Port Stanley during the recent
visit of H.M*S. "Durban”.

The position of this Government in regard to2.
the several points raised in the last paragraph of your
letter is as follows

(1)

(2) Yes.
(5)

(4)

(6) and (7) Yes.(5)
(8)

(9) Yes.

s

your obedient servant,

O.B.E., R.l^, ■
JAMS O’GRADY.i

i

Rangefinder platform will be built immediately 
on receipt of the rangefinder pedestal.

Yes, ammunition being restricted to shells 
i.e. to the exclusion of cordite.

Suitable shelter for control purposes on the 
occasion of practices will be provided.

The Colonial Government is prepared to carry out! all constructional work in connection with a j 
suitable magazine, unskilled labour being I 
provided by the Colonial Government without I 
charge and the cost of all materials and of transport etcetera thereof being borne by tl{£ 
Imperial Government. The Colonial Government, 
if desired, is prepared to supply the materials, 
transport etcetera at actual cost.

I have the honour to be
Sir,

Commodore R. H. 0. Lane-Poole, 
H.LI.S. ’’DURBAIl”.



j H.M. S. "Durban” ,
at Port Stanley.

18 th February, 1933.

3-

5-

financial adjustment in London.
/

T%

I

(a)

(b) and

V (c)

i

A.11 the items mentioned in paragraphs 12 and 13 of my 
letter of 9th December have now been completed by ’’Durban” and 
the Defence Erce with the exception of the sub-calibre firing, 
the repair of gun platform and the provision of a cordite 
magazine.

The memorandum of examination of this gun has not yet 
been received in Stanley, but copies of my report to Ordnance 
Depot, Woolwich on Form S. 1404 of a visual examination carried 
out before the firing, and of the round fired, are attached for 
information of the Officer Commanding Defence Force.

8.
wi th two 
for the'”

/Vo . m-x/ /zt o .
Sir,

9. 
an early 
unauthorised persons to the Shell Store.

His Excellency the Governor 
of the Falkland Islands.

PORT STANLEY.

4. Six inch B. L. gun No.1805 and mounting P.Ill,mounted, 
with spares complete, and a quantity of ordnance and gunmounting 
stores shipped from England by ’’Dauntless” and ’’Durban” have 
been transferred to the charge of the Officer Commanding Falkland 
Islands Defence Force who has given receipts for them on on behalf 
of the Falkland Islands Government.

In continuation of my letter of 9^h December, 1932,
I have the honour to report that the following further work on 
the fixed defences has been carried out during ’’Durban’s” presence 
at Port Stanley for Centenary Week.

Sir, 
obedient Servant,

It is recommended that the following steps be taken at 
date as precautions against fire and the approach of

x inch gun No. 1805 on P.III mounting was delivered to 
the Falkland Islands Government on the occasion of the Centenary 
Review on 12th February, 1933, "the gun having fired a shotted 
round with full charge (adjusted to 24 lbs 12 oz - Cordite M. C. 
size 19 in accordance with Admiralty instructions) to mate the 
obturator.

The gun and mounting functioned correctly and are 
ervi ceabl.e.

--1J
31, > V

The War Office will supply free, three _field'^teXep'he^eC 
cells each provided that they receive-o^ffi ci al application 
from the Falkland Islands Government.

Enclose the shell store and'gun position with an unclimhAbl 
fence with locked gate.
Erect a conspicuous notice bearing warning of danger 
the need for precautions against damage and fire ° 
Bit an outer covering of iron plating to the door of the fl 
shell store. -L «

I have the honour to be. |

Your Excellences

6. The Colonial Government has reconditioned a shell store 
on Sapper Hill, splinter proof, with wooden frames, concrete floor 
and drainage,wrhi ch can be made shell proof on all sides by the 
addition of breastworks. Three hundred rounds six inch A.P 
shell are nowr stowed therein.

7. The Admiralty have approved of practice ammunition and 
ordnance stores being supplied to the Falkland Islands Defence Foisce 
at current rate book prices, and other naval stores at rate bock 
prices plus 15 per cent, all transactions being reported for



H.M. S. "Durban" ,
at port Stanley.

18th February, 1933-

‘1933, I

2.

I have the honour to be.
Sir,

Your obeli ent Servant,

To The Honorable the Colonial Secretary, 
Port Stanley.

2^ • /3 / o ■
Sir,

In view of the frequency of visits necessary 
for care and maintenance of cordite it is considered 
desirable to store the outfit cordite for both guns in 
the main magazine on Sapper Hill and to provide a ready use 
store near each gun only when hostilities appear imminent.

With reference to your letter of 2 3rd. Jarnarv. 
■ould point out that the plans for a two gun 

battery on Sapper Hill forwarded to His Excellency with 
my letter of ?th December, 1932 are suitable for a single 
gun battery in all respects except for the site, store 
and trench for No.2 gun.

3. I therefore suggest that detailed estimates for 
the Sapper Hill magazine be prepared now and the Secretary 
of State informed of the matter.



SECRET.

MINUTE.

19 333ist I'arch.,

To

From

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY, Stanley.

Stanley, Falkland Islands.

I Leg to forward 5 copies of estimates
of the work required at the
battery in accordance with drawings etc drawn
up by H.; ."Durban".

It should be stated that the site on2.
Sapner Hill is composed of a hard metamorphic

for excavations.

or the other gun position.

Director Public Works.

/
/)

V

I

1

rock throughout

E.P. Secret 4/32.SAPPER HILL GUN BATTERY.

Sapper Hill gun

3. No provision is made in these estimates

necessitating continuous blasting

Director Public. Dorks,



PORT STANLEY, FALKLAND ISLANDS.

SAPPER HILL GUN BATTERY.

SIJLLA'-Y OF ESTIMATES.

d. ds. s.

1. Main Magazine for 12.outfit 'cordite. 8. 729. 16. I. 351. 16. 71,081. o

2. 5. 5. 254. 6. 0,153. 5. H9.3 II.

261. 1192. 7. 05. 3.
4. Breastwork for forming

209. 9. 18.0. I. 0

13. IS. 6.34. 13. 21.0. I. 6

)
28. 12. 0.8. 8.36. 7. 16. I

0
123. 30.0. 93.0. 0. 0.

0
3. <2,900. 0.Total.. 0.

K.
J

£2,900. 00.

191.

£.

Communication and 
ammunition trenches.

3. Observation and 
control position.

Total Estimate.

,105. 0. 0. 795. 0.
x/. . . fj

d.

Estimates for work in accordance with drawings 
etc, drawn up by H.M.S."Durban”.

The site of the battery on Sapper Hill is composed 
of a hard metamorphic rock throughout, with outcrops, 
necessitating continuous blasting for excavations.

Breastwork on Sangar type principle.

.ork.

gun pit extending to shell room.
5. Repairs etc. to gunplatform.
6. Strengthening and furtherprotection of present shell room and approach trench.
7. Unclimable fence toenclose the area. 

68. 18. 3 I

8. 0.

Estimated Labour and Materials separately. Lab our. Materials£. s. d. 1.



1(I). MAIN MAGAZINE FOR STORAGE OF OUTFIT CORDITE.
charges.Full storage capacity - 164 cases or 628 full

ESTIMATE. d£. s.
290.153 cubic yards. 14. 0

61 cubic yards. 305.j £5. 0Q
Re-inforcement to roof. 12. 00.

47 cubic yards, J 3/6d. 8. 4. 6
7 yards run. J 10/- 3. 10.

doors

18. 00.

secured 7.16. 6

on 4. 18. 9
7 yards run.

14/6d. 5. 6I.
475 ft. super. J 8}d 16. 16. 6
156 No.

j 6/5d. 50. 0
30 feet run. 7. 10. 0

10. 0
350 cubic yards. W 8/6d. 148. 15. 0
70 cubic yards. 08/6(1. 29. 15.

25. 12. 0512 yards sup.
£946.CARRIED FORWARD 15. 9

18 fts x 4" x 4" Sandy Point timbers - two layers of distributing timbers.

Blasting in solid rock. 38/-.
Concrete in walls, floor and roof.

Rubble filling around walls.

Skeleton lining Magazine with timber. 3" x I" spaced to 3" x 2”.

Breastwork around sides and approaches.
Turfing for camouflage, j I/-

I.

Corrugated iron above concrete roof.

3”

Duck-run for floor ofMagazine and ammunition lobby. G

Forming drain from Magazine to North.
Two pairs of double 3” hung with gunmetal hinges and fitted with gunmetal lock. Outer doors to be covered with sheet steel.

Timber revetment of 9" x 3” on edge. •• 5/-
Anchorage for timber revetment■ consisting of old railway metals. 4.
Earth cushion and impact course.

Timber gratings for floors of stowage bays. 3” x I” spaced 3” 4" x 2”' bearers.



(3J.

BROUGHT FORWARD.

428. 5.

8. 5.I.IC. 0 0

£983. 6. I
10% Contingencies and Supervision. 98. 6. 7.

8.TOTAL 

Estimated Labour
7.16.Materials 351.t?

£1.081. 12. 8.

0 0

■' i £.946. S.15. d9.

s16. dI.729.

£1,081. 12.

Splinter nroof covering to ammunition lobby consisting of timber roof and supports covered with corrugated iron and 2 ft. of earth and rock.
Removing shells from present dug-out at Sapper Hill and storing in isolated shed at Wireless Station, and returning to Sapper Hill when blasting and other work is completed at Sapper Hill.26 journeys 2/6d. 2. 5.Labour storing. 4.10.Clearing and preparing hut at W/T Station.



(4;.

(2).

ESTIMATE.

Bottom to be levelled up withduck-runs and drainage under.
£. ds.377 cubic yards. 716 0

452 yards sup 2. 0
Duckrun for trenches 81. 18 6
Timber covering

24. 7. 6«1

80 cubic yards

0. 0

£1,048. 14. 0
10% Contingencies and Supervision. 104. 17. 5.

. £1,153. 5.II.

Estimated Labour
234.Materials 6. 0

£1,153. II. 5.
V

I

I13 yards run.
45 yards run.

d5s5.

TOTAL..

£7

6.

t, 919.

OQMOHCATION AMD AtflUNITION TRENCHES.
Communication and ammunition trench from Magazine to control hut, shell room and gun pit. Also entrance trench to Magazine. Part covered part onen work.__________________

consisting of 4” x 4” timbers and I” boarding. £ 10/10
. Breastwork and covering of rock and earth to trenches where made splinter proof.0 8/6d.

Blasting in solid rock for trenches. @ 38/-
Building un sides with rock. 0 8/6d.

@ 14/6d.
192.

34.

113 yards run of trench, 6 ft deep, 4 ft wide, covered at approaches to Magazine, shell room, and control hut for protection against splinters. Bottom to be levelled up with



(5).

(3). OBSERVATION ANO CONTROL HUT POSITION.

ESTIMATE.

•J £5. 115. 0. 0
5. 0.

3. 0. 0 :

13. 3I.
7. 0'.'10.
2. 10. 0

40 cubic yards. 0 8/6d. 17. 0. 0
4. I. 0

2 cubic yards. 3. 16. 0

00.

3
23. 15. 0

£261. 5. 3.TOTAL 

Estimated Labour. 
Materials. st

0.

d040 cubic yards.
23 cubic yards.

s7.

76.

o£z192. d0.
68-, 18, 

£261.
3,
3.

3/6d.

sn v •

£237. 10.
10'1 Contingencies and Supervision.

2.

81 sup yards.

I NO .

Blasting in solid rock .0 38/-
Sheeting and concreting walls, floor and roof.
Strong door and frame. (Say).
Shutters for closing apeture when not in use.

9| cubic yards. Rock filling around walls for drainage. 2
Drainage from hut to low level.
Setting instruments on completion.
Breastwork for upper part of hut and rangefinder. J 8/6d.
Turfing and camouflage, j I/-
Blasting in solid rock for base of rangefinder .i 38/-
Levelling up base with concrete and bolting down.



(6j.

(4). BREASTWORK f-OR forming 'gun pit.

ESTIIMTE.

x 4’6" .5 8/Cd. 14.117. 0

Say 355 sup yds 3 I/- 17. 15. 0

9.
10% Contingencies and Supervision. 19. 0. 0.

£209 9. 0.

Est&tated Labour.
18. I.Materials?1

9.£209. 0

dnS8.

s0. d0.'

191.

55.
Rough rubble wall to support breastwork 149’ x 4’6" x 2’.Say 50 cubic yards J 22/-.

Filling for breastwork, from 15 to 20 ft, x 4’6" high.155’ x 2’ x 4’6" ) Say 276 cubic yds168’ X 16’ X 2’3". ) .£ 8/6d.

£190.

Turfing slopes and top of breastwork. 168’ x 19’. Say 355 sup yds >0 I/-



(7).

(5). REPAIRS ETC. TO GUN PLATFORM.

ESTI^IATE.

estimated cost of £34. 13. 0.

Estimated labour 
materials 21. 6.1\ !•

£34. 13. 0

d
6

s 
II.

3L»
13.

I

• 'J

Estimated cost of repairing with timber is 
£47. 6. 0. It is suggested that this 
be carried out with concrete at an



(8).

6.

ESTIPWE.

28 cubic yards.

8/6d. 12.' 10.

uprights and bearers. *43.

Timbering sides and roof of )

8. c
)

£33. 5
Contingencies and 3. 6. 3

8.k>3G . 8TOTAL

Estimated Labour
Materials 7.II

£36. 8. 8

d0

£28. d0

s 18.

s12.

5

L.

16.

10%

6.
Earth and rock protection for 10 feet run of entrance trench to shell room.

7.

II.

8.

Earth and rock protection for shell room. j 8/6d.

in solid rock. (Note blasting allowed for under "Trenches”)
Making and laying 10 ft run duckrun.

STRENGTHENING AND FURTHER PROTECTION OF PRESENT SHELL ROOM AND APPROACH TRENCH FOR 10 FEET FROM ENTRANCE.

Supervision.

Strengthening present shell room to sunnort the extra weight above. 
4" x 4" ■ ' - '

trench at approach to shell room.) Making good sides after blasting ) in solid rock. (Note blasting j allowed for under "Trenches”) )
) 
)

25 cubic yards.



(9).

7.

ESTIMATE.

! '
lengths

9/

2. 0.

It

Gay. 0£d

I

  

264 yards’run fencing as above. J say 4/Id.
EXTRAS.

5 No.

8. 12. 6
2 .'o.

2. 19. 0
I iO. 1

5. 5. 0
Carried Forward. L70. 14. 6 J

d 0

H 
n

d oi

53. s18.

3/2d.6d

s2.

UNCLIMABLE FENCING T0 ENCLOSE SAE'PER HILL GUN BATTERY, CORDITE MAGAZINE, SHELL ROOM ETC.

Cost per yard in Englanc

Gate pillars with one stay to each complete with strainers etc.ui 29/6d.

Chain link fencing, patent "Crapo" 5 feet high, f1’ carry 3 lines of barbed wire, fencing at ireless Station).

/IO each.) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
)

9 ft wide double gate frame with strong lock and keys and other fittings. Say<

Intermediate standards, pointed for driving. Section Ik"xI-£" x 3/16", spaced 12 ft apart.
Backstays for above standards.Earthplates " "
Bent over arms on standards to carry 3 lines barbed wire complete with bolts, fastenings etc, I/6d.

Cost per yard run in England.

Corner straining pillars, 2|" x 2|" x 5/16", with 2 stays to each complete with strainers, bolts etc.34/6d.

w, L ...... process. Fencingith bent over arms on standards to(On similar lines to

Chain link fencing, 6 ft high, in rolls of 25 yards lineal, including straining wires. Say 4 inch mesh of 10 gauge. J 2/13/- roil.
Ironwork.(Height fencing above ground 6 ft. with 3 7 barbed wire above) Denth posts in ground. 2’6".Overall height ironwork - 8’6".



(10). a:

BRUGET FORWARD 

I. G
6.Extra, for additional bolts etc. I.Jay. s II.

£73. U

17. 10.

£91. 0. 0
ERECTION

34. 00.

£123. 00.

Labour
93. 00.

0. 0.

30.

d6d-z70.
s 14.

d
0

£123.

s

10.

4.

Materials....

792 yards run barbed wire.Say 2 rolls of { mile each J 12/-

Estimated

Estimated delivery, freight, landing etc charges.

Transport to site, excavating earth and rock, levelling, concreting where necessary and erection fence.



1933.8G2L-T.

Sir,
I have the honour to refer to the previous

correspondence terminated with your Secret telegram ?

Ho. 83 of the 16 th of December, 1931
of the decision ta:en to transfer to this Government
the t'.zo six-inch guns at Stanley mounted together in
one position on ' upper Kill. ••.t the present moment
the one gun has been handed over mounted in this
position and the second gun hns been transported from

-• - Titian nt Fount /■owe but has not beenits original
mounted or h. .■ jv-.-r.

;incc two decision to transfer the guns was2.
taken a fresh development has occurred which makes it
imperative to review the whole question with more
especial regard to the mounting of the second gun.

tactical exercise of an essentially practical3.
nature was held on the 9th and 10th of February last
between the Falkland Islands Defence Force and F.’-.i.

I annex a copy of the joint report on thectDurbaxvr »

exorcise as well as a copy of the minutes of the fifth /

You will see that the main conclusiondiscussed.
drawn from the lessons of the exercise is that by
reason of their limited range the two six-inch guns
sited together at Sapper Hill will not bo edeauate f°/
the protection against bombardment from the sea of

!■

h

V/aS / j

/
’V

I

. ;a'.jit

rtIGKT I10I-?0uTlA31^
SIR PHILIP CUL’LIFTE-LISTLR,G.B.r ., ,P.C., K.C.,S'!Z;:L/2aRY OF ST.-.T.. FOR COLONIES.

- - II 
icat 2-t

18tli -pril,

meeting of the Local Defence Committee at vhich it

, on the subject



oil tefes at v . .,' ufe Ife fe.fe t.onot and of shipping

and fe-.fe fee ueeoxaio/fertion 1g mfeo

feat feo. second gun should co siicfe in an alternative

for example fee position feofe ra Canopus Hut

on th© -oninsulon fo?’xfeng tho south cm shore of ;?ort

fellfexu at fee sixth me-ating ox* fen c-oafe defence

'q oopy of the miiiutco of fed, eh is also annexed 9

fe- Murk VXI peg. Mos e 1641 and 1805:those guns

Ifefe 5. even if the second gun is fetcfe in u position such

fel.1 be -afefecioat to cauac an attaching

o^uiser ;■■ .■•■:. xfe ®o far mt ;o <:■ to renier fee

fe fee fefebocrbojiferfeiont of feu oil fenfe and shipping

fefefefeu
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an arraei morofent voseol 7.1 tiz efeafeinfe or- xaauurxi fe.u-
'■" r c j OS 1,1:
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of ufenley

tix-.o of myi'f- fee fefelcmd Islands fell co of

stfeteuie value to ths Zfefero A

faced nor; in its full mmufetfeo 0

It'
1

r'?i operation of exrfe^e fef'

^ay5 at Canopus fefe

GO Cd BOGUS feet.3

rux-l 51st of ’Oecenbor^

fe-ppor Hill ana ths ofeurg

1’/. 1

G- 'Z\7.j

inch guns (see Ofe^a^

in. Stanley haraou?3

position

4a

. 5.

first issue Cta of fenuary5 10jp?

- pel7-Xfefe^<-

the Gversons a 'Goix'il

x,t first nfeht it X/sy fe:c.?:?2

A rod too
measures e?.n uo of no Gvril nna. $$$, ;c. J^a||

the further r^feter ‘.ns rfesefe .jxx to feofear fee rang© of

'.-^fe:;z XX. '- ' ■■ : ■ /: .

■ \ pa^agra 7;x; 3^2?:
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resistance ahicii these tea sfe-imfe ;;uns5

Canfettee;

exaggcrutea fepovfence is Ufefe xmfe.fesi to fee fe •■•/^

I am fexm>l.y convincfe. ho



T. furthermore in co:ict,o ayroomont V2.«n

ocorded by tho f-octil dc-.f; uno domnittecjhe opimia^
to the that th a need far the defence of Stanley
io purely an Lmpcria’. need. and that toe Colony should
not be called upon to do more of its own resources than

It has been represented by
that to complete the ;*un

poo it ion .on Sapper r.ill corfcia work es detailed on the
ion

Ghas been propurau by f t;
is require A at a cost of .£3,900*

in the event of c. decision to proceed with the plan,
the Colony’s financialthio fimurc is quite? beyond

Vho work itselfeapacity*

Jublic ’-’orks departmentcourse viould be done by the

I r-vu. . b. znest ready so to ad$

and furthermore to co.-^ur in its boirr: carried out .j

cost price • ■:' '■ ■ all overheac and depaxti ontal ■<:■-.
1 should be rondy also in like man.belir ? ’

in any rxus-iresoo-o,jOI'.... .,

regard to tho Hountiny <f the second yum
I run addressing you in a separata doc;7 <-.

rod■. renoa to the reoomEiendation recorded in 2

of the minutes of the fifth meetin : of the ..

Com!ttoe relative- to the oom^ruid and trc.inl 'i.;

Falkland Islands •jo.fonce Foroo

have the honour to bo.
r

JAMES O’GRADY.

the Gonno'-.are3 :;outli mwrlca?

it has done or is doixum

Your most obedient.
humble sorvnr;

bi-sis of one iun in the enclosed spaoiftcution.

‘forks,

I
/

/

7

y
/

/

/
/I' /

I submit that.

•sir,

■; itch . ■■ '■ .;■■■'■. ."■:f' . :e

with your snnotion,

dabarts. Urso tor of Public

could be and. if desired, of



it a and Falkland islands Defence Force
was held in the Colonial . secretary’s office on the

in the ■; ;air.
detailed trie

The objective.

the
3.

anner

illlam was stated
.’he defence

the boats being either

rifle .ire and also Hotchkiss gun fire.
described the march to anditain

with '• party of forty

was then

Berkeley

,ra

6, Vhe

ti’amp across
/T station was readied

I IN FALKLAND ISLANDS 3'ECR'iT DESPATCH of the 7~Tray: ‘ -

veronal situation and special plan
of tnc- raiding cruiser was to destroy tiio oil tanks
am’ shipping in Btranlc-v Harbour and also to demolish

/T station.

\-ra, J-.- driven off with loss under heavy uewis gun 
‘V

A meeting of the Umpires and officers of 
’’Durban”

11th of February,

After a four hours'

<9 ■' o §•

O Q

J ;;33,

° 0 ?

-ra^Pbcrairas ho. 
^|l8th or April

r-HH’lStX' :l*'MS d lately,
o'. 'A :ed that it was never taken seriously and in any

‘:iurban’f was stated by the gunnery experts
never to have been within effective range of the 

■•’•■■ or; rail and to have fired unmolested
oil t«nks and the shipping*

■H.te.rated landing in port 
■bra attack to have been a feint.

?yn, ■.» .,

/T station.Hliti
•*-n \;y:-clay - 'Jand about a.m 
merv,, ... i(; ca;..ors*

through streams the
al<i ebti'Fod without opposition, it 
tkrnili -;?ie original intention had been to 
ira’C!ibai; j_n rarkeley ound but owing to the physical 
coiultic. ..jf the ‘ran, the operation being in time of 
tea©* 1 decided to abandon the return journey.

on of tne

■ran,

lanriir.. w>?s effected

Bora-lodore :.H» . finc- uole,
0 o 9

A. lieutenant Aomaa.ndor n.jrafids,



different tale to tell

hound.

7.
(8 j.

sustaining loss or hurt.

The ..ireless station was demolished

The feint at landing in
did not achieve its purpose and probably 
was costly.

(b>.

The Officer Commanding, Falkland islands 
refence Force, pointed out that if the three scouts 
detailed to guard the approaches to the ;./T station 
had been on the alert there would have been a

\ s / •

ort ..illiam

, as a mounted machine gun 
section as well as lewis gunners and infantry 
were in readiness in reserve on Sapper Hill,
He claimed too that the landing party would never 
have been able to make their way back to Berkeley

He remarked also on the shortage of men 
available on a peace footing to protect the 
relatively large defended area

The following conclusions were arrived at:
The oil tanks and shipping in Stanley 

harbour were destroyed by "Durban" without

9

but it is doubtful whether the landing 
party would have succeeded in effecting 
rc—embarkation.
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Colonial

T*w bmjur^blo c*
*;,. •■. •

H. hlto. secretary jt. r.
2.

WPU dlrCUSCSd.

1L- ws agreed
that this wc the firs rea 1 1 «t 1c © w- cl s eUl.

9

that In droln
in

applied to 4
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The fifth meting of the 
w held in the

Local Defence low >11

J.T\

from the tactical

shipping in Stanley harbour against bosMrd-wit 
froKi the m.

■•'. •/ V'"*- „

I

•dolordfel secretary’s office on
• wturdny the Xth of

rtf
V- »

g up plans far & iiluiilur exeralw 
the future full allm-xnce should b® uad-a fur too

Conr&dwe ..H» .. .LKne~.;oolg, 
i. leut ensnt ■■'■ or®end sr .:«i.aecte-,

shlch W.®n place locally 
(2).

r';-?.ir'wr. j,
;.jh> . ffloor im the ftftU&a&ll ■.rlon®
Defence force.

axarcirj® hold on t??e -Jth ~ .1. th .. ebn®r7,

very w,orial dlffererc® bet-wen war arid

"uc winntas th® .fourth meeting hold on the
3rd of ■ ebrwry, XKX wre rwi and confirms.

The Irrsunts t-fi be lesnid

1 ebnuary, 1933.
T hero wre -orer ent: -

-SX1XX" K0, 11 nj FATJ.1LAK0 nc:^ :ccr os^-wrcH of the lath or ;pmt i^sj. ——

peace 
condf tions .regards the Defence iorce .und defence 
arranrssiontc, e.g., san power and ca^imicatkme. 
(31. tMt the 6 inch w< iof gunsj at aaper sni 
in ImdsMuate for the defence of the oil tenk& and

i4;. t'int the night sisrah from .Berkeley :>wid to th© 
ireloss station W d-msnstrated that it

posElbX® for troops to advance acraiir- the country 
and t:i»t the description, ‘•impa&nebie” cu^wuy

the own? r»ijUlrc<l ?®difXcs.tion.
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Its vslug ley in the oil tai&e for re-fuelling 
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1933.

s3,.
jD

on. the active list

Read and aonfimed this 4th day of April

reconmnd that the imperial sovemaent 8'houid be 
approached with the view t-o seconding an officer 

for thia purpose - proferably 
& noy®! Marine officer of the rank of vaptaln. 
The opinion wae expressed that having regard to 
the cimi derations recorded in paragraph 4 of tncce 
mnates and to the finaneisl liabilities already 
incurred by the tolony the expenditure in connection 
with this officer would fall properly on the 
X."T3eri&i Gcvcmrsent.

7. it was decided to r<-eormndM furthermore, 
th?u the total eocpendlture in connection witA the 
.mounting of too secund c lueh gun and tha aunstructlns.; 
of the position, at Juncpus iut or aleewhere, should 
fall on m’-perlai funds, th® Colonial, lovorno^nt bolw; 
prepared, if required, tu supply the satorials 
necessary and to carry out the wfe at actual cost. 
' :.?e conetriwtlng of the position, it v;^ explained, 

tiie provigiipK of a s.he.U room, control roo®, 
rangefinder and piatforra and tresieh syateg;. fhe 
outfit cordite for thia gun suuld be otored in the 
:^iin at t apper ^111, and a ready use store
vould be constructed near the gun when hostilities 
appear i^lnent. fhe yun ^>nld be mnnsd and the 
position LS'iwtginad out of local rosowrcee.



The Honourable G. oberts.
L.B. hiite.

The .members

4. the decision as9

to supply

3 fl el
— •- -

I

9

at Valparaiso had lately been received

Honourable J.

'•■r.

position the question should, be fully investigated by 
experts as to whether the range of the join so mounted 
would be adequate to cause an attacking cruiser to lie 
so far out as to make the bombardment of the oil ton Rs

(Chairmanj.
Innes-moir.

K0* in JalklaGo im.;\ dj d:iua:,'vK of the 
18th of April, 1^337 "

• ■ •»

«

The sixth meeting of the Local Defence Committee 
was held in the colonial Secretary's office at 2 
on Tuesday the 4th of :r?ch, 1933.

I. There were present
The Colonial f-ecretary.
major the

accordingly rose and stood in silence.
3. After discussion, the minutes of the last meeting

and shipping in the harbour a matter of extreme difficulty
5. It was decided to ask the war office, on the 

recommendation of the Commodore, H.:"Durban”, 
free of charge for use of the efenoe Force

(secretaryj.
2, Before the actual business of the meeting started 

the Chairman proposed that a silent tribute be paid to 
the memory of the late Lieutenant cummander L.Leeds 9

who had done so much in connection with the preparation 
of the draft defence scheme, and news of whose death

LOCAL DEFENCE COV’IITTEE.

9 

together with the notes, and conclusions on the tactical 
exercise held on the 9/iOth February, 1933, were confirmed

Arising out of the minutes 
recorded in paragraph 5, in regard to the second 6 inch 
gun being sited on the peninsular to the East of Stanley 
harbour, was reviewed. It was felt that, before any step’ 
was taken in regard to the mounting of the gun in this

45 p.m.



r

prepared by the Director6 c

of . ublic 5

all enclosed by
an unclimable

$

8.

M

>■£

coninunicated.
at A.45 p.m.9.

 

Read and confirmed this 11th day of April., 1933.

CHAIRMAN.

T

j

3 Field telephones complete with 2 cells to each.
6 conies of books of reference and text books on storage and maintenance ashore of annum it ion and explosives.

;. "Durban"

ir’I • - j •

comprising
trench system,

The Adjutant,
had suggested that steel helmets be provided for the

but it was decided that this be loft

(a).

7,

(bj.

Falkland islands Defence Force,

breastwork,
fence,

I of the Defence : chemo

//'s>
0

The detailed estimates, 
torks to plans drawn up by H. “ 

for forming the Dapper . ill gun battery, 
magazine, observation and control position, 
gun pit,

It was arranged to hold the next meeting
on the 11th April, 1933, in the Colonial Secretary*^ office.

camouflaging etc, 
were adopted.

Vickers gun section
in abeyance for the time being.

he first part of Chapter
was considered and passed except for the following queries;- 

"The tops of the wireless masts are visible from "seaward except between bearings . 
"The oil tanka are completely hidden from seaward ’’except between bearings ..........

It was decided to write to the Commodore,It was decided to write to the Commodore, H.A.T."Durban", asking that particulars of these bearings should be

6 copies of books of reference and text books on control, organization and operation of land artillery and fixed defences, etc.
Also to ask the Admiralty to supply

One L’ava.1 or Ordnance rate hook in connection with the ammunition and ordnance stores and other naval stores to be supplied to the Defence Force.



/

G0VERHL1LNT HOUS^

FALKLAND ISUffDS*

1933.SECRET.

I have the honour to refer to your Secret
•To. 0199/310 of the 18th of February 9

and to enclose for your information a copy of my
Secret despatch to the Secretary of State for the
Colonies of the 18th of Apr11 1933, on the subject

I enclose also copies of the enclosures in2.
• . ■■ *ly :-this despatch,

(i)

the Local(ii)

the Local(ill)

(iv)

I enclose furthermore a copy of my Secret5.
despatch of the 19th of gpril, 1933 on the subjects

of the command and training of the Ealldand .Islands

Defence .Force.

O’GRADY.

Relle,

I
i

liotcj conclusions on tactical exercise
1933.

of the defence of Stanley with reference more 
especially to the use of the two six-inbh guns ♦.

Minutes of the fifth meetin • of 
Defence Committee.
Minutes of the- sixth meeting of 
Defence Committee.

0 • B • ,

STAHLEY,

hold on the 9th/10 th Februar.-,

Your obedient servant,

co-2®dore r. h. lane-poole, 
"DURBAN”, 

AT BERMUDA.

1933,

Estimate for construction of sapper Hill 
Battery position (on the basis of one gun).

Sir 0

24th April,

Sir,

letter,

I have the honour to be,



PORT STANLEY , Falkland Islands. - FIXED DEFENCES.P*

Sea 9

?5th February, 1933 • 089/310.

1

4#

suitable for 

Enclosure
No.1

ISnclosure
No. 2.

Receipts on behalf of the Falkland. Islands 
Government for the guns and equipment mentioned, in paragraphs 
2 and. 3 above have been obtained, and. forwarded to the 
Admiralty.

5. Six inch B.L. gun No. 1641 has beeh moved by 
’’Durban” from Fount Low to Sapper Hill and left there unmounted, 
with its P.III mounting and. wooden platform, plates and bolts, 
its gunsights and. spares complete being in the Drill Hall, 
Stanley, the whole in state of preservation and in the 
custody of the Officer Commanding Defence Force. It is now 
proposed that this gun should be moved again, and mounted 
in a position near Canopus Hut, vide my letter No.020.1/310 
of 25th February, 1933.

6. It having been agreed with the Governor that the 
present Colonial magazine is unsuitable for storage of a large 
quantity of cordite, the enclosed detailed plans and drawings 
of a proposed magazine, shell stores and protective works

THE COMMAKDSR-IN-CHIEF, AMERICA AND WEST INDIES STATIC

With reference to paragraphs 1 and of my letter 
£0.089/510 of 5th April, 1932, farther -progress was made 
during "Durban’s” visits to Fort Stanley in December, 1932 and 
February, 1933, and I submit the following account of the 
present situation regarding the fixed defences there.

2. In accordance with 0. D. C. Memorandum No. 623 , 
paragraph 7,(i),(a), and Admiralty Letter M. 0120 2/32 of 1 6th 
September, 193?# six inch B.L. gun No.1805, mounted on 
Sapper Hill on P.III mounting, y-ith spares complete, 
together with a rangefinder, control instruments, three 
hundred shell, and a quantity of armament and naval stores 
and gunnery publications were transferred to the charge of 
the Falkland Islands Government, after firing one shotted 
round ( to mate the obturator ) on the occasion of the 
Centenary Review on 12th February, 1933, The gun and mounting 
functioned correctly, and are serviceable.

5. The memoranda of examination have not yet been 
received in Stanley, and in their absence it is considered 
that both six inch guns should be measured for wear and 
estimation of muzzle velocity, and the cone seatings gauged 
in accordance with 0. U. 6184/1930 # Instructions for Maintenance 
of Naval Ordnance, as soon as the mounting of gun No. 1641 
is completed. It is therefore recommended that the ship 
detailed to mount the gun should be directed to obtain from 
an armament depot and bring out the necessary instruments 
for these measurements. One copy of my report to Ordnance 
Depot, Woolwich, on Form 8,1404, of a visual examination 
carried out before firing and of the round fired, is attached 
and another has been supplied to the Falkland Islands 
Government.



PORT STANLEY, FALKLAND ISLANDS.

section 10, paragraph

9.

10.

11.

(1 ) Tampions

I

of breastworks.
stowed therein.

J

In addition to the stores already sent, it is 
desirable that the following should be supplied to the 
Falkland Islands Government for use with the six inch guns:-

The Admiralty having approved of practice ammunition 
and ordnance stores being supplied to the Falkland Islands 
Defence Force at current vocabulary prices, and other naval 
stores at rate book prices plus 157's thirty-two rounds of 
three pounder sub-calibre .-ammunition and a small quantity 
of naval stores have been so supplied and the relevant voucher 
forwarded to the Admiralty for financial adjustment.

10. There is a naval field gun (landed by "G-lascow" ) 
I twelve pounder eight hundredweight No,1227 complete with 
mounting, also a three pounder Hotchkiss No.271 (formerly 

! mounted in seal protection vessel "Afterglow") complete 
with mounting Admiralty Pattern No.1155 in Customs bonded 
Store, Stanley, both serviceable and in state of preservation. 
These are presumed to be already on the charge of the 
Falkland Islands Government.

No ammunition is stored for the field gun, but there 
are two boxes of service ammunition for the three pounder 
Hotchkiss in the Colonial Uagaxine.

Page 2
-------------------- , --------------------------- >  FIXED DEFENCES .
( Commodore, South America, No.08?/5Jc of 25th February,1935)

7. The Colonial Governemnt have reconditioned a living hut on Sapper Hill as a store for small gear 
belonging to the gun mounted there, and have also re­
constructed the shell store shewn in the plan, splinter 
proof, with woolen frames, concrete floor and drainage, 
which can be made shellproof on all sides by the addition 

The three hundred six inch shell are now

8. With reference to 0. D. C. >VI, having regard to the capability of the guns of 
opposing light enemy craft, landings, and troops ashore, 
it is considered that the additional supply of rounds 
per gun to be made when hostilities appear imminent should 
consist of High Explosive and Shrapnel shell in equal 
quanti ties.

suitable for a two gun battery on Sapper Hill have been 
drawn up by the ship’s officers with the assistance of the 
Director of Public Works of the Falkland Islands Government.Copies of these plans were forwarded to the Colonial 
Governemnt on 9th December, 19 52 ; t e Governor has since 
been informed that they are equally suitable for a single 
gun battery in all respects except for the site, store, and trench for No. 2 gun.

In view of the frequency of visits necessary for care 
and maintenance of cordite, it would be desirable in any case to store the outfit cordite for both guns in a main 
magazine on Sapper Hill, and in accordance with the policy 
recommended in 0. D. C.825, paragraph 10, article VII, to 
provide a ready use magazine near the second (distant) gun only when hostilities appear imminent.

6. The rangefinder mounting supplied is installed on 
a temporary base donstructed by the Colonial Government 
near the Sapper Hill gun, pending construction of the 
control hut shewn in the plan near which the rangefinder will be permanently housed.



(3) 2
(4)
(.5) 2

In the event of a decision to mount and equip

A

Commodore.

One Pattern 3865 Rangefinder 12 ft. F. Q. 9.
One Pattern 1437 Counting 7. Q. 1.
One Pattern 3778 Range Clock.
One Pattern 566? If ark VIII Pomaresq.
One Pattern 8011 Lessicator.

Tampions for 6" B.L. Mk.VII
Palls steel special for foot step 
bearing in pedestal. (Spares normally 

kept in depot)
Plugs, air hole cylinder.(To complete 

spares)
Washer spring , belleville for 

clamping gear .
Three pounder sub-calibre tLials.

(1 )
(2)

2 in No.
1 set

Pag-e 3 .. )
PORT STANLEY, FALKLAND ISLANDS. - FIXED ^DEFENCES . 
(Commodore, South America, No.089/310 of/25 th February; 1933)

12. In the event of a decision to mount and equip 
gun No. 1641 in a site remote from Sapper Hill, the 
following control instruments additional to those already 
supplied will be required, as indicated in 0. P. C. 62 5 M, 
paragraph 7, section 1,(a),(iii);-



b

0

3QScrip.tiP.-i of the ,'JePence.

(See Plan "B".)

ed due to 
difficult

(A) EXPLANATORY .IQTES REGARDING PLANS OF PROPOSED DEFENCES 03 
SAUER HILL.

6-inch

Gun Pits.
No 

with breast-works 
(Sangar type), 
tiie gun in the arcs of limited

to Commodore, S >uth Anvip.A?. Aw.
3'0

The defensive works are shown ia detail ia the plan.i the 
connecting trench is drawn arbitarily and nay Polio./ the easiest 
course providing that it passes more than 15 Peet Prom any other 
position or works.

1 gun together with its Shell ROum should be protected 
minimum height 4’and 15 to 30 Peet in depth 

. but to be increased ia height as necessary to meet 

. .. . P " 1 i'..l depression which should be deter­
mined as the positions are erected.
NOTE - The limit op depression above No 2 cun is horizontal 
minimum range obtainable 4,200 yards with Full charge.

no 2 gun pit is designed to be sunk into the rock cP the 
hill and breast-works to be ..djusted to the limits of depression 
as necessary.
Trench ..Sy st an.

The arc op possible attack by gunfire Prom sea extends Prom 
Port Fitzroy bearing South 55° West to the western end op port 
William bearing north <20° East (Llag,)

The arc op possible attack by land extends from the souther, 
side of I'ount Wickham heights South 70° West through south East 
and north to Saddle Hill in the West.

The observation and control hut (^wendix C) is situated in 
the crest op Sapper Hill with clear arc of view from 259° to 290° 
through North and East (Kag) and to a minimum range op 3,000 yards 
approximately. The total height op the erection above the 
present ground level is 3 Peet. Camouflage can be easily aplect- 

the natural surroundings which ill make the position 
to detect.

Is designed to be defiladed and immune Prom fire below 30° 
angle of descent Prom the sea but It is vulnerable to land 
artillery Prom iforth and Wes>. Protection of the magazine from 
this latter quarter can be accomplished by additional shell 
proof breast-woiks and roofing.

The capacity of the magazine with normal stowage is :- 
126 cases or 504 Full charges.

pull stowage is 156 cases of 624 Full charges of 
B.L. ammunition.

The Shell Stores (Sea Flan "c".)
Are designed to be immune from short range fire on all 

bearings upon the roof which is shrapnel and splinter 
proof.'
The Magazine (see Plan "D".)



*

that a .'ire fence be erected .'round the

X

Fitted lijiti.ij circuits are not contemplated, 
magazine hand laws ..ill provide all lighting necessary 
defence.

Page 3 of
(a) MHuUA-w Biss HBGffiftiatt. am. o mmmbb w^ess

QB 3APPEB HUB.
General Remarks .coneeriiiy, Ilan (sec Plan "C".)

Ali. positions are on sloping ground or near changes 
in levels and drainage is easily accomplished.

Earth works above all positions can be made to lie 
in the line of the curve of the hill and below the crest when 
viewed from seaward.

Gun emplacements are designed for all-round fire but 
protection may he improved if this is found to be unnecessary 
alter further iavestigatioa of the defence --,robl®.

’Ji th regard to concealment nd camouflage it is 
suggested that the rangefinder and control hut breast '.;ori.s 
should bo built before the rangefinder iserected and dazzle 
painting employed im..;oJ. .tely, aid tie raagefiatier moulting 

th canvas.
It is sag ;a;tod that before any ..ori. on the control 

position is commenced, f.. 1 . ------ _ ---- 1— ------ - 11-
proyosed positions.

Six ia the

rirl.riC;ir^it^._aadJi^iLlij^to»
A stock cf inert colls er old pattern Leclaache 

firing batteries ..111 be retired for this ..urpo.,e.
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materials

the crest of the 
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POLT STANLEY, FALKLAND ISLANDS. 
SITING OF SECOND SIX INCH GUN .

q5?

o 
fire from 

A gun sited near 
Canopus’hut would afford protection to the tanks in the

The oil tanks on Navy Peninsula are at present 
to direct fire from a ship at sea in the sector 135 

and to indirect

3.
Canopus hut,

— -- -1- —

1

V, 1933, 
of 18 th

secret

On my return to Port Stanley in February 
I received a letter from the Governor (No.o/JA 
January, 19 33) agreeing to the second gun’s being sited 
at the Canopus hut position, to be maintained in peace 
and manned in war by the Defence Force. He made it clear 
that the Falkland Islands Government could not undertake to 
move the gun there from Sapper Hill (whither it has just 
been moved from Mount Low by ’’Durban” ) but would supply- 
up to fifty labourers without charge, and 
and mechanical transport at actual cost.

The site in question,about 20C yards Fast of 
, provides an arc of direct fire to seaward 

from 055° to ?35° approximately, has a good view of the 
harbour and surrounding country and covers the entrances 
to Port VJilltara and Port Harriet.

Observation .and gunfire are partially obstructed 
by William Island to the North East, but fire could be 

* maintained‘in that small sector by indirect observation 
and by the use of half chaxgcs at short range.

4.
open 
to 120° approximately from the 
Berkeley Sound and from tue Southward.

sector of direct fire to a distance of 16-0C0 in Berkeley 
Sound to a minumum of 12000, and to the Southward in 
conjunction with Sapper Hill gun to approximately I 3300 
yards. The danger to the tanks from indirect fire 
would not then be great, but withobservation from air 
craft or from a position on shcre^would still be possible 
for a ship to lie in Berkeley Sound out of range of all 
guns and bombard Port Stanley.

At the first resting of the local defence 
committee on ?th December, I 932, I had occasion to point 
cut that though in view of the Falkland Islands Government, 
the Overseas Defence Committee had approved the siting 
of the second six inch gun on Sapper Hill, the Canopus hut 
position recommended in A. •■. I. letter 142 of 7th April, 
19 31 and quoted on page 7 of Overseas Defence Committee 
Memorandum 6?3M was still the better solution to the 
defence prob1em.

.3. The site is earth, rock and grass covered and 
it considered that by suitable excavations the gun position 
and protective works could be built inconspicuously below

THE CCrAODO-IN-CIIIEF, AMERICA AND VEST INDIES STATICT.
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8.

(Sgd.) R. H. O.

Commodore.

A sketch shoving the arcs of fire from the Sapper 
Hill and Canopus hut positions is enclosed.

PORT STANLEY, FALKLAND ISLANDS. 
SITING OF SECOND SIX INCH GUN. 

(Commodore, South America No.0201/310 of 25th February, 1935).

the crest of of the main hill. It is within easy reach 
of re-inforcements or protection by mounted infantry.

6. Alternative positions nearer Cape Pembroke which 
would afford a greater arc of fire have been investigated, 
and two found,^.one in the precincts of the lighthouse and 
another one mile West of it on a small rocky eminence. 
Both, however, suffer great disadvantages in regard to 
protection and vulnerability.

That near the lighthouse would experience considerable 
interference with the arc of fire by the lighthouse and 
buildings and return fire would entail destraction of the 
lighthouse and considerable damage to the gun crew from 
falling masonry.

A position in the rocky hill without overhead protection 
(which is impracticable) would be untenable under shell fire 
owing to the casualties that would result from the showers 
of rock splinters.

The ground to the Southward of Canopus hut is peat, 
rock and drift sand, which in wet weather would be most 
difficult to traverse, and a gun position in that vicinity 
would therefore require a permanent guard against surprise 
attack, as the long North shore offers considerable facilities 
for landing.

7. After the fullest consideration I recommend that 
six inch gun No.1641 should be moved to the Canopus hut site 
and mounted there by H.M. Ships visiting Port Stanley with 
the assistance offered by the Falkland Islands Government, 
and that a second rangefinder and set of control instruments 
for use at this point should be brought out by "York” or 
"Exeter”.
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some 1,500 yards North East from the former.

SITING and mounting of the secondSIX-INCH GUN.________
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of soft peat with an 18”

decision is made the question be fully 
investigated by exnerts as to whether the 
gun should be sited at the Canopus Hut position 

which are situated

overlayer of sand
It would appear from this that the

Director of Public Works. 6th November, 1933.

or at the Yorke Rocks,

s §

Colonial Secretary.
I beg to report that on Saturday the 

3rd November, 1933, I carried out trial borings 
with a view to ascertaining the nature of the 
subsoil in the vicinity of Canopus Hut. 
several trial holes and it would appear that 
the whole area is covered with 17'6" to 22'

possibility of siting the gun at this nosition 
requires some further investigation.

2. I would submit that before any definite

rrE.de
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at Port Stanley.
6th November, 1933.

Sir,
I have the honour to acknowledge the

receipt of your letter of 3rd November, 1933,
together with a cony of your letter to the
Commodore dated 24th April, 1933, and enclosures.

I have the honour to be,
Sir,

Your Excellency’s obedient servant,

CAPTAIN.

H.M.S. "DAUNTLESS”

His Excellency the Acting Governor, 
Port Stanley.



H.M.S. "DAUNTLESS",
at Port Stanley,

1933.

Sir,
With reference to your letter of 6th

November, 1933, with enclosure from the Director of
Public Works on the "siting and mounting of the
second six inch gun"; before sailing on 13th November
I will examine other sites in the vicinity for
suitability as regards arcs of fire, and will
communicate their positions to you.

2. If these sites can be inspected by the
Director of Public Works during the absence of H.Ivi.S.
"DAUNTLESS" a final site can be selected on my
return.

CAPTAIN.

His Excellency the Acting Governor, 
Port Stanley.

Sir,

7th November,

I have the honour to be,

Your Excellency’s obedient servant,



078/136 (M.Q.l.) The War Office,

17th July, 1933.

SECRET.

I am commanded by the Army Council to

despatch from the Governor of the Falkland Islands
relating to the fixed defences of the Colony.

2. I am to state that the Council will be
pleased to meet Secretary Sir Philip Cunliffe-Lister’s
wishes for the supply free of charge of three field
telephones and the necessary copies of the books of
reference.

3.

these stores.
I am etc.,

(sgd.) A.E.WIDDOWS.

I am to add that the Council would be glad 
to receive instructions regarding the despatch of

/

THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE, 
COLONIAL OFFICE, 

LONDON•

acknowledge the receipt of your letter 19243/33 

dated 24th June,

Sir,

WHITEHALL 9400,

1933, enclosing a copy of a

London, S.W.l.



Admiralty,

M.3286/33 31st August, 1933.

Sir,

the information of the Secretary of State for the
Colonies, that they are prepared to supply the
Falkland Islands Government with the following books
on repayment terms at the prices shewn*.

Rate Book of Naval Stores (1933-34) 17s. Od.

6d.

8s. 6d.
This arrangement would be in accordance with

the normal Admiralty practice when books of a similar
nature are supplied to Dominions or Colonial Govern­
ments •

The books quoted are those which it is
considered would be suitable for the requirements of
the Falkland Islands Government.

(sgd.) WILFRID MEQD

J

With reference to your letter of the
June No. 19243/33, I am commanded, by My Lords

THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE, 
COLONIAL OFFICE, 

S.W.l.

A24th

O.U. 5365(b) Priced Vocabulary of 
Ammunition pyrotechnic stores, 
Bombs, etc•

20,^

S.W.l.,

I am etc.,

%

O.U.5365(a) Priced Vocabulary of Guns, 
Small Arms, Anti Gas, Respirators etc.8s.

Commissioners of the Admiralty to acquaint you, for



3September

19243/33

Sir,
//ith reference to the letter from this

Department of the 24th June I am directed by
Secretary Sir Philip Cunliffe-Lister to transmit
to you, to be laid before the Lords Commissioners

the accompanying copy of a letter
from the tfar Office regarding the supply of certain
stores to the Government of the Falkland Islands in
connection with the fixed defences of the Colony.

I am to enquire whether their Lordships2.
would be willing to arrange for the transport of
these stores to Port Stanley in one of his Majesty’s
Ships when opportunity offers together with one
set of the books referred to in your letter
M.S286/33 of the 31st August •

I

ADMIRALTY.

.. offlSS.2X^733

THE SECRETARY,

of the Admiralty,



3. I am to add that payment for these
books will be arranged through the Crown Agents
for the Colonies in due course.

Sir 3
I am,

Your most obedient Servant,

H. T-



FALKLAND ISLANDS

•ith reference to Sir* Jaues 0 ’Grady *s

despatch ho-.5S of the 12 th April roi&ting to the fixed

defences of the Falkland X h&ve the honour to

info relation copies of correspond-transmit to you for year

and the .;‘d»ilrulty oxi the subject#e.uce riitji the ;iar Office

p. CUMLIFFE.LISTER.

Tub OFFICER AD^IuISTEROG

ThL GOVuRih/d-MT OF TuL

FALKLA^O ISJLAHDS.

JShCRhr
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sir,

1S33>

Sir.
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I hftvo the hoHoux* to be>
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f£Ô t0 f9/^‘

iwiblo Servant,
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SECRET.
MINUTE.

23 rd November,

Director of Public Works,ToFrom

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY,Stanley.

Stanley, Falkland Islands.

CANOPUS HUT GUN BATTERY.

of estimate and drawings.

Director of Public Works.

I

^^Xo.____________

(It is requested 
that, in any refer­
ence to this minute 
the above Number 
and the date may 
be quoted).

19 PO

I bev to submit, in duplicate, a report on the 
Canopus hut gun battery site together with basis



SECRET.

MINUTE.

£3 rd.. November,.

P iP.po r of r Lib 1 i c Wo rk s,From To

Stanley. THE COLONIAL SECRETARY,

Stanley, Falkland Islands.
I

CANOPUS HUT GUN BATTERY.

R.H.O.

I

Mly--------------
r (It is requested 
that, in any refer­
ence to this minute, 
the above Number 
and the date may 
be quoted).

the peninsula.
Lane-Poole, 

February, 1933 (reference 0201/310) special attention 
was paid to the site at Canopus hut; several trial 
holes had been prepared over the whole site and these 
were tested in the Captain's presence. The site, 
which proved most suitable from elevation, solidity 

, is shown ringed 
It is situated some

.S."Dauntless", i visited

of foundation and least depth of peat 
in red on the attached drawing.
123 yards Bast of the existing’Canopus hut’.
This site has since been thoroughly tested and the 
depths found proved to be the same as those 
previously obtained.

2. The position is almost on the crest of the hill; 
the ground slopes gradually to'the Bast, but changes 
quickly to the South, and drainage is therefore 
easily accomplished. Earthworks above positions can be 
made to lie in the line of the curve of the hill. 
The observation and control hut is situated in the 
crest of the hill and camouflage can be easily effected.

Further to my report of the 6th November, 1933, 
and reply from the Commanding Officer, H. ,.S. 
"Dauntless" dated 7th November, 1933, regarding 
the site for the six-inch gun No. 1641, I beg to 
report that on Friday the 10th November, 1933, 
in company with Captain C.0.Alexander, R.N. and 
the Gunnery officer, H

In view of the report from Commodore 
.B.E., R.N., dated 25th



1o

but the arcs5

Director of .. ublic forks.

shrapnel and splinter proof.
3. i have prepared plans and estimates for 

placing the gun on the site shown 
of fire and positions given in degrees should not 
be taken as accurate - these are only approximate 
for the purpose of drawing up plan etc.

Jn closures.Estimate for work.Drawings.(in duplicate;.

The gun with its shell room will be protected 
as they will be sunk below the level of the 
surrounding ground. The shell store and 
communication trenches will be covered so as to be



CANOPUS HUT GUN BATTERY.

ESTIMATE POE 1641.

SUMMARY OF' ESTIMATES.

d.s.

154. 13. 9.II. 3. 116. 17. 6.

I6C. 4. 0.4. 0. 0. 0.

(3). Gun Pit etc. 8. 7. 333.I,115. 14. 7. 6. 0.

(4;. Shell Room. 131.2. 107. Q O

184.274. 0. 90. 0. 0.

889.0. 0. 0.0. 0.TOTAL /

£2,170. n

■Mb L

(5). Unclimable fencing 
to enclose area.

1,281.
X------

£2,170.

GUN HOTORN FOR SIX-INCH

(I).

/

Observation andControl hut position.270.

Common i cat i on and Ammunition trenches. 271.

782.

d.

(2;.

s.

no.

PORT STANLEY, FALKLAND ISLANDS.

238. 10.

Total Lst imate.

0.

oaterlais. cC

Estimated labour and materials s eparatelv.Labour.s.

9. II.



(I).

and ammunition ’trench from shell room and

Sides to be

The side timbers are

I

4.’- O”

/"boards

3'Wn

VY

i i

0

C'OMftJNICATIQ... j. 7) ~X b.l IT ION
C ommun i c at i on 
control hut and

_____________  __________  GffQU/VP

XX X XXX -

V
4"x V

timbers, 2’6” apart, which are 
driven through the peat and into the clay with 

a small pile driver. 3" x 2" timber runners top and 
bottom and 4" x 3” bearers top and bottom with the 
necessary duckrun on bottom.
to be backed with galvanized sheeting for supporting 
the peat, and the roof is to be covered with the same 
material for supporting the earth and clay for 
protection.

50 yards run of trench system as sketch and estimate below.

to gun pit covered so as to be shrapnel 
and splinter proof, bottom to be drained with 6” 
stoneware pipes in rubble filled trench, 
supported with 9” x 3” 
to be

-4"x3"



ER.T.IT-'ATE ?GR TRENCHING (PER YARD RUN).
d.c?

Excavate anfl wheel to dump. 4. 6.i.

18.6” drain in rubble trench. o.
16.12 ft x 9'" x 3!T2 NO.

4.3.i*? X 2" it ..-•y

8.2.7? 77

4|4.7 7tvX I”
18. 0.@ 8d.27 ft. run galvanized sheeting.

4.i 4d.4 lbs. Nails. i.

3.I cubic yd. u.

2. op

5.

9.£4. 18.Per yard run. 

13. 9.24.Contingencies and supervision.

Estimated labour 
I?

 ■- *_

f 
i

s

-

9"

3/-

10%’

1.1/3 lengths 3'
2/3rds ” 4” x

~ s d116. 17. 6.

3/-.
a I/3d.

3"

cub.yds @
1 yard 9 18/- 

.P.timbers @ 8/- 
2/6d.

O 4/- 
9 3/6d.

£271. II. 3.

£271. II. 3.

materials.. 154. 13. 9.

 

/ '

filling on top.
yards turfing & camouflage.

Driving 9H x 3” timbers, framing timber supnorts and fixing corrugated iron including transoorr of materials to site, etc. Say per yard run.

5G yards run trench system 9 £4.18. 9..... 246. 17. 6.



*

(2).

OBSERVATION AND CONTROL HUT POSITION.

16.28.

Concrete for floor, roof and walls.
0.125. 0.<? £5.25 cub.yds

7. 10.Say.Re-inforcement for above.
5. 0.i?

3. 0u.

6.7.30.

9.

3.6.10.

2. Tr>Setting up instruments on completion.
12. 9.£245.

24. II.IO;? contingencies and supervision. O.

£270. 4. 0.

Estimated labour
0.no.materialsn

4. 0.

z

d0.

s.3.

0
1

Strong door and frame.
Shutters for closing apeture when not 
in use.

24.

160. S4. ■

:■

d0.

Rock filling around walls and for base.81 cub. yds © 7/6d.

Turfing and camouflage.
165 yds 3 I/3d.

ixcavating neat and transporting to dump.161 cub.yds © 3/-.

£270.

Drainage from floor and walls to low level or connect to drain from gun nit, 6” with rubble filling.32 yards run S 18/-.

Breastwork for upper part of hut and rangefinder. „ ,60 cub.yds J 3/-.



(3).

FOBBING gw PIT.

ds.
2. 0.212.

0.77. G.

79. 19. 0.

0.240. 0.

0.187. 10.

54. 0.

Fixing timbers for ted and moving gun 150. 0.0.Say.into position.

13. 15. 0.

0.
7.contingencies and supervision.

7.

782 7.
333. 6. 0.n

7.

Estimated labour...
materials

10%

£1,1X5. 14.

8.

Earth filling between rock and neat.533 cub. yds @ 3/-.

Forming breastwork of rock to sunport 
the peat face.

77 cub.yds @ £1.

r'ock filling between piers.500 cub.yds » 7/6d.

Concrete foundations for gun timbers.
48 cub.yds @ £5.

£1,014. 6.
101. 8.

Excavating peat and transporting to dump.1,414 cub.yds @ 3/-.

Turfing around site on completion, for camouflage. , n220 sup yds -J I/3a.

£1,1X5. 14.

Drainage from gun pit at an average death of 10 ft. ‘60 yds run 6" drain. G 18/-.



(4).

and walls to low

Concrete
0125. 0.

Re-inforceraent for the above. 7. 10.Say.

Strong door and frame, steel faced. 8. 0u .

2. 15. 0
Earth 3/-. 4. Plcub. yds 1U.

hand packed.8 cub. yds j 10/-.

2. 15.Turfing and camouflage. 44 yds © I/3d.

6.II. 10.Timber base and rack supports for shells.

6.
21. 13.contingencies & supervision. d.

2.

9. II.131.Estimated labour
0.tt

I 1■a.

s0.

roof and walls.25 cub.yds w £5.

30.
d0.

3.
2.

Materials.... 107.
£238. 10.

10.

filling over.

Excavating
U 3/-.

10%

Drainage level or gun pit.

Rock filling around walls and for base.
34 cub. yds u 7/6d.

^j^sporting to dump 
200 cubic yds .

Ou

g peat and

Rock bursting course,

£238. 10.

eiiecueo., 
t

and walls to low connect, to dram from
12 yards 1 18/-.

4.

216. 16.

16.

for floor,



(5).

600 yards run Fencing. ■3 4/id. 122. TO

Extras.
6.8. 12.5 No.

2. 19.2 No. u

I Jo.
5. 5. 0.

5 No. 0o. c.
10.

30. 0.

0. 0.

16. 6.

0.pay, . . .

0.90.

0.n

0 •

i

camouflage can be easily effected.

V
j

o,
0.

.c274.

Estimated labour 
mat erials .184.

£274.

2.

NOTE.

Delivery,

ERECTION.
Transport to site levelling, concrc erection of fencing.

freight, landing etc. charges on ab ove.

o. excavating earth, eting standards and Say.

uuc mu. ano.

and 100.

with strong lock and keys
Quarter mile coils barbed wire. J 12/-
Add for additional bolts etc.

£274.

Corner straining pillars. J 34/6d.
Gate pillars. 0 29/6d.
9 ft wide double gate and frame 

j.

 TO WL0SEJ® BITT®,

Chain link fencing, oatent ’Grano’ process. Fencing 6 feet high with bent over arms'on standards uo cany 3 lines of barbed wire. (On similar lines to bne fencing at the Admiralty Tireless Station).
Owing to the very gradual slope of V1®. it will be necessary to fence some di- from the gun to enclose the bauiery .



STANLEY.

28tli November, 1935.FALiCLAND ISLANDS.

No. S/4/52.

Sir,

With reference to your letter dated tho 7th
regarding the siting and mounting of the

second six inch gun, I have now the honour to
transmit for your information a copy of a Minute

together with estimates and plans for placing
the gun on the new site which is stated to be
some 125 yards East of the ’Canopus hut’ site

I have the honour to be,
Sir,

Acting Governor.

Captain C. 0. Alexander, R.N., H.M.S. "Dauntless”, 
at STANLEY.

Your obedient servant,

instant,

GOVi^NMENT HOUSE,

by the Director of Public Works on the subject,



—-

.Admiralty, S.W*1.
19553.

Sir,
With reference to your letter No. 19843/33

of the 20th instant, I am. commanded by My Lords
Commissioners of the .dmiralty to acquaint you, for
the information of the Secretary of State for the
Colonies that They will be pleased to arrange for the
stores detailed in ’7 ar Office letter 078/136 (M.O.l)
of 17th July lust to be conveyed to Port Stanley in
one of H.M.Ships.

The first suitable opportunity will occur2.
when H.M.S.EXETER leaves Devonport for the South
America Station, probably about 12th November next.
A further opportunity is expected to occur in
January 1934.

arrangements are being made for the books3.
detailed in Admiralty letter M.3286/33 to be
despatched in H.M.S.EAETER.

copy of this letter is being sent to the4.
War Office.

I am, &c., 
(Signed) V.W.Baddeley.

The Under Secretary of State, 
Colonial Office, S.W.l.

30th September,



1933,

4

In addition 

/«T
3^ 50

60

. , . ✓ f7 -
3^1

6" Practice projectiles.
3 pdr sub calibre rounds together with the 

necessary clips.
3 pdr sub calibre ammunition boxes.

9-
His Excellency the Acting Governor, 

Port Stanley.

6. The memoranda of examination of these two guns 
have been brought up to date from the result of these 
inspections and have been returned to the Colonial 
Office, Stanley.

7- In accordance with my letter to Your Excellency 
dated 7th November, 1933, the 12 foot FQ2 rangefinder 
has been repacked and embarked in H.M’.S. "DAUNTLESS" 
for return to store. The new rangefinder should be 
handed over to the Falkland Island Government by 
H.M.S. "EXETER" when she visits the Colony on 
23rd February, 1934-

S. As stated in my letter dated 11th November, 
the following practice ammunition has been taken on 
charge by the Adjutant of the Falkland Island Defence 
Force.

Your Excellency,
I have the honour to report as follows 

regarding progress made with the fixed defences of 
Port Stanley during the present visit of H-M.S- "DAUNTLESS".

2. Six inch gun No.1641 and its P.III Mounting 
have been moved from Sappers Hill to a position 200 
yards east of Canopus Hut.

3. The hill on which Canopus Hut is situated 
has been carefully surveyed and a series of trial 
borings have been taken to ascertain the nature of the 
subsoil- Resulting from this survey a position 123 
yards east of Canopus Hut has been chosen as the most 
suitable place for building the gun emplacement-

4. The Director of Public Works, who assisted 
in the choosing of this site, has made out drawings of 
the proposed gun emplacement, shell room, control room 
and communic.„tion trenches, together with an estimate 
of the cost both for material and labour-

5. Six inch guns Nos. 1305 and 1641 have been 
examined and measured, both guns being found serviceable. 
Copies of my report on these inspections to the Ordnance 
Depot, Woolwich, on form S.1404 are attached for your 
inf ormation•

H.M.S. "DAUNTLESS", 
at Port Stanley.

6th December, 1933-



2

I have the honour to be

0. A*
Your Excellency,

Your most obedient servant

Page

CAPTAIN.

9. In addition I have taken on charge from the 
Adjutant to the Falkland Islands Defence Force 32 
empty 3 pdr cartridge cases and 3 empty 3 pdr 
Hotcnkiss ammunition boxes, with a view to returning 
them to the armament depot and obtaining credit for 
the Falkland Islands Government. No guarantee for this 
credit can be given.

10. A report of these transactions has been made 
to the Admiralty for finaneial adjustment-

11. The artillery section of the Defence Force 
has been given six half days instruction in gun drill, 
control, and in maintainance of material, culminating 
in a sub calibre firing from the six inch gun mounted
on Sappers Hill- Throughtout this period of instruction 
both officers and men have shown. exceptional keenness 

and have nr.de parked progress-
12. In order to obtain continuity in the 

instruction of this section and to ensure that a consistent 
fire control procedure is adopted, I am enclosing a pamphlet 
on the fire control arrangements for the information*of1
the officer commanding the artillery section. A cony of 
this pamphlet together with a detailed reoort on the± 
instruction given is being forwarded to the Co'iimodore, 
South America-

nr.de
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ISLAMS.

14til December, 1933.

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt

and to thank you for youx* ropox’t regarding progress

made with the fixed defences of Port '.-tanley during

the recent visit of 1

I am glad to learn that the Artillery2.
Section of the Falkland Islands Defence Force have
shewn exceptional keenness and have made marked
progress in gun drill.

I have to thank you for the pamphlet on3.
the fire control arrangements which you kindly
forwarded fore the information of the Officer
Commanding the Artillery Section*

M. Craigie-Halkett.

Acting Governor.

■?waun bless'- •

No. S/4/gga

of your letter dated the 6th of December,

GovriN'i-house,
STCilFAr,

1933 ,

Sir 3

sir,

CO/.rVjmiNG OFFICER,
H.li.S. DAUNTLESS",C/o G.P.O.

LONDON.

Your obedient servant,

I hnve the honour to be,



MINUTE.

J-il.th.....D.e..c.e.m.b..e.r.. 19 33.

From To .The..Adjutant,

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY, Falkland ...Islands... Defence... Force ,

Stanley, Falkland Islands. ■3-TAIJXEYr-

I am directed by the Acting Governor to forward to you, for
Artillery Sectionthe information of the officer Commanding the

three copies of a pamphlet which has been
11.3.

for 0 Genial Secre tary.

No. 3/4/3o.
(It is requested 

that, in any refer­
ence to this minute 
the above Number 
and the date may 
be quoted.)

r e garA ing the f i re"Dauntless"

 of the Defence Force,

received from the Captain of
control arrangements of the Section



19-53.

sir.

1933

X

informed big that he had. received

instructions frora the Admiralty to proceed with the work

Accordingly wi-ii the assistance ofat Canopus Hut.
some fifty labourers --’Mg available by this Government
free of charge the .-vr. xas removed to its new position
but-it. has not been mounted or handed over.

.’o complete the gun position at Canopus Hut
A

certain work as detailed in the enclosed plan -and

is required at a cost of £2,170.

In this connection I have to refer to paragraph 6 of Sir

in connection with the

fall on

and to

Sir,

9

i

with reference to paragraph 3 of sir James 0’ many’s 
tho subject

You? most obedient humble servant

and. the construction of

Imperial funds, 
if required, to supply the materials necessary 

the work at actual cost.
propared., 

carry out

G0VLL7.LLT LO’J.SU,

1 ©xander, K .N.,

»■» n L?,

i-i.Lia.AKD

Captain a. o.

13th December,

I
ItCs crn-6 

/
3.

Director of Public v.orks,

i!Daun tloss-'

Secret despatch of th© 18th of .April, 1933, on 
of the siting of tho second six-inch gun at Stanley, 
have the honour to report that on arrival of L.ii.s,

on the 37 th of October, 1933,

specification,

I have the honour to bo,

James O’Grady’s Secret despatch of the 18th of April, 1933, 

and also to para. 7 of Enclosure 7.1 of the same despatch, 

in which it is recowenfled that the total e.-.pendiuuro 
mounting o" second six-inoh gun 

the position at Canopus iiut should 

the colonial Cavcrment being

of transporting this gun from tapper ’lill to a position

Of 3f;,TE -Alii THE OOLdlil'L.
M. C11AIGIE-HALKETT.

viiich have been prepared by ?:r. Roberts,

J.SU


193^

yay;; '.via.
too fizsb del’cncs; of and to

-H,

(Signed) pj.Yj/0UTI1

for the •■■••v y of Ptato.

i

I

i

\

1
\
\
\
\
\

\
\

I h. V’j ; honour to refer to Secret

'■ ;

"ttp CO$t

tfFICER AD' I^X.^riG
ff’E GOWJd.yRi' 0:.‘

•l:'.' ?AuCI/'r; IdLrBJY.

• ;ir,

Your ofc jdieitt..

a .b.’■■■’<■!.: :b?-: hor:<>'.s:’ tv h-?s

Downing ttrsct,
1 G «Tanu&J&. 
i/

humble ®.©rverit>t

,.®A d

: ’. tc'.i Of t: V y:1-';/ of Lie’JtordJC^1.
tho 5-'X: I d1 Islams, 

dddra you thM too Crowfi Yura,:; o.yv til® Adlani-' 
:.;ro fielYic. oy .thcrioe;! to nay ta. tt,? ’.d'.ilralty -Cvo\ 

y.'ikl''< ■■; * -v? ti>.-.' ;ir:; iix ,;i. l;'-t XO toing

01 OO'drUJi /d. olToloy bookr : :Ui.o<} PC

thy. ■ iovih’jw’nt of ';/• o rdiRXar ' loldufis,.'



MINUTE.

19 3429th. March,.

From To The Hon...Treasurer, 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY,

Stanley, Falkland Islands.

2.

Acting Colonial Secretary.

Stanley.

No- S/4/32.
(It is requested 

that, in any refer­
ence to this minute 
the above Number 
and the; date may 
be quoted.)

I am directed by the Acting Governor to inform you that 
the Crow Agents have been authorised by the Secretary of 
State for the Colonies to pay to the Admiralty from Falkland 
Islands funds the sum of £1. 15. 10 being the cost of certain 
Admiralty books supplied to the Government.

I am to add that the amount in question should be 
brought to account as a charge against Head XVI. MILITARY, 
10. Upkeep of six-inch guns.



Decode.

TELEGRAM

From Secretary of State for the Colonies,

To Falkland islands.

1835.28th May,Despatched : Time :

1100.19 34.29th May,Received: Time :

19 34.

H. E. The Governor

No,24. Secret. My secret despatch April 6th Falkland islands Defences. After general review of the whole of the position Overseas Defence Committee consider immediate aim is the provision and installation of only such items of defence as will enable peacetime practice to be carried out with both six inch guns and suggest following items should be taken in hand at once \a) Sapper’s Hill provision of observation and control , position carry out repairs to gun(b) Canopus Hut provision of gun pit and installation of gun. " : D-)pS- Pro Vis'! on of observation and control position at a suitable central position.Provision of minimum arrangements necessary for storage of cordite as indicated in my despatch under reference.It is not considered necessary to provide communication or 
ammunition trench at gun sites or to enclose area round guns 

/ by



Decode.

From 

To

Time :19Despatched:

Time :19Received:

- 2 -
TELEGrR-A-M).

by unclimbable fence unless in your opinion this latter measure 
is essential.
As regards labour costs it is hoped to reduce these by using 
as far as possible Naval personnel during visit of His Majesty's 
Ship Exeter probably in November next.
In order that as much work as possible, and especially mounting 
of gun at Canopus Hut position may be undertaken during this

I visit, it will be necessary for excavations fo.r gun put_and 
concrete foundations for gun platt'ornTtimbers to be completed

' before that date;Elease inform me by telegram(One) Whether you agree to above suggestions if so (two) Amount and nature of material required to be sent out from England(three) Amount and nature of material available locally (Four) /



Decode.

From 

To

Despatched: 19 Time :

Received: 19 Time :

- 3 - 
TELEGRAM.

(Four) What portion of expenses the Colony is prepared to bear.
4 second set of Control instruments will be supplied and repairs 
to Sapper Hill range finder will both be carried out as charge 
to Navy vote.Arrangements for providing outfit of cordite will be taken in 
hand when suitable magazine acconmodation available.

Secretary of State.



and

FALKLiUiD ISLANDS.

lALdiDjk

Sir,

Downing Street,
April, 1934.

IH3 0 FPIC IB ADA INI ST •] i .1 I i»
TH 3 GOV WAS? OF Til"

/I; 
that the major portion of the works proposed; i 

to bo carried out in connection with the oraol accent
♦ 

of the six-inch guns, need not be carried out at pre son’ 
but, in accordance with Oversea Defence Oomittee
?J.8morandura. No. 623-M, might be reserved until hostilit: 

appeared inrjinent;
(d) that the provision of funds for ’shat my 

be agreed upon as necessary works, should be discus;’sc

bet*

by the Oversea defence Oocriittce at their meting held 
on the 3rd of August, 1933, which was attended by you, 
and. the conclusions reached by the Committee were:-

(a) that the admiralty should take up -nth the 

Naval Gonmnder-in-Chief the question of the removal of 
the six-inch gun, recently moved to Sapper Hill, to 

the neighbcuiiiood of Canopus Hut;
(b) that, iu existing circumstances, the six-inch 

guns at Port Stanley constituted a reasonable ccaln of ■ 
defence, and a sufficiently affective deterrent to i 
attack;

(c)

I have the honour to refer to Sir James 
O’Grady's Secret des satch of ths 18th of April, 1933, 
Hr. Craigie-Halkett’s Secret despatch of the 16th of 
December, 1933, regarding the siting of two six-inch guns 

at Stanley.
2. The earlier of these desnatches was considered



F

in the

no sufficient case has been made

(ii)

ikI: (iii)

(iv)

(v) may be of 
is conpatiblo

wi th

7>

t,
the costs submitted coal 1 be

The

the

between the Colonial Office and the Colonial Secretary, 
to theFalkland Islands, with reference, as necessary,

pno., cartridge store will he required for the 
storage of cartridges only (Croup III).
Area, required for 300 full charge cartridges to 
include 50; working space - 108 square feet, 
queep jqu-. .tubes can be stored on shelves in ths 
existing shell atore.
?os it ion. Cite chosen should be remote from 
residences and population as well as from 
property of value. The minimum distance from 
any public building’ should be 6c< yards and SCO 
feet fran. any other explosive st ora. 
Construction. The ’’caririhm store” 
as light a form of construction as

question of the minimum arrangements necessary for the 
storage of ammunition, etc., and it is considered that 
peace time requirements ".111 be riot if tho fell owing 
conditions are observed:-

(i)

Sendee Depaxdiaents;
(e) that having: in mind ths previously exoreos.ed 

•7il.lingi.ns3 of the Colony to shoulder its o-m defence 
responsibilities, anf in viem of the fact the 

■O'- dtieo'c opinion, 
subs tant ial 1 y re du. c a i, 
out for the surq-nation that tbs defence of i'ort Star.lev 
should nov; become an hnj^rial responsibility.

3» -the ;ar Office ha vs sin co advised on the



(vi) should be

(vii)

as

»

:
/

/

//

of

4.

The,

Sir,
Your most obedient, 

humble servant,

with sufficient strength for stability, 
resistance to weather, and unlawful entry, 
material used must not be of an inflatable 
character. Height from ground level to eaves 
should be'about 8 fact.
Traversing. The "cartridge store” 
traversed all round. Ho traverse should bo lass 
than 2 feet thick at its narrowest part.

a precaution against 
damage from outside all am;lunitioh, except plugged 
shall and 3-..A.A.., should, as far as possible, be 
stored in splinter-proof sheds. Three layers 
sendbags may be considered splinter-proof.
The cost of -these works will fall to be borne upon 

the funds of tte Colony.
I have the honour to be,



Decode.

TELEGRAM.
Stanley.From

The Secretary of State for the Colonies,To

Despatched :

Received :

Secret.
Time :

in light of original ; taken over it is

H. E. The.... GrO ve r n or,

6th June, 1934 19 Time: 1530.

| understanding on which six inch guns are being
i portion of cost of installation i.e. any expenditure of a capital 
; nature. Otherwise I agree generally in suggestions made except that 

(c) provision of observation and control position at a suitable 
central position appears to require detailed examination which 
might await next visit of one of His Majesty’s Ships.
Consider that (a) Sapper’s Hili provision of observation and contrOj 
position carry out repairs to gun and (b) Canopus Hut provision of 
gun pit and installation of gun should be undertaken in the first | 
place and am prepared to recommend that in the case of these two I 
items this Government might give free services by way of supervisil 
and might meet half the cost of local labour employed. I
Materials required for above works are all available locally and I 
consist principally of (1) Cement 75 casks of 400 lbs each (2) I 
timber for sheeting concrete (3) explosives for blasting rock anrt I 
(4) tools including drills. 6 ■

GOVERNOR. ■

... ... ... 19

Your No.24. submit that, No. 29,
i not~equitable that"this“Government”'should be expected to bear any 

II nnpf.inn n-F nncjf. n+‘ vnc«t.al 1 fiti nn T _ A _ PYH7 PYnfindi tllTR nf A. Can it, Al



Decode.

TELEGRAM

The. Secretary., of ...StatesFrom 

...H*E.. ...the...Governor... .Stanley.To..

Time : IIQO19 3418th Jane,Despatched :

Time :19Received: 19th June, 110034

No 29 Your telegram 29 I presume (c) should referSecret.
provision for storage of Cordite at Central position and not
to observation and control position. Please confirm Urgent.

Secretary of State.



Decode.

TELEGRAM.

. ...The Governor-.--- Stanley*From

To The Secretary of State for- the Colonies•

Time :19Despatched: 20th June, 1150.34.

Time :19Received:

Governor.

No.32. Secret. Your telegram No.29 I regret there has teen some confusion 
in regard to (c) due to an error in decoding. Please add under (t>) in my 
telegram No.29 provision of observation and control position. Further 
materials required therefor are available locally and comprise 25 casks 
of cement as well as various timber ironwork tools etc.
I consider provision of storage for outfit cordite also to be of capital 
nature. In any case it has become necessary to construct out of Colonial 
Funds new and separate magazine in replacement of existing one; in order 
to accommodate inter alia reserve of .303 ammunition and practice cordite.



Decode.

TELEGRAM.
The .Seore.taryof ...State... for....the. Colonies.From

His Excellency the GovernorTo...

Time :19 34 09.15.Despatched: 9th July,

Time :11th July, 19 34 11.00Received,:

No.35. Secret. Your telegram No. 32.

kSECRETARY OF STATE.

?

_____  As it is desirable that all 
possible preparatory work on Canopus Hut gun position should, be 
completed, before the arrival of H.M.S. "Exeter” in November please 
inform me by telegram total estimated, cost of labour and. materials 

(a) provision of observation and. control position
(b) provision of observation and. control position 

(c) provision for storage of cordite 
Estimate should, exclude cost of any

required for
at Sappers Hill 
and mounting at Canopus Hut 
at suitable central position.
work that might reasonably be undertaken by personnel of H.MTs. Ship. 
Full details of work considered to come within this category should 
however be stated. Estimates for (a) (b) and (c) should also indica 
amount in each case which Colony is prepared to meet.



S'74/32.O’ M.P~.

SUW.OY OF ESTIMATES.

hi'-

53.147.

18.12.30.

£71.£159.£230.

CANOPUS.

220.720.940.

80.270. 190.

150.150.

115.75.190.

565.985.£1,550.

(iv). I: 8ft86.£170. AS

£720.£1,950.

23rd July,1934.

Cordite store in central position.

STORES.£TOTAL.
“£F

LABOUR.£.

£1,230.TOTAL FOR SAPPER HILL, CANOPUS AND CORDITE STORE.

(i). Observation and control position, Sapper Hill.
(ia). Repairs to gun platform (as mentioned in telegram (red 84 in M.P. S/4/32).

(ii) . Gun pit and drainagefrom pit.
(iii) . Observation and controlposition.
(iiia). Timbers etc. required for piling, sheeting and strutting etc.
(iiib). Living hut and cookhouse for 16 men near site.

SAPPER HILL GUN POSITION.

200.



estimate Ci),
OBSERVATION AND CONTROL POSITION AT SAPPER HILL.

£. s.

© 38/- 66. 0. 0. 0. 076. 0. 0.

30. 0. 0. 0. 060. 0.0.
2. 0. 0. 3. 0. 0.5.Strong door & frame. 0. 0.1 No.

2. 0. 0. I. 0. 0.3. 0. 0.

I. 13.3.I. 13. 3.

2. 0. 0.5. 10.0.7. 10. 0.

17. 0. 0.0. 0.

4. I. 0.4. (D. 0.
2 cub.yds.

15. 03. I. 0.3. 16. 0.© 38/-
Levelling u; I. 5. 0. 15. 0down.2. 0. 0.concrete &

2.10. 0. 2.10. 0.

4. 0. 0.6. 0. 0.10. 0. 0.
£194.10.3.

3.19. 9.5. 9.9.Contingencies. I.10. 0
 

£147. 0. 0. £53. 0. 0£200. 0. 0.
 

£12. 0. 0. £18. 0. 0
 

at an estimated cost of £30. 0. 0.

Drainage from hut to low level.
40 cub.yds. Breastwork,for upper

@ 8/6d. 17.

LABOUR. £. s. d. STORES £. s. d.
40 cub.yds. Blasting in solid rock <
12 cub. yds. Sheet in, 

an

81 sup.yds.

10.

ESTIMATE.37

REPAIRS TO GUN PLATFORM.
To be repaired with concrete

30.

Setting instruments on completion.

part of hut and rangefinder r

Shutters for closing aneture when not in use.

_p base with bolting

Turfing & camouflage 
© I/-

Blasting in solid rock for base of range­finder & 38/-

Removal of shells from existing dug-out at Sapper Hill during blasting operations storing elsewhere and returning when work is complete.

9| cub.yds. Rock filling around walls for drainage.@ 3/6d.

g and concret- walls, floor roof © £5.



d.

30. 0. 0172.10.0.202.10. 0.

4. 0. 073. 0.0.77. O. 0.

50 cub
86. 0. 0114. 0.0.200. 0.0.

40. 0. 0156. 5.0.5. 0.

300 cub .yds. Earth fill ini 45. 0. 045. 0.0.

13.15.@ I/3d. 15.0. 0.13.

2. 0. 08. 0. 0.0. 0.10.

90. 22. 0.010. 0.112. 10. 0.

18. 0.05. 0.@ 7/6d. 8.5. 0.26.

18. 0.0Contingencies.
0. 0.£720. 0. 0.£220. 0.0£940.

concrete piers and around sides. O'

893.
46. 15. 0

ESTIMATE fil).
GUN PIT AT CANOPUS POSITION INCLUDING DRAINAGE ___ TO LOW LEVEL.____________

300 cub.yds. Earth filling between rock & peat.® 3/-
220 supyds. Turfing around site

STORES. £. s. d.LABOUR. £. s. d.

5. 0. 691. 5. 0. 202. 0.0
28.15. 0.

(Note. Fixing of gun timbers for bed and moving gun into position at Colonial estimate of £150 to be done by H.M.S."Exeter” during visit in November 1934).

ESTIMATE.£. S.

on completion.
Shelter on site for workmen and for tool shed and storing materials.(Removal and re-erection of existing Canopus Hut with repairs to same.)

750 cubic yards Excavating peat to solid for drainage trench for 70 yds to low level including timbering. Average depth 10 ft. @ 3/-
70 yds run. 6" drain from pit

1350 cub.yds. Excavating peat from gun pit and trans­porting to dump including timbering. @ 3/-
77 cub.yds. Forming breastwork of rock to support peat face above gun foundations @ £1.

.yds. Concrete found­ations for gun pit. ®£4.
550 cub.yds. Rock filling between

© 7/6d. 206.



ESTIMATE (ill).
OBSERVATION AND CONTROL POSITION AT CANOPUS.

s. d£.

42.10. 0. 10. 0. 052. 10. 0.

5. 0. 05. 0. 21. 5. 0.26.
5. 0. 0I.15. 0.18 yds run 6” drain.

58. 0. 0. 42. 0. 0@ £4. 100. 0. 0.
3. 0. 04. 0. 0.7. 0. 0.Re-inforcement for above.
3. 0. 02. 0. 0.5. 0. 0.Strong door and frame.

3. 0. 0. 2. 0. 0. I. 0. 0

46. 5. 0. 10. 0. 0
 

56. 5. 0.

177. 15. 0. 79.0. 0£256.15. 0.
5. 0.12. I. 0.013. 5. 0.Contingencies.

 

£270. 0. 0. £190. 0. O.£8O. 0.0
  

/I
I

25 cub.yds. Concrete for walls, floor and roof i

150 cub.yds. Rock filling around walls and for base from hard bottom. @ 7/6d.

LABOUR. STORES.S. d. £.

175 c.yds. Excavating for drainage from control position to connect to drainage from

Shutters for closing apeture when not in use.

350 cub.yds Excavating peat for position and transporting to dump, including timbering 
@ 3/-

ESTIMATE.

gun pit, including timbering, 18 yds long @ 3/-
@ 7/6d. 6. 15. 0.



OTHER MATERIALS.

60 lengths Sandy Point timbers © 6/3d. 18. 15. 0.

160 It

@ 9/3d. 74. 0. 0.
IIO !!

© 4/- 22. 0. 0.

© 4/6d. 21. 12. 0.

© 2d.lb 18. 8.I cwt. Nails.

7. 10. 0.
3. 15. 0.

£148. 10. 8.

SAY.... £150.

Note.

Rubber thigh boots.
Rubber knee boots

@ 30/-
© 15/-

2” x 8” x 12 fts (for platform & walings)
Sandy Point timbers 3” x 9" x 12 fts (for piling).
Sandy Point timbers 3” x 4” x 12 fts (for stays etc).

ESTlWE(lIIa).
TIMBERS REQUIRED FOR WORK AT CANOPUS SITE, AND

The necessary timbers required for piling sheeting and strutting the control position excavations, drainage trench from control position to gun pit and the drainage trench from gun pit to low level to be utilised from the above timbers required for gun pit excavations.

5 pairs.
5 "

96 sheets Corrugated iron 7 fts. (for sheeting behind timbers)



2.
4.

7.

£190. 0. 0

£75.Estimated labour
£115Estimated stores

!! 
ff 
H 
ft 
H

3.3.

SX boarding Bolts, 7" x 6” x

2.18.5.5.5.

ESTIMATE Ciii Cb).
LIVING HUT FOR 16 men NEAR SITE.AT CANOPUS.

CONVERSION AND EXTENSION OF A HUT AT THE WIRELESS STATION FOR THE PURPOSE.

© 5d. screws etc.: and laying.

43672 ft run.108 432 342 250 530

14 Igths 
u tt

tf
9. 0.14. 0.7. 015. 018. 06. 15. 0I. 15. 8.2. 66. 3

23. 14. 06. 4.8. 015. II. 82. 3.I.II.17. 10. 02. 12. 0.16. 8.0. 00. 00. 00. 00. 012. 14. 9.

It” x 3” I" x 9” I" x 3” Flooring. Matching.

2" x 4” x 15 fts © 3/6d. 2” x 4” x 12 fts @ 2/5d.
S.P.timbers, 3” x 4" x 12 fts. © 3/6d. t! - . - - ' - -

ft 
2” x 3” deal. !! 

!! 
ff

79 sheets.2 "8 rolls34 shts.18 No.18 No.I No.I No.40 ft run

© 2id@ 2d.@ 3fd.© ltd.@ 3d.@ I|d
Corrgt iron 8 fts. Flat iron. Roofing felt. SX boarding Bolts, 7” x t” ” 6” x t"No.9 "Stanley" range Slow combustion stove.. Timber 9" x l|2 Nails, hinges, sere Piles for building Floor covering etc. Cooking utensils etc. Earth closet. Transport.

© 6/-© 3/2.@ 18/6d.© 9/2d.@ ltd© Ifd.



r
ESTIMATE (iv).

s.630 No. 39.15.039.15. 0.
4^ 0. 0.18. 0.040. 0. 0. 22.© £4.

S' 3.16.04 casks @ 19/- 3.16. 0Cement. for jointing. 10.04 cub.yds. Sand. @5/- 10. 0.I. 0. 0.
16.0@2/-8 No. 16. 0.Ventilators.

3.10.1(@ 5d. 3.10.10.170 ft. run Timber 3" x 4".
7.64.4. 7. 6.@ 7d.2" x 9"150 n !!

2. 0.02. 0. 0.I" X 9"96 !! !!
4.85.15. 4. 4.10. 0. 0.Double door and frame.

35. 0. 0. 35. 0. 0. Labour for complete erection.
6. 0. 0. 4. 0.010. 0. 0.Transport.

@ 7/6d. II. 5. 0. 10. 5. 0. I. 0.030 yds run. Forming traverse

£161.10. 4.
6. 9. 8. 2. 0.08. 9. 8.Contingencies.

£86. £84.£170. 0. 0.

CORDITE STORE FOR STORING 300 FULL CHARGES, TO BE ERECTED IN CENTRAL POSITION.

@ 1/6(1.
10 cub.yds. Concrete for roof.

, STORES■ d. £. s/dESTIMATE. £. s. d. Concrete blocks, 2’ x 9" x 4i”

5d.

LABOUR.£.



Decode.

TELEGRAM
The Acting Governor.

Secretary of State for the Colonies.To 

Despatched : 19 34. Time : 1430.24th July.

Received. : 19 Time :

No.35.

Governor.

Secret. Your telegram 9th July No.35 following are respectively 
in each case (1) total estimated cost of labour and materials and (2) 
amount which Colony is prepared to meet (a) provision of observation and 
control position at Sappers Hill (1) £200 and (2) £75 (b) provision of 
observation and control position and excavations for gun pit and prepar­
ation of concrete foundations for gun platform timbers at Canopus Hut 
(1) £1550 and (2) £500 (c) central cordite store (1) £170 and (2) £40. 
Consider only works which can be reasonably undertaken by personnel of 
H.M.S. Exeter to be (a) repairs to gun and gun platform at Sappers Hill 
and (b) fixing of gun platform timbers and mounting of gun at Canopus 
Hut.

From.. 5.?..?



SECRET.'

MINUTE.

13th August,

To
From Director of Public Works J

Stanley. THE COLONIAL SECRETARY,

Stanley, Falkland Islands.

for Director of Public Works.

/i

M.P, S/4/32.Six-inch gun positions.

19 34
No.__________

(It is requested 
that, in any refer­
ence to this minute, 
the above Number 
and the date may 
be quoted.)

With reference to .proposed works on gun positions, and to telegram to the Secretary of State dated 24th July, 1934, submitted as to the advisability of sending a telegraphic ’hastener’ if it is desired that the work at Canopus Hut site should be completed by the time of the visit of H.M.S. "Exeter" in November, 1934.Unless work is soon started this will not be possible.



Decode. Zo /
TELEGRAM

E. E. The.Governor.. Stanley..From

19Despatched: 18th September# 34.

Time :19Received : • • •

Governor.

No.53. Secret. My telegram 24th July No.35 I understand from private source that H.M.S. Exeter has been instructed to mount gun at Canopus Hut when she arrives on November 19th. Beg to point out that unless 
preparatory work is started without delay it will not be possible to complete it by that date.

Time : 1600.

77? Secretary. of State for the Colonies.



Decode. / o
TELEGRAM.

From .The Secretary o^3tate.

His Excellency the Governor.

4 th October,Despatched : 19 Time :34. 8.30.

Received : 5 th October, 19 Time : 11.00.34.

35 and 53.No. 62. Your Secret telegramsSecret.

Financial arrangements suggested have been approved.
You should proceed with the preparatory work as rapidly as
possible.

SECRETARY OF STATE.



Decode.

TELEGRAM
Commodore H.M.S."Exeter?From

6th October, 19 34 10.00Despatched.: Time :

8th 11. uOTtReceived : 19 Time :

mounting of

H.M.S. "ExeterV

the gun during
H.M.S.Exeter will be ready to assist with the 

the fotthcoming visit.
COMMODORE

Tl) H.E.The Governor. Stanley.



Decode.

TELEGRAM.
His Excellency the Governor.From

The Commodore,....H.M.S. ’’Exeter”...To

Despatched: 10th October, 162019 34 Time :

Received: 19 Time :

Your telegram 6th October authority to commence work only recently
received and gun position cannot now be completed until* about the
middle of December

GOVERNOR



I '0'5Decode.

TELEGRAM.
M S ’ExeterFrom . U-

H. E. The Governor. StanleyTo 

14th October, 19 34Despatched. : 20.02Time :

15th October,Received : 19 34 Time: 11.00.

the loth October

H. M.S. EXETER.

With reference to your telegram of
Urgently request that work be expedited in order that 
H. M. S. Exeter may mount gun before her departure on 
1st December.



MINUTE.
20th November,

Stanley. THE COLONIAL SECRETARY.

Stanley, Falkland Islands.

Six-inch Gun Positions.
1 beg to renort that whilst on board H.M.S.

to-day I discussed the question of a

reasons:-

3.

4.

"Exeter11

No._____________
(It is requested 

that, in any refer­
ence to this minute, 
the above Number 
and the date may 
be quoted).

magazine site for the 6 inch guns.
2. It has been suggested by the Overseas Defence 

Committee,in II.P. dealing with 6” guns, that this 
should be situated somewhere between Canopus site 
and Sanner Hill for the requirements of both guns. 
I have recently endeavoured to select sites on this 
route with a view to preparing concrete proposals 
which could be placed before the Commodore on his 
arrival. I have been unsuccessful for the following

(a) . The exnosed positions anywhere where it ispossible to take transport.
(b) . The distance from Sapper Hill by road to acentral position is approximately 4 miles; half of this route would be open to shell fire from the South and South East.
(c). The most likely positions on the route are surrounded with diddle-dee and peat bogs from 4 to 8 feet deep from which the town is getting

19 34

its peat supply.
It was suggested on board that a magazine 

at each gun would be the best working solution.
I have, however, arranged with the Commander to visit 
the sites today.

I would suggest for His Excellency’s consideration 
that a Local Defence Committee meeting be called prior 
to the departure of H.M.S. "Exeter" so that this question

To
From Director of Public Works,



/oGI

may be discussed.

Director of Public ’Porks.



//O)
H.M.S.»*-■

at port Stanley.
28th November, 1934-

Your Excellency,

I have the honour to be,
Your Excellency's obedient servant

Commodore.

His ExcellencyThe Acting Governor, Port Stanley, Falkland Islands.

in view of the recommendations contained therein, I beg to suggest that no work be carried out on the proposed magazine at the central position pending further consideration by the overseas Deience Committee.

"EXETER"

No.310/924

I have the honour to forward herewith a draft of a report which, with youi- concurrence, I propose to forward to the Admiralty through the commander-in-chief, America £ West Indies Station.



DRAFT,

9 _

r

3.-

(1)
(3)
(3)

With regard to the decision reached by the Oversea s Defence Committee that the immediate aim as re^ur .s the fixed defences of the Falkland islands snould be to provide onl; to point ou been considered.
sufficient for peacetime practices, it is desired some aspects of the case which have not previously

... „un.of use in time of „ar.

The Overseas Defence committee considered that the necessary work for this purpose would beTo mount tiie six-meh gun at the cans; us Hut site.The ,revision of a control position at Canopus Hut and at sapper Hill.The position of a Hajazine in some suitable control position between the two suns.

;m sites and under covex from fire from seaward can be found.
......  .... sapper ]]111 Ite the magazine woul . be

tun and in that of the Canopus nut 
In botxi c;.ues a covered af-oach 

a communication trench on the

i;o provision

5.- Suitable positions for yajazines adjacent to both
In the c so of thssituated 70 yards from the j site icc yards from th.,- ^un. could be . reviled by dimity outbreak of hostilities.

3.- Of tiiese proposals, for which financial approval has new been received, i ; 2 are concurred m. proposal 3 is not concurred in and it is considered should receive further consideration for the reason.^ set out belo...
4.- The only site s .liable for the erection of a magazine betteen the two juns is situated 51 miles from the Canopus nut site and 4 nil .s from the slopes of sapper ’-ill.. Transport of ammunition to either jun would have to be carried out by lorry or east. Transport to the ca..Ox us nut si.e is over a truck wsich runs for the last naif mile cross a ,-mt bod passable for wheel nd transport only in ■iry weather in wet ’.zeather ammunition w„-uld have to be curried by hand for some SCO yards to the jue position.Transport to the Sapper Hill site is feasible for wheeled traffic to the slopes of the hill only, from w.iere ammunition would a^ain nave to be manhandled over a distance of 8C0 yards with a rise of 320 feet. '

7.- One magazine at a jun position would serve epurlly well for peace time practi. es as the centrally situated magazine. The difficulties of transport from one c,un to ai.otuer ;ire litth .renter th 1 from the central ixazine to -oitxier ouu. The Central napazlne would not b " ...

6.- Even t. ouji detailed plans for na^azii.es at each site be .1 up in peace time, it is considered unlikely juuu by the Authorities of the Falkland islands that tun constructing of the maca:a.nes wo ...11 be commenced within u re^s.ruble jilme on hostilities becoEiin0 imminent. owinp to sm-rtaje of - lr.be ui locally and to more pressing retirements of wox’k such as construction of Si.j.. 1 Station at Goldswortay Rock, rillin and instruction of Defence Force, patrols, look-outs, et£., it is considered th ,t nt least three months must elapse befor . either m. .azin, could be completed.

azii.es


//Ho provision lias been made for storage of she^l

It

8.- Ho provision lias been made for storage of sne^l at the Canopus Hut site and the difficulties of transport of shell to this position would be greater than in the case of cordite.
9.- As regards the financial aspect, the estimate for the construction of a magazine at a central position is £170; that for each Magazine at a gun position £240. is considered that tue additional expenditure of £70 in constructing a magazine at one of the gun positions ihiich would be of value in time of ,r is more justified than the expenditure of £170 on a magazine whicn would be of no use.
10.- The gun at Sapper Hill commands the sea area to the Southward and would therefore provide some protection for the wireless station, oil tanks, and town. a sto.^e for shell near the Uun is already, provided. it is therefore recommended that a magazine be constructed oi. Sapper Hill and in addition a magazine and shell room at Canopus Hut. If the financial position will not admit of all this work beino undertaken now, the Sapper Hill magazine should be the first commitment.In view of para.6 the provision of a magazine and shell room at the Canopus nut site should not b e delayed unduly.
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ST/jNLEY.
29th November, 1934.

S E C R E T.

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt oa your
forwarding a draftletter dated the 28th November. 9

of a report which you propose to forward to the Admiralty
America and Nest Indiesthrough the Commander-In-Chief 5

Station.
I have to inform you that I fully concur with2.

the draft which I consider sets out the position quite
clearly.

I further concur with your suggestion that no3.
work be carried out on the proposed magazine at the
central position pending further consideration by the
Overseas Defence Comitteo

I have retained a copy of the draft and return4.
the original herewith.

I have the honour to be,

•ILJXETT.

R.N.,

i

Sir,

Sir,

Your obedient servant,

GOVERNLU&TT HOUSE,

Commodore a. E. Evans, O.B.E., H.MtS. ”Exeter”, 
at STANLEY.

1934,

EAIXLAND ISLANDS.



MINUTE.

29th November, 19 34

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY,Stanley.

Stanley, Falkland Islands.

SIX INCH GUN POSITIONS.

2.

3.

Director of public Works.

I beg to report that after the Local Defence
Committee meeting held on Tuesday the 27th

the Gunnery Officer of H.M.S. "Exeter”

No.
(It is requested 

that, in any refer­
ence to this minute, 
the above Number 
and the date may 
be quoted).

To of Public ..Works,

November, 1934,
and myself inspected the gun platform at Sapper 

and in accordance with His Excellency’s

The inspection revealed that if repaired 
with timber the life of the platform would be 
approximately 3 years whereas with concrete it 
would possibly last IO years. It is proposed to 
do the work in conjunction with and from estimated 
savings on the Sapper Hill control position work.

Subject to His Excellency’s approval 
the work will be put in hand in IO day’s time.

Hill, 
suggestion at the meeting it was decided that this 
Government could carry out the repairs.



TELEGRAM.
His Excellency the Governor.From

The Secretary of State for the Colonies.To

163017th December, 3419 Time :Despatched :

19 Time :Received :

Secret.No. 70.

1
GOVERNOR.

Decode.

______ Your secret telegram No. 62 owing to difficulty 
of work due to extraordinary depth of peat it was not possible 
to complete gun pit and foundations during recent visit of H.M.S.

Work cannot be completed at the earliest until the end 
At meeting of Local Defence Committee at which Commodore"Exeter". 

of year.
Evans was present it was agreed after examination of position by 
naval authorities that owing to difficulties of transport central 
magazine would be little value and it was recommended that a 
magazine should be constructed at each gun position. Estimated 
cost of one magazine at one gun instead of central position £240 or £70 more. Cost of two magazines £480. It was also considered 
necessary and recommended that a shell room be provided at the 
Canopus Hut position estimated cost £238. Commodore has reported 
matter to Admiralty.



11QVSS,GOVERNMENT

STANLEY.

2nd January, 1935.

SEC R E T.

With reference to my Secret telegram, No. 70 of the
17th of December, 1934 I have the honour to enclose, for>

a cony of the correspondence exchanged
du’

and myselfbetween Commodore A. E. Ivans
during the recent visit of 11.M.S.
fixed defences of the Falkland Islands.

>

M. CRAIGIE-HALKETT.

Your most obedient humble servant

az

"Exeter” regarding the

rFALKLAND ISLANDS.

sir,

THE RIGHT HONOURABLE
SIR PHILIP CUNLIFFE-LISTER,G.B.E., P.C., M.C., M.P.,SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES.

I have the honour to be,

In

sir,

, O.B.E., R.N.,
your information,



MINUTE.

19 35I8th January,

From

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY.Stanley.
Stanley, Falkland Islands.

I beg to attach statements of expenditure
during 1334 on the work at Sapper Hill and
Canopus gun positions.

is <31,305, and this This was

Falkland Islands Government contributing the other
half of the labour charges.

4.,
and the Falkland Islands Government’s share

item under or
of £338. 17. 5.

Director of Public Works.

i

based on the Imperial Government paying for all 
materials and half the labour charges, and the

3. The total expenditure during 1934 was £1,055. 
the Imperial Government’s share being

II

No. ______
(It is requested 

that, in any refer­
ence to this minute, 
the above Number 
and the date may 
be quoted).

2. The total approved estimate for the work 
is £1,920, of which the Imperial

Government’s £615.

"Military"

M.P. S/4/32.SIX INCH GUN POSITIONS - SAPPER HILL AND CANOPUS.

ToDirector of Public Works,

£716. 15.
12. 9

Government’s s liar e

4. An adjustment will be required in 1934 crediting
Advance Warrant No. 9 of 1934, and charging a new

"Public Works" with the sum

£338. 17. 5.



EXPENDITURE DURING 1934.

Sapper Hill - Observation and Control Position«
Total Estimate £200 e 0.0.

Imperial Government’s share — £125 *
Falkland Islands Government’s share — £ 75°

d.
Labour. W.E. 24/10/34, 0.3 °

8. 2o 8.
3o

0
20* 19.

3°
llo lie

16*
Labour, W.E. 28/11/34). 8.13-
Labour. W.E. 2B/12/34

6.concrete blocks &c 13 o

12. 3.z145

1934.
Imperial Government’s share

T n 1 vx rt '' ”Falkland Islands
145

2.
1.£93

£52
9*3°

£c

lie

Expenditure in 1954.

19*

le

S o

21*

4.

4e20* 17e
7e

12.

12*

14*

18.6O

6.

cement 9

8.

SIX INCH GUN POSITIONS.

So

Stores (24/11/34). 1. „ 
lorry stores(5/6).

'9a

Labour, V/.E. 31/10/34.
Stores (31/10/34).Concrete blocks <5/l/8)piok handles (6/-) 

stone(lC/6)e Lorry stores(2o/8), Timber(17/10)*

Labour. V/.E.14/11/34.

Stores (17/11/34)* concrete blocks(1/19/8) timber(13/4) 
cement(2/3/10) stone(1/0/11) lorry stores(20/6).

Stores (31/12/34). Broken stone.

3- <

Stores (I0/II/34). Lorry stores(13/2) Cement (3/5/3) 
Stone(l0/Il) concrete blooks(!0/2) drain pipes(13/~) 
timber(l/0/Il) pipes(7/5) ^°pe(17/3) iron(i/I8/8) 
pipes(17/7) lorry stores(1/6/8).

Labour. W.E. 7/11/34.

Labour. W.E.21/11/34*
Padlock(2/2) hinges(2/10) iron(6/2)



SIX INCH GUN POSITIONS.
EXPENDITURE DURING- 1Q34

Cordite Store, Total Estimate £170.
Imperial Government’s share — £1JO o

Falkland Islands Government’s share —

expenditure in 1934.

IN L

Canopus - Obseravtion and Control position.

£270- 0. 0oTotal Estimate

— £170.Imperial Government’s share
11 — £100.Falkland Islands

Expenditure in 1934.

IN L

£ 40.



//fSIX INCH GUN POSITION,
EXPENDITURE DURING 1934.

Canopus - Living Hut and Cookhouse.
Total Estimate £190* 0, 0.

Imperial Government'4 s share
Falkland Islands Government’s share £ 40,

d.Expenditure in 1934, £« s
Transport & framing 7

8/ 11.
erecting &. building

!0e

-do--do--do-

buckets (18/4) lorry stores(15/2) 4. 7*
6.4e 7-Labour, W.E.31/10/34.

14.Kitchen utensils

0.12Stores.(17/11/34)• Canvas.
0.9Labour. W.E. 26/11/34.

11.

1934.

11.£189 > 1%

...

0.
11.

9o

Imperial Governments share
Falkland Islands ”

£150.

55o
Labour, W.E.24/10/34.

43,

189, 19®

2o

20o

2e

Stores (31/l0/34)e

18©

16,

2o

Stores (13/l0/34)o

80

Labour, W.E.17/10/34. Excavating* 
extension &c.

Nails(5/I) bolts(4/5) flooring(31/8) 
Deais(l/13/7) 1 earth closet(6/17/8) 8 rolls 
felt(6/1/7) 49 shts corrgt, iron(9/18/10) lead 
headed nails(11/11) round nails(o/4) sash cord(2/5) 
deal(2/4) flat iron(6/2) 30 shts corrgt iron(4/I0/-) 
36 Ingths S,P.timber(5/14/8) 37 lengths Brazilian 
pine(5/2/3).

£150. 0.
£ 39. 19e

Stores (20/10/34). Flooring(14/-) SX board(14/2/3)
nails(24/3) glass(6/ll) timber(39/-) lino(4/18/4) 
garden forks(8/8) timber deals(7/8/8) hooks(6d) 
posts(3/6) muntz metal(4/1) 1 Range(lO/3/6) 
iron(3’6/-) bricks(10/-) iron(9/3) stove(1/12/10-)- .
firebricks(5/7) timber lining(3/8/9) Plastine(2/4) 
glass(4/2) deals(27/~) paraffin(9/6) flannel(I/IO) 
S.brush(2/4) broom(4/7) handle(7d) soap(lld) soda(9<i) 
buckets(18/4) lorry stores(15/2), 54o

Labour, V/.E. 10/10/34.



SIX INCH GUN, POSITIONS.

sheeting &c

£19090o 00Total Estimate

Imperial Government’s share —
Falkland Islands Government’s share

dos
Labour. W.E. 10/10/34. 4Drainage.

132e 15•
14. 9-Drainage pit.

lie

Oe

6 c 7.12 o

10. 10.

8 1
6.

36e He
78e' 10. 11.

timber(6/13/-) lorry stores(l/8/4). 8 2.
10.47 * 1Labour W.E. 28/11/34.
2.18.45-5/12/34.
8.lie

4. 1.1Stores

6.£644 2.Carried Forward

39.

EXPENDITURE DURING 1934-

Expenditure in 1934.

Oe

13*

W.E. 24/10/34.

16©

8.

£730®
£360.

51.

le

17.
15*

Labour W.E.
Labour.W.E.12/12/34.

(7/12/34) Kerosene(9/6) lorry stores(6/6) deal(8/l)

•
5.

73- 16

Canopus - Gun Pit &. Drainage Prom Pit. 
including timbers for piling9

52 o

28©

17e

Labour© W.E. 21/11/34.
Stores (24/11/34). Iron(5/H) bolts(4/l) spikes(5/I0>

Labour. W.E. 31/10/34.
Stores (31/10/34) Timber(2/18/-) iron(2/-/-) nails(8/8) 

timber(4/16/11) hammer(3/4) lorry stores(20/-) 
ironmongery(19/8)„

Labour. W.E. 14/11/34*
Stores (17/11/34) 28 casks cement(30/9/-) spanners(7/11) 

lorry stores(2/19/6) petrol(1/1/8) coal, files9 
grease &o(1/13/7).

Stores (20/10/34)© 3 forks(1/6/*.) 6 lengths timber(16/-)
7 lengths 1” x 8" x 12’ (19/7) Hinges(13/8) deal(4/8) 
nails(1/3) posts(lO/6) wire(9/3) timbers(24/6) 
staples(5d) timber(2/15/10) wheelbarrow(1/16/4) 
spade (3/11) 1 bar iron 1” x t"(l/I0) grease (1/3) 
44 lbs rope(l/ll/5) 4 prs knee boots(3/0/6)

Labour.

Labour. V/.E.7/11/34-
Stores(10/11/34) Lorry stores(l/16/ll) forks(17/l) pipes(8/3) 

timber(1/14/6) iron, nails, pick handle &c(ll/4)<.

Stores (13/10/34). 5 prs knee boots(4/6/3) 5 prs thigh 
boots(6/17/6) 2 spades(7/I0) 2 files(I/8) 
90 - 6” drain pipes(12/7/6) 149 lengths Sandy 
point timbers(44/14/-) 106 lengths Brazilian 
pine(49/9/-) 58 shts corrgt. iron(14/11/3)©



~2-

Canopus - Gun Pit &■ Drainage from Pit (contd)*'

2.3<?
Labour. W.E. 19/12/34, 45 o 2«

Soap o
16® 8,17 o

2,

Oe 7»£ 720,

Oo

Imperial Government’s share
Falkland Islands Government4 s share

d.6.£, 
o o 644 0

2o
5/

s.
2o

1934 c
6O
14o

7o

13o

Stores (15/12/34) lorry stores.

rope &cc

£ 720c

8.

lie

£473® £246 o

8.

Stores (22/12/34),

cement 9Stores (31/12/34)e Drain pipes9 petrol9

Labour, W.E. 28/12/34,

Brought Forward,..,,.



n- ■

No. 35,

2.

(a)
contribute £616 tovjards the cost of the service.

(b)

(c)

or on the

(d)

execi
THS OFFICER ADMINISTERING

THE GOVER&Wf OB’

THE FALKLAND ISLANDS.

r

As it is not possible for an Army officer to 

visit the Island, the responsibility for the

FALKLAND ISLANDS, 
SECRET.

Sir,

r

X

funds will

...

The claim for the bi® due from Army 
be rendered in time for payment during the 
current financial year, 1934-35.
The payment by Amy funds in respect of this 
service will be regarded as a final and complete 
discharge of all liability foi- expenditure of 
any kind incurred on defences in the Falkland 
Islands, either now or in future, 
local defence force.

DOWNING STREET,
December, 19.34.

I have the honour to refer to your telegram 
Secret, of the 28th of July, regarding the 

installation of defences at Port Stanley, and, in 

confirmation of my telegram No. 62, Secret, of the 4th 
of October, to inform you that the financial arrangements 

suggested have been approved.

Of the total estimated cost of £1,920 for 

the service, the Army Council are prepared to meet from 

Army funds a sura not exceeding £1,305, subject to the 

following conditions:-

The Government of the B'alkland Islands will



/zz)

I3.

4.

j

*

>

In framing. the above conditions the Army
Council have assumed that the work will be undertaken

execution of the work must rest with the Admiralty 
and the local Government.

P. CUNLIFFE-L1STER.

such a decision would not of itself divest the Colony 
of all responsibility for meeting the cost of defensive 
measures, but the question of their incidence of cost as 
between the Colony and ths United Kingdom would have to 
be considered, the general principle being that a, Colony 
should contribute, within its means, to the cost of its 
defence as part of the Smpire.

I have the honour to be,
Sir,

Your most obedient, 
humble servant,

only if it can be completed by naval personnel from 
H.K.3. "hxeter'’.

As regards (c) above, this condition is not 
intended to affect discussion of the classification of 
Fort Stanley as a Category port.

Should it bo so classified at some future date



GovERirrsir house,
mKLAND ISLANDS.

STANLEY,
SECRET.

28th January, 1935 •

Sir,

I have tae honour to acknowledge the receipt of
your Secret despatch of the 7 th of December, 1934 ands

note the conditions on which the Army Council aro
prepared to meet from Army funds a sum not exceeding
£1,305 of the'; total estimated cowt of 21,920 f j.c the
installation of defences at Stanley.

In order that the claim for the sura due from2
Army funds may be paid during the current financial

I enclose a statement shewing how the
trigJiSSi^to amount of £1,305 is made up and I should be grateful

if arrangements could be made for this sum to be
recovered from the Army Council and paid to the Crown

3.
I will be completed by the 31st of March and full5

details in connection with the expenditure of the amount

of £1,305 nay thexi be furnished if so desired by the

Army Council.

I have the honour to be,

CRjilUIS-IULKETT.II

151E COLONIES*

Your most obedient,
hurablo servant,

Agents for the credit ol’ this Government.
It is anticipated that the work of the defences

Sir,

year 1934-55,

1935,

■L-i PHILIP CUNLIFFE-LI^ThTi,
I G.B.E., P.C., M.C., M.P., 

secretary of stats for



Claim. on the imperial -it o varment {.iw iundr-
for 'oork in connection with the installation

of

observation nnd

< '••; •
■■ s

(3 ; . *

** •

Cordite .."tore.

T.-Ta.l.

'7ci .
' ' -' ■ *

' W. t ■■■ .?.!

• » * $ '•-> •’v-' «

(4 ) •

A • *

art cun lay, „Falkland iflP-ndE?.

ILuLUIXaZCoI.

?

ixiO.

'.iun pit and drrLn..-re fro^ pit 
InaiudiHg tlwhoyi??!-' for o-.i..iir.: 
rh 6 et i u ~' a nd. f? trn 11.1 nf e tc.

-— cp. c yh-ucahb yr.-re. .■■.!> i&JL-C —------

fcC a «

i.iviru'- kit and C.oo>;.hou«c for nsen oh rite.

bsorvation and ..'untroi . orHIon

of .defences at art . tanley, vide ; Gcretar”

'oclti.on..

Director of Public corks. Sith li-muary, 1VS8.

ts.tero ..ecrct deHnatch of the 7th recewber.^ySa.

i._.OOuI.8. d.



Decode.

TELEGRAM.
From. The...Secretary..pf State#

His Excellency, the Governor,.To

Time: 10.35.7935.Despatched : 8th February,

Time: 11*00.9th February, 7935.Received :

Secret.

///A'/

SECRETARY OF STATE.

No . 20. Secret. Your telegram of 17th December No. 70 Secret 
work of establishing defences within financial limit of £1920 

already agreed upon including temporary magazine at site to be 
chosen by Colonial Government should be proceeded with. Items 
involving extra expenditure as suggested in your telegram are 
to be considered at a later date. In the meantime please
~telegraph estimated expenditure up to March 31st and proportion 
thereof accepted by Colony.



MINUTE.

19 359 th February,

From

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY.Stanley.

Stanley, Falkland Islands.

CANOPUS - SIX-INCH GUIS SITE.

concrete base for the gun is completed., the saucer
forming the platform is well advanced and work
on the observation and control position is in hand.

Challen, the foreman of works, has
returned to propose, as from
ednesday next the 13th February, that the men

discontinue living at the site. They will travel

Director of Public dorks.

*

1

to and fro by lorry, be paid the ordinary rate of pay 
plus I/- per day for carrying food in lieu of the 
I/6d per hour which included subsistence.

1 beg to report that good progress has been 
made with the work at t; e

2. Mr. G.L.

No._________
(It is requested 

that, in any refer­
ence to this minute, 
the above Number 
and the date may 
be quoted).

Canopus gun site. The

Stanley, and ±

Director of Public Works, °



TELEGRAM.
The Governor«From

The Secret y of StateTo

Time : 17 >00 •14th February, 19 35.Despatched :

Received: 19 Time :

Your telegram Sth February, No. 20 SecretNo. 16. Secret.
whole work of establishing defences will be completed before

See my Secret despatchMarch 31st at approved cost of £1,920.
of January 28th.

GOVERNOR.

Decode.



Falkland ichAiwg,

s- > c 1935.

•. ’■ X have the honour to acknowledge fee

receipt of Dr,Craigie~Helkett’& Secret despatch of the
Jp' 28th of'January, regarding expenditure in connection

and
to infora you that the swu of £1,305 has been paid
frost Aray funds to the Crown Agents for the Colonies
for the credit of the Falkland Inlands Government.

1 renu©;?t that 1 _ir,^y be furnished with full* i

detail© in connection with the expenditure of the
above amount following the completion of the defence
worn by the 31ot of Mrch.

Your most obedient

tmble servant,

j., F. GUmFFE4JSTER.

■

(>ov.;9y<c?,
H. HA?nUK^n-iI-sATQ^, C, i.h 0. ,

etc.

iI

I

KSQ, ,

1 have the honour tc be,
Sir,

wife the installation of defehees at Port Stanley,

Downing Street,

&l.r,

1 APR i9is

(s( 1OMAY.1935 )s)

etc., etc.,.



MINUTE.S/4/32.No.
14th May 19 35 •

From

STANLEYTHE COLONIAL SECRETARY,

Stanley, Falkland Islands.

I am directed to request that you will furnish me
with a detailed statement of the expenditure amounting to £130 5.
in connection with the preparations for the Installation of
defences at Port Stanley.

Colonial Secretary.

yy The Director of Public Works,



MINUTE.

19 35

To
Director o f.. Eubli c..’'ZorlirFrom

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY,Stanley

Stanley, Falkland Islands.

1935,
the ex-'Bndlture, in

trcnlicate ition of defences5

at Stanley.

Director of Public ’forks.

I Ct].1 Xay,

v.P,
■ am :INTI

S/4/32.rosr'xccis

No,____________
(It is requested 

that, in any refer­
ence to this minute, 
the above Number 
and the date may 
be quoted.)

SIX

of

kith reference to vour minute of the 14th Vw,

the cost of the install
of1 beg to attach statements



K

FA I.KURD IS'AN DS six-inch oui; positions. *

SU’171X7 OF iOGNtOITURE.

"'ork. 47s. s.<ka

200. 210. 1250. 75.0. 0. 0.

(2;. 189. 19.193. 11. 150. 0. 0. 39. 19. II.

1,093 1,089. 12. 3. 730. 359. 12. 80. 0.
273. 13. 170. 38. 13.0. 0.0. 0.

(5). 170. 217 9. 4. 9.0. 0 87. 4.
1,923. 1,905. 14. II. 600. 14.0. 0. II.

14. 14. 5. 1.i.

1,921. 1,920. 0. 1,305.3. 615.0. 0. 0.

orks.

v •

Estimate.

13'0.

Director of public

208.

0.

Cordite Store in central nosition to the two guns.

1,305.
Add amount reserved for assisting the Navy with trans ort etc, when the gun parts at Canopus are assembled and moved into nosition. (To be met from colonial Government’s share).

5.

Gun nit and drainage from nit including timbering for oiling, sheeting, strutting, etc.
(8). Observation and control position.

(3).

Total 
expenditure. 

cl.

imperial 
Government's share.s.

(I), SAP?SR HILL - 6 inch Gun Position, Observation and Control osition, and renairs to gun platform.
CANOPUS. - 6 inch Gun Position.
Living Hut and Cookhouse.

Colonial c overnmenV's ~



1

31K-1NCH GUN POJITIOIK.

EXPENDITURE ON WORK.
d£• 3.

64. Q
floor and 9.60. 9.

5. 0. 0

3. 0. 0

8. 13. o

26. 1. ■J

8. 6. 0.

0.10.
14.Repairs to six-inch gun platform. 0. o.

POO 0.

0. 0
0.

(Note.

■ \

■J

)....£I25.
... £75.

9

10

Henairs to the six-inch gun platform at Sapper Hill were carried out in concrete under this head).

Removal of shells from existing shell store at Panner Hill during blasting operations storing, and returning to shell store on comnietion of work.

IMPERIAL GOVERNMENT’S SHARE (Army Funds)
FALKLAND ISLANDS GOVERNWIT’S SHARE

Strong door and frame.
Shutters for closing apeture when not in use.
Rock filling around walls and drainage from position to low level.
Breastwork for unner part of hut and rangefinder, and turfing and camouflage.
Blasting in solid rock for base of rangefinder, levelling up base with concrete, bolting down and setting un instrument.

Blasting in solid rock.
Sheeting and concreting walls, roof.



f

(2).

SIX-INCH GUN POSITIONS.

CANOPUS - LIVING HOT AND COOKHOUSE FOR MEN ON SITE.

EXPENDITURE OU ■.s'ORK.

ds.
8y. o.

8.100. 19.

OT89. 19. II

IMPERIAL GOVERNMENT’S SHARE (Army Funds)....£150. 0.0.
EfiLKLAND ISLANDS GOVWLWT’3 share. .. £39. 19. II.

Note
and is in an admirable

Labour including transport and framing, 
erection, etc.

near ’Canopus’, 
position for quarters for a gun’s crew.

excavating for, 3

This hut has been left on site where erected

Materials including all timbers, felt, 
corrugated iron, piles, etc. etc.



I

(3).

SIX-INCH GUN POSITIONS.

CANOPUS
etc

(XPENDITURE ON GOPK,
ds.a.z.

148 II. II

15. 0.

10. 0

77. 0.

0. 0.

15.

9.II. 0.

8.

0. 0.

12. 8.
IMPERIAL GOVERNMENT'S SHARE (AW Funds)... .£730.
FALKLAND ISLANDS GOVERNMENT»S SHARE £359.

0

and transporting

164.

0.

285.

100.

£1,089. 12.

GUN FIT AND DRAINAGE FROM PIT INCLUDING TIMBERING FOR PILING, SHEETING, STRUTTING,

Sandy Point and Brazilian Pine timbers 2” x 8” x 12 fts (for platform and walings) 3” x 9" (for piling;3" x 4” (for stays, etc). Corrugated iron (for sheeting behind, timbers), rubber boots for men working in peat.
Excavating peat to solid for drainage trench from pit for 70 yards at average death of 10 ft to low level, including timbering and laying stoneware drain.
Excavating peat from gun nit for an average death of 16 feet, i to dump, including timbering
Forming breastwork of rook to support peat face above gun foundations.
Concrete foundations for gun pit.
Rock filling between concrete piers and around sides, earth filling between rock and peat, and turfing around site.
Shelter at site and for tools and storing materials. (Old ’Canonus’ hut repaired and improved;.



SIX-INCH GUN. POSITIONS.

OBSERVATION AND CONTROL POSITION.CANOPUS

EXTENDI-TIRE ON W.

cls.<J>.

IO.79. o.

94. I. 0.

2. 0

bj2.:8. xs. 0.

1170. 0.
£38. 13. 0.

Note.... This work was carried out at leas than the
but the Cordite store,9

has cost more.9

estimated cost (£270) 
estimated at £170

0.

Rock filling around walls and for base.

14).

33.

IMPERIAL GOVERNMENT’S SHARE (Army
FALKLAND ISLANDS GOVERNMENT ’8 SHARE. ....

Funds)...

Excavating peat for position and transporting to dump, including timbering, also drainage from control position to connect to drainage from gun pit.

Concrete for walls, floor and roof with re-inforcement, strong door and frame, shutters for apeture, etc.



. 4

15/.

SIX-INCH GUN POSITIONS.

77. 6.”8torials. 10.

£217. 9. 4.

IMPERIAL GOVERNMENT’S SilZiRE (;imy Funds;... .£130. 0
FALKLAND ISLANDS GOVERNMENT £87. 9. 4.w

NOTE... Tftereis a balance available from the total
T _ W This

and will♦

for the installation.

3^140. d6s.2.

CORDITE STOKE FOR STORING 300 FULL CHARGES, ERECTED IN CENTRAL POSITION TO THE TWO GUNS.

&XPWITURE ON PORK,

is reserved for assisting the Navy with 
transport when gun parts at Canopus are 
assembled and moved into position 
be met from the

5.

Labour for the complete erection.

Cordite Store built of double concrete block work with cavity walls, re-inforeed concrete roof, ventilators, ironed double doors and frames, with traverse and embankment around for protection and camouflage, the whole being fenced in and the store built well into the ground and drained.

’S SHARE....

of £14.estimate of £1920,

Colonial Government’s share



MINUTE.

16th 195

To
From ir.e.c.to.r of .Public .'orb

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY,°bnOlev.

Stanley, Falkland Islands.

\ S/4/32.'•/i

GUN POS1TI UTT cU.V)?U3.1. :

of the six-inch mm

the exception of the
assembling and mounting of the at Gonopus, which

to date is 14. II. ■

expenditure has been submittedof

separately.

claim o £1,305 for the imperial Government’s

share has already been mad", and a

being th if

is submitted herewith for approval.of the instr
voucher crediting the imneria.l

is
also

irector of Public Works.

SIX-INCH Gul,

th e

attached.

5. I.,

the nort.

A statement

tX draft adjustment

nositions 't

£615,

f’lUi

No,__________
(It is requested 

that, in any refer­
ence to this minute, 
the above Number 
and the date may 
be quoted).

1 bee- to report that the

nation,

Hnner Hill and

Government’s share towards the cost

Government with this Government’s share to date,

This leaves a balance on the total estimate of £14.

work on the installation

snecial warrant for

to be done by naval personnel when a ship visits

which is reserved for assisting the Navy with transport

2. The total exceed!turn

Gnnonus is now complete, wit’-

when the gun at Canonus is moved into position.



GOVERNMENT HOUSE,
UKLA.ND ISLANDS STANLEY,

SECRET. 17 th Kay, 1935 •

Sir,
With reference to your Secret despatch dated

1935, regarding expenditure inthe 1st of April 9

connection with the installation of defences at
I have the honour to transmit in

conformity with your request the accompanying
statement shewing full details of the expenditure

in

ion of the defences in question.

I have the lonour to be,

’KIE COLONIES.

Your most obedient, 
humble servant

■A-:,; •

charged to Army funds for the installat-of £1,305,

THE RIGHT HONOURABLE
SIR PHILIP CUNLIFFE-LISTER,

G • B * E •, P • C ♦ , M • C •, M • P •,
SECRETARY OF STATE FOR

Sir,

Port Stanley,



F.I.D.F.Headquarters,

Stanley.

SECRET.

To The Honourable
The Colonial Secretary,

Stanley.
Sir,

I have the honour to inform you that I recently
visited, the Gun position at Canopus Hut, the cordite
store at Surf Bay and the Gun position at Sapper Hill.

While at Canopus Hut I observed that the
wooden breech block of the 6” Gun had been broken,with
the result that rhe oil for preserving the breech had

1 am of the opiniondried hard and rust had set in.
that this gun is not in a serviceable condition at
present.

It also appears to me that the hut provided
for storing shells at Sapper Hill is much too small, as
it does not allow sufficient room for packing the shells

end with sufficient space for ventilation. The huton
seems very damp and I doubt if This ammunition would
prove to be serviceable.

I suggest that the gun at Canopus Hut and the4.
hut at Sapper Hill should both be inspected by rhe
local Defence Committee and that Captain Allan, who

You may alsoshould attend.took over the ammunition,
wish to consider the desirability of asking Captain

I have the honour to be,
Sir,

Your obedient ^servai^t,>ur ooedienr

O.C., F.I.D.F.

3.

Hutchison, R.N.,(retd.) to express an opinion.

17th Earch, 1936.

2.



MINUTE.
20th March, 1ST36 0

The Clerk to theTo D

From

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY,
STANLEY

Stanley, Falkland Islands.

Will you kindly arrange for the Members of the local Defence
Committee to meet me at this Office at 10.30 a.m. on Monday the
23rd instant for the purpose of inspecting the Magazine at
Sapper Hill and the 6" gun at Canopus Hut.

Perhaps you will be good enough to arrange with the2.
/

Colonial Secretary.

Public works Department for the necessary transport.

No S/4/52.
(It is requested 

that, in any refer­
ence io this minute, 
the above Number 
and the date may 
be quoted.)

Defence Committee,



MINUTE.
4th April

19

The Adjutant
From

Falkland Islands Defence Force

Stanley.
Falkland Islands Defence Force 

Stanley, Falkland Islands.

To
The Officer Commanding

^No._____________

(It is requested 
that, in any refer­
ence to this minute, 
the above Number 
and the date may 
be quoted.)

As instructed I carried out and completed the removing and cleaning of the 6" gun shells in the magazine on Sapper Hill. 200 of the live shells are now stored in the Control Tower,the remainder and the 50 practice shells are stored in the magazine. All the shell' are now in a serviceable condition. A minor accident happened to one of the men employed. He had the misfortune to overturn one of the shells which fell on his foot bruising the big toe. I sent him to hospital for attention. He reported the next day for work.

Captain. Adjutant.F.I.Defence Force.



SE.C flE 7.

MINUTE.
I6th April

The Adjutant To The Officer CommandingFrom

Falkland Islands Defence Force FalklandIslands Defence Force
Stanley- Stanley

M.P. Secret 4/32
CANOPUS HUT - 6" GUN

driver.

Captain.

tL

-----  —' C. ..Adjutant.F.I.Defence Force.

No._______
(It is requested 

that, in any refer­
ence to this minute, 
the above Number 
and the date may 
be quoted.)

A' 5. a- f ■ 
ibl^^ ■

36
19

Gun position at Canopus hut. 
cleaned out and removed all superficial rust from the Breech 
opening and from the interruptions in the Breech opening.

For this purpose I used Shell oil and a screw-
The Breech opening was then well greased with heavy 

mineral jelly,and sealed up.
To preserve the sealing of both breech and muzzle 

of the gun,I lashed on a canvas covering which I treated to 
a heavy coat of grey paint.

I beg to report,that, in accordance with the 
instructions of the Colonial Secretary,I proceeded yesterday 
afternoon to the 6" Gun position at Canopus hut. I have



Decode.
TELEGRAM.

prom The Commodore America & West Indies Station.
His.Jx^ the...Goyernpr.To

Despatched : 19 37 Time : 22.15

Received : 19 Time : 11.00

Governor Falkland Islands from Commodore South American America
and West Indies.

At liberty you signal (one) W.O. number of six inch
range tables held in the Falkland Islands: (two) following
particulars of six inch range dials (a) M.V. (b) weight and

(c)charge and size of cordite range tables from which
(three) following particulars six inch deflectiongraduated

d (a) M.V. (D)dials Graduation range.

15th September,
lb.th September,



Decode.
TELEGRAM.

Ills... Ex.c.e.ll.e.n.cy..‘.The.. GovernorFrom 

Arne r. i.c.a.. West Indie s S qua dr onTo... Commodore 

Despatched: 19 37 Time : 5.30 pm17th September

Received : 19 Time :

With Reference to your telegram of Ihth September (one) W.O. hO - 87U5
8h-38 (A.l.) 7851 and 7885 (two) both guns (a) 2575 (b) 20 lbs

(c) unknown.mark one 23 lbs M.D. One gun has fired a shotted round
with full charge (adjusted to 2U lbs 12 cordite II. 0. size 19)ozs

1933• (three)under supervision Of H.1I.S.

(A.l.),

’’Durban” on 12th February,

both guns (a) 2575 f.s. (b) 5000.



3/V32.

37.

At the 16th meeting of the Local Defence Committee
on Wednesday the

20th January, 1937 it was agreed that the pedestal5

for the range finder at the Canopus Hut gun position
should be erected immediately.

I should be glad to know when this work will2.
be carried out.

Your obedient servant,

'i A

Sir,

’ O• $ •

Acting Colonial Secretary.

24th September,

I am,

rhe Director of Public Works, S*tANLEY.

I '. 1\

.f >

Stanley,

Sir,

held at the Secretariat,



Public Works Dept.
Stanley.

25th September, 1937*

Sir,
With reference to your letter No. S/I4./32 of

the 2Uth September, I beg to inform you that the
work of erecting the pedestal for the range finder
at the Canopus Hut gun position has been commenced
today.

Sir,

Stanley.

Your obedient servant.

The Honourable, 
Colonial Secretary.

I am,

^/•^irector of_ Public Works. 
/



Public Works Dept,

Stanley.

28th September, 1937.

Sir,
With reference to your letter No. S/U/32 of

the 214th September, I beg to inform you that the
work of erecting the pedestal for the range finder
at the Canopus Hut gun position was completed
today.

I am,
Sir,

Your obedient/servant.

Stanley.

The Honourable, Colonial Secretary.

/)
-•AD/irector of^Prrblic Works.



SECRET H.M.S "EXETER”

at Valparaiso.
28th September 1957

Your Excellency,
I have the honour to inform you that
has on board 45 cases (about 160 cubicH.M.S

feet in all) containing 600 cordite 11 V? lb charges
The dimensionsfor the Falkland Islands Gov--rm1 nt,

of each case are length 11.27 inches, width 20.5? inches,

depth 28.55 inches.

I request that arrangements may be made2.
to take delivery of this ammunition as convenient after
the arrival of H.M.S "EXETER” at Port Stanley.

I have the honour to be,
Sir,

Your obedient Servant,

COMMODORE.
His Excellency, 
The Governor of the- 
Falkland Islands.

"EXETER"



Decode.
TELEGRAM.

From

Hi s Exo ell e nc y . the G-p y er no rTo.

16th October, 7937. Time : 9 • 4 0.Despatched:

17th October, 7.937. Time ,-10o0.Received:

Falkland. Islands from Commodore, Commanding South
American Division America and West Indies Squadron. Very-
much regret as I have to be at Buenos Aires by the 1st of
December for the unveiling of the Caning Memorial I must
leave Falkland Islands on November 27th. Reference to my
letter number 0312B of the 29th September I will cut out
H.L1.S. "Exeter’s" bombardings so that final discussion
suggested for December 2nd can take place November 26th
remainder of programme unaltered.

COI.1IODORE.

Governor,

Commodore,H. M. S. "Exeter",



t Decode.
TELEGRAM.

From ... His. .Exc.ellency....the....G.ov..er.no.r.r

To 

Despatched: 19 th Octo ter, 19 ol. Time : *

19 • • • Time : •

7,'ith reference to paragraph 3 of your letter No. 310 of
the 29th September, I suggest 11 a.n.

GOVERNOR.

Received .*• • •

C.Oj..‘iiiolore, .H..I-1..S.... ’’Exeter”.



MINUTE.

1st November 1937

Colonial Secretary, The Director of Public Works,To

STANLEY.

Stanley, Falkland Islands.

43 cases of cordite will arrive on H.M.S. "Exeter" and will be
accommodated in the Surf Bay Magazine.

2.

ACTING COLONIAL SECRETARY.

Magazine is cleared of any other stores by the 12th of November, 
1937.

I ara to ask you to be good, enough to ensure that this

SECBET.
I am directed. by the Acting Governor to inform you that

no. S/4/32*
(It is requested 

that, in any refer­
ence to this minute, 
the above Number 
and the date may 
be quoted.)



MINUTE.

19 3/

7 a/ /Fet.To

Stanley, Falkland Islands.

aLyz..Ae d /'£t /3 <2y-D

7
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No._______________

(It is requested 
that, in any refer­
ence to this minute, 
the above Number 
and the date may 
be quoted).

y trc>*- 
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SC'S

MINUTE.

The Director of Public works,From To

STANLEY.

Stanley, Falkland Islands. 

E R E T.S C

With reference to your minute of the 2nd of November*

I am directed by the Acting Governor to request that you

will be good enough to furnish an estimate of the cost for

building a small store suitable for storing gelignite or any

other explosives maintained by your Department.

I am to add that pending a decision on the question2.

of a new store the shell store at Sapper Hill can be made

/

4th November, 

ACTING COLONIAL SECRETATY

available for the purpose of storing the gelignite referred to*

The colonial Secretary,

I

i *

no. 3/ 4/38*
(It is requested 

that, in any refer­
ence to this minute, 
the above Number 
and the date may 
be quoted.)

19 37.



/
'(h $

MINUTE.
9th November 1937•

With reference to your minute of the 1st November 1937? my reply

36U coils of fuse in the Shell Store at Sappei1 Hill, I beg to point out
that the store allotted is not a fit and proper place in which to store
explosives of this nature.
only a makeshift as a shell store, and is not considered fit for this
purpose, orders having recently been given for the removal of all the
shells there and their storage elsewhere. And yet gelignite is more
dangerous than shells when stored in the damp.

2. The Shell Store is constructed of old timber and is below the
It was formed at a time when funds wereground; consequently it is damp.

not available for the construction of a pepper building.

3. It is well known to those having a knowledge of explosives
containing nitro-glycerine that to store them in a damp place is highly

and in consequence I have to submit that His Excellency thedangerous;
Acting Governor mpy relieve me of all responsibility regarding the
safety or deterioration of this material if it is removed to the shell
store at Sapper Hill.

1}.. I suggest that His Excellency will be well advised to give
instructions for the materials to be stored in the Magazine at Magazine

There isValley until such time as a separate magazine can be erected.
ample room in this building, there having been stored there for the last

including one ton
of black powder which has since been dumped.

5. In addition to the above gelignite and fuses there are in the
Cordite Store at Rookery Bay a quantity of Maroons and fuses belonging

These articles have been deposited withto the Stanley Fire Brigade.
They were removed from the Magazinethe Government for safe storage.

at Magazine Valley at the same time as the order was given for the
removal of the gelignite. please, as to

whether/

i

To:- The Honourable the 
Colonial Secretary

From:- The Director of Public 
Works.

twenty-five years much more than the present supply,

May I receive instructions,

thereto dated the 2nd November and your minute dated the 8th November 1937
No.S/h/32, in which I am instructed to store 6U0 lb of gelignite and

The lined dug-out is not a magazine; it is



2.

whether these maroons and fuses are also to be placed in the dug-out
at Sapper Hill?

the Superintendent of the Fire Brigade may be warnedand submit that
accordingly.

6. With regard to the estimated cost of a magazine in which to
store the Public Works explosives, without knowing where it is to be
sited and not having prepared plans it is difficult to give a figure;

Therefore the rough estimate of, say, £150? must be accepted with some
and is subject to revision, depending largely on site and timereserve

of year that construction is undertaken.

7. I recommend that as the proposed building is for the storage
of explosives the Military Department should select the site, having
regard to any emergencies that may arise.

8. Further I strongly urge that this matter may be treated as
It will be seen that six days elapsed before an answervery urgent.

was received to my minute of the 2nd November; the reply being marked
urgent dated the 8th November. I have also to submit that the Minute
Papers dealing with the subject matter in hand should be forwarded to

instead of small minutes so that I may see the recommendations mademe
and record my observations or recommendations thereon.

9. Should not this correspondence be filed in the Minute Paper
which deals with magazines and storage of Public Works explosives? as I
suggest that the storage of blasting materials for quarrying is hardly a
matter for a Secret paper.

Director of Public Works.

especially when it is likely to be quoted against me in time to come.

If so, I estimate their life at approximately 8 weeks,



MINUTE.

19 37.9th November, 

The Colonial SecretaryFrom ToThe Director ofPublic Works,

STANLEY*

Stanley, Falkland Islands.

will be made available*
2. In order that this arrangement may be carried out I am to

ask that you will detail motor transport to report to Captain ,
Fleuret at the Secretariat as near 2 p.m* today as possibleA. I

to remove Defence Force requirements to other accommodation.
With this arrangement the keys of the Magazine in3.

Magazine Valley will be handed over to you when you will undertake
the sole responsibility of this Magazine until the new accommodation
is available but in any case the Magazine in Magazine Valley
will be required by the Defence Force for the safe keeping of
ammunition arriving on the ’Reina del Pacifico” in February, 1938.

/

acting colonial secretary.

No. 8/ 4r/38»
(It is requested 

that, in any refer­
ence to this minute, 
the above Number 
and the date may 
be quoted.)

With reference to your minute of the 9th of November, I am 
directed by the Acting Governor to inform you that the accommodation 

the previously a?, located for the storage of/explosives of your department


