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committee at a meeting held on the 7ti fl
of Hoverhber and the committee arc maitej^j
in agreement with Ills hxcellency’s minutk
I have also to thank the Hon, Tk
Colonial secretary for his kindness in
drafting out our rules.
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Copy of Rules of Falkland. Islands Defence Force Rifle
Association, dated 19th September, 1929.
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Falkland Islands Defence Force Rifle Club.
RULES
1. The Club shall ne called the Falkland Islands Defence Force Hi lie Club and shall consist of
members of the Defence Force, and non-member* over tin* ago of 30 years subject to election by the
Committee.
2. The Club shall be managed by a Committee consisting of a Chairman (The Officer Commanding
the Falkland Islands Defence Force) e.r-nffic;o and a Secretary, a Treasurer, and five others to he elected
annually; o/tin
n elected members of the Committee not less than four shall be serving members
of the Defence Force.
3.

The annual subscription shall be 5s.

•1. No shooting shall take place on the range unless three members are present on the firing point.
On all occasions a Range Officer shall be appointed either previously by the Committee or on the range
by the members present from among their own number before firing, and such Range Officer shall be
responsible for the orderly conduct of the firing.
5. The Club shall have the free use of the rifle range for shooting practices, matches,&c, at all times
when not required for Musketry Classification and shall be required to keep same in repair during such
shooting.
t). Records for all shooting shall be kept in a book provided for that purpose; and a register of all
shoots shall also be kept on the range. The register shall show, the date of the shoot, the number of
members shooting, and the quantity of ammunition issued, and shall be signed by the Range Officer
at the end of the shoot.
7. A red flag shall be hoisted on the flagstaff on Sapper Hill and also a red and white signal flag
shall be hoisted on Victory Green as early as possible on the day when shooting is to take place.
8. A supply of ammunition will be issued to ti e Club by the Officer Commanding the Falkland
Islands Defence Force in bulk, and shall be kept in a locked box in the range hut. Ammunition will
be issued to members for a bona-fide target practice at the rate of 3d per packet of 10 rounds by the
Range Officer.
9. The Committee shall have power to deal with and decide upon any matter relating to the Rifle
Club not embodied in these Rules.
Passed at a General Meeting held in the T(

T* - 1-7• 0)1

the liith day of September 1927.

J. M. Ellis.
Chairman.
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MINUTES OF GENERAL MEETING OF THE FALKLAND ISLANDS

i

DEFENCE FORCE RIFLE ASSOCIATION HELD ON THE 25TH OF OCTOBER,
1929.

present:

Captain Watson (in the Chair).
The Honourable G. R. L. Brown and twenty-seven
members.

lo

The minutes of the General Meeting held on the 19th of
September, 1929, were read and confirmed.

2.

Captain 7/at son informed those present that the meeting had}
\

been called with the object of reconsidering the decision
arrived at by the General Meeting held on the 19th of
September, 1929, when a Resolution was passed to the effect
that the Association should be called the Falkland Islands
Defence Force Rifle Association aid should consist of (a)

Members of the Defence Force, whether
registered on the Active, Reserve or Retired
lists.

(b)

Holders of the Long Service Medal

He pointed out that the Rule as passed would exclude all
civilian members who had enjoyed the privileges of the
Association during the past season and that it was His
Excellenoyfs wish that the matter should now be reconsi&ered.

For this reason a Committee Meeting had oeen

convened on the 22nd of October, at which Mr. G. R. L#

Mr.

Brown had attended on behalf of His Excellency.

Brown had explained His Excellency fs views in the matter
and after full discussion in Committee it was agreed
that the question of an amendment to Rule 1 should be
laid before a general meeting for consideration.

The

Chairman then asked Mr. Brown if he would kindly explain
to the meeting the views of His Excellency.
Mr. Brown said that he was present at a Committee
Meeting recently held for this same purpose.

{

He had

explained/ A

w

a

.

• ^

;
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explained at that meeting that it had been brought to His
Excellency’s notice that the amendment of the Rule in
question had the effect of excluding from membership
certain persons who had previously enjoyed that privilege
The
and who had done nothing to be treat ed in this way.
rule as it stood at that time stated that the Association
No
should consist of Members of the Defence Force only,
objection could be raised to that if the rights of all
It was His Excellency’s

existing members were safeguarded,

opinion, and he felt very strongly about the matter, that
members of the Association prior to the passing of the amende
ment who were not members of the Defence Force had every
His Excellency
reason to feel aggrieved by such treatment.
felt sure that the Association would realize the irregularity
and would oe only too anxious to put right a matter which
He asked that the
could only be regarded as an injustice,
meeting should not lose sight of the main point under consideration.

It was not a question of whether or not the

Association should be strictly confined to members of the
Defence Force , but one of rectifying an irregularity which
The Committee were
he was sure had been unwittingly made.
unanimously agreed that an alteration in the Rule as it
stood should be made in order to allow of the late members of
the Association who were not members of the Defence Force,
continuing their membership.

If the meeting agreed to the

suggested alteration he would read the amendment to the Rule
as drafted by the Secretary, but before doing so he would
like to hear the views of the meeting.
Mr. R. Robson said that he did not see why civilians
could not join the Defence Force if they wished to become
members of the Association

Mr. Brown replied that this

was hardly the question at issue.

It was a question of
principle/

j

/

5
In altering the oonsti tution of a Club or an

principle.

Association it was a serious matter to disregard totally
the rights of existing members simply by a stroke of the pen*
Mr. Mo Campbell said that he understood that it was
agreed at the Committee Meeting that the question of the
amendment of the rule should be left to the General Meeting
and that it was not, as had been stated, unanimously
agreed in Committee that the rule should be altered*
Mr. Brown asked as to what was recorded in the minutes
of the Committee Meeting regarding their decision.
The Secretary replied that he regretted that those
minutes had not been written*
Mr. Brown then suggested that some of the members might
express their views in the matter.
Mr . r. Campbell proposed and Mr. V. Summers seconded
that the Rule should remain as passed by the previous General
'Meeting.

Mr. V. Summers also mentioned that two General

Meetings of the Rifle Association had been held recently and
on one occasion only was there a single civilian member
It did not therefore appear that outside members
present.
had any interest in the Association.
Mr. J. W. Grierson stated that he wished strongly uo
support the recommendation of the Committee and moved that the
amendment of the Rule should be put before the meeting.
This was seconded by Mr. W* Summers*
Mr. J. F. Summers spoke in favour of the amendment
and said that he did not see what difference it would make
if the whole of Stanley were admitted as members of the
Association,

He could see no reason for excluding

civilians from membership.
During the discussion the question of marking arose
and Sgt. Major Allan in his capacity of Captain of the

i

Association/

f

- 4 Association said that all members whether members of the
Defence Force or not would be treated alike and would be
required to conform to any orders given.
Mr. Brown then asked the meeting to decide definitely
whether or not they intended to amend the rule in accordance with His Excellency’s wishes.

He pointed out that

His Excellency was not concerned as to the constitution of
the Association but desired that the privileges of every
member should be safeguarded.

He went on to say that His

Excellency was not only Commander-in-Chief but also Governor
and he considered that it was their duty to assist him in
every way possible,

He suggested that any prejudices which

the members ha'd might be allowed to waive,

He emphasized the

fact that the Association owed a debt of gratitude to His
Excellency which should not be o^rlooked.

His Excellency

had initiated and helped the Association in a way which no
one else would or could have done,

If the assistance were

suddenly withdrawn the Association would suffer badly, and if
the meeting deliberately opposed his wishes could it be
expected that his assistance in the future would be so readily
forthcoming.

Mr. Brown concluded by saying that he felt

strongly in the matter and hoped that the members would look
upon it from the same point of view,

He also hoped that the

views he had expressed would be clearly understood.

He then

read the suggested amendment to Rule 1 which was as follows :
tfl.

The Association shall be called the Falkland Islands
Defence Force Rifle Association and shall consist
of
(a)

Members of the Defence Force, whether regis
tered on the Active, Reserve, or Retired
lists.

(b)

Holders of the Long Service Medal.

Provided that members of the Association on the 50th
of April, 1929, whose names appear in the subjoined
Schedule shall for the purposes of these Rules be deemed
to be members of tfte Falkland Islands Defence Force.

Provided/

L

i

the SSSSJ.'S; ss SSfiSffilKbfssgselect a member who is not a member of the Falkland
Islands Defence Force nor the holder of the Long
Service Medal*”

The amendment was then put to the meeting by ballot
resulting in 19 votes in favour and Q against.
Mr* J* Gleadell then moved and Mr. M. Campbell
seconded that, subject to His Excellency’s approval, the
Rule should stand as it was originally under the provisions
of which non-members of the Defenoe Force over the age of
30 years could be admitted as members of the Association
subject to election by the Committee*
Mr* A* Fleuret made an amendment seconded by Mr. J. F.
Summers that the Rule should stand as passed at the General
Meeting that evening,

On a show of hand^being taken 2

were in favour of the amendment and Q in favour of the
proposal.

Mr* Fleuret pointed out that 8 could hardly be

considered a majority of 2V members,

The Secretary, was

however, instructed to submit the suggestion to His Excellency
for his consideration.
Mr. Brown then stated that he had another matter upon
which His Excellency desired him to address the meeting.
In the first place he wished to extend a cordial welcome to
the local Bisley Team in His Excellency’s name.

His

Excellency would meet them on Friday evening at a dance
which was to be held in honour of the team and would then
have an opportunity of welcoming them in person,

He

explained that as the members were aware the Government in
1928 and 1929 had provided £400 for the purpose of sending
a team to Bisley including £50 towards the expenses of the
local Bisley Meeting but that flis Excellency now felt that
this contribution could not be continued,

He assured the

meeting that so long as His Excellency was Governor of the

Colony/

[

;

6

Colony the annual grant of £50 towards the expenses of
the 3-ocal Bis ley Meeting would be maintained but it would
be necessary to curtail the assistance given to the team
sent to England,

It was His Excellency’s keen desire to

place the Association on a solid basis before leaving the
Colony*

He had the interest of bhe Association very

much at heart but other administrations would probably not
So large a sum as

have the same interest in shooting.

£400 a year from public funds would became open to criticism.
It would appear much more satisfactory that the expenses of
sending a team to Bisley be borne by those people really
interested and there were many in the Colony who he was sure
would willingly support the movement.

His Excellency had

suggested that land owners end business people should be
approached and that a general subscription list might be
started at an early date in order to raise funds to defray
these expenses.

He explained that it may not always be

necessary to incur considerable expenditure in sending a team
to England as it may often be found possible to select a
team of men wfro would be willing to go at their own expense.
Next season it was possible that a team could be selected
from officials proceeding to England on leave,

He was

authorised to say that so long as His Excellency was Governor
a contribution of £50 would be made towards the cost of
sedding a team to England to represent the Colony in the
Junior Kolapore Cup Competition.

If the grant was not

required in any one year it would be placed in the Savings
Bank and added to from time to time for this same purpose.
(Applause.)

The Government could not go on arranging

the Bisley Shoot;

the Association would in future have to

make all arrangements necessary in connection with the
sending of a team.

Mr. Brown concluded by saying that

His Excellency sincerely hoped that this would not affect
\

the/

i

7

the keenness in shooting and would greatly deplore the
failure of the Association to prosper now that it had
been so firmly established.
oapoain Watson said that he knew that His Excellency
ha.d the Association at heart, and he could truthfully say
that they had never received the same support from any
Governor as they had from Governor Hodson.

;Applause).

Mr. Je Fo Summers proposed a hearty vote of thanks
to His Excellency tho Governor for all he had done to
hel-p the Association.
Read and confirmed this

This was received with acclamatione

i
day of

1929 B

it
i

Seer etaryo

i

Chairman, Capt.

e°
FALKLAND ISLANDS DEFENCE FORCE RIFIE ASSOCIATION.
Stanley,
29th October, 1929.
Sir,
With reference to previous correspondence on the subject
of the amendment of Rule 1 of the Falkland Islands Defence
Force Rifle Association’s Rules, I am directed to submit
herewith, for His Excellency’s information, a copy of the
minutes of a General Meeting held on the 25th of October,
It will be seen that in accordance with His

1929.

Excellency’s wishes it was agreed that the Rule in question
should be amended to read as follows :
”1.

The Association shall be called the Falkland Islands
Defence Force Rifle Association and shall consist
of
(a)

Members of the Defence Force, whether registered
on the Active, Reserve, or Retired lists.

(b)

Holders of the Long service Medal.

provided that members of the Association on the 30th
of April, 1929, whose names appear in the subjoined
Schedule shall for the purposes of these Rules be
deemed to be members of the Falkland Islands Defence
Force.
provided also that under exceptional circumstances
the Committee may with the approval of the Governor
elect a member who is not a rrember of the Falkland
Islands Defence Force nor the holder of the Long
Service Medal.”
*
2.

It was, however, suggested subject to His Excellency’s

approval that the Rule should stand as originally printed in
the existing Rules of the Association.

As at present

printed it reads :
”1.

3.

The Club shall be called the Falkland Islands
Defence Force Club and shall consist of members
of the Defence Force, and non-members, over the
age of 30 years subject to election by the
Committee.”
I am to request that you will be so good as to

enquire whether His Excellency desires that the Rule should
be/
" HONOURABLE
HE COLONIAL SECRETARY,
STANLEY.

z
be amended as
proposed in Paragraph 1 of this letter or
whether it is bis wish that
the suggestion referred to
in paragraph 2 should be followed.

I am,
Sir,
Your obedient servant,

Secretary,
F.I.D.F.Rifle Association.

v
f-v

i

f
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FAT.KT.ATJD ISLANDS DEFENCE FORCE RIFLE ASSOCIATION.

RULES.
1.

The Association shall be called, the Falkland Islands

Defence Force Rifle Association and shall consist of (a)

Members of the Defence Force, whether registered on
the Active, Reserve, or Retired lists.

(b)

Holders of the Long Service Medal.

Provided that members of the Association on the 30th of
April, 1929, whose names appear in the subjoined schedule shall
for the purposes of these Rules be deemed to be members of the
Falkland Islands Defence Force.
Provided also that under exceptional circumstances the
Committee may with the approval of the Governor elect a member
who is not a member of the Falkland Islands Defence Force nor
the holder of the Long Service Medal.
2.

The Association shall be managed by a Committee con-

sisting of a Chairman (The Officer Commanding the Falkland
>■

r\s. -

Cc-t

Islands Defence Force) ex-officio and a Secretary, a Treasurer,
and. five others to be elected annually;

of the seven elected

members of the Committee not less than four shall oe serving
members of the Defence Force.
2.

The annual subscription shall be 5s. Od.

4.

Itfo shooting shall take place on the range unless :three
*

members are present on the firing point.

On all occasions a

Range Officer shall be appointed either previously by the
Committee or on the range by the members present from among their
own number before firing, and such Range Officer shall be
responsible for the orderly conduct of the firing.
5.

The Association shall have the free use of the rifle

range for shooting practices, matches, Ac., at all times when not
required by the Defence Force, and shall be required to keep
s

- 2

same in repair during such shooting.
6.

Records for all shooting shall be kept in a book

provided for that purpose;

and a register of all shoots shall

also be kept on the range,

The register shall show, the date

of the shoot, the number of members shooting, and the quantity
of ammunition issued, and shall be signed by the Range Officer
at the end of the shoot.
7.

A red flag shall be hoisted on the flagstaff on

Sapper Hill and also a red and white signal flag shall be
hoisted on Victory Green as early as possible on the day when
shooting is to take place.
8.

A supply of ammunition will be issued to the Associa-

tion by the Officer Commanding the Falkland Islands Defence
Force in bulk, and shall be kept in a locked box in the range
hut.

Ammunition will be issued to members for a bona-fide

target practice at the rate of 6d per packet of 10 rounds by
the Range Officer.
9.

The Committee shall have power to deal with and

decide upon any matter relating to the Rifle Association not
embodied in these Rules.
10.

The Rules passed at a General Meeting of the Falkland

Islands Defence Force Rifle Club on the 16th of September,
1927, are hereby superseded.
Passed at a General Meeting held in the Drill Hall on
the 19th day of September, 1929.
D. R. Watson,
Captain.
Chairman.

31st October 1930

From
The acting Hon,Secretary
D.F.Rifle Association
Stanley

To
The Hon,Colonial Secretary
Stanley

Sir
At a Committee Meeting of the above association held
at Stanley on Wednesday 29th October 1930, it.was proposed and
seconded, and the proposition received the aporoval of the
meeting, that Mr.Donald McPhee’s name should be submitted to
His excellency The Governor,for consideration as to his
election as a member of the association.
Mr Mcphee was never a member of the Force,but he
proceeded home from the Colony to take part in the Great 'war.
He is a inember of the Defence Force Club, and is over
aye for joining the Defence Force
I am

Sir
Yours obe dicntly
,
___
Lieut & adjutant
A/ Hon Secretary,D.F.R
v.®

■

{

%

Colonial Secretary
As requested by His Excellency I will
bring his resolutions up at bur next meeting. .
^ U^yGULk
7> G ft

F_-LKL.-,ND ISLANDS DEFENCE FORCE RIFLE
»

. v

SSOC3ATION

Stanley,
22nd September,1949•
Dear Sir,
At a Committee netting of the Rifle Association
held at Head Quarters on the 21st. inst. the Committee
were pleased to recommend the following gentlemen
for membership under the second proviso to Rule 1 of
the Rifle Association Rules
Mr. A. H. Jenkins,
Mr. V. Spencer
Mr. II. Slcillington.
I have been instructed by the Committee to
request you to place this recommendation before
His Excellency The Governor for his consideration
and approval.
I am
Sir,
Your obedient servant.
X-/

lion. S e c r e tu ry.
Lieut. Col. K. S. Pierce-Butler
0/C. Falkland Islands Defence Force.
Stanley.

