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THE COLONIAL SECRETARY,

Stanley, Falkland Islands.

Submitted. Pte.il.Clifton (Deceased) Jjoined the Force
Auzust 12th, 1912,
Record. Served on the outposts during 1914

and has been & thorouzh éfficent member

of the Defernce Force.

The Lelutives of the (Decdeased; have spplied for = Lilitery

funersl. I feel Jjustified in recommending

this for His -
Lecellency the Commweader in chief's approvel.
T amm Siv,

your obedient servant,
L}
oo . LoerS s war Cafpbmom

G CR S N O Ce .




® Christ Church Cathedral
Port Stanley Falkland Yslands

REV GERALD K. LOWE

September 25th,1940

The Honourable,
'he Colonial Secretary,
Stanley.

Honourable Sir:

Would kindly place the folliowing before His
Excellency the Governor and Commander in Chief;

Yesterday I conducted the iuneral of the Late
Pte H.R.Biggs,formerly of Arrow Point Out-post,who was taken
111 while on duty and died in hospital.

As a friest of the Church,snd an Officer of

the Forfe,l feel that the Funeral in so far as the Force was
concerned was a gisgrace to the British Army. Only a hadnful

of men attended. There was no farade. We have a Band which was
conspicuous by its absence,having been rehearsing for the past
few weeks, The Officer Commanding and the 4.D.C. representative

of the Commander in Chief did not bother to complete their atten
dance by carrying on with the procession to the Cemetery,but left
after the Service in the Church. The other Officers did carry on

to the cemetery. If this is 211 the interest teken by those in
command in the spiritual welfare of the men,I am almost tempted to
tender my resignation as Chaplain. I believe in doing things decently
and in order. '‘here could have been a properly organized parade,
complete with Firing Party etc. It was indeed a poor show when com-
pared with the Naval Funerals held from the Uathedral following the
Battle of the rlate. Biggs did not die in battle,it is true,but he
was on active service and as willing as any of us to defend the
Islands,and was therefore entitled to full wilitary Honours,

I do not sernd this protest in any uwlterior spirit,but in
the hope that s teps will be taken to insure future ceremonies of the

above nature will be more in keeping with the spirit and traditions
of the British Army.

Yours Faithfully,

M/«-’zfa«ue.

Chaplain. ¥,I,.D.F.
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Headquarters,
Falkland Islands Defence rForce,

Stanley, Falkland Islands.
26th September, 1440.

My Dear Chaplain,

Your letter of the 2bth inst.
addressed to the Colonial Secretary with refer-
ence to the funeral arrangements on the 24th
has been referred to me, and I hsve made
reply on the minute psper.

I write you direct to point
out thet 2s a matter of service discinline
and courtesy letters signed by wvou as Chaplain
should be sent in the first cuse through me

as Commanding Cfficer. “hether this present

case was through ignorance or design, I musty
ask you to keep to service channels for
gervice matters in future.

Yours sincerely,

g
A -

Major,
Officer Commanding,
IF.I1. Defence Force.

Capt. G.K. Lowe
Chaplain, F.I.D.F.
Stahley.



® 1st October, 40,

The Officer Commanding, Capt. G.K. Lowe,

F.1. Defence Force, Chaplain, F.I.D.F.,

Stoanley.

Your letter of the 2b6th September in connection with
Militnrv Funerals soddressed to the Hon. Colonial Secretarv
was forwarded by me to the Commander in Chief and I append

a2 copy of his corments and orders on the subject :-

"It iz part of the duty of the Chaplaln to the Forece
to satiafy himself of the srrangements for a funeral
before it takes place.

In future every member of the Defence Force on the
active 1list or who dies while the Force is on active
gservice ust have a full military funernl with [iring

narty etc."

4

S L 0N
Officer Cormanding,
F.I. Defence Force.
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Fron: {Colomicl Hecrstacy, T

28tn ‘ugust 67

Po:  Adjulont,

STARLEY
Goepiog: ¥, ‘.”.Im:ﬁon, Hr. To ¥allncsa,

falitery Cscorts for Munersls

e YeIaDeH e sgeort ab the funeral of the lobe ¥r. . Skdlling

UASs Vory goh t*}:mrec:’;&ta:}. and I was perscaslly glod 4o see such &

azart turn out. On future geersions when on cgeort is provided,
agynnes nobtien to Mr, Wallace woulld assiszt vhen srranfenents are
being nada.

(w5, vhompzon)
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P AYICL AND ISLANDS —~ DEFENCE FORCE,
Headguarters,
The Honourable, Stanley.
The Coloniel Secretary, 29th Auguat,1967.
STANLEY,
~—.
T
‘ Ry

Sir, s

Military Escorts for Funerals

Thank you for your memgrandum 30/30 of the 28th ! (K‘

Avgust, just to hand.

.

Tt is customary for escorts, if members can be ﬂZQfLQAﬁJ
released from their normel work, to be vrovided only Cﬁ
by request, This is probably not generally known and
if in future the Undertaker would meke early enguiries e
of the reletives concerned as to whether the deceased
was g member of the Defence Force and sdvise the Adjutant
if an escort is desired this would be zppreciated and
certainly sssist all concerned,

With regard Lo the late Mr., C., Skilling, I was not
aware that he had passed awey until the evening of the
2hth August. The Senior Chaplain made a request - by
telephone at 9 p.m., - for a Defence Force kscort for the
funeral service to be held the next day, As I was then
comnitted to attend a rather important meeting comrencing
just prior to the funeral service only the ready cooperation
of Government personnel made the escort possible apert from
other arrangements which I was obliged to make rather quickly.

I am,
Sir,

Youpsgobediently,

Copies enclosed for: F,5,M,
lir.T.Wallace,



30/30

30th August

To: Adjutant,
From: Colonial Secretary, ST D E
[ L] L] .y
STANLEY.

Military Escorts for Funerals

Thank you for your letter of the 29th August 1967. I
have not yet handed over the copies for Mr., Wallace and the
F.S.l4, because it would appear that our lines are slightly
crossed.

I do not went Yo involive the undertaiker in asking
Pamilies whether they want a military escort at a funeral.
So many of our older residents have been members of the
Force that if we do this we shell £ind ourselves attempting
to turn out more escorts than we can afford or get volunteers
for. As to your last paragraph I think you have misunder-
stood the situation as there was certainiy no complaint and
only congratulation on the turn out of the escort.

As Adjutant you alone can be approached for the provision
of an escort and it would be umsual to put the Foree into the
hands of the undertaker (unless the members die in due order).

Might I say that Mr. Wallace has made no complaint but
only mentionsd in passing that some set tie-up would be
preferable to the present ad hoe arrangement,

Unless you think it nscessary, and do not bother to tell
me unless you do think so, I shall not hand on the copies of
your letter,

(W,H. Thompson)
COLONIAL SECRETARY

Pmco

-
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