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I5th October 1939.

Dear Commanding Officer,

Can anything be done about releasing for return to
their civil duties of some of the staffs of this Off ice.the
Treasury and the Printing Office ?. Printing of ordinances and
badly needed forms is already far behind the normal time for such
work. The shortage of staff in this and the Treasury Depts is
seriously impairing the efficiency of the Civil Administration
and causing considerable delay in dealing with the Estimates for
1940 and also other Financial matters such as the making up of
the Savings Bank accounts. With recruits available you may find it
possible to return -at any rate until the pressure abates - the
following:-

Treasury E.Leliman,
This Office K.Deliman

Aldridge <»
Printing Sedgwick and Grierson.

Yrs.s incerely.



Headquarters,
STATTLEY.

17th 1 ctober, 1939.

Pear Colonial Secretary,

Your letter of the 15th arrived as I was ’’combing

out” the nominal roll of the Force to see where there were

any spare men, as the force itself is in need of

reinforcements in part, and a new guns crew has to be found.

At the moment I cannot see how these are to be produced.

When therefore I say I cannot offer you any help in

your difficulties I trust you will realise fully that it is

not because I am not appreciative of them but because I am

completely unable.

Wile I am unable to do all I would like to, I have

been able tomake arrangements whereby you can have Lt.

Aldridge back for afternoons during such time as the

exigencies of the Service permit which I hope will help

you a little.

Do you not feel that we have now reached the point

where if the defence of the island is to take precedence

over all else some action should be taken to reorganise

those members of the community of military age into (1)

those whose civil services are essential to keep the economic

and administrative life of the dependency going and (2)

those in non-essential employment^ and then, make discharges

or reenlistments accordingly?

I feel this would ai least spread the ’’discomforts

of the war” more fairly amongst the community.

Yours very sincerely,



HEADQUARTERS
FALKLAND ISLAND DEFENCE ^ORCE
STANLEY.

18th. October 1939

Dear Colonial Secretary,

Further to our conversation to-day, as to the

release from the Force of certain of your Staff, I am glad

ibo be able to tell you that^subject to the adoption of the

scheme for obtaining replacements being approved by His

Excellency, to whom it has been to-day submitted, I shall be

shortly in position to let you have back two printers -

Sedgwick and King. With regard to Lellman for the Treasury,

I cannot possibly take the responsibility of releasing him

until time has been allowed for training his successor as

range-takei? for the Sappers Hill Gun. This is a very

highly specialised duty and even the instrument has to be

adjusted to the new man’s eyesight.

As already arranged Lt. Alldridge will be available

in the afternoons from now on.

I trust that this will meet your immediate needs

and assure you that Lellman of the Treasury will be released as

soon as is practicable.

Yours very .sincerely,

Major. 0.0. Defence Force





HEADQUARTERS,
FALKLAND ISLAND DEF
STANLEY.

18th. October 1939

Sir,

I have the honour to submit for the kind consideration

of Your Excellency the following data as to the release of 

members of the Force and their replacement.

1. My problem is to find replacements for the men who are
urgently required to go back to the Secretariat and also
additional men for the new gun at Charles Point when
mounted.

2. Of the twenty seven men shewnon the last return sent
to Your Excellency, as being trained but returned to civil
life? after deducting those who have come back to the
Force to release such men as Lorry drivers etc., and those
who cannot be spared to come back to the Force, and those
who have volunteered for whaling, there remain eight ,
one of whom is the son of Mr. Pole-Evans.

3. The nev/ gun will require a crew of nine . Which means
I still have to find a further one men for the gun before
the three for the Secretariat can be found.

4. I submit that the post at Yorke Bay, in anticipation
of the gun post st Charles Point, should be merged with
the post at Tussock "point in the form of a patrol, three
men from Yorke Bay being used to exchange two fur the
Secretariat and one for the new gun, the other being
added to Tussock Point.

5. Your Excellency will observe that this only gives two
of the three men required by the Secretariat. The third
E.Lellman of the Treasury, is the range-taker at Sapper
Hill gun and I suggest that one of the new-gun’s crew should.
be trained to take his place.as such training will take
some considerable time and involves the adjustment of the
rangefinder to the new mans eyesight, and I trust that by
the time that his training is completed . another man to
complete the hew gun’s crew will be available.

6. As an example of the difficulties with which I am faced
I would point out that the only immediate relief for
Sedgwick, one of the printers, is C.6.M. Summers a
valuable non-commissioned officer of the Force.

I have the honour to request that I may have Your

Excellency’s approval to the above proposals as after the most

complete and thorough consideration of the case I can see no

alternative, if all the desiderata are to be achieved.

I have the honour to be,
Sir, /

Your ^elle^y \^ob^ien^^s.ervBnt,

0*^* Defence Force.



From His Excellency the Governor and Commander-in-Ohief
to the Officer Commanding the Defence Force.

I am unable fully to appreciate the difficulties referred

to in your letter of today.

1. 109 members of the Defence Force are given in

the list of members rendered to me on the 6th of

September as being in the camp. Any of these could

be called into Stanley on duty, leaving quite suf­

ficient men between 18 and 41 who could be enrolled

for coast watching though not now members of the

Force.

2. The especial necessity for any individual,

e. g. D. Pole-Evans, is not very clear. He is one

of the latest volonteer recruits and his only

militery qualification is being able to drive a

lorry. For sheep farming he is worth probably

any three men.

3. The guard at Tussac Point is a gun’s crew and

it appears inadvisable to have any mergings, where

they are concerned, for extra patrol work.

4. Yorke Bay is essentially a night post like

Hookers Point and I am unable to appreciate its

value during the day time.

5. I appreciate the difficulty about Gunner E.F.

Lellman but in any case a second man trained for

range-finding is essential. It seems very desirable

by tests to find a relief with the same eyesight to

avoid the necessity for adjustments.

6. To sum up, it appears that you should have a

dozen men at least in from the camp



MINUTE.
UHG-FNT.
INO._________

(It is requested
that, in any refer­
ence to this minute,
the above Number
and the date may
be quoted.)

1Q .t.h.....cT..anua.ry. 1940.

From The Officer Qommun.dlni To. The H.o.nou rab.l.e.

P. I. Defence...Force. The Colonial Secretary,

Stanley, Falkland Islands. .Stanley.

I have the honour to request that Signalman V. King he released
from civil duties at the earliest possible moment.

2. My reason for making this request is that a serious situation
has now arisen in that Sapper Hill Battery is without a signalman.
As this position is the examination Battery it is essential that a
trained signalman should be stationed there permanently.

Officer 0ornmanding,
Falkland Islands Defence Force.



I imif i'iY
.(INCORPORATED BY ROYAL CHARTER 1851.'

ZZ uo30th JanuaryELEGRAMS,"FLEETWING PORTSTAN LEYv.a RADIO.

REGISTERED 1902.

AGENTS FOR
THE PACIFIC STEAM NAVIGATION COMPANY.

AGENT FOR LLOYDS.

Sir,

I beg to request that Ptes. H.Sedgwick and R.F.Hannaford,

carpenters employed by this Company, may be released from

Military duties for urgent work as follows -

Camber jetty - re-deck and erect crane. Very urgent.

Piling face of East Jetty.

Erection of house at Hill Side.

Construction of house for Roy Cove.

Construction and erection of house for Leicester View,
Foxbay W.

Construction and erection of cookhouse for Foxbay V/.

The above are in addition to our ordinary maintenance

work which is considerable.

I am,

Sir,

your obedient servant,

/ *

Manager•

The Honourable

The Colonial Secretary,

Stanley.



No.

(It is requested
that, in any refer­
ence to this letter,
the above Number
and the date may be
quoted.)

Colonial Secretary’s Office,

Stanley, Falkland Islands,

I am,

Colonial Secretary.



(Lljr jFcdklmtd 3$lanii0 (Lompaui), 1 hinted.
--------------------------- ^(INCORPORATED BY ROYAL CHARTER IS5IJ - - -----

AGENT FOR LLOYD S.

AGENTS FOR
THE PACIFIC STEAM NAVIGATION COMPANY.

REGISTERED 1902.

TELEGRAMS’“FLEETWING PORTSTANLEYv.a radio.
10th February,

Sir,

Further to my letter of 30th January, 19U0 with reference
\ / to the release cf two carpenters, I have to inform you that
/
y work of an urgent nature is still increasing and accumulating

as follows :-

(1).  Racks and shelves for Naval Store at Camber Shed.

(2).  ’’Port Richard” to dock and carry out underwater repairs.
Even the operation of docking cannot be undertaken
without 4 carpenters, of whom we have only 3.

(3).  Oil barge to dock, examine and repair when convenient.

(4).  We have also to construct rafts for our vessels under
the safety measures for passengers and crews of
torpedoed or mined vessels as per circular from the
Chamber of Shipping.

I shall be very grateful for an early decision.

I am,

Sir,

your obedient servant,

Manager.

The Honourable

The Colonial Secretary.

Stanley.



197/39.

HO'Cth February,

Sir,

ith reference to your letters of the 30th

January and the 10th February, I am directed to

inform you that the Military Department has arranged

to release from midnight tohight the two carpenters

for which you applied.

I am,

Sir,

Your obedient servant,

Colonial Secretary.

The Manager,
The Falkland Islands Co., ntd.,

STANLEY.



Qi ln> 'alld Jl0I mtb# (L m n p mw, Mtmib fr,
--------------------------(incorporated by royal CHARTER IS5!.)•--------—---------------

AGENTS FOR LLOYDS.

TELEGRAMS''FLEETWING PORTSTAN LEY'I.a RADIO<

19th February, jC) 40.

Sir,

I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter No. 197/39

dated 13th February, 1940, for which I thank you.

I am,

Sir,

Manager.

Your obedient servant,

The Honourable,
The Colonial Secretary,

Stanley.



MINUTE.No._______________
(It is requested

that, in any refer­
ence to this minute,
the above Number
and the date may
be quoted).

From Finan ci al Secretary,

9th March, 19 40.

'l'o The Honourable 

The Colonial Secretary,

Stanley, Falkland Islands.
STANLEY.

URGENT.
Signaller H.L.Bound, Falkland Is. Defence Force.

Dwing to pressure of work in order to close the Annual
Accounts, and to properly allocate the routine duties of this
Office, I would be glad if Private Bound could be released
from Military duty in order to return to his substantive post.

2. I have discussed this matter with the Officer Commanding
the Falkland Islands Defence Force, and I gather from him that
Mr. Bound has been under medical treatment for some time, and
that he would be able to dispense with his services.

3. I would be glad if Mr. Bound could resume duty in the
Treasury at the earliest possible date.

Financial Secretary



 • INCORPORATED BY ROYAL CHARTER 1851. 

REGISTERED 1902.

AGENTS FOR LLOYDS.

TELEGRAMS "FLEETWING PORTSTAN LEYv,. RADIO.

18th..March,.   

Sir,

As we are in some difficulty with regard to the temporary

manning of ”Fitzroy” and of the Floating Dock concurrently, I

should be grateful if the temporary release of W.Browning and

J.R.G-leadell could be arranged until the return of "Fitzroy”

about 7th April or until -'Port Richard” is undocked, whichever

occurs first.

These men would be available in an emergency and transpor

to their respective outposts would be guaranteed by us.

I am,

Sir,

Manager.

your obedient servant,

The Honourable

.The Colonial Secretary,

Stanley.



197/39

HO23rd Haroh,

With reference to your letter of the 18th of

I am directed by the Governor to inform

you 'that two carpenters were released on the 15th

the particular purpose stated in yourFebruary for

letter of the 10th February and for the specific 

purpose of enabling the docking and underwater repairs 

to be carried out on the "Port Richard” •

work will be done in accordance with that understandin 

eveii though it is unfortunately not deemed possible 

by the Officer Commanding the Defence Force to release 

at the moment two key Military men in charge of posts

I am,

Sir,

Colonial Secretary.

March, 19U0,

Sir,

The Manager,
The Falkland Islands Co., Ltd.,

STANLEY.

2. Hie Excellency trusts therefor that the

Your obedient servant,



ELEGRAMS,"FLEETWING PORTSTAN LEY v.* RADIO.

^INCORPORATED BY ROYAL CHARTER 1851.

AGENTS FOR
THE PACIFIC STEAM NAVIGATION COMPANY.

17th April,

AGENT FOR LLOYDS.

REGISTERED 1902.

/.? ho.

Sir, /
Vrith reference to His Excellency’s request for a

detailed statement to you of men required for (a) Imperial

work, (b) private work of an urgent natur.e, I have to inform

you that since the return of all the men from South Georgia?

the position has more or less resolved itself for the present.

Also two useful men have been returned to us from Military

duties? namely F. Coleman and ¥/. J .Halliday. I have also been

able to secure the services of a Norwegian engineer for the

homeward voyage of "Lafonia”. This has relieved one local

mechanic for service in "Fitzroy". 7e have work in connection

with the pumping station at the Oil Fuel Depot for which I

would have asked for the temporary services of Sgt.J.R.Gleadell

but I understand he may be needed for H.M.S."Afterglow". I

will therefore endeavour to do this particular work as best

we can with the men available. I hope that we may be allowed

to retain the services of the two carpenters apprentices who

were released to us on Ipth February last. Although H.M.S.

"Afterglow” is nearing completion of repair? there is still

considerable arrears of work for Admiralty account. Also

docking and maintenance of floating plant? though of a private

nature? is almost equally urgent from a Naval point of view. 7

. The urgent private work enumerated in my letters of 10th.5and

January is at the moment at a standstill.

I ani,

Sir,
THE HONOURABLE Your obedient servant?

^HE COLONIAL SECRETARY /
STANLEY 'fauX'

‘Manager.





Christ Cljnrdj Catlj^hral
^tanky Jalhlanb Uslanbs

Rev Gerald k. Lowe

The Honourable,
The Colonial Sec-retary
Stanley.

April 26th,1940

Honourable Sir:

Would you kindly place the following
request before His Excellency the Governor.

Private Paice,aged 17 years,now serving
in the Falklands Islands Defence Force,was,previous to
the warserving an apprenticeship in the engineering dept
of the Falkland Islands Company. Private Paice and his
parents are most anxious that he should be released from
active service and given the opportunity of continuing
with his apprenticeship.

D have spoken to the Commanding Officer,and
he was not willing to release the boy from MilitarymSertice*

Mr.J.M.Thomson,informs me that the boy was
doing very well and would in time be successful.

It seems to me most unfortunate that this boy
who is very keen on his career should not be given the oppor­
tunity of returning to it. There are so few local chances of
our boys ever attaining to anything higher than the status of
a labourer.

I can assure His Excellency,that if the boys
request is granted,he will only be too pleased to return to
the ranks if the need arises.

Yours Faithfully,



i97/39*

2nd May, Uo

Reverend Sip,

Uith reference to your letter of
the 26th April, I9I1O, I have the honour to

inform you that arrangements have been made to

release all apprentices serving on outpost; duty

with the Defence Force in vzhich case Pte. Palco

will automatically return to civil employment#

I am.

Reverend Sir,

Your obedient servant,

Colonial Secretary#

The Reverend,
G. K# Lowe,

STABLE?#

i
I



Excerpt from rotes of points discussed b3/~ His

Excellency the Governor and the Executive Engineer 

on Monday, 29th April, 19UG.

DEFENCE FORCE, Cpl. Fleuret to be released to the

Police Force as soon as convenient arrangements can be

made for his replacement in the Defence Force.



Excerpt from Notes of joints discussed by His

Excellency the Governor and -the Bxcutive Engineer

on Monday? 2gth April, ighQ.

DEFENCE. FORCE. R.S.hl. to take command of Canopus

pending the release from civil duties for this

purpose of Captain Fleuret.



(It is requested
that, in any refer­
ence to this minute,
the above Number
and the date may
be quoted.)



NO._______________

(It is requested
that, in any refer­
ence to this minute,
the above Number
and the date may
be quoted.)

From

Head. Printer,

MINUTE.
18 thSeptember, 19 UO.

To. The. Honour able..,

Colonial.Secretary.

Stanley, Falkland Islands.

Owing to pressure, of work and being short handed it is impossible

to carry out all printing required, I beg to ask if Cpl. Grierson

could be released from Military Duty.

Head Printer.
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Subj e o t: .Release of Counted Infantry llember .

Hon. Col. Secretary,
Stanley, F. I.

Further to our telephone conversation with reference
to the release of a Camp man for employment in a local
bakery, I have now received the enclosed formal request.

2. Under the Defence Force Ordinance the man can
only be exempted from Military Service by an Order in
Council by His Excellency (vide Schedule f3T). 1 doubt
whether this is really necessary. The man can be
‘’Granted indefinite leave subject to immediate recall”
as has been done before in similar eases. 3y these
means should the man, as others have done, leave the
bakery, ne can be easily re-embodied and avoid the need
for cancelling the Order in Council.

3. Will you, please, say what you wish me to do
in this case.

STANLEY.
6 Apr 44.

Lieutenant-Colonel,
Officer Commanding,

F. I> D, F.



Stanley Bakery,
Stanley.

April 4th. 1944.

Lt. Col. J.A.Woodgate,
0.0.F. “.D.F.

Stanley.

Dear Sir,
I wish to ask if you will be good enough to excuse

from all Military Duties Mr E, Barnes who has just arrived

from the West Falklands and who is a full partner in the

above oakery with me.

Yours Faithfully,



MINUTE.No.

16 th August 19 ZjJ+

■1 6AU(|.19^^ HONOURABLE

'UnoFrom THE EXECUTIVE ENGINE
THE COLONIAL SECRETARY

(It is requested
that, iii any refer­
ence to this minute,
the above Number
and the date may
be quoted).

StGREiT4ffRf-<.CONFIDBNTIAI^Xy------- <<zz

Stanley, Falkland Islands. STANLEY.

In anticipation of the increased activities of this
department following demobilisation, I vzant to relieve Mr. Lees
of his additional war-time duties as Storekeeper and for the
same reason train the ex Storekeeper in the system which has been
adopted since he left. I would be grateful therefore if arrange-*
ments could be made for Mr. 3.V.Dixon to rejoin the Department as
at 1st September 19UU* The Officer Commanding Falkland Island
Defence Force has agreed to release Mr. Dixon at this time.

No provision is made under XV111 for the current year for
salary of Storekeeper, but if Mr. Dixon is released there will be
a corresponding saving on XX1. 2 Military Pay and Allowances and
XV11. 20 Supplementary Pay.

EXECUTIVE ENGINEER.



No. opy to information.
(It is requested

that, in any refer­
ence to this minute,
the above Number
and the date may
be quoted).

^r0m Colonial Secretary,

18 th August,

To Sxecut i ve Engineer ,

19 44

Stanley,

Stanley, Falkland Islands. Falkland Islands.

With reference to your confidential minute of the 16 th August

there is no objection to the return of Mr* ?J*V* Dixon to the post of

Store-keeper as from the 1st September.

2. It is appreciated that there will be a corresponding saving 

under Head XXI/2*

3. When the final position of Head XVIII/1, as a whole, aan be

accurately estimated:, a Special Warrant may be applied for, if necessary.

for the nett over expenditure on the whole Subhead, and savings quoted 

where possible.

xmavaa o -m
Colonial Secretary.



Ao- i7Q/^9.
(It is requested

that, in any refer­
ence to this minute
the above Number
and the date may
be quoted.)

MSNUTE.

To

From
The Colonial Secretary*

28th February* 19 45.

The Officer Commanding*

Falkland Islands Defence Force*

STANLEY.Stanley, Falkland Islands.

1 understand that Constable D. Fleuret is being returned to
9

Civilian Duties. I should be grateful if you would infom me of the

•proposed date of his release in order that I may make the necessary

departmental arrangements.

2. I should appreciate similar information iThenever a member of

the Permanent Establishment is released.

K. G. BRADLEY
Colonial Secretary.



NO. MINUTE.
(It is requested

that, in any refer­
ence to this minute
the above Number
and the date may
be quoted.)

^?<wh?he Officer Commanding,

Falk. Is. Defence Force,
Stanley, Falkland Islands.

28th February, 1945*

To The Honourable

The. Colonial. Secretary,

...STANLEY......

n . With reference to your Minute of today’s date, I have the honour

q&to inform you that Constable D. Fleuret is being released from military

full-time duties as from midnight tonight. I regret that through an

oversight you were not informed of this decision when it was taken, but

this will be borne in mind when any other P.E. officials are released.

(Sgd.) R. Greehshields,
Major.

Officer Commanding,
Falkland Islands Defence Force.


