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C.S.O. No

Inside Minute Payer. Sheet No.........

1 Tele.r;ran from 3. .a... :•

Honourable Colonial Secretary.

All references are to the Geog. Sec. Gen. Staff Map 4466

All huts are of the Nissen type and mainly 16ft. wide, 
with both wood and concrete floors and both lined and unlined. 
General condition is poor. Corrugated iron rusting badly and 
no hut really watertight.

Infantry lines all huts demolished except II.Q. wrey this 
in use by owne^ of land following reversion of W.D. lease.

R.A.S.C. Lines about 28 huts remain, six including one 
24fto type still contain small quantities of stores. Simma 
Garrison Theatre (cinema) in fairly sound condition recently 
re-roofed and in use as gun park and also s$are for Bren Gun 
Carriers and Radar spares.

R.A.O.C./R.E.M.E. Lines 44 huts all in use as store sheds 
but gradually emptying as.stores are sold. Garage and workshop 
on west side of west road into lines in good condition and

Officers Mess between Garrison Theatre 
and these workshops comprises two 16ft. Nissens joined together

Remainder of camp about 12 usable huts and Force Hqrs. All 
others demolished, 
condition.

1.

2.

3-

4.

steel framed.

5.
Force Hqrs. front facade only in good

6. The original cost of t>e camp is not known.

Estimated depreciation value 73?o-

Disposal value is information that you have I believe.

Bee 3, 4> 5 above. as to present occupier.

10. A large number of buildings have been remobed after sale 
to private individuals on—Aft.D.- authority to dispose of any 
buildings possible, 
bay of 16ft. nissen and is 25/~ for unlined hut with concrete 
floor, 35/- for Kualined huj with concrete floor and .50/- 
for lined hut with wooden floor.

7.

8.

9.

Standard price is based on per 6ft.jsc. 9 (

r*1-
Falkland Islands Company.11 .

Area of site is information you have.^ 
one and one half miles.

Distance from town12.

All the above refers to Main (or Falkland) Camp.

The Stanley camp has virtually been demolished and is all 
16ft. Nissens huts some used for the storage of gun parts. 
About half the area belongs to the Crown the other half is j 
on a five year lease to Mr. Davis. xhe Camp adjoins the A
town. M

jm

13.

14



14. The hutments on the Camber, on the other side of the 
Harbour from the town are in a worse condition than others. 
They are all 16ft. Nissen type, 
the Admiralty, 
and the site can only be

They are on land owned by 
No water supply or electricity is available 

approached by water.

Executive Engineer.
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I have spoken to Mr. Bunting and discover that the 
following information is what is required by him

Fixed assets.

Nissen Huts at : (a) The Main Camp to the west of
the town.

(b) In the R.A.Camp on Callaghan Rd.

(c) 1 hut at the Naval Oil Depot.

Recalled from P. «Y. D. on 5* 4.4-8 in accordance -with H. C. S!s 

instructions contained in circular • of 19*3*48 (filed in 119/36).memo

EE

A.

L.
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At prevailing local sale value the huts unsold areas follows pi: -

Main Camp,
Nissen Huts.

In use hy: Value,No.
£

; F.I.D.S.
P.V.D.
D.Force. 

'Camp use -

U93
10 07

2 20
36 463 £ 629O fl o e c c « c

A . Ac Cainpo

38Camp use. 3 38
Camber,

Camp use. 141 14© , ©

via in Camp,

]k Cinema Hall. 
k Oarage Ige.

1 £
1 £ £

Regarding buildings marked jk I should be grateful if 
P.Y'oDo could be asked to survey pi .as there is a large quantity 
of Corrugated I&om etc involved the value of which must be 
considerable.

2.

The above details do not include the following building 
controlled by the Admiralty and to whose ownership I am not 
clear:-

3*

6 Huts.Cemetery
Oil Depot
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H. Si S.

I agree with draft as written pi.

With reference to the reverse of 22a. All huts
could be easily disposed of to the Public but are at present 
held on your instructions, 
is to hold good, a note might be added to the draft telegram 
to that effect?

I suggest that if this instruction

A . *l(s> . *» •
Vj

S' yi . w/W.
^ rfo.n £ 4 A ~

c^O
l

v'-^V^VV\ /C yA , A/-. ^ SA-f- Lf-

H.C.S.
Attached herewith pi. is a re-type of the 

draft S/T to S. of 3. which now includes a reference t 
Cinema Kali. sJ f*

Ch.-ih-B.
2^7.48.
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Submitted herewith please is a draft S/Gram to thfe Secretary 
of State, together with lists of certain stores which the Disposals 
Board have been unable to sell, 
are also given*

Details of estimated freight etc etc

The.subject of re-instatement is dealt with in 94/42(attched) 
If carried out in the manner stated,it will prove

In.view of the fact that

2.
para (6) of 8A.
extremely costly to the War Department, 
the huts are occupied by Army equipment and to a large extent by P.W.D. 
and F.I.D.S. stores, I feel at a loss to make an intelligent suggestion 
for dealing with reinstatemeiit at this stage, 
draft that the War Office might take the matter up on Mr.Young’s return 
'to the United Kingdom?.

I have mentioned in the

Suggested alternative accomodation for the guns, searchlights, 
etc would be4itfta?the Oil Depot or the ammunition magazine at the east 
of the harbour.

3.
The latter would be the cheaper. •

Vouchers crediting the Falkland Islands Company with rent
will

4.
for the periods 1/4 - 31/12/47 and V1 ~ 31/12/48 @ £138 p.a 
be prepared and passed to the Treasury this month.

• ?

As the position of the ammunition magazine^is mentioned, 
should the telegram be marked1Secret \ pi?

5.
y

1U.12.l4-8.
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70.

H.C.S.

(X) noted thank you.

The E. E. has asked that the sum of £200 for the purchase 
of the Cinema Hall he divided between subheads - Construction of 
Hanger (£50) and New Fov/er House (£150),both new sub-heads under 
XXI. PUBLIC Y/ORKS. 
hnd passed accordingly please.

2 e

The necessary Adjustments have'been prepared

Ctw^rTB.
22/12/48.
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S.E.
Thank you. 

with a view 
War Office
the question of rent wi 

t about the gayt

we are at present negotia 
arranging an Exchange of 

or Lot 57, the ^her side 
not arisen

?ng with the F. I.C, 
be land leased to/the 

the harbour, so w*th luck

still beipig used b F. I.D.F. ?age ? Is i

1.1./50.
/ :(i

;
Y.E.

At p.85 the S/S asks for details of the disposal of the 
remaining Nissen Huts,Cinema

/



5.E.
Thank you. Can you give me a note of the total number of | 

Nissen huts sold and the price realised ? The Cinema we oaid 
£200 for,I think.

We are at present negotiating with the F.I.C.with a view 
to arranging an exchange of the land leased to the army for Lot 
57 on the other side of the harbour. If this goes through the 
question of rent will not arise. On the other hand the question 
of reinstatement claim would interest us more closely. We might 
at a oinch have to offer to set off the value of the Garage and 
the remaining Nissen Huts against any reinstatement claim. For 
this purpose can you give an estimate for the value of the 
Garage and huts,and the approximate cost of reinstating the land.

2.

H.M. Upi /U . iMlo)
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9b. Telegram No. 64 from



°n
Please see 96,with reference to 91 and minutes at 89- 

90. Is the £954 odd cn deposit with the Treasury here ?
You minuted in other papers recently that the 
worth £100,1 think. garage was

2. With regard to the figure of £1,500 for re-instatement 
of the land,assuming that our proposed exchange with the 
P.I.C.goes through,would you be in a position to say how 
that figure was made up ? The wording of para 3 on 96 is 
rather odd and suggests to me that the War Office expect 
their liability to be more.

15. 5. 50.
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f

ic1Telegram No 73 from Secretary of State of 2nd June, 1950.

f: r
A/T.

Minute at 90 and para6 1 and 2 of minute at 98. 
Would you please confirm that this suit, is held by us 
for credit of the Ministry f Supply.

5. 6. 50,
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Telegrams at 96 and 99,with minutes from 97. 
87 is also relevant. Minute atDraft reply at cover s.f. c.
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W5
Please see E.E's note at foot of previous page. 

There was only one bidder, Mr. Hardy, and the surr. he 
offered was above the reserve price fixed at p.30 of 
0838/3 attached.

Y.E.

3. Draft at cover s. f. c.
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130-156,with minute at 138. It appears that we cannot 
ship the Bofors guns home on the Biscoe. The only answer 
appears to be that we will ship them when a larger vessel 
calls here,whenever that may be.

iU!
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• /v7H.C.S. ,
The complaint at 144a "regarding the casual way in 

which the local Defence Force look after the equipment in 
their care" is as much unfounded as the local correspondent 
is ill-informed,,

It is true that eight Bofors guns and incidentally 4 
3*7 A/A. guns and parts were left in the Colony when the 
Garrison was withdrawn, hut they were placed in a state of 
preservation and stored in the weather proof cinema building 
at Stanley Camp and left in charge of the P. Y/*D0 
an Army Disposals Board, 
required for other purposes, the guns were moved to a large 
nissen hut in the R„A. Camp to the south of Stanley.
Subsequent breakings-in and severe weather conditions have 
had their effect on the hut with the result that the contents 
have for a long time past been exposed to the elements.

Early in 1950 the Defence Force did in fact obtain the 
the loan of one Bofors gun for drill purposes, and this was 
set up in the Customs Shed at the head of the Public Jetty 
where it was stripped, thoroughly cleaned and re-assembled.
On the completion of the winter training it was placed in a 
state of preservation and left in the Customs Shed, and it 
was not until quite recently that the gun was removed to the 
R„A. Camp on the Customs Shed being required for F.I.D.S. work.

I strongly refute any suggestion that the care of any 
ex-Garrison guns or equipment is the responsibility of the 
Defence Force.

So far as the complaint itself is concerned I can only 
|guess at its origin, and my guess is substantiated by the 
photograph of the weasel which is shewn resting on the 
premises" of the Estate L. Williams some 500 yards from the 
R#A. Camp where the Bofors are stored0

acting as 
When the cinema building was

ex-F. I.D. 3.

Y.E.
Page 144 and enclosures. I agree with A.C.S's minute 

above,and with his supposition as to the identity of Mr.
Martin-Sm.ithT s correspondent. He rather gave the show away 
by including the photo of the weasel,which incidentally is 
not e.x-arrry but was purchased and brought here by FIDS.
The comparison drawn between the state of the Army's property 
and that of the Navy is correct,but then the Navy pays for 
a caretaker.over its property and the Army does not.

/<6$Fan. 2. 1 submit draft reply at cover.
A pUXi. 6j CI tlu. Fit * i
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H. C. S • 5

Mr. Greece of the F. I*Co. has just phoned to say that
it is not possible to ship the Bofors guns on the.*Merak Nu nor 
does he think it v/ill be possible to ship them on the "Da Capo*.
He suggests that they be shipped by this "Fitzroy" via Montevideo.

I doubt very much whether it would be desirable to discharge 
the guns onto the dock in Montevideo to await onward shipment ?.

A. C. S.
7/3/52.\
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EXTRACT FROM PAGE TWO IN 1511.

As to Bofors, Gapt. Horncastle thinks that it would be possible

to put them into proper care and maintenance, 

they will never l.t us scrap them.

If it is, it should be done;

(INTLD) IvI.G.
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Telegram No. 79 to S/S of 10. A.55.

Saving Telegram No. 87 from S/S of 12.6.54.

215.

216.

217.

A.C.S.

216. Pse. prepare a precis of problem.

(INTLD) C. C. 30/6/54.
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H.C.S. 2(7.
The question is reinstatement of land, rented to the Y/.O. by F.I.C.,

25.30 acres of Townbetween Stanley and Moody Valley at £138 per annum 
pasture land on which Army Gamp was built.Refs;

9 4/42
8 “With regard to reinstatement, the War Department has been made liable to restore 

the property or pay compensation in lieu thereof, and in case of any dispute as 
to the amount of the compensation the same to be referred to the arbitration 
of a single arbitrator to be agreed upon between the parties, or, failing such 
agreement, to be nominated by His Excellency the Governor of the Falkland Islands".

"All land leased was pasture land and the v/ork to be done to reinstate it in 
its former condition will entail

8A

a) Demolition of present buildings and concrete bases, 
bj Removal of rubble and stone from roads (i.e. roads within the Camp), 
(c) Ploughing the land and sowing with seed suitable for pasture.

It is considered that the land would be ready for use as pasture during the 
second year after sowing»' (indicating that they would pay rent until this date?)

Both above extracts from memo, to the War Office from the Force Commander,
Falkland Islands Force.

172/46.

106/ Claim based on wages for six men for 52 weeks to carry out work referred to 
above, and use of motor transport.

Wages at 1/2 + jjd. c. l.b. would amount to £994. ‘0.

127. "Town Hall was destroyed and roads 
No compensation for this irreparable damage paid by War Department.

In the circumstances am undisposed to abate claim for reinstatement of

ruined by War Department

land".

In an endeavour to offset claim, War Office put forward various argumamts, 
among tnem being;-

116 Foe a building worth £300 Government offered £50

127 For Bren gun carriers and spares worth £18,000 Goverhment obtained £75

With reference to the work mentioned opposite 8A above, only the demolition 
of the buildings has been carried out to date.
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1 /
-

Extract from the Minutes of a Meeting of Executive Council

held 14th September, 1954.

172/46, 14. Claim for rehabilitation of old Army Camp.

Council advised that this claim against the War Office 
should "be waived at His Excllency*s discretion.

Acting Clerk of the Executive Council.
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Decode.
^ No. TELEGRAM.

13.

From The Secretary o f State for. the Colonies.

To His. Excellency the Acting Governor.

September 17th 19 46 Time: 15.03. 

September 18th 19 46 Timer 09.30.

Despatched :

Received :

No. 184. Military Gamp Stanley.

Please telegraph following information:

(1) Description of type condition and number of buildings with 

pecial reference to officers1 quarters, cinema and power generating 

plants.

es-

(2) If available, the original cost.

(3) Approximate percentage figures for depreciation from cost.

(4) Estimate of present disposal value on site

(a) in open market and ,

(b) to an industrial concern for use for a specific purpose.

(5) Whether camp is empty and if not who occupies it and when can 

possession be obtained.

(6) Whether any buildings have been dismantled or removed, and if 

so by whom and with whose sanction, and at what price.

(7) By whom is site owned.

(8) Total estimated area of site occupied and distance from town.r SECRETARY OP STATE.G.T.C.

DRM.



gopy to Executive Enginee^rojc-
Decode. 'i

TELEGRAM. I

His Excellency the Acting Governor.From.

To The Secretary of State for the Colonies.

19 46 Time : 15»00.September 2 3rdDespatched r
Time :19Received :

(Zsl*L I

Your telegram Ho. 184*

(1) (a) All huts of Nissen type mainly 16 ft. wide with wood or con­
crete floors lined and unlined.
Corrugated iron rusting badly and no hut really watertight.

Infantry Lines all huts demolished except H.Q. this in use by 
owner of land following reversion of W.D. lease.

r/D- . Military Camp Stanley.

General condition poor.

0>)

(c) R. A. S. C. Lines 28 huts remain, sis including one 24 ft. type
Garri son Theatrestill contain small quantities of stores.

(Cinema) in fairly sound condition recently re-roofed and in 
use as gun park and also store for Bren Gun Carriers and

(!)i

V
Radar sparest ^

1
(cL) R. A. O.C./R. E.M. E. Lines 44 huts all in use as store sheds but

Garage and workshopgradually emptying as stores are sold, 
on west side of west road into lines in good condition aikL 
steel framed.
workshops comprises two 16 ft. Nissens joined together.

Officers’ Mess between Garrison Theatre and

(e) Remainder of camp about 12 usable huts and Force Headq*
Force Headquarters front fac.

o

All others demolished.
in good condition.

(2) Original cost unknown.

(3) Estimated depreciation value 75%

(4) Disposal value £1000-£1500 see my telegram H0. 213 of J

(5) Camp empty but see (1) (c) and (1) (d) above.

(6) A large number of buildings have been removed after 
vate individuals in pursuance of apparently verbal instruct^
132 left. Standard price is based on per 6 ft. bay of 16 
25/— for unlined hut wit-h concrete floor, 35/" for lined Hissen ami is
floor and 50/- for lined hut with woo den floor. ^ concrete

ns before Faroe

(7) Falkland Islands Company

(8) 30 acres li miles from town.

(9) All aoowe refers to Main (or^JJs^Sl^dlSp~west

(10) Two other sites exist:-* J
(a) The Stanley Camp has virtj^ny been demolished and is 

Hissen huts some used fo?l the storage of gun parts, 
the area belongs.to the,)rpwn the other half is 
lease to Mr. Davis. Tie Camp adjoins the town.

T
of Stanley.

all 16 ft. 
About half 

on a five year
/

(b) The hutments on the Camberj 0n the other side of the harbour f-m 
the town are in a worse condition than others. They are all 
Nissen type. They are on land ovrned by the Admiralty. hq 
supply or electricty is available and the site can onlv be 
ched by water. uPP*Oe^y

/LjUL -^vv

sAjlc //
\i ■ i



Despatched : 19 Time .

19 Time ;Received:

-2-

(11) I must emphasise deplorable general condition of all buildings.
As to former WarValue chiefly depends,' on foundation and value of site.

Office is under expressive obligation to Falkland Islands Company to restore 
site to former condition.
well be obliged to sell except for public purpose under Ordinance No. 1 of 

As to price please see my telegram No. 220 of 6th November 1942.

As to latter Falkland Islands Company cannot
S/l*/v/& 1902.

(12) Please refer to Geographical Section General Staff Map 4466

GOVERNOR.G. T. C.



<2?^ Decode. 7^-/wG/
TELEGRAM.

From The Secretary of State for .the Colonies.

His Excellency the Acting Governor.To

19 46 

19 46

081512th. October, Time :Despatched :

093013th. October, Time :Deceived :

207. Your telegram 291. Military Camp*

Do electric power plants still exist at 3 camps. If so what 

are their kilowattage and their condition and are they available 

for sale. If not please say what has happened to them. Do 

original water pipe lines exist and are pumping arrangements

still there.

or srSECRETARY.

GTC.

LJH.



I Decode.t TELEGRAM.
From His Excellency the Acting Governor.

The Secretary of State for the Colonies.To

19 46. 16.0017th. October,Despatched : Time :

Received : 19 Time :

QjuL 7 No. 327. Your telegram No. 207. Military Camp. No electric power 
plants exist at any Camp. Main Camp generator destroyed by fire before 
Garrison left Colony and electricity afterwards supplied from 22 K.W. 
searchlight generator which, along with plant at Stanley Camp and Harbour 
Camp was taken over by local Naval Authorities.
22 K.W. diesel searchlight engines under care and maintenance one at 
Charles Point and one at Ordnance Point and might be acquired.

2. Original pipes only partially .remain and supply tank removed.
3 inch gravity main conducting town’s supply along south side of main camp 
still in existence.

War Department have two

3. Water pump and tower still in existence at Stanley Camp but tank 
in sorry state.

4. Water supply at Harbour Camp dismantled.
GOVERNOR.

G.T. C.
/ LLJH.



©LDecode.
TELEGRAM.

No. 3 11.
The Secretary of State for the Colonies.From

His Excellency the Acting Governor.To

19 46Despatched : October 28th Time : 19.15.

Received . J9 Time :

10 No. 222. Your telegram No. 327. Military Camp.
A-r

It appears from your telegram No. 291 this sales has taken place* 

Please send details including authority and head to which proceeds have

A telegraphic summary would be appreciated.

/2jlcL La.-..

been credited.

SECRETARY 05/ STATE.

G.T.C. ~Jjul &ju>U / Lj t S,

: A.
/Z££Jfi_ePtJdn Early please

/L,\ S^jU &

/l
A. B. M.

29. 10. 46.
LJH.

A—-»■»■-* / —

' tL

i



GOVERNMENT TELEGRAPH SERVICE.
FALKLAND ISLANDS AND DEPENDENCIES

SENT.
Number Office of Origin Words Handed in at Date

3Q« 10%
To CHAPKLRJL3 LONDON.

fijLci n
Unnumbered. Your telegram No. 222 not understood stop please check

and repeat.

Time



r Decode.
TELEGRAM.♦ No. S S 54.

from The Secretary of State for the Golonies.

His Excellency the Acting Governor.To

19 46 

19 46

Tune :November 1stDespatched. : 13.05

Time :November 2nd 09.30Received :

Unnumbered. Your telegram 30th October Unnumbered. First sentence 

of ray Telegram No. 222 should read "it appears from your telegram No. 

^^.^^291 that sales have taken place" remainder of message checked and found 

correct.

\\ :

SECRETARY OF STATE.

G.T.C.

ji LJH.



f Decode.
TELEGRAM.

From His Excellency the Acting Govarnor.

The Secretary ox- State x-or the Colonies.To

19 46Despatched : Time : 1 5. 00November 7th

Received : 19 Time :

fijLcL 11 No. 548. Your telegrain No. 222. Military Camp. Authorities for

various sales have been given in correspondence up to your telegram No.

30 2 of 1945- and lastly your telegram No. 23 of 1946.
7LCJLlS4H*

Pc^~t H."
2. All deposits have been paid into quote deposits Ministry of

Supply unquote.

3. Telegraphic summary would be very lengthy and I suggest you may 

wish to refer instead to quarterly statement sent to Crovai Agents for the 

Colonies which gives fullest details.

4- Colonial Secretary's letter to Crown Agents for the Colonies ofi•Z O uti-

u G-.T.C.

the 2/th September No. 75/46 may also be relevant.

iGOVERNOR.
£*^oL 1 *§

LJH.



Decode.
TELEGRAM.

No. 59.

From The Secretary of State for the Colonies.

His Excellency the Acting Governor.To

November 16th 19 46 Time : 10.30Despatched :

19 46November 17th Time : . 09. 30Received .

&JL n No. 236. Reference your telegram No. 348. Military Camp.

Authorities quoted appear to have related to stores' only, 

me to reply to the War Office enquiries is it possible to give a refer­

ence to an authority for sale, removal, or demolition by civil authorities 

of any fixed, as distinct from moreover,"assets e.g. the buildings in 

k your telegram No. 291 •

telegram No. 291 ) is cited please say so far as you are able by whom 

was given to whom and when, and to what fixed assets it related to.

To enable

If verbal authority (see for instance (6) of your ,

o -v / '
SECRETARY OP STATE.

G.T.C. :
L*

LJH.
* r



©Decode.
TELEGRAM.

His Excellency the Acting Governor,From

The Secretary of State for the Colonies,To

19 46November 20th 11.00Time :Despatched :

19 Time :Received :

Hcd. I(? NOo 359o Your telegram No. 236. Military Camp. No specific

authority for demolishing and selling huts can be traced but Government 

continued policy followed by Force 132 whose Commander presumably 

received authority from War Department. All huts not required, as 

barracks or stores were put on sale in order to clear site for restor­

ation to owners.

GOVERNOR.
G.T.C.

iLJH.



r
88313/47 r- Saving. <ef**

From the Secretary of State for the Colonies.
To the Officer Administering the Government of

.....November ,1547.

FALKLAND ISLANDS.

Date
/
^3 \0U.No. . Saving.

n

2t Reference your Telegram No. 359 of 1946. 

Military fixed assets in the Falkland Islands.

I enclose a copy of a letter which has been 

received from the War Office, Claims Commission, with 

a request for the supply of the information asked up

to date.

SECER.



/

*"? 7 r^ V ^ V.n-

COPY

CLAIMS COMMISSION,
WAR OFFICE,

Nuffield House,
Piccadilly,.

London, W. 1.

8th November, 1947.

Q6/BV2610A6

Dear Mr. Barton,

Military Fixed Assets in the Falkland Islands

You will recollect that I had to trouble you in the 
latter half of 1946 for certain information regarding certain 
W.D. camps at, or near, Port Stanley, as the War Office was 
then negotiating with the British American Kelp Company who 
were interested in acquiring the buildings of these camps for 
the purpose of commencing a new industry in the Falkland 
Islands.

These negotiations have taken some time as the Kelp 
Company were unable to come to any conclusion one way or the 
other until after the camps, and indeed the whole project^ had 
been surveyed on the ground by a small commission which they 
sent out to the Falkland Islands to do this. I have recently 
received a letter from British American Kelp indicating that 
owing to the high costs arising from the present world 
economic conditions, they have found it impossible to go 
ahead with their project, at any rate for the time being.

The War Office is therefore left, at any rate pro tem, 
with these buildings on our hands, and we think that there 
must be others in the nature of fixed assets in the 
Falkland Islands.

The Fixed Assets Disposals Committee in the War Office 
are most anxious to have a conplete picture of all the assets

/whichC.J.J.T. Barton, Esq., C.M.G., O.B.E 
Colonial Office.

• 9



\

I

which may exist, together with some idea of the present day 
value of them and whether any market exists for their 
disposal.

I have, therefore, to trouble you again over this matter 
as I should be most grateful if you would request this 
information to be sent by the Governor of the Falkland 
Islands. In his reply it would be of considerable assistance j 
if he would forward his views as to any methods which can be 
adopted to dispose of the fixed assets in the Islands.

:
J
I*

Yours sincerely,

(Sgd.) G. SEYMOUR.
*

C

*

«



PL,
J Fro^the Secretary of State for the Colonies.

To the Officer Administering the Government of PMiKLAND ISLANDS,

a 4/88313A8

9Date AO . February, 1948.

No. Saving.

XL Ify savingrarn No. 104 of 19th November, 1947.V
Military fixed assets.

G-rateful to learn the position.

SECER.

!

/

/

i



o1 )K('ODK.

• •■O' 27. TELEGRAM RECEIVED.

From SECRETARY OF STATE to GOVERNOR.

Received : 22. 5. 48 Time : 09. 30.21. 5. 48 Time: 14.40Despatched:

My Savingram No. 104 of 19th November of 1947. Military195.No.

.■/hen may I expect reply.fixed assets.

b MrO.

(Intld) A.B.M. SECRETARY ON STATE.xx
?/L.
LJH.

i



i?L ♦ J ;
irjOUi> G-

SAVINCI TELEGRAM.

From: The Officer Administering the (Government of the Falkland Islands.

To: The Secretary of State for the Colonies.

/ )(ltr;
wli . ’-'ti j G 7 '<■

SAVING.
... 4.-'

‘.7of 1: th oven bar,Tour . uVig , vc. ;g.ig;. o*-•
/■ i,

ilitaiV -;u aca-eio la the i^llilana Is L...d£- Valac.

6oo
500.

aaltel.aiO. (a) 51 -g:bo:. '• uts
T~ — — >b; . :;t.ae:.<u Suildi^j {In situ.

(a a oarage (Ti JItui
a.;so r:: :_ovcu the value a ill decrease ce* ggc orably;

> V) {—■

lt (b) ana (c) 
bat ao ujs c.G.\ bo rjresce : Ter the n oa the; aite*

C 333 Iliosen riuteA.i.g._/ •. a.., *

•ias-b.vU- .
A---: -.4

xaciujin , -ii •q 7411 .lr,. ■:• Httte.jeyot.

Stanli y 
. Oi’QOhbi'O.

> -Vi » GOG /.'.Joe© . .'lute

f * t J1701.
2/



Il

§

It Lb antloiiXnteci Coat all ca** be ai^r-oeca of 
locally lu due course but total proceeds - \>y not evcc-xi. ylfOQO»

lo

,J. ■ :1T.

'J ' !



I ) KCO.DK.

TELEGRAM SENT.

From GOVERNOR to SECRETARY OF STATE.

Time: 12.0) Received ..... Time :Despatched: 20. i

is oj..0. teleyren ill fcary ' i-SSets.- - y»
o

letai ed reply to your Saving teiegra < . 1 f y V ve her 1947 . ail

should reach you by middle. une. Follov ing condensation details:-

■30171 ’'is sen uts value

3600I Cinema Hall value 3 Ltu

va‘ el i1 lavage

Lue : Lit LT2 e t £1701 •

2. Fegret 1 ,

-/id.id’s }0EFUiir.



r
88313/48

Saving.
Frowfhe Secretary of State for the Colonies.
To the Officer Administering the Government of

n ol/ ^ j i

FALKLAND ISLANDS

2*/ April,.19.48.
c+<-/

Date
V. 1/ fi }"$

m 29 JUN1943 ~) :
Saving/No.

/C

M My savingram No.104 of 19th

November 1947.

Military fixed assets.

Grateful to learn position.

■V

i



CQpy to Chairman, Disposal ^oard, for inf.

-U-u'-'gL TiSytO&Affj.

*?he Offices? administering the tfoverisnent of the w&Hcluiid Islands*

tute for the Colonies#To $ The ecretary ox

fate: yth .ugue't, IphS.

o* l. G.

aH I Tur • aV n ; X oi^y -Pan; To*_____ iliL of f 9ta .*pril and toy -avin&
oy? ly4&* ilitany Ti^ed

i&deavour ic Dei p m>de to efxoci disposal by ene of 1946 
of all local laiotry ox -uppi:/ eurvluees (see _rr# twinr Telegram 

i':0 of iota ouiy, 1948 •• coord-in ;;Xy, ruteful ii
cVCO Tor.;isslon couJLa oe sought irjii .:u? .*iiee for sale, when

cupty, -i. re; ;ninia;r flaxen .Tuts and. • ine :;n fall: which* moreover, 
arc i or the Taost part aitu&tef on privately owned land (compare 
}:iy vI;sx. o 1 e&ran* .:u• 79 oi Xot <:unc? l.L6).

Telegram 75 of 26thT/

56. o>

•2fc /'-'“•'A.

°l yVcp-Pv

1

a will he to a U-. oo * the fiaaeu Tuts h ve a United 
life arn-. continued retention -xy reader the-;;- pr %orth-
leas and con.0 • neatly unaaiaoDle. 
due to ruet 1- already evident# 
trie .ioverraaent would taw.e over the dull. in. if only far the 
a tael pi roofs, .0 . 4.;iv to in-, acute a tool e-aorta* e pi5 .vaili aj

’ -niltea inpdott, hour-lap .•uircrents fn* oloay’u electric 
power eche.o ..to ., lively to he held -.p in ofi fiely.

4 «

. a.., nor -Die deterioration
in regard to trie ineea Tull,

i;i tn-.-

r - a.Tice 00Vila no 
f ol '.on in . ri JLitar./

e 10 aid - • r&t#f ul ..f io T ti
i.u; £» *# ’..li'v. w X ’-'•*- *»•..»■. ■

o-.:ai:-na,. t; -

noforo , y,v Gu,a>* x:nru} etc. 
j>« / ■'/•'■ Co.n&? iiiiu pnrtsn
Tredietore, puz*t 
holies . iriders* 
eurchlights ana parts

lor v.. hi on a cunoe to he foun- in the vinem 1 all*

o
h

• - #

h

QQV \* r. , T ..Y.

a



Copy to Chairman Disposal Board for inf & n. *se. ,
Decode.

c. s.TELEGRAM.No. 37*

B'votyi The Crown Agents for the Colonies-.

The Colonial Secretary.To

12 th IP 48 Time : 14-50.Despatched: August

Received : August 13th 19 'Time :

From Butler.
Ministry Supply (A) Name of owner Stanley Camp, Harbour Camp including 
oil depot, Stanley Foreshore Camp query Government owned (B) no sales 
summaries army surplus equipment received since December .1947 when 

.is completion sale expected (c) can remaining equipment in army 
camp be transferred nis^en huts on Government land.

Am arranging retention Cinema building and 2 nissens will 
this be sufficient they will have to be removed from F.I.C. land.

Following information required for War Office and

2.

■ C ilkP/L, CROWN AGENTS.
L JH

i



Copy filed in 0400 '’Disposal of Surplus Army ^tores’*
Decode.

9 TELEGRAM.
From The. ..Colonial Secretary.

To The Crown Agents for the. Colonies.

16 th 19 48 Time: 11.45-Despatched: August

Received : 19 Time :• .

Following for Butler begins;-(j j Your telegram 12th'August.

(A) Stanley Camp owned by Crown; Harbour Camp by Admiralty;

(B) Statement of Ministrydii'JQ Falkland Camp by Falkland Islands Company.

of Supply sales for half year ended 30th June 1948 in mail due
m-

See also my Saving- telegram toPGooUnited Kingdom early September.

Secretary of State for the Colonies No. 120 of 30th July in same mail, 

(c) Remaining equipment could be transferred to Harbour Camp at 

Admiralty Oil Depot but transport would extremely costly.

Your paragraph 2 please refer to Governor.

Si

See also my2.

telegram 30th July which awaits reply.

CROWN AGENTG.G.T. C.
__LJH.

o gsl8|m '* p- 3 i



MEMORANDUM. W' /-v
19 ^8*

NO.

^ It is requested 
wait, in any refer- 
iMice to tliis memo­
randum the above 
number and the 
date may be quoted.

23rd September,

The Competent Authority,To*.

From.: The Executive Engineer, Stanley,

FALKLAND ISLANDS.Stanley, Falkland I s 1 ands.

Subject:- Cinema House ex-army*

I have the honour to refer to the "building used hy the 
army as a cinema and located in the Army Camp*

You will probably recall that I was requested to give an 
estimate of the worth of this building and that I quoted £600 (six 
hundred pounds) for it in situ.

I now wish to use this building, (in connection with the new 
Power House Scheme) dismantle, and re-erect elsewhere, which thus 
causes an extremely sharp decline in value*

May I please have your authority to commence the dismantling*

2.

3.

4.

Executive Engineer*



a.no.1 72/46.
(It i»

that, in any refer/'C/'
ence to this minuttrfe f r’> £• Cfn m \the above Numbii ^ i/4o ) n*J
and the date ma\\^V /M /N%i»T-gu^/

AVrw? Chairman, -
Disposals Board,

MINUTE.

19 4825th September,

7’r>The Honourable,

The Colonial Secretary,

Stanley.Stanley, Falkland Islands.

SUBJECT Cinema Hall - Main Army Camp.

I have the honour to forward for your information a Minute 
received from the Executive Engineer regarding the dismantling of 
the Cinema Hall at the Army Camp.

^ t

This building was originally valued by the Executive Engineer 
at £600 in situ, but now that it requires removal from its present site, 

172/46(36)—the valuation must be very considerably reduced.

2.

In addition, a
large quantity of stores (including six bren-gun carriers) must be 
transported to other huts which will entail a fair amount of labour.

3* In view of the cost of removal and transport of stores involved, 
I suggest that it would be a gesture on the part of the War Office to 
hand over the building free of charge for services rendered?

4* It has been agreed between the Executive Engineer and myself 
that the work of removing stores and dismantling the building will 
commence on Monday the 27th inst.

5. Every assistance will be afforded the Public Works Department 
by myself and Camp Staff.

4
IN. / \U.: i hairVvs.^vi^v*'Copies to: Hon.C.S.

E.E. sposals Board.h Ar

Ik,



y . 17 .-AS.

t
SAVING TELEGRAM.

From: The Officer Administering the Government of the Falkland Islands.

The Secretary of Slate For the (’olonies.To:

/ hitr: 30til Jeptember, 1948. 
SAVING.;.o» 154- COLONY.

l.:j Saving Telegram No. 126 oi 5th. ..uigust, 1948*
Fixed jsbets. "

Propose purchasing Cinema Hall (Item (b) in my Saving 
Telegram No. 75 of 26th Cay, 1948) Tor utilisation of frameworx and 
corrugated iron sheeting.

building is useless as it stands while labour of 
dismantling and re-erection elsewhere would be considerable 
and cost excessive.

ilitaryJ-hCo

59
2.

In circumstances consider £200 reasonable purchase 
price and grateful if bar Office be offeree, this amount for 
building as it stands.

\
GOVPHIIOH.

J&u. <W i



f 6/ *
0 Decode. 

no. 103. TELEGRAM RECEIVED.

From SECRETARY OF STATE to GOVERNOR.

Despatched: 13. 11. 48 Time: Received : 14. 11. 48Time : 09. 30.
Ff-OO if (

Your Saving No. 120, 126 and No. 154 Military Nixed

15.04
St — s S'

No, 32 5»
Assets.

War Office requires information on following points:-

(a) Your telegram No. 120 Saving indicates type of general stores 
you expect to Ide unable to dispose of locally but no quantities

" are given. Weight and numbers in order to decide as to method 
of disposal i.e. collection or destruction.

(b) It is proposed to sell Nisseri huts and Cinema when empty and
your suggestion regarding disposal of buildings including any 
required by Government together with suggestion for dealing 
with possible W. D. reinstatement liability would be welcome. 
The offer contained in your telegram No. 154 Saving will be 
considered on of Cinema.

(c) Disposal of guns and searchlights etc will be communicated in 
near future; in meantime can you suggest alternative 
accommodation - preferably in Government buildings?.

2. War Department points out F. I. C. £ave received rent for period 
July 1st 1945 to March 31st 1947 and Ministry of Supply have agreed

that/

•» .O

^ ?

h U:C -

i/) . fu 2-
i) ■‘i' '■ ■ ^i i ? ■ <- t) *4 t 7i
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\

that you should pay rent on and after April 1st 1947 from
receipt of sale of stores provided buildings are occupied by their
stores.

3. Grateful your early comments.

SECRETARY OF STATE.
G.T. C.
LJH

\

i '
\

y



f oi:. 17/U6.

Copy to Oh. Disposals Board for inf.

..^yurc t i .Of.,; .

from: The • .Ulcer .. hminiuterinp the Government of the lalkland Iclands*

The /cereiury ed rtate lor the colonies. 

; ut-O; 17th ' eee-uber* 1D4:'*

o:

200. f/.vib::;. 0. c
a pour telcu.rum . 0. Dap of 13 th November, IDu .. ilitary 

Kiaed .a. etc. Game paraLcraph numbers.
V

(a} .ttac-hec: hereto la quadruplicate ’-.re lists giving 
(Skin itc.-as ol stores «mu equip:on 1% which are 
unsaleable within the Colony: together with detail® 
of estimated quaat! ties, cubic moadure:aeut and/or 
weight. iu addition to liatcu., there regain
& large xuvni) r of &it?cell# neouu bi^II items 
&c&ttorch in uopoc-X’d eonuitio. throughout disposals 
area anu it i:- i.os... iulo to .. ivc indieatam of 
freight or weight- involved.

(b) Dour proposal to sell ioeer.. i-uts «tu • inema ail 
i noted. matter h a. been emptier, and tuaea over in 

accordance with uraqr&pfc 3 ->i my .^vin,;, -elcqra:-!
4o# lp4 pviHi upfroprl. to erao.it to ar Office will 
he *TiiviUc. ;einatute<-sent ,iobill t,/-

;• Vouttc;, • -p.inp, free tor oi the 
aifl:uk,. itsjUno-: c?;.q aiiyy in expected to visit the 

Island-, oho- tly or id a'tcr «kvt ter Ms been discussec 
with ai;, :. will report further.

s?4l
;r. ■«

(c) If •.u/-iirv.,iv.y prove, alters,wive ana more or leae 
pore^aent accommodation for rune etc. riphi us 
found i: their 11 Depot or alternatively in the 

• u:.Ax^.Lty-c ortrulxea mt.;oaitlon dump at the cant 
end of Stanley . arbour. hatter nu^geetion would, 
bo th' cheaper as transport coul be effected by 
r-mf, vvhereof the former would entail fcrunehipnsent 
by water with coittie;:ueat additional handling costs.

2* ayr-enl to the ale.I.-a-,: lelando Company in respect 
oi rent due -or periods let April to Diet p c&aber, 1947 and 
for 1st axioary to fist December* 194$ at rate of 1D?> per 
annum will be; u&ue aiu'ing the eta.rent year from disposals

3. It ie viwpy doubtful li receipts from uiupcsulo 
will continue to cover costs alter enu of 194 a

receipts.
*■ w

uwVc -. i.

• -•>
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Decode.

TELEGRAM DECEIVED.No# 184.

From SECRETARY OF STATE to GOVERNOR.

Despatched: 25- 12# 48 Time: 14.15 Received .26. 12. 4 &Time: 09.30.

(p I No. 3^7. My telegram No. 323« Military Fixed Assets. Removal
is

of guns and ancillary stores to United Kingdom/under consideration; 

in this event War Office would he grateful for confirmation that you

have facilities for their removal from Cinema to dock side.

7 *t
"C"

SECRETARY OF STATE.

G. T. G.
LJH.



r 172/46 

l )E('()OK.

Vg

TELEGRAM SENT.

From GOVERNOR to SECRETARY OF STATE.

Time:Time: 15,40 Received:Despatched: 7. 1. 49

7
Your telegram No. 3^7• Military fixed assets.No. 7*

There are facilities for removal.

GOVERNOR.

G.T.C.
LJH.

L v



COPY. SI® Decode.

TELEGRAM

From SECRETARY OF STATE to GOVERNOR.

Despatched: 28. 1. 49 Time: Received: 29. 1. 49 Time :1735 10.00.

■? % No. 15. Secret. Your telegram No. 7- Military Fixed Assets.

I ara not certain whether you consider advisable complete 
removal Artillery equipment. I learn from War Office that it consists 
8 Bofors guns (40 millimetre) 3 3-7 AA Guns 2 Predictors 2 Range­
finders 4 searchlights projectors and spares. Was this material 
included in list of Artillery in paragraph 4 of your telegram to 

l Lloyd of April 26th» 1948 which you regardas obsolete ? If this
material is obsolete there is obviously no objection to its removal; 
but if material is still of value it would be inadvisable to remove 
it while proposals for improving artillery protection of Falkland 
Islands are still under consideration.

SECRETARY OF STATE.
CYPHER
MMcA

■ %2



CoT-Vlf

TELEGRAM SENT.
Decode.

From GOVERNOR to SECRETARY OF STATE.

Despatched: Time: Received: Time:11/3/49

No 95 SECRET
Your telegram No 18 Secret* Military fixed assets* Equipment referred
to was not included in list of artillery mentioned in paragraph 4 of 

Governors telegram to Lloyd of April 26th. 1948*
Local Defence Fores is capable of using is 4 repeat 4 Bofors guns and 

it is requested that War Office he asked to transfer these guns free of
The remaining guns and equipment consi&ting 

of 2 Bofors guns#3 3.7 A,A.guns,2 Predictors,2 Rangefinders,4 Search­
light Projectors and spares could then he shipped to U. K* if so 

desired*

The most that

cost to the Defence Force.

Governors DeputyCypher
KSPB

{



1 >K('<)I>K.
TELEGRAM SENT.

£ram GOVERNOR a SECRETARY OF STATE.

Received: 30.4*49 Time : ^00Despatched : 29 #4* 49 Time: 2315

3T.i rap i ats

IvO« 99* Secret. Your telegram To* 95. Secret, and Your
r j'ss\.o 33^/6 Telegram l o. 133 Secret.-----

------''military Aixc d Ar? ?; e t s •

77ar Office ap. ^ove transfer of 4 (or 6 if considered 
necessary) 'by ko millimetre guns to local Defence Force on 
understanding that no responsibility is Hield for bringing guns 
up to date or forwarding extra equipment.

2. Remaining guns and equipment should be shipped in 
"Posada" and consigned Commanding Officer A.3.D. Royal 
Dockyard Woolwich S.E. 18.

SECRETARY OF STATS

CYPHER
MMcA.



t K- I. rel'ioa^S/1
C. 0. ref: fV 1|g

$$jbs pipA/^\ 0
t

SAVING TELEGRAM.

hrom: I he Officer Administering the Government of the Falkland Islands.

To: The Secretary of State for the Colonies.

ay,

SAVING.dor™- • •. •.• j.dr V.

:;9 .ur fce egr&m .. ill tar,/ fixed /.soots.

have to inform y u that the -Xosauu would not chip the 
rc.n.ini'X.. jirti; auw v,juIf only tune the pretfietorc, projectors ami. 

indexes as doc: cargo.. *
’. *i *

•— -w •--i

:.: therefore propose to ship ouch of the Xntt€-x‘ equipment 
possible .nooo of charge on uotor survey vessel ’Muhn Biscoe,f

, jufchff ton about the c <u

or-«
.os is
lojvIj.v..; her*.- early u»o .-mu arriving at 
of •: uly.

fierce convey :ny appreciation to the v ur Office for the 
transfer of 4 dofors dune and spares.

o*

GOVT RTOK*

. T



88313A9

K.Savings
Fr-.|pthe Secretary of State for the Colonies.
To the Officer Administering the Government of

October, 194-9

FALKLAND ISLANDS 

..........(COLONY)......

Date.

.Saving.No..
•i

Military Fixed Assets.

bl My telegram No. 323 of the 13th November 1948 and 
your No. 200 saving of the 17th December 1948.

Grateful if you could now provide the full answer 
to paragraph 1 (b) of my telegram under reference i.e 
in regard to the disposal of the Nissen huts and the cinema 
and the possible W.D. reinstatement liability.

(o ( •»

2. What is the position regarding the disposal of the 
garage referred to in your No. 75 saving of the 26th May 
1948 ? ----------------

3^

SECER.i



F. I. ref: 
0. ref: 172/46. 

S'-v'iiv 4S

SA VING TELEGRAM.

From: The Officer Administering the Government of the Falkland Islands.

The Secretary of State for the Colonies.To:

Palo:
i:. til

SA/iNO.
12*Bo.

Vi .•c 1949*l..,.- ;i ■ itii ‘ilitary
Fixco .. •it! ,

To date : ir^ooaie ..-oarct hae aoL~ 64 Bisaea. huts lor total
Sixteen. huts:- are row left, mu:.; t 01 which

-64.
earn of 2954- 4- 9&* 
are unlineu, mum value 
sold now.

./oubtiul whether any more can ha 
The -arage it-- at preseat being used by the Betenee 

.Forec for ennGng Bren Gun carriers and the sixteen huts tor 
housiiig r ub lie oorle .Department utorea*

with regard to reinstatement liability, the l^nu is 
owa#u by the Ta lie land Island© Company* but Government is at 
present negotiating with the Company with a view to obtaining the 
lund by exchange, a subject oil which I shall be addree..ia0 you

shortly* **

a*

/Ur 72



»

CfeOfftly iil if t?cpu|?ute Ccrzinunlcatl 02a 
be effected* it ii.ight be possible to oti's'&t thQ value of 
the garage, i*nd the feu&lning Kissen hute &gainert the 
x*eliuftrutee,ent liability tvhich letter hoe h< en tentatively 

'eatii&itew ...t .. 1,100.

hhoulu this exchange

. V. .... ' ? . \ '

drv.



Saving.
88313/50
Your Ref. 172/46

he Secretary of State for the Colonies.F*/anI Officer Administering the Government-of_^J?ALKLAND. ISLANDS 

o2% February.,. 1 950.
o^/

To

Date

■350 IS
/ r+t

ISLA^CV
Saving. COLONYNo.

{;

Your savingiam No. 12 (Colony) of the 
18th January.

Military fixed assets.

Please report stage reached in disposal of 
Suggestion in your savingram No. 200 of 

the 17th December 1948 was that you were taking 
over the building and were in the course of 
crediting £200 to the War Office as payment.
Your offer of £200, however, has not yet been 
officially accepted by the War Office, although I 
am trying to get an early decision, 
my telegram No. 323 of the 13th November 1948.

cinema.

Please see

SECER.

hjz.
it. LU cA/luy1 Cfavn w**. 'ul/*-*

ciCst*r■yvx/^ *-> /><? ‘Vi't ■'ic<-C

k



F. I. ref: 
0. ref: 172/46

36313/50'

SAVING TELEGRAM.

From: The Officer Administering the Government of the Falkland Islands.

To: The Secretary of State for the Colonies.

Data:
21\ t h Ma rc h, 1? 50 * 

SAVING. ’
Ko# h7>

Your Caving Telegram >o. 21 Colony of the 26th 
or Yoorijury, 1550. hill tury P ixed As a e t s •qz. '

Cinema has boon dismantled and material used Tor 
erection of aircraft hangar. Offer of £200 still holds 
gpod, though had the building been left untouched it 

.would by now have deteriorated considerably, and be 
worth much less than that figure#

GOVERNOR.

VP



i 77-1^
%

i)KCO.DK.

TELEGRAM RECEIVED.

From SECRETARY OF STATE to GOVERNOR.

Despatched: Time: 1225 Received:12.5.50. 13.5.50 Time: 1000

No. 64. Please confirm thatYour telegram No, 12 Saving. Military Assets, 
receipt of sale of 84 Niseen huts are held by you on behalf of War Office, 
offer of £6*4 for acquisition of remaining 16 huts has been passed to War Office 
from whom a reply is awaited, 
garage?

Your

In meanwhile what are you prepared to offer for

2. In regard to reinstatement of liabilities mentioned in paragraph 2 of 
Telegram Saving under reference War Office agrees that if you do eventually 
acquire land value of assets may be set off against land reinstatement of 
liabilities.

3e They cannot, however, readily agree that the sum of £1,500 is the 
extent of their liabilities and will require more information as to how this 
figure has been calculated. Grateful for necessary information.

SECRETARY OF STATE.G.T.B.
UH.

i ni



/
t •

I )i;c()|)K.

TELEGRAM RECE

From SECRETARY OF STATE to GOVERNOR.

Despatched: 1.6.50. Time: Received: 2.6.50. Time 0900.1930.

WJr telegram No 6U.
____ _____________t ,______ f • - •- - - -v - ^ —

War Office accepts your offer of £.64 lb r remaining 

16 Nissen Huts and also of £200 for dismantling Cinema. 

Assuming payments will "be made through the Crown Agents.

Grateful reply for which War Office is pressing 

to outstanding points in my telegram.

No 73. Military Assets.

2.

SECRET .ARY OP STATE.

and p. u.

(Intld) M.R.R. 2/6/50.

Type and enclose.
G. T. C.

Q O



/O'
»

Decode.
TELEGRAM SEIMT,

From GOVERNOR to SECRETARY OF STATE

Despatched: ^19- 6. 50 Time:Received:Time: 15.15.

\ o No. 126. Your telegram No. 73* Military Assets.i
Receipts from sales of surplus stores huts etc d/B2> placed on 

deposit in first instance and nett amount only is transferred 

after deductions for labour etc. Full statements are sent to

I note that offers of £64 and £200 are acceptedGrown Agents.

by War Office and payment will be made as above explained.

Figure of £1.500 for re-instatement of land is rough

Based on wages for six

2.

figure only, for minimum re-instaternent.

It is notmen for fifty two weeks plus use of motor transport.

possible to give & more exact estimate.

GOVERNOR.G. T.C.
LJH,

y3.eA,tog



I
Decode.

TELEGRAM SENT.

From GOVERNOR to SECRETARY OF STATE

Despatched: 20. 6. 50 Time:Time: 15-30 Received:

No,, 127. Your telegram No. 64. Military Assets. 

Prepared to offer £50 for garage.

i

GOVERNOR.

G.T.C.
LJH



: .y/G.O./Falks Is 8

Commutations to be addressed 
W to The Crown Agents for the 
f Colonies, 4, Millbank, London,

S.W.i, and the above refer­
ence quoted.

(o£
V
99

O

4, MILLBANK,

LONDON, S.W.I.

I»:

£.OLON'i^

ttDON.”**»»*«• {^sis; 'sgK.raas?
TELEPHONE: ABBEY 7730. /sj°

\
r?, 117 AUG 1 i-• -j

MILITARY ASSETS

itSir 0

With reference to His Excellency 
the Governor* s telegram number 126 
dated 19th 'June T9bO, addressed to the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies,, 
regarding receipts from sales of huts 
etc, and re-instatement of land, we 
have the honour to enclose a copy of 
a-J^-tt£X__received from the War Office 
and shall be glad to receive your 
instructions in the matter.

! OG-

We have the honour to be, 
Sir,

Your obedient ^servants,

% 0
U

for the Crown Agents,

The Colonial Secretary 9 f

FALKLAND ISLANDS.
MWD

\J AU6®50
■.

vtn <Ih (/JCW.,000/10/48. C.F.H. 2179.



I O $Cv
P/GO/Falks Is 8

<
COPY OF LETTER FROM THE WAR OFFICE

TO CROWN AGENTS
Chessingtonj 
Surbiton, 
Surrey.

118/Abd/5721(W,F.Abd & Gen)
4th July 1950.

Pear Webb,

With reference to our telephone conversation of 23rd June, 1950 
under arrangements made on Colonial Office file No.88313, the 
Governor of the Falkland Islands has been disposing of some Army 
property consisting of surplus nissen huts, a garage and a cinema.

You will see from the attached copies of cables that 84 huts 
have been sold for £954.4.9d0 and that we have agreed to sell 16 
more huts for £64 and the dismantled cinema for £200. Our latest 
news of the garage is that it is still being used to store Bren Gun 
carriers, vide enclosed copy of Colonial Office letter of 17th May, 
1950.

\c(o The last cable. No.126 of 19th June, 1950, indicates that the 
amounts realised*'would be transferred to your Department for 
reimbursement to Army funds, but according to our records we do not 
appear to have received any payment for the assets already sold.
It is, of course, too early to expect payment of the sums of £64 
and £200.

Cable No.126 also shows that the War Office have a liability 
of some £1,500 for reinstatement of land and it may be that the 
sums collected from the sales are being kept to meet this liability.

I shall therefore be obliged if you will let me know whether 
you have yet received any of the sums due and, if not whether you i
would be good enough to send an enquiry to the Falkland Islands, 
as promised on the telephone. «4Yours sincerely,

(Sgd). H.I. Fitz-George.



Fro^^^he Secretary of State for the Colonies.
' To tfeOfficer Administering the Government of....PALKLAND...ISLAM)S.

(COLONY).

88313/50.

f&i

Date..ix.....Augus.t.».-15-5.Q.- n ^
£Z Saving.No.

/07 Your telegram No. 127. bt Aim*
Military assets.

War Office are disappointed at your offer of £50. 
They state that the in situ valuation of the building was 
£500.
stores, the inference is that the building is of substan­
tial construction, and in good and reasonable repair.

(J.. 1 j\i in,< -t
Since the garage is housing the Local Defence

:

They would be grateful if you could see your way 
to increasing your offer to say 50% of the recorded 
valuation.

2.

Grateful for your views.3.

SSCER.

1
l IS AUG 1950

H(o

t
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Decode.

TELEGRAM SENT.

From GOVERNOR to SECRETARY OF STATE.

Time:Received:Time: 11.00Despatched: 7. 9. 50

lOCi No. 195. Your telegram No. 97 Saving of August 4th. Military

Assets.

Over two yearsBuilding is no longer housing Defence stores, 

ago its value was given as £300 (see my saving telegram No. 75 of3 c;j

IMay 26th 1948) hut it was then noted that this was the value in situ 

repeat in situ hut that if it was removed the value would he

There is now no use for it on the site andconsiderably less, 

account must also he taken of two years depreciation which with 

Gorrugated iron buildings in this climate is fairly rapid, 

therefore that I am unable to increase offer beyond £50.

> —

I regret

CoshL&rtod,
0? 3Ti-vTS.SBGRErA:. ^ x

l /,oG-. T. G.
LJH.



172/46

11th October, 30*

Gentlemen,

I am directed by the Governor to refer to 
your _Ig-t-W-r No. P/G.O./Falkland Is.8 of the 11th of 
July,^T950, regarding receipts from sales of huts, 
etc

«<#

the property of the War Office, 
nection I would refer you to my letter No.0400 of 
the 10th of December, 1947* an<f subsequent corres­
pondence bearing a similar reference, from V7hich it 
will be observed various credits appear in respect 
of Nis3en Huts.

In this con-• 5

O 4-CrO

It is assumed that War Office have 
therefore received payment for the huts referred to 
in their letter to which you refer.I O ^ LV .

I am,
Gentlemen,

Your obedient servant,

(Sgd) Michael R. Raymer

COLONIAL 3BCROTARY.

The Grown Agents for the Colonies, 
4, Millbank, Westminster, 

LONDON, 3.W.1.V?



/

^•>EC'ODE.
TELEGRA1 RECEIVE D.

From SECRETARY OF STATE to GOVERNOR.

Despatched: 13,10.50 Time: 1635 Received 1U.10.50 Time: 10000

Military Assets.Your telegram No.

In accepting your offer of £50 for garage

195.No. 155.im
there "being little

War Office draws attention to the fact that 5 Brenalternative

Gun Carriers handed over to you at a nominal sum of about £25 were

worth some £18*000 to H.M. Government.

They* therefore, hope when minimum costs for reinstatement 

of land are considered forecasted expenditure of £1*500 (your telegram 

No* 126 of 19th June refers) will be considerably reduced.

2.

f

oJ£ 127c. m. s. of s.

i



IU v-v Jim Ty.hr.&VJJ.

172/46.

12 7

The Governor oi' the Falkland Inlands.from:

The secretary of State lor the Colonies. 

23 rd October, 1930.
\0:

a to:

COLOM*■ 204*

military Assets*
may have been worth Alb,000 to ..a? Office in which case it is 
perhaps surprising that they aid not try and arrange for their 
retux*n when they v/cre informed that this Government no longer 
required them*
sola arid inueed i was tola that quote this was always the Intention 
unquote*
price was fl&ea at dp each*

, V ' tor £7Of there being only one bidder.

Yc ur J&lfi Area Gun carriers

Instead they asned that the carriers should be
GO).(Vine your telegram .:n* Furthermore the reserve 

They have in fact been sold by auction 
suggest that this proves 

that their local value bears no relation to value ascribed to them 
by .or Did ice u:\ll consideration a*; •, ears to ac to be quite irrelevant*

1>

2* town Hall was destroyed snu roads in ana ai’ounu dtaiiley 
acre ruined by department daring late war; latter will cost 
up to £70,000 to renew* No compensation lor thir. irreparable 
uaaage pal., by bar department*

3* I . the circumstances am ilodlsposed to abate claim for 
re-ins tute:aent of land*

cjoiot'..,*:■:*

i



/J^SECREr^P/SO.Falk.Is. 8 v#\

^ II6 NOV 1950 )z*
-munications to be addressed 
j the Crown Agents for the 

Colonies, 4, Millbank, London, 
S.W.I, and th,e above refer­
ence quoted.

SB
£oloh\& LONDON, S.W.I.

9 5 OCT 1950Inland: “Crown Sowest London." 
Overseas : “ Crown London.”{Telegrams 

Telephone: Abbey 7730.

Sir 5

,,re have received a further letter 
from the War Office regarding their 
enquiry as to the position in respect of 

. certain credits and debits against them as 
I0%ckdetailed in their letter of 4th July which 

was copied to you under cover of our letter 
of even reference dated 11th JulyT '

e shall be pleased to receive your 
observations on this matter as soon as 
possible for transmission to the War Office.

We have the honour to be 
Sir ,

Your obedient Servants

10‘S
V

for the Crown Agents.

The Colonial Secretary, 

FALKLAND ISLANDS.

—' HTWRAW— 11 a
0.101. og.ooo. c.r.u. 1557. En.ia



r /3C88313/50
172/46

Our ref: 
F.I. ref;

Saving.
the Secretary of State for the CoEonies.Frl Officer Administering tbs Government of.. ...ISLANDS

(COLONY)
To

8 DSCSIvlBSR, 1950.Date
l <50 ^ 11 JAN w ToSaving.No.

T :v<
\%vi A

Your savingram No. 204 Colony of the 23rd October, 1930./ -
Military Assets.

I note your views on extent of War Office liability, and 
await, at your convenience, your final decision on claim for 
re-instatement of land. War Office have been kept in picture, 
and have at this stage no comments.

;7 J^osm 2# With regard to the Bofors guns (ypur telegram JNo. 266 
of the 23th November refers), detailed arrangements for their 
reception in the United Kingdom will be made before their arrival 
next year, and I should then be grateful for advance telegraphic 
notification of their shipment.I

■/

v

i
■



’tef: 172/U&. 
net: ^

■.* .v.

a<s
‘ . :•

:: r'he Vovernor oV the Valkiund Xelenda*

lie ;Qcry o- .mate ~.,r -he delonlea*Vos

.Axzq; khi- , uui*a..-,ry.

™.r—JJ&jl— . .1—...-

/io - - V J. hi U4',l « • .-.;J ■ !' dtk " u “.i, :b i% I'.’vV*ii
ilitnry to.

figure oV ..1?^a
con Vi i\ Led.

Wi* r.;.hwioLio0;:ujnt oV i.-.nd is

.itk regard t • r*a :L V cV your vin;under*
re A*arenuo in eoim«. o t A - a i.1t.* t.hi;.).:ai- . v .:r• V > ro guna, a 
re >ly will be sent u*‘ty? a'U)3ult..fc;ioxi with the duster of

t , im ai; ;eoo'' on aia :.v. t -..;;*a Vro i the e endenclea in -beat 
si a weeks’ tine.

3.

■i

UC VV./A,

Ull ■.



/'<h?

!;run; ';Jho „ov#rnor 0/ ti:c; islands..

. ^c: etaxty fc*t.e . r ^rrj ;oionle$*i0s

utei 19 th ;.varo-;.^ i9>i.»

V - • ■•-‘f -

I& . y avxa <sr the <ta. . r. jvoar, , 19^1*

*rofc» -isooc'* iiae rum nu-orttx. t:j&$ g^ia
ntter will k<n.t ii, view

.-sidur or
are* too l&r^e to r>_.i>v. m th^fc vesiacl, 
tfvr na&cv^z? aoti-va when a Xavier voacel oil Is at • tardc^*

UvVo- ov.v*

-• •
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88313/51.Saving.
‘he Secretary of State for the Colonies.Frc

To the Officer Administering the Government of...EALNLAND...ISLANDS....
(Colony.).

Date

TPNo. Saving.

; ! r<* 3 Your savingram No. 56 Colony.

Bofors Guns.
/ If G Enclosed herewith is a copy of a letter 

from Mr. Eric Martin Smith, M.P. on the above subject 
together with certain photographs. Also enclosed 
are copies of the reply from this Office and of an 
exchange of semi-official correspondence with the 
War Office.

I C

I should be obliged for your comments 
and for advice on the reply to be sent to 
Mr. Martin Smith.

2.

Please return the photographs with your3.
reply.

aJ: 1 ll S3CER•

1 7
■

1 J



COPY«—— -—

24th May, 191)1.
^ Dear Gordon Walker,

I am not quite certain whether the 
following comes under your Department, "but if not, 
perhaps you would "be good enough to pass it on to 
the right person.

I have recently seen a letter from one of 
:the inhabitants of the Falkland Islands, wherein he 
■was complaining bitterly regarding1' the casual way in 
.■which the local Defence Force look after the equipment 
in their care.4t When the garrison left after the war, 
they left behind a certain amount of stores which 
were eventually sold off but there were also eight 
Bofors guns.
now housed in a Nissen hut about 500 yards away from 
my correspondent’s house, and since they have been 
there have been open to damage by all and sundry.
The covers have been stripped off, those guns which 
still have dials have had them broken and in fact

After various moves these latter are

they are now virtually worthless, 
the local Defence Force boasts a certain number of 
officers but none of them appear to have taken any 
interest in this matter.

I understand

On the other hand, the Navy run two depots, 
both of which are under the charge of a caretaker, 
and everything in these depots is apparently spick 
and span. My correspondent is anxious to know why 
these same standards do not prevail in connection 
with W.D. stores.

This is only a relatively small point but as

/youi Rt. Hon. P.C. Gordon Walker, M.P., 
Commonwealth Relations Office, 
Downing Street,
LONDON, S.. 1.



*

you can imagine, causes quite a stir in a 
community such as this, 
grateful if you would look into the matter.

I would he most

Yours sincerely,

(Sgd.) Eric Martin Smith..

o

if

e •
•: «

4



COPY

66313/51. 13th Jane, 1951*

Your letter to Gordon Walker of the 
24th May about the condition of certain military 
equipment, particularly eight Bofors Guns, at present 
stored in the Falkland Islands has been passed to me.

I should perhaps explain that these guns 
form part of certain military supplies and equipment 
of which, on the termination of hostilities, the 
Falkland Islands Government were asked by the 
War Office to dispose.

There was indeed at one time a possibility 
that the local Defence Force might take some of them 
over but the Governor later decided against the idea. 
It was therefore agreed by the War Office that they 
should be brought home, but owing to the shortage of 
shipping it has so far proved impossible to arrange 
for their shipment to the United Kingdom.

Before I can give you the whole picture it 
will be necessary to consult the War Office, and pos­
sibly the Falkland Islands Government, on the arrange­
ments made for the maintenance of the guns pending 
their conveyance home, and I fear that owing to the 
slowness of communications with the Falkland Islands 
this may take some time. Meanwhile, I am retaining 
the photographs.

(Sgd.) J. Griffiths.

i Eric Martin Smith, Esq., M.P.



<u—
’ COPY _>r <AiU

The Church House, 
Great Smith Street, 

London, S.V/.l.

88313/51 19th June, 1951*

I am writing to you about the condition 
of some military equipment, particularly eight 
Bofors guns, at present stored in the Falkland Islands: 
I understand that you were good enough recently to 
give us verbally some of the background story to 
these guns, so I hope this letter isn’t entirely a 
bolt from the blue.

I enclose copies of a letter addressed to 
our Secretary of State on this subject by 
Mr. Martin Smith, M.P., and of our reply. (I also 
enclose the seven photographs referred to, and should 
be glad if you would return them when you have 
finished with them).

We should be most grateful for your 
I expect the answer is a straight forwardcomments.

one, so that it will not be necessary to consult 
the Colonial Government.

(Sgd.) P•a. Carter.

Major R.H. Shields.



:-;GPY / ^-ve
The War Office, 

London, S.W. 1.^^aOF(R)/5U26(RA 2)
19th July, 1951

Dear Carter,

Reference your letter 88313/51 of the 19th June 
regarding the disposal of kO mm equipments in the 
Falklands.

1.

2. I do not wish to go over past history as this 
is fully covered in your letter 88313/50 of the 
6th October, 1950 to Gapt. Vincent, when read in 
conjunction with your cable No, 186 to the 
Falkland Islands and their reply of the 25th November, 
1950 (No. 266).

When the existence of these equipments was 
reported to us (we have no record of issue from U.K. 
and it would appear that they were supplied direct 
from America under Lend/Lease arrangement) we gave 
instructions for their back loading to U.K. as no 
military personnel were available to look after them. 
That they are still in the Falklands appears to be 
due to the difficulties of obtaining shipping- 
accommodation.

3.

l.e would naturally assume that the Governor 
would make adequate arrangements for their safe 
custody until such time as he could have them 
shipped to U.K.

1H •

I!m sorry I can’t help you further on this matter 
and photographs are returned as requested.

Yours etc.

(Sgd.) R.H. Shields 
Major RA

P.A. Carter, Esq 
Colonial Office.

• 5
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Decode. !liTELEGRAM SEMT,

From SECRETARY OF STATE to GOVERNOR.

Received: 19.9-51- Time:Time: 1430.Despatched: 1 8. 9. 51 •

My telegram No 70. SAving of 3rd August . BOFORSNo 170.
guns.

When may I expect a reply.

SECRETARY OF STATE..



r
4) I )KCODK.

TELEGRAM SENT.

fro/?/ GOVERNOR fo SECRETARY OF STATE

Received:Time: 1400. Time:Despatched: 20.9-51-

Your telegram No 70 Saving of August 3rd. received 

Reply will be sent by next outward mail

No 210.i H H
September 14th. 

expected to leave here approximately 10th October.

governor;



F. I. ref:
88313/ 531C. 0. ref:

SAVING TELEGRAM.
From: The Officer Administering the Government of tile Falkland Islands.

'1'he Secretary of State for the Colonies. 
5th October, 1951*

To:

"ADate:
no. 174 COLONY.SAVING.

70 of .uvrust , 1951*lifM' Your :aving T L- ?o fore Ckma.
-

i.ir. Partin Smith’s correspondent, whose identity it is not difficult 
to guess, is, as personal knowledge of him leads one to expect, not entirely 
accurate in his information.. In the first i)lace one of his photographs 
shows a TfV/easclH amphibious vehicle which is not, and never was, the property 
of the Amy. 
of the farms here.

It originally belonged to JAI.d.l>. anu was later sdu to one
in the second place the guns were not left in the custody 

of the local Defence force, then the military garrison was withdrawn the guns 
were placed in a state of preservation ana stored in corrugated iron "buildings 
which had been erected by the garrison.
left behind ana buildings abandoned by che military, were placed under the 
Public Works Department acting as a Disposals board for the Army, 
are aware from previous correspondence it has not been possible to ship the

They, together with other stores

As you

guns bad: to jjjigland, and in the interval the building in which they are 
housed has deteriorated. The Public ..orks Department has many other more

It is true that Naval stores at theurgent claims on its time and manpower.
old/



r /

cld tireless Station are in a better state of preservation - or at least 
some of them are - but this is because they are better housed and the Navy 
arranged for a caretaker to look after them.

2. It i3 undex-stood that these ^uns are in fact obsolete and it is 
suggested that they ini^ht be token out to sea and dumped unless their value 
as scrap uetai iiialces it desirable to ship then bade to the United ifingdpnu

fheii’ present condition uses not appear to have excited any coiiiment 
locally except from hr, fnrtin-Sniith1 a officious correspondent v/hose photo* 
graphs are returned herewith.

IKil.



172/46
| I5

/Q December, 51.

Six*,

I am directed to inform you that the war 
Office has asked this Government to endeavour 
to make arrangements for the shipment to the 
United Kingdom of the 8 Bofors Guns at present 
stored in a nlssen hut in the R.A- Camp to the 
south of Stanley,

I am to enquire whether it would be 
possible to ship these guns by one of the 
charter vessels calling in 1952,

2.

I am,
Sir,

Your obedient servant,
—r*‘l

(Sgd) Michael R. Raymer

COLONIAL SECRETARY.

The Manager,
Falkland Islands company, Limited, 

STANLEY.



.O'n>
FEB

Falkland Islands Companp, Cimited.ams T ° ( INCORPORATED BY ROYAL CHARTER 1851.)o
“

REGISTERED 1902.

AGENTS FOR LLOYDS.

TELEGRAMS "FLEETWI N G PORTSTANLEY" VIA RADIO.

18th February, yg52.

Sir,

With reference to your letter 172/46 dated 10th December, 

1951 we can ship the 8 Bofors guns to the United Kingdom per 

charter vessel (either "Meralc N" or "Da Capo") at a freight 

rate of £20 per ton weight. Barrels would have to be removed 

before shipment.

If it is decided to ship these guns, please have all 

8 delivered to our jetty not later than 25th February as it may 

be possible to carry them all on the earlier vessel.

15*

I am,

Sir,

your obedient servant.

Manager.

The Honourable
The Colonial Secretary, 

Stanley.

i



/±'S^

172/46.

2 6fc h February, 52.

A/
f

i>ir,
,/ith reference to your letter of the 18th February, 1952, 

I aiii directed to inforu you that it is desired that the 8 I'ofors 
iruns should be shipped to the.- united Mngdorn per charter vessel 
(either the ‘‘Morale If' or the “Da Capo") at a freight rate of i‘20 
pur ton weight, and arrangements have accordingly been made to 
deliver the #ins at your Mast Jetty#

a a; a,
Mir,

Your obedient servant,

(Colonial ' ecru tary.

The Manager,
Messrs# Falkland Islands Co 
STANUSY.

Ltd.,* r>



b -Falkland Islands Company Cimiied.
° ( INCORPORATED BY ROYAL CHARTER 1851.)o

REGISTERED 1902.

AGENTS FOR LLOYDS.

TELEGRAMS ''FLEETWING PORTSTANLEY" via RADIO.

8th February SSL..52.

Sir,

With reference to your letter No.172/h6 of the 26th 

February, 1952 .and. subsequent telephone conversetions,we regret 

to inform you that the Masters of the chartred vessels 

are unwilling to take the Bofors guns for feer that so 

much weight on deck may effect the stability of their 

vessels in rough weather. The cargoes of wool to be carried 

are light in weight but bulky in measurement. We have already 

asked for your advice with a view to shipping by s.s."Pitzroy" 

and transhipping at Montevideo.

IS*

I am,

Sir,

your obedient servant,

Manager.

The Honourable

The Colonial Secretary,

Stanley.



172/46

Mr 52.Inarch f/\

H.
Sir,

l^'X. I am directed to refer to your.^letter of the ■Jth of 
February, 1932, and to confirm tint this Government 
does not wish to ship the Bofors guns on the 
s. s. "F'itzroy", as it is hoped that the "John Biscce" 
may be able to carry them.

± am,
dir.

Your obedient servant,

(Sgd) C. Campbell

COLONIAL SLOKjoTAKY.

The ..anager,
Falkland Islands Company, Limited,

STANLEY.
&.

A*:?
VF fty^> '[



ii *3
!172/^6.

*

ca^n^srx/sXi.
28th l&roh, 32.

Sir,
X am directed to state that at the request of the Military authorities, 

coveraaent has for the last 18 months boon trying to ship ei^ht Bof ora Guns 
to the united Kingdoeu

2* -done of the cargo ships baa boon able to carry then except the 
"Fitarqy", but it is considered both expensive ami undesirable to send them 
via Montevideo.

b« It -is more than possible that these <311113 are* obsolete and useless 
and that the --car Office iaay not now cant them bad:. I am to enquire9 there** 
form, whether you would be kind enough to alien* your Gunnery Officer to 
inspect them and advise on their condition, It would tlsea be possible to 
send reoo^:ieadatiocs to the v.-ar Of floe based on his report.

4* ^he gyns arc at present lying opposite the Falkland Islands OQBpaqy’s
Fast Jetty,

I am,
3ir,

lour obedient servant,
c* C4i*rr.:

c v, officer, 
BAX.

Colonial Secretary.



QONFIDENTIAL I l
■'

n ~ '

•-H.k.S. BURGHEAD BaY 
.Mt Port Stanley.

3rd April, 1952

Sir,

I have the honour to report that I 
have inspected the 12»in number Q.F. AOmrn 
Bo for s, Ilk N.1 guns mounted on Army mountings.
In my opinion chese guns ana mechanisms are 
neither obsolete nor in bad condition, 
could, with a short overhaul by army technicians 
anu with a supply of small gear, be made in a 
short time to function efficiently•

They

The carriages are unfamiliar but 
within i:ry knowledge appear to be in quite goou 
condition.

2.

I have the honour to be,

Sir,

Your' obeaient servant,

A.

COMMISSIONED GUNNER R.N.

THE COMMANDING OFFICER, 
H.M.S. BURGHEAD BAY.

II

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY, 
PORT STANLEY.u Forwarded with reference to your letter No. 1(2/k&
dated 28th March.

2. It is considered that these Bofors guns are in good 
condition and are well worth preserving.

Ii.M.S. BURGHEAD BAY. 
3rd April, 1952i CAPTAIN, KOYAL NAVY.

CLcJldl cal' 1CONFIDENTIAL



172/46

8th April, 52*
COHPIDS^XAL

itv$
I am directed to acknowledge receipt of your 

Memorandum No* 15/81/14 Confidential, of the 

2>r& of April, 1952, and to express His Excellency’e 

thanks for your assistance in this matter.

I am
Sir,

Your obedient servant,

(Sga) C. Campbell

COLONIAL 3 ECHJ'TARY.

\ing Officer, 
BurgheacL Bay, 

STfuiLsY.
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1« Hei: 172/46

«

T. i...; ■> .,

he ., overnor ui the «?ul-ilun.. Islands*x'roin: r‘

The .secretary oi .;tate Tor the jolonius* 

ibote; 10th ,.rpx*il, 1992*

To:

•Jo* 9Q. VAj Oi Y,. ....

"7 avIngram To# . •.. oi' 1 v. 1* illtary equipment*

Tfiorts to ohi: these o >Oiore guns direct hove 
not been s access i'ul owing iiiauii'icient else of cargo 
Vc&Scls*

T'itsi'oy” coulu carry them to Montevideo 
Tor transhipment but tuia method appears politically 
undesirable ana very expensive.

2. £i*C*

Iternaiives are retention 
unit Tor uirect shipment.

hero or Indcliaite/i

uutas recently inspected by Gunnery eiTicer 
burgheau Jay one pronounced 1. goou condition 

and well v.-orth preserving* raragraph 2 oi my ^’avIngram 
, 0. 1 ?4 ot 1991 should accordingly be uraonaeu.T'

4®
O « *

l£f
oratex'al Tor instructions*r®

VP

r*
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MEDo 281/282/01 

F.l. 172/46.

From the Secretary of State for the Colonies.

Officer Administering the Government of

2 ILrzJ July

JV(a v a n go
4T

FALKLAJNp ISLANDS......

,..1952,Date

Ii5 Saving.No. |5y?

4'

tn Your savingram No. 99 .of 10th April, 1952 -

Military Equipment.

War Office state they have no objection to
the retention of Bofors Guns.

SECER.

) "

a
1*} *

. •>



m172/J46

19th November, 92.

Sir,
r*l,lb d- With reference to your letter-of the 3th of* 

February, 1952, I am directed to refer to a recent 
discussion between Captain White and the Officer-in- 
Charge, public Works department and to enexuire 
whether you are in a position to give a firm under­
taking that 3 Bofors Guns can be shipped per 
s. s. "Fitsroy" on her forthcoming voyage to the United 
Kingdom.

This information is required in order that the 
guns may be strippeu in time for shipment, ana to ensure 
that no unnecessary expenditure is incurred, as 
happened previously when it was found that the chartered 
vessels would not carry the guns.

2.

I am,
Si*#

Your obedient servant, 

(Sgd) J.E* riscoe

The Manager,
Falkland Islands Company, Limited, 

STANLEY.

Acting Colonial Secretary.

A
Lr 0 ! V %VI*
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Cbc Falkland Islands Companp, Cimited.
° ( INCORPORATED BY ROYAL CHARTER 1851. )°

REGISTERED 1902.

AGENTS FOR LLOYDS.

TELEGRAMS "FLEETWING PORTSTAN LEY" VIA RADIO.

21st November

The Honourable the Acting Colonial Secretary, 
STANLEY.

Sir,

With reference to your 172/1+6 of 19th inst. if you will 

have one of the Bofors Guns stripped, including removal of 

wheels we will definitely undertake to ship it by s.s. "FITZROY” 

to United Kingdom, and we shall then be in a better position 

having seen one stripped to say whether the remaining 7 can be

r «

accommodated.

Present indications are that there will be space under

Captain White, like the Dutch Captains, will nothatches.

carry them on deck.
I am, Sir,

Your obedient servant,

€2,

MANAGER.

r *
o



r (. '*

DECODE.
TELEGRAM SENT/

From GOVERNOR to SECRETARY OF STATE

Time: 10 30 Received:Despatched: 8.1.53 Time ‘

Your_S_avingram No IJjO/19_50 Colony. MilitaryNo
\

Equipment.

Four chassis for Bofors Guns shipped per FITZROY

Will inform asdirect United Kingdom 23th December.

soon as possible regarding arrangements to ship balance

of equipment.

OFFICER ADMINISTERING THE GOVERNMENT

J i ‘
GTC

Iss



2x>%172/46
4

13th January, 55-

Sir,
With reference to .your letter of the 21st of 

November, 1952, I understand that you hove shipped 
the chassis only of 4 Hof or c-uns and I should be 
grateful if you would advise me what arrangements 
are being made to ship the balance of the equipment.

I am,
Sir,

Your obedient servant,

(Sgd) J. s. Briscoe

i Acting Colonial Secretary.

Manager,
Ikland Islands company, Limited,

STAHLLY.



2 O b •
t CIk Falkland Islands Companp, Cimited.

° ( INCORPORATED BY ROYAL CHARTER 1851. ) O

REGISTERED 1902.

AGENTS FOR LLOYDS.

TELEGRAMS ’ FLEETWING PORTSTANLEY" VIA RADIOfl 'X^.53.20th January
\' -jS'W :e

[-\

The Honourable the Acting Colonial Secretary, 
STANLEY.

S-Sir,

Bofors Guns:

With reference to your letter No. 172/46 of 13th inst. 

the top hamper of the four guns shipped by s.s. "FITZROY" 

could not be accommodated, but we hope to ship this and the 

four guns remaining by Dutch Chartered vessels within the 

next two months.

I am, Sir,

Your obedient servant,

V/C.?y. MANAGER.

i



r 0 Decode.
TELEGRAW1 S E N T .

From GOVERNOR to SECRETARY OF STATE

Time: 1030Despatched: 10.4.53 Received: Time:

Military Equipment.My telegram No .,5- 

Balance of equipment shipped per Falkland Islands
No 79.

v •

Company Charter Vessel "Merak N" direct United Kingdom 

28th February.

OFFICER ADMINISTERING THE GOVERNMENT

GTC



7 3. 4^l"ELD 266/267/01

ing r
the Secretary of State for the Colonies 

To the Officer Administering the Government of
June 1954

FALKLAT'ID ISLANDS 
(Colony )

Date

No. Saving!

Your predecessor's savingram No. 35 Colony of 
2nd February 1951•>

Military Assets.

The matter of the claim on the 7/ar Office for £1,500 
in respect of the cost for the re-instatement of land has been, 
pursued at regular intervals with that Department.

2 k~. A reply has now been received a copy of which I enclose 
and you will see that the War Office feel unable to accept the 
claim without further details of the break-down of the £1,500*

1 appreciate that it will be extremely difficult to 
supply such details so long after the event but would be grateful 
to receive your comments on the enclosed letter.

SECER

/

'Z/ ■ t
i /v

t ■

v



REGent 8131 Ext. 44
From Major F. W. F. Gooch, R. E. ,

Inspectorate of Lands,
War Office,

Nuffield House,
Piccadilly, 

London, W.1.
Ref. 118/ABD/5721 (I. of L. ) / y .

U iM \; , s?

21 st May, 1954*
Dear Mr. Bent,

With reference to your official letter MED/321/01 dated 4th May 1954# I 
am sorry that you have received no reply to your earlier letters about the claim 
by the Government of the Falkland Islands for £1,500, for the re-instatement of 
the land which was acquired from the Falkland Island Company.

The difficulty has been, and still is, that the claim is not supported 
j. by details of the actual cost of the work done and it was not even mooted until 
], January, 1950, some 4^ years after the Imperial Troops had left in May, 1945*

As you v/ill no doubt realise, we cannot authorise payment of money 
from Public Funds unless the expenditure is properly substantiated, which hasn‘t 
been done in this case.
in the cable No. 126 dated 19 June 1950 from the Dependency which reads "Figure I 
of £1,500 for re-instatement of land is a rough figure only for re-instatement 
based on wages of 6 men for 52 weeks plus use of motor transport.11 j

^uite apart from the fact that we have only been provided with a rough 
figure of cost there is nothing to show that the work done was entirely 
necessitated by the occupation of the Imperial Troops.

In fact the only details we have is the statement made

t

I regret therefore that we are not able to accept this claim on such 
vague information so long after the event.

I feel that I must, once again, mention the Bren carriers and spare 
parts worth £18,000, which were handed over to the Dependency for a purely 
nominal sum. As you know we were expressly requested to hand them over for la 
development purposes (vide cable No.200 dated 30 June 1949 and letter No.88313] 
dated 29 December 1949 refer), and I consider that these carriers and sparesA 
have more than compensated the Dependency for any re-instatement work which*j| 
have been due to the occupation of the land by Imperial Troops.

If, despite the foregoing, the Government are determined to press tj 
claim and will let us have a properly documented account the matter will rec^ 
our early attention.

Yours sincerely,

(Sgd.) Fred W. F. Gooch.

----(Jh \jCjsb ■ c-- SI,? fO 1^/^ ■ L\ jJU, //Vv.cVvU

R. A. R. Bent, Esq.,
Colonial Office,

Church House,
Great Smit^-Street, 

London, S.W. 1.
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ta .f

estimate for ■ err.o'l ition of concrete be see and re, oval 
of rubble and otoro from- the enter roads. I have had a 
revision of the estimate ecrofuliy prepared and it is 
based on the cost of Government labour and not on the 
higher costs :hich contractors vould charge. The 
revised estir ate n&w st ads at £1371. 5 s- 06. and 

• /. d details -»re t eluded s c.n_JtP.. enc1i;<. f the bar
Department is still not willing to accept this they 
must go to arbitration as •revised or in the 
agreement and T shoul then request the arbitrator 
to estimate the full u\ ount due in accordance ith 
the agreement.
4* The question of the cost of brer carriers p, s 

. disposed o. I. p,/ \p.l ^ . ' o. 2 34 o£ Pdrc. October^
; 1 25Q« : o p« Is. it nov is a red herrin v;hcce 

fragra ce is not diminished by the consideration 
t; at the inist.-y oi Gup ply inte dec that the carriers 
should be solo locally and stipulated reserve price 
of op Iy 
refers).
the enclosure to your having 
1 9 hes .not re c; the /-reviocs purer?.,

l should be . if the ar e art cl could 
be pressed eit or to meet the claim of *1; 7 , 5s. 
or to , o to ‘’bit• tier or ^r-ovidetl fpr In the 
agreement.

•

5 (your Telegrai 0.58 of the 1st Hay# .125 > 
I c only suj »ose tli t the si 1 ttory of

o. 7 of 12th June,

K' •

GOVERNOR.
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_ e:::>pillionor co crate la?.

^ or of 3 operatives* 

for®>ecsor running costs nnf 

maintenance of drllLls etc*

6c!£17. 6. per v/eek.

£11* 5* per week* 

£26* 11. 6d* or week.'ratal
tr:= ~ ” ~: ~ rr

netirateci time or demolition 

30 weeks. £657. 5.»S52:is==5s:5:r:'.:
Total -a*

: learanee of store r.rr rub! le. 

arcs of P labourers 1 

lorry .river*
' orry h 1 re: *• naintoraree.

1 v. or we< k* 

-• n -> per week* 

per woe
■18*

f3’;.Total h. •> •
ssr-

l? a 11; a t e ■ t i c : o r c 1 e a r n.c e 
15 weeks. Total £513. *“.*

otn 1 co bt of re c t i t i. i on. £1370.

TC



r Decode.
TELEGRAM SENT.

Fro/7? GOVERNOR to SECRETARY OF STATE

Received: Time:Despatched: 2U,1,55 Time: 1200

My Colony. Savingyam No 163.No 17. Military Assets.

Grateful learn position.

GOVERNOR

ie^L
3M
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Decode.

TELEGRAM RECEIVED.

From SECRETARY OF STATE to GOVERNOR.

Time : : ' 5Received:Time:Despatched: 5.4.55

.Ceoartwenfc■ fcs. . r'U: •To i?oY ir fc< ?i1
... .74 —ITo 52. ram

int regarding br img r.

refers) has... DO 1o5gun carriers

- «-yji rrr

File
(I Id) J. 3.

* ia
1,1.

j



I Decode.

From SECRETARY OF STATE to GOVERNOR

Despatched: 14*4*55 Received : 14.4*55 Time :1 210Time: 1155

______ My telegram No 42,
Department have agreed TTcT*meet claim of C1370. 
and request formal acceptance by you of this sum as full 
and final settlement of all and every claim arising 
from the •ccupation of the property in question by the 
War Department and Ministry of Supply,

No 45* Military Assets*•/ Warz.« 5s.

On receipt of this arrangements will be made ror 
payment to oe made to Crown Agents grateful early reply.

SECRETARY OR STATE

■?7
I

P/L*
SM
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Decode.
TELEGRAM SENT.

From GOVERNOR fo SECRETARY OF STATE
Despatched: ^ 5* 4. 55 Time : 1615 Received: Time:

tf l Your telegram No 45*No 75- Military Assets. I

formally accept «j1370. 5s. as full and final settlement

of claims arising out of property in question. I am

grateful for your assistance.

GOVERNORL
1. Please issue
2. Then return file to me for H.E. to sec.

(Intld)A.O-.D.T.
14/4.

1 iVGrDT



I. Ref: 172/46

18th April, 1955.

Dear Dorris,

Would you please refer to your telegram 
No, 45 of the 14th. of April and our r^ulyf 
.< o. 73 ox the 15th of April on the subject 
of military assets.

wcM •
it±b

V/e are very grateful for all your 
assistance in ge feting this rather tiresome 
anu long standing matter cleared up ana I 
imagine that it v/as very largely clue to 
sheer persistence on the part of the Colonial 
Office, and your-Department, in particular, 
that v/e finally got the claim settled.
Perhaps a suitable expression of appreciation 
could be formally conveyed to the War office 
on behalf of this government.

I am not certain whether Bent has 
yet handed over and so I am writing to 
you.

With kind regards,

Yours sincerely,

■ (3go.) A. G-. Denton-Thompso]

V/.A. Norris, gsej.
COLONIAL OF NICE.

• 9

a 7v;i Arp
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Y.H.

256, As far as I can see these chassis belong in the absence 

of a rightful owner to this Government. The bofors guns, predicotrs 

etc. were returned to the U.K. and 215 indicates that balance of
equipment shipped in 1953. 
and I imagine anything that anyone has wanted has gone long ago. 
I don’t think it would be necessary to put then out to tender as 

no one has had any interest in then up till now. 
have some views?

The Ghassis would not be worth sending

S.P.W. might

bl

l



r 172/46

61.29til August,

Sir,

I have to refer to your letter of the 
24th August, 1961, and to grant permission for the re­
moval of scrap metal from the gun chassis on the site 
of the former R. a, Camp.

I am,
Sir,

Your obedient servant,

« 03.*:.'

Officer Administerin; the Government

Kir. A. ft. Carey, 
G AAHLiiY o
DlUAm


