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»rrl TSl?n.:lc: Government House, Stanley
10 Karch,10CG.Confidential

My Lori,

’cw that the •Thalln^ season in the southern Do-

poudonales c ’ IrJs Colony (couth Ghet-l'iMe ?nri Couth

Orkneys) 1? practically over, Lt 1s Interesting to revft&w

the results.

:•! i.rov <h the sn^-Tn? Lr-re hr-s ooon unusually
cold rmd vast, it has boor. a comparatively open one at the
South Shotlands.

nw, be .:r oporntlrv-fhe fo-.-r Corn-r.loc. uMoh

triers under VVaaliiv* Licenses granted. by this Goverment

<:r

(a) Mr Alexand.or Lruv'O9 s Sxpc d itio-i;

(rA n.-•• Cnmdl 'nd Wh~..l inr; Coravsnyj

f e) foci chad. L’~ 11 enera de i ’7 Ilan es;

(1) Lystryt'r. h7<pedltion (Christenson *- Co) ♦

I hjtve already you tn uy in sp at oh L’o 9 of f<l

January u-th rn-.-rd to

ueo-lin;* to '.loi.-ih uithout, n Cu^t-oiii’s Officer.

visited the

laivru cn^.ni ity too i’ltorferod. ;;lth liv: operations,n:

s.i‘d forced the Manezrer to proeood to fovth Shetlands.

b< fno
T?iO Rirrhb i ion bln

nr] oi‘ L-V-in r..C a.c.c.r.
3^.£c «

l^cret^ry oi ftate for tho Colonies,

Downing Street.

^c.

'o'lth Orkneys. ’Mniles usra plant lliil, but tho

lystal’s ^otl-n in -?ro-

>iT^f^undlnyv/! Co^nnay ’.vrs tho Only OHO that
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The total catch or the four Companies in Southb.

thorn

beloiLfed to the variety

lines In their battles with

every modern c^nveninnco lnclr.il '• bombs, it shews the

t •3. Between L?ic 24 November when the expedition
readied the Couth Shetlands and. the 27 February when it
left Dacoptda- or. the return voyage to the Falk
lands, the

all 224 whales,or an.7C lays ^hrli^-
The catch was composed o.f:-average of 3-7- nor 41er:.I

10’5 fftijap-Back ‘Thales.81 Blue ‘Thales.

5S.

“lost of the whales were found in the Brans field7.

strait which lies between the Gouth Shetlands and Joln-

viVe Island,Louis Phillips Land,Trinity Land,Banco
Land). The Strait Is

soma 120 dies in leurth and 60 in breadth.
'*reit r*ny fin-back whales in. theThere were ■8.

Brabant Islands’)
were plont 1fu1
whalos ar© ootainable the whalers arc not likely to rro

th© fin and. hi^ip-back

variety.

Onu thiu • sLinds out pre-eminently as theb.

result

j;

Be^^lca Strait between the Palmer Archipelago (Anver and 

aril Banco Land, and humu-baek v/halos

o7

Land (all to the nortli of Graham’s

seven hundred whales. A considerable percent.?^© of

near Joivwllle Island, but as Ion - as blue

unsuall.y lar.;© and powerful. La.n.^e’s whalers lost

strength and vitality of this sueeles.

It

Shetland walert was between six himdred. and fifty and

out of their wary to l.ook for

them. Dee in that the 7xta<?k^r^ were full.' equipped with

loi;?-! ’blue whale’ and were

over fifty harpoons and ma.

two sr<a?.l s team or s ’Tia.uk on and Grib’ spent

lnclr.il
Tia.uk
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ewfoundlan i ”hal 1 w:

Company had unwillingly to abandon the Idea of whaling
season on account of the inaccessdlb-at the Orkneys th1

the number of whales in the Baltica Straits and around
J o Inv ills I s 1 .•; r- i 1 e p 1 o r e d th e fact th a t an ao cessible

floatiu - factory had not yetand safe harbour for his

localities,and stated that hebeen discovered hi those
had spent a considerable amount of time and trouble en-

T need hardly point out the verydeavovrlny to find one.
yr eat risk he incurred in. navi.patin.p practically unknown
waters in this latitude in h*is c. earch for a. safe arv'hor-
ar:e for his factory.

10.
secure harbour for his operations corroborates the con
tention I jaiatc in my Confidential despatch of 88
last i.c. the wi12.lln.fr industry,as the whalers themselves

’xLr^nlficbnt harbours of CKife Colony and its Dopandoncies

’were thrown open to th'.n’.

with re^^rd to the South 'hetland Group of31.
which this Government has hitherto had very little relia
ble knowla'i.va I noslre to state that the following hor-
ho’j.rs r.ro declared by. the whalers to bo the and
best,especial ly d-Tr^.r? the sumar months when the pre

vail inr*

-

Pseembor

reasonably safe,adj cent.and accessible harbour the 

industry cannot bo conducted. The

llity of the harbours; while Mr La.nrre in coismjntlnnr on

’knor; vurf'jctly veil,could not be conducted at nil in

’thin tor.n-5-t-.-G*-f 'itu'ie i.ni7Lee>s the commodious and

:-r Lsnrre’s opinion as to the necessity for a

result of wnalijp* in thos^ regions i.e. that without a

wi12.lln.fr
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prevailing wind is from the north west:-
(a) St George Jay King George Island.at
(b) Admiralty Jay (north shore) do

(good water obtainable)
(c) Hospital Cove Croon?; 1 ch Islan d.at
(d) South 3ay u Livingston Island.
(e) Two anc ho rage s Deception Island.

In my Confidential despatches of December12.
and 21 January I expressed the op inion that the number
ofWhaling Companies in South Georgia should be restric
ted to four,and it is likewise my opinion and that of my
Advisers,that in the best interests of the Colony and
the Whaler,a similar restriction should apply to forth
Shetland.

I have the honour to be,
My Lord,

humb 1 c scrvr,nt,

I-

I-

/ k? Ci

Governor

Your Lordship’s most obedient,


