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Sir.

I have the honour to forward herewith,in triplicate.

my report on the Whaling at South Shetlands for the season

1917-8,together diary kept during the duty. This diary I

passed into the Office of the Colonial Secretary,with other

papers,on April 27th,as my letter of appointment in C/S 1113/17

to S.Shetlands was received from that office,! naturally

returned the various papers etc there. However on landing
from the Cargo boat, I find it is returned for transmission
through you.

I have the honour to be

Sir

Your obedient Servant

To the Hon: the

Collector of Customs.

Stanley.

Falkland Islands.

J

STANLEY
6th May 1918
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KKP0B2 OU !2HB WHALING SEASON 1917-1918
Affi SOUTH SHETLANDS.

The following vessels eperatod. at South Shetlands

(1) Sclstroif. arrived. 31/12/17
(2) Thor 1 15/ 1/13II

10/ 2/1311(3) Grn 11
11/ 2/13(4) Bombay >i

12/ 2/13II(5) Sv end Fcyn
The season has not been good, this may be accounted.

by:-
(a) The very hate arrival on the Whaling grounds of the

especially of the “Orn 11“,factories,
”Svend Foyn”, these three- vessels did net start
operations until 12-14 th of February,- a time of the
season when the good weather has gone, and quite

expect oven half a cargo, starting at a
period,that,in normal years is considered the finish
of the season.

(b) On arrival at King George Land.South Shotlands, on

severely damaging the vessel,in a fog.The Whale Beats
were employed, each for 24 days

at different times,to make voyages to Punta Arenas.
Chile,in connection with the extensive repairs
necessary to save both shii> & cargo, thus this
factory had but two Whale Boats /whaling for a large
part of the time,with a consequent loss of at least
3000 barrels of oil,as a result.

first time at 3.Shotlands, although expert :s’hots
the want of local knowledge told against them, to

30/12/17, the "Solstreif" ran ever a reef.of reel s

and Grahams Land, during the Whaling Season 1917-1918:-

"Bok" and "Bjork”

“Bombay!?, and

(c) The number of now mon sheeting whales, for the

hopeless to



(2)I

to 30Ei 3 d Ogr00 .

All factories arrived, tee late to participate in the

finest part of the Blue-whale fishery, (end of November to

early January).
The "Solstroif remained in Deception Harbour the whole

X imagedthis was necessary until March, owing to theseason,
condition of the ship, and the necessary repairs made- thereto.

"Thor 1” arrived at Deception with four boats,I sd. from
South Georgia,on January the 15 th,this ship remained all the
season, except for a short time,February 21 st to Marchist, when
this vessel was operating in Bolgica Straits.Cn his return,the
Captain,stated that the conditions were bad,few whales,and that

start, they returned to Deception Isd:-went to Bolgica Straits to
March 8 th with about 1800 barrels,

March 16th with about 20CO barrels,
900 barrels,March ISth with about

those throe factories again left,for theOn March the 26th,
there than inB e 1 g i c a St r a i t s, the weather much lo- s violent

Deception Isd, Those ships remained in Bolgica Straits for the
remainder of the season. During their stay in Deception Isd,
the "Cm 11” made 13CC and tho"Borabay"lCCO barrels of oil,the

11 Sv end Foyn" produced about 2CCG barrels.
(.2) The to ;al production of oil,(less the catch of the "Svend

Poyn" which I understand to bo about SCCC barrels, fuller figures
I could not ascertain,as the vessel wont direct from Belgica

to South Georgia without being able to furnish 122 withStraits,
amounts to 47,6C5; bureols, Estimatingthe necessary information),

asp

compared
l

i-
1f-
i

" Bombay"

"Svend Fcyn"

the oil © C5C a ton would give a value of B P9^,7CC. The average 
barrels or' oil per whale, m. de in the season being 51.6

"Crn 11"

ho had made but 7CG barrels of oil. "Crn 11”"Bombay"&"Svend Fcyn"

Straits.Cn


(3)

compared tc 46.3 in 1916-7.

& from

"Solstroif” I was prevented from visiting other ...arts of
South,ana therefore

unable to collect, or observe minorals or animals of

15c - ca 11 od harbe ur s.
As the season was a poor one,all factories remained

wcrl. ing until weather conditions became impossible. The

followed by the others on the 13th & 14th.
The Hekter Company’s Land Station at Deception Island

Schedules A to ?(six) show the catch in figures, and
in comparison to the previous season.

OBSERVATIONS
The season 1917-18 appeared ;o mo, to exactly resemble

saoson 1913-4,as from January onwards,tfhales were never

cf the gunners that,there was a marked absence of ’tfhale-
foed- jlankton-crustacoa, this might bo accounted for,by
the almost total absence of icebergs & smaller ice in those

being 39. F. in January 1902?.reported the temperature as
This rise in temperature could affect the Plankton-life,
- the principal food of whales in these waters. From
statements made to me,by gunners the same conditions

prevailed

(3) Owing to shipping entering, u clearing to,

the Dependency,either to the North or

was not at work during the sc-ascn.

Straits,during the season. The temperature of the water was

scientific or commercial value, or report on the many

first to leave -was the “Solstreif” on April the 12th,

abundant in Bransfield Straits, it was stated by several

Punta Arenas,Chilo, in connection with the repairs to the

found to bo 36. F. in February L March. The Swedish Expedition



(4)

3rd week of January.Whales wore then plentiful.
Two Whale Boats,

these reported large numbers of whales, r.aj stl y

40 & ICC miles from land,they wore thought to be feeding.
Those whales wore alsy soon by arriving rectories, and the
reports extended from early January to late February. Bo largo
numbers entered the whaling grounds,at any time.

Hump-back Whales wore reported by the gunners,as being
common than in recent years, of those caught during themore

ci' the whole, us compared to
Of those 20 were seen by no, of the 20 none

*3oaland Hump-ba cl ed lhalos. Terra ilova Exyedi sicn.

To mpDeputy Collector.

""Bjork” made trips to Chilo
"Fin" between

"Boh

by the scale given in Dr, Lillie1s " Hoport on the How

1£ in 1916-7.

prevailed in the Blogica Straits, with one ozco^tion in the

yresent sea son,th oy formed 6.4^

wore lighter in colour than Hc3, many \mre as dark us No4



Schedule A.
9

WHALING.

SOUTH SHETLANDS.

SEASON 1017-18

and. species

cf whales cauhgt by the Whaling Conyanios.
during the season.waters.

3LEGIES Ci? WHALES.

TI JALOTHERHUKP--BKblue 1?IMSi/ERr*RIGHTGOI.H'ANY

2911715S■sip a. x.v

117167031

17632101449

1 Bottle no j o
4173156 5 i iko(.2)339

9256595C39 547

44
irset froEi Balgica Straits,(1) Sailed tc 3 Gaoi-gia,

n 11)
BP.Y )E t DAHL 

pPhnr> 1)

NORGE.
(Sclstroif)

CRNEH.

Nor.
)

SOUTHERN. (1) 
v( 3^425: foyn) 

(
TOTAL

operating in those
The following statement shows tho total nu&bor.

(2) like er :Aincli Whalo ~ B. acuterostrata



Schedule B.
WHALING.

SOUTH SHETLANDS.
1917-3SEASON

The following statement shews the total .reduction,and the

'./■IALE OIL.

QUALITY.

TOTAL.5lie ,0CCILANY

COC 1,6 3010,500KOilGE.
( Sol str e if!)

5, sec1,19070 C’ <« v 5 3,010

8,355□ 501,3356,000

:r."L.B?-Y
13,650*1,6365,396(Thor.1) 10,620

47,0055,6209,36123t504

TOTAL

liz'oct’ to S.G-eorgiu, Balrica Straits,(1). Sailed

*

(1)
(Sv/ond- i?cyn)

10,620

CBNEK-
(Cm 11)

15,100

catch not certain,believed to bo about 3,000 barrels.

Ho,

grades cf whalo oil, ssado during the season*

No, 1 No, 2



Schedule G.

WHALING.

SOUTH SHETLANDS.

1917-18SEASONS,1916-1' ,

and the oil produced,

WHALES OIL

COMPANY 1916-7 1917-3 1916-7 1917-8

549 291 rCC 15,ICC37

446 117 20,500

4 73 176 21,260 3,355

18,650At 3.Georgia 339 Av 3.Georgia

933 47,605Total

520 24,000

92,7602,00 3

froia Bolgiea Straits.

Bryde & Dahl.
(Thor 1)

Norgo.
(Solstroif)

Nor
(Bombay)

Goiiiparativ’o statement of the vlialos caughv,

Or non
(Orn 11)

5,500

(l)Sailed direct tc S.Georgia,

Southern, (n)
(Syend Pcyn)



ASOjS 1916-17 1917-1?'SOUTH TriTLA’irS . e»
Sc lie du la L.

The following comparative statement shows the number & species of whales
taken, during the last two seasons.

T

TOTAL.OTHERHU-IBEACKrinBLUESPB/AIRIGHT I

1917-81910-71916-7 1917—31917-3917-3 1916—71916-7917-8916-71917—891 6-71917-3co iBA-rz 1916-7

3915494 1715399116446

1174461670 56731374

17643322310144 267^139

53964 (aj(aj156(aj(aji a i

9256595035579

5209169542

2003216021330TOTAL

at South Georgia 1916-17.
fro^. Eelgica Straits.

SOUTHBhir (1J
S *-yo nd ? e j77**

(Ora IIj

173

LOB
^P.-vhb^r

sailed direct to South. Georgia,

BEZEL E BALL 
(TnCft? Ij

NOEGE
-tSols

■' (a-j



STALING.

SEASON 1917-13.SOUTH SII-3TLAITLS.

caught each month during uxic last two seasons.

RIGHT BLUE FINSPER'I HU/IPBAOK OTHER TOTAL.
riONTH 1916-17 917-8 1917-8 1916-7 1917-8 191G-71916-7 1917—3 1916-7 1917—3 1916-7 1917-3 1916-7 1917-3.

NOVEMBER X 23 1 24

EECBIBER 315 1.8 5 358

JANUARY 543 113 62 47 3 16 608 176

FEBRUARY 354 105 356 134 1711 7215 261

’•LARCH 5 145 104 165 222 2 16 3121 348

4APRIL 25 99 10 133

9 547 6021380 502TQEAL 21 59 20036 923

from Bel slca Straits. Catch at present unknown andsailed direct bo South Georgia, 
nob included.
"SVEITi: FOYIT"

The loll owing comparative statement shows the number of the various suedes



Schedule.P.
WHALING.

SOUTH SIUTLAIIDS.

.SEASON 1917-18

the season

WHALES
•20 TALFINSPERM BLUE lUi-’P-BAGKRIGHT OTHERMONTH
17647 16113January

261.5 Pike17134105February
16104 .2225March

1331099254April

923502 59 63479Total

Sv end Fcyn*,’ did not commence

operations until rid February.

IBcttle
-nose 348

A monthly statement oi* the whales caught during

Throe factories:-”0rn 11""Bombay"”

The catch made by the “Svend Foyn” not included.



TOO’/

The attached report i’ro^i Mr . A .c .Be^ett

which r»s received by 'ie this ?.f tor^oo**, submitted .

?/ '

■

The tic'-ourable ✓
The Colonial Secretary

x ■■•

Treasurer.
6th April 1918.

&

<5iTr;<S'’
•' ■• .T*—----- ---



;k

11th May, 18

Sir,

n .s.

yrccee-lel >jrect to -outh

ii.

o •

in

Colonial/ retary.

5 ' '< 
/

E. B* Binnie Keg*,
Stipendiary H?.;--i strate, 

South Georgia.

1 am , Sir,
'lour ohelient servant,

I have the honour to inform you that on 
the conpleti'/n of her sfaalinp; operations in 
the waters of the South Shetlands the 
rtSvenI Foyn P 
Georgia, leaving nr record of her c^tch &c 
•*nth the Government representative in the 
South Shetlands*

The Governor directs rne to re sweat . 
you to be so ,-;o- d as to forward to me at your 
earliest convenience the coaling returns 
furaisaed by the s.s. rtSvend Foyn P in 

respect of her South Siietlaais operations* 
iou should also transmit at the same 

ti.me t:ie British huseum Forms (No 152) 
completed by the 3.3* “Svend Foyn P 
res. ect of the same operation s•



MINUTE.
13th May,

Hon. TreasurerTo

StanleyF?'om

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY,

Stanley, Falkland Islands.

1 snail be obliged if you vzillbe so good

Benaett&for ais information.
i

o

&
Colonial Secretary.

/ z

1918

as to forward tne attached Minute to Customs Officer

d>No. 443/1H
(It is requested 

that, in any refer
ence to this letter, 
the above Number 
and the date may be 
quoted.



MINUTE.

13 th.. May., 1918

To.. .Customs..Qf.ficar..Bennett

From

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY,

Stanley, Falkland Islands.

Stanley.

1 nave the Honour to inform you that a copy 

of your report on tne whaling operations in the 

South Shetlands during the 1917-18 season, which was 

submitted to the Governor, has been forwarded to 

the Secretary of State by His Excellency.

Colonial Secretary...

b 443/18 
>No.— '

(It is requested 
that, in any refer
ence to this letter, 
the above Number 
and the date may be 
quoted.


