
No. DEP/WHA/1 # 7
ISLANDS,FALKLAND

Governor’s Office.

I SUBJECT.From

ADDITIONAL WHALING LICENCE

Salvesen and Company’s application for

No. Date

24th June,1915.75

MINUTES.

i

<7 /?.

I

Registered Number 
of last Despatch.

* i

Colonial Secretary’s
Record No.

7

732//

4

Vt-'C

Secretary of State for the 
Colonies.

CrC

____ £
Date of Receipt? !

Jio. next Despatch.

K



f
J

Reference to previous correspondence:—

191
(

Sir,

I have the honour to transmit to you

the papers noted below

Date. Description.
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I have the honour to be,

Sir,

Your most obedient, humble servant,

Er HARCOURT. 
A. BONAR LAW.

The Officer Administering

theAjrovernment of //7 s /''/fa'

A-
1

Secretary of State's
Govcrno^’e^

Downing Street,
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•F5.Copy-

Barnard Street,29,
Leith,

* 3rd Juns 1915-

Sir,
7/3 have the honour to enclose herewith

copies of our letters of the 16th February to the

of the 21st and 23rd April.
c e You will notice that in answer to our

whaling operations in the South Shetlands and Graham
Land the reply is in the negative. We p re sume the re-
fore that the Odd Whaling Company has been able to

which was des-replace its steam whaler "Cuvernoren n

troyed by fire last season at the South Shetlands,
and that the Magellan Whaling Company of Punta Arenas
will continue operating their licence in connection
with the steam whaler ’’Normanna belonging to theH

Normanna Company Limited of Sandefjord, and which
operated at the South Orkneys previous to last season.

We are a little surprised that all the
licences for the South Shetlands and Graham Land
should have been renewed, as we thought that the
Government would take advantage of the yearly nature
of the licences to refuse renewal in certain cases,

and we know that the’ Managing birectors of several of

the companies holding licences last year were doubtful

Their

doubt

i

1

tKCLOSUR- 
No.

application for extended facilities for carrying on

olonial Secretary, Stanley, and copies of his replies i
I

reason for this doubt was .not divulged to us, but no

ZozM 7 ->NJG.1915
V /

as to their renewal for. the coming season.
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doubt the Heed of the contraband Department will have
a fair idea.

As stated many times we are anxious to
extend our operations in the South Shetlands, where
out of the 10 licences and 1 lease, 9 licences and

You will remember1 lease are held by foreigners.
when we unsuccessfully applied for the lease for
whaling purposes at Deception Island we intended to util­
ise our steam whaler the for reducing the

the largest and most complete floating factory for
reducing flenched whale carcases. When the lease was
refused us, we utilised the
with our steam whaler
licence, but this combination has not proved econom­
ically successful in as much as the two vessels are
together too large for reducing the catch of 3 steam
whale catchers. Their combined production should

amount to from 30.000 to 35.000 barrels, whereas
last season the production was 26.000 barrels, and
this season just completed only 22.000 barrels.

We have lately acquired by purchase from the
Durban Whaling Company Limited in Liquidation the
steam whaler ’• Pentaur ", and it is for the utilisation
of this vessel along with the
that we are extremely anxious to secure another whaling

as

their reducing plant in converting the whale carcases
brought in by 6 whale catchers with reasonable pros­
pects of having a good result. There is no regulation

in any

i

licence for the South Shetlands and Graham Land, 
thereby we shall be able to utilise our 3 vessels with

(
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■
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"Horatio"

"Horatio"

"Neko" under our South Shetland
"Horatio" in conjunction

"Meko" and the

I

i

flenched whale carcases, which was then as even now



in any of the Ordinances against one and the same
company having more than one licence, and you will
know that as a matter of fact at the present time
the Ornen Company Limited has 2 licences, and the
Hektoria Whaling Company Limited has 2 licences and
1 lease, all for the South Shetlands and Graham Land.
VZe know that the Colonial Government has limited th©
number of licences, but you are aware that this number
was exceeded by the simple device of calling the new
licence by another name, viz., a lease, which might
be adopted in our case if necessary, but we have pre­
cedent for departure from the strict wording of
Ordinances of the Falkland Islands, for instance, the
Rethval and Thule Whaling Companies have been operating
during the past season at the South Orkneys together
with only one whaler,
one each as laid down by the Colonial Government.

ceding to our request, we would be only too glad to
have an interview with you to decide the question.
We are convinced that no objection will be raised by
any of the foreigners holding licences, as they seem
to be much astonished that they are allowed to continue
operations with foreign companies and vessels under a
foreign flag on British territory and in British waters, l

especially during the continuance of the war.
3. As regards the whaling licence- for the South

Orkneys, we must confess frankly that we are not keen

on th i s bus in ess. You will have noticed from our

Previous application that we have always considered

that 2 steam whale catchers under one licence and with,

1 whaler

l
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the s/s

If you should have any difficulty in con-

"Falkland", instead of
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1 whaler for reducing the whale carcases are quite

minimum of 3, for the simple reason that the season
is so much shorter and the ice difficulties much

involving more risk and naturally a shortergreater,
The greater risk has been amply provedcatching time.

serious damage to the first whaler of the name of
’’Falkland”, which would have become a wreck had it
not been for our assistance in sending from South
Georgia, our diving plant with an expert diver and
patched up the hole under water. Our view of the
financial side of the question h?s also been fullv
demonstrated by the fact that of the 4 whaling com­
panies which operated at one time at the South Orkneys
only 2 carried on whaling operations there during the
past season, and these two operated together using
only one whaler or floating factory steamer with a
production of 14.000 barrels with 4 whale catchers.
The economical results of all the endeavours in the

the 16th February to the Colonial Secretary at Stanley
the market quotations of the shares.

We do not think that whether the whales are
caught in the neighbourhood of the south. Orkneys or
round about ths south Shetlands and Graham Land has

Tn this
connection we may state, that according to the reports
of our Masters the supply of whales is not visibly

diminished

i
' ''"''I

!

!

by the loss of one whaler, the s/s

Always applied for 4, or a

South Orkneys have been disastrous, no

’’Tioga”, and also

!dividends having I.
been declared, and you will see from our letter of

inadequate, and have

ary bearing upon the supply of whales, as of course 
this animal moves from place to place.



that never before ha? each enormous numbers of rhalea
been seen as in the encl of the season just closed.

We have, etc.
(Signed) CHR.SALVESEN £ CO.

!"

The Under Secretary of state, U,
Colonial Office,

London, S.F.

■

*
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diminished in these waters, in fact, it is stated
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CHR.SALVESEN 3c CO.
LEITH,LEITH.

16th February 1915.

Sir,

far as our information goes we understand that only
the 2 whaling companies ofand
Christiania are operating at the South Orkneys this
season.

The Normanna, company's floating factory
having bee chartered by arrangement

with the Sociedad Ballenera Magallanes, Punta Arenas,
in conjunction with the 3 steam whale fishing vessels
belonging to this Chilean company, this company is
consequently not carrying on whaling at the south
Orkneys.

The Corral Whaling co. of Bergen, Norway,
is as you know in liquidation.

In consequence thereof we understand that

Orkney Islands, and we have the honour to apply for

At the same time we would take leave to point
out, that in order that there may be a reasonable
chance of success each whaling licence should allow
4 steam whale fishing vessels, or at the very least
for 3. The whaling season at the South Orkneys being

more catching power is necessary to make up for the
disproportionate

i

i'

1
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«Rethval”

steamer "Normanna"

J tty'’

"Thule"

both, or failing 2 being vacant, for one.

2, or at least 1 licence is available for the South

We have the honour to inform you, that as

shorter than anywhere else, it stands to reason that
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disproportionate catching season available*
For your guidance we may mention that nons

at the South Orkneys, have ever paid any dividend,
and the last quotation of the value of the shares of

These figures show better’ than
words that our contention is correctly based.

(Signed) CHR. SALVESEN & CO.

■I

The Hon. The Colonial Secretary,

1

I I

i?
■.

■

the ’’Rethval”

We have, etc.

Stanley, ?.l.

of the companies which have operated, or are operating

and ’’Thule” companies was 50$ of their 

face value, 60$ for the ’’Normanna” company, and for 

the ’’Corral” 22|$.



The Office of the Colonial Secretary,
Stanley,

Pill kl a nd Islands.

Mo-579/11. /23rd April 1915.

Gentlemen,
am directed by the Administrator toI

acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 16th :•

February applying for licences to take whales in
the South Orkneys during the season 1915-16.

I am to inform you that your application2.

has been registered and that a further communication
will be addressed to you at a later date, as the whole

question of the South Orkney licences is now under

consideration.

i ( Signed) T.N.GODDARD.
for Colonial Secretary.

Leith.

___

t

I am, etc.

Messrs Chr. Salvesen & Co.
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CHR. SALVE SEN & CO.

LEITH-

Lai th.

16th February 1915*

Sir,
We have the honour to apply either in our

managers for a whaling company to beown name, or as

named, later, for a whaling licence at the South

Shetlands and Graham Land for the season 1915-1916

in addition to the licence presently held by us.
we are the first and

only British company which conducts whaling operations
in the Falklands and the South Shetlands and Graham

You knowr undoubtedly that ever since this
war commenced a great change of feeling in our Govern-
ment has manifested itself in its views as to its
duties in protecting and furthering and extending

I

British sphere of action.
We have had occasion several times Previously

to inform you, that we are willing to extend our
whaling operations, and we trust that your Government
will take the same views as our home Government and
do all in its power to assist British firms in their
endeavours to extend British trade and especially in
such places as the South Shetlands and Graham Land
where, with one single exception, the whole trade is
carried on by foreign companies sailing under foreign

flags.

British trade, and all efforts possible are now being 
made by the Board of Trade in order to extend the

to extend our business. I

I

1

As you will know,

*2 i'°

Land waters, and we are anxious



Outside of the British Dominions we do notflags•

think that there is a parallel to be found anywhere

in the world.

(Signed) CHR. SALVESEN & CO.

The lion. The Colonial Secretary,

i'
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I
Stanley, y.l.

We have, etc.



Ths Office of the Colonial Secretary,
Stanley,

Falkland Islands.
No. 579/11. Slot April 1915*

Gentlemen,
I am directed by the Administrator to

acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the
16th February, applying for an additional licence to

f-take whales in the South Shetlands and Graham’s Land-
I am to inform you that the complement of2*

licences sanctioned by this Government in respect
of that Dependency nas already been allotted and that
it is therefore impossible to consider your applica­
tion until the occurrence of a vacancy.

(Signed) T-N.GODDARD.
for olonial Secretary.

r

!•
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rA

Messrs Chr. Salvesen & Co.

Leith,

Scotland.
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1 am, etc.
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license in

8

add that ■ r. Bon ar Law must not be

Lhe Secretary of State

h

__ I

L’LSSRS ohR. SALV .8Eh A-. D 8Gi r Y.

I c®i to

Gentlemen,

I am,

Gentlemen,
Your obedient Servant,

In reply 1 am to state that no lease or 
respect of whaling from that Dependency has 

been reported as having lapsed and that, as at present 
advised, . r. honor Law sees no grounds for departing 
from the decision of his predecessor not to increase the 
number of inese lease;-., or licences.

I am directed by Er*Secretary Bonar Law to 
acknowledge the receipt of your letter of ti«e Brd June 
in which you apply for an extension of your facilities 
for prosecuting ./haling operations in the South 
Shetlands and Graham Land,

Bovminis Street,
June,

understood to accept all the statements regarding the 
-halinf. iziudstry of the Falkland Islands and their 
Dependencies which are contained in your letter under 
acknowledgment.

/ 
o r/Z/* L' <



SECRETARY OF STATE.-•• avwv *• • • *>* JM - •* ■ •GOVERNOR  TO

.-•<

Sent 9.9.15.Chapelries, London.

81 YOUNG.ALPENLANDSAGOSOUP SALVE SENSUNPULLING

9th September In answer to your despatch of the 27th July

No. 81 Salvesens Application cannot be entertained

Young.

■!


