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MINUTE.

Colonial Treasurer.From To

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY,

Stanley, Falkland Islands.

afternoon.

Colonial Treasurer.

No.___________
(It is requested 

that, in any refer­
ence to this letter, 
the above Number 
and the date may be 
quoted.

Stanley.

27.tR April-^

I beg to submit the attached report from Mr .A. G-. Bennett who acted as 
Whaling Officer at the South Shetlands during the past season 1921-1922•

2. Mr.Bennett returned to Stanley in the s.s.“Ronald'* on the 13th inst 
and will now be able to resume his duties as Customs Officer Stanley this

. J. * ]_g \



\

Stanley.
27th April 1922,

Sir.
I have the honour to request that you will forward 

the enclosed reports Etc (delating bo South Shetlands, 
to The Hon:the Colonial Secretary.

&7 -L-t- ZZ.To The Hon: Colonial Treasurer.
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of this

6 Catchers Hektor Co
3

1.

5.
3

7. Neko

>

I

To

3. Svend Foyn
4. Orn 11.

I!

I;
i

Falk

to Nelson Strait. This Strait,ana its approaches contained 
muci large ice,out it was not the solid mass seen further to 
the By careful navigation Deception Island came in view 
where the same heavy sea-ice extended in all directions.Tn is 
was forced,and the harbour entered after several days delay. 
Ins ide, conditions were very little better, no water was visible^ 
that part of the harbour that had broken up was now filled

8.

4
Sly?-'’ 

:)i^nds, and' frrsjj Land »

3

(3) 4

Tn.6 I oilowing vessels operated in the waters
Dependency during the season

1. Ronald with (5)
2. Solstreif

with the large ice that had drifted in. These conditions 
the Honourable

Tne Colonial Secretary
Stanley.

3
(3) 4

3

-Vhe Whaling Season 1921-1922 at South. bnet'iar

tlue-wnaies were aounaant,ana
Difficulties however were present during this period in tne 
shape of ice.This ice,which consisted of massive sea-ice,with 
a. heavy sprinkling of more or less giant bergs,extended to the 
North from the land (Smith Island) some 25 miles,to the West 
as far as its reflection in the sky (ice blink) could oe seen. 
The "blink* looking much better to the N.E.the Ronald returned

6. Thor 1.

Pytnia
The Guvemoren was wrecked near

Norge Co 
Sydhavet Co 
Ornen & Nor Co 
(actually one Company 
Messrs Bryde & Dahl 
Messrs Salvesen & Co 
Hektor Co (Chartered).
Stanley on the voyage down, 

and the whalers belonging to this factory were distributed 
one to each of tne aoove ( ) ships.

From the 2&th of .November to the first part of January, 
m excellent condition.
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• prevailed around 
New Year

i

f"f (2)
Deception and adjacent islands until the 

accompanied by calms and bright sunshine. All whaiirg 
operations were most difficult,whales were badly scratched, 
and steam whalers damaged in the ice.Some were auite fixed in 
ice in the harbour for days together unable to move. Communication 
from ship to ship was impossible for often a week and more, 
although but a few hundred yards intervened.

The ice travels very rapidly to the N^E# and uaually travels 
along the side of Bransfield Straits,this year however, 
the bulk passed along the N.®. side,and was in an abnormal 
quantity.Photographs attached,show the conditions inside 
Deception during this period.

From December 18 to 21 st I proceeded in the whaler "Grahanf 
(Svdnd Foyn 1.) to Anvord Bay,to effect the rescue of Messrs 
Lester and Bagshawe of the “Cope Expedition* who had wintered 
on Graham Land.The ice conditions in Belgica Straits were quite 
as bad at this time, and the Blue-whales equally abundant to 
the North of Cape Murray.

December 25 to 28, I made a flying visit to Admiralty Bay 
in whaler Bransfield (Hektor Co). Here Neko and Pythia were 
operating «Te then proceeded towards Astralabe Island, in order 
to shoot whales,here the water was comparatively clear of ice.

In early January,the ice cleared away,and at once there set 
in one long gale only broken by spells of fog and snow. This 
continued until late in March, during which time sunshine was 
almost unknown. Tais type of weather was a much greater set 
back to whaling than the ice. Whales became scarce, or appeared 
so owing to the impaired visibility. Certainly the main army 
of the largetand fat type of blue-whale had passed at the usual 
time (early January). Blue-whales of a smaller type and very 
thin,together with equally miserable Fin-backs,were sparingly 
caught,with here and there a really fat whale.

In mid January I went with So|streif to Belgica. Straits. 
This factory anchored with others in Nansen Island,! remained 
a month,during which time whales were seioom seen in the Straits,, 
All entrances,except those to the North being blocked withice.
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was not of the usual clear and bright +ype, but 
, ’’haling at this period was at

8- most severe gale at Deception, lasting from Wrch 
20 to 22nd the tfnole aspect changed to really fine weather, 

oa i x appearsso late m the season.The same improvement to have equally 
affected the Straits also.Following this, whaling was fairly 
fast,owing to the whales being more numerous in themselves,or 
that the more summer-like conditions rendered them more visible.

These late whales consisted of both blue,and Fin,of an 
types from very fat to exceedingly thin. It was very pronounced 
that those who were fat had a more or less plentiful covering 
of dlatoms,(alarge number of diatom specimens will be forwarded 
to the British Museum), while the lean kind were minus these 
paras ites.

During tie worst whaling period,several gunners informed 
me that they had seen fair numbers of Hump-backed whales, 
(they said hundreds). These whales behaved in a manner they 
naa not seen for years, they were found in several of the 
deeper bays act fjards. One had tried the experiment of stopping 
the engine,and ,as a result the animals became sufficiently 
interested to swim round, ana examine- in their way- the whaler.
This is the type of Hump-back that they formerly caught in 

abundance.The conditions imposed this season protected this 
whale from being snot*

The catch as declared to,was 2031E3 barrels from 3605 
whales,giving an average of 57.1 barrels per whale, I consider 
the above average a really excellent one,but still open to 
some improvement*

A close scrutiny of the attached schedules,and the returns 
from which they are compiled clearly shows that both Heko ai a 
Fythia have not done the good whaling they should. I see no 
reason why the tauter vessel should nave done so badly,unless 
the encumoerance of so many empty barrels aoout the decks in 
place of tank holds.

The weather

was Trade up of calm,tog,snow 
its worst*

After
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can never oe 
vessel,properly nt,tea

18 oniy factory 
press on (ie i 
per whale is

‘ Regara mg 
gooa results 
or

(4)

tne WeKo ownea oy Messrs tiaivesen & Uo,i oeiieve 
expected irom tins noat.A tetter class 
is required. 1 win oe noticed that Neko 

that has not maae tne required Quantity Of 
carrel of press to biuober),aiso the average 

tne lowest,ciearly snowing that the most is not 
ootamea from tne whales caught. The aosence of sufficient tank 
holds renders necessary tne carriage on deck of a tremendous 
stack of empty barrels,most oi these must oe lanaea somewhere 
oeiore work,in a proper form,can oe started. The process of 
landing,ana shipping must be repeated each time this ship changes 
her seat of operations,time and labour is thus deviated,that, in 
a well appointed factory would he used in the reduction of carcasses.. 
It is also observable that Neko selects spots for anchorage remote 

X 

from,and most difficult of access,to the V,haling Officer.
Owing to the prevailing conditions, Admiralty Bay,and 

Deception Isd were the seat of operations until January .Most 
factories then gradually passed on to Belgica Straits. None went 
South of 64.30 S owing to the ice. Orn 11. and Balk returned to 
Deception for a period in February and 5'arch, finally going to 
Nansen Island.Ronald remained as part of the land station throughout 
at Deception.

The whalers belonging to Guvernoren were attached for the 
season, one to each,of three factories.lt is peculiar that these 
factories made no better progress than those that were not so 
fortunate.In my opinion had. not Ronald have had a sixth whaler 
this season,a serious finaneial loss would have resulted.The area 
about Deception is more open and subject to much worse weather 
conditions,than the Belgica Straits,to which latter area all 
factories,except Ronald,can resort.

A fair number of embryosx were seen during the season,but,as 
most of these are aborted in the water during the flensing,! was 
not able to connect them with the parent. I saw none sufficiently 
small to preserve.

After the first week in January,there arrived a type of Blue­
whale that the gunners call*Mrsh Bear*,a small,and very thin

factories.lt
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subject of a
Museum.

A small effort at geology,and the specimens relating

ii

(5) 
hale,poor in oil.Icannot find any distinctive feature to 
part this from the larger form,except one of size.It is 
Certain that they arrive more or less about the same time 
each year. Similarly there are two forms of Fin-whale so far 
without a characteristic difference,except size,poorness in 
oil,and the absence of diatoms on the skin.Frequently those 
small Fin-whales have a "Penella" parasite that I have not 
so far noticed in the larger and fat variety.

The new Whaling Regulations (1921) caused much adverse 
comment.They certainly fill a long felt want,and cannot be 

anything but beneficial to this industry.
The steam whaler Minerva 11. attached, to Pythia drifted 

on to rocks in rthe night-time ofMmarch 1st,and was a total losa
Captain O^Andersen.Svend Foyn l.of Sandefjord,who caused 

one of his whalers (Graham) to proceed,and personally went 
to the rescue of Messrs Lester & Bagshawe of the "Cope Exped­
ition, cannot be thanked sufficiently for his heroic and 
gratuitous services to these men,espec ially when his lesser 
kindnesses and thoughtfulness are considered. I most strongly 
recommend that if the conditions of the Expedition admit, 
that some appreciation of Capt,0.Andersens services should 
be forwarded by the Government for the rescue,kindness,aid 
carrying homeof these otherwise abandoned British men. ^fhile 
everyone considered it expedient that these men should be 
rescued,Capt,Andersen was the only one who considered a 
couple of whales,and a few tons of coal of less value than 
two human lives.

I secured through the kindness of Capt,T.Larsen."Falk*, 
a more or less complete skeleton,and an additional jaw of 
the rare and almost unknown whale Berardius.This together 
with a number of small specimens of interest,will form the 

separate letter,and be forwarded to the British

size.It


re-

1

Whaling Off icer

I have the honour to be, 
Sir.

Your obedient servant.

(6)
the paper,! will hand in for forwarding when completed.
I tooK with me and planted on Deception Isd 2« small roots 

of Tussac grass.These were promptly uprooted by gulls, 

-planting of those that could be found,resulted finally 

in three roots growing,but being continually eaten down by 
the same birds.

During my absence to Belgica Straits,Capt Ohrez Donald, 
was good enough to re-erect the flagstaff in front of the 
Government building float was blown down some years ago, d 
also to give a coat of paint to the house. This was badly 
needed as all the original had been scrubbed off with flying 

sand,and snow in the frequent gales.
It may be worth recording that Messrs Lester & Eagshawe 

had the British flag flying at Water-boat Point on our 
arrival(Graham Land) 18th December 1921.1 also hoisted the 
flag on Deception Isd,22nd Feb,&6th Apriltalmost the only 

occasions that the weather conditions permitted.



Table,1 .

Name of Ship Average per WhaleTotalBlue

2 BN
2B-nose

1 • I
In practice this is not quite correct.Blubber oil is taken as No l,and Press oil as Nos 2,3,4,

In addition 164 Tons of Baleen (dirty),and 3600 Bags of Guano were produced.

2 B-nose=are two Berardius ?.!

2 -S'

ft
A

2 29
150Bythia.

Neko
Thor 1.
Svend Foyn 1.
Orn 11. 
Solstreif. 
Falk.
Ronald•

tb
0

Bluboer to Press____ 4_____
2.33
2 .69
2 .01
1.96
2.13
2.25
1 .90
2.14

J ^of Prhss
< Blubber

41.9
37.1
49.6

; 50.3
46.7
44.4
52.6
46.6

If)

230
240
247
361

1842

370 
339 
373 
445 
453 
450 
431
639 
3605

12595
13634
15466
16900
17362
18000
17573
26995
138525

5280 
5066 
7632 
3600 
8133 
8000
9227 

12605 
64598

43.2
43.1 
62.0' 
57.3* 
55.6* 
57 .7- 
62.1' 
57.4-
57.1

141
239
167 ’ 206
217 I 223

223 
210 
132 
323 
1761

Whales taken
Fix! Other

____ Oil produced j 
Blubbed Press! TotalPress|

I 17375
{ 13700 
23143 
25500 
25500 
26000 
26300 
39600 

‘203123
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- (J #.S# Hamilton)
.Government.Naturalist#

With reference to L.Ps«262/22 and 330/22 (Whaling Licences fo 
next season in South Shetland}if it is convenient,I should prefer to 
postpone dealing with-them until the Report, of the 1921/22 season has 
been received#

.If you sanction this,shall.I keep the papers until. I.see the 
report,or shall- I return, them? .

Stanley (
2 8th. Apr

From.Government Naturalist# 
To# Hon.Colonial Secretary.
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2*

I rec ted. by the Governor to conveyI aa
to yon His Excellency’s appreciation of the
interesting report you have submitted on the
operations of the South Shetlanas Whaling

Fleet uring the Season 1921-1922.

Sir,

Your obedient servant,

Colonial Secretary.

Mr. A. C-. Bennett,
Whaling Officer.

I aiu,

Sir,

29th April,
i Vi-....,.
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h!'vo the honour to transmit herewith a

Barnett, Staling officer in

to^ethoi* with the observations of tao fovenn'iont

a. tihalas hs’.-jo fortunately been plentiful

it is satisfactory to note the benof;

of the new ulmlin^ Peculations

most rsarhed ovont is the. return of the i’ljsspbfiok

vrnles in lar^e ravfocrs. ‘similar reports have

been roecivod fron south Georgia

Z tun causing the attention of tho omars

and t’neof the to bo drawn to the

low aviuigo output of their factorioa.

colour in the ro-XK^oondtition of the

Govoriviont . atvraliet that the taking of the Hirtvt

and Htittpbneh whc'lcu ohouli:. agait: to prohibits!:?

next aceoon and liece'soee are boing issued with

Subject howovor to your views and

to thooo of tho TJnwtoos of tho Iritish ''usoui.

the/

TnL EKiE' HO.i;0??iiLsLZ£

W. L. 8. CHURCHILL, h.P.,

SLChLTARY 01 BiV'.iT FOR Till; COLOSIhS.

7.7

nthei’wlao the

tlmt proviso*

ISth :

the So-it/ii 5hyt?utmd3 in tho 1921*x922 £joftsion>

G*

atuF&liot the report*

:■(). on->
M*V*»V*C «w..

4.

report fra;: :?r.

Sir,

"r-ythia’’

and tho catch ,;ood despite exceptionally bed 

•weather oonditions, v’hiuh prolonged tfco aoao<n.
It la satisfactory to note tlio bono^Mial rcnulta

1929«.

“Ueko”



2.

the

moxit Naturaiist •
5. I am addressing you in a separate despatch on

the subject of recognising the action of the Captain of
in rescuing the too members of thethe

rritish Imperial Antarctic Expedition.

I liave the honour to be,

J. Middleton.

J

the taking of the Humpback as suggested by the Govern*

humble servant,

•••naling Officer in the 1922*1923 season might,
I consider

Sir,

3 bo allowed to give temporary permits fox’

Your most obodiont,

"Svend 3'oyn I”



FALKLAND ISLANDS.

WHALING SEASON,-X9.ai/22...

HVALEN COMPANY* COMPANY FACTORY

Whales. Fin. Other.Right. Blue. Total.Sperm.

December
59 59

January 89 58 127

February 12 59 71

March ... 106 107I

April ... 26 26
Total

145 229 Ji 570

OIL PRODUCTION (Shewn in number of barrels).

No. 4.No. 2. No. 3.No. 1. Total.Qualities.

December 18691644 225

January 587 66685526 755

February 2957865 161011975

March ... 4447562550 2151 75 ji

April ... 16255051120

Total .X '1676512595 I7«754501

WHALES CAUGHT PER CATCHER.

H’back.Fin.Bight. Blue. Total.Name of Catcher. Sperm.

176"Minerva II." 47 29

62"Aim!rante Gonl" 50 92

70 108"ROS3"

26 68"Odd III" 94

___ II

141 229Total 570

at

; H’back.
i

SOUTH SHETLANDS AND 
GRAHAM’S LAND.

It is important that this form should- be properly filled in and returned to the Whaling Officer 
South Shetlands at the end of the season.

u

s/s «P.yt.nia.,». -

Other.

Ur



FALKLAND ISLANDS.

WHALING SEASON, ^21/ 22.

COMPANY FACTORY " ....R 0 N .A L DA/.s He.kt.Qr.

Whales. Fin. Other.Right. I H’back.Sperm. Total.

December 174 3 177
J anuary 107 92 199
February 8937 126
March ...

40 105 141
April ...

3 39 42
Total 328 689381

OIL PRODUCTION (Shewn in number of barrels).

No. 3. No. 4.No. 1. No. 2.Qualities. Total.

December 9.040 2 <805
January 8.354 3.615 11<969j
February 4.142 7.232 ■ " ‘3.090
March ...

4.273 6.708 ■’2.435
April ...

1.186 660 1.846 •
Total

26.995 39.600 S7-U

\ 'i

H’back. Other.Right. , Sperm. Blue. Fin.Name of Catcher. Total.

74 52 126

67 00 127

54 53 107

Total 328361 689

anager:

1
I----

68
66
32

75
34
54

SOUTH SHETLANDS AND 
GRAHAM’S LAND.

WHALES CAUGHT PER CATCHER.

143
100

86

Blue. |

“Edie".
"Fogo".
"Odd”.

It is important that this form should be properly filled in and returned to the Whaling Officer at 
South Shetlands at the end of the season.

11.845

12.605
QiQ (q. .Q- .

“Baal”.
"Bransfield".
Import Stanley !‘x
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WHALING SEASON, ^522

COMPANY

H’back. Other. Total.Right. Blue.Whales. Sperm.

December 5494 nrryr uu

J anuary 98 13135 nrr r? ii

February 10682 II nU if

March ...
11910514 ir I!n

April ... 66 nn ir

Total 458228 .230

OIL PRODUCTION (Shewn in number of barrels).

No. 4.No. 2. No. 3. Total.No. 1.Qualities.

December 3924 551251910o9 1:

January 83623760 2159 it

February 58271669 3083850 u

March ... U 13318 50701515 239 u

April ... IT 1*^729n

Total 255001509 5

WHALES CAUGHT PER CATCHER.

Right. Sperm. H’back.Fin. Other.Name of Catcher. Blue. Total.

10951 52 ITITnfiIT

6681 147IT it11 IITIIT

5360 123II flIT

47-1- 7932 u IIIf IIODDIT

H II !Tfl TT If

IT T!ITTotal n 228 458230

►roperly filled in and returned to the Whaling Officer at
South Shetlands at the end of the

5 io
17362

219
6629

USB II"
*

G V 8

t
FALKLAND ISLANDS-

7/
It is important that this form should bqf/propei 

season.

FACTORY s/s4 ?, N..II"

o ( 11 APR. 1922 /A',;

SOUTH SHETLANDS AND 
GRAHAM’S LAND.

Fin.

n H J V 6 R N II"

I "

"JL .0.. R.. 1 i..n.. g.. c.. 0 m p



/%/'/%£■
WHALING SEASON,

FACTORY

Blub. Other.Fin.Right. Sperm.Whales.

z.
January

February

March ... ///:

April ...

Total Wc
OIL PRODUCTION (Shewn in number of barrels).

No. 4.No. 3. Total.No. 2.No. 1.Qualities.

//W.January

February

March ... •7 5

April ...

Total < <?
J (7/'food

WHALES CAUGHT PER CATCHER.

Right. H’back.Name of Catcher. Sperm. Fin. Other.Blue. Total.

?/

//

yoTotal
'i

IL
Lt.

£1 n
(o‘h.

V.

/ 304.
/<w.

SOUTH SHETLANDS AND 
GRAHAM’S LAND.

Total.

FALKLAND ISLANDS-

^4/ -
December

WK 
£?/?■ 
‘'IQ-yj. 
zni 
3 l l io-

18-0 .
Io

4 0,
FZ 7 c

December
?6.

i

Manager. .

lolll

/Le>.

J3j\ 

jy. 
/?.

^0.00

, H’back.
—

/ (/ </

^7

^/o

—I

><J t Cd

. r

COMPANY 

-y t

It is important that this form should be properly filled in and returned to the Whalina *
South Shetlands at the end of the season. 5 er at



WHALING SEASON, 1921 ~ 22.

COMPANY "Thor I"

iH BACK.Whales. Right. Fin. Other.Sperm. Blue. Total.

December 88 89
January 47 7831
February

23 37 .60
March ...

1148 122
April ...

I 23 24
Total

167 206 373

OIL PRODUCTION (Shewn in number of barrels).

No. 2. No. 3.No. 1. No. 4.Qualities. Total.

December 63704285 1705 380
January

3870 1625 413
February

2438 918 104
March ...

3294067 1648
April ... 806 1466660 

Total
15466 23148 o6556 1126

WHALES CAUGHT PER CATCHER.

Blue. Other.Name of Catcher. Fin. Total.

12459 65 I
70 12711 ODD 2" 57

”Thor Junior” 1227151

*

Total 206167 373

i

I

1

SOUTH SHETLANDS AND 
GRAHAM’S LAND.

e
FALKLAND ISLANDS.

5908 X5’

i ■ ■: •• '

i b-it, j *‘"

H’back.

Manager.

3460 /
i

5944

P

”Ingeborg I”

Right, I Sperm.

a/s
Bryde & Dahl. Hvalfan^erselskap FACTORY

It is important that this form should be properly filled in and returned to the Whaling Officer at 
South Shetlands at the end of the season.
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FALKLAND ISLANDS.

WHALING SEASON, i92i ^1922

FACTORYCOMPANY Salvesen & Co Leith N E. K 0 

H’back. Other. Total.Fin.Right.Whales.

December 2 737T
•* J anuary 89 27 _JLI&
February 4416 28
March ... 55 84 139
April ...

8 09 Z7
Total

239 389

OIL PRODUCTION (Shewn in number of barrels). •

No. 4.No. 3.No. 2. Total.No. 1.Qualities.

December 2968 5144 596 3708
January 4071 442 1092 5605
February 25456621567 316

March ... 3963978 55521178 o

April ... 7,k12901050 240
Total

13634 2320 2746 18700

H’back. Other.Name of Catcher. Blue. Fin. Total.

87 51 138
H 48 12476

S C A P A"n 76 51 127

Total 239 150 389

Manager.

at

V1
\l

/
/;

WHALES CAUGHT PER CATCHER.

S I L V A"

* r ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ •- T’)

SOUTH SHETLANDS AND 
GRAHAM’S LAND.

It is important that this form should be properly filled in and returned to the Whaling Officer 
South Shetlands at the end of the season. c

Right. ; Sperm.

I 150

'■ I

Sperm. | Blue.

"SONJA"



FALKLAND ISLANDS.

1921 1922

COMPANY AKTIESELSKAPET ORNEN FALK”FACTORY S.s

H’back.Whales. Right. Fin.Sperm. Blue. Other. Total.

December
115. 1 116

January 92 25 115
February 29 60 89
March ... 10 82 2 94
April ... 1 16 17

Total
247 182 2 451

OIL PRODUCTION (Shewn in number of barrels).

Qualities. No. 1.
i

No. 2. No. 3. No. 4. Total.

December
_5_.AQO 555 1.960

January
6.187 1.500 1.500 9.187

February 2.970 1.250 960 5.180 -- /
March ... 2.450 807 685 3.920 I
April ... 586 212 798

Total
17.575 4.124 5.105 26.800

WHALES CAUGHT PER CATCHER.

Name of Catcher. Right. Sperm. Blue. H’back.Fin. Other. Total.

H A U K E N 82 PotiennP74 156

II”GRIB 94 54 1 149

II"K L 0 71 54 1 126

Total 247 182 2 431

•z

SOUTH SHETLANDS AND 
GRAHAM’S LAND.

t
Bolenof

Manager.

II"

//■ 6

It is important that this form should be properly filled in and returned to the Whaling Officer at 
South Shetlands at the end of the season.

WHALING SEASON,



FALKLAND ISLANDS.

WHALING SEASON

COMPANY

Other. Total.Fin. H’back.Blue.Right. Sperm.Whales.

December

January

February

March ...

April ...

WJ7Total 2/7
OIL PRODUCTION (Shewn in number of barrels).

No. 4.No. 3. Total.No. 2.No. 1.Qualities.

/y^December

January

February

March ...

April ...

Total 7W
WHALES CAUGHT PER CATCHER.

H’back.Name of Catcher. Blue. Fin. Total.

ZZS2/7Total

Manager.

(#3
J/4

//<02
JC32

2/3~0

%

Jo
$2

J3/
//y

//q

/u>

/(a#

SOUTH SHETLANDS AND 
GRAHAM’S LAND.

$057

3±/!_
7/U'

FACTORY 

■

v ; v.-< .

Other.

4X
Z? /jD

720
77Z7,

y................................

Right. Sperm.

It is important that this form should be properly filled in and returned to the Whaling Officer at 
South Shetlands at the end of the season. 6

I



17th.May 1922.

MEMORANDUM.

(u.E.Hamilton)
Government Naturalist.

To The Honourable Colonial Secretary. ^pJ^X-^22
I ha-* e the honour to state tha^bl^have poste^two boxes to 

the British Museum (Natural History). L&K&^ain a variety of

small specimens collected by Mr.A.G.Bennett in South Shetland during 
the last whaling se ason,including the diatoms from whales(vide para 9 
of my observations on Mr.Bennett’s Report.)

2. Mr.Bennett also handed me a covering letter to the Director, 
which I have forwarded (copy attached)



Copy.

Sir,

(sgd)A.G.Bennett.

)(Note,Pygoscelis antrctica is the Ringed Penguin-

Sir,
Your obedient servant

Stanley.
Falkland Islands.
8th. Kay 1922.

The Director.
British Museum.
(Natural History)
South Kensington
London SW.7.

specimens.
One skeleton (raw) Pygoscelis antarctica from Cape Reclus 64i S.

62 W.just as the skuas have picked it.
I have the honour to be

I have handed to the Government Naturalist Mr.J.E.Hamilton,one 
box of four smaller boxes of tubes of whales.diatoms etc.,also enclos­
ed are a few tubes of worms and flies.Data is enclosed in each box of



>

OBSERVATIONS ON THE REPORT BY MR. A. G. BENNETT, WHALING
OFFICER, ON WHALING OPERATIONS AT SOUTH SHETLANDS FOR THE

SEASON 1921/1922.

The season wider consideration was a successful one in
spite of remarkably trying weather.

There was an unusually large amount of ice which impeded

considerable extent, but from that time until late in March there
was a continuity of adverse weather. fog and snow

all of these are bad for whaling.
Notwithstanding the physical conditions the catch of2.

only three less than the
highest recorded catch for South Shetland (1915/16) when 1845
were taken.

of that for 1920/21.
Blue whales formed 51.1/ of the total catch for the season just

1761 Fin whales were taken 1077 less than in the previous
of ’’other species” two whales only areseason,

recorded -
On comparing the oil production of this season with that3.

5605 Blue and Fin Whales yielded 205,125 barrels of oil.
This total is composed of 158,525 barrels of blubber oil

and 64,598 barrels of press oil, the ratio being 2.28:1. In the
1920/21 season 4595 Blue and Fin Whales produced 205,017 barrels

an increase on the average of the previous season (44.73)
of 12.54 barrels per whale.

(The latter ship has now replaced Orn II, which has taken(Falk).
that factory having been discarded as too

small/

■

of oil.

terminated.

the place of Bombay,

characterised this period,

whale,

The 1921/22 catch was 87 in excess

the fishing until early in January, when it cleared away to a

’’Bottlenosed”

The average for the 1921/22 season is 57.1 barrels per

The extreme averages for 1921/22 are 48.1 (Neko) and 62.1

a great improvement becomes apparent

Blue Wales attained the figure 1842,

Wind,

of its predecessor,



2.

small for the South Shetland fishing).
A more detailed examination of the figures for each4.
shows that with the exception of Thor I they all had lessfactory

and more press oil, than in 1920/21. (Pythia andblubber
Falk were fishing in South Shetland for the first time this
season and therefore had no previous records with which comparisons
may be made.

blubber oil
546 barrels lessNeko

n nSvend Foyn I 670
press oil

Solstrief 57 barrels more
I!Svend Foyn I n70

Svend Foyn returned exactly the same amount of oil for each
season.

The ratio of blubber to press oil fell in every case except

(the extremes)
The case of Thor I exhibited certain pecularities.5 Tli is

factory produced 1552 more barrels of blubber oil and 3304 fewer
barrels of press oil than in 1920/21.
increase of .46 of blubber oil, but Thor produced the remarkably

an increas­
ed average production of 14.95 barrels per whale over the average

The total oil production for the whole fleet is only «926
less than that for the previous season’s Blue - Fin oil yield,

If the Heko and Pythi&although the catch is less by 990 whales.
had a productivity equal to that of Orn II (the factory with the
next lowest average, but still 7.4 and 7.5 barrels above them) the
oil production for the season would have been increased by 5313

to 208,436,
whole catch of 1920/21.

In this connection I would refer to Sir Sidney Harmer’s7.
letter/

c//o

barrels, a figure actually greater than that for the

The extremes are,

oil,

for the 1920/21 season.

high average yield per whale of 62.0 barrels per whale,

The ratio is 2.01:1, an

that of Thor I, Solstreif’s fell by ,06 and Svend Foyn’s by .73



3.

vzhare he
states that the oil of the 1920/21 season (208269 barrels) might
have been produced from about 650 Blue hhales or 1150 Fin Whales

Although 87 more Blue Whales were taken in the 1921/22 season
1077 less Fin -Thales were captured

that the diminution (990) is due to the less number of theso
The approximation between the difference in total

catch (990). which only resulted in a fall of

of the new Regulations, and indicates that along the lines of them
the efficiency of floating factories may be raised to
satisfactory pitch

While the reduction in the number of Fin Whales obviated8.
waste to some extent by reduction of supplies of the new material,
I consider that to a very large extent the improvements exhibited

1921 among them being the Regulation which
gives executive power to the Whaling Officer (Ro. 20).

Mr. Bennett has done useful work in collecting further
specimens of diatoms from the South Shetland whales, but it is most
desirable to ascertain whether they are identical with the plankton!'
forms of those waters, I would therefore suggest that the Government
representative next season be asked to take every opportunity of
collecting samples of the plankton in South Shetland and on the
voyages up and down, if it is possible to carry out the necessary
operations.

The securing of a skeleton of the very rare whale Berardiu#10.
is a matter for great satisfaction, the specimen is probably unique.

Kir. Bennett comments on the presence of foetuses which he

He would have to be supplied with two nets of suitable design, 
some of these are expected to arrive in the Colony shortly.

A'

by the returns for the 1921/22 season, when compared with those 
for 1920/21, may be justly attributed to the revised Regulations

.92$ in the oil yield.
and Sir Sidney Harmer’s suggested diminution (1150) is noteworthy, 
and lends support to his statement and is strong evidence in favour

latter species.

9.

less o

observed/
11.

a reasonably

tha n in tha t wh i ch preceded it,

letter to the Colonial Office of Oct. 51/1921, para. 8,

of the 17th October,



4.

12.
Antarctic Expedition was satisfactorily accomplished both men3

Captain 0. Andersen from the beginningbeing found in good health.
showed much concern on behalf of these men, and has put himself to
considerable trouble for them both in 1920/21 and 1921/22 seasons.

Sir Sidney Harmer has pointed out that in his opinion13.
the protection of the Sperm Whale in the waters of the Colony is
not of importance and has recommended a scheme for the protection

where they occur in
numbers.

The inclusion of their protection as a special condition of
the Whaling Licences may therefore be discontinued.

and
but

Officer to permit their being taken, but only in case of extreme
and such permission should only be given for one week at

length if necessary.
It is important that the factories should have material

sufficient to keep them at work since if there are unduly long3

periods of slackness in the trying conditions of life in South
the occurence of labour troubles and strikes becomes a

possibility which it is advisable to bear in mind.

SUMMARY.
1. This season was characterised by a great amount of ice

and very bad weather.
2.

1842

observed floating in the neighbourhood of the factories, after 
they had escaped from the body of the parent during the flensing 
so noting one of the principal d.ifficulties in the way of the
investigator.

The relief of the two members of the British Imperial

The catch was good, 3605 whales were taken, of which the

Shetlands,

a time, but it could be renewed for subsequent periods of the same

that if it ..should be found next season that the Humpbacks occur

Right Wales should be taken in South Shetland be continued,

necessity,

in increased numbers, it would be advisable to empower the Whaling

I would recommend that the special condition that no

that a similar proviso be made with reference to Humpbacks,

of them in the South African Whaling Area,

14 o



r *

Whales make up the remainder.
3.

that for the Blue - Fin Whales for 1920/21, and the average per
rose from 44.75 to 57.1.

With one exception all the factories show an increase4.
the evidence tends

to support Sir Sidney Harmer’s contention that the catch for 1920/
1921 might have been considerably reduced without lessening the

A considerable amount of the improvement inoil production.
economy is attributed to the revised Regulations of 1921.

A considerable number of diatom specimens have been
and it is recommended that next season efforts be made

to collect plankton specimens.
A skeleton of Berardius was collected for the British6

Huseum.
The two members of the British Imperial Antarctic•7

Expedition were rescued in good health.
It is suggested that the protection of the Right Whale8.

but that the Waling Officer next
season should have power to permit fishing of the latter, if the
necessity should arise, and if he is satisfied as to the
continued abundance of the species but that the permits should.
be weekly only.

(Sgd.) J. E Hamilton,
G ov e rnment Mat ur a 1 i s t,

4th May, 1922.

k

5 o

collected,

whale,

1842 Blue Whales form 51.1$, 1761 Fin Whales and 2 ”Bd)ttlenosed”

of press oil and a diminution of blubber oil,

and Humpback be continued,

comlared with that season,

The oil production was 203,125 barrels, .92^ less than



pUPUGA

3.

CHURCHILL

>.i.

4

1921-22.
©■psrc.tions

e’.ij.t

1 have the iicnour bo $usk~no,.t! «7;c the receipt 
of your despatch Ho.68 of the 15th Tay snd to transmit to 
VOrt the accompruiyi copy 0* •;. letter free the P,ritir-;1; 
Museum (natural History) on iiw subject of th? whaling 

in the South Shetlands during iae season

Bennett4fi work.
I h-'ive the honour’ to be, 

Sir, .
Your most obedient 

huB.blo servant,

Downing Street,

.ir,

Signed) WINSTON 8.

GCVhilhCh,
J. KIDD13TCH, n'U«r 

etc •,

Au-ji’st, 1922.

i. i&ving r^'aru bo the vie&’s expressed by trio 
Trustees in psuraftiuph 2, i jf oviaiun that it '.seuld be 
advisable to r»d'raiii from hjSuuy; tcapor.siry permits 
for the Uuin;; of 'Su&p'back whiles durirg the season 1922-23. 
The question, ’nov/evor, L.i-.,ht »« i?£ein ccncidered in 
cennexion with die lV^>w24 choiild ■?. further years 
experience indicate thau such a course is desirable, 

a n ,va noted v/ith. «?.hicii;;.oUan the remrks of 

the Trustees in which £ concur as the value oi :.r.

jT 3-OCT. 1922



27th July, 1922.

Sir,

4.
particularly

the under secretary of state,
COLONIAL OFFICE,

S.W.l.

BRITISH MUSEUM (NATURAL HISTOfff),
CROMWELL ROAD, 

LONDON, S.V.

B.M.fN.H.).2816/22.

I have had the honour of submitting to the Trustees 
Sir G.Grindle's letter 31250/22 of July 11th, on the 
subject of Whaling operations in the South Shetlands during 
the 1921-22 season, with its enclosures.

2. The Trustees have given special consideration 
to the recommendation respecting the issue of temporary 
permits for the capture of Humpback Whales during the 
season 1922-23. “They have taken specially into account the 
alarming rapidity with which the catch of Humpbacks fell, 
after 1911-12, as shown on p.23 of the Apnendix to ray 
Report of December 17, 1918, communicated to the Colonial 
Office on March 29, 1919. They have further borne in mind 
the belief, prevalent among the 7/halers, that the Humpback 
is a timid whale, easily frightened away from a locality.
I am accordingly to inform you that the Trustees consider, 
with reference to the reported increase in the number of 
Humpback Whales, that one year's experience is insufficient 
to justify a relaxation of existing precautions.

3. I have called attention, on more than one 
occasion, to the possibility that the Blue Whale may already 
have passed its maximum in the whalers' catches. 'The 
figures now received are the first ones obtained for some 
time which do not support this conclusion.

The statistics referring to oil-production are



'Jit

w*.

b.

particularly gratifying and the Trustees wish me to 
express their satisfaction that so great an improvement 
followed the enforcement of the new '’/haling Regulations. 
It is of special interest to find that as compared with 
1920-21, when 4754 whales produced 208,269 barrels of oil, 
the 3605 whales caught in 1921-22 produced 203,123 barrels. 
The total catch of 1921-22 was about 76 per cent, of that 
of 1920-21 but the oil-production was 97.5 per cent, of 
that of the earlier year. With 1149 whales less, almost 
the sane oil-production has been recorded, and Mr.
Hamilton has called attention to the close resemblance of 
the 1921-22 figures to those given in Section 8 of ray 
letter of October 31, 1921, as an estimate of the amount 
of waste which ought to have been avoided in the 1920-21 
season. Mr.Bennett states that the oil-production was 57.1 
barrels per whale; but it is worth while to point out 
that, according to my own calculation from his figures, 
it should be 56.3.

’.'r .Bennett has given a considerable amount of 
information which should be of great assistance in 
connection with the examination of the whalers’ statistics. 
His table of monthly catches is a welcome improvement on 
previous Reports, while the description of the ice­
conditions and of the weather generally is valuable in its 
bearing on this table.

6. Mr. Bennett’s remarks on variations observed in 
whales of the same species are of much interest. The 
name "Marsh Bear", a thin type of Blue V/hale which arrives 
in January, is perhaps a Norwegian word misunderstood, but 
the occurrence of different types of whales at different 
seasons is a fact of great interest and is one which 
deserves the closest study. Mr. Bennett’s observation 
that Diatoms are found only on the skin of the fat whales 
confirms his statement previously published (Proc.Roy.Soo.,.

B,



7.

8.

comparison

plankton of the far south, 
learn that the thin whales 
Crustacean Pennella. since

L

B, vol.91, 1920, p.353) and his inference that these are 
individuals which have been recently feeding on the abundant

It is equally interesting to 
are sometimes infested with the 
the occurrence of this parasite 

has previously been supposed to be capable of throwing light 
on the migrations of whales (see R.Ci Andrews, "The Sei Whale", 
Mem. Amer, Kus, Nat. Hist., N.S., vol.I, 1916, p.322).
Further observations on the occurrence of these epizoic 
organisms will be well worth making, in the hope that they may 
contribute to the solution of the migration-problem.
Mr.Hamilton’s proposal to examine the normal Antarctic plankton 
is a step in the right direction.

Mr. Bennett’s successful efforts to obtain for the 
Museum a skeleton of the rare whale Berardius have been 
very greatly appreciated, and I am sending the special thanks 
of the Trustees for this valuable donation to the Governor of 
the Falkland Islands, to Mr. Bennett himself and to Capt. T. 
Larsen. We have suspected for some time, on the evidence of 
a portion of the lower jaw previously sent by Mr .Bennett, that 
some at least of the "Bottle-nosed Whales" recorded from time 
to time by the Antarctic Whaling Companies belonged to the 
genus Berardius and not to the familiar Hwperoodon which is the 
whale commonly known as a "Bottle-nose".

The omission of the Sperm 'Whale from the list of 
species protected at the South Shetlands appears to have 
followed from the opinion I expressed in par.3 of ray letter of 
October 31, 1921.

9. The following Tables contain the most 
important part of the statistical facts referring to the 
season 1921-22. Tables I and III are taken from Mr.Bennett’s 
Report (the average oil-production having been altered to 
correspond with my own calculation, as stated in paragraph 4). 
Table II, which is useful for



Table I,

Total

141 229 370 12595 48.3
239 150 389 13634 48.1

Thor I 167 206 373 15466 62.0
217 445228 16900 57.3

17362230 228 458 55.7
Solstreif 450 18000240 210 57.8

431247 17573 62.2Falk 182 2
269'95361 328 689 57.5Ronald

203.123 56.321842 1761Total

Blue RightSeason Totals.

6219
21

51362771
3716 757

2371179
2159

2XXX

X capture of these species prohibited

I J

11

Pythia
Neko

Ships (Floating

comparison with earlier years, has been constructed 
mainly from. information previously received.

1,755
1,842

4,431
2,003

1,114
2,079
2,593
4,754
3,605

1,296
1,541

2,838
1,761

Piked 
whale

1915/16 
1916/17 

1917/18 
1918/19 
1919/20 
1920/21 
1921/22

Fin 1- _whale whale whale

Stalec tate3.ttler
Blue Fin nosed whale

1,345
1,380

397

5280 17,875
5066 18,700
7632 23,148
8600 25,500
8138 25,000
8000 26,000
9227’ 26,800

12605 39,600

Hump­back .

54598

XQtal_£aJigIu 19.1.5/16,-i^2iggg

Svend Foyn 1
Orn II

2,358
602

“““ToTETerSperm nosed whale whale
a*—w..■^wac^r«'.w•

Oil produced ,r AverageBlubber Press Total barrels per whale__  FinFactories), whale whale

3605 138525



Table HI, South Shetlands, 1921/22, Monthly patches.

Month Total

14 55347864 878
Jan. 1922. 644 320 60323964
Feb. 1922. 480 34775178 658

973 44924Mar, 1922. 143 2828
April 1922 (to Apr.il), 13213 119 7754

2031231761 2. 184-2Total

+ includes 5 days of November

THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE,
COLONIAL OFFICE,

SW1

Blue whale Fin whale Oil produced
Bottle­nosed whale

3.F.Hanper

+ 'Dec. 1921.

3605

I have, etc., 
(sd)
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TELEGRAM.
From : His Excellency the Governor
To : Secretary of state for the Colonies

Dispatched : 202 Time. 12.45 p*n.

Received : 19 Time.

CHAPELRIES

LONDON

WELKROMP ANDUNCORDINGRAMENABLE RAMUNCULE UNCOMMIXEDODACINE
SOUTH GEORGIAMACHINALLY ARCH IIIOBLEWELDCRAB GRANT TEMPORARY

HUMPBACKS IF ORIGMA NAVICOMBSPURWISE SUMMERROOMPERMITS
TRAHIBOYSTATIONS SILVERGODOUTMEASURE KEEP IF ABARRE1.I

SPECIESAND SCARCITYTURFINESS OTHER TOTALHUMPBACKS AS
GIVELASSBECKEN RISE TO kysulphurPRANDIOLA FORMER EMACANT

DENTIVERIS OIL BONUS SILVERGODPROCLIVOUS TIMEWORN SINCE ONLY
WHALING AREASINOFFICERS ACTUALLY CAN JUDGE NECTAROUSOF

NATURALISTPERMITS GORMAND AND GOVERNMENTTEMPORARY CONDRUID
WHALESDICAVERAS ORGANSTOPDOCEVINT INSWATHINGTHIS PULLABUNT
ANEMONICALARBORVINE TRACTRICE AND ALTERATIVE SOUTH SHETLANDS

RAYLESSSILVERGOD REPROVIGNA Q JESTION YODBENCEEH FOREGOING.

MIDDLETON.

question may be reconsidered in the light of

Middleton.

10th October,

Meaning:
y 10th October. For reasons given in my despatch of 13th September 

^/ITo. 103 and before receipt of your despatch of 24th August No. 94 
/y/^^^/iagistrate of South Georgia was authorised to grant temporary permits

1 take Humpbacks if in his opinion it is necessary at the time in
order to keep stations at work. If there is abundance of Humpbacks 
as last year and scarcity other species total prohibition of formed 
likely to give rise to labour troubles especially as large proportion 
of men’s wages derived from oil bonus. Since only officers actually 
in whaling areas can judge of necessity for temporary permits being 
granted and Government Naturalist considers that this can be done t 
without detriment to whales am of opinion that in interests of public 
tranquillity authority given should not be withdrawn and similar 
arrangements should be applied to South Shetlands. Request that 
question may be reconsidered in the light of foregoing.



TELEGRAM.
From : The Sec&otary of State for trio Colonies
To : The Governor

Dispatched ; ^22

Received ; 19 22n Time.17 th

GOVERNOR

P0RTSTA1ILEY

OBERMUST (? ODERMUST) iEIRUjIPLING IiUI.IPEACKS CAPITEVEN

(? RATSTIT11E)?C;EFITEVEN) ABBATIh

IWUGIILIER

Meantog*

With reference to your telegram of 10th16th October.
Humpbacks in viev/ of all the eircumstanoes willing

to accept your recommendations.

Secretary of State for the colonies•

October3

Ttme.4#so pm13th October



Stanley«

1 am diructv).. by tne Honourable Colon! ..1 Secretary o inform

are authorisedyou

to issue permits to in lividual factorios to 1:111 Humpbac^ Whiles ■a

This aut or tty is ith to ••••;.-rd to ths reports

‘ t .- last ...in uao. 31 u©

. . ot o& ke .tfeecoiy aro <...

to avoid, isauiny sue .; nc-rmits if possible,out

you may do no if .. our iiidorm;? tl on to o o cur ■ J n g e of Hu inp b a c13 Sw

indicate, s th of j-n ado ud •» C a careful.• ■ ro Sf-; ;< CO

ation of each

ranted for i?oro t: iOl

out may og

e. • doavour saou1d.7'From th© .-.Ui .1 , of th© souuoxi o.vcry

uiade to determine tu© r • ■ 1 at 1 v? L> j u o.d aa c o

detail of th© suoject jhowcvoi' insiynif i cant, should bo allowed-tono

escape record*

I amj

Your rt.:£^ -• •/Uilt

kv

Per

Gtz-e. g

o ' Hump-

3.

TO ■■•0’7-3de

Sir,

h o

4.

uir?

1.cation convinces jrou. of the abso.l.1‘0 nececsity®

or c the x •/1 se - of 1 £u^*p o’- c ‘ •: o :?•. ■ \ d

at a t i me,

grunted

20t ■ *Ociobor 1922*

It I--., desiruol•

:- - or’.*

oci,son u.c-d iu cass

I skoule not bo

auxin. : th© comin : season in Soi\th SH?xlunds you

oacks U-/vinj oeeu &-..un ic nu..osrs in South Shoul • ;d and South Geor ,ia

•,’. j a 1 o s ar c s o s c r c e tii • < b th©



TELEGRAM.
The Secretary of State for the ColoniesFrom :

To : The Governor

Dispatched : 24th October, 19 22 Time. 3.20 pm
n 2225th 19 Time.

GOVERNOR

PORTSWLEY

AFFPROJFALLOyAGE t’AI'F EIP'TPACKS opvwyTONSRFRG ■pRAMbrpin-iT

ARTBFSF PRANMn.ASILVFPGOP FYPf'PmAFT.V fYpnrrvpROTATIONS

CA^CP AFFIAN'!’ C^TTAmIPTO UNEP^INGCANmprpPLIJVA^'F

RFARTW.CF (* P^ARDOPSF')RTJTOAPO (° RFTOATO)

ROUGHLIEP.

. Meaning-*-

Orkney this season.

Secretary of State for the Colonies.

1

Tonsberg anxious for assuranec take humpbacks will not be prohibited 
Not aware that prohibition has been extended

to Orkneys presume that in any case catch will be allowed under 
conditions given in your telegram of 10th October telegraph with 
least possible delay recoverable.

Received :
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iiQnia.1 Secretary.
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TELEGRAM.
His Excellency the GovernorFrom : mmmmrwminm,

Secretary of state for the ColoniesTo :

Dispatched : 25th October, Time. 4-° P-m-

Received : 19-- Time.

CHAPELRIES
LONDON

PRANDERUNT ORKNEYSHUMPBACKSUNSCORCHEDODICORUM

ROTATIONS.

MIDDLETON.

Meaning:
With reference to your telegram of 24th25th October.

October Humpbacks will not be prohibited Orkneys this
season.

Middleton.

I

19 22



TELEGRAM.
The Colonial Secretary
Magistrate, South Georgia.To :

25th October,Dispatched : 19 22 Time. 4.0 p.m.

Received : • ’ ’ 19 Time.

MAGISTRATE

SOUTH GEORGIA.

Taking of Humpbacks at South Orkneys25th October.

will not be prohibited this season.

SECRETARY.



FALKLAND ISLANDS i >
No. 5

Doming St root,

8th January, 1923.

Sir,

humpback whales at the South Shetlands.

I have the honour to be,
Sir,

Your most obedient,

humble servant,

DEVONSHIRE

The Officer Administering

the Government of

the Falkland Tslands

Date. Descript ion

1922

From the Norwegian Whalers Association, SandefJord

1923.
tln II II tl3rd January 

(Telegram)

30th December 
(Telegram)

I have the honour to transmit to you the papers 

noted below on the subject of the capture of

WTo

Reference to previous correspondence

p 0-6/ Secretary of State's Telegram of . the 
■' 16th October, 1922



d.Dated 30th December, 1922.

Catch reports from South Shetland very unsatisfactory

and hitherto only 50 per cent of the usual catch in

the first six weeks of season has been obtained. We

fear that the operations may show a heavy loss if the

catch continues as bad as hitherto and we beg to

apply for permission to capture humpbacks during

present season at South Shetland please wire.

TELEGRAM from the Norwegian ’’/halers Association, Sandefjord, 

to the Under Secretary of State for the Colonies.

(Received Colonial Office 1.28 p.ra. 30th December, 
1922.)



<!T

Sw -fets .kiewUr oi/ic;T
&>t« :.’h:-:\Ls'.-dy yjiven siiskr’EJtiisrj to t ..a 
te<?X)r<-:rv r its u<r a^aa- iwtbscks if

■.ry ta A . .■ f: A?Vni- ■': -?.i ■AJr:-;.

;,c?er' vo.ry Oi St te
Colsjniul Office.

Und<?r
T<lQ,r/v.i: xr^i^ t-c-•/ •■.;<;’■■ o- St-tv i'or b./

S'.'.drjf

fit J.I*':.- . 3rd dfi/iH-.r/,

Z5^ •



Reference to previous correspondence <

the M

8th January, 1923.
FALKLAND ISLANDS
No. ?.

Downing Street,

ath January, 1923.

Sir,

I have {the honour to transmit to you the papers

noted, below on the subject of the taking of humpback

whales at the South Shetlands.

I have the honour to be,

Sir,

Your Most obedient

humble servant,

DEVONSHIRE.

The Officer Administering

the Government of the

Falkland Islands

Description.Date.

1923.
2nd January,

To It10th tt It tt tl

V]<
4

Secretary of State's Despatch No. 5 of 
n<(

From Messrs Salvesen rand Company*



Sir,

f
CHR. SALVESEN & CO., 

29, BERNARD STREET,
LEITH,

2nd January 1923.

South Shetlands•
'.'e have the honour to support the application 

which we understand has been made by the Norwegian 
Y/haling Association for the suspension of the 
regulation prohibiting the killing of the humpback 
whale in the waters of the South Shetlands and 
Grahamland. In taking this action we are influenced, 
by two main considerations, first, the disasterous 
opening of the South Shetland present season asshown 

by reports received, and secondly the fact that large 
numbers of humpback whales were reported last season 
by the whalers operating in the Dependencies of the 

Falkland Islands.
The northern limit of the icefield was much 

further south than usual early in November this 

season - the "Ronald" reached Deception as early as 
November 8th reporting the fairway free of ice - and 

past experience has shown that such conditions have an 
adverse effect upon the catch. Unfortunately this 
has been confirmed by the wireless reports so far 

received from the various floating factories. Without 
going into detail we can say that if the present 

average weekly production continues, the factories 

will have to leave the grounds with their tanks only 

half full. It will be remembered, moreover that the 
firstmonth’s fishing at the South Shetlands is nearly . 

always 1



always

-■ i

THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE,
COLONIAL OFFICE,
LONDON, 3.W.I.

the most successful.
The regulation protecting the humpback was 

presumably made on account of the reported diminution 
in the numbers of this species. Last season however, 
more humpbacks were seen both on the South Georgia 
and South Shetland grounds than has been the case 
since the spring of 1913, so that the falling off 
witnessed in the preceding seasons must have been due 
to conditions of the ocean currents affecting the 
food supply and not to excessive hunting.

■Je trust that this application will receive 
your-i favour able consideration and that you will have 
the necessary instructions sent by wireless to the 
Magistrate accompanying the expeditions.

We have, etc.,
per pro Chr. Salvesen & Co., 

(Signed) N.G.Salvesen.



'A.

. 569/25.

,U'iS ’ i-‘

Downing Street,

Io January, 1923.

^3'SRS. CHR. SAbVSSdK A1.D SG^YADY.

Gentlemen,
I am directed by the DukG of Devonshire to 

acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 2nd January 
regarding the taking of humpback whales at the South 
Shetlands; and to transmit to you, for your information, 
g ai, repjy returned to the representations re­

ceived from the Association of Norwegian '.dialing 

Companies on the subject.
I am,

Gentlemen,
Your obedient servant,


