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It was decided that a letter be sent to Captain Hansen

desire to make as to why he should not be fined for

Ag. Clerk of the Executive Council15th June, 1922.

/

Extract from the Minutes of a Meeting of Executive Council 
held on the 15th of June, 1922.

3.

refusing to carry out the instructions of the Vdjaling Officer.
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Vermili asking him to forward any representations he may
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kz. Clerk 9f Executive Council. 29th January, 192.3.
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Extract from Minutes of Meeting of Executive
Cq^ jj_ hglrL.onJh^ £Qiik 1323^    ______

"Council decided that the explanation and apology 
riif^ht he accepted on this occasion hut that 
Captain Fansen should he severely warned against 
any further disregard of the orders of a ^alin# 
Off icer.
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moorings

f

£ 7 < <z .< ( ? 2. -

^he Hon: th© Colonial Secretary.
Slr’

I was requested by Capt Hockly,in the name o^ H.E.the 
Governor,a few minutes before my departure,to survey the 
moorings at Deception Island.

Attached will be found the best that I could under the 
circumstances,single handed,and without instruments,other 
than a tape and a pocket compass.The latter cannot be accurate 
in so magnetic a spot.I used a box for a table.

The whole distance was measured with a tape.
I beg tonsuggest that if the Hektor bring another 

factory to Deception,they should moor it between Donald 
and Solstreif,Hvalen moorings would' then become vacant. 
These together with Nakos ( not been used ^or many years) 
should be loaned .each-y^fiK. to any factory requiring to 
moor,and who has no permanent moorings there. To be loaned 
out in the order of request upon arrival in Dec ept ion, and. to 
be retained only during the stay of that factory, in that 
Harbour.

I also request that the Capt ,Hansen,Vermili of Thorl 
is fined under sec 19 of Whaling Regulations (19211, for 
his refusal to remove the "Thor 1" board from "Hvalen"s



Be Moorings Deception Island.

The approximate distances between the centre of each ships

moorangs to the centre of the next,in a Straight line,are
shown in col:l>

The distance between the extremes are shown in Col:2.
measured in a shraight line,from one t$ the other.

progressive steps from Ronald to Neko.

Ronald -Sol strelf
410480Solstreif- Orn
510470Orn-Falk

550oOOFalk-S,Foyn

340450S,Foyn- Hvalen

155150Hvalen-Neko

Neko-Rocks rather close

Ships,in practice do not anchor in exactly the same place 
every time.They do not all head the same way,and stand out in

In a straight 
line Feet
680

Mooring to 
mooring.Feet 

500
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Sir.

With reference to your verbal request to me yesterday
"You considered the moorings that youin which you stated,

now use to be unsafe under certain weather conditions, and
desired permission to put down a new one”.I have the honour te
inform you that: The moorings you are now using in
Deception Harbour aro the property of the Hvalen Co,and in

IE

and the board reading "Hvalen put back.
A fresh mooring you are permitted to lay down to secure

you against the violent N.E.gales,subject to Section 1b of
the Whaling Regulations 19"1,and slightly removed from the
present ones.

I have the honour to be

Whaling Officer.
To Captain Vermill Hansen.

ss,Thor V

the absence of tnat Company’s ship the ss Thor 1,has been 
permitted to use them since 1917. Tho board marking these

Sir,
Your obedient servant.

* ( >1222 -27 APR. 1922 )o| 
y J

moorings now read.s'*Thor l‘‘. This must be at once removed.,

+ ( 4 JAN 1322 )*
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Utilisation of unoccupied berths in De-

3Action of Caotain Hansen Vermill in the
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1* This Minute Paper contains information 
■allied subjects

in the in-
It

matter of cue 
by Thor Io

2. The

From Mr.Bennett’s para.7,however,it is clear that he con- 
sidorod the act as beirq; of much greater si nificanc.- and therefore 
ordered the re ...oval of the ooard.

on four separate bu

Plan of Deception Anchorage.
Position of a possible second factory 

fort the He’ tor-Hvalen Companies.
Ill(para 5)

cep hi on An.chorage •
IVCpara 5)

removal of Hvulen’s nan.*e board from the place occupied

Cap c• 7ermi 1 i did not sho■■ v • ’I r • .Be >- • 
nett Jiis permit of 2nd.January 1921 ;no mention of the name board is 
maue on it.

T..e point at iasue is not whether or not Thor I should 
t^G iuoorin, place or moorings wuich. were occupied -:y Hvalen,but 

whether

i.

draw in,.; of tue plan of Deception liar o our 
ovitauly difficult circa. .stance s was a creditable performance, 
appears to be reasonably accurate. It would be interesting to cam
pane it vzith the earlier plan which,I believe,exists at Government 
House.

3.

I.(para)2).

BI(oara 5)

The dialing Officer could give permission to masters 
use unoccupied berths (:,oorin ; places) when, ashed for sucli permissia* 
— ( 4A/-L.-/X. ’ f1—4. "i. Cc^C tv Ox “ p-ts^k 2

'4. It appears that Captain Han. en Vermili made a verbal re-
juo..;t to lr*Benuett for permission to lay down some new moorings,and 
that the request was granted in wr it inalthough advantage was not 
tu’.exx. oi the permission.

5. I attach a further statement by Hr. Jonnett on the subject 
vAe nume boar d•

Ca taixi Vermili is fully aware chat the moorings are the 
progoi'ty of Hvalen Co. During the 192G/21 season I gave him a 
wrlttua permit to use them after Captain 0hre had agreed that they 
might be used by Thor I,Capt.0hre .>eing the ropresentaaive of tae in 
terests of the Hektor-Hvalon Companies,and Capt.Vermili understood 
tnuu dvalen Co.migAit a gain require the moor Ings.

During that season I observed that the name board had o on 
chunked,but kaov/ing thu’u Capt.*01ire,Capt.Vermili and myself were all 
acquainted -with the facts as stated above,regarded the changing as 
trivial act on tk- oart of G‘a>?t.Vermili and therefore as of no im-



(J.E.Hamilton.)
Stipendiary Magistrate.
South Shetland.

whether Capt.Vermili should or should not be fined for disobedience 
to tne order that Hvalen’s name board should be restored.

Last season was the first in which a Whaling Officer was 
definitely appointed with powers to give orders(under Regulations 
of 17th.October 1921) disobedience to which entailed liability to a 
penalty,and this is the first reported case of such disobedience.

I would therefore suggest that a small fine be inflicted 
say £2, on Captain Vermili:it would have a salutary effect on all the 
waalers by demonstrating to them that the threat of penalty was not 
empty.



Stipendiary Magistrate,South Shetland.

life

I

qPi ■ n

I am ,
Sir,
Your obe d i ent se r vant

Sir,
With reference to your letterzof the 14th.December 192C 

re cue s*c mg mat the moorings^occupied by T.Yor I since 191 / and 
previous to tha*c oy Hvalen may be alloted to you, I beg to state 
that pending the final appro.al of his Excellency the Governor 
of the Fa Hand Islands I hereby allot the moorings mentioned 
auove to your ship.

Port Foster,
De cept ion Is1and.

S outh She 11 an d • 
2nd.ianuar ’ 1921.
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352/22

22.

I am directed by the Governor of the Falkland
Islands to inform you that LIr. A Whaling

reported to His Excellency on his return from
the Sorath Shetlands at the conclusion of the L921-22
whaling Season that you committed a breach of section

by refusing to
remove a board marked
Deception arbour belonging to the Hvalen Company.

2. Bennett
sent to you convoying his instructions * vzhich you
disobeyed- and i am to inquire if you have any reasons
to put forward as to why a fine should not bo imposed
upon you by the Governor in Council under the provisions

and
1921.

H. Henniker-neaton

Colonial Secretary
S*S.

Norway.

Captain Vermili Hansen,

I am,

j. attach a copy of the letter Mr.

Sandefjord,

G. Bonnett,

1908,

28th July,

Your obedient servant,

section 19 of the Whaling Regulations,
of section 3 of the ’Whale Fishery Ordinance,

"Thor I” from the moorings in

Officer,

1921,

Sir,

Sir,

"Thor I",

20 of the Whaling Regulations,



J

1922 •

I have the honour to seek tho favour of 'four'
vimr« on the :y?hjoot of the infliction of penalties
for breaohoo of the 'Thsllng Regulations

hootisn 3 of th© v/halo Fiahory ordinance2. D

v»j?ovido^ that the Governor in Council r^xy
make regulations for the control of the nhaling
industry and nay penalties not o::coodi:ig
ton pounds for a breach of such regulations#!
taction 7 of the sari© (U;»dimuaG gives the procedure
Gy Hhioh offences under the regulations ?j.©.y ho'

it therefore appoars that tho worddoalt witix#
and not

.

If the above interpretation is correct3

i‘ an of opinion that it ia adviealilc that t’10

'‘ovoresoi* in oounoil sfixotild bo Riven the actual
po??or of inflicting penalties. : -roaches of trio

i> • L

■ BK^

I

I
*

’‘ogulatious In the fiouth thetlanda float can onl.y 

bo ropurted by tho Govomwnt Rhallng off.tcor

bl- <?s* Ci?-

accompanying the fleet,

T:l- hOHbOji/i; -uS

cu CHimita,
W POK TG’l G/MAHbS <

v

3th Awmotj>

... ' . .'^--:

btipoMiavy/

"lay dom”

1S03,

115^nposo“

unless he happens to be a

"inflict’'.
"i-unoae” In section 3 nioans



*

n *

in which case he would have
die: position

if a part of
were to fin- one of too whaling aaptatoe.

If an toe other Iwid a breach of the regulations lo
left to ho dealt with by the court of surrifiry
jurisdiction to dtsnley it in probable that a denial
of too offence by a captain would bo supported by hie
crew and too object of the regulations would be
defeated•

Au instance occurred in to 1921-2C season4.
i

in which captain fomlll daneon deliberately dia~
obeyed a lawful o??do:? given by hr* fennott ■.Itelin.--;9

to r^novo the mm bcrard of hi 9 vessel

v^dch did not belong to bin.
hr. :. ennott reported too fitter in too usual course

!if this whaling. captain ix* turns.
?

7. ar.i further of the opinion that the

they had been given azi opportunity of defending
ealvos frori an accusation* yoraignoi‘3 have u groat
diall’ue of boing brought boforo a polioo court

ortoinal offenoo-

G./

5

•i

dialing captains v?ouia tooaselves prefer that offences 
1 4

should be dealt with by the Governor in Council after

i

i 
t

/-'.or

Stipendiary : -ngiatrato, 
to act both as judge and proaooutor.

on his rottirn hut the vessel ?sad left tho luirbour and 1
X doubt vhothor the easo is of so serious a nature an “

procedure of «hidh they do not undcsvstcind, for a non-

Office?? ?

would iii other respects be difficult. 
Ills duty

frora norrin::;s 3

to justify court proceedings so long after the event,

s the



G»
Ireaahoe

without tho dolay
tfhicSh would be occasioned by a roioronco to Stanley.

J. Middleton,

1
I

X have tho honour to bo,

l !
J

aan there be dealt with locally,

Sir,

hwnble servant,
Hour most obedient,

~ an not nt present preparod. to oncost 
that South Georgia Should be affected.



S.S."THOR.1« .
CARDIFF. SOUTH WALES.

3rd October 1922.
The Colonial Secretary,

Colonial Secretary’s Office,
Stanley - FALKLAND ISLANDS.

Ref; TO 352/22..

Sir,
I aza in receipt of your favour of 23th July covering

copy of a letter addressed by Mr A.G.Bennett to me.
The moorings utilized by s.s."Thor.1” since 1917 were

safe under certain weather conditions so Iin my opinion,not,
Permission was given to me to lay downapplied for new moorings.

frosh mooring and instructions were given to remove the boarda
Si on the old mooring. These instructions Ireading s.s."Thor.1

regret to say I failed to carry out, as time was rather pressing.
I had no intention of wilfully violating the Whaling Reflations
and trust you vzill accept my explanation and apology for any 
trouble which I might have caused you or the Hvale^Co,.

I am, Sir, 
Yours respectfully,

VpVw vAsfo

Master s.s."Thor.l"•

1 ?■?;?



352/22

23,

I an directed by the Governor to acknowledge
tho receipt of your letter of the 3rd of October
last on the subject of your failure to comply with
instructions given to you by the Whaling Officer in
the 1921/22 season*

His Excellency has been pleased in this2.
instance to accept your statement that you had no
intention of wilfully violating tho Whaling

and your apology* I have however to
impress upon you that any repetition of the offence
would entail severe consequences as this Government
attaches

of strict
observance of the Regulations and unhesitating

H. Henniker-Heaton,

Colonial Secretary•s.s.

NORWAY.

compliance with tho lawful orders of the Whaling
Officer•

Sir,

Sandof jord,

Regulations ,

great iinpnrtanoe to the necessity

I am,

Your obedient servant,

1st February,

interests of the Whaling industry,

Sir,

, in tho

Captain Hansen Vermili, 
"Shor I”,
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2.
Section

to penal tie
include ti?j

done
o.

Judiciary and Executive are ho
w

or breachen of the regulations.infl let ptmaltieu T",

I therefore consiuex* trait, the procedure u? to the
the

J .oilDDLETOfi,ESQ., C. M. G..

ikC.,

I

• •

Downing street,
December,1925.

prose cation of offenders laid aown
Whaling Ordinance should be mintainedjund X my point

out

.

Council.

GOVJf&iGH

&c., «C.,

1elands,where the

inf -acted,welch ic in fact
in section 19 of the existing hhaling Regulations.

I should not regard it as desirable.especially 
tne Silk land

IS J.

in Section 7 of

merely authorises the Governor in 'Council to lay down 
tiie penalties which ?a.iy ue

11 jtepo re "

intimate ly al 1 led, th., it 
the Governor in Council miauld be csroowered by law to

exffpowaring the Governor in
Jock not include the "infliction"

in the circumstances of

the hh.'ilo ?iBhcry ordinance 1108 is 
correct,unu that the provision in tint section

of penal tic si but

1 nAvc tii© hoa...-ur to acknowledge the reeeint 
of your ucs- ;.;tch Ko.u8 af th© 8th August,regarding the 
question of the infliction of penalties .for breaches 
of the hhaiiug iiWi.ilntions.

1 ■.is advloed that your interpretation ,of
3 o



roeecnire

sufficient it' an tn® arrival of the vessel at Port
or other veresor

■ ' -i

u. ubt celay Lis return to Europe.
I hi/e tho honour to be,

nuaiblc eervant.
■»•

Signed) DEVONSHIRE

.

Dir,
Your sort obedient

4.

Stanley you were to ruiason the captain,

out, ip reg trcin the .'. it ter j^rt of paragraph 3 of your 
d*:-natch,t.; it even if the Governor in Council,wore 
empowered by law to function •tn a judicial tribunal,it 
would uoceoBarily mv/e to ict.like any other tribunal, 
in -i judicial Ekinner in regard to the taking of 
evidence for the purpone of ontablinhixur, proof of an 
offence.

■
.... ■.

1iI■I
■

which will no

concerned,to Gov ex:-.ur-«r?t House,to draw ills attention to 
the infrcictiob of the Hegulationn which he ip believed 
to hive coacjitted,..uid to sara hirfi that if he doer not 
cxyaply with the Hegvlationp in t; s iai Lowing peanon yov 
will E.-.ve no .utcnsative but to direct prone cution.

I •gree.iwwover, that it ;.-ouid be d■;Piro.a*.e, 
if practi cab! d, to G-; vii?e tm alternative 
dealing with brvacb.en of tne hegulationr v.nich ars not 
res ;.ro(-c ap sufficiently serious to uecepsitate a ion/ 
nrorecvtlou. I i;;.'; inelinert to think t;-at it will oe



Procedure with regard to breaches of the Regulations.

The attention of Whaling Officers is drawn to section 7 of

2o Unless the matter is of such urgency as to require im-mediate •

explicit but brief report should be

in order that the matter may be dealt with in Stanley on the

arrival there of the person or persons involved.

3.

firmed by a written one transmitted at the earliest opportunity.

(J.E.Hamilton)

Government Naturalist.

9/3/23.

the Whaling Ordinance.

institution o^ proceedings an 

transmitted immediately to Headquarters,by radiogram if necessary.

If a radiographic report is sent it should invariably be con-
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