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Expedition at South Shetlands 
reported to be investigating 
possibilities of pelagic whaling.

Telegram from Whaling Officer, - 4.1.27.
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TELEGRAM.
From
To

COL^'IAL SECRETARY
PORTSTANLEY

BENNETT.

For your confidential information current South 
Shetlands semi-secret expedition fitted out South 
American port investigating whaling conditions ice 
broken up barrier on this side Ross Sea and also far 
south west South Shetlands object new Lancing informa­
tion very vague but we suspect intrigue in the Argentine. 
Ship is Oural Belgian Norwegian owned worn out partly 
financed by the directors Pythia Company may call at 
Deception Island to discharge coal await instructions 
olease.

Whaling Officer, South Shetlands.
Colonial Secretary,

Despatched: Received 11.30 p.m.12.20 p.m.: 4th January, 1927. 5th January, 1927.



TELEGRAM.

DECODE.

From: The Colonial Secretary.
To; Rhe Whaling Officer, South Shetlands.

Despatched: 6 th J anuary, 1927, Time: 3.30 p.m.
1927.Received: Time:

BENNETT
WHALING OFFICER

SOUTH SHETLANDS.

Your telegram of 4th January telegraph further report
on receipt of definite information or actual development.
In case of emergency instructions contained in my letter
of 22nd October relative to Lancing will apply generally.

COLONIAL SECRETARY.



C/2/27.DECO.

TELE G_R A M.

The Whaling Officer, South Shetlands.From:
The Colonial Secretary.To:

Despatched: 10th January, 1927. Time: 19.20.
11th January, 1927.Received: Time: 1430.

C. S.
PORTSTANLEY.

Referring to Oural Exoedition much regret information
erroneous Oural due about 6th February direct from
United Kingdom cargo of coal load cargo at South

Expedition arrived Saturday p.m., fromGeorgia.

apnears to be bona fide.

BENNETT.

H Uipponrs th.it the exp iditi n shin ioIt

but the Th • odd

■ Cowp .ny, the

’’pythir.” factory licensed to ©per te it' th S mth SI tl
Odd rrived the South Sh?tl ndo.Evidently the1 .ndn .

■.nd it won her intention toon S'turl y th Sth J nr.ry

. dirt neo of 600 ‘ :il. : . Th. j applications whichover

coasting effective range 600 miles.
cannot be worse more applications being made.

Hr. Bonnett rt ton
•? np

r)

"04(3 Jtt

South Georgia Odd I excepting name of steamer and 
suggested intrigue information is ouite correct

Clearing out on Wednesday
/whaling

/ $4. ’
/r )

re being r.-.de evidently refer to
lie at ions to operate elsewhere then it the So. Shots, 

vide ppfic-.tion fro- Norgo Ccv-rpniy in y. P .D/52/26.

Note on tbovo tclogr

o^orr of th--

co—once investig .tionr on Wednesday th: 12th co -.rting

hr.longs to th? Odd ’.711 11;
mis supposed the ’’Our .il”



decode.

TELEGRAM.

The Colonial Secretary.From
The Magistrate, South Georgia.To

14th January, 1927. 11 a.m.Despatched:
Received:

LLAGI3TRATS
SOUTHGEORGIA

Confidential Bennett reports that spare catcher Odd I
belonging to Bryde and Dahl has arrived South Shetlands
apparently investigating conditions of pelagic whaling.
Telegraph whether you have any information as to these move­
ments.

COLONIAL SECRETARY.

CONFIDENTIAL.



Decode.

TELEGRAM.

TheFrom:
To:

Time: 23.20.1927.Despatched: 17th January,
Time: 11.00.18th January, 1927.Received:

SECRETARY
PORTSTANLEY.

With reference to your telegram of 14th

mails I have no information as to object of cruise
This catcher belongs to theother than rumour.

however states that he wasid c.

I will

the subject for you.

MAGISTRATE.

same Company as the "PYTHIA" and it is nossible 
that she may be looking for Harbour farther south

knowing nothing of object of cruise.
however endeavour to elicit further information on

January Confidential Odd I was cleared from here 
for South Shetlands in ballast with 11 bags of

the Manager of "THOR I"
asked by Company to release Odd I for a month

Magistrate, South Georgia.
The Colonial Secretary.



C.S. No FALKLAND ISLANDS.

Memo.
CONFIDENTIAL.

Magistrate,^outh Georg-FromDepartmental Number.

S/G.No.,51/2’7

To Ho n. Co 1 .. Sec... S t anl ey.Date. A £ ^h. , I.? 2 .7 .•

the 14th ultimo,
conditions of pelagic whaling, I beg to inform you that on
the return of the Catcher to South Georgia nothing could be

as correct:-

S. and 90

44.

floating a pelagic factory.

Magistrate.

gained by questioning the Master (who is also the Captain of 
the S/S "Thoroy”),but enquiries made in other directions

Reference
Numbers.

X -1

From general rumour it appears that this Company do 
not hold out any hope of their lease of land being renewed in 
South Georgia and are looking ahead with intentions of

any possibility of anchoring a
Factory at Peter Island which lies in 69 
less^ and which is looked

With reference to your telegraphic communication of
on the subject of the S/S "Odd. 1. "investigatii

Wymore or 
upon as outside British jurisdiction. 

The Island was reached but no landing made nor harbour 
found but the bottom was sounded.

have resulted in the following information,which can be take^f

The "Odd.l." went to Southward of Shetlands and Grahams.
Land to find if there was



MINUTE.

7 th March, 19 27 •

F rom The Magistrate,To

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY, SOUTH GEORGIA* 

Stanley, Falkland Islands. 

With reference to your memo* No. 51/27 of the 16th
of February, on the subject of the recent cruise of the
whale catcher "ODD I
to request you to continue to prosecute enquiries regarding
the object of the investigations being made by Messrs.Bryde

to watch the situation closely, and to report any
further developments that may come to your knowledge in this
connection.

Acting Colonial Secretary.

& Dahl,

jfrnfidential.
No. 2/27.

(It is requested 
that, in any refer­
ence to this letter, 
the above Number 
and the date may 
be quoted).

" I am directed by the Acting Governor



FALKLAND ISLANDS.

Memo.

q.Georgia.Departmental Number.

§.&,No.114/27

j lion.Col. Sec. , Stanley.12 th .April,.1927Date

•Ji th reference to your memorandum of the 7 th ult. ,
regarding the investigations being made by Llessrs Bryde &

the subject,prior to his departure,but he had no further
information to report.

prosecute enquiries and advise you accordingly.

Ag. Magi s t r at e.

Reference
Numbers.

Confidential
C.S. No...2/2?,

From. AS •. iJ-S'S A? A ££t e x

Dahl, I have to inform you that 1 spoke with Mr.Binnie on

As requested in your memo. I will continue to


