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1931.
MR, G, BRECHIN, DIALING OFFICER.

Failure to pay into Treasury certain 
monies collected at South Shetlands during 
the whaling season 1930-1931.
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Minute from Hon. Treasurer, 9th June, 1931.
Minute from H.E. the Acting Governor, 9th June, 1931.
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Inside Minute Paper.

Extract from Minutes of Meeting of Executive 
Council held on the 13th of June, 1931*

After careful consideration the Council 
agreed that the Honourable the Treasurer should 
obtain confidentially from Mr. Riches a report on 
the matter of the alleged contravention of the 
whaling regulations and that the case should be 
fully investigated with the ultimate possibility 
in mind of instituting criminal proceedings 
against Mr. Brechin.

A report submitted by the Honourable the 
Treasurer regarding the failure of Mr. G. Brechin 
Whaling Officer, South Shetlands, to pay to the 
Treasury certain monies collected during the 
whaling season 1930-1931, was considered.

It was stated in the report that it was 
understood from Mr. S.H. Riches, also Whaling 
Officer, that Mr. Brechin had permitted whaling 
ships to contravene the whaling regulations.

Clerk of -the Executive Council.
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Brechin.

Clerk of the Executive Council.

K'/fc'V*.

Inside Minute Paper.
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it was unanimously agreed that the more ■oolitic course would be to allow him to make good the sum of £1. 11. 6 and that an entry should be made in the official records to the effect that he should not be considered for further employment in the service of the Government.

Extract from minutes of meeting of Executive Council held 'on~~the 22nd of June. 19317
With reference to paragraph 9 of the minutes of the meeting of Executive Council held on the 13th of -June, 1931, the Council further considered the advisability of taking criminal proceedings against Mr.
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MINUTE.

19l-th June 31

ToColonial.Treasurer Trom
Stanley.

Stanley, Falkland Islands.

an

No.______ _
(I t is requested 

that, in any refer­
ence to this minute 
the above Number 
and the date may 
be quoted).

2. mr.Bn ’ ’
u^jeared at the Treasury he v;as asked whether he-had

echin returned here on the l^th Arrll and when he 
. cleared

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY,

Hon.Cqi.-ec,

i beg to report for the information of f.-^.the Ag.Governor 
that on recent excmination of Customs ..a.ers dealt with by Hr.G 
Brechin,Aftiallngyfficer S.Shetlands,it was found that an Import 
^nury covering m2 duty had. not "been _.aid to the Treasury.
I sent for -rechin to explain the matter and hastated he had 
forgotten to . ey the amount in and at the same tiiWa ffither 
nil—II—6 on. account of Tonnage Mies -c,which he also said he 
naa forgotten. --r.Brechin was sut, lied with an official receipt 
oooh out out of the total of £13—11—6 received by him only one 
official receipt for si—1—0 appears to have been issued 
presumably receipts on sli..s of t.a,er were issued for the other 
amounts.



o ask --r.Brechin to come to the and until I have seen him x in order or not.
4. 1 had previously expressed the opinion that this person was totally unsuited for employment in the responsible .osition of ■''haling Officer,and 1 have to again express that opinion. A 7//l. (W

Treasurer.1

3. 1 have again had t 
Treasury to explain other items 
cannot say whether they are

everything and he replied that he had. Had the Entry menticUed 
above not been found it seems very doubtful v/hether the amount 
of £I3-Ii--6 would have been paid.
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I saw no

inclu- 
, returned 

season).

nns Officer.

// f J/

on the floating factory , in my room,’"Who is Mr. Brecken. □.
is he a Government Offi

During last Christmas I was stationed 
"Ronald”, and in course of conversation, in my room, with the 
"Wireless Operator,he asked me:- ’"Who is Mr. Brecken I had never 
heard of him until last season, is he a Government Officer*. I 
replied. ’He is a temporary officer during the whaling season*. 
He then went on, *1 don’t think much of him as a whaling officer, 
and I can’t understand the Government employing him*? I asked him 
whyj he then continued ’ Do you know that last season all the 
factories, when they got back to the Shetlands from pelagic, were 
using their spare whaleboats, which I don’t think they had licences 
for’, I replied that I did not know, it was no concern of mine.

(I understand that all South Shetlands licenced factories, 
t • nr z-m — • a ’

• - ’ - -• , I asked Mr. Brecken if she was the spare boat
and he replied ’Yes’, but I gave 
to one c 
evidence

ding Messrs. Salvesen’s ’Saragossa’ and * Salvestria*, 
to the Dependency from the ice at the end of the s

(The master , 0. Aronsen, of the ’Maudie* last season, was 
the master of the ’Melville* during the 1929-30 season, he 
and Mr. Brecken would be together throughout the 1929-30 season at Deception Island. This was his first season as 
master, and on neither vessel was he manager, neither is 
he a representative type of master on a whaling factory).

’Maudie” in 
1200 miles in the British Tanker ’ Telena* ;upon stepping across to the factory I 

was met by the master in, what I considered, a hostile manner; he 
enquired ’where are you going, Stanley’, I replied ’No* I have 
come to stay with you for a short time? He replied, ’ H’m, I have 
no room for you* I said, I shall have to find room I can’t go on in 
the ’Telena*, she is going to the Cape Verde Islands from here*. 
He later had a spare room got ready for me.

Two hours later, when seated at the tea table with the Mate and 
Chief Engineer, he again started off denouncing everyone except 
Mr. Brecken, particularly, the Governor and Mr. Bennett, in the 
case of the latter, he laid great stress on a comparison of the 
kaxxsr services as a Government Officer with those of Mr. Brecken, 
and it appeared quite clear to me that the latter was the only 
officer wanted on the ’Maudie’, of course, the information I had 
received on the ’Ronald’ was still fresh in my mind,whilst this 
’boosting’ of Mr. Brecken was talcing place

At the latter part of January last, I reached the 
the vicinity of the Sandwich Islands, after steaming

Hon. Treasurer & Collector,
Replying to your minute of yesterday’s date, particulars asked for herewith.

Wien I reached Admiralty Bay on the ’Maudie’, at the latter 
part of February last, the master informed me that he would like 
to use his spare boat for the manager and himself to go to the 
Schollert Channel, to see if there was any whales down there, and, 
as they were calling at Deception to pick Mr, Nilsen up, I decide.' 
to go with them. We left Admiralty Bay in the morning of the 27th., 
and arrived alongside the ’Melville’ at Deception in the evening. 
As Mr. Brecken wanted to go to the Schcllert Channel,I stayed back 
at Deception, and during the three days I was there I never saw a 
whaleboat laid-up. Mr?. Brecken returned at about 11.30 pm. on the 
third day, and when I left the ’Melville* at 12.0 pm. ^1 saw the 
’Weddell’ which had recently come in,with a gun loaded with a har­
poon in her bows. I asked Mr. Brecken if she was the spare boat

’ replied ‘Y^o’, but I gave them permission to use her,owing 
of the other boats having a damaged propellor.

of this whilst I was at Deception.

Asst. Custom:



C/10/31*

27th June, 31

Ils* 6d. incurred
at South Shetlands
and certified by

and to request that you will be so good as
to collect this araount from the Norge Whaling Company.

I am to explain that the collection of this2.
amount has been overlooked through inadvertence up to

the present.
I am,

Gentlemen,

Colonial Secretary.

i- 4

Your obedient servant,
' ■-

' ■

I am directed to forward the attached
/ bJ statement of charges amounting to £3.

during the 1930-1931 whaling season.

Gentlemen,

the master,

zl i by the xvhaling transport "Skaraas”,

The Crown Agents for the Colonies, 4, Millbank, Westminster, 
LONDON, S.W.l*



ifth September, 1931.

Sir,
With reference to your letter No.C/10/31 of the

27th June, requesting us to collect the sum of £3.11
from the Norge Waling Co. in respect of charges incurred
by the vzhaling transport

you that the statment forwarded with your letter, shows the

received from the Company, and credited in our account with
the Government of Falkland Islands for the month of August,

2. We would however, point out that there is a
discrepancy in the addition of the statement and that the
correct amount due to you would appear to be £3.2.0.

We accordingly return herewith the statement for3.
your inspection and await your further instructions in the
matter.

I have the honour to be,
Sir,

Your obedient servant,

The Colonial Secretary,
Falkland Islands.

k GAG

“\ K

for Crown Agents.

4 MILLBANK, 
WESTMINSTER, 

LONDON, S.W.L

1931.

ALL COMMUNICATIONS 

TO BE ADDRESSED TO THE

CROWN AGENTS FOR THE COLONIES.

THE FOLLOWING REFERENCE AND THE

DATE OF THIS LETTER BEING QUOTED.

I $7 P/Misc.Falks. 1.
TELEGRAMS: "CROWN LONDON.” 

TELEPHONE: 7730 VICTORIA.

/SLAND^y

Zp-ce1Ts

.6.

-

"Skaraas” at South Shetlands during
the 1930/1931 whaling season , I have the honour to inform

■$PL O NI j&S

amount due as £3.1.6., and that this amount only has been
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0/10/31.

31.

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of

No. 13? P/Miso.l of the 4th of September,

and to express regret for the error which occurred

regarding the amount to be collected from the Norge whaling

and for the discrepancy in the addition of the

I am to say that the correct amount should have2.

the fee for entering and clearing being

I am,

Your obedient servant,

Colonial Secretary.

6d. as shewn in the Statement.£1. Is.

your letter,

Gentlemen,

1931,

6de,j

Statement attached thereto.

Gentlemens

No.

Company,

The Crow Agents for the Colonies, 
4, Millbank, ’Westminster, 

LONDON, S.W.l.

been £3. Is.

1931,in my letter,

28th October,

C/10/31 of the 27th of June,

Is. Cd. and not £1.


