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K---- Telegram from Naval Attache,Rio 29.12.39 

Montevideo 27.12.39
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iyy itH

iyt> d odon

do7S“) d oit ii

doii doit

S.O(l)M.V. 28.12.39.
3.0. (I) Free to wn. 28.12.39

to 3.0.(I) Freetown.
from 3.0.(I) Freetown 29.12.39

1*1vGo
tiu

ti

IC( It

L G u M

Montevideo. 28.12.39
29.12.39
30.12.39

itii

Ityif d o.
2.6 S’ nii do.

3.0(1) Montevideo 31.12.39ii

*-4> do . 
do.

30.12.39 

2.1.40 
do. 
d o.

it d o. 
d o. 
do.
do. 
do . 
do.
d o. 
do.

Ad rnira lty 

3.0(l) M ntevideo 2.1.40
r\

Rear Admiral 3.A.D.
0.0.(l) Montevideo.

id ti

xii H•I

H

u)i i»•I

ii

v;j d oitit

d o.m iiit

I.1.40II

z>G tl tl
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I.1.40
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iiit

SEE NEW JACKET.
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r fltfe-e* -riNR fkflb-

3KSTE3T0 T0SKQUI8T.
G.T. 6647. Sailed Grytvikan 2l/4 for Europe. 

Sailed TLaardingen 5/6/38 and arrived 
Sandef jowl 5/6/38.

£saaga.j£i3St.
Jan Wellem.

G.T. 11776. Sailed ’^Hamburg 9/10/37 
revious to 6/12/37. 
eraained in Antarctic until returned to 

Hamburg on 21/4/38.

for Antarctic, arrived
t

Unitas.
G.T. 21000. Whaling grounds 30/12/37.

Remained in Antarctic until returned Hamburg 
on 22/4/38. *

WaltS/'gau.
G.T. 15768. bailed for Antarctic, On Whaling grounds 

15/1/38.
Sernained in Antarctic until returned to Hanftung 
on 22/4/38.

Cudmeer.
Q.T. 8133. See under 8YBIS---- Noerwroglon Flag*

JjataAaas£j^aa«L

Kisahin Maru. 
O-.T. 16764. Sailed Yokohama April 25th 38 for Esterc Bay. 

galled Eetero Bay 22/5/38 for Yokohama 13/6. 
°ail3d Yokohama 23/7 for Los Angolas.

Rlasftln Maru 2. 
&.T. 16760. 3/On Antifectic whaling grounds 3C/l3/jn& 

Remained in Antarctic until returned to 
Rotterdam*
Sailed Rotterdam 2l/5/58 for Los Angoles* 
Sailed Los Angeles 30/6/58 for Yokohama and 
arrived 24/7/58#

*

Ton an Maru. 
fi.T. 9839. On whaling grounds 20/12/37.

Remained in Antarctic until returned to Eob# 
on 17/4/58#



Japanese Flag*

Tonan Maru. 
G.T* 18000 Remained in Antarctic until returned to 

Rotterdam and Predrikstad in May 1938, 
Sailed Predrilcstad 
Sailed Los Angeles

29/5/38 for Aruba. 
2/7/38 for Yolcoharaa.

■Horwegian Flag.

C.-wLarsen. 
C-.T. 13246. In Antarctic whaling grounds 20/12/37, and 

and remained there until returned to Sande- 
f jord on 1/5/38 and Hamburg on 3/5/38.
Laid up.

Sifcled Tonsberg 4/4/38 for Liverpool ^as Tank) 
Sailed Liverpool 16/4 for Montreal.(Arrived 
Quebec 11/5 fas Tank). .
Sailed Montreal 17/5 for Reykjavik (as Tame). 
Sailed Predriksatd £|« Oslo (as Tank).

/
Sailed Rio Janeiro 29/12/35T for Antarctic 
'fueling grounds.
Arrived 12/1/38.
Remained in Antarctic until arrival at Sande- 
fjord 12/6/38 then laid up.

Hangar.
G.T. 2243

Kg£jU£S.
17801.

Rosmos 8.
G.T. 16966. On whaling grounds 31/1/38.

Remained in Antarctic until arrival ar Sande- 
fjord and at 3rake 5/5.
At Sandef jord 29/5~Laid up.

in the Arctic until arrival at Liver-44^9 Remained 
pool on 27/10/37*
Sailed Liverpool 4/ll fox’1 Sandefjord. 
Arrived 10/11/3*7 and laid up#

On whaling grounds 27/13/37. wmms-Antarctic until arrival at Bruns-G.T. 7866 Remained in
gSlS SwtVvS tor
“'ailed Larvik 3/6 for Sandef jord.Arrived 4/6L for repairs.

ll.T.Klelsen Alonso. 
G.T. 9348.

repairs).



Page 3.

Manawregian. Fla,1; (COntl

Ole Wegger.
G.T. 12201. On Antarctic Whaling grounds 20/12/37. 

Remained in Antarctic until arrival ao 
San&efjord in May 1938.
Sailed Sandefjord 9/5 for Hamburg.
Sailed Sandef jord 5/7. Gothenburg.Arnved
5 A/38.

Orwell. Sailed ^amburg 5/5/38 fotf Port Arthur# 
Sailed Port Arthur 30/5 for Hamburg. 
Sailed Hamburg 25/S for Tonsberg. Arrived
29/6.

G-.T. 7968. 
(form Nov 7920).

Pelagos. On Artctic whaiing grounds 36/12/37#

Remained in Antarctic until arrival Tonsberg
20/4/38. , . . .
Sailed Hamburg 4/7 for =Sonsberg.Arrived
6 A/38.

G.T. 12083.

Pioneer# Arrived Oslo previous 13/1/36# Laid up#G.T#1767#

Sir James ClarlrRoss# 
G.T# 14362. On whaling grounds 2/2/38.

Remained in Antarctic until arrival at 
San&efjord 20/4/38# 
ailed Sandef jord 4/5 for Danzig 9/5# 

At Sandefjord 16/6—-L&fcd up # •

Ronald# On whaling grounds ll/l/58#
Remained in Antarctic until arrival at 
Manchester March ,1938#
Sailed Manchester 29/3 for Tonsberg. 
Arrived 4/4#
Sailed Predrilcsatd 19/4 for Tonsberg# 
Arrived 30/4.
At Tonsberg 2/6/38—Laid bp#

G.T. 6322#

• (Sfcytteren#
G.T.12358# On whaling grounds 20/12/6 

Remained on whaling groin® 
at Tonsberg -/4/38# and^®

On v/haling grounds 20/mlm 
On whaling grounds 3D ®U| 
Remained in Antarcti. ^® 
San&fjord 27/4 H

Solglimt-#
G.T 12246.

Sailed Aruba §4/3/38 fo: 
Sailed South eorgia 24, 
Sailed Aruba 17/6 for T 
8/6/3B#

Strombus#
G#T. 6549#



r Page 4.

Su&aroy.
-G-.T. 6268. 

^T562_Corm. Horn 37.

Sydis(after Hem 37 
Surimeor)

G-.T.8263.
{a£tenJ30ovjJ37._ai33*}^

On whaling grounds 3/1/38.
Remained in Antarctic until arrival at 
Haugcsund 24/$. and laid up.

Cta whaling grounds 18/12/37.
On whaling grounds until arrival at HamhunE; 23/4/38

Tftrrr 1
G*T‘. 4536* Sailed Sandefjord 9/9/37 for Hamburg *Arri.ved 

previous 18/9* Sold to "be broken up*

On v/hallng grounds 20/12/38*
Remained on whaling grounds until arrival 
Sandefjord 7/5/38.
s A;led DaIlde;f‘30I‘d 5/7 for Amsterdam.Arriv^

>
Panamanian: Flag

•^astfold*.
G*T* 14547* On whaling grounds 18/l/38*

Returned to Sandef jord 16/4 * Sold toJk iVih TUo ' \
<14526* Remained in ifortarctic until return to 

lord on 19/5/38* Sold to Germany i

U* S. A. Flag*

,i

" 6400 Laid up until sailed for Tahiti 
Sailed Table Bay 2/6/38 for An]

/ r

Sailed for New York .arrive^ 
23/6/38 for Sandefi*

t.0780.



I )ecode.
TELEGRAM.

Staff Officer, Naval Intelligence Centre, 
PreetOATO,- Sierra, leone.*:...........From,.....

j() His Excellency theGovernor.

IE.53.19 38.30th December, Time :Despatched :V
X

19 38. Time: 12.30.Received : 31st December,

Request you will report movements of foreign whale factory 

ships in future similar to foreign war vessels but in cypher 

also any information obtainable concerning their -future move-

Can you obtain any information from 

Request names by telegraph of any such vessels 

which have visited Falkland Islands during past 3 months and

ments and fishing areas.

South Georgia.

dates.



Decode.
TELEGRAM.

From... Co Joniai. Secretary,

To ....Magistaate, South .Georgia,

Time :19 39.Despatched: 4th January, • • •

Time :... 19Received : # • #• • • • # •• • • •

No. 1 . Secret. Request yo\i will report "by telegraph any 

information obtainable concerning movements of foreign whale 

factories operating in ice or in vicinity of South Georgia also 

hames of any such vessels which visited South Georgia during

past 3 months and dates. Please also report any information 

concerning future movements of foreign factories and fishing1 areas.

COLONIAL SECRETARY.

i



Decode.
TELEGRAM.

From Magistrate, South Georgia, 
Colonial Secretary.To

19 39 0 Tim©100.Despatched: 7£h January,

19 39. Time 1100.Received . 7th January,

ForeignYour telegram No. 1 Secret.No. 5* Secret.
factories and catchers which cleared from South Georgia as

follows
Factory Sudmeer and 5 catchers named Sud and numbered 

1 to 5 on November 23rd catcheriRau 7 Missouri. All the

above are German vessels.

Catcher£ Globe 6 and factory N.T. Nielsen Alonso and 

7 catchers named Pol and numbered 2, 4, 6/10 all of Norway

It is almost impossible to obtainon November 26th.

actual position of any of ice factories as this is never 

The following foreign factories are known to begiven.

to the South of South Georgia N.T. Nielsen Alonso, Lancing

and Kosmos 2 all of Norway and Walter Rau, Jan Wellem and

All these vessels are probably

From now on they will
Will

Sudmeer all of Germany.

j
in the vicinity of South Orkneys.
probably gradually move towards South Shetlands.

I may piclc up.
MAGISTRATE.

telegraph immediately any information



Decode.
TELEGRAM.

The Colonial Secretary.
Staff Officer, Naval Intelligence Centre, 
Freetown. Sierra Leone.

From

To

10.45.19 39.11th January, Time :Despatched :

Time :19Received : • • •

Your telegram 30th December following information 

received from Magistrate South Georgia begins Foreign 

factories and catchers which cleared from South Georgia

Factory Sudmeer and 5 catchers namedare as follows :

Sud and numbered 1 to 5 on November 23rd and catchers

All the above are German vessels.Rau 7 Missouri.

Catcher Globe VI and factory N.T. Nielsen Alonso and 

7 catching vessels named Pol and numbered a, 4, 6 to 10

It is almost impossibleall of Norway on November 26th. 

to obtain actual position of any of ice factories as this

The following foreign ships are knownis never given, 

to be south of South Georgia N.T. Nielsen Alonso, Lancing

and Kosmoss II all of Norway and Walter Rau Jan V/ellem

All vessels are probably

From now on they will 

towards South Shetlands ends.

and Sudmeer all of Germany.

j
in the vicinity of South Orkneys.

probably gradually
No such vessels have visited -Ealicland Islands

v

Will telegraph any further

move

during past 3 months. 
information received.

COLJNIaL SECRETARY.



Decode.
TELEGRAM.

/VowiS.taff...O££i.oer'.,....Ha.v.al....I]atelligeJic.e Centre, Freetown,
Sierra Leone,

Colonial SecretaryTo

Time :19 39. 1250.Despatched : 13th January,

19 39* Time: 1700.Received : 13th January.

Your telegram of January 11th grateful for information. 

Request repetition of signal letter groups preceding

LDDI.

i



Decode.
TELEGRAM.

from...The . C olqnial Secret ary.

Staff Officer, Naval Intelligence Centre, 
Freetown, Sierra leone.To

Time : lo« 0 a.m#1938.14th January,Despatched :

Time :. 19Received : • • •

Your telegram January 13th following is repetition of 

Signal Letter Groups requested LCUO LCSG.

f\ c

Colonial Secretary.

i



w

% Decode.
TELEGRAM.

From .Magistrate,. South ^e.orgia,

To Colonial Secretary.

Despatched,-. 17th ^ehruary,
hi

Received: 17th ebruary,

Time: 330. 

Time: 1100.

1939. 

19 39-

No, 12, Secret. Your telegram No. 1 Secret. German/(eAs 'j'
Expedition Ship named Schwahenland expected to arrive about

Nature of Expedition not yet known willFebruary 20th.

telegraph any information obtainable concerning object and

Additional to my telegram No. 3 Germanproposed movements, 

floating factory named Vikinger operating around South Orkneys

expect movement to be towards South Shetlands.

MAGISTRATE.



No. MINUTE.
(It is requested 

that, in any refer­
ence to this minute, 
the above Number 
and the date may 
be quoted).

19 ^

ToS'r'From

Stanley, Falkland Islands.

Us Q/ fas
?

* /].

tytsiS. S' (/

OoCsty /h^i

'Serf uv L-/Q n/D- '
<sv^K?

7 A/>vU

Sh^~+
C&s ^yusdsf v/ Si&yL*~Us-~i^6s>-Sr •SS^s

/

fi~*z*zSSC 6*o.J+

7 S*faa-j-£ ^CsL^Sy ly-^s-x- 

fa 42X^<X^V7
A <*vo

7 <w^ /4- ' 'S’ S'-^cAXtc? ,

£/*/ /Tfa //' ^

V '
f-S. S-O/^Y\/

A*C
^ ^ r■ '?/lfa_ i



Decode.
TELEGRAM.

The Colonial .Secretary.?.From

Staff Officer, Naval.. Intelligence Centre, 
Freetown, Sierra Leone.To

19 39. Time: 21.00.Despatched : 18th February,

Time :19Received : 0 0 0

Magistrate South Georgia reports expected arrival about 

February 20th of vessel described as German expedition ship
Further informationNature of voyage unknown, 

will be telegraphed in due course.

German floating factory named "Vikinger" operating round 

South Orkneys probably moving towards South Shetlands soon.

11 Schwabenland1.1

COLONI ML SECRETARY.

i



1

Decode.
TELEGRAM.

His TSxQ&llmoy tto governorFrom

The Secretary of State for the Colonies,To

19 39. Time: 20*00.18th February,Despatched :

Time :19Received: ♦ © o

Magistrate South Georgia reports expected, arrival 

the 20th February of vessel described, as German expedition

Nature of the voyage unknown.

No. 13.

on

ship "Schwabenland." .
Further intonation will be sent in due course, 

floating factory is operating round South Orkneys and probably

A German

moving towards South Shetlands soon.

GOVERNOR.

I



%

Decode.
TELEGRAM.

The Magistrate, South Georgia.From....

The Colonial Secretary.To

19 39. Time: 14.15.Despatched : 20th February,

19 39. Time: 10.50.Received: 21st February,

My telegram No. 12 "Schwabenland" owingNo. 14. Secret.

to bad weather will not be able to call here this season.

She proposesShe belongs to German Antarctic Expedition.

No information available regardingto call next season.

her future movements.

magistrate.
\



Decode.
TELEGRAM.

From. The 6denial Secretary,

To Staff Officer, Naval Intelligence Centre, Sierra Leone.

Time :19 39.Despatched : 27th February, • • •

Time :19Received : . • • • . •• • •• . •• • . • • •

My telegram 18th February vessel belongs German Antarctic 

Expedition not now calling at South Georgia no information 

available regarding future movements.
COLONIAL SECRETARY.



Decode.
TELEGRAM.

The Magistrate, South Georgia.From

The Colonial Secretary.To

124519 3917th March, Time :Despatched :

124519 3917th March, Time :Received :

German Factory SUDMEER arrived here 

and is due to leave for Germany on or about March, 20th.
No. 21. SECRET.

MAGISTRATE.



1

Decode.
TELEGRAM.

The Colonial SecretaryFrom

Staff Officer, Naval Intelligence Centre, 
Freetown, Sierra Leone.To

125018th March, 19 39 Time :Despatched :

19... Time :Received: • • •• • •

German Factory Sudmeer arrived South Georgia March 17th and 

is due to leave for Germany on or about March 20th

COLONIAL SECRETARY.



Decode.
> TELEGRAM.

From Staff Officer, Freetown, Sierra Leone,

The Colonial Secretary,To

13.1219 3910th May, Time :Despatched :

19 39 11.0011th May, Time :Received :

To all Reporting Officers from Staff Officer (intelligence) 
Freetown, Sierra Leone.

Following is a repetition of message received from 
Admiralty begins

"On receipt of warning telegram movements of all foreign 
men of war are to he reported by recyphered telegrams, 
may however be desirable to bring this arrangement into force 
prior to issue of warning telegram, in which case your 
intelligence centre will telegraph you the one word 
CHERRYSTONE, 
course".

It

Reporting Instructions will be amended in due 
Message ends.



►

%
Decode.

TELEGRAM.

from Staff Officer (intelligence.) ..Freetown, Sierra Leone.

p0 Colonial Secretary.

19 39. Time : 12.00.13th May,Despatched :

14th May, Time :19 39. 11.00.Received :

To all Reporting Officers from Staff Officer (Intelligence) 
Freetown, Sierra Leone.

Following is a repetition of message received from Admiralty 
"begins

On receipt from your Intelligence Centre at any time of a telegram 
in the form "MOTHER" followed "by one or more nationalities, and 
one or more types of vessels, e.g. , all merchant vessels, tankers, 
whalers, merchant vessels of a certain size or specified line, et 
cetera, you are forthwith to start reporting movements of vessels 
indicated by recypftered or recorded telegrams to Admiralty London 
and to your intelligence centre.
contained in Chapter IV of 1938 Edition of your Reporting Instruct­
ions so far as applicable .

Details required are those



1

Decode.
TELEGRAM.

The Staff OxTicer.CIntelligence) Freetown, Sierra
Leone.

From

The Colonial Secretary.To

Time : 19• 20.19 39.2.3rd August,Despatched :

7. 55.19 39.23rd August, Time :Received:

CHERRYSTONE 1900/23.



Decode.
TELEGRAM.

Staff Officer* (Intelligence) Freetown, Sierra Leone.
From

To The .Colonial.-Secretary..

19 39. Time: 23.00.Despatched: 23rd August,

19 39. Time : 11*00.Received : 23rd August,

From Staff Officer (Intelligence) Freetown, Sierra Leone.

MOTHER Germany Italy Japan over 5>000 tons and Tankers 

Cable Ships and Sea-dromes.
& \ 23-0o/ziy!

i



Decode.
TELEGRAM.

From Colonial Secretary,

.Magistrate , South . Georgia.To

19 39- Time :25th August,Despatched: • # •

Time :19 • • •Received : . . •• • •• • •• • •• • •

Report immediately as they come to your 

knowledge movements of1 vessels over 3000 tons G-erman, Italian*
No* 35* Secret.

Japanese nationality whether Merchant Vessels, tankers or
Acknowledge receiptwhalers, Cable Ships and Sea-dromes, 

of this instruction. 1

COLONIAL SECRETARY.



Decode.
TELEGRAM.

Staff Officer (Intelligence) Freetown,Sierra Leone.From

Colonial SecretaryTo

19 39 • Time . 000126th August,Despatched :

1830.19 3925th August, Time :Received .

VESCA 0001/26.
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GOVERNMENT TELEGRAPH SERVICE.
FALKLAND ISLANDS AND DEPENDENCIES.

RECEIVED.
DateHanded in atWordsOffice of OriginNumber

To
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Decode.
TELEGRAM.

Staff Officer (Intelligence) Freetown,Sierra Leone.From

Colonial secretary.To

1.5519 39 Time :27th August,Despatched:

19 3927th August, Time :Received : • •

Instruct wireless stations to broadcast AdmiraltyIMMEDIATE.

Message A as detailed in Schedule to Notice to Mariners number 3

2200/26.Area 10.



f

Decode.
TELEGRAM.

Staff Officer(Intelligence) Freetown, Sierra Leone.From.

The Colonial Secretary.To

27th August, 19 39. Time :Despatched: 1.56

19 39 . Time :Received : 27th August, •.

FUNNEL 2145/26.



Decode.
TELEGRAM.

Staff Officer (Intelligence) Freetown, Sierra LeoneFrom. .

Colonial Secretary.To

2.55Time :19 39.Despatched : 27th August,

Time :19 39Received: 27th August . •

0018/27.FORECASTLE 1 2 3 4a 5a 6 7 and 9.



Decode.
TELEGtR-A-IM!.

taaraa

Staff Officer (Intelligence) Freetown,Sierra Leone.From

Colonial Secretary,To

Time : ^19 39 •27th August,Despatched :

19 59. Time :27th August,Received .

Instruct wireless stations in procedure laidimmediate.
down in Admiralty Notice to Mariners No. 3 and draw* attention 
to their being required to keep continuous listening watch 

500 kcs if size of staff allows. Following are Admiralty 
to be broadcast on 27th 28th 29th August inclusive

on
messages
by GBMS Organisations in your Area - Begins " Admiralty 
Message D British Merchant ships now in Baltic Sea are to 
make ever/ endeavour to reach the North Sea through the 
Sound using Swedish Territorial waters"ends. Begins "Admiralty 
Message C All British Merchant vessels are to continue on 
their voyages except those bound for the Baltic special 
instructions for each vessel will be issued. Vessels in port 
should consult British Naval representative or Consular 
Officer before sailing. Ships at sea should avoid focal 

and prominent landfalls and should make a large 
divergence from the track normally followed. Ships at sea 
in or subsequently entering Areas numbers 1 2 3 4a 5a

9 in .admiralty Notice to Mariners No. 3 should 
at night dim navigation lights and extinguish any other 
lights which show outboard, they should endeavour to arrive 
our por's at daybreak. Ships at sea in or subsequently 
entering Areas Nos 2 3 4a 5a 6 or 9 should call
for route instructions at the first or the routeing ports 
listed at the end of this message which lies conveniently 
near their route. Ships passing through the Panama Canal 
bound for the Atlantic should obtain routeing instructions 
from the Naval Representative at Panama. List of routeing 
ports Gibraltar, Port Said, Suez, Aden, Abadan, Bombay, 
Karachi, Colombo, Calcutta, Rangoon, Penang, Singapore, 
Kilindini, Durban, Capetown, Freetown Sierra Leone, Rio de 
Janeiro, Montevideo, Port Stanley, Falkland Islands, ends

areas

6 7 or

'



I )kcode.
TELEGRAM.

Staff Officer (Intelligence) Freetown,Sierra Leone.From

Colonial Secretary,To

Despatched: 29th August, 19Z 9 Time : 2335

19 39 Time :Received . 29th August, 1045.

If signals to me have also been sent to .admiralty or other

Naval Authority please state so in-s. This does not apply

to Vesca which must be sent to both.



Decode.
TELEGRAM.

Colonial Secretary*From

To. Admiralty» London.

Time :30th August, 19 39 1235Despatched:

Time :19Received : • • •• • ■ • * •

New Zealand Star arrived and left for MontevideoVESCA

29th August Route ACI probable date of arrival 1st September.



Decode.
TELEGRAM.

Colonial Secretary*From

TV) Staff Officer (I) Freetown Sierra Leone.

30th August, Time :19 39 1235Despatched :

19 Time :Received : • • • • • •« • •

New Zealand Star arrived and left for MontevideoVESCA

29th August Route ACI probable date of arrival 1st Septerabc



GOVERNMENT TELEGRAPH SERVICE.
FALKLAND ISLANDS AND DEPENDENCIES.

RECEIVED.
Handed in at DateWordsOffice of OriginNumber

29/Q As 916.2042549 Sierra Leone

To

Secretary, Falkland Islands, Stanley.

FROM SOI FREETOWN BROADCAST TO GBMS 6 BEGINS ADMIRALTY MESSAGE C ALL

BRITISH.MERCHANT VESSELS ARE TO CONTINUE ON THEIR VOYAGES EXCEPT

THOSE BOUND FOR THE BALTIC SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS FOR SUCH VESSELS WILL

BEI3STTED VESSELS IN PORT SHOULD CONSULT BRITISH NAVAL REPRESENTATIVE

OR CONSULAR OFFICER BEFORE SAILING SHIPS AT SKA SHOULD AVOID FOCAL

AREAS AND PROMINENT LAND FALLS ANT) SHOULD MAKE A LARGE DIVERGENCE

FROM THE TRACK USUALLY FOLLOWED SHIPS AT SEA IN OR SUBSEQUENTLY

ENTERING AREAS NOS 1 2 3 4a 5a 6 7 OR 9 IN ADMIRALTY NOTICE TO

MARINERS NO 3 SHOULD AT NIGHT DIM NAVIGATION LIGHTS AND EXTINGUISH

ANY OTHER LIGHTS WHICH SHOW OUTBOARD THEY SHOULD ENDEAVOUR TO ARRIVE

r OFF PORTS AT DAYBREAK SHIPS AT SEA ill OR SUBSEQUENTLY ENTERING AREAS

NOS 2 3 4a 5a 6 OR 9 SHOULD CALL FOR ROUTE INSTRUCTIONS AT HIE 

FIRST OR THE ROUTING PORTS LISTED AT THE END OF THIS MESSAGE WHICH

LIES CONVENIENTLY NEAR THEIR ROUTE SHIPS PASSING THROUGH THE PANAMA

CANALS OUND FOR THE ATLANTIC SHOULD OBTAIN ROUTING INSTRUCTIONS FROM 

THE NAVAL REPRESENTATIVE AT PANAMA LIST OF ROUTING PORTS GIBRALTAR JTime PORTSAID SUEZ ADEN ABADAN BOMBAY KARACHI COLOMBO CALCUTTA RANGOON



• GOVERNMENT TELEGRAPH SERVICE.
FALKLAND ISLANDS AND DEPENDENCIES.

RECEIVED.
Office of Origin WordsNumber Handed in at Date

49 Sierra Leone

To

2

PENANG SINGAPORE KILINDINI DURBAN CAPETO'./N FREETOWN SIERRA LEONE RIO DS 

JANEIRO MONTEVIDEO PORT STANLEY FALKLAND ISLANDS ENDS ADMIRALTY MESSAGE 

D BRITISH MERCHANT SHIPS NON IN BALTIC SEA ARE TO MAKE EVERY ENDEAVOUR 

TO REACH THE NORTH SEA THROUGH THE SOUND USING SWEDISH TERRITORIAL WATERS 

ENDS ADMIRALTY MESSAGE F THE MEDITERRANEAN IS TEMPORARILY CLOSED TO EHITISE 

MERCHANT SHIPPING SHIPS ALREADY IN THE MEDITERRANEAN ARE TO CONTINUE THEIR 

VOYAGE SHIPS BOUND INTO THE MEDITERRANEAN FROM THE ATLANTIC CaLL AT 

GIBRALTAR AND AWAIT ORDERS SHIPS IN THE RED SEA PROCEED TO ADEN SHIPS 

BOUND FOR RED SEA FROM INDIAN OCEAN PROCEED TO ADEN AND AWAIT ORDERS NO 

SHIPS ARE TO VISIT ITALIAN PORTS AND SHIPS ALREADY IN ITALIAN PORTS ARE 

TO LEAVE SHIPS LEAVING THE BLACK SEA ARE TO REMAIN IN THE SEA OF MARMORA 

ENDS ADMIRALTY MESSAGE G. THE INSTRUCTIONS CONTAinED IN ADMIRALTY MESSAGE 

E ARE CANCELLED AND THE FOLLOWING INSTRUCTIONS ARE TO BE SUBSTITUTED 

B'-ITISH MERCHANT SHIPS BOUND FOR GERMAN DANISH OR DUTCH PORTS NORTH OF

LATITUDE 52 DEGREES NORTH ARE - (1) IF IN THE NORTH SEA TO RETURN TO A 

UK PORT (2) IF BEYOND THE NORTHSEA TO CALL AT A UK PORT BRITISH SHIPS 

ThDeGERMAN DANISH OR DUTCH PORTS NORTH AREToiNORTH OF LATITUDE 52 DEGREES



r

Decode.
TELEGRAM.%

Colonial Secretary, Stanley.
From

To Admiralty. London.

2nd September, 19 39 1520.Time :Despatched:

Time :19Received : • • • • • . • • •

VESCA San Adolfo arrived and left for Punta Arenas 

1st September Course from 50 degrees 30 minutes South 

57 degrees 38 minutes West to 50 degrees 30 minutes 

South 63 degrees West then direct to Cape Virgins 

probable date of arrival 3rd September.



Decode.
TELEGRAM.

Colonial secretary,From

' .admiralty London.
Staff Officer (I) Freetown Sierra Leone..To

19 39 Time : 1535Despatched : 4 th September,

Time :19Received : • • •• • •...

Port Fairey arrived and left for Montevideo

probable date of arrival
Vesca.

C.I4th September Route XX •

6th September.

/



Q Decode.
TELEGRAM.

From. Sierra..Leone..

To Colonial gecretary.

4th Sep^emDep>

4th September,

Prom SO (i) Freetown following are Admiralty messages h i 

and j and- Admiralty Notice to Mariners begins Admiralty 

message h the Mediterranean is closed to British Shipping 

through Mediterranean shipping is to be diverted either 

Cape of C-ood Hope or Panama Canal west bound ships affected 

by ohis diversion are to proceed for instructions

19 39.Despatched: Time : 1842.
Received: 19 39. Time : 1130.

via

and bunkers
as follows ships in area 3a of Admiralty Notice to Mariners 

No. 3 bound for Egypt or within one days sail of prearranged 

bunkering port are to proceed to Egypt or the bunkering port 

in question ships in area 3 b west of Colombo and more than
two days from Aden are to call at Mombasa west of Colombo and
less than two days from Aden are to call at Aden ships in the 

Bay of Bengal are to call at Colombo ships from Australia

and New Zealand if not capable of making Durban are to proceed_

to Freemantle or Colombo ships in area 4a east of Singapore 

are to call at Singapore ships in area 5 east of Preemantle are 

to call at Preemantle east bound ships west of Gibraltar

affected by this diversion are to proceed for instructions and 

bunkers as follows ships within one days sail of Gibraltar are 

to proceed to Gibrltar ships more than one days sail from 

Gibraltar are to proceed to Sierra Leone instructions for 

vessels already in the Mediterranean follow message ends 

new message Admiralty message 1 begins British Merchant

vessels are not to proceed inside the Shaggerach or Hattegat 

and vessels already inside this area are to return to U.K. 
forthwith message ends.

2 War has broken out with Germany 

to German ports Admiralty London 1117/3.

Begins Admiralty Notice to Mariners

Begin new Message negins Admiralty

you are not to gomessage

establishment of
British Naval contraband control service (3) (1) 

have issued the following
the Admiralty

announcement for all British Merchant
vessels/



2

vessels (2) all ships are liable to examination by the British 

contraband control service (3) British ships coming under any 

of the following categories will not normally be detained on 

interception longer than is necessary to establish their 

identity (a) ships on Government charter (b) ships bound direct 

for British or Allies ports and which will discharge all their 

and passengers in such ports (c) ships whose last port of 

call was British or allied and which have a special war clearance 

therefrom (4) other British ships may on interception on certain 

routes be required to put into a contraband control "base for 

more detailed examination and they are therefore advised to call 

at contraband controll bases as follows ships proceeding east­

ward through the English Channel with the intention of passing 

the downs if not calling at any other channel port should call 

at Weymouth for contraband control examination ships bound for 

European ports on routes to the north of Scotland should call at 

Hirkwall ships bound eastward through the Straits of Gibraltar 

should call at Gibraltar 1905/3.

cargo



Decode.
TELEGRAM.

Staff Officer (Intelligence) Freetown Sierra 
From .Leone * ..............-.........-...........................

Colonial Secretary, Stan1e y.To

1432.1939 • 
7^39.

4th September, Time :Despatched:

5th September Time :Received:

From Staff Officer (Intelligence) Freetown Sierra Leone.

Forecastle in all areas.I.

If the Easter of a Polish ship asks for instructions 

he is to be given the same information as would be given

? ? applies to British merchant ships
? ?
III. Repprt stocks of coal, FurnaAce oil 

stating whether British owned.

Report names of all German merchant ships now in

II.

to a British Easter.

, and Diesel oil

IV.

harbours.

In respect of III and IV above should be signalled in plain

language.

Hereafter weekly reports in respect of III 

Pass to Naval Control Service Officers where applicable.

?

O



% Decode.
TELEGRAM.

Admiralty London.From 5Staff Officer (Intelligence) Freetown.
To

19 39. Time: 1525.Despatched: 8th September,

Time :19Received : O . »• • •• . •

Veeca* Hopecrest arrived and left for Capetown 7th September Course to 
45 degrees 45 minutes S,50 degrees Westthence to 43 degrees 35 minutes 
South 33 degrees West thence by Great Circle to Cape Sown speed 11#5 
knots.

Lafonia left for Montevideo 7th September Route ACE probable 
date of arrival 11th September.



r
From Staff Officer (Intelligence) Freetown Sierra Leone.

• Colonial Secretary, Stanley, (Reporting Officer)

Handed in at 1510. 10th September, 1939.

Received 1800 10th September, 1939.

To all reporting officers, from Staff Officer,(Intelligence 5 
Freetown, Sierra Leone.

Request you will make a point of having all messages sent by 
decided and checked before sent for transmission, this is 

especially applicable to Indicator groups.
Vesca telegrams should always commence vith the word VESCA 
uncoded and be sent to Admiralty and Staff Officer (Intelligence) 
Freetown Sierra Leone.
Administrative Code.
Telegrams referring to movements of German, Italian and Japanese 
should also be sent to both Naval authorities as required 
in my telegram.
Fuel returns should be sent weekly on Saturday or Sunday.
Ends.

To

you

See special tables pages 104 to 113



r

$0 > y ^'f 3/ ^)

From. Staff Officer (Intelligence) Freetown Sierra Leone.

British Consul, Port Stanley.To.

12th September, 1939, 0307.Despatched.

12th September, 1939, 0515.Received.

From Staff Officer (Intelligence) Freetown. Ships should 

be warned that port of Freetown is closed by night and 

examination service is established. It is advisable to

arrive outer ends of searched channels at daybreak.

0500/12.



r

Prom. Montevideo. 12th September, 1939, Time 2155. 

To. lovernor, Falkland Islands.%

V33GA. Admiralty repeated Staff Off icer(Intelligence) 
Freetown, Sierra Leone and Governor, Falkland Islands.

Arrival September 12th LAFONIA 1945/12



Decode.
TELEGRAM.

From. Colonial. Secretary,...Stanley.,
Admiralty, London.
and Staff Officer (I) Sierra Leone.

I
(To

Time :19 39.Despatched : 16th September, 1135.
Time :19Received: . .. . • • • • .

VESCA British Frozen Meat ship Sussex arrived and left 

for Montevideo September 15th Route aC3 probable date of 

arrival September 18th. 1135/16.



2150 16th September,1939.38. From Sierra Leone

To Secretary, Stanley.

From S.O.(l) Freetown Sierra Leone. S.P. 02215 (2), repeat 
3.P. 02215 (2) is to be brought into force 0001 G.M.T.
Wednesday 20th September.
S.P. 02215 is to be destroyed by fire 20th September, certificates 
of destruction being frwarded through usual channels. Please 
inform Naval Control Service Officers at port where applicable 
and acknowledge on September 20th by the single word tSimple’ 

repeat ’Simple1.



%

From. Staff Officer (Intelligence) Freetown, Sierra J-»eone • 

Colonial Secretary, Stanley.To.

Despatched. 19th September,1939. Time. 2202.

20th September,1939. Time. 0200.Received.

From Staff Officer (Intelligence) Freetown, Sierra Leone. Reference 

Mother telegram reports of Japanese ships are no longer

required.

to



GOVERNMENT TELEGRAPH SERVICE.
FALKLAND ISLANDS AND DEPENDENCIES.

RECEIVED.
WordsOffice of Origin Handed in atNumber Date

137. Freetown 37 1740 20th Sept/39.

To
SECRETARY

STANLEY.

Admiralty, Commodore Commanding S,A. Division A & W I 

Squadron, H.M.S. Ajax, H.M.S. Cumberland, H.M.S. Hotspur,

H.M.S. Havock, Naval Attache Buenos Aires, Reporting Officer 

Falkland from Staff Officer (Intelligence) Freetown Sierra 

Following from Naval Control Service Officer Punta 

Unknown tankervreported passed West to East September 

17th. It is rumoured unknown warship JAP passing to Eastward.

Leone.

Arenas.

(CypheSa&fc *S» decoded WDAJ)

( Copy forwarded to His Excellency the Governor for information 

on instructions of Reporting Officer, the Hon.M.C.Craigie-Halketi

Time



GOVERNMENT TELEGRAPH SERVICE.
FALKLAND ISLANDS AND DEPENDENCIES.

RECEIVED.
Office of Origin Words Handed in atNumber Date

tnrr AAj. uu TTZTJU ^o.y.oy.
To

FALKLAND ISLANDSSECRETANY

°LEaSE CO’‘•■lUHIC.VTE THE F) LOPING WHICH IS RESORTING OFFICERS*

CODE TO GOVERNOR FALKLAND ISLaJIDS.

TQ STAFF OFFICER (INTELLIGENCE) FREETOWN SIERRA LEONE

FROM NAVAL CONTROL SERVICE OFFICER EAGALIANKS.

I AM INFORMED BY .RELIABLE SOURCE THAT LOCAL STEAMER. AUSTRAL

IS LEaVING FOR ISLa -TaCIENCIa IN OMIRALTY SOUND STRAITS OF UN

OF FLOUR :' aGELLaN SEPTEMBER >33' D. SHE IS LOADING 600 BAG

200 BAGS OF SUGaR aLSO CYLINDER AND OTHER OIL.

IS THERE IS . ONLY a SHALL POPULATION THERE I SUSPECT POSSIBLE

base for provisioning it e:y shi^s .
MANAGERS OF THE LINE ARE GERMANS.

!
)1

Time

j



GOVERNMENT TELEGRAPH SERVICE.
FALKLAND ISLANDS AND DEPENDENCIES.

RECEIVED.RECEIVED

Words Handed in atOffice of Origin DateNumber

40/39. 2nd Oct.1939.1950ETAT.RIO16.

To GOVERNOR
FALKLAND ISLANDS.

COME. VESCA.

TO ADMIRALTY REPEATED TO S.O.I. FREETOWN SIERRE LEONE 

aA'ID COMMODORE FROM NAVAL CONTROL SERVICE OFFICER RIO

BRITISH SHIP "BROWNING" ARRIVED HERE 30th SEPTEMBER. 

BRITISH SHIP "HIGHLAND PRINCESS" ARRIVED AND SAILED SMALL

HOURS YESTERDAY SUNDAY.

BRITISH SHIP "NARIVA" ARRIVED HERE TODAY MONDAY.

ITALIAN SHIP "AUGUSTUS" ARRIVED HERE AND SAILED 29th SEPTEMBER.

W/T Station req uested to repeat to Commodore at routine periods.

Time



GOVERNMENT TELEGRAPH SERVICE.
FALKLAND ISLANDS AND DEPENDENCIES.

RECEIVED

Office of OriginNumber Words Handed in at Date

33 36/o5Sierra Leone 2245 o.10.39.

To SECRETARY
PORT STANLEY

FALKIjAND ISLANDS

S .O.(T) . FPElTO N SIERRA LEONE COM MAN DER - IN - C11 IE F SOUTH ATLANTIC 

C0vM0D0PE CO'P.'aNDING S .a .DIVISION K .M .3 .CUMBERLAND H.M.S.aJaX 

BRITISH N.iVAL nTTvCHE BUENOS aYRES GOVERNOR FALKLAND ISLANDS FOR

FR OM S . 0 . (I) . MONTE VXD '0 .GOT’rODORE

DIR 17.
GERMAN SHIP "BORKUM" ARRIVED HERE TODAY MONDAY AND IS 

■ E?OPTED TO BE BUNKERING PULL CAPACITY.
1920/2

Time



GOVERNMENT TELEGRAPH SERVICE. H
FALKLAND ISLANDS AND DEPENDENCIES.

RECEIVED RECEIVED

WordsOffice of Origin Handed in at DateNumber

37 SIERRA LEONE efcat 30 1630 4.10.39.

To
SECRETARY

PORT STANLEY
Falkland islands

FROM STAFF OFFICER INTELLIGENCE FREETOWN SIERRA 

FOR CONSULAR SHIPPING ADVISERS AND REPORTING 

SHOULD AMERICAN OR NORWEGIAN MASTERS ASK FOR 

ARE TO BE GIVEN SAME ADVICE AS THAT GIVEN 

MASTERS.

LEONE

OFFICER.

IT THEY

TO BRITISH

0725/4.

Time



TELEGRAM.

5th Oct.1959.ETAT. Wd.s .22/21. Time 1925.No.59. from Freetown.

PORT STANLEY.TO SECRETARY

ADMIRALTY AND COMMODORE S.A.D., D.O.I. MONTEVIDEO, REPORTING 

OFFICER AT FALKLAND IS LAN IS FROM STAFF OFFICER (I) FREETOWN

SIERRA LEONE.

PTJNTA ARENAS ARRIVAL OCTOBER 3rd CHILEAN DESTROYER ALDEA.

VESSEL EXPECTED TO REMAIN.



1

Decode.
TELEGRAM.%

From Reporting Officer, Stanley.
Admiralty, London.
Staff Officer (I) Freetown, Sierra Leone.To

Despatched : 19 39 Time :8th October 1225

Received: 19 Time :

VESCA Prom Reporting Officer Falkland Islands repeated to 
Admiralty and Staff Officer (I) Freetown Sierra Leone.
Departure October 7th British ship GRQY Lafonia for Montevideo 
Route ACl speed 11 knots expected to arrive Thursday 12th 
Oct ober.



Decode.
I TELEGRAM.

Repeating Officer Port Stanley F.I.From

To Staff Officer (I) Freetown -3c BOTH

Despatched: 7th October 19 39 Time: 2240

19 Time :Received :
(BOTH)

To Staff Officer (Intelligence Freetown repeated to Commodore S.A.D

and H .M .31. Ajax.
From Reporting Officer PortStanley Falkland Islands.

British ship GRQY- Lafonia sailed today Saturday October 7th

at 1700 via route A.C.l at a speed of 11 knots.

Coded 2c sent WHRS .



Decode.
TELEGRAM.

From Reporting Officer Port Stanley F.I.

To Querifa Freetown & Both

19 Time :Despatched : 8th October 39 1430
19 Time :Received :

To Staff Officer (I) Freetown repeated to Commodore S.A.D. 
and H.M.S.Ajax.
From Reporting Officer Port Stanley Falkland Islands. 

Cancel my telegram of 2230/7.
It is replaced and corrected by my telegram 1225/8

'
\

Coded & sent WHRS.



Uo. 89#From Sierra Leone ofcat• vTordfrSo/B/ Time Lf.4o/8 io oecrewry o&anj.oy«

?o all Reporting Of lieera nnd Naval Control Service Officers. / 
Erom Staff officer (intelligence) n-eotown. '

♦ Your Intelligence Reports should contain a specific reference, 
origin,and source, and you should express an opinion regarding 
the authenticity nnd tho reliability of them.

Dec Vi'HRS .



1
r C&.

%

52/51 1955/16/10/59From S.O.I Freetown164.

To Secretaryf Falkland Islands.

N.C.S.O. and Shipping Adviser 

Pfrom S.0 .1 .Freetown

Information has been received hut not yet confirmed 6000 

tons German cruiser Karlsruho ha? been converted to seaplane 

If so lifcr silhouette is probably altered, 

reported to carry a catapult and 12 seapIanes#3roconn issance 

and 9 dive-bombing aircraft,the flight deck being aft.

To

carrier. She is

Dec J.E.H.



Decode.
TELEGRAM.189

FromS .0 . (I) . Freetown

PeooT1tinp- Officor.Falkland Islands.To

Time: S14B 

Time :

19.10 . 19 39. FreetownDespatched :

Cyoher Office 20.10. 1909Received :

Naval Control Service Officers Consular Shinninn: advisers and 
Fouteinj? Officers from S .0 . (I) . Freetown .

Foilowincr race} ved by cabio.

S .0.(T) .Freetown S .0 . (T1 .Capetown Director of Naval Intelligence 
011 aw a f r orn A dmiral ty .

Fxneoted dates of arrival of iwnortant fast shins should be included

in all VESCa telegrams.
kids .

1415/19

_ i



\\
\

Vkcode.
TELEGRAM.

210

From. S..,..Q..4 .(.I.) ..Fc.e.e.to.w.n

Reporting Officer Falkland IslandsTo

Sierra Leone 21.10 . 19 39 Time :

Time : 0115

Despatched:
Cypher Office 22.10. 59Received:

To Naval Control Service Officers Consular Shipping advisers and Routeing 
Officers from S .0.(I).Freetown.

Masters of British merchant ships are to be confidentially informed that 

in the event of being challenged at night when proceeding independently 

they should turn av/ay, increase to full speed and flash ship’s name en clair.

1230/21



Decode.
4 TELEGRAM.

. JlQpprMn.£...0f f leer... 
( Admiralty London
( Querifa P'reetown

...

From

To

Despatched: Cypher Office 22 Oct. 19 39 1200.Time :

Time :19Received :
VSSCA.
From Reporting Officer Falkland Islands repeated to Admiralty

and StaRf Officer (I) Freetown.

BRITISH FROZEN HE AT SHIP " PORT HOBART" ARRIVED AND LEFT POR

MONTEVIDEO 0950 SUNDAY 22nd OCTOBER ROUTE A.C.2, SPEED 12.5 KNOTS

EXPECTED TO ARRIVE THURSDAY 26th OCTOBER.



Decode.
I TELEGRAM.

228

From S .0 . (I) ; Er-eetown...............................

'j'0 Reporting Officer Falkland Islands.

23.10. igDespatched :SleTrR Leone
Cypher Office 24.10.

39 2250Time :
39 Time:0125Received: 19

All Consular Shipping Advisers and Routeing Officers S.0.(I).Monte Vide o 
fr orn S . 0 . (I) . Fr e e t own .

Following for masters of all British merchant vessels at first opportunity. 

(1) If you are attacked it is essential in reporting the fact to give 

your position,course and speeds# so that help may be sent as soon as 

oossible.Subsequent alterations of course and speed should also be

s i/mailed.

(2) A case recently occurred when a convoy scattered because one ship 

signalled she was torpedoed when an escorting Destroyer dropped a depth

charge. When a depth charge is dropped one or more shocks will be felt

but there is no danger. The explosion gives the impression that the ship

has struck a submerged object.

(3) On all occasions of a route being given to a master of a British

merchant vessel they should, remind him that if photographs,however

indistinct,of hostile or suspicious vessels are obtained they are of great

value to the Admiralty and should be handed over to the Naval authorities

at the shiprs first port of call together with a short account of the

circumstances under which they were taken.

1200/23



1

Decode.\
TELEGRAM.

227

From H.C—S...0ffleer...Rio do Janeiro

mQ ills Excellency the Governor

Time :19Despatched :Rio de Janeiro 23.10, 39 1850
Time :19Received: Cypher Office 24,10. 39 0115

VESCa

To Admiralty repeated to S .0. (I) .Ftroetown and Commodore from ilaval Control 
Service Officer Pio do Janeiro.

British ship "SELVISTAN" sailed for Monte Video yesterday Sunday,routed 

Latitude 024deg. Q35deg. South Longitude 043deg.V/est

Longitude 053deg.Vv’estLatitude 035deg. South

speed 10 knots, duo at Monte Video a,M, Friday,

French ship 11FAUZ0N” sailed for Dakar yesterday Sunday,routed by French 
Ilaval Attache Lat • 018 S. Long. 035 V/. ; Lat. 012 30* H. 019 30 • W. 
speed 12 knots.
British shin "GCQB/ BALFE" arrived here.

1414/23
v/t Station requested to repeat to II .!• ,S .Exeter for Commodore.



Decode.
TELEGRAM.

No.800i
Off ic or ,....Eaga.llanes..From... il.« G

Secretary, Falkland IslandsTo

1740.P .Arenas. 25 th Oct. jg 39. Time :Despatched :

Received: Cypher Office 26th " 0945.19 59 Time :

From N.C.S. Officer Magallanes.

British ship GRQY-- "LaFONIA" due to arrive Falkland Islands

27th October.
1600/25.



Decode.
TELEGRAM.264 .

From.\i^Q.M^yvQt-£i^&r-:g}-'±o do Janeiro. 

Hla Excellency the Governor •To

io do Janeiro 2(3.10« 19 39 Time : 1716Despatched :
Cypher office 27.10. 19 39 Time : 0115Received :

v.irc.i
Admiralty repeated S.0.(1) .Freetown and Commodore from Laval Control 

Service Officer Rio do Janeiro.
British shin ,fLL2M]hOLa,? sailed for St. Vincent (Capo Vordo) and the 

United Kingdom 25th October, routed latitude 024 rleg.a. Longitude 048 deg.W
Equator Longitude 022 deg.W.Latitude ol7 dor.3. Longitude 031 deg. 301 W.

Latitude 015 deg.H. Longitude 025 ciog.u.
Sooed 15 'mots, due to arrive at St. Vincent 2000 3rd, November. 
"ALU/dlLOrn" embarked 41 members of the crow of the British ship "CLISM®?" 

and 54 Lascars ox-Oormn ship ^VsOLFSBUro" all of v/hon v/oro sent to
lo do Janeiro from ^emanbuco.

British shin MVILa STAR” sailed today Thursday for Santos and Mo do la 

British ship 11 ST . •: HIEiT1 arrived hero.’’lata.

1630/26

7T Station requested to reooat to Hf .S .Exeter for Commodore.



4^ Decode.
TELEGRAM.

From....Rep. art ing...Officer...
Admiralty London. 
Querifa Fr o e t own
Both’....

To

27th October, 19 o9. Time: 1140.Despatched:

Time : '19Received:

Admiralty repeated to Staff Officer (I) FreetownVESGA.

from Reporting Officer Falkland Islands.

"LAFONIA"Arrival 27th October British ship



1

Decode. telegram.
279.

S .0 . (I) ov;n -...........
......

Reporting Of floor , Falkland Islands.
To

18203927.10.Sierra Leone Time :19Despatched :
01053928.100yplier 0 ffi c e Time :# 19Received :

for Naval Control Service Officers and RouteingProm S . 0 . (I) . Ernetown 
Officers.

if asked for may now be given to the 

vessels provided it is made clear to them that 

liability in respect of such vessels.
1209/27

Advice and routeing instructions 

Easters of all Neutral

the Admiralty accents no



r
DECODE.r TELEGRAM.

275.

From...S.-.CU-(I-) . Freetown-.-

Her)o''t ing 0f f i cor . Fa 1 kland Islands .To

27.10 • 29.Sierra Leone 59 Time : ^00Despatched:

Cypher Office 27.10. 19 o9 Time : l^l*?Received:

To all Reporting Officers from S .0 . (I) . Freetown .

Fo 1107/ inn are repetitions of 1 dnir * 1 t^QMessages ,F. and T . 

.•\dmlra 1 ty M' .*M mes sane be p*ins .

Reports of the sighting of floating nines are not to be made bp 17/T,

but information regard inn: them should be able to be given to the

I-val authorities on arriving at harbour. Instructions on this subject

-ire hereby suspended.
12o5/o October

Admiralty message B begins.

essa^es vivinr positions of U boats, will be made wheneverBroadcast

these are known with sufficient accuracy. Messages will be broadcast

immediately the information becomes available at next operating period.

itvs after•i i ■, i 1 1 vn: m . _ '1O IS i t i 0 : :Inch >: 1 i 1 )U vx

the last broadcast it must be assumed TJ boat has moved!. The positions

from charts ail _i> further- attention ought•hi ’J- 5 1y 1 ~ t .*> ■) 0) 1

to bo paid to the message.
0421/19 October.

A S liralty 1■ 10 3 cm.

It. is beleived that one on two shins of the Soman ,w mom-od ship 

11DSU'TSCHLAHDu class carrying aircraft are at largo. 31rict radio sHence

r or Aircraft are seen,whenIs ©as • lti - >:cc jp4: h ■ n onowiy . I > x

• 1 IP Z - l J «an immediate account is of the ntn • .. O - W ober



Decode.
TELEGRAM. Words 36/35

From . .Staff ,.Q.££ X.QM1...(Iia.f.alli^o.n.c.a.)...Ft? oe town .

From S .L .No. 292

Hon: Colonial Secretary. Stonily.
To

Time :19Despatched: 28th October 39 1735
Time :19Received: 28th October 39 0110

Fr or; Staff Officer (Intelligence) Freetown.To Reporting Officers

"U" .A drn i r a 11 y vie s s a g e

On sirht of aircraft act in accordance with D.M.S. Part 2 chapter 6

paragraph 167 (d). Previous directions issued by the A&rciralt^s 2325

of October 2nd are cancelled.
Dec V.'HRS 

JEH
PI



Decode.
TELEGRAM.

Ho. 294

From. Staff -Off ioa-i’ (Intelligence Pn :etown . 

Secretary StanleyTo

2152/28/59/p

01'60/29/o929

Time :Despatched:

Time :Received, :

Consular Shmpping Advisers and Routing Officers
from S .0 .1. Freetown follow ing received from Admiralty Begins.

It is of the greatest importance that British merchant vessels 
should not report sighting on the high s -?as of aircraft belong­
ing to British warships. 
fied as an enemy but may not commit a hostile act she shall be 
reported by W/T i mediately, 
signal to a merchant vessel to cease using her W/T this signal 
should not be obeyed until after an enemy report has been made.

N.C.3.0fficers are to inform masters accordingly

If a aircraft is definitely identi-

If an enemy aircraft makes a sig-

Dec.VHRS



Decode.
TELEGRAM.

From E-soo-p-tin-fi- Of-’P-i-o-eT’-j-F-i-l-k-l-an-fl-i-s-l-ands .

Admiralty London 
■ lierlfa ®eetdwri

Time :19Despatched: October 29th. 39 1930
19 Time :Received:

-.^SC­
AD71* v],?y *• -p^r1 •: ' s.o.(i) .mmmwm mm 

FiLKL 3 ID ISLANDS.
SNORTING OFFICER

. OCTOBER 29th. 1730 F"0h Da’ Tjv FINLAND ISLANDS

" L )NIAW FOR GFYTVIXEN SOUTH GEORGIABRITISH ST!In

"OTTTED 051dejt. 30’ S. 055dag. 052dof?. 30* S. 04Oder:. V/

S^EED 11 ’TOTS.
1900/29



rpTP.T .TflCxRAH^Decode.

Magistrate, South Georgia. 

Colonial Secretary.
from

To
Tima : 1400.19 39. 

19 39.
25th October,Despatched : 

Received :
Time : 1230.

25th October,
arrived from Europe 24th October. 

MAGISTRATE.
HarponHo. 63*

i



Decode.
TELEGRAM. Lords 16.321 Prom Admiralty

Admiralty.From.

Hon Colonial Secretary.
To

19 59 Time:Despatched : 31st October 0708

19 59 Time:Received : 1st November 1118

To REPORTING OFFICER Fal'la;r: Islands. Prom ADNIFALTY.

Check and repeat your 1200 28th October, groups 33.

(This has been corrected and repeated.)

i



#
Decode.

TELEGRAM.

33/25From&-...q ¥-i- v e-^town-

To
/ ■ 131145ecre tary S t anl y j./

'Time :19Despatched :

73 Time :Received :

To all Reporting Officers iron 3.0 . i . Ere ■ horn.'.

Ships out of range of '.V/TA r] in i ra 11y me s s a ge V. 
bro dcasting stations should bo able to listen for GBMS^ trans­
mission from the rai.dium wave broadcasting stations in their 
respective areas, for example GK 1315 (149 Kc/s) or BX GY 
(12 5 Kc/s) in area one,at times shown in notices to ships Radio 
Stations no.2 of 1959. All ships are to be reminded that they 
should be able to listen for GBMS transmission GBR at 0000,1200

-1and 2000 G.K.T. h least.

After "such positions’1 readAdmiralty message R.
’’should be -avoided for 48 hours at least”

1731/3



Decode.
TELEGRAM.No. 34From Sierra Leone. Etat

Staff Officer (Intelligence) Freetown. 

IIon: Colonial Secretary .
From

To

19 39 Time : 00426th NovemberDespatched:

19 39 Time: oil5Received: 6th November

To Consular shipping Advisers and Reporting Officers at Routeing Ports. 
•Thom Staff Officer (Intelligence) Freetown.

Following for wasters of British tier chan;/ Ships. From Admiralty.

Correction to 0.U.55G0 Defence of Merchant Shipping Page 169. 

Group allocated to "Stop Engines" to read "ZFV" repeat "ZFVl! 

This correction to be made forthwith.

BEGINS:

1910/5

Dec V.'KRS .

i
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Decode.
TELEGRAM.

From r.o.or.t.ln.rr-. .O.f.f4a:3r..rPiil.1.cla.nd..-Xs.l.ands .
vd-oir»• 11 tv London

To
. . (I) ffre >town

Time: 1600>venib ;r 8th. 19 39Despatched:

19 Time :Received:

r-isca
1 S .o . ( T ') . i¥e ito-

Falkland Islands.
1 -n i v> "1 ' -•-» ■-» '■> ■ • t

fr o ' P o r> or t in f? 0 f ficor

British shin ^LAFOilTA11,6th .if o vo vh ov-JO ‘ -\J‘' *1

. 1500/fi



«• Decode.
TELEGRAM.

N« .80.
From Rio «

To Ills Exoellenoy Governor.

10 th November, 19 39. 

10th November, 19 39#

Time: 1208.Despatched:

Time :Received : 2010.

VESCA.

ARRIVAL NOVEMBER 10th 11 TUSCAN STAR”

12/29 10 th.

W/T station asksd to rop eat to Commodore.



/J"t

%

Decode.
TELEGRAM.

Reporting Officer Port Stanley.From
A dr. 1 i r a 11 y Lon* To n.
S-taf-i Of ' c.-n .-.(..Xnt.e.l.li-g-<sn-c.e)...Freetown.
Staff Qfftc iT (intelligence) iJontevid©o .

To

19 59 Time : / gfffDespatched : 15th November

19 Time :Received :
Vise A

Admiralty repeated Staff Officer(I) Freetown,Staff Officer(I) 
font©video.
From Reporting Officer Port Stanley.

Departure November 15th 1450 British ship 

y/est Fall.land Island/ via Roy/te AC.5 duo to arrive at Montevideo 

i: o venb or 20th. Speed 11.5 kno t s .

To

nLafonia- from Rill Cove

1930/15

Coded ,/KRS



GOVERNMENT TELEGRAPH SERVICE.
FALKLAND ISLANDS AND DEPENDENCIES.

RECEIVED.
Number Office of Origin Words Handed in at Date

58 Fox Bay 5 lo ,00 15/ll/,;9
To

Secretary, Stanley.

1430 RAMS.

HAMILTON.

I me



Decode.
TELEGRAM.No. 182 From Sierra Eeone Etat Words 56/55 

From Staff officer(Intelligence) Freetown,

Hon Colonial Secretary.To

19 Time :Despatched : IVth November 39 1306
19 Time :Received : 1825/17

To all Routeing and Port Officers. From Staff Officer(I) Freetown.

17th November 39

With reference to Admiralty message ,LI.

For the present unless therd is reason to suspect th e presence of U-boats, 

British merchant ships in areas 1 and 7 need only zigzag in daylight or 

bright moon light when within 1000 miles of a unit or 500 miles of other

land.

Masters are to be iaid informed accordingly. Admiralty message L will not

be amended.
2255/16

Dec WHRS



Decode.
TELEGRAM.No.223.

N.C.S.Officer Montevideo.From
His Excellency the Governor.

To

20th November, 29 39 

21st November, 29 39
2339Time :Despatched:

0325.Time :Received:

Prom N.C .S .Officer Montevideo.

British Ship f,LAF0NIA,: arrival November 20th.

2030/20.



| 7 ,
I* Decode.

TELEGRAM. Words 66/65 

Staff Officer (Intelligence) Freetown,

No, 234 From Sierra Leone

From
Hon: Colonial Secretary.

To

19 39 Time: 2115Despatched: 2 Inti November

Time :19 39Received : 22nd November 1055

To all Routeing Officers. From Staff Officer (I) Pi* ee town.

The names of Merchant Ships are to be coded or cyphered by their Signal 

Letters taken from Signal Letter Index O.U. 5468. If the Merchant Ship 

does not appear in O.U. 5468 the name must be spelt. Other publications 

such as the Berne List are not--repetition NOT-- to be used. In view of

the similarity of certain ships great care is necessary in selecting 

the correct Signal Letters from O.U.5468 or in spelling.
1121/21

Dec JEH 
WHRS



SECEET HMD MES AGE.

H.E. The Governor, Falkland Inlands. 
Rerorting Officer, Port Stanley. 
Manager, Falkland Islands Company. 
H.M.S.’Exeter’.

(Conies "by hand to:

)

Naval General

C.S.A.From:Senior Officer, Force G.To:

As LAFONIA is carrying back Buenos Aires contingent of Falkland

Islands Defence ^orce, I consider she should he covered hy a cruiser ^u^iny

passage to E^ver Plate.

Eeon.est she may lA^vn Port Stanley at dusk, Friday, 8th. December, <and

•eenotition A C 9. She will he overtaken hy H.M.S.’o^oceed trr route AC9

’Exeter’ and escorted in^o Fiver Plate.

= 1^01 / 1st. Decembrr.



j Decode.
TELEGRAM.

From Freetown

To Secretary,Stanley 65

0800/5
1800/5

Time :19Despatched :

Time :19Received :

SOI Falkland Islands Route prgiving officers from SOI Freetown 
All secret positions or other secret information issued to 
Masters before sailing whether in convoy os indepnedently 
should invariably be enclosed in 2 Repeat 2 envelopes.



H.C.S,

I
Decode.

TELEGRAM.
120$ SOI Bronte VideoFrom.

To SOI F&lkland Islands

1800/7 

0900/®

SOI Falkland Islands from SOI M^nts Video.

19Despatched: Time :

19Received : Time .

Please repeat yourI am now passing QZ messages to you. 
Vesca ZH to me.

1800/7

-SU
' j . y? .. W

^TT

^ A M ^—'j^Crx. cjsi/lTot-w^

*7~



'I

Decode.
TELEGRAM.

From Sierra Leone

To Secretary

Despatched: 19 Time :

Received : 19 Time :

From SOI Freetown.
Has British ship Lafonia arrived due 4th December 
from Magallanes

1750/8

Reply made °f<:j



Decode.
TELEGRAM.

From.. Secretary

To Querifa Ereetown

1140/9Despatched : 19 Time :

Received : 19 Time :
British ship LAPONIA arrived Monday 4th December 1900 
regret ommission.

1140/9

Refers to SOI Freetown of 1750/8



* Decode.
TELEGRAM. Words 155/154 

From Staff Officer(Intelligence)Montevideo•

No.157

H.E.The Governor Falkland Islands.To

10th December 39 1930Despatched: 19 Time :
2010/1010th December 39Received :

QZ Circulation Addressees abroad.
19 Time :

From S.0.(1) Montevideo.

Dove^ Straits. Additional traffic regulations. Vessels anchoring in 
Dungeness East Hoads are on no account to pass North Eastwards of a line 
drawn in a 300 deg: direction from a red and white conical light buoy 
exhibiting a white flashing light every 10 seconds situated in Latitude 
050 57! 30,f North; Longitude 001 05* 3011 East. Vessels proceeding from 
Dungeness and the Downs must Southwards of the above Itns mentioned Light 
Buoy. A second Light Buoy conical in shape and painted black and white 
and exhibiting a white flashing light every 5 seconds is established in 
LAt: 050 581 36" N.; Long: 001 021 48" E. Vessels are warned that the 
channel between Folkestone and the main Channel through Folkestone Gate is 
six cables wide each side of a line dwawn 140 deg: and through the Light 
on the lofty Folkestone pier. Vessels disregarding these traffic regulations 
do so at their own peril. (?Not) being disturbed until further orders.

1540/10 
Dec AN 

JEH



L&

1
Decode.

TELEGRAM.No.154

Staff Officer (Intelligence) Montevideo.
From

H.E.The Governor Falkland Islands.To

10th DScember 39 1530Despatched : 19 Time :

10th December 2010/1019 39 Time:Received :

To All Shipping Advisers. From S.0.(I) Montevideo.

Admiralty message 761 A. Masters of British Merchant ships are to be warned 

that,inthe interest of their own safety, itis most important that they 

should reply at once, both by day and by night to signals received from 

warships•
1347/10

Dec AN
JEH



'I

Decode.
TELEGRAM.

170
From MV.

H..E.To

2356/10

0406/11

Despatched : 19 Time :

Received : 19 Tim e :

To all Reporting Officers from SOI Monte Video

As from 11th.December Coast Stations in area 1 and 2 at pre­
sent broadcasting on 500 Kc/s (600) metres transmit on their 
working wave length, 
calle on £ 500 K/cs and will indicate what messages they have 
for transmission 
wave lengths.

Ships are to r evert to 500 Kc/s immediately on receipt of 
all new traffic for them.

This is my 1741.

Coast Stations will make preliminary

appropriate working

2152/10

JEH



V.
Decode.

TELEGRAM.

From M nte VIdoo o

IITo 198

1702/12

0805/12 3

To all NCSOs E.Coast of South America

Please inform me if you are ? VasseiLs 
you hold S .255/39 and 254/39?

19Despatched : Time :

19 Time ;Received :

From SOI Llonte Video

AID’S S,series. Do

1305/12



V Decode.
TELEGRAM.

From. .
Munto Video

To

179Tu ?s.
Despatched: 19 Time :

Received : 1 o46/ll 

SOOO/12

19 Time :

UCSOs East Coast of South toerica from 8oi MV. correction 
to SP 02184 p*44 loft hand column third £?roup from botton 
should read .>712 repeat 5712 not 8712.
1527 2htli September.

Authority AGM

1130/12

JEW



From - C-m-C, South 
Atlantic.

To - S.O.(I) Falkland Islands; 
S.O.(I) Capetown; S.N.O., 
Simonstown.

Admiralty message 1951 2nd December is
being passed to you for information.

T.0.0. 2305/5 Dec.’39

To - C-in-C., South Atlantic(592);
(R) C-in-C., East Indies(898); 

C-in-C., A. & W.I.(553); 
C.S.A.(197)

From - Admiralty

From information received there aonears
to be some divergence of opinion among N.C.S. Officers and 
other authorities concerned on the South Atlantic Station 
regarding the routeing and bunkering question, 
this the following summarises the Admiralty’s instructions 
now in force:-

To clarify

(a) Vessels of 15 knots and over, whether armed or 
not, are to be sailed independently.

(b) Vessels under 9 knots are to be sailed independ­
ently.

(c) All vessels proceeding direct from Africa or 
South America to ports in America, West Indies 
or Mediterranean or vice versa are to be sailed 
independently.

(d) Vessels under (a), (b) and (c) above need not 
call at Freetown.

(e) Vessels other than those mentioned in (a), (b) 
ana (c) bound to the United Kingdom or Europe, 
excluding Mediterranean, are to oroceed to Free^-^ 
town for convoy.

(f) Banana vessels trading between British (? 1 grp) 
and United Kingdom proceed independently both 
ways, calling at Freetown on their outward 
passage for homeward routeing instructions.

(g) Except while in convoy any ships may call at 
Lisbon, Dakar, Cape Verde, Madeira, Azores or 
Canary Islands, as desired by owners.

Previous Admiralty orders about vessels 
calling at these places are cancelled.

T.O.O. 1931/2 Uec.’39-

1 /
: -7 du m:



\ \ ;iDecode.
TELEGRAM.

223
ImmediateMonte VideoFrom....

To H.E.

Despatched : 19 rime :2132/13 

cyo 0812/14

PUrnish details NGSOs and ROs East Coast of South America 
repeated Assistant NA Rio SOI MV*

My 1037 13th.December resume sailings Northwards repeat 
Northwards Santos and all ports north of that port.

Received: 19 rime :

1915/13

V7HRS.



1

V
Decode.

TELEGRAM. Words 71/70No. 210

Fivm Staff Officer (I) Montevideo 

H.E.The Governor F.I.
To

19 39 Time : 0033Despatched: 13th December

19 Time: 1140Received : IT If

To all Naval Control Service Officers on the East Coast South Anjor-ica. 
Frcr- : t iff Of.floor (1) Montft’/idfio.

and o22oG ili) let March 1939 should h.vo bo n brought int

1913/11th I optoiabor lust. Uortlfioatoa of dootruotion nhoulo »>•* rendered 

through th'j usual channels•

r . ,02206

DOO JKU

1



> ?/

Decode.
TELEGRAM. Words 50/49No. 206

Staff Officer (I) Montevideo.From

H.E.The Governor Falkland Islands.
To

19 39 Time: 0030 
1140

Despatched: 13th December
fill tr

Received : 19 Time :

T 0 all Naval Control Service Officers Hast Coast of .South .‘.norloa^ojccopt 
From Staff officer (") ontevidoo#

Q2175 (4) and : • 0021G (2) should have boon brought Into force
at 0001 November lotf and r .*# 02175 (5) md .02216 destroyed by fir*

15th 1 .etfcertificates of destruction being rendered throug
uithority—• Admiralty General :ia3eage# 1308/26 Oa

1*3O0/12

13 •A*

on Novoabr
the usual channels#

Doc .THH



*

T 1Decode.
TELEGRAM.

Reporting Officer Port Stanley.

Admiralty London: S.O.(I) Freetown. 
.......................................... S.O.(I) Montevideo.

From

To

19 3914th DecemberDespatched : Time :

19 Time :Received :

To Admiralty repeated Staff Officer (I) Freetown Staff Officer (I) Montevideo.

Arrival December 13th: British ship "Sanaast©"
2100

0905/14

C&S WHRS

h



*s
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Decode.
TELEGRAM.

246

From
Staff Officer (I) Montevideo*

To II .E. The Governor F.I. UROIMT IMPORTANT*

Despatched : 19 Time :
14th December 39 19.40

Received : 19 Time :

To Route Giving Officers on the iSast Coast South America 

Montevideo*From S.O.I.

Continue sailings from all South American ports 

except Montevideo

1835/14.

Y/.H.R .S.
i



Decode.«

TELEGRAM.
Ho. 251.

From S.O. (I) Montevideoo

To Hie Excellency the Governor.

Despatched : 14th December, ^39. 

14th December, ^39.

Time : 2046.
Received . Time : 2332.

To All N.C.S.Offleers South America from S.O.(I) Montevideo.IMPORTANT.
Consular Shipping Advisers and route giving officers are to 

give information regarding any German Ship that may be at sea in 

the area through which ship s are likely to pass and instruct to 

break W/T silence and report any German Ships of whose Identity 

they are certain.
1917/14.

Dec .\7HRS.



# Decode.
♦ TELEGRAM. j;

No .60

From Admiralty

Reporting Officer Port Stanley.To

Despatched : 19 39 Time :15th December
Received: 19 Time : 222815th December 39

To Reporting Officer Port Stanley. From Admiralty.

Your 0905/14-th December. Spell name of s ip concerned.

0546/15

V/ HRS



Decode.m
/TELEGRAM.No. 300 • '

Fr0m Staff Officer (I) Montevideo • 

Reporting Officer, Stanley.
To

Despatched : 19 Time :16th December 39 1665

Received : 19 Time :

To All reporting Officers, East Coast of South America,
Frora Staff Officer (I) Montevideo.

The appearance of the German Cruiser "BltLcher11 differs from that of the 

wHippernin the following particulars:

The German Cruiser "Blttcher" has flared overhung bov/s similar to that of 

the German Battlecruiser "Gneisenau" and a similar cinder screen on the

funnel.

1314/16
WDAJ



<

UQ. ^-5*0 3*%
Decode. % v*/

TELEGRAM.

From. Montevideo*

IIA’BHGBPT.To

Despatched : 19 Time :

Received : 1400•20th December, 19 39* Time :

Admiralty repeated o*o.(I) Freetown 3*0*(X) Montevideo*
1530Arrival 17th Beccnber British Chip ?,GAPdLETr* 

from lieportlnc Officer Falldland Islands*
1058/20.

Dec*JBII
AIT



r

i.»#
Decode.

TELEGRAM.

From

To 399

Despatched : Time :0Q2G 0
Received : 19 Time :o G3/:;?o

. Slipping .uvioos?-.- 
1937 9

, vl. .:1pq2 V :U;:,tructO t- 
nurclic.-.o 
altera: £

>C:Ot • i:Ot C£* • cr.-ricc . :.r;

t only c .So notion oafco ahoul.. To 
and \>h- n repeat n receive : ooc*;,at' no ofiould c 

o iu.ely#

*•

iv a 19



v\ 1Decode. no.412.
TELEGRAM.

From .Montevideo.

To His Excellency the Governor.

20th December, 19 39 • ??Despatched : Time :

20th December, 19 39 2100.Received : Time :

My 2130 British Jhips "ALllEDA STAR*1 and "DORINGTON COURT'*
arrived Buenos Aires 19th December from roadstead 18th December.

1715/20.

Dec. AN.



"
\

* Decode.
Ho.409.TELEGRAM.

S • U.(±) Aibii lu\J ldov.

From His Excellency the Governor.
To

1640.39.20th December,
Despatched: 1615.19 39* Time:20th December 9

To Al^SflS&ing Advisers East Coast oW South Ztoaerica from S.O. (I) 
Montevideo.

Masters of Neutral Vessels should as a general rule be encouraged 

to sail in our convoys particularly when they are carrying cargoes
N.C.3.Officers have discreti? Great Britain.? or??

however to preclude a Neutral vessel froin joining a convoy ii for ai
If such case occurs a written report of thereason they see fit. 

circumstances is to be forwarded to the Flag Liefct. Commander

Admiralty. 1435/19.
Dec.AN.



I
Decode.

ho.430.TELEGRAM.

From s.o,(x) Montevideo*

ilia i&oolle&cy the Governor*To

10 40.19 39*Despatched : Time :21at -December*

19 39 Time: 1145*Received : 2lot December

sporting v. nicoru .oat daaot of -oath Aaftriaa from 
• 0* (I; . ;ontev idoo*

.eooagoB received prefixed by word :,IU*G',! noeu not be 

decoded ‘between the hours 2200 to 0800 and delay up to 

36 hours ia permitted between t..c tineo of origin and of 

You arc not - repetition not - to use this 

prefix for outward neDBages#
decoding#

1737/20#
Dec# Alt#



Decode. no.421.TELEGRAM.

From Montevideo.

To His Excellency the Governor.

Despatched : 20th December* 39 •
21st December* ^ 39.

Time : 2355.
0805.rTime :Received:

BHR
VESOA.

Maranham British Ship "ANSELM” arrival December 20th 

R 23 M.

2327/20.

Dec.AN.



s
jJecode. No.397.TELEGRAM.

From Montevideo.

To His Excellency the Governor

Despatched : 19 39 Time : 

19 39 Time :

191h .December, 2302.

Received : 0805.20th December,

Buenos Aires Arrivals 19th December British Ships
"WESTBURY” "DORIEGTGN COURT1* "ALIN'DA STAR11 "FRAMLIKGTQN -
COURT” Buenos Aires Departure 19th December British Ship 

"NORMANSTAR" for Montevideo.

2215/19.
Dec.JEK 

AIT.



Decode.
TELEGRAM.

Intercept
From

To

Despatched : 19 Time :
1330/22Received :

RAC tiAD NC30 rio from II.H
19 Time :

•J.Dorsetshire.
Departures .liver ll^te p.A. December 22nd. 
II. i;.S .Dorsetshire to patrol. i.. F• A, OLYITTHUG for Rio.



Decode.
TELEGRAM. No.449.

S.0.(I) Montevideo.From

Rear Admiral Commanding. 3.A.D.To

21st December, 19 39 

22nd December, 19 39

Despatched : Time 2215* 

Time . 0810.Received :

B N R
German Ship "SANTOS" at Rio apparently working to complete

loading before Christmas.
2117/21

Dec.JEH
AH.

4



ft
\ 7 Decode.

TELEGRAM. Ho.liUS,

From. - - ::,OuleVt.-CO*

::.i& Uio..v.-ovoreiGi*,7o

79 39*21::-, mm
31 • .

Despatched, : Time :acr-; .;*?

79 35.OCOEf:<"*•* Time :Received :

ii ::

•o.(i) iwotevi* go.• .-.‘U; i'poofcoran froi. <i dl’C-ltJ LX oa-to..

crsjcir^jttco -c_ ur-turo :'000R£.*et' 2iut Bpitifih hip
2oi* ki*. -:o aavi-sipo Uao to oppivo 8&h .xjooobw.’illCVTTZU TCIGCD.F

1C • 0£> 
021 
02-0

:

2 23 h.. CO is 5iOtO.

19S / 21*

Dec.JffSP
AH.



Decode.
TELEGRAM.
Reporting Officer Falkland IslandsFrom

To Admiralty. Quer.if=. Free t.o.wn=&&f Mailbag Montevideo

Despatched : 19 rime :

Received : 19 Time :

Admiralty repeated SOI Freetown SOI Monte video

Arrival Falkland Islands Dec.22 British ship LAFOhIA

1440/23

i



(
iV

Decode.
TELEGRAM.

From Freetown. 400

To S © cx*c.............F • I«-

19 Time :Despatched:

*±£&&2 1505/20 19 Time :Received :

From SOI Freetown
Has British ship San Casto arrived from Trinidad due

December 14«
1120/19

Arrival having .been reported inReplied to in 0945/21 . 

0905/14 from F.I.

j



Decode.
TELEGRAM.

■;iueoFrom

To

Time :19Despatched :
hontevideo 21, '12 1750

19 Time :Received :

rc tinD- Officer shiT>piii visers from S. 0. .l . Montevideo.d i. i i

Admiralty . essa^-; Y . With ref renqe to riotiee to mariners 3/39 
para;jm.ph 70.

Ii.iessaje Z •..ill be lettered AA,AB etc.
;; and so on. heasages to all areas not naj 

•us sod to merchant ships via shore author:' ties 
•■ill al . l s series and be similarly lettered.

he:.sa;;es after lettere
■B to

V 1.

to AS thence
i J o

or exa,. le 
37 passes, onl

G u: "ht be lade by T7 i message ;■
i. s Lor . station .

a u message

1,55, 2i



Decode.
TELEGRAM.

S. 0. (i) Montevideo.From

To His Excellency the Governor.

19 39. 2337.23rd Dec. Time :Despatched :

0805.23rd Dec. 19 39. Time :Received :

3NR.
Rear Admiral 3.A.D. from S.O.(l) Montevideo.
My 2117 21st December. Now reported that loading 

is only proceeding slowly.

2259.

Ife c. AN

A



Decode.
TELEGRAM. ITo485*

S • 0. (I) Montevideo.From

All N.O.S.OfficersTo

1630.19 33-23rd December9Despatched : Time :

0005*£4&h ij cr^ifocr* 7P 39.Received : Time :

To All H.C.3#Officers Lust joast of South America from 

S.O.(I) Montevideo.
----172 cancel------139------160 and l6l------18 was nor used.

1506/23.

II. B. Dec.Missing groups are probably from 
Lloyds Register. % i. D. A • <J

A.H.



V

Ho# 504*Decode.
TELEGRAM.

From H • G. S *■ Offi oer .Montevideo.

To Ilia Excellency the Governor.

79 39. 7wi.e ; 0025.Despatched : 24 th Decerober,

79 39. Time: 0C05-Received : 24th December*

FTOi.i H.C.S.Officer Montevideo.
1925 23rd December route has K 2 3 and M.My VSSOA

0007/24.

Dec. vV • D. A. J •
A.H.

i



V

Decode. ITo. 542.
TELEGRAM.

From Montevideo.

To His Sxcellecny the Governor.

25th December* 19 39* Time: 2311* 

26th December* 19 39# Time: 0815*
Despatched :

Received :

Rio Grande Departure 25th December British 8hip
LAPLACE due Montevideo daybreak 27th December.

2105/25*

i



V

Decode. 537-
TELEGRAM.

From liontevideo.

His Excellency the Governor.To

1915-19 3925th December, 
26til December,

Despatched: Time :

0815.19 39 Time :Received :
B IT R VESGA

Rio Grande arrival December 24th British Ship

L/ dr'i-AC —i

1132/25.



Decode. No.538.TELEGRAM.

From Montevideo.

To His Kxcellericy the Governor.

Despatched : 19 35 Time :

19 39.

25th December5 
26th December,

1915
Time :Received: 0315.

B U R.

Ceard Departure 24th December British Ship BASIL 

for Freetown due to arrive 2nd January 9 knots.
Ship lias no code books.

1530/25.1



Decode.
TELEGRAM.

From

To , v >tatioa Falkland Islands#

Despatched : 19 39* 

19 39.

Time : 0195*23 oh .Deaembes?,
Received: 0615.Time :23th Decatfber*

::y estimated time o£ arrival 2 days late
0195/29.

oec.MJ



4
I )ecode.

TELEGRAM.

LQndonFrom 529

H.E.To KEXIW

2355/2.-.

0610/25

RAG SAD 293 repeated SNO Trinidad victual' ing store (ship) 
Baltavia from Admiralty.

200 tons provisions for BALTAVIA shipped by s.s.DIRECTOR 
sailed on Dec.19

Packages cocaine to ALSACE v.s. 11413 leaves 66 tons clothing 
soap tobacco and mess gear Baltavia being shipped in s.s. Inkosi

message much mutilated from here.

19 Time :Despatched :

19Received . Time :

consigned SNO Trinidad.



Decode.
* TELEGRAM.

iJo* 552*
From.......

.’.onteviOocooTo.
• i- .i..ixr8**• V • • •

Time :19Despatched :

Time :19 35. 1310,Received : £6t3; 00 . 3l

•• •' r5•074-11

.0.(2}Ii.G. ..Officers :ost :©eet of outh . =r:erioa froza

.'onteviueo.

C.l .02211 (9) repented n.J .02211 (9) was brought into 

force 0001 or-5? ..•&ttu*Ouy 23rd peoedber to replace .1.02211 

(S) repeated . 32211 (8) whioh is to be destroyed by 

fire January 6t!i 19',. . certificate of destruction to be 

rendered tiirou£;h usual clianneln.
66 2a 16th Jecedber* 15ho of 26th.

Author!ty Addlralty



2- 4
*►

Decode.
No.500.TELEGRAM.

R.C.-S Officer Montevideo.From

His Excellency the Governor.To

1925.19 39- 

19 39.

,23rd December,Despatched : Time :

0805.2hth December,Received : Time :

B N R VESCA

Departure December 23rd British Ship "BARONESA" for 

Ereetov/n due to arrive 6th January 036 deg.

1925/24.



I-M *\
!

Decode.
TELEGRAM.

From
ii v

To 560H • U m
BUR

Despatched : Time :192340/26 

0 BO 5/2 7

RAC SAD from SOI MOnte Video.

Lamport and Holt have obtained embargo on British cargo In 

German ship WIHDIiUK.

Received: 19 Time :

2325/26



L M
No.570.

** Decode.
TELEGRAM.

From S * Q * (I) Monte vide o *

Ilia Excellency the Governor*To

Despatched : 27th December, 19 39* Time: 2157.

Received : 19 39. Time: 0130.28th December,

276 2 051 deg. 20* 18rf North 003 deg* 59*

West. From 8.0*(I) Montevideo.

1909/27*



Sm \L bsSECRET.
! I Vb

%
V H.M.S. "AJAX",

28th December 1939.

No.148.

Sir,

On completion of the transfer of "CAPULET"fs 
cargo, it is requested that you will give her Master 
instructions to proceed to Trinidad and load at Pointe-a- 
Pierre.

2. It is requested also that you will arrange 
details of his voyage, routeing him well clear of 
Trinidada Island, Fernando Noronha and St, Paul’s Rocks, 
and consulting him as to the winds and currents likely 
to be experienced en route, in order that due advantage 
may be taken of them to reduce his time on passage.

3. It is requested that you will report S.S. 
s departure in the normal manner, and informU Y"CAPULET

the Master that, on completion of loading at Trinidad, 
he is to proceed to Freetown, Sierra Leone.

I am, Sir,

Your obedient servant,

REAR ADMIRAL COMMANDING 
SOUTH AMERICA DIVISION.

The Routeing Officer,
Port Stanley.

(Copies to: The Commanding Officer, 
H.M.S. "EXETER";

The Master, S.S. "CAPULET").



*
»

ISLANDS

TxffBRElTO.B SECRET Ho. 16/1958

COLONIAL SECRETARY'S OFFICE, 

STANLEY,

DECEMBER 29th 1939,

Sir,

X have the honour to acknowledge the receipt 

of your letter Secret No.148 of the 28th December, 

1939, requesting that on completion of the transfer 

of the ’’CADUILT’S" cargo instructions may be given 

to the Luster to proceed to Trinidad and load at 

lointe-a -Pierre.

2. Details of the voyage will be arranged 

as indicated in paragraph 2 of your letter.

3. The aeparturs of the 3. s.’'Cspulet’1 will 

be reported in the normal manner and the Master

will bo informed that on completion of loading at 

Trinidad,he is to proceed to Ersetown,Sierra Leone.

I have the honour to be,

Sir,
l Your obedient servant.

./ Colonial Secretary. 
(Routeing Officer)

:
THE REAR AD10RAJL COMMAND I EG

SOUTH! AMERICA DIVISION.

A J A X «

V



%

FALKLAND IS LAND 3

Ho. S/18/1938

COLONIAL SECRETARY’S OFFICE.

STANLEY,

DECEMBIUR 29th 1939.

Sir 9

In conformity with instructions received 

from tho Rear Admiral Command inc the South 

America Division, I am to instruct you on 

completion of the transfer of your cargo to 

proceed to Trinidad and load at Pointe-a-
\ \Pierre. T am to instruct you also that on 

completion of loading at Trinidad,you are to 

proceed to Freetown,Sierre Leone.

2. Routeing instructions will he given 

you by the Officer deputed for the purpose.

I am,

Sir,V

Your obedient servant.

Colonial Secretary. 
(Routeing Officer)

THE MASTER,

S.S. *'C APULETrt

PORT STANLEY*



■

r~

^ / 2JS>+Decode.
TELEGRAM.v

No.595.
From Assist Naval Attache Rio.

His Excellency the Governor.To

28th December, 19 39. 
28th December, 19 39m

Time ;Despatched: 1825.
Time :Received. » 2045.

IMMEDIATE.

Rear Admiral South America Division also sent to 

S.O.(I) Montevideo rep eated S.o.(I) Freetown from 

Assistant Naval Attache Rio de Janeiro.
Master of British Ship "DEVIS" reports having sighted 

tanker acting suspiciously in 019 deg, 16* South 038 deg. 
50* West at 1930 GMT 26th December. When sighted was 

steering variou s courses later altered course to pass 

between ship and setting sun. Following is description; 

flying flag of Norway and the same p ainted on bows and 

bridge, hull light grey, superstructure white, upper 

bridge teak or teak colour, funnel buff with proportion 

of top with red band containing white diamond, 
poop, tonnage about 12,000, sp eed while in sight 

12 knots. Name p ainted out. Master considers it 

extremely like broadcast description of German Ship 

"ALTMARK" and maintained W/T silence for fear of being 

attacked.

Long

1634/28.



u 0i
Decode.

TELEGRAM.
No.591.

From 3 .0 * (I) Freetown •

To Secretary, Falkland Islands.

Despatched : 79 39128th December, 
28th December,

777/m ; 1625.

Received: 7.9 39o 77?? m ; 2030.

What Is cost of sending Government Messages from

Falkland Islands to Magallanes?

1515/&6T

t1
’ . \/tAser

UHf-t/cL,

X^t/uCjPU
S Ca^C 0~f t ^

J‘U~C'/S^y u>
n d lAs/■U)



L •;u ’v,
Decode.

TELEGRAM.
ref. 591 from 

SOI Freetown
From

To SOI Freetown

Despatched:

Received :
Message as sent.

From Secretary Falkland Islands 

Your 1515/28

Government service rate 9d per word to Maggallanes.

19 Time :

19 Time :

1845/29



v
Decode.

TELEGRAM.

From m 883

To HE UVSE

Time :19Despatched : 13JJ5/23 

20oj V;0 Time :19Received :

.-ro:n £>01 fcfnte Video.
1119/28

AH QZ £77 oanoola v,‘< 20V»

1



tVDecode.
TELEGRAM.

From........
X652IW

To HE

19 Time :Despatched: 1750/30

2130/30
Received: 19 Time :

To all HCSOs and RGs#

AmUmA

Open •— sealed envelopes containing Merchant Navy codes#MN decodes 

and recoding tables no.l. and bring these into force 0001 GMT on 

Thursday 11th

Masters nusfc hand over to the NGSQ ofc the first port of call their 

copies of S#p*02183 and the sealed iofctor containing ' ,p,02183 (2), 

The Naval appendix to the international Code of Signals and soale 

letter containing S.P, 02180 (3) must be retained pending further in

0940/30

• •

' — - -4 /no Ay



r
Decode.

TELEGRAM. 678 t
*»<*•

: .)•{!) •Monto Video
From........

(I over nor i; 1 eland Islands
To

2185bi*ia* b9onto Video
19 Time :Despatched:

19 Time :Received:

, ersrlco Of floors and do sulnr bhlooiny 
f officer (Intellironco ? '‘onto Video*

o ; aval Control 
dvisors fron : t i

-onotition -1^ Soil (1)
On:1

2611 and (1)
to bo or our lit into force it JOJl Oroonv/icn

194.) for con u ication with British

: • "* ,261 )t 
are
on T ursday 11th.January
shins•

• 1.J21B5 (9) are to be destroyed by fire 
1949 destruction certificates boinrc rondored*

; • . )2 t8b and • 
List• unuary

and h . ' . ')818b (b) repetition • . '#92180 (o)).U.55h)
to be rotainod for the present.are

to be oxtructed fron sots issued.*’.0218o and >.9.55)9 are 
to : iorchant vessels and no more conies of sealed onveloops 
.3.)218b (2) a*o to bo issued out senior’ eriv&ones b • 9218b (b)

still to be distributed.are jf

f

returned by ’-viators)2V*6Vf iConios of r 9218b and f.
.-.‘0 to bo destroyed by fire ,certificates of destruction
eel nr "ond* -ed •

1« \
14 ob 2 f' t;h. ■ vo cot \b or.

.185b ul



1
Decode.

TELEGRAM.4

From.....

Go9msTo

19 Time :Despatched : 1210/Go 

2130/50

Shipping Advisers and GO > from SOI M1«
As fron 0001/1 all VESGA telegrams for London are to be addressed

Time :19Received :

Trade Routes THIS0A SHIP LONDON and the word VescVK°CA SHI ? LONDON

need not pro fix the text of the message*

Vooea signal& arc- to contain rjovoraonts of BRltish ships only 

and roust bo reported to SOI I'Yectavvr* and SOI Monte Video*

2128/50



1V
\ *N V?Ih Decode.

< TELEGRAM. 25

From s..0 . (I) .Monfce Video

Governor Falkland Islands BNP VESCATo.

Time :19Despatched: 2.1.Monte Video 162 540
Time :19Received:

Para Vrrival January 2nd. British ship MHILARY1" .

1335/2



1L >‘1Decode.
4 TELEGRAM.

No.27.
From Mon t e v id eo •

His Excellency the Governor.To

Time: 1746/2 . 

19 40. Time: 0830/2.

2040.Despatched : 2nd January,

Received : 2nd January,

B.N.R. Vesca.

Prom N.C.S.Officer Santos. Departure January 1st British 

"ALMEDA STAR” route R 3 M for Tenerife due to arriveShip

14th January.

025 deg. 401 South 041 deg. 50* West
018 " 44*
Oil " 35*
015 " 00* North 027 " 00*

it it it030 301
it 025 " 31i tt

it

15 knots.

1648/2.

L



4 Decode.
TELEGRAM. 11

From admiralty London

To. :/t Station Falkland Islands

Time :Despatched: London 1.1. 19 40

19 Time :Received:

Admiralty message .-i G

Reports indicate that enemy may he commencing sabotage 
on a large scale. One type of time bomb found, is made of lead 
in two cylindrical parts 7 inches and 4 inches long resectively. 
Diameter* l£ inches. Attention of Masters is drawn to D M S 
Appendix a,Section 5.

1933/1



117 4
Decode.

4 TELEGRAM. 34

ITEFrom S*Q.(I)Ilonte Video

Governor Falkland IslandsTo

Time :Despatched : 2.1* ^'y40 2336r'onte Video
19 Time :Received :

>’or Shirrninn; advisers and Penorting Officers from P .0.(1)
Ponte Video,

.. dm ir a 1ty me s r> a ge /J3 (not by V/T) .

Masters of British merchant ships 9’nould be instructed that 
immediate renort is to be made by P'/T of any German 

merchant vessels of whose identity they are certain.

This does not aoplv to merchant shins ir area 1,where strict 
silence must be maintained in accordance with existing 

instruct ions,

an

/Pi

;-;oio/2



1>'/Decode.
TELEGRAM. /

No.—From Rear Admiral S.A,D»

To His Excellency the Governor.

19 S940 Tim e :

19 40

Despatched: 2nd January, 
2nd January, Time :Received: 1630,

Governor Falkland Islands from Hear Admiral S*A#D.

Request date British Ship "LAPONIA*1 leaves Jhlkland Islands

for Montevideo*

0959/2.



r

V A
^ Decode. ,

TELEGRAM. No.?.

From 3.0.(I) Montevideo•

To His Kxcelieney the Governor**

Time :19 39Despatched : 1755.1st January,
7 '/vie :19Received : 2nd January, 0616 •39.

To Ail Reporting Officers and Consular advisors.
admiralty hoasnge :!o.£ 323 with reference to Admiralty :Usx%:: 

Notice to Mariners No .3 1939« Aden (f* 2 «f/ will oroudoast on 
12400 kilocycloa per second (24.19 motors) at 0400 and 1600 G.M.T. 
daily for ship s in the area 5. H&t&ra (G 3 P) 1931 keep ing 
necessary watch and aasv;erin^ calls 12400 kilocycles per second 
(24.19 x&eters) lt*om o4u0 co i0v>0 and on 6.300 kilocycles per second 
(56.14 meters) from 1650 to 0400 in addition constant v/atch on 500 
kilocycles per second (600 meters). 1745 28th December.

2133/31.

i



W'..} 11 /i jii.vij

| l/20b.

I

B. & S. Ld. 51,3326.

NAVAL MESSAGE. •
3G8M. 3/3!>

Revised
December, 1935.

or use m 
Signal 

Department 
only

r
l:

Originators Instructions:
(Indication of Priority, 
Intercept Group, etc.)

iCodrcss/Plaindress i No. of 
Groups:Important *

TO: , FROM: 
Colonial Sec.
SMXF a1klands
iMagistrate South Georgia

Write
Across

Please _.inXQrm_NOiC..: Por t__Stanley .pn^3arae__day_of_iall„_-_ reps at 5No88b

10all arrivals :.and departures_of_jneroliant_slilps. Has TLafonia1

sailed 15

....1519/fi-- 20

25

30

I
: 35
:
! 40

i
.
:

45

50
P/L Code or Cypher Time ofSystem Operator P.O.O.W. Date

Receipt Despatch

J



3/132Gf. NAVAL MESSAGE.

For use, iri 
Oy^fe* or
Coding Office 
only.

- •

Intercept Group.Originators Instructions: 
(Indication of Priority, 
AIDAC, NOTWT 
For Exercise).

FROM:
MAGISTRATE

TO:
COLONIAL SECRETARY FALKLAND ISLAND'S

I To- QA -yiour .BS-

Arrivals arid epa.rt-u-p.es ^i-L-l-Le reported ininodiate It--^u^--Mhe-n

vessft.1 fl -pni vfts or* Iftavfigi f'nnn T,filth aftfip ~'rlr(? le s s routine

tlir.fi y.n t.h that stnt.i on it. is not. nos: .q * hi & tip r-^mnrt until the fo Honing

t.a’poitta has nnt. ypt ~i p. f* t. hit it. jo expected leave today 'Thursday-------- day*

ILO.I.C. Port Stanley 7/ill be infornerl rH-ren.t

Time of Receipt in 
Cypher or Coding 

Office.
Book or Table to be used for Initials of Cypherer 

or Coder. Date.
Recyphering or Recoding.Cyphering or Coding.

10/39. B. & S. Ltd. 51-5092.(6/374.) Wt. 30557/D-5886. 100m pads.

1


