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Depreciations of United States Whaling 
occurrences in consequence.

k

Rear Admiral Henderson to the Secretary to the Admiralty.—(Received May 13.) 
(No. 60.)
Sir, “ Madagascar” Rio de Janeiro, April 13, 1854.

1 HASTEN to forward to the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty the 
accompanying copies of correspondence, which reached me yesterday from the 
Falkland Islands, respecting depredations committed around the coast of those 
islands by American shipmasters ; the co-operation of Commander Boys, of the 
“ Express,” with the Governor of the island, for bringing those persons to 
justice; and the conduct of the commander of the United States corvette 
“ Germantown” on that occasion.

2. I am not at present in possession of any further particulais than are 
contained in the inclosures ; and I do not, therefore, feel called upon to 
discuss the merits of a correspondence which is calculated to raise questions of 
a grave nature between the Governments of Great Britain and the United 
States.

3. 1 do not myself see anything in Commander Boys’ proceedings which 
should not be approved ; and I shall add my approval to that which has 
already been expressed to him by the Governor of the Falkland Islands. 
On the other hand, I cannot but feel that the pretensions urged, and the lan
guage held by the American commander, will be viewed with surprise and 
even indignation by Her Majesty’s Government.

4. On the spot the affair may be considered to be terminated for the 
present, as the American whaler “Hudson” (the cause of the proceedings 
instituted) has proceeded to the United States, and the corvette “ German
town” returned to Monte Video on the 27th ultimo.

5. I have reason to believe the American commodore commanding on this 
station is now on his way to this port from Monte Video, but I shall refrain 
from entering into any discussion of the question with him, even should he 
wish it.

6. On the 5th February last I received a despatch from the Governor of 
the Falkland Islands, referring to the depredations of the United States’ 
whaling ships, and asking for naval assistance to put a stop to them. I had, 
however, a month previously, despatched Her Majesty’s sloop l< Express” to 
the Falklands, in anticipation of her presence being beneficial to the colony 
generally ; and although I knew Commander Boys would, under his general 
instructions, co-opcrate with the Governor in such manner as might be found 
necessary, I sent him, by the return packet, separate orders to meet the par
ticular case. Copies of the Governor’s letter to me, of my reply, and of my 
instructions to Commander Boys, are forwarded herewith for their Lordships’ 
information.

7. To complete the series, I also inclose a copy of Governor Rennie’s last, 
xlespatch to me, on the subject of the recent occurrences.

8. Under the circumstances., it appears to me a visit from Her Majesty’s 
ship “ Pique” would have a good effect; 1 shall therefore send her to the

B
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Date. From whom. To whom. Purport.

1

1 February 20

2 February 27 Governor Rennie

3 Ditto Ditto
Express ”

4 February 28 Ditto

5 March 3 Ditto Governor Rennie Reporting arrival at Port Stanley.

6 March 4 Governor Rennie,

7 Ditto Ditto

8 Ditto Commander Boys Commander Lynch

9 March 7 Commander Lynch Commander Boys

10 Ditto Commander Boys Commander Lynch

11 March 10 Commander Lynch Commander Boys

No. of 
Inclosure.

No. of 
Sub- 

Jnclosure.

His Excellency the 
Governor of the 
Falkland Islands.

To proceed in the “Hudson” to Port 
Stanley.

1854
March 17

Lieutenant Scovell, 
“ Express ”

Commander Boys, 
“ Express ”

Reply to the above, and stating his 
reasons for declining to return the 
usual complimentary visit on arrival.

Forwarding depositions of the masters 
and chief officers of the “Hudson” 
and “Washington,” respecting their 
seizure, and demanding the reason 
why American vessels were boarded 
without invitation.

Commander Lynch, 
U. S. Corvette, 
“Germantown,”

Commander Boys, 
H. M. sloop, 
“ Express.”

Requesting to be informed upon whose 
authority the “Hudson” and “ Wash
ington ” were seized.

Commander Boys, 
“ Express,”

Expressing regret that the interchange 
of courtesies should be stopped, and 
offering to give any explanation requi
site to remove the false impression that 
exists relative to the seizures of the 
above ships.

Approving of proceedings in execution 
of the above service.

Requesting his assistance to capture the 
Captains of the “ Hudson ” and 
“ Washington,” and bring them to 
Port Stanley for trial.

Reporting proceedings in co-operating 
with liis Excellency the Governor of 
the Falkland Islands, in bringing to 
justice the Captains of American 
whalers “Hudson” and “Washing
ton,” for committing depredations on 
those islands.

Stating the cause of the seizures and the 
steps taken to bring the vessels to Port 
Stanley.

Commander Boys, 
“ Express ”

Falkland Islands, on her way to Valparaiso, but will guard against her deten
tion there, except under some pressing emergency.

9. I learn from Commander Barnard, of the
a Germantown’s” return

Schedule of Inclosures contained in a letter from Rear-Admiral Henderson to 
the Secretary of the Admiralty. No. 60, of April 13, 1854.

Rear Admiral
Henderson

Reporting having sent the “ Washing
ton ” to Stanley, and intention of 
conveying the “ Hudson ” there when 
ready for sea.

Lieutenant Bushel, Orders to proceed on board the American 
“ Express ” schooner “ Washington ” with G men, 

and see her navigated to Port Stanley, 
and there deliver her to the Civil 
Authorities.

“ Vixen/’ that since the 
to Monte Video, reports have been circulated by 

Commander Lynch, tending to throw discredit on the British navy, and to lead 
people to suppose the “ Express” had been awed into submission by his (the 
American commander’s) threats. Commander Barnard was not in a position 
to put the affair in its proper light, and merely begged his informants to 
suspend their judgment until the arrival of the “ Express.” I shall, however, 
instruct him not to provoke or encourage any discussion of the question, further 
than may be absolutely necessary to uphold the national dignity.

I have, &c.
(Signed) W. W. HENDERSON, 

Rear-Admiral and Commander-in-Chief.
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Schedule,—continued.

Purport.Date. To whom.From whom.

1 11

12 March 11 Commander Boys Commander Lynch

March 10

Ditto

Commander BoysCommander LynchMarch 1313

Commander LynchCommander BoysMarch 1414

March 1615

Commander LynchMarch 6 Governor Rennie16

Governor RennieCommander LynchMarch 717

DittoDittoMarch 1018

Governor RennieJanuary 122

1

Governor Rennie3

DittoDitto4

Foreign Office the1

DittoDittoJuly 52

Governor Rennie5

Foreign Office1 Colonial Office

2 Draft proposed.

(Signed) W. W. HENDERSON, Rear-Admiral and Commander-in-Chief.

Reply in extenso, relative to the above 
letter and depositions.

No. of 
Inclosure.

No. of 
Sub

Inclosure.

Lieutenant Bushel, 
“ Express”

British Minister at 
Washington

Secretary of 
Admiralty

Statement as to the above, and to the 
conversation which took place on the 
same occasion.

Statement of occurrences on arrival at 
Port Stanley in “Washington.”

Reply to the above and requesting to be 
informed of the nature of the depreda
tions committed.

Commenting on the reply made as to the 
cause of the seizure of “ Hudson” and 
“ Washington.”

Lord Palmerston’s opinion as to the 
course to be adopted to prevent future 
depredations at the Falklands.

Lord Palmerston’s opinion as to the 
policy of asserting the right of 
sovereignty over the Falklands, and 
the course that ought to be pursued 
respecting foreign fishing vessels.

1854
March 8

1854
March 16

1837 
December 1

1854
February 11

1853
May 26

1853
April 12

Lieutenant Bushel, 
“ Express”

Forwarding the deposition of chief con
stable who apprehended the masters of 
“Hudson” and “Washington.”

Statement of proceedings in seizing the 
“Hudson” and “Washington,” as 
witnessed.

Relative to the proceedings of “Express” 
in seizing the “ Hudson ” and “ Wash
ington.”

Inclosing a draft proposed to the United 
States’ Government, to prevent their 
subjects from making depredations at 
the Falklands.

Commander Boys, 
“ Express ”

Answer to the above, and acquainting 
him that the “Express” has already 
been sent to his assistance.

Secretary of State, 
Washington

Representing the authority exercised in 
ordering the seizure of “ Hudson” and 
“ Washington.”

Hiram Clift, mas
ter of “Hudson,” 
American whaler;
W. E. Leeds, 
Chief Officer, 
ditto; JohnSilva, 
Second Officer, 
ditto; W. H. 
Eldridge, master 

of “Washington.”

Mr. Harriman, 
“ Express”

Instructions as to the course to be pur
sued in co-operating with the Governor 
of the Falklands in protecting that 
territory from aggression.

Depositions of the above, as to their 
seizure by “ Express.”

Rear Admiral
Henderson

Rear Admiral
Henderson

Detailing several depredations committed 
by American whalers, and requesting 
that assistance may be sent him to 
protect the islands from further 
aggression.

Commenting on the reasons given in 
reply to the depositions of the masters 
and officers of “ Hudson” and 
“ Washington.”

Notice that warning has been given to 
American citizens to refrain from 
making depredations on the Falkland 
Islands.

Rear Admiral
Henderson
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Inclosure 1.

Sir,

Commander Boys to Rear-Admiral Henderson.

“Express” Stanley Flarbour, Falkland Islands, March 17, 1854.
BESIDES the inclosed correspondence between myself. Governor Rennie, 

and Captain Lynch, of the United States sloop of war “Germantown, I also 
inclose some letters between his Excellency and Captain Lynch, all on. the 
same subject, the spirit and tone of which I leave for your own consideration.

In my letter of proceedings I have already informed you that 1 arrived at 
Stanley oh the 18th February. I immediately reported my arrival to the 
Governor, and made him acquainted with your orders to place myself at his 
disposal. He then informed me that he should require my services to bring 
to justice the masters of two American whalers, who he had good information 
to believe had been committing depredations on the West Falkland Islands. 
This information he received from a boat’s crew of six men who had deserted, 
and had made their way to Stanley in a whaleboat belonging to one of the 
vessels.

On Monday, February 20th, I had another interview with his Excellency, 
when he requested I would as soon as possible proceed to New Island, to 
convey the chief constable of these Islands, who was charged with a warrant 
to arrest Captain Clift, of the United States ship “ Hudson,” and Captain 
Eldridge, of the schooner “Washington;” to give him all the assistance 
necessary, and to bring the vessels to Stanley, to wait the issue of proceedings 
against them ; at the same time giving me the inclosed letter (marked No. 1), 
with its inclosure, as my authority for so doing.

On Sunday the 26th, as I was running through Grey Channel to Ship 
Harbour, New Island, I saw a fore-and-aft schooner under sail near Seal 
Island. She appeared to be cruizing for whales, as she was sailing about 
without any apparent purpose. After hoisting American colours to the 
“ Express,” she bore up and ran into Ship Harbour, where she anchored 
shortly before the “ Express,” and where we found a ship moored, sails 
unbent, fore and mizen top-gallant masts on deck, yards pointed to the wind, 
apparently laid up for a considerable time. I afterwards found her to be the 
American whaler “ Hudson,” about 370 tons, and the schooner, her tender, 
the “Washington,” about 120 tons.

Taking with me Lieutenant Bushel and Mr. Harriman, passed clerk, to 
witness what might happen, I accompanied the constable, first on board the 
ship and then the schooner, where he read his warrant and arrested both 
captains. After a little conversation with the captain of the ship, he informed 
me that he was responsible for both vessels. I asked him for the ship’s 
papers, saying he was a prisoner in charge of the constable, and witli his ship 
must go to Stanley to take his trial. No remonstrance was then made. I 
then informed Captain Clift I did not want to take any command of the vessels, 
but, by the Governor’s instructions to me, he must proceed to Stanley as soon 
as possible to take his trial. The same thing occurred on board the schooner.

The inclosed letters will inform you what occurred on the following day 
relative to the two mates of the “ Hudson ” refusing to do duty; I have only 
to repeat here that I did not threaten them ; that the conversation I had with 
them was what is stated by Mr. Harriman, clerk, and Francis Henry Parry, 
chief constable ; also my reason for sending six armed men on board the 
schooner “ Washington.”

In proof that this service has been carried out in a most moderate manner 
tlie greatest good feeling has existed between niAscli and officers, and the 
masters and officers of both vessels; neither did I have the slightest angry 
discussion with either captain. Even the mate, who has since given a depo
sition of my harsh treatment, and threatening to put him m irons, that same 
evening voluntarily came to visit the “ Express, was entertained by some of 
the officers, and invited them on board the “ Hudson ” winch would scarcely 
have been the case had he considered himself harshly dealt with

On the arrival of the schooner an officer from the Gei mantown boarded 
her, asking Lieutenant Bushell if he was in charge; Co which Lieutenant Bushell 
distinctly stated he was not, and was only there as a security for her appearance
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at Stanley. The officer then ordered the schooner to anchor, which she did 
near the sloop, and Lieutenant Bushell went on shore to the Governor.

The inclosed orders to Lieutenants Scovell and Bushell will give you my 
reasons for placing them on board the respective vessels. A marine that was 
with Lieutenant Scovell went as his attendant without either musket or 
ammunition.

The first of Captain Lynch’s letters to me needs no remark ; my answer 
was merely acquainting him that I was acting under the instructions of 
Governor Rennie; that I knew nothing of the depredations committed by his 
countrymen. His next letter to me was a notification that he should require 
further explanations, at the same time declining to return a visit 1 had made 
him, which discourtesy speaks for itself. His third to me, demanding expla
nations, was couched in extraordinary terms ; but being anxious to remove the 
subject of the correspondence, 1 did not hesitate to reply, giving as I thought 
ample explanation for all that had occurred. His reply to that was so impe
rious and boasting, that I considered it my duty not to have any further cor
respondence, with the exception that on the following day forwarding the 
declaration of the constable. My own positive assertion, the statements of 
Lieutenant Bushell and Mr. Harriman, with the declaration of the chief-con
stable, are so diametrically opposite to what was deposed by the men of the 
“ Hudson,” that I am at a loss to imagine what could have induced them to 
depose to such direct untruths.

I may here inform you, Sir, that I made an allusion to superior force in 
the last paragraph of my letter in reply, because I knew that when the 
“Express” came into Stanley harbour the guns of the “Germantown” were 
shotted, and there was also a supply of shot and shell at each of her guns, as 
her commander informed the Governor, for the avowed purpose of sinking the 
“Express” “on the slightest token of interference.” Ou Wednesday, the 
8th ultimo, when the “Express” crossed top-gallant and royal-yards, prepa
ratory to the usual exercise aloft, and commenced hoisting the topsails, the 
“ Germantown ” having shifted her berth shortly before, nearer the settlement, 
and the “Germantown” apparently made demonstrations by hoisting in her 
boats as if to intercept the “ Express” should she attempt to proceed to sea ; 
so that I had sufficient grounds to allude to coercion, which 1 did not with 
regard to my duty, but to my motives for offering explanations.

On Saturday the 11th, a letter sent by the Governor through an officer of 
this ship was declined by Captain Lynch, and returned unopened My letter, 
containing the constable’s declaration, I sent with a message explaining what 
it contained. Mr. Stotherd, who conveyed it, was told by Captain Lynch that 
he (Captain Lynch) felt it bis duty not*to receive any further communication 
from the Governor or the commander of the “ Express consequently, all 
correspondence has ceased, and my visit remains unreturned.

Captain Lynch, at the first interview with the Governor, declared he 
would not allow* the proceedings to take place against his countrymen. How
ever, Captain Clift, of the ship “ Hudson,” assuming the responsibility for 
both vessels, appeared at Court with the United States Commercial Agent, 
Captain S my ley, took his trial, pleaded guilty, and paid his fines without any 
remonstrance. The two American vessels sailed from Stanley on the 13th March, 
as is reported, for the United States, where Captain Clift intends to institute pro
ceedings to get compensation for the breaking up of his \oyage.

I do not think any remarks from me, relative to the correspondence 
between his Excellency the Governor and the Commander of the United States 
sloop-of-war “Germantown,” are necessary, ion will perceive that, my 
explanations, the statements of the officers, and the declaration of the constable, 
confutes each accusation. My reasons for demanding the ship's papers I have 
before explained: viz., a guarantee for the vessels not leaving the port, upon 
the same principle that it is lawful for a constable to use every precaution for 
the security of his prisoners. They were sent on board with Lieutenants 
Scovell and Bushell, with verbal orders that they should be given up when 
required. As it appears a complaint is made that the “ Express ” men took 
their watch on board the schooner, I must inform you that I told Lieutenant 
Bushell he might allow his men to make themselves useful on their passage 
round, as it was better they should do so than remaining idle on board.

Believing I have now made you acquainted with all the circumstances



Sub-In closure 1 in Inclosure 1.

Inclosure in Sub-Inclosure 1 in Inclosure 1.

Notification issued by the United States’ Government.

Department of State, Washington, May 26, 1853.
OFFICIAL information has been received at this department, that the 

British authorities at the Falkland Islands having complained to their Govern
ment that the wild cattle on those islands are frequently killed, and that other 
depredations are committed there, by persons landing from vessels under the 
flag of the United States; it is the intention of the British Government to send

Governor Rennie to Commander Boys,

Sir, Government House> Stanley, Falkland Islands, February 20, 1854.
INFORMATION has reached me that the United States whaling-ship 

“Hudson,” Captain Hiram Clift, with her tender “Washington,” are now 
lying at New Island, and that the captains and crews have committed various 
depredations on the coasts of the Falkland Islands.

2. These and similar aggressions have been the subject of a correspond
ence between Her Majesty’s Government and the United States Government, 
and I now inclose a copy of the notice which has been issued by the latter in 
consequence of the representations of Lord Palmerston, and, subsequently, 
the Earl of Clarendon.

3. I feel, therefore, that it is my duty to request that you will take on 
board the chief constable of this colony, who is charged with a warrant to 
arrest Captains Clift and Eldridge, and to convey the constable to New Island, 
or to such other place within the Falkland Islands as you may find Captain 
Clift and Eldridge, and to give assistance as may be necessary to bring him 
and his vessel or vessels to this place, to wait the issue of the prosecution now 
pending against him. ’

4. I have also to request that you will visit Port Albermarle, to ascertain 
whether any other United States whaler is lying there committing any illegal 
acts: viz., killing wild cattle, pigs, or seals ; and if you should find proof suf
ficient, to bring the master and his vessel likewise to this port, and that he 
may be brought to justice.

5. As I have no accurate means of. knowing to what extent, or by what 
number of vessels, depredations are at this time carried on about the coasts of 
these islands, I must rely on your discretion to act in conformity with the 
wishes of Her Majesty’s Government to put a stop to these outrages as far as 
you can during this cruize.

I have, &c.
(Signed) GEORGE RENNIE, Governor,

connected with the arrests of the captains, detention of the vessels, charges 
against me (principally in the correspondence to the Governor), and having 
received the approval of his Excellency, I trust my proceedings will also meet 
your approbation.

I have, &c.
(Signed) HENRY BOYS, Commander,

P.S. I sent for the officers and men from both vessels on the evening of 
the day of our arrival at Stanley harbour, after consulting with the Governor, 
but I received no intimation to do so from the sloop of war “ Germantown.”

The “ Hudson ” anchored in Port William, not being able to get into 
Stanley harbour until the following day. H. B.
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Commander Boys to Lieutenant Bushell.

(Signed) FI. BOYS.

I

I llclVCj &C 
(Signed) H. BOYS, Commander.
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a force thither, competent to prevent a repetition of such acts. Consequently 
masters of vessels and other citizens of the United States resorting to that 
quarter are warned that, if they commit spoliations in the Falkland Islands, 
they will incur the penalties which may be prescribed therefor.

By Henry Boys, Esq., Commander, FI.M. Sloop “ Express,” and Senior 
Officer present.

1. IT is my directions you proceed on board the American schooner 
“ Washington,” with a party of four men and two marines from Her Majesty’s 
brig “ Express.”

2. You will see that she is conducted safely to Port Stanley, but you are 
not to interfere with the navigation of the vessel unless at the request of the 
captain, or there should be any reason to suspect he is taking her to any other 
port than Stanley, in which case you will take charge of her and conduct her 
to the above-named port.

3. You will use every precaution with respect to the men’s arms, and to 
their having access to spirits should there be any on board.

4. On your arrival you will report yourself to his Excellency Governor 
Rennie, and deliver the captain and vessel over to the civil authorities.

5. With regard to the party of which you are in charge, you will place 
them at the disposal of the Governor, if required, or otherwise lodge them as 
may be most convenient for Her Majesty’s service.

Given under my hand on board Her Majesty’s sloop “ Express,” at Ship 
Harbour, New Island, 27th February, 1854.

Commander Boys to Governor Rennie.

H.M. Brig “ ExpressShip Harbour, New Island, 
Sir, February 27, 1854.

IN compliance with the request in your letter dated Stanley, 20th Feb
ruary, 1854, 1 have the honour to inform you, that I arrived in Her Majesty’s 
brig “Express,” at Ship Harbour, Falkland Islands, on the forenoon of Sunday, 
February 26, and found the American ship “ FI nelson ” lying there, moored, 
with sails unbent, and the schooner “ Washington ” running into the harbour 
at the same time as ourselves.

2. I immediately proceeded on board the ship and schooner, taking with 
me the chief constable of the Falkland Islands, who read his warrants on board 
both vessels, and I have now taken charge of them.

3. Lieutenant Bushell, whom I have sent with a party of six men on board 
the schooner, will inform you of his arrival and his orders with regard to her.

4. The ship “ Hudson ” is now preparing for sea, and I hope to be away 
with her in company on Tuesday the 28th instant.

5. We were at anchor some hours in Bullroads, in consequence of contrary 
winds and threatening weather. We could see there were no vessels in the Bay 
of Flarbours, and Captain Clift, who was at the Arch Islands on Friday the 
24th ultimo, informs me there were no vessels in the neighbourhood.

I shall, therefore, not make any delay in running into Port Albermarle, 
but shall proceed direct to Stanley as soon as the ship “ Hudson ” is ready for 
sea.
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security that she goes direct to

(Signed) H. BOYS.
!
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Commander Boys to Governor Rennie.
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Governor Rennie to Commander Boys.
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I have, &c.
(Signed) H. BOYS, Commander.

j

II

six men from the 
Excellency.

Sir, H.M. Sloop “ Express,” Stanley Harbour, March 3, 1854.
I HAVE the honour to report to you my arrival at this port in company 

with the American whaling-ship “ Hudson,’’ in accordance with the request 
contained in your letter of the 20th February, having sailed from New Island 
on the 1st instant. I have placed Lieutenant Scovell on board the “Hudson,” 
also the chief constable of these islands, as a security for her not going to any 
other port.

The schooner “Washington” sailed from New Island at daylight on the 
28th instant, under the supervision of Lieutenant Bushell and a party of 

“ Express,’’ of which I have already informed your

i i

Sir, Government House, Stanley, Falkland Islands.
I HAVE the honour to acknowledge your letter of yesterday’s date, 

informing me of your having brought into this port the United States whaling
vessels “ Hudson” and “Washington,” the masters of which stand accused of 
committing depredations on the shores of the Falkland Islands, and I have to 
express to you my entire satisfaction of the manner in which you (at my special 
request) performed this disagreeable duty.

I have, &c.
(Signed) G. RENNIE, Governor.

Commander Boys to Lieutenant Scovell.

By Henry Boys, Esq., Commander, H.M. Sloop “ Express,” and Senior 
Officer present.

1. IT is my direction you proceed on board the American ship 
“ Hudson,” taking with you the chief constable of the Falkland Islands, and 
Alfred Elkins, private Royal Marines.

2. You are to consider yourself as a security that she goes direct to 
Stanley, but you are not to interfere with the navigation of the ship, unless 
you have reason to suspect she is attempting to evade Her Majesty’s brig 
“ Express,” who will accompany her on her voyage, in which case you will 
signalise with the boat’s signals by day, or burn a blue light by night, or 
endeavour to make the same known to the brig, who will immediately send 
what assistance may be required to enforce her proceeding on her voyage.

3. Should you arrive before Her Majesty’s brig “Express,’’ you will 
report yourself as soon as possible to his Excellency the Governor, and be

> as to your future movements until the arrival ofguided by circumstances 
the brig.

Given under my hand on board Her Majesty’s sloop a Express,” in Ship 
Harbour, New Island, 28th February, 1854.
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Commander Boys to the Commander of the “ Germantown.”
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! The Commander of the “ Germantown” to Commander Boys.

United States’ Sloop of War “ Germantown,” 
Sir, Port William, March 7, 1854.

GOVERNOR RENNIE, by assuming the responsibility of seizing two 
American whaling-vessels, may exonerate you with your own Government, if it 
be inclined to disregard the law of nations. But in a few days, I wall send 
you copies of depositions, on oath, of the masters and chief officers of the .two 
vessels, which will show that you evinced much zeal, and no little disregard of 
right, in the execution of what you have been pleased to term “ a painful 
duty I will then call upon you for explanation.

C

1 have, &c.
(Signed) W. F. LYNCH, Commander, U.S.N.

Sir, “ Express,” in Stanley Harbour, March 4, 1854.
I HASTEN to reply to your communication of this day’s date, with that 

spirit of moderation and forbearance that can only bring a difficult question to 
a satisfactory conclusion ; and

I have the honour to inform you, that having been sent to the Falkland 
Islands to place myself at the disposal of his Excellency Governor Rennie, 
for the protection and benefit of the colony, it became my painful duty, at his 
request, to convey a civil authority to the Port of Ship Harbour, New Island, 
to make the arrests of the captains of the United States’ ships, “ Hudson” and 
"Washington,” and see the vessels conducted to Stanley harbour to wait the 
issue ofj a prosecution against them for various depredations committed by 
them on the coasts of the Falkland Islands, for the nature and extent of which 
I must refer you to his Excellency.

In performing this unpleasant duty, I assure you, Sir, my object has been, 
and I believe I have acted with all the moderation possible, consistent with the 
service required, viz., bringing the offenders of the laws of a British colony in 
British ports to a judiciary tribunal; and so far from any measures being harsh 
and repulsive, the officers and men were only placed on board as a security for 
the vessels not proceeding to any other port, and with orders not even to inter
fere with the navigation of the vessels.

Trusting that upon further inquiry, you will find you have been mis
informed relative to any aggravating circumstances.

I have, &c.
(Signed) HENRY BOY'S, Commander.

The Commander of the (( Germantown” to Commander Boys.

United States' Ship “ Germantown,” 
Sir, Port William, March 4, 1854.

THE ship “ Hudson” and schooner u Washington,” two American vessels, 
have been seized at New Island, and. as I am informed, under most aggravating 
circumstances, by detachments of officers and men under your command, and 
subsequently brought into this port. I respectfully ask if the seizures were 
made on your own responsibility, or whether you acted under orders from 
Governor Rennie.

It becomes my duty to investigate this painful business, and I entreat you 
to reply to my question in the same spirit in which it is asked—a spirit of 
moderation, which will gladly discover alleviating features where all now 
seems repulsive and harsh.
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I may

W. F, LYNCH, Commander, U.S.N.

Sub-Inclosure 11 in Inclosure 1.

y

Sir,

W. F. LYNCH, Commander, U.S.N.

Inclosure 1 in Sub-Inclosure 11 in Inclosure L

I have, &c. 
(Signed)

The Commander of the “ Germantown” to Commander Boys.

United States9 Sloop of War, “ Gemantown,” Port William 
March 10, 1854.

I INCLOSE herewith the depositions to which I referred in my last, and 
demand why you placed your foot, uninvited, on the decks of the two American 
vessels, and took possession of their papers, and threatened to put two American 
citizens in irons?

Sub-Inclosure 10 in Inclosure 1.

Commander Boys to the Commander of the “ Germantown.” 

gjr “Express,” Stanley Harbour, March 7, 1854.
I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of this 

day’s date, and being conscious of perfect rectitude in my proceedings with 
regard to the arrests of the captains of the two United States vessels, the 
subject of this correspondence, I shall be willing to give any explanations that 
may tend to remove the false impressions under which you appear to be 
labouring. . .

I can only regret you consider the subject a sufficient cause to stop tne 
interchange of courtesies between us.

I have, &c.
(Signed) HENRY BOYS, Commander.

I may seem churlish in declining to return your visit; but, without in
tending to be rude, it would, in my present state of feeling, be absolute 
hypocrisy.

I have, &c.
(Signed) W. F. LYNCH, Commander, U.S.N.

Deposition of the Master of the “ Hudson.99

United States9 Sloop of War, “ Germantown,” Stanley, Port William, 
Falkland Islands, March 8, 1854.

BY this public Instrument of Protest, be it made known and manifest 
unto all whom it doth or may concern, that personally appeared before me, 
Hiram Clift, master of the American whale-ship “ Hudson,” of Mystie, and 
deposed as follows:—

That on or about the 12th day of July, 185*2, he sailed for the Falkland 
Islands and coast of Patagonia, on a whaling and elephanting voyage, and 
arrived in New Bay, on the coast of Patagonia, in October the same year, and 
remained there until November; and in December proceeded to New Island, 
one of the Falkland Islands, and remained there until August, 1853, and then 
returned to New Bay, remained there until October, when he sailed for the 
South Shetlands; but experiencing heavy gales and stormy weather, he bore up 
and ran into Ship Harbour, New Island, there procured water, and proceeded 
to the coast of Terra del Fuego, but not finding shelter, returned to New 
Island on or about the 17th December, 1853.

On the 20th of December a boat’s crew deserted, taking with them a boat 
and all its gear, except the line. That on the 26th day of February, 1854, 
Her Britannic Majesty’s brig “ Express” arrived, and the captain of the brig, 
accompanied by two officers and a sheriff, came on board of the f( Hudson,’’ 
and the captain called for my papers, saying he had some unpleasant business 
wi me, and showed me an order of the Governor to take my ship and the
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Inclosure 2 in Sub-Inclosure 11 in Inclosure 1.

Deposition of the Chief Mate of the “ Hudson.”

schooner “Washington,” and take them to Port Stanley. The sheriff then 
read his warrant. 1 asked the captain if it was necessary to take the ship, and 
volunteered to go in the schooner; but he told me he had positive orders from 
the Governor to bring the ship and the schooner to Stanley. Soon after, I 
went on board of the brig, and again asked the captain to let the ship remain, 
as taking her away would break up the voyage. He replied, that'he had posi
tive orders, and that he had suggested to the Governor it would be suffi
cient to take him, the master of the ship, and the Governor replied that the 
master was of no use without the ship. The next day, my two officers refused 
to fit the ship to come to Port Stanley, unless he. Captain Clift, was restored 
to his command, and the ship’s papers returned to him. The captain of the 
brig replied, that if they refused to work he would take them and put them in 
irons, and make prisoners of them in his vessel. There was placed on board 
the “ Hudson” an officer and a marine, besides the sheriff. Leaving New 
Island on Wednesday, the ship and the schooner, in company with the brig, 
sailed for Port William, and arrived there on the 3rd March.

The said deponent further declares that no resistance was made or 
attempted to be made to resist the civil process, but that he gave himself 
up entirely to the sheriff; and hereby protest against the seizure of the ship 
“ Hudson’’ and the schooner “ Washington.”

(Signed) HIRAM CLIFT.

Sworn before me this 8th day of March, 1854; Captain Clift correcting 
the above so far as placing the demand for the ship’s papers after the reading 
of the warrant.

(Signed) W. F. LYNCH, (Seal)
Commander of the U.S.S. “ Germantown.1*

The United States’ Commercial Agent to these islands not being recog
nized by the authorities of this place, I have taken this deposition as a pre
cautionary measure, being specially authorised thereto by law.

(Signed) W. F. LYNCH.

United States* Sloop of War f< German town,” Stanley, Port William, 
Falkland Islands, March 9, 1854.

BY this public Instrument, be it made known and manifest to all whom 
it cloth or may concern, that personally appeared before me, William 
E. Leeds, chief mate of the American whaling-ship “ Hudson,” of Mystie, State 
of Connecticut, and doth depose and say as follows:—

I am chief mate of the ship “ Hudson,” whereof Hiram Clift is master. 
Whilst at anchor at New Island, one of the Falkland Islands, occupied in our 
lawful pursuit of whaling, on the 26th day of February last, Her Britannic 
Majesty's brig “ Express” arrived there, and a boat from her came alongside, 
and two officers, one of whom proved to be the commander of the brig, and 
a sheriff came on board and descended into the cabin with Captain Clift. 
When the captain of the brig again came on deck, he asked me if I was mate 
of the ship ; I replied, “ I am,” He then said that he was going to take me to 
Stanley. 1 asked “ What for?” He made no reply, but left the ship and went 
on board of the “ Washington.”

On Monday, the next morning, the captain of the brig returned to the 
« Hudson” with his clerk and the sheriff, and the former asked me if I was 
going to work; I told him if the ship was under the command of Captain Clift, 
and *his papers were restored to him, or something to show for it, I was 
willino*. He, Commander Boys, replied, that he was responsible for the ship’s • 
papers to Captain Clift; and that if I refused to fit the ship or go to work, 
he, Commander Boys, would take me on board of his brig, put me in irons, and 
convey me to Stanley, and there send me to prison, and have me tried for 
mutiny. My reply was, “I will do nothing under you or any of your officers
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Deposition of the Second Officer of the “ Hudson.”
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(Signed)

Sworn to before me, on board of the United States sloop of war 
“ Germantown,” in the harbour of Stanley, Port William, Falkland Islands, 
on this 9th day of March, 1854.

(Signed) W. F. LYNCH, (Seal.)
Commander of the U. S, S. “ Germantown.

The United States’ Commercial Agent to these islandsnot being recognised 
by the authorities of this place, I have taken the above deposition as a 
precautionary measure, being specially authorised thereto by law.

(Signed) W. F. LYNCH.
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you send on board, but I am willing to fit the ship if Captain Clift requests 
it.” Commander Boys then said that he would send an officer on board who 
would not interfere with either mine or Captain Clift’s duty.

1 then, at the request of Captain Clift, commenced to fit the ship and get 
ready for sea, and we proceeded to sea in company with the brig “ Express,” 
and arrived at Port William, still in company, on Friday, 3rd of March, And 
I further declare that no resistance was made against the civil authority or to 
the officers of the “ Express.”

WILLIAM E. LEEDS.

The United States’Commercial Agent to this islands not being recognised 
by the authorities of this place, I have taken this deposition as a precautionary 
measure, being specially authorised thereto by law.

(Signed) W. F. LYNCH.

Sworn to before me this 9th day of March, 1854.
(Signed) W. F. LYNCH, (Seal.) 

Commander of the U. S. S. “ Germantown.”

United States Sloop-of-War “ Germantown’' 
Stanley, Port William, Falkland Islands.

BY this public Instrument, be it made known and manifest to all whom it 
may or doth concern, that personally appeared before me, John Silva, second 
officer of the American ship Ci Hudson,” whereof Hiram Clift is master, and 
deposes and says as follows:—

I am second officer of the ship iC Hudson,’’ and we were lying at New 
Island, one of the Falkland Islands, when on Sunday, the 26th of February, 
Her Britannic Majesty’s brig “ Express ” arrived there, and the captain of the 
brig, with another officer and a sheriff, came on board of the “ Hudson,” and 
held a conference with Captain Clift in the cabin, and then came on deck and 
proceeded to the “ Washington.” On Monday, the captain of the 11 Express” 
returned to the “ Hudson ” with the sheriff, and asked me if I was second mate 
of the ship ; I said “ I am.” He then asked me if I refused to fit the vessel; 
I told him I did, when he threatened to put me in irons, and take me to Stanley, 
and have me tried for mutiny. I then told the captain of the brig that I would 
work under Captain Clift, but not under any other officer.

We made no resistance whatever, to either the sheriff or the officers of the 
Express.” We fitted the ship, and proceeded to Stanley in company with 

the “ Express,” and arrived in Port William on the 3rd day of March, 1854.
(Signed) JOHN SILVA.
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Deposition of the Master of the “ Washington.”
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(Seal.) 
Germantown.”

Sworn to before me, tliis 9th day of March, 1854.
(Signed) W. F. LYNCH, 

Commander of U.S.S. “

Commander Boys to the Commander of the “ Germantown ”

Her Britannic Majesty’s Sloop “ Express ” 
Sir Stanley Harbour, March 11, 1854.

BEING anxious to terminate the present unpleasant correspondence, 
relative to the two American whaling-vessels—the cause of it, 1 do not hesitate 
to reply to your rather uncourteous demand,—“ why I placed my foot, un
invited, upon the decks of two American vessels ?” But 1 must premise by 
saying, I was not aware of the slightest impropriety, or even rudeness, in a 
British subject visiting a vessel of the United States, at any time, more especially 
in British waters.

2. In reply to the first part of your letter of yesterday’s date, I must 
refer you to my former communication, dated Stanley, March 4th, in which I 
had the honour to inform you, that at the request of his Excellency Governor 
Rennie, I conveyed a civil officer to New Island, to make the arrests of 
Captains Clift and Eldridge, and to bring their vessels to Stanley harbour, to 
wait the issue of a prosecution against them for depredations committed on the 
coast of the Falkland Islands.

3. On my arrival at Ship Harbour on Sunday, the 26th of February, I 
found both vessels in port. Taking with me Lieutenant Bushell and Mr. 
Harriman, clerk of this ship, as witnesses to the proceedings, I accompanied the 
chief constable, who was charged with the warrants of arrest, on board first, 
the ship “ Hudson,” and then the schooner “ Washington, where both the 
warrants were read in due form.

United States' Sloop of Wai' “ Germantown,”
Off Stanley, Port William, Falkland Islands.

BY this public Instrument, be it made known and manifest to all whom it 
doth or may concern, that personally appeared before me W. F. Lynch, Com
mander of the United States’ sloop of war, a Germantown,” William H. 
Eldridge, master of the American schooner “ Washington,” of Mystie, State 
of Connecticut, and deposes and says as follows:—

I am master of the schooner “ Washington,” and while lying at anchor in 
New Island, one of the Falkland Islands, in the month of February 1854, and 
on Sunday, the 26th day of that month, Her Britannic Majesty’s brig “ Express ” 
arrived there, and the captain of the Ci Express ” came on board with a sheriff, 
and demanded the schooner’s papers, which 1 handed to him. He then told me 
that he would put some men on board and carry the schooner to Stanley. The 
sheriff then read his warrant for my arrest

On Monday, the 27th, an officer and six armed men from the “ Express” 
were put on board of the “ Washington,” and on Tuesday at six, a.m., we got 
under weigh for Stanley, the crew of the man of war standing watch with us, 
until we arrived here on Friday morning. I made no resistance, and threw no 
obstacle in the way of the civil officer performing his duty or serving his war
rant on me.

(Signed) W. H . ELDRIDGE.

The United States’ Commercial Agent to these islands not being recognised 
by the authorities of this place, I have taken this deposition as a precautionary 
measure, being specially authorized by law.

(Signed) W. F. LYNCH.
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4. From the time the constable had read his warrant, both Captains Clift
and Eldridge were his prisoners ; it became my duty to give him the <assistance 
which was necessary ; and I, as commander oi Her Britannic . aj ) g 
“ Express,” was the'instrument by which means only they could be conveyed_to 
the Court, where their cases were to be tried. Then, and not till then, did I 
ask for the ship’s papers (in proof of which I inclose attested copies of the 
statements of the officers who accompanied me), as the most moderate proceed
ing, and the only security for the vessels not attempting an escape, without 
sending an armed force on board, which I was unwilling to do. VI hile the 
vessels were laying in Ship Harbour, I retained their papers, but sent them on 
board when they left the port, to be given up whenever they would be 
required. ... ,

5. To suppose Captains Clift and Eldridge would bring their vessels to 
Stanley without my interference, is to suppose that an offender will go to his 
trial without being compelled, and is preposterous.

6. The fact of my taking their papers is no more than an every-day occur
rence, where ship’s papers are taken and received as a security for the appear
ance of the captain of a vessel, more especially in legal cases, and has been 
done in this port from the same Captain Hiram Clift, on his being fined for 
similar offences on a previous occasion.

7. While on this subject, to show my willingness to bring everything to 
light, I will also explain my reasons for sending six armed men on board the 
schooner “ Washington,” which it was not my original intention to do. In 
conversation with Captain Clift on board his own ship, he said to me, “ J am 
informed if you only send one man on board the schooner, he, Captain 
Eldridge, intends to run away with herand accompanied the remark with a 
request, that I would not let Eldridge know he had acquainted me with this 
circumstance; hearing this, I decided to send an efficient force on board, as 
much for the protection of Captain Clift’s property as to secure the vessels 
going direct to Stanley.

8. With regard to the subject of my threatening to put the two officers of 
the “ Hudson” in irons, they must, from the depositions you have inclosed to 
me, either not understood the English language, or have entirely misconstrued 
my words, as the statement of Mr. Harriman, clerk (inclosed herewith), will 
show. I will how state for your information what passed, but I positively deny 
having threatened to put either of them in irons for not obeying my orders or 
the orders of any of my officers. On Monday, the 27th, Captain Clift came 
on board the “ Express.” to inquire of me “ what he was to do, as both his 
officers had refused to do duty;” I replied, “ I would follow him on board, 
and see what was the cause.” When on board the “ Hudson,” both the officers 
told me “ they would not work, as they understood that 1 was going to take 
command of the vessel;” this I informed them Was not the case, and at the 
same time endeavoured to explain to them, that if they refused to obey the 
orders of their own captain, they would be guilty of an act of mutiny, which 
would also oblige me to take charge of the ship, lake them down in the brig to 
Stanley as prisoners, where I should deliver them over to Captain Smiley, the 
American Consul fas I was then under the impression he was) to be dealt with 
accordingly. . This explanation, not amounting to a threat, was given more to 
induce the officers to return to their duty than to be carried out, and had the 
desired effect, for the fitting of the ship was immediately commenced.

9. I may also remark, for your further information, that in addition to the 
requisition of Governor Rennie, under whose instructions I have been acting 
throughout, and whose approval I have been fortunate enough to secure, I have 
since received orders from my own Commander-in-Chief, Rear-Admiral W. 
W. Henderson, “ that if the master of the ‘ Hudson’ or other trespassers had 
not already been brought to justice, to take steps for that purpose.”

Hoping that you will receive these explanations as they are given, solely 
with a view to remove the present misunderstanding, and not as an act under 
coercion from the presence of a superior naval force,

I have, &c.
(Signed) H. BOYS, Commander.

_________ .—• -
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The Clerk of the “ Express” to Commander Boys.

Sub-Inclosure 13 in Inclosure 1.

A

(Signed) J. M. BUSHELL,
Lieutenant H.M. Brig “Express.”

Her Britannic Majesty's Sloop “ Express,” 
Stanley Harbour, March 10, 1S54.

t on board the American whaling ship
Sunday, the 26th February, 1854, at Ship Harbour, New

Her Majesty's Brig “ Express ” 
Stanley, March 10, 1854.

I HEREBY certify that on Sunday, the 26th of February, I accompanied 
Captain Boys on board the American whaling ship c< Hudson,” as a witness to 
the proceedings against Hiram Clift, the master of that vessel, and state that 
Captain Boys did not offer to take the ship Ci Hudson’s ’’ papers until after the 
civil officer had read his warrant to apprehend the said Clift. Captain Boys, 
on being asked if it could not be arranged in any other manner than taking 
the ship, replied, a No, but I will render you all the assistance in my power to 
get the vessels ready for sea.”

After leaving the ship “ Hudson,” I accompanied Captain Boys on board 
the American schooner “ Washington,” where the civil officer read his warrant 
to apprehend Eldridge, the master of the vessel, when Captain Boys said, “ I 
shall send an officer on board but in neither case did he offer to take the 
papers or place an officer on board until after the civil officer had read his 
warrant.

The Commander of the

United States' Sloop of War “ Germantown,” 
gjr Port William, March 13, 1854.

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your communication 
of the 11th instant, which would have been earlier attended to but that I have 
been occupied since its reception until the present time in preparing despatches 
for the United States.

“ Germantown” to Commander Boys.

I HEREBY certify that I went 
“ Hudson ” on f ’ % ~ ~
Island, with Captain Boys, Lieutenant Bushell, and the chief constable of the 
Falkland Islands, to witness the arrest of Hiram Clift, master of that vessel. 
After the warrant had been read on board both vessels by the chief constable, 
Captain Boys then asked for the ship’s papers, which were handed over to him 
without any remonstrance.

Monday, 27th, I again went on board the “ Hudson ” with Captain Boys; 
the mates refused to do duty, saying that they would not work under the 
orders of one of our officers. Captain Boys distinctly explained to them, that 
it was not his intention to take command of the ship out of Captain Clift’s 
hands, and if they refused to obey the orders of their own captain, he, Captain 
Boys, would be compelled to take charge of the vessel, take them on board the 
brig as prisoners to Stanley, and deliver them over to Captain Smiley, the 
American Consul.

Captain Boys did not at the above conversation threaten to put them 
in irons.

(Signed) JOHN HARRIMAN,
Passed Clerk H.B.M.'s Sloop “Express.”
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In the first place, I have used no personal terms whatever in my corres
pondence with you, and will content myself with intimating to you that the 
word “uncourteous” was uncalled for, and is highly reprehensible. I demanded 
of you, and I would have been wanting to my duty if I had not, “Why you 
placed your foot uninvited on the decks of two American vessels.” v\ ithout 
being aware of it, you have made the best and most available defence by 
avowing your ignorance of the consequences to which you subjected your
self by°the act in question. For your future guidance, I have to inform 
you that vessels bearing the American flag are subject only to tlie jurisdiction 
of the United States wherever they may be, at sea or in port, except, in the 
latter event, when any of the crew have violated the municipal laws of the 
place by injuring any of the inhabitants thereof in person or in property. And 
no one has a right to board an American vessel except a health or a peace 
officer, the latter armed with a writ or a warrant against some one on board. 
In all other respects the flag makes the territory. My countrymen yielded 
themselves up to the constable, and therewith you should have been content— 
instead of which, you stepped forward and assumed his place. I have enjoined 
it upon the officers of these vessels, and desired them to pass the word round 
among their associates, that if they have but one charge of powder and ball on 
board, and any naval officer of any nation except their own, at sea or in port, 
attempts, without leave obtained, to plant his foot upon the deck of a vessel 
protected by the American flag, to shoot him without an instant’s hesitation. 
Had resistance been offered to your illegal interference on the present occasion, 
you would have been either compelled to abandon \ our purpose or resort to 
force, and, in the latter event, my path would have been a plain one.

Your 2nd paragraph having no reference to my questions, I pass it by 
with the simple remark, that after repeated ineffectual efforts to obtain an 
answer from his Excellency why the American vessels were seized, I have, 
wearied with his non-committal replies, declined receiving any further commu
nication from him.

Nor can I see anything pertinent to the subject in your 3rd paragraph, 
as what you consider “due form ” may prove to have been very informal. Of 
Mr. Harriman I will speak when I come to your 8th paragraph. Lieutenant 
Bushell is implicated in these proceedings, and will be rendered a party to the 
suit, and his mere certificate is therefore of little worth.

Admitting the correctness of your opening sentence of the 4th para
graph, that Captains Clift and Eldridge became prisoners under the charge of 
the constable after the warrant was served, I cannot perceive the necessity of 
your becoming an active instrument in their removal. You might have given 
the constable and his prisoners a passage in the “ Express,” but where was your 
authority for seizing American property ? Did the constable swear you in as 
his deputy, that you took it upon yourself to demand the ship’s papers, and to 
bring these vessels to this port ?

Your 5th paragraph supposes the necessity of the ship’s being brought to 
this place, but as that outrage was perpetrated solely by order of the Governor, 
without a colourable pretext of law, without the exhibition of any legal 
authority whatever, I deny that necessity, and feel persuaded that you will yet 
be sadly convinced of your error.

In reply to your 6th paragraph, I beg leave, for information of yourself 
and brother officers, to say, that the every-day occurrences to which you allude 
will not be tolerated towards the smallest American vessel which navigates the 
ocean, and that the act of a magistrate, the representative of the majesty of 
the law, and that of a mere naval officer, are two very different things.

1 have nothing to say in reply to your 7th paragraph, save that Captain 
Clift neither desired or asked you to send armed men on board of the 
“ Washington,” and did not stand in need of your assistance to take care of 
his property.

As to your threats to put the officers of the ship in irons, the statement of 
your clerk, a dependent on yourself, is entitled to little credit in opposition to 
the sworn depositions of Captain Clift, his chief, second officer, and the cooper 
of the “ Hudson,” the deposition of the latter being herewith inclosed. 1 have 
examined these officers again, and read your statement to them, and they 
unanimously declare that it is not correct, and are most positive in the assertion 
that you did not mention or make any allusion to Captain Smyley, and never



17

Inclosure in Sub-Inclosure 13 in Inclosure 1.

W. F. LYNCH.

E

once spoke in their hearing of the American Consul. These are the points on 
which, professionally and individually, you will be held amenable to your 
Government and to a court of law, and I leave you to their decision, well 
knowing that my own Government will not permit such an outrage to pass 
unpunished.

I cannot congratulate you on your having attained the approbation of 
Governor Rennie, for, in my opinion, such another approval will be your 
absolute ruin. Nor can I understand what “ steps ” Rear Admiral Henderson 
contemplated in his instructions. If he means legal steps, you have gone 
beyond them ; if illegal ones, he would have been in the same category with 
yourself.

Your 10th paragraph disappoints me, as it pour trays an officer of a service 
with such a prestige as yours admitting, even to himself, the possibility that 
the presence of a superior force could coerce him from a line of duty.

Altogether you have played a perilous game, for I frankly confess to you, 
that under my instructions “ promptly to redress aggressions on American 
commerce,” had it not been for Mr. Marcy’s notice (on which it seems you 
relied as well as his Excellency, for you read it when you made the seizures), 
1 would have considered and treated you as a pirate. On the other hand, had 
your force been greater, you would (I doubt not your bravery) have resisted 
my taking the vessels from you; in which event, allowing for the accidents of a 
combat, I feel sure, from the spirit of indignation which fired the bosom of 
every one on board of this ship, that, with whatever loss to ourselves, you would 
have been utterly demolished.

I am, &c.
(Signed) W. F. LYNCH, Commander, U.S.N.

Deposition of the Cooper of the “Hudson."

United States' Sloop of War “ Germantown," off Stanley,
Fort William, Falkland Islands, March 13, 1854.

BY this public Instrument be it made known to all whom it. doth or may 
concern, that personally appeared before me the commander of the above- 
named ship, Charles Thomas Moore, cooper on board of the American whaling 
ship “ Hudson,” whereof Hiram Clift is master, and deposes and says as 
follows:—

I am cooper on board the ship “ Hudson.” On Monday morning, 27th 
February,. 1854, Captain Boys came on board of the “ Hudson,” with the sheriff 
and a young man, who I afterwards learned was clerk to the former ; and I 
heard the chief mate (in reply to something Captain Boys had said to him, but 

. which I did not understand) refuse to go to work unless Captain Clift com
manded the ship, when Captain Boys said that he had plenty of meh to fit the 
ship, and if he had to do it, he would send him, the chief mate, on board of 
the brig, put him in irons, and carry him to Stanley to be tried for mutiny; 
and I further declare that the words “ Captain Smyley,” or “American Consul,” 
or anything like them, were not used in my hearing.

(Signed) CHARLES THOMAS MOORE.

Sworn before me this 13th day of March, 1854.
(Signed) W. F. LYNCH, (L.S.)

Commander, U.S.N.
The United States’ Commercial Agent not being recognised by the’autho- 

rities here, I have taken the above deposition as a precautionary measure, 
being authorized thereto by law.

(Signed)
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Sub-Inclosure 14 in Inclosure 1.

“ Germantoion.”

Declaration of the Chief Constable of the Falkland Islands.

FRANCIS HENRY PARRY, chief constable, declares, that he received a 
warrant from the undersigned Justice of the Peace, for the arrests of Captains 
Clift and Eldridge, and that he went to New Island in Her Britannic Majesty’s 
sloop “ Express” to serve the warrant; when I got there, I went on board the 
ship “ Hudson,” the 26th of February last, and immediately before anything was 
done I read to Captain Clift the warrant for his apprehension, and I arrested him ; 
after that Captain Boys said that he had some instructions, but I did not pay 
particular attention to them, and Captain Boys asked for the ship’s papers, this 
was after I had read my warrant, and Captain Clift gave them to him ; this all 
took place in the ship’s cabin. We then left, and went on board the schooner 
“ Washington.” 1 at once read the warrant to Captain Eldridge, and his 
papers were asked for afterwards by the captain of the brig, and he gave them 
up to the captain.

On Monday, the 27th, I again went on board the “ Hudson ” with Captain 
Boys. Some of the crew had knocked off work ; the mate and second mate were 
called, and they came, and the captain of the brig asked what was the reason 
that they had knocked off work; the mate said he understood there was an 
English officer coming on board to take charge of the ship; Captain Boys told 
him there was no officer coming to take charge; most likely there would be an 
officer come on board, but would have nothing to do with the ship, Captain 
Clift would have the same charge as ever; the captain (Captain Boys) told 
him, if he wouldn’t work he would have to take him on board as a prisoner, 
and take him to Stanley and deliver him over to his consul, Captain Smyley. 
The mate said as long as Captain Clift had charge of the ship, they would work, 
as they came out under him, and would work for nobody else. They then turned 
to; I came up in the ship, I heard nothing said by Captain Boys about putting 
the men in irons; no irons mentioned. There was an officer present besides 
Captain Boys, 1 don’t know his name. When we arrived at Port William, 
Captain Clift left the ship in his own boat; he did not tell me he was going 
away; he did not ask my leave; I remained on board for some hours and I 
came ashore without Captain Clift, he was not aboard when I came ashore.

(Signed) F. H. PARRY.

Declared before me by the above-named Francis Henry Parry, chief con
stable at Stanley, Falkland Islands, this 14th day of March, 1854.

(Signed) J. R. LONGDEN, Justice of Peace.

Commander Boys to the Commander of the

Her Britannic Majesty s Sloop “Express ” 
Sir, Stanley Harbour, March 14, 1854.

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of yester
day’s date.I inclose a copy of a declaration of the chief constable of the Falkland 
Islands, and have to inform you, by the English law, it is an indictable offence 
for a Justice of the Peace to administer an oath until legal proceedings have 
commenced, or such would have been done.

I have, &c.
(Signed) H. BOYS, Commander.
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Statement of Lieutenant Bushell.
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Sub-Inclosure 16 in Inclosure 1.

Governor Rennie to the Commander of the “ Germantown”

“Express ” Stanley Harbour, March 16, 1854.
I HEREBY certify that when a lieutenant of the United States sloop-of- 

war “ Germantown,” accompanied by a midshipman, boarded the schooner 
Washington ” on her arrival in this port, lie asked me, “ If I was in charge 

of the vessel?” I replied, “No, the master of her is still in charge; I am 
only placed here to see that she anchors in this port.” He then went and 
ordered the master to anchor his vessel near the “ Germantown,” but did not, 
either directly or indirectly, desire me to quit the schooner.

And I further state, that I did not prevail upon the master of the schooner 
to hoist his flag ; I merely replied in answer to a question from him concerning 
hoisting it: “ Yes, I suppose you had better do so.”

(Signed) J. M. BUSHELL,
Lieutenant H.M.'s Sloop “Express ”

Government House, Stanley, Falkland Islands, 
Sir, March 6, 1854.

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge your letter of this day’s date.
2. With respect to the part which Commander Boys, of Her Majesty’s 

sloop “ Express,” has taken relative to the execution of a warrant issued by 
the magistrate of this colony to bring to trial two masters of American vessels, 
charged with depredations on the coasts of these islands under my government, 
I have to inform you that Commander Boys acted entirely by my direction and 
according to the instructions which he received from me ; and therefore, what
ever may be the consequences of his acts, I assume the entire responsibility 
of them.

3. I had the honour to place in your hands a copy of the public notice 
issued by the Secretary of State of the United States, in which it is clearly 
intimated to all citizens of the United States that, “ If they commit spoliations 
in the Falkland Islands they will incur the penalties prescribed therefor.” 1 
now, in addition to that document, inclose a copy of a letter to Mr. Crampton, 
the British Minister at Washington, from Mr. L. Marcy, the United States 
Secretary of State, which accompanied the copy of the notice above alluded to 
when communicated to Mr. Crampton.

4. Mr. L. Marcy’s letter and his public notice leave me no doubt as to 
the entire acquiescence of your Government in the determination of the British 
Government to put an effectual stop to a continued series of unlawful acts 
committed by American citizens in this colony. The proceedings which I have 
felt it to be my duty to take, appear to me to be strictly in fulfilment of the 
instructions which 1 have received from my Government, and in accordance 
with the powers I possess as Governor of a British Colony.

5 I am quite unaware of any harsh steps which have been taken in bring
ing the two whaling vessels into this harbour; on the contrary, the greatest 
o-ood feeling seems to have existed throughout between both the masters of the 
vessels and Captain Boys and his officers, and both vessels entered the harbour 
with the American colours flying. I am, therefore, quite unprepared to admit 
that either “ outrage ” or injustice has been committed in the unpleasant duty 
which I regret that it has fallen on me to execute.

° I have &c.
(Signed) GEORGE RENNIE, Governor.
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The Commander of the a Germantown" to Governor Rennie,

United States9 Sloop of War “ Germantown," off Stanley, Port William., 
Sir, Falkland Islands, March 7, 1854.

I ACKNOWLEDGE the receipt of your letter of yesterday, in reply to 
mine of the same date.

Your assumption of a grave responsibility may exonerate Commander 
Boys with his own Government, but cannot screen him from the consequences 
of a gross violation of the law of nations. I hold him as guilty of a quasi act of 
war, which may possibly admit of such explanation as will justify me in 
proceeding to report the circumstance to my commanding officer, instead of 
resenting it before I leave these waters.

While making this investigation, I struggle as against the feelings of one 
who has personally received a mortal affront and cannot on the instant 
resent it. Nevertheless it shall be rny earnest endeavour to treat your 
Excellency with the respect which is due to your exalted position, and if a 
strong expression should escape me, I beg you not to ascribe it to intentional 
rudeness. I know the majesty of the law, have been brought up to revere it, 
and feel that in my present trying position, I must have its sanction for every 
step I take ; hence my circumspection,, even while my spirit writhes under an 
indignity as yet unredressed.

The reply of your Excellency is not an explicit one; I wish to know for 
the information of the United States’ Government, what were the depredations 
to which you allude ? And why two American vessels were seized while 
pursuing their lawful occupation ? Thus far you have only given me verbal 
information couched in general terms.

The copy of the public notice to which you refer, and that of Mr. 
Marcy’s letter which you have transmitted, seems to me to have no bearing on 
the subject, as I am prepared to prove when 1 know specially for what my 
countrymen have been arrested. The eminent statesman who wrote that letter 
is not one to countenance the shadow of a pretext to annoy our commerce ; 
and having recently and most triumphantly vindicated American rights in 
another quarter, holds himself ready, 1 am sure, to exert the same transcendent 
talents in demolishing a claim scarce less despotic.

The United States, ample in their domain, prefer no claim to these 
inhospitable rocks and bays, but their Government will, if I mistake not, 
maintain the unrestricted right of its citizens to use the uninhabited islands of 
this group for the purposes of their fishing and refreshment of their vessels, 
and to navigate their bays and straits and circumjacent seas.

As to the rights of British sovereignty over these islands, my commanding 
officer could not when I left him instruct me, and so I stated verbally to your 
Excellency; T am not authorised by him either to admit or deny it. Neither 
could the United States Charge d’Affaires to the Argentine Republic advise me ; 
but he assured me that the Government to which he was accredited had not 
and would not relinquish its claim to these islands.

This is a question I am not authorised to discuss ; if I were availing myself 
of the arguments advanced by the British statesmen in the Nootka Sound Treaty, 
in 1790, I could show that your Government is excluded from occupying any 
of the Falkland Islands, so long as the stipulation contained in the 6th Article 
of that Treaty remains in force. The stipulation is, that neither party should 

. in future make any settlements on the eastern or western coasts of South America 
or the adjacent islands to the south of the same coasts and islands then occupied 
by Spain, though the subjects of both were at liberty to land on any of those 
coasts and islands, and to erect habitations only for the purposes of their fishery.

I could also further quote the language of the British Commissioners in 
their statement presented to Air. Gallatin, during-, the negotiations at London in 
1826, respecting the north-west coasts of North America, viz., that the Con
vention of 1790 was for ever binding on both parties, or their representatives, 
and whether resting on priority of discovery, or derived from any other 
consideration, had been definitively set at rest by the signatureof that Convention. 
I now only repeat what I said when I first saw your Excellency, in reply to
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what you then advanced respecting the claim of Great Britain, for the purpose 
of impressing it on you that it is not an indisputable one.

Your Excellency must indeed have been ill-informed when pleading igno
rance of any harsh proceedings attendant on the seizure of the two American 
vessels.

A very plain statement, corroborated by the accompanying depositions 
under oath of the masters and chief officers of these vessels, will place the 
matter in a more serious light than you have yet imagined.

On the 26th February, Her Majesty’s sloop “Express” arrived at New 
Island, off which one of the American whalers was, while her consort remained 
at anchor to try out oil, &c. Their prospects were encouraging, as the 
month of March, which is the most auspicious of the season, was then fast 
approaching.

It was at this critical time, when an hour is worth a day of an earlier or 
later season, that Commander Boys boarded the vessels successively ; read to 
Captains Clift and Eldridge the order of your Excellency to bring their vessels 
to this port, and demanded and received and retained their papers.

After the above violation of the territory of the United States—for the 
flag makes the territory—the sheriff read his warrant, and arrested my 
countrymen. Both submitted without hesitation, but Captain Clift, who is part 
owner of, and responsible for, both vessels, requested Captain Boys to bring 
himself (Captain C.) with Captain Eldridge in the “Washington” to this 
place, but not to break up the voyage by taking the tC Hudson” from her 
cruising ground. He was refused.

Moved afterwards by the appalling dread of the utter ruin which such a 
measure would entail upon him, he followed Commander Boys to the “ Ex
press,” and again earnestly preferred his request. The reply was, that the 
order of your Excellency was a peremptory one.

This took place on Sunday, 26th February. The following day, Com
mander Boys ordered the first and second officers of the “ Hudson” to fit her 
out for the purpose of bringing her to this port; and on their very proper 
refusal, he threatened that if they did not, he would send them on board of the 
“ Express,” there put them in irons, and when they reached Stanley, confine 
them in prison, and try them for mutiny!!!

Besides the sheriff, an officer and a marine from the “ Express” were put 
on board of the “ Hudson,” and an officer and six armed men on board of the 
“Washington;” and both vessels, with the “Express” in company (the latter 
keeping close to’ the “ Hudson”), sailed for this place.

It is insulting to say that there was no coercion, and it is a mocking insult 
to speak of the vessels coming into this port with their colours up. The master 
of the “Washington” (shame on him!) was prevailed on to hoist the American 
flag while his papers were in the carpet-bag of an English naval lieutenant— 
papers which were afterwards returned to the master in the presence of a 
lieutenant of the “ Germantown.’’ But the “ Hudson” did not hoist her colours 
until after she came to anchor, and a boat from this vessel was seen rounding 
the point with the American ensign flying.

The officer whom I sent to the vessels on their first arrival, were instructed 
to pay every respect to any civil officer, but to make prisoners of any officers or 
men of the British Navy on board, should the} attempt to keep possession, and 
I was prepared to sink the “Express” on the slightest token of interference.

These are the facts, which will be substantiated by the papers I inclose; 
and I again demand, for the information of the United States’ Government, 
what are the misdemeanours of which my countrymen are accused, and on what 
grounds ; by what authority two American vessels were forcibly seized while 
pursuing their lawful occupation ?

I have, &c.
(Signed)
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Sub-Inclosure 18 in Inclosure 1.

(i Germantown" to Governor Rennie.

United States' Sloop “ Germantown ” off Stanley, Port William, 
March 10, 1854.

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Excellency’s 
communication of the 8th instant. .

2. Your Excellency does well to drop the discussion of your rignt to 
exercise jurisdiction in these islands beyond your immediate settlement, and 1 
trust that your present moderation on that point, so different from your tone 
when I first saw you, may be construed into an indication that you begin to 
see your error. In my last communication I repeated what I had said to you 
verbally, from the apprehension that your Excellency might yet be labouring 
under the same hallucination.

3. It has not been my purpose to expose your Excellency to ridicule,. for 
I attributed the wildness of your language, during our only official interview, 
rather to a temper little subjected to control, than to unpardonable ignorance; 
but since you seek to implicate me instead of exonerating yourself, I will not 
spare you, saving so far as official etiquette requires; and if I seem moved at 
the audacious seizure of two American vessels by your authority, your 
Excellency must bear in mind that the wrong doer is not permitted to 
measure the resentment of the party aggrieved, and that an elaborate, but 
insincere, courtesy only aggravates an injury when reparation is at the same 
time withheld.

4. We arrived here early on the afternoon of the 2nd instant, but from 
loss of sleep and exposure I was too weary to visit the shore that day. Early 
the next morning, however, I sent a note to the United States’ Commercial 
Agent, requesting him to accompany me in a call upon you, and very soon 
afterwards a circumstance occurred which rendered it necessary to expedite 
the call. That circumstance I will give as recorded in extractsfrom the log
book of this ship :—

“At 8 40 a.m., a schooner stood into the offing with an American flag 
flying at the main. Hailed her, and found that she was from the Falkland 
Islands, with an English lieutenant and crew on board. Sent a commissioned 
officer on board of her to re-capture her in case she had been captured by the 
English. Found that she had been seized by the authorities for committing 
some depredations, but not in charge of English lieutenant, he merely being on 
board (according to his statement) to see that she anchored in this port. The 
English lieutenant and crew were ordered to leave, first having delivered 
up the schooner’s papers to the captain. Left the vessel in charge of her own 
crew. A brig and ship off’ the harbour, beat to quarters, and shotted 
the guns.”

5. Directly after this occurrence I hastened to your Excellency and 
demanded the reasons of this outrage which had been committed on American 
commerce. Your Excellency claimed the right to interfere therewith on the 
strength of a public notice from Mr. Marcy, Secretary of State for the United 
States, which you showed me. When I expressed the opinion that the notice 
would not sustain you in the construction you put upon it, your Excellency became 
very much excited, and asked, with some warmth, if I denied the sovereignty 
of Great Britain over these islands ? I replied, that I was not authorised by my 
commanding officer either to admit or deny it; but added that instructions 
from the United States on the subject had been asked for, and might soon be 
expected, and urged your Excellency not to make it a point of discussion; 
but you insisted upon it, and during the conversation which ensued, I 
advanced what was in part embodied in my last communication. In the 
course of the discussion your Excellency at one time maintained that you had 
the right, if you pleased to exercise it, to drive American merchant vessels 
from any part of these islands; and when I reminded you of Treaty obligations, 
your Excellency declared that you had nothing to do with them; that these 
were Crown islands, and your authority was despotic here. The United 
States’ Commercial Agent, who was present, can testify to the very words. 
In vain I urged your Excellency to disavow your proceedings in seizing the
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two American vessels, and to make reparation to their captains for the delay 
and inconvenience to which they had been subjected.

6. In the hope that a night’s reflection might have a favourable effect 
upon you, I consented to meet you again the next morning; but in the mean 
time the ship “ Hudson ” had also arrived, and as I was about retiring for the 
night I learnt some aggravating circumstances attendant on her seizure; that, 
in connexion with the language you had used, which, the more I pondered on 
it, seemed less and less excusable, determined me to have no personal inter
course with your Excellency ; and the next morning I sent an officer to 
notify you thereof. Since then our communications have been in writing, and 
they will speak for themselves.

7. This matter has become more and more aggravated the more I have 
examined it. At first, I was led to believe that my countrymen had committed 
some grave misdemeanours, which might perhaps lead to the forfeiture of their 
vessels ; but after the repeated demand, why American commerce is molested? 
all that I can extract is, “ Pigs! pigs ! Her Majesty’s pigs '. ”

8. The high misdemeanours with which my countrymen are charged, 
dwindle down, it seems, to killing “ wild pigs,” in the phraseology of the war
rant, a copy of which is before me. Without commenting on the spirit which 
can actuate the Representative of the Majesty of Great Britain in seizing an 
A merican ship because their crews, unconscious of offence (for notice was not 
given), killed a few wild pigs on a distant and uninhabited island, I will pro
ceed, seriatim, to notice your Excellency’s reply.

9. Captains Clift and Eldridge left the United States in July, 1852, and, 
up to the time of their seizure, pursued their perilous occupation in the open 
sea, or on the bleak coasts of Patagonia and Terra del Fuego, or among the 
distant islands of this group, far away from any human habitation ; and could 
not have heard of your Ordinance or of Mr. Marcy’s notice, the latter having 
been issued ten months after their departure from the United States.

10. The Ordinance under which the captains were arrested was passed in 
October last, and in the following month of December six of the crew of the 
a Hudson” arrived here in a boat, which, together with its gear, they had stolen 
from that ship. On their malicious depositions, thieves and deserters as they 
were, whose evidence would be strictly questioned, if not rejected as inadmis
sible by a court of justice, a missive was sent 1,500 miles for a man-of-war ; 
and immediately upon her arrival, a warrant was made out, and she was sent 
to enforce it. That warrant charges with killing thirty wild pigs in August 
1853. Captain Clift acknowledges only having killed twenty-two pigs in the 
previous month of April, nearly one year ago—three months before the time 
named in the warrant, and six months prior to the date of the Ordinance.

11. I need not remind your Excellency that, by the law of England, “ a 
warrant, and the complaint upon which it is founded, to be legal, must not only 
state the name of the party, but also the time, place, and nature of offence, with 
reasonable certainty ; and that a prohibition ought to be known, as well as 
the penalty annexed to disobedience ; and those who are ignorant of it, ought to 
be informed of it when they approach to enter the country.” No such notice was 
given, and the United States’ Commercial Agent informs me that, to his ques
tion, “ If the Ordinance was proclaimed in the settlement?” the magistrates 
could not give a satisfactory reply.

12. Mr. Marcy’s notice, on which you so confidently rely, will not, I 
am confident, bear the strained construction you give to it, in making the word 
“ spoliations” cover the killing a few wild pigs. My countrymen have appeared 
before your magistrates, confessed frankly what they did, and paid the fine 
which was exacted ; and Captain Clift, in consideration of the time already 
lost, and that which must elapse before he can again reach his cruizing ground, 
against tlie prevailing winds and currents, has determined to return to the 
United States, when his owners will bring suit against the parties concerned in 
breaking up his voyage.

13. Your Excellency is in error, when you say that an officer of the 
« Germantown,” whom you presume was acting under my orders, took Captain 
Clift out of the custody of the chief constable on board of the “ Hudson,” and 
removed him to the “ Germantown.” The youngest officer of this ship was 
sent by me to Captain Clift, with a verbal message requesting to see him. Im
mediately after delivering the message the officer returned, and Captain Clift,
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with the consent of the sheriff, came on board in his own boat, as his depo
sition herein inclosed will testify.

14. Your Excellency is equally in error in saying’ that I was induced to 
take the course (which I did not take) from the overwhelming physical force 
at my command. When I first saw you, you made the same, certainly not 
high-spirited remark ; and when I expressed to your Excellency my regret 
that you had not a force at least equal to that which stood ready to protect the 
interests of the United States against any force whatever, your uncourteous 
repetition of the same remark confirms with me the assertion of an acute 
observer of human nature, that a man rarely suspects another of that of which 
he is himself incapable. As to the impression in the colony, our information 
differs; for I learn from various sources, that a majority, the poor in especial, 
rejoice at the difficulty in which you are involved, and will be by no means 
grieved should your removal be the consequence. Your Excellency is, I 
understand, on the daily look-out for a frigate ; when she arrives, I ask your 
Excellency to inquire of her commander whether I attempt to depreciate him 
by saying that he has an overwhelming physical force at his disposal. I can 
make allowance for the acrimony from whence your insinuation proceeds, for 
you have been check-mated in an attempt to break up the American fishery.

15. The depositions mentioned in your 6th paragraph can only be those 
of thieves and deserters, on whose testimony the warrant was issued. 1 have 
to inform your Excellency that the United States’ Commercial Agent has also 
the depositions of these very men, wherein they deny that Captains Clift or 
Eldridge know anything of seals being killed ; but that, on the contrary, the 
crew were expressly forbidden to kill them, not from regard to any ordinance, 
for they had not heard of one, but to confine them to legitimate pursuits of sea 
elephants and whales.

16. If the British Crown claims the seal-rookeries on. these islands, it 
claims the seals also, for these amphibious animals can only be taken on the 
land ; I do not therefore think that you are entitled to credit for forbearance, 
where an effort to enforce your claim without the immediate waters of your 
settlement would have been sternly resisted.

17. Your 7th paragraph charges Captain Clift with having been fined 
45Z. in 1849 for killing cattle. This very circumstance, which you think so 
militates against him, is, in my opinion, in his favour. In 1849 he came into 
this port with some fresh beef hanging to the stern of his ship, and for the 
first time heard of the prohibition to kill “ wild cat-tie/' which he had been 
accustomed to do for years. When asked by the magistrate about it, he made 
no concealment, but frankly told how many he had killed, and paid the fine 
which was exacted.

18. If, as was asserted by your magistrate, when the ex-post-facto 
operation of the Pig Ordinance of October 1853 was objected to, Captain 
Clift was amenable to the prior one under which he had been fined, why was 
he not then notified that the word “ cattle” would be construed to include pigs 
also.

19. Captain Clift is a timid, innocent man, one not easily roused to resent 
an aggression, and therefore, 1 presume, scarce thought it worth his while to 
resort to the expensive process of the law to recover back a fine, however 
illegally imposed, and therefore did not prosecute the matter on his return. 
But in the present matter his resolution is made, and the slowly-reached 
resolution of a quiet man is not easily shaken.

20. Your Excellency prohibits sealing on these islands, and in a commu
nication yesterday addressed to the United States’ Commercial Agent, you say 
that you will communicate with Her Majesty’s Government “as to the precise 
limits to which Great Britain will limit the rights of whaling.”

21. On this subject I have to inform your Excellency that by the law of 
nations, “it may happen that a nation is contented with possessing only certain 
places, or appropriating to itself certain rights, in a country that has not an 
owner, without being solicitous to take possession of the whole country. In 
this case another nation may take possession of what the first has neglected, 
but this cannot be done without allowing all the rights by the first to subsist 
in their full and absolute independence.”—(Vattel, book ii, chap. 7, page 170.) 
The above is an exact application to the present case. The United States 
have not thought proper to take possession of this group of islands, but have



I

25

Inclosure 2.

Governor Rennie to Rear-Admiral Henderson.

by sending a force

G

I

used them for a longer period and more extensively than all other nations 
combined, for the purposes of their fishery, and refreshments of their ships’ 
crews; and until I am further instructed, I will not without a struggle permit 
that right to be invaded.

22. Tins group of islands, some 200 in number, are spread over one and 
a half degrees of latitude and four degrees of longitude, aud with their 
harbours, bays, and straits, embrace an area of nearly 9000 square miles; and 
for a Governor of a very small settlement in the remotest eastern point of the 
entire group to assume absolute sovereignty over the whole, with the monopoly 
of their adjacent fisheries, reminds one—your Excellency will pardon me—of 
the fly, which looking down from the dome of St. Peter’s, fancied that the 
immense structure was reared expressly for its accommodation.

I am, &c.
(Signed) W. F. LYNCH, Commander, U.S.N.

Government House, Stanley, Falkland. Islands, 
Sir, January 12, 1854.

I HAVE had frequent occasions to bring under the notice of Her 
Majesty’s Government the depredations of United States’ American whaling 
ships on the coasts of the Falkland Islands; and although the remonstrances 
of Lord Palmerston, and subsequently the Earl of Clarendon, through the 
British Minister at Washington, have led to a public notice (a copy of which 
is inclosed), on the part of the United States’ Secretary of State, warning 
their subjects engaged in those spoliations, that they must take the conse
quences of their illegal proceedings, I regret to say that from the absence of 
any naval force at my disposal, I am quite unable to put any effectual stop to 
the injuries they inflict on Government property, as well as that of the settlers 
of these islands.

Six deserters from the United States’ ship “ Hudson,” and from her 
tender, the schooner “ Washington,” have just come into this town. They 
depose that the master (Hiram Clift) has lately stolen a large number of pigs 
belonging to the Falkland Islands Company, and likewise destroyed a great 
many" seals on the Crown rookeries, besides other depredations. The 
“ Hudson” is moored in Ship Harbour, New Island, and partly dismantled, 
she serving as a depdt for the whales or elephants captured by the schooner, 
which is constantly cruizing around our coasts.

Four years ago Captain Clift entered this harbour, when 1 arrested him, 
and proved that he had captured a considerable number of cattle, for which 
he was fined 50Z. So far, however, from this operating as a warning, he no 
sooner was released than he showed a paper to his crew which he asserted 
was a permission from me to continue to take the cattle, and I have every 
reason to believe that he extended his operations very largely.

I am of course unaware of the precise instructions which you have 
received from the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty on the subject of 
affording me the necessary assistance to repress and punish these lawless 
marauders; but you may suppose from the tenour of the notice of the United 
States’ Government, that very strong representations have been made by Her 
Majesty’s Government on the subject; and I trust you will view it as I do 
(with great deference), that no exigency of the public service can be more 
urgent than to protect British territory from aggression, and to punish the 
plunderers of the property of British subjects.

Earnestly requesting that you will promptly aid me 
to bring to justice these marauders,

I have, &c.
(Signed) GEORGE RENNIE, Governor.
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Sir, “ Centaur,” Rio de Janeiro, February 11, 1854.
I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Excellence’s letter 

of the 12th ultimo.
I have every hope that the presence of Her Majesty’s sloop “ Express ” at 

the Falkland Islands will have enabled you, ere this, to take measures against the 
commission of further depredations by the master of the United States’ whaling 
ship “ Hudson,” and for bringing him to justice on those complained of. I have, 
however, instructed Commander Boys to take such steps as the case may seem 
to require.

Beyond the general instructions I hold for co-operating with you in the 
execution of such measures as may be deemed necessary for the preservation 
of the lands, fisheries, and wild cattle from trespass and destruction, I have 
nothing precise; but bearing upon the case in point, I find among the archives 
of the station, two letters from the Under-Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, 
dated as far back as 1837, with respect to the conduct to be observed towards 
American whalers resorting to the Falkland Islands. Copies of these, I have 
forwarded to Commander Boys, for his information and guidance, and have 
directed him to present them to your Excellancy for your perusal.

1 have, fee.
(Signed) W. W. HENDERSON, 

Rear-Admiral and Commander-in-Chief.

Rear-Admiral Henderson to Commander Boys.

Sir, “ Centaur” at Rio de Janeiro, February 11, 1854.
I H A VE no doubt his Excellency the Governor of the Falkland Islands will 

have already communicated to you the nature of the representation he addressed 
me on the 12th ultimo, respecting depredations said to have been committed by 
the master of the United States’ whaling ship “ Hudson,” and I hope your 
opportune arrival in the “ Express ” will have enabled him to concert measures 
with you for preventing the unjustifiable proceedings complained of.

The view taken by Her Majesty’s Government of similar depredations 
which occurred as far back as 1837, will be seen in the accompanying copy of 
a letter from the Under Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, dated 1st 
December, 1837, and which 1 send for your information and guidance. I also 
inclose copy of a letter from the same department, dated 5th July of that year, 
relative to the conduct to be observed with regard to foreign vessels fishing at 
the Falkland Islands; and I apprehend the course recommended in those two 
documents is sufficiently clear for your guidance in the present instance, 
without more precise instructions from me.

Sub-Inclosure in Inclosure 2.

Copy of an Inclosure in a Note from E. L. Marcy, United States Secretary of 
State, to the British Minister at Washington.

Department of State, Washington, May 26, 1853.
OFFICIAL information has been received at this department, .that the 

British Authorities at the Falkland Islands having complained to.their Govern
ment that the wild cattle on those islands are frequently killed, and that other 
depredations are committed there by persons landing from vessels under the 
flag of the United States, it is the intention of the British Government to send 
a force thither competent to prevent a repetition of such acts. Consequently, 
masters of vessels and other citizens of the United States resorting to that 
quarter are warned, that if they commit spoliations in the Falkland Islands, 
they will incur the penalties which may be prescribed therefor.
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Sub-Inclosure 1 in Inclosnre 4.

W. FOX STRANGWAYS.

Sub-Inclosure 2 in Inclosure 4.

The Under Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs to the Secretary to the Admiralty.

Sir, Foreign Office, December 1, 1837.
1 HAVE laid before Viscount Palmerston your letter of the 29th ultimo, 

transmitting copies of a despatch and of its inclosures from Vice-Admiral 
Sir Graham Hamond, from which it appears that the American whalers are 
in the habit of killing the wild bullocks on the Falkland Islands.

Lord Palmerston directs me to acquaint you for the information of the 
Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, that he is of opinion that when there is a 
force at the Falkland Islands adequate to prevent the depredations complained 
of, the Americans should be requested to desist, and if they persevere in such 
practices they should be prevented; but his Lordship thinks that it would not 
be proper or expedient to interfere with them, so long as they only resort 
to the islands for shelter and refreshment.

I have, &c.
(Signed)

The Under Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs to the Secretary to the Admiralty.

Sir, Foreign Office, July 5, 1837.
HAVING laid before Viscount Palmerston your letter of the 19th ultimo, 

inclosing the copy of a Report from Vice Admiral Sir Graham Hamond, 
upon a petition of the inhabitants of Berkeley Sound, in the Falkland Islands, 
praying that foreigners maybe prohibited from fishing off the rocks at the 
entrance of that sound.

I have to acquaint you in reply, for the information of the Lords Com
missioners of the Admiralty, that every State has the right to prevent the 
vessels of foreign nations from fishing within three miles of the shore of any 
territory which belongs to it de jure, and which it occupies de facto, unless by 
a long acquiescence in a contrary practice it can be held to have waived its 
own rights, and to have allowed foreigners to acquire a prescriptive enjoyment 
of the fishery.

In the case of the Falkland Islands, Great Britain claims and has asserted 
a rioht de jure to the territory, but she has hitherto very imperfectly occupied 
those islands, and even the force now about to be sent there is probably not 
sufficient to carry very fully into execution any strict prohibition against 
foreign fishermen.

It appears, however, desirable that no time should be lost in asserting, in 
principle at least, with respect to the Falkland Islands, the usual rights of 
sovereignty which the laws of nations acknowledge ; that it may be prudent 
not in the first instance to declare interdictions which the local force may not 
be capable of carrying into effect.

The most prudent course therefore would seem to be, that the officer in 
command should warn foreign sealers who come to fish within the territorial 
limits, that they are trespassers, and that he may have instructions to prevent 
them from returning thither another season ; but that he should be desired not
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tlke ^eh r n°t a rCady beCn br0U&ht t0 justicc> )rou wiI1 be prepared to 
uch steps foi that purpose as the case may seem to require.

I have, &c.
(Signed) W. W. HENDERSON,

Rear-Admiral and Commander-in-Chief’.



28

Inclosure 5.

Governor Rennie to Rear-Admiral Henderson.

Sub-Inclosure 1 in Inclosure 5.

H. U. Adding ton, Esq., to Herman Merivale, Esq.

measures against such fishermen, and not even

Sir, Foreign Office, April 12, ] 853.
I HAVE laid before the Earl of Clarendon your letter of the 31st ultimo, 

relative to the continued depredations committed by American shipmasters on 
the Falkland Islands; and I am directed by his Lordship to request that you 
will submit, fox* the concurrence of the Duke of Newcastle, the accompanying 
draft of a despatch, which Lord Clarendon proposes to address to Her Majesty’s 
Minister at Washington, instructing him to bring the matter again to the 
notice of the Government of the United States.

to take any forcible measures against such fishermen, and not even to desire 
them at once to depart until he shall have received specific instructions to 
do so.

I hnvp
(Signed) ’ W. FOX STRANGWAYS.

Government House, Stanley, Falkland Islands, 
Sir, March 16, 1854.

I HAVE had the honour to receive your letter of the 11th February, and 
I beg to express my thanks for your anticipation of the assistance I required 
by sending Commander Boys, in Her Majesty’s sloop “ Express,” to aid me in 
checking depredations around the coast of these islands.

2. I inclose the copy of a letter from the Under Secretary of State for 
Foreign Affairs to the Under Secretary of State for the Colonies on the subject 
of affording me naval assistance, and also a copy of a despatch from the Earl 
of Clarendon to the British Minister at Washington, which was sent to me by 
the Duke of Newcastle, for my information and guidance; in consequence of 
this despatch, the notice of which I sent you a copy inclosed in my last letter, 
was drawn up by the United States’ Secretary of State. The recent date of 
Lord Clarendon’s despatch describes more satisfactorily the views of Her 
Majesty’s Government respecting the protection of the property of the settlers, 
and the violation of the territory of this colony, than Lord Palmerston’s instruc
tions to Lieutenant Smith (copies of which I have in my office) so far back as 
1837, when the Falkland Islands had not been constituted by Royal Charter a 
British Colony.

3. The proceedings taken by Commander Boys, at my request, and 
according to my instructions, to aid in the arrest of Captains Clift and 
Eldridge, with the subsequent conviction of the former, on his own confession 
(he having assumed the liabilities of the latter), and the payment of the penal
ties,—will be reported to you by Captain Boys; likewise the unwarrantable 
and extraordinary conduct of Commander Lynch, of the United States' corvette 
“ Germantown.”

4. I have great pleasure in reporting to you my entire approval of the 
manner in which Commander Boys has aided and co-operated with me 
throughout, the performance of this disagreeable service.

5. It is, however, my duty to say that for the steps taken by Captain 
Boys, according to my instructions, founded on my interpretation of Lord 
Clarendon’s despatch, I am alone responsible.

I have, &c.
(Signed) GEORGE RENNIE, Governor.
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I have, &c.
(Signed) H. U. ADDINGTON.

I am at the same time to suggest, that orders should be given to the Z ’ 
Admiralty, to afford immediately to the Governor of the Falkland Islands such * 
naval assistance as may enable him permanently and efficiently to protect 
British territory and the property of British subjects from aggression or depre
dation.

The Earl of Clarendon to the British Minister at Washington, 
(Draft.)
Sir, Foreign Office, April, 185’3.

ON the 8th February, 1850, Viscount Palmerston instructed Sir Henry 
Bulwer to concert with the Secretary of State of the United States in regard 
to the adoption of measures for warning American ship-owners and ship
masters engaged in the South Sea whale fisheries, that the destruction by 
them of wild cattle on the Falkland Islands is an unlawful act. To that 
despatch no reply appears to have been made; and I now transmit to you a 
copy of a letter from the Colonial Office, inclosing a Report from the Governor 
of the Falkland Islands that continued depredations are made by American 
ship-masters; and that the fines imposed upon them, and the warning given 
to them, have not prevented them from repeating their acts of spoliation.

Such proceedings of American citizens are not in harmony with the 
amicable relations existing between the Governments of Great Britain and the 
United States, and Her Majesty’s Government feel confident they cannot fail 
to meet with the disapprobation of the American Government; but it is 
essentially necessary they should be put a stop to, and while Her Majesty’s 
Government are of course bound to protect British territory from aggression, 
or from acts of spoliation, and are aware that marauders must take the conse
quences of their illegal and unwarrantable deeds, and cannot justly complain 
of being punished, or of being compelled by force of arms to desist from 
carrying on depredations, Her Majesty’s Government cannot but be sensible 
that the force which it is their intention to place at the disposal of the 
Governor of the Falkland Islands may lead to collisions and provoke an 
unfriendly feeling between the subjects and citizens of the two countries.

It is with a view to prevent such a result that I now instruct you to bring 
these facts again to the notice of the Government of the United States, with 
whom you will concert in a friendly spirit as to the best mode of checking in 
the United States the evil designs of these marauders.

I am, &c.
(Signed) CLARENDON.


