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Extract from a Ietter From the Falkland Islands Company to

o0

the Colonial Office dated 18 December 1892.

I have the honour to ackno wledge the receipt of

your letter of the 11th instant together with an extract
from Lord Knutsford's despatch to the Governor of the

Falkland Islands dated the 26th of September last, upon

which I trust I may be allowed to m ake some observations.
The portion of the despatch most vita lly affect-
ing the interests of the land holders is cortained in par,

6, Lo which I respectfully bees leave to direet his Lord-

)
L s Tal STt o L o
ship s most careful attention.

I venture to assert that the persons acainst

whom that paracraph is directed have absolﬁtol; no exist-
ence. There is no one who has, throuch his own mistake,
assumed a more cxiended boundary than what he is entitled
ﬂo under his lease, as de elineated on the Offi cial Chart of
Record by the Surveyor General 6f the Colony. It is quite

¥ 5 i oL &) o ¢ ik = q
possible thati, the Governor has hastily assumed,. and com-

—t

municated his assumption to Lord Knut'sford,

D
o
B

24

el s - e iy L ) = 4 .
lier settlers had rouch an ready boundaries assicned to

4

§ Y s St » ™ ] ;
Lhem under theix leases, and that

.
—_—

they forthwith settled

on uhe unoceupied wzste lands, eppropriatine to themselveos

mere space. -then theiw aana Yt o o)
TeomEbial their leases warranted, but the faet ig




defined by Ordinance No 4 of 1871 "with reference to the
Neutical Chart of the Colony", and that in approachine the
question whether they, throush their own mistake, appro-
priated too much land, the leases and the chart must be
studied together. If you have at the Colonial Office a
copy of the official Chart of Record, you will observe
that the whole area of the East and West Islands is marked
out in sections and blocks, which fit into one another 1lile
the pieces of a puzzle, and the leases will shov that the
boundaries are defined, not only as so many miles in a cer-
tain direction, but also specially with reference to the
neighbouring blocks or sections. To illustrate my meaning
further by actual facts, I will ask your attention to the
Company's sections running up from Choiseul Sound in a
northerly direction. These boundaries are stated as so
meny miles, and it micht, hurriedly be assumed that if they
exceeded their stated lensth the northern portion of the
row of sections had been improperly occupied. But, to the
north of these is another block, No 75, oceupied by the
Company, of which the northern houndary is deseribed as
running along the Wickham Heights, while the southern one
consiste of the Company's const sections above mentioned.
I ask, with the utmost confidence, whether it does not,
follow that, if the lower sections are shortened, the

boundary of No 75 must, necessarily be extended until it

reaches them, since bhoth by the leases and the chart they

are placed contiecuous to one another? And in this case,




=

which fairly illustrates the position of the whole of the
leased land that is not marked by"point to point” bounda-
ries, Where, may I ask, is there room for the assertion
that the Company have occupied too mueh land through their
own mistake? Where one section, as is the case with all,
is described as being bounded by another, it is impossible
to contend that the occupier of either of them has erred in
the manner alluded to in Lord Knutsford's despatech.

The reason why the boundaries in the East Falke-
lands are, for the most part, deseribed and marked as they
are, while those on the West run to and from distinet land
marks is a very simple one, but it may not have been ex-
plained. The pioneer settlers, who held their lands under
the Proclamations of 1849 and 1881 were assiened seéctions
of 10,000 and 6,000 acres respectively under those Procle-
mations, and for the purpose of laying out such small seec-
tions, there were, obviously but few natural marks avail -
able. By the time the West Fallland was settled, however,
the Colonial Authorities had seen the folly of attempting
to foster small farming in fhe Colony, and the settlers in
that Island were allowed to select at once the blocks they
still oceupy, taking, for the most part, well defined land
marks as their boundaries. Thus, Lord Knutsford, in per-
mitting the latter to retain all their land, while he pro-
poses arbitrarily to take away a portion held by the
others without allowingz them even the option of retaining

it on any terms, is drawing a distinction in favour of the




newest settlers to the disadvantage of those who first,

U e

=

in the face of great difficulties, started sheep farming, a
proceeding that can hardly commend itself to his Lordship's
sense of justice. In fact, I feel sure that he will, on
consideration of the circumstances now brousht to his no-
tice, see the desirability of treating all the lessees,

tast and West, with an even hand.
2
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Extract from a letter from the Falkland Islands Company to
the Colonial Office, dated 7th January 1892.

I have the honour to enclose for Lord Knutsford's
further consideration, two more leases, one of Station No
31 on Choiseul Sound, in which the boundaries east and west
are given as Nos 30 and 27 respectively, and one of the
Wickhem Heishts section, now No 75, an examination of the
southern boundary of which will be instruective. The first
is typical of those where the boundary line is defined by
specifyine the distance from a stated point; and the second
to which I alluded on page 3 of my letter of 18th December,

proves the Company's right to the whole block from the

Wickham Heicshts to the Sound.
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Covron1al OFFICE

DOWNING STREET,

Z" LLonDoN, S.W.

I SlJ z

I beg to enclose the sheets of the Colonial Office
List relating to the Colony under your administration

for correction for the next edition.

[ should be much obliged if you would kindly
cause these to be thoroughly revised and brought up to
date, as usual; and the chief statistics to be supplied

on the enclosed fmm for insertion in the general table.

I should be glad to receive also a list of officers who

‘have died or retired during the year, as well as any other
¢orrections for the biographical part of the work.
The corrected sheets should be returned so as to

reach me by the end of August next.

Thanking you in advance for your kind assistance.

I am,
DEAR' SIR,
Your obedient Servant,

I(}H\ ANDERSON.
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|, the undersigned, hereby give you notice and require you to have /ZeZ1 217/ i

»

rd

S—
7 ‘V,//"

ﬁ %
vaccinated within three months after the birth, pursuant to

/ ;

the provisions of the Vacecination Ordinance, No. 1 of 1868.

As witness my hand this

R egistrar,
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Requisition for the undermentioned Stationery required for the use

of the Ceclietaolieal Department.

Description of Article.
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Form No.-69.

Any further communication on this subject
shonld be addressed to—
THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY,
FINANCE DEPARTMENT,
BOARD OF TRADE,
LONDON, S.W.

And the following letter and number should
be quoted in the communication, and marked

plainly on the putside of the envelope, viz. : :
8 ?E}é‘ : ;

a
‘With reference to your letter of the- / 02» R ‘ , Lam

directed by the Board of Trade to transmit herewith 2,1}00]{ o containing

blank forms of -. ,ﬁ D%f o gzwfw‘jﬁ@ :
numbered fj—? to QCZM/ ﬂf%’/ /74 06?5—’ CAi z&cétVC"/%_-

I am to request that the receipt of the book /~ may be acknowledged.

W B & L (x)—18793-—250-8-92

Tis (Blrnat Socreliny
S tan r_/«z% ,

“Faetland [

VO

BOARD OF TRADE,

(Finance Department),

WHITEHALL GARDENS, e i | NGy

Your obedient Servant,

INGRAM B. WALKER.
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