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2 THE FALKLAND ISLANDS GAZETTE.

January 8, 1891

MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS

THE HONOURABLE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL
29th December, 1890.

Present :
His Excellency the Governor.

Hon. F. 8. Sanguinetti, Acting Col. Secretary.
,» 5. Hamilton, Colonial Surgeon.

Hon. F. E. Cobb.
»» J.d. Felton.

The Minutes of the last Meeting, held on
the 14th May last, were read and eonfirmed.

His Excellency said that the first Bill which
he had to introduce pursuant to notice was

“ An Ordinance for taking the Census of the
“ Falkland Islands.” The taking of the Census
in 1891 in the Colonies was one of the subjects
considered at the Colonial Conference of 1887,
with a view to securing uniformity throughout
the Empire, but the Census Act, recently
passed, of which he laid a copy on the table,
did not differ from that for 1881, to which the
Bill now before them was almost precisely
similar, He moved the suspension of the stand-
ing Rules and Orders and the first reading of
the Bill. The Hon. J. J. Felton seconded the
motion and the Bill was read a first time.

The Governor moved the second reading of
the Bill, seconded by the Hon. the Colonial
Surgeon, and the Bill was read a second time.

His Excellency then moved the third reading
and passing of the Bill, seconded by the Hon. F.
E. Cobb, and the Bill was read a third time
and passed.

His Excellency then introduced ¢ An Ordi-
“nance to provide for the Insurance of Parcels
“in the Post, ” which he said was framed in
consequence of a representation from the
Postmaster General, who stated that the system
of insurance on parcels from Great Britain to
India had already been established, and had
worked so satisfactorily that it would probably
be established in all the Colonies, and that he
was prepared, if this Colony responded, to
commence it from the 1st of January, 1891.

Ordinance No. 9 of 1889 would be repealed,
but provision was made in Section 2 of the
present Ordinance to give compensation for
loss or damage of uninsured parcels asin that
Ordinance.

His Excellency moved the suspension of the
standing Rules and Orders and the first reading
of the Bill, this was seconded by the Hon. J.
J. Felton, and the Bill was read a first time.

His Excellency then moved the second
reading of the Bill, seconded by the Hon. the
Colonial Secretary, and the Bill was read a
second time.

The Governor then moved the third reading
and passing of the Bill, seconded by the Hon.
the Colonial Surgeon, and the Bill was read a
third time and passed.

The Governor then introduced ¢ An Ordi-
‘““nance for authorizing the Sale and Convey-

ance of certain lands of the Crown to the
Falkland IslandsCompany,”and said: It appears
that the object of this Bill is misunderstood,
and as it has come to my knowledge that some
persons have objected to it, Iwill before moving
the first reading endeavour to explain the cir-
cumstances which have led to its introduction.

By the Land Ordinance of 1871 the price of
country lands of the Crown is fixed at 4/- per
acre, and by Ordinance No. 1 of 1872, lessees
of Crown lands are required within ten years
from the date of their leases, to purchase 160
acres of land on every section of 6000 acres,
and that Ordinance contains a provision that
the lessee may at any time durjng the conti-
nuance of the lease, purchase at the upset price
of and any further quantity of land comprised
in his station. By Ordinance No. 1 of 1879,
the price of the land which the lessees were re-
quired to purchase was fixed at 2/- an acre.

The price of Crown lands may from time to
time be raised or lowered by the Secretary of
State.

Most of the leases now in force were granted
by Governor D’Arcy in accordance with the
provisions of an Ordinance passed in 1870
which gave the lessees the preemptive right of
purchase at 2/- an acre. That Ordinance was
disallowed, but the lessees were confirmed in
the enjoyment of their leases by subsequent
Ordinances and for a long time they contended
that they had the right to purchase their lands
at 2/- an acre. Mr, Blake, Mr. Waldron and
others, applied to me for the purchase of their
land on those terms, but on my pointing out
that they had no suchlegal right, and that the
revenue to be derived from the purchase money
at that rate would be less than the rent when
raised to£20 usection, they asked me to favour
their applications to the Secretary of State for
the purchase of their lands at a price which
when capitalized would give the same amount
of revenue as the £20 rent. This appeared to
be as nearly as possible 3/-an acre, and T agreed
to forward to the Secretary of State for his con-
sideration any applications which might be
made by any of the lessees, for the purchase at
that price, of the whole of the land held by
them. The first application of this nature was
made by the Falkland Islands Company on the
9th September last, which I transmitted to the
Secretary of State for his consideration, and he
has authorized the sale to be made ; but as it
would not be expedient to lower the price
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of country lands generally to 3/- an acre,
which would enable persons to select the
best portions of their holdings at that price and
reject the valueless land, it has become ne-
cessary to pass Ordinances in respect of each
sale which is made on these terms to enable the
land to be sold at a lower rate than the rate
fixed by the Ordinance of 1871, Within the
last few days I have received an application
from Mr. Bertrand to the Secretary of State for
the purchase of his Station at Roy Cove, which
will be forwarded in due course, and which
when sanctioned will require an Ordinance to
enable the sale to be made as in the present
case, and so with regard to others who intend
to make similar applications.

Previous to the year 1881 all the money
received for the sale of Crown Lands had been
treated as ordinary revenue, and had been ex-
pended in the current service of the Govern-
ment. In that year I was instructed by the
Secretury of State to pass an Ordinance to
provide for the renewal of the existing leases
at a rental of £10 a section as they respectively
expired, in consequence of which I made a
full report respecting the Crown Lands, and
advised that on the renewal of the leases the
rents should be raised to £20 a section,and that
all money received from the Land Sales should
be capitalized and the interest only be used for
current expenditure. I received authority to
change the provisions of the Ordinance from
£10 to £20, and in that form it was passed as
No. 9 of 1882.

Lord Kimberley also approved of my sugges-
tion for capitalizing the proceeds of the sale of
Crown Lands, subject to the proviso that the
revenue proper to the year in which any sale
took place was sufficient to meet the expen-
diture of the year.

Since that time the proceeds of such sales
have not been expended, but are intended to
form part of a fund which will produce a sum
in aid of revenue equal to that which would
have been received in. rent had the land not
been sold.

The rent of the land now about to be sold to
the Falkland Islands Company is at present
£226 a year, and if all the leases were renewed
it would be £331, while the interest from the
purchase money will be £364. In the case of
Mr. Bertrand his present rent is £109—if the
lease should be renewed it would be £218, and
the interest on his purchase money (£9,490)
will be £237.

Down to the year 1867 there was not a
single settler on the West Falklands. In that
year Mr. James Waldron settled on 42,000
acres, and at once expended £10,000 in stock-
ing it with sheep from the River Plate.

At that time the revenue raised in the Colony
was only £1000, and of that amount £100 was
derived from the sale of Crown Lands, £300
from rent of land, and the rest from Licenses,
Auction duties, Wild cattle, and other small
receipts. The Imperial Government granted
£5875 in aid, besides an expenditure of £1200

by the War Office. In 1869 the whole of the
West Falklands was settled, and the revenue
from the rents of that Island was £1900—and
in 1891 the revenue will be £3457 for the whole
Colony. In 1898, when the whole of the rents
will have been raised to £20 a section, the re-
venue from Crown lands will be £5298, and
should the lessees purchase the lands on the
terms of the proposed Ordinance, the revenue
will be still further increased.

It should be a matter of rejoicing to all who
have the welfare and prosperity of the Colony
at heart, that the settlers on the Crown lands
have succeeded, after the expenditure of a
large amount of capital and after long years of
unremunerative toil, exposure and anxiety, in
securing the reward which they deserve, had it
been otherwise the Colony would have been in
a very miserable condition ; as it is, the popu-
lation since the Colony has been fully settled
has increased threefold, employment at good
wages has been afforded to a large number of
people, and those among them who have been
thrifty have saved considerable sums of money,
as is evidenced by the large amount deposited
in the Government Savings Bank, which now
amounts to £20,000, and is regularly increas-
ing, and the fact that many of the industrious
shepherds and others are forming grazing
Settlements in the neighbouring Republics.

My long term of administration has enabled
me to observe accurately the progress which
Has been and is being made, which, with the
opportunities I have had of consulting the re-
cords left by my predecessors, enables me to
speak with some authority on this question.

I satisfied myself before proposing the
increase of the land rent to £20 a section, that
it was a fair and just rent for fully stocked
stations as shown by the returns to which I had
access, and to the statements which were fur-
nished to me, and (looking to the risk attending
the price of wool) the calculation of the value
of the land in fee at 3/- per acre is in accord-
ance with that rate of rent.

His Excellency then moved the suspension
of the standing Rules and Orders and the first
reading of the Bill. The Honourable the
Colonial Secretary seconded the motion.

The Honourable J. J. Felton moved as an
amendment that the following section be added
to the Ordinance, which he said applied, as it
stood, solely to the Falklands Islands Company.

« Should any other lessee or lessees of
country lands of the Crown desire to purchase:
his or their lands without selection, it shall be
lawful for the Governor, with the sanction of
one of Her Majesty’s principal Secretaries of
State, to sell and convey such lands on the
terms hereinbefore provided in the case of the
Falkland Islands Company.”

The Honourable F. E. Cobb seconded the
motion, and said, he had much pleasure in se-
conding the amendment proposed by his hon-
ourable friend, as it would tend to remove the
absurd impression that the Company was
specially favoured by the Ordinance ; so far
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from that being the case he understood that
Mr. Blake could have secured the same terms
over two years ago. He considered that the
policy of selling land outright at a fair value
was a proper one, for people would always
spend more on their own property than on
leased Crown land, however long the leases
might be. As an instance of this he said that
the Company had ordered the whole of their
purchase to be fenced in at once, and that
further sub-divisions would follow, thereby
leading to the employment of a good deal of
labour and doing good all round. No doubt
other purchasers would do the same.

The motion was carried without a division
and the Bill was amended accordingly.

The Honourable the Colonial Surgeon said
there had been a great deal of secrecy about
this Bill, which he opposed on the following
grounds.  First, that the price of four shillings
an acre was the proper value of the land, and
Second, that the Crown land should not be
sold at all. He also said the two unofficial
members were interested in the Bill as repre-
senting the sheep farmers and he did not see
how they could vote in the matter,

His Excellency the Governor reminded the
honourable member that the existing law gave
the lessees the right of purchase of the Iand
during the term of their leases, and that he had
already gone fully into the question of its value,
which was a matter for the decision of the
Secretary of State. i

The Honourable F. E. Cobb said that had
this Ordinance been introduced before the sale
had been arranged by the Secretary of State, he
might as an interested person have felt some
hesitation in voting, but as the Ordinance was
framed to carry out the Secretary of State’s in-
structions, he looked upon it as a matter of
form and would disregard the honourable
member’s suggestion.

The Council then divided.
For the first reading :
The Hon. the Colonial Secretary.

i) F. E CObb
- J. J. Felton.
Against :

The Hon. the Colonial Surgeon.

Majority for the first reading of the Bill. 2.
The Bill was then read a first time.

His Excellency then moved the second
reading of tue Bill, seconded by the Honour-
able F. E. Cobb, and the Bill was read a second
time.

The Honourable the Colonial Secretary
moved that the title of the Ordinance be
amended by adding the words *“and other
lessees of the Crown * to the original title.

The Honourable J. J. Felton seconded the
motion, which was carried unanimously, and
the title of the Bill was amended accordingly.

His Excellency then moved the third reading
and passing of the Bill, seconded by the Hon.
J. J. Felton, and the Bill was then read a
third time and passed.

The Honourable J. J. Felton said that

he hoped the explanatory remarks which His
Lxcellency had addressed to them respecting
the Crown lands would be embodied in the
minutes of the proceedings.

His Excellency the Governor then said that
as the time of his departure from the Colony
was drawing near and as in the absence of any
immediate necessity for legislation it would
probably be thelast occasion onwhichhewould
meet honourable members in their places,
he wished to say a few words before taking
leave of them. Although there had on several
occasions been differences of opinion between
them on public questions, he felt quite sure
thatin opposing him they were always actuated
by honest convictions and motives, and he was
certain they gave him credit also for acting
according to his viewsand convictions of right.
His sole aim had been the welfare of the Colony
and its inhabitants, and it was a matter for
which he thought he could justly claim credit
that the resources of the Colony had been
largely developed during his administration
and that the welfare and prosperity of the
inhabitants had been increased. It had been
his constant wish and endeavour that this end
might be attained and he felt sure that he had
succeeded in achieving it. No public man,
especially the Governor of a Crown Colony
such as this one, could expect to escape mis-
representation, but he could afford freely to
forgive whoever had maliciously tried to injure
him, because he was sensible that they had
never been able to do him any harm, and he
thought they would probably regret their
conduct before they died, or afterwards.

The Honourable F. E. Cobb said, he con-
gratulated his Excellency upon leaving the
Colony in a more flourishing condition that it
was when he arrived and that although it could
not be denied that there had been at times con-
siderable differences of opinion on public
matters, and the atmosphere had been much
heated on several occasions, he was glad to
think that their differences had been confined
to public affairs and that he was sure he might
say both for the other unofficial member and
for himself that they had the greatest respect
for his Excellency personally and wished him
prolonged life and every happiness in his
retirement.

The Honourable J. J. Felton said that he had
received every kindness and consideration at
His Excellency’s hands and that he joined with
Mr. Cobb in wishing His Excellency health
and prosperity in his retirement.

The Council was then adjourned sine die.

Advertisements and Notices will be in-
serted in the official Gazette at the cost of
the parties concerned on moderate terms.

Price of the Gazette 6d. each copy
and Supplement.

Annual Subscription 10/- until further
notice. , .




