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The Hon.the Colonial Secretary,

Port Stanley

The West Falkland,

January 6th.1935

Sir,

The signatories to this letter wish you to place it

before His Excellency the Governor,so that he may be immediately

acquainted with our opinion of the lamentable state of the Local

Mail Service.

We feel that the Administration hitherto has not been

fully alive to the facts of the matter,and further is not,and

has not been for some time,in sympathy with the very natural

desires of West Falkland Farmers and their employees.

1. We wish to point out to His Excellency that on three

occasions during the year 1934 the scheduled itinerary of the

s.s."Lafonia" was arranged in such a way that West Mails were

to be allowed to remain in the Stanley Post Office while the

vessel proceeded to South Georgia with Mails for the Dependen

cies. In each case this would have entailed a delay of from

ten days to a fortnight from the time the Mails were landed in

Stanley to their delivery on the West.

2. That this delay did not actually occur on two of the

three occasions was not due to any action on the part of the

Government. On the first occasion the m.v. "Penelope’* happened

to be in Stanley,bound for the West Falkland,and on the second

West^'Letter Mails only were conveyed overland to Brenton LocJ^t



and,consequent upon the default of the schooner ”Ilenw were

i eventually taken across the Sound by the m.v.“Gentoo”.

3. The third occasion is the one to which we particul

arly wish to call His Excellency’s attention.

The Mails arrived in Stanley on the 8th.December,and

the s . s .'’Lafonia” sailed for South Georgia on the 11th.or there

abouts. In spite of repeated requests by telegram from ’’Westers”

no effort whatsoever was made to deliver West Mails until the

return of the “Lafonia” from South Georgia. They were finally

delivered on the 21st.December.

4. In reply to our telegrams we were informed that the

scheduled itinerary of the ’’Lafonia” must be adhered to,and that

in any case,the vessel had already made the requisite number of

calls at West Ports during the year,necessary to fulfill her

c ontract.

5. If we accept,under protest,the fact that the “Lafonia”

was not available for the delivery of our mails,we still wish to

know why no effort was made in the meantime to obtain the services

of an outside vessel. We happen to know that such an offer was

made,but the offer was merely acknowledged and no steps were

taken to ascertain what the cost of such services would be.

6. We are aware that the Ocean Mail Service from the

United Kingdom to Stanley has,with the notable exception of the

Parcel Post,considerably improved since the contract was signed

with the Falkland Islands Company to carry Mails from Montevideo

by their vessel,but we greatly deplore the fact that the West

Falkland has not shared in the advantages that have benefited



| the residents of Stanley and the East Falkland.

7. We would point out that for approximately four

months last year the “Lafonia” was absent from the Colony,which

is in itself an unsatisfactory state of affairs,since that vessel

is the only non-privately owned one in the Colony capable of

going to sea at short notice in a case of emergency.

We do not however wish to dwell at the moment on

this regrettable aspect of the Colon^s shipping,but we do consider

that for the remaining eight months (assuming that the “Lafonia”

will be absent for the same period this year) we are entitled

to an adequate Local Mail Service .

8. In conclusion,we trust that His Excellency will

realise that we have just cause for our grievances,and will take

what measures he considers necessary to ensure that such a sit

uation does not arise again.

We are,Sir,



112/35

9th April, 35 •

Gentlemen,

I am directed by the Governor to acknowledge

the receipt of your letter dated the 6th January, 1935,

on the subject of the local mail service and to inform you

that the desirability of improving the mail service with

the West Falkland is fully appreciated and that the Govern

ment will make endeavour to that end#

I an,

Gentlemen,

Your obedient servant,

Colonial Secretary.

The West Falkland Farmers,
(Thro1 A.G.Barton, Esq.,

Pobble Island,
West Falkland.)
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---------- MINI
(It is requested

that, in any refer
ence to this minute,
the above Number
and the date may
be quoted).

From The Colonial Postmaster,

Stanley,

Falkland Islands.

JTE.
12th June,...... 1935 •

To

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY,

Stanley, Falkland Islands.

I have been informed that the Ketch ’Perfecto Garcia’

is leaving for the Jest Falkland Ports and Islands on Saturday.

There is a fairly large parcel mail to be despatched for the

West of the West Falkland and Islands, and which will probably be

lying in the Post Office for some time before an opportunity occurs

for landing parcel mails direct at their respective ports.

The Kaster of the ’Perfecto Garcia’ is willing to carry these

parcel mails for the sum of five shillings per bag.

As this seems a reasonable charge I submit the suggestion

for your approval.



GOVERNMENT TELEGRAPH SERVICE.

To

FALKLAND ISLANDS AND DEPENDENCIES.

RECEIVED.
Number Office of Origin Words Handed in at Date

52 Fox Bay 22 20.00 23/3/33

SST REQUIRE TO KHO'J THEY ^RZ RZCZIVIHG THEIR MAIL IF IT Is TO

Postmastc■ r, Stanley.

BE BEFORE LAFOHIA SAILS SOUTH GEORGIA

Time



GOVERNMENT TELEGRAPH SERVICE. &

FALKLAND ISLANDS AND DEPENDENCIES.

SENT.
Number Office of Origin Words Handed in at Date

To
Westers.

Your telegram 23rd March, Lafonia sails direct for South Georgia.

Will call at Fox -bay en route to Magallanes 3rd April and again

on return voyage from Magallanes. Mail goes 3rd April.

Time

Postmaster.





No. MINUTE.
(It is requested

that, in any refer
ence to this minute.
the above Number
and the date may
be quoted.)

3rd., June..,.... 19 38#

To The Honourable From—? fe ® ....Q.9 1.2ni a.l ...£.9.9 ma s.

Stanley, Falkland Islands.

The Col onia 1 ...Se cr et ary,

STAHLEY..

I have the honour to attach herewith an account from Mr. J. Davis 

for conveyance of mails to the West Falkland, per "Frefecto Garcia".

The prices charged are reasonable.
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No._____________
(It is requested

that, iu any refer
ence to this minute.
the above Number
and the date may
be quoted.)

^7'0771...^.^.?.

MINUTE.
2nd September 19 38.

7^ The Honourable,  

Colonial Postmaster

Stanley, Falkland Islands.

 The Colonial Secretary,

STANLEY.

I have the honour to attach herewith an account from

Mr. John Davis for mails conveyed to the West Falkland per

"Prefecto Garcia’1 and request that the amount may be paid

to him from 5. Carriage of Mails.

''r/ii'



No. MINUTE.
(It is requested

that, in any refer
ence to this minute,
the above Number
and the date may
be quoted).

From The Colonial Postmaster.

Stanley, Falkland Islands.

7 th December, 19 38.

7 b The Ho nour a b1e

The Colonial Secretary,

.... Stanley. ..............

I have the honour to request that the attached account ma}

be paid to Mr. John Davis for conveyance of the mails thereon.

Colonial Postmaster.



No._____________
(It is requested

that, in any refer
ence to this minute,
the above Number
and the date may
be quoted).

MINUTE.
1st March 1939

From The Colonial Postmaster,
To The Honourable,

The Colonial Secretary,

Stanley, Falkland Islands. STANLEY.

I have the honour to attach herewith an account from

Mr. J. Davis for conveyance of mails and request that the amount 

may be paid, to him.



No. MINUTE.

To The Honourable
From The  

Colonial Postmaster, The Colonial Secretary

Stanley.Stanley, Falkland Islands.

12th October, 19 39
(It is requested

that, in any refer
ence to this minute,
the above Number
and the date may
be quoted).

I have the honour to forward the enclosed account for conveyance

of mails.
The amount is correct andJrequest that a voucher is made out

from ” Carriage of Mails’1 to enable Mr.J .Davis to receive payment.



MINUTE.No._____________
(It is requested

that, in any refer
ence to this minute,
the above Number
and the date may
be quoted).

From The

14 th 0 c t o b er , 19 39.

To The Honourable,

Colonial Postmaster.

Stanley, Falkland Islands.

The Colonial Secretary,

Stanley.

I have the honour to attach an account for mails dispatched.

during the month of June.

According to the receipts this account is in order,and I request

a voucher to be made out from ” Carriage of Mails” for payment to

Mr .J.Bundes.



NO._____________
(It is requested

that, in any refer
ence to this minute.
the above Number
and the date may
be quoted.)

MINUTE.

14th November,. 19 39.

From The 2^ The HonourableA

Colonial Pos tmaster. The Colonial Secretary,

Stanley, Falkland Islands.
Stanley.

The attached, account for conveyance of mails is in order and

I have the honour to request a voucher to be passed to the value of 

£2. 2. 6. in favour of Mr.John Davis



MINUTE.No.
(It is requested

that, in any refer
ence to this minute,
the above Number
and the date may
be quoted).

From The

Colonial Postmaster

.. 18th December, 1939.

To The Honourable,

The Colonial Secretary

Stanley, Falkland Islands. Stanley.

The attached, account is in order and. I have the honour to request

that a voucher will be passed, to the amount of £2. 15. -. in favour of

Mr.John Davis for conveyance of mails mentioned, thereon.



to. iw

(It is requested
that, in any refer
ence to this minute,
the above Number
and the date may
be quoted).

MINUTE.

..................................la.t....Mar..c.h., 1940.

The Honourable

The Colonial Secretary,Colonial Postmaster

Stanley.Stanley, Falkland Islands.

From The 

I have the honour to forward herewith an account fob the conveyance 

amount of ten shillings for Mr.John Davis,Stanley
//C,

z./Z.

of mail to the West Falkland,and request a voucher to be passed for the 



(It is requested
that, in any refer
ence to this minute.
the above Number
and the date may
be quoted).

MINUTE.
30th July, 4 0.

From The 0 The. .HQn.our.able.,

Colonial Postmaster,

Stanley, Falkland Islands.

The Colonial Secretary,

Stanley.

I have the honour to for. yard the attached Account for Carriage

of I lai 1$ per "Prefecto Gracia". The Account is in order and I request

a voucher to be passed in favour of Hr. John Davis for the ar .unt of

three pounds.



No._____________
(It is requested

that, in any refer
ence to this minute,
the above Number
and the date may
be quoted).

MINUTE.
31st October, 19 40.

From The Col. Postmaster^

Stanley, Falkland Islands.

To The...Honourable.,

The Colonial Secretary,

STAHLEY.

I have the honour to attach herewith an account for the conveyance

of mails per "Prefecto Garcia" during the months of August and September.

The account is in order and I request a voucher to be passed in

favour of Mr. J. Davis for the sum of £3. 5.



I have the honour to attach here .ith an account for conveyance of

—------------ MINUTE.
(It is requested

that, in any refer
ence to this minute,
the above Number
and the date may
be quoted).

From, The*

C ol oniul j us t: as ter

..... 5 th... m-h,..... 19 41.

To The.Hoi . Table,...........

The Colonial Secretary

Stanley, Falkland Islands. ... ...... STA.IILEX........

mails per Schr."Porvenir", and. request that a voucher .jay be passed, in 

favour of Captain -illei? for the amount of ten shillings.



From

'The Colonial Postoaster,

Stanley, Falkland Islands.

The attached account is for the

mails per "Porveni: A The account is

if a voucher can be passed frori 4, Carr

1.0 th larch,. 19 AS

The. lio.n.o.ur.a.bl.e..,.

The... .Co lorh.-l.. ..Secretary ,

conveyance of i nt er ins uJ. ar

in order and I shall be grateful

iage of 'Lails to cover this amount



No. ___
(It is requested

that, in any refer
ence to this minute.
the above Number
and the date may
be quoted).

MINUTE.

To

From The Colonial Postmaster,

Stanley, Falkland Islands.

13th April,

The Honourable,

19 44.

The Colonial Secretary,

Stanley.

The attached account is in order and I have the honour to

request that the sum of six shillings may be paid from Vote No. 4

Carriage of Mails to Mr. W.F. Summers.



MINUTE.No.
(It is requested

that, in any refer
ence to this minute,
the above Number 19th September,
and the date may
be quoted).

Tho Honourable,
From The Colonial Postmaster9

Th© Colonial Secretary,

Stanley, Falkland Islands. Stanley*

I have the honour to request that th© attached account

Mr* W. Miller my be paid from Head VI Sub-head 4. Carriage of Mails*



No.
(It is requested

that, in any refer
ence to this minute.
the above Number
and the date may
be quoted).

MINUTE.

To
From The Colonial Postmaster,

Stanley, Falkland Islands.

F,28th December, 19 44.

The Honourable,

The Colonial Secretary,

.............Stanley.

/h 4 Carria ge of Mails

Would you please arrange to pay this amount from Head VT P.O.

in resp ect of the transport of mails, as under

The sum of 12s. 6d. is due to Mr. VI. Miller of the ’’porvenir"

5 bags @ 2/6 £- , 12 .6.



No. nips ■

(It is requested
that, in anyI refer
ence to this minute,
the above Number
and the date may
be quoted).

From The Col* Postmaster,

MINUTE.

To

9th March, 1945*

The Honourable, 

The Colonial Secretary,

Stanley, Falkland Islands. Stanley...

I have the honour to forward herewith an account from Mr,

p .G. Summers for transp ort of mail, I should be grateful if you would

arrange payment from Head VI S/h 4 • Carriage of mails.



To 1
From

Stanley, Falkland Islands.

i'.OYIO'

No. |U
(It is requested

that, in any refer
ence to this minute,
the above Number
and the date may
be quoted).

MINUTE.



(NO. _____________

, (It is requested
that, in any refer
ence to this minute
the above Number
and the date may
be quoted.)

MINUTE.

To

The Colonial Postmaster,

Stanley, Falkland Islands.

17 th 0ctober5 19^-5*

The Honourable3

The Colonial Secretary

Stanley*

The attached account is from Mr. Cecil Bertrand, ship

Porvenir for conveyance of mails from time to time. It appears to

be in order and I request that this amount may be paid from

Vote U. Carriage of Mails



1NO.

(It is requested
that, in any refer
ence to this minute
the above Number
and the date may
be quoted.)

From
The Colpnial..Postmast r,

25th January, 19 46*

The Honourable9

The Colonial Secretary,

Stanley, Falkland Islands.
Stanley.

The attached account is in order and I have the honour co

request a voucher to he pas ecl from Vote h. Carriage of Mails in favour

of Mr. P. Ch Summers. Zz



>0. ‘ MINUTE.
(It is requested

that, in any refer
ence to this minute
the above Number

; J.-'.-and the date may
be quoted.) To 

The Colonial Poat-ia The Colo nIa1 3e c r e

■•-le:
Stanley, Falkland Islands.

May I have a voucher passed in favour of

for mail transport, from Vote 4- tr s: ;e of , p3 ise.

is in order. ^7//^



C.S.O. No 


