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Previous Paper.

Deficiency in Post Office cash.

INSTRUCTIONS REGARDING PUBLIC MONEYS, BOOKS AND
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Subsequent Paper.

MINUTES.

Vinute from Col. Postmaster of 24/1/39.
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Hon. Col. Sec.

Submitted.

The Treasury Cash Book and cash are
balanced and checked independently by two officers at
the close of business every day. In addition the Cash
Book entries are subjected to daily scrutiny as a matter
of routine, I submit, therefore, that any excess or
deficiency could not escape immediate detection.

2. If a situation, such as that envis-
aged in Red 1, had arisen, I would state with respectful
emphasis that prompt investigation, in accordance with

prescribed Regulations, would have been instigated by
the Treasury, §
3/



N

%. With reference to Red(I) I confess that I am at some loss ‘

to understand it fully - For instance in para 3 it would seem
"several"” weeks after the discovery of the deficiency of "Approximately
fifteen pounds™ (Please see para 1 of Miss Carey's minute) hope wag
entertained that it would be brought to light in the "Outstanding
C.0.D. Camp parcels" (Para 3), this proving abortive another avenue

is opened up (vide para 4) implicating the Treasury. In this connection
I find it difficult to associate a deficiency approximating fifteen
pounds, it must have been either more or less, with multiples of five
pounds even assuming that the transaction actually cccurred and
disregarding the lapse of several weeks. Further, it is at least
remarkable that the Postmaster did not make reference tc it on the
17th December when she participated in the "Note Cancellation and
DestructionV

4, It is assumed that the Postmaster is familiar with the Regulationg
governing procedure consequent upon the discovery of excesses and
deficiencies yet according to para 5 of her minute her report is a
direct consequence of being "told that the Treasury had an excess of
this amount at this time"™, indeed, the same paragraph declares that
"when" the statement quoted above was communicated to her she'was
prepared to let the matter drop". Nevertheless, the fact remains

that the Treasury, although blissfully ignorant, was, and still is,
under suspicion as is evidenced by 6 of the report.

5. I would add that the existence of a Treasury “Yexcess" is without
foundation,

6. I am afraid that I cannot regard the contents of Red (1) other

than with the utmost gravity challenging as they do the integrity

of each and every individual of the Treasury Staff. In the circumstances
this Department would welcome an official investigation in order that
the matter may be satisfactorily concluded. At the same time I would
request that Miss Carey be asked to disclose the name of her informant
so that the source of the inaccurate but incrimineting statement
contained in para 5 of her report may be traced - I refer to the
following quotation therefrom " that the Treasury had an excess of

this amount at this time", : \
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Officer-Iﬁ—Charge, Treasury.
26th January,1939.
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Hon. C.S.

Seen. Thank you. In this connec¢tion, however, I beg to
proffer the following observations. With reference to para 1 of Miss
Carey's Minute dated 5th February, 1939, I submit that, notwithstanding
the modification therein contained, the allegations recorded in paras
4 and 5 of Red 1 ( which indubitably form the bases of para 6 of the
same Minute) are still extant. at least, it would seem, as far as the
Postmaster is concerned.

2. With paragraphs 2 gnd 3 I am nct directly concerned, but
en passant I would remark that if the Treasury were under suspicion on
the 17th December, then a reference to the alleged circumstances leading
thereto would have been neither irrelevant nor amiss.

3« It is observed that in para 5 a spefific and personal
accusation is made against me. This is erroneous and unjustifiable - g
fact that can be easily and officially proved.

4, I am not unmindful of the contents of your minute dated
7th February,1939, but in view of the foregoing I feel impelled, in the
interests of the Treasury generally and myself in particular, to request
an immediate and official investigation of the whole matter.

Officeréin-charge,
w Treasury & Customs,
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e —— MINUTE.
(It is requested s —
that, in any refer-

ence to this minute, 24th an 39.
L et e &£4th January, 19

and the date may
be quoted).

1 ) 1o The Honourable,
lrom The Colcnial Postmaster, R

The Colonial Secretary,

Stanley, Falkland Islands. STANLEY.

&) -1 have the honour to report that towards the end of November
or early in December in checeking the cash in the Post Office I
found there was a deficiency of approximately fifteen pounds.

(E) During the month of November the Postal lMonies paid into the
Treasury were £1007 and the stamp cfales vere also heavy.

(:) Owing to the Postal Clerk being so i1l ait that time T had %o
vwait several weeks to ask him if he could throw any light on this
matter ani we hope& to find the missing money in the outlstancing

C.0.D. camp parcels but they were all paid.

QE) It hes been difficult to ascertain what happened in regard to
the exchanging of notes with the Treasury as an outgoing mail was
bein;; prepared at that time. The Post Orfice staff seem to think
that this sum wos collected by the Treasury from the Post Office
in the form of five pound notes for note destruction and no notes

were given in exchange. .
ng The deficient money has been paid out of my pocket and I was
prepared to let the matter drop when I was told that the Treasury
had an excess of this amcunt at this <time.

CED I would be grateful if you would cause an investigation to be
made in the Treasury so that I may recover the money if possible.

o
(:ﬁ It is a fair amount to pay out after & year of sirenuous

stalp sales.

4 G,

Colonial Postmaster.




no.13/39. MINUTE.

(It is requested
that. in any refer-

ence to this minute, 13th Pebruary, 19 39,

the above Number
and the date may
he guoted.)

From 7o  The Colonial Postmaster,

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY, ‘ STANLEY.

Stanley, Falkland Islands.

With reference to the loss of £1i. 19. © reported by you,
please furnish the name or names of the Post Office Staff who
were on duty when the loss took place. In order that further

investigation may be carried out I wish to take the statements

of the officers concerned. [

13

Colonial Secresary.



S

o MINUTE.

(It is requested

that, in any refer- 1 . ’
ence to this minute. 15th FBDI‘U.E.I':{ 3 19 9.
the above Number
and the date may
be quoted.)

HFrom_The Colonial Postmaster, 70 The Honourable

The Cclonial Segretary,

Stanley.
Stanley, Falkland Islands.

With reference to your minute 13/39 of the 13th February, I have
the honour to inform you that the names of the Post Office Staff were
Mr. John Bound and Mr. Harcld Bennett. Hr. John Bound was ill on
the 7th December and Mr. Bennett took over his duties in the Post

Office.

/7/ [ﬁiﬂfﬂf :

Colonial Postmaster.




INSTRUCTIONS REGARDING PUBLIC MONEYS, BOOKS AND
SIMILAR PROPERTY.

1. The handing over of public moneys, books, etc., when
an officer is proceeding on leave or transfer, or is unable to
carry out his duties through illness or other cause, must
always be carried out with the utmost care. Both the outgoing
and the incoming officer shall sign a certificate in the form
attached in duplicate; one copy shall be forwarded to the
Colonial Secretary, the other being retained in the Department.

2. In the event of there being any discrepancy or
deficiency, the outgoing officer shall sign an acknowledgement
of the fact and the incoming officer shall report the
discrepancy or deficiency to the head of the department
concerned or, in the case of the Department being handed over,
to the Colonial Secretary. *

3« The outgoing officer shall be personally liable to
make good all discrepancies reported, and the Incoming officer
shall be similarly liable for all deficiencies not reported but
subsequently discovered.

li, Whenever an officer who is responsible for the custody
of public moneys is unable to attend his office through illiness
or other cause he shall hand over his keys to the head of his
department, who shall take immediate action to check and
verify in the presence of another officer the balance of
public moneys in the custody of the handing over officer. In
the event of there being any discrepancy or deficiency, the
head of the department and the witnessing officer shall sign a
record of the fact (full details being given) and shall report
the matter to the Colonial Secretary.

5. ZEvery head of a department, or other sub-accountant,
is personally and pecuniarily responsible for the due perform-
ance of the financial duties of his department or office, and
Tor the proper collection and custody of all public moneys

receivable by him; and also in respect of any inaccuracies

in the accounts rendered by him, or under his authority

The/



0

The responsibility of the Auditor for checking and reporting
any shortcomings in connexion with the Public Accounts or finances,
does not absolve any officer from his responsibility for complying,
or securing compliance, with instructions within the scope of his
own authority. Such officer will not be relieved from any
portion of his responsibility should he depute to his subordinates
the performance of duties which he should have performed himself.
It is his duty, without fail, to bring to the notice of the
Colonial Secretary any inconpetance or carelessness on the part
of his subordinates.

6. No officer charged with the custody of public moneys
may hand over to another officer the keys of the safe or safes
in his charge without first having obtained in writing the authority
of the head of his deovartment or, in the case of the head of a
department, the authority of the Colonial Secretary.

7. The special attention of officers is drawn to the
provisions of Section IV of the Rules and Regulations (1931)

Tfor keeping the Public Accounts.
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CERTIFICATE IN CASES WHERE AN OFFICER IS ABSENT
THROUGH ILLNESS OR OTHER CAUSE.

Department.

I hereby certify that T have this day examined and
verified in the presence 0f Mre.citicieeeeeseresens0f the
esssesssrerasssssssssDepartment the public moneys and
stamps in the custody of Mr...cceieeecicernseeasennecses 8BS

detailed below :-

Head of Department.

I hereby certify that the public moneys and stamps
in the custody Of Mreeeissesceacsassesacacesewere this
day checked by the head of his Department in my presence

and were found as detailed above.

Witnessing Cfficer.

Date. .

NQTE. In the event of there being any discrepancy or
deficiency the words "and verified" must be struck

out gnd a separate report furnished giving full
details of the discrepancy or deficiency.



CERTIFTCATE OF HANDING OVER PUBLIC MONEYS, ETC.

Department.

I hereby certify that I have thi8 day handed over to Mr.

ercsacerrsssssesarressssass all public moneys
and stamps in my custody as detailed below

Signature of outgoing officer.

I hereby certify that I have this day taken over from
Mrll......lll.l‘hl....ol-l-lnofthe..'..c'..l..'.."".-...
Department the public moneys and stamps detailed above and

found all to agree with the balances shown on this date.

Signature of incoming officer.

Date
/ In the evenb of therg being any scropancy.
‘ _geTj ndy{zge/wo £ "and feritied’ mist b 4
L/ “sfruck-out 1a a'ggparate por furqﬁsnedﬁgfﬁlgz/full
details of the dls&repanc or deficiency.



"2;4&3&. MINUTE.

(It is requested
that, in any refer-

ence to this minute, 1hth llarch, 19 39

the above Number
and the date may
be quoted.)

From . 7o HEADS OF DEPARTMENTS.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY,

Stanley, Falkland Islands.

I am directed by the Governor to transmit herewith

copies of instructions which have been issued regarding Public

_,,aﬂ;,ff*"" Moneys, Books and eimilar property, and to request that a copy
be handed to each member of the Staff in your Department.

2e All public officers will be held responsible for due

compliance with the instructions in question.
hvﬂi*

Coloniel Secretary.



