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e ~~MEMORANDUM.

It is requested

that, in any refer- {3 P ;

en22 to this memo- \ . 14th Februery, . 19 61.
re he above ; VA

n and date

should be quoted. g e rode o ’....The Honourable,

From The Superintendent, .. . . The Golapiel Secretary

Posts & Telegraphs,

Stanley, Falkland Islands.

SupJrcr :— Mail Vielations.

The Postmaster reports as follows :-

"Of the 56 bags of English parcel mail received on H.M.S. Protector
on 13th February, 1961, four had bLeen violated and the majority of the
parcels contained therein had part or all the contents missing. The
seals of the outer bags were intact but on opening and examining the
interiors of the outer bags there was evidence in 21l cases of the bags
having been cut and restitched. Except for the one parcel which was
missing altogether the value of the missing articles only amounted to
£31. 10. 8. and consisted of clothing, footwear, bedding, a rug, tractor

spares, a chisel set and e ring (£3. 17. 6.).

One hag of ordinary letter mail shipped on R.1.S. "Amazon" failed
K to arrive.

The German mail (one beg containing one parcel) was received intact."

39& 2. A copy of the telegraphic report to the G.P.0. London is attached

i

for information.
3. The G.P.0. cabled today in connection with a previous viclation,
as follows :

"please cable whether you receive closed mails from Cuba"

to which we have replied :

"Never".

%

2 A/ \\ (—\\
W an &
Superi/n:tsndeﬂ/

Posts & Telegraphs.



GOVERNMENT TELEGRAPH SERVICE ?}C‘(:

’ FALKLAND l-S_I_ANDS AND DEPENDENCIES.
{W. & S. Led.—250 PdJ7/59). SENT
Number Office of Origin VWords Handed in at Date
Psy 1402461,
To

ETAT POSTGEN CENT LONDON

FOLLOWING FOR ROSE PARCEL DESPATCH 29/1 RECEIVED 13TH PER HMS PROTECTOR STOP
FOUR BAGS VIOLATED 18 PARCELS LISTREATED STOP USUAL SYETEMS EXCEPT ON
EXAMINATION OF INTERIORS OF OUTER BAGS THERE WAS EVIDENCE OF CUTTING AND
RESTITCHING STOP SURFACE DESPATCH 28/1 ONE BAG LC NOT RECBIVED

POSTHMASTER
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Government House,
Fallkland Islands.

15th February 1961

In continuation of my letter of Iebruary 7 about
X , mail, the Postmaster has reporied as follows on our latcst
D .« consigument:-

TSR

" Of the 55 bags of Znglish parcel moil
received on !5, Protector on 15th February
1961, four had been violated and the majority
of the parccls contained therein himd part or
a1l the contents missing. 'fhe scals of the
outer bapg: were intact b t on opening and
exanining the interiors of the outer bags
there was cvidence in 213 cases ol the bags
having been out anc restitened. EZxeept for
the one parcel which was missing altogcther
the value of the missing arbicles only awounted
to £31.10.3d. and consgisted of clothing, foot-
wear, bedding, a rug, tractor spares, a chiscl
set and a ring (£3.17.64d).

One bay of ordinary letter reil shinped on
Tl B, "Aumzon' failed te arrive.

The German nail (one bag eomtoining one
parcel) was reccived intact.®

I did not exsaine the insice of the cuter bog X
mentioned in my telegram to Sheffield, and perhaps it had
been cut in the same way as these lotesat bags, although
there was certainly no sign of this on the outside, It
is worrying tiat one ba: of ordinary letter wail has again
gone astray, but perhaps we will reccive it on the 'Dorwin's'
rct irn,

Jr’_.--- .

SIR MALCOLY HIZDERION, K€ MG.

SECLRETD




CONFIDENTI AL 307
\Gir j,g/'
#511/61) BRITISH EMBASSY,
MON TEV IDEO

February 22, 1961

The Ambassador, who is away for a few days local leave,
has asked me to reply on his behalf to your letter of February
7 about your mail problems.

I am sorry about the ROYSTON GRANGE consignment. This
seems a particularly bad effort and, in anticipation of
instructions which we shall no doubt receive from the Foreign
Office as a result of the approach mentioned in Sheffield's
telegram, I have written to the Director General of the Uruguayan
Post Office about 1it. I have always found him personally
friendly and ready to offer assistance, even if the practical
results have not always proved very effective. I propose to
follow up my letter in about a week by calling on Sr. Vazquez
to enquire what he has been able to discover.

I discussed with the Ambassador whether we should make
formal representations through the Foreign Hinistry here. He
felt that, although this might be the "correct" way to register
a complaint, it would not in fact be likely to achieve any more
than my informal approaches to the Fost Office. We know from
past experience that the Foreign liinistry would almost certainly
do no more than pass a copy of our Note to the appropriate
Ministry and reply saying that they had done so. So far as
the Foreign Ministry are concerned, this would probhably be the
end of the story and, if the formal complaint ever penetrated
as far as my contacts in the Post Office, they would be upset
that I had gone over their heads without any useful purpose
having been served. You may think this sounds unduly pessimistic,
but I can assure you that it is based on our locel experience of
how not only the Foreign Ministry but also the Post Office work.
The latter is notoriously inefficient - to use the most charitable
epithet - in its handling of local mail and I cannot imagine that
it would be any less casual in its attitude towards foreign mail.

I will write to you again by next month's DARWIN to let you
know the results of my discussions with Sr. Vazguez. After that
I shall be away until the end of July on home leave. In fact
we are at the moment rather thin on the ground here, since the
Administration Officer and Head Chancery Guard, who used to
organize the checking of your mail in transit, have just left
wi thout yet being replaced, so we may find it difficult to keep
the checks going until we are up to strength again.

Ll
<. Rose) ‘
His Excellency 1o
Sir Edwin Arrowsmith, K.CeleGa, Lo
Governor,
Falkland Islands, ol L
PORT STANLEY. EE meyreth
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25 It is alarming to note thet following allegations from
the Uruguayan Postal Authorities, we are now being openly accused by
Svitzerland of violating Swiss parcels. A rough translation of the
corresnondence received from Switzerland is at b.e.

3. Before replying to Switzerland, perhaps the P.M. and I
could discuss with you? - after we have cooled dowvn!}
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No.

MEMORANDUM.

5[

It is requested
that, in any refer-
vnce to this memo-

rlaljm the above
\ er and date
should be quoted.

Trom

Fosts & Telegraphs,

Stanley, Falkland Islands.

23ré llerch,. .19 61.

To The TTomourable,

Tne Colerdal Secretary,
STANLEY .

SUBJIECT :—

Violation of Falkland Tsleonds U

inils,

I am nleased to be able 4o report that all the mail which arrived

on the "A.E.3." yesterdoy was recelved intac

t

v 3ik



CONFIDEN TIAL

' (G’&l/61) BRITISH EMBASSY,

MONTEVIDEO

March 15, 1961

;meﬁcm.

> I In my letter 1511/61 of February 22 I promised to
write sgein abcui the results of my approach to the
Director-General of the Post Office regarding the mail
on the ROYSTON GRANGE,

Shortly after I wrote, I heard from the Foreign Office
that the G.P.0. were proposing to send out a reoresentative
to investigate the whole subject on the spot. The idea is
that he should follow a consignment of mail through all
its stages and discuss the problem with the Uruzuayan
postal authorities. The test consigpnment, of four parcel
bags, was placed on the ARLANZA on February 25 and is due
here to-morrow. The Post Office representative arrived
by air last night and will insvect it, accompanied by
Uruguayan officials,before it is handed over to the
Uruguayan Post Office and again when it is handed over to
the DARVIN next weelk, He does not expect that anything
very startling will in fact be revesled by these physical
checks but the most important part of his visit will be
discussions which he will have with the Director-General
here,

I myself am leaving for the United Kingdem in a few
days time sc will not be here to sece the end of this
enguiry. I will, however, ensure that you are informed
of any local points which come up and which may be of
interest to you and you will no doubt receive a report
through the Colonial Office in due course.

.th Bran /f
/ an X
Tﬁgm. Rose)
His Exeellency f% lanld e T Ak s
Sir Edwin Arrowsmith, K.C.M.G., I g VS,
Governor,

FATLKLAND ISLANDS. oM - i ‘i?"" e
CONFIDENTIAL bt % beeto .
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SONFIDENTIAL /

%5\ BRITISH EMBASSY,
S LRy NONTEVIDEO

Ao T March 21, 1961

4 /

Thank you for your letter of February 15, 1961 about
further losses from the Falkland Islonds mail.

2. As Rose has explained to you in his letter 1511/61 of
March 15, 1961 an official of the Investigations Branch of
The G.P.0. is at present in Montevideo. You may like to
have a brief account of what has transpired so far.

3 The four parcel bags in the test consignment were

examined in the hold of the ARLAMZA on arrival by the G.P.0O.
offieial in the presence of two Uruguayan post office officials.
The stitching on one of the bags looked slightly suspicious and
the bag was therefore openecd. The contents were found to be
in good order and the bag was resealed with the ship's sealing
Dress. The bags were then handed over to t e Urugusyan postal
authorities for safe-keeping until to-day. It is expected
that the G.P.0. official, again accompanied by his Uruguayan
opposite numbers, will o on board tne DARVII later to-day in
order to open all four bags. These will probably reach the
Falkland Islands sealed with this Embassy's seal.

L. Fortunately, an opportunity occurred for the G.P.0. official
to see for himself the arrangements made for handling meils in
transit and this enabled him to see where and how thefts of the
sort with which we are now familiar might possibly take place.

B a A long meeting took place last night with the icting-Director
General of Posts and some halif-dozen other senicr officiasls at
which the G.P.0. representative laid before the Uruguayans the
evidence which had led the G.P.0. to conclude that at any rate

a large majority of the thefts of Falkland Islands msil have
occurred while the bags have been in transit at kontevideo. By
the time all the evidence, including statistics, scientific
reports on the bags and seals and actual specimens of the violated
bags and seals themselves had been produced, the Urupguayans were
no longer able to deny the possibility that thefts were occurring
in Montevideo. They revealed that they were in fact intending

to construct a special cage Ffor mails in transit inside the
Karitime Post Office to which only one official would have

aCCESS. In response to a direct cuestion, they said they

noped to have this cage ready by the end of next monthe. Ir
indeed they do build it and make proper arrangements for the
safeguarding of the keys, 1t might well lead to an improvement

in security. At least we feel that the G.P.0. representative's
visit has served to put the Uruguayans on their mettle.

6. The guestion of our using a port other than kontevideo for
mail in transit was raised once more but it was agreed that it
would not be in the best interests of either the Uruguayans or
the British.

L 20 K pZZe

S e 41A2n€129na¢£4ﬁann
A{jﬁcxj @/',325 (M.S. Henderson)

His Excellency
Sir Edwin Arrowsmith, K.C.M.G.,

Governor of the
Falkland Islands.

CONF IDENTIAL
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No bboulp IL MEMORANDUM

It is re'quésted
that, in any refer- -
ence to this memo- | 28th I"‘aro.h._o.. 19 61.
rapdam the above \
n and date \

sh”e guoted. g To  The Honourszble,

From  The Suvperintendent, The Colonizl Secret
1 2l Secretary,

Posts & Telegraphs,
Stanley, Falkland lslands. | 7w

SUBJECT :— liail Viclations.

A11 meils received by "Darwin" p.m. 26th liarch were intact - except
that four basgs of English parcels had been opened in lontevideo and resealed.
This was done, I understand, on bHoard the "Darwin" by what wes described as
an "Inspector from Englend" in the presence of Uruguayan Postal Officials.

The "Inspector” apparently accompanied the bags from London on board "Arlanza'
and is investigeting mail violations. One of the bags was damaged at the

base and the label bears the following endorsement "THNIS SACK IS DAMAGED AT
BASE" and one other label was marked in pencil "? STITCHING" and later endorsed
in Spanish to the effect that the bag was in perfect state - the latter
endorsement was under the signatnre of ? Vazquez. No correspondence has

yet been received from the G.P.C. London regarding the activities of the
investigating officer.

&L
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Govermacnt liouse,
Fallklend Islands.

6th Apyil 1961

(My dear Sheffield)

I vas veiy interested to heor from llendezson aboutb
the vizit of the G.P.C. official to lFontevideo, ana of his

w3
neeting with the Acbing IDircctor General of Posts, and other

senior officlials. Henderson said that by the time o1l the
cvicense had beecn nroaiced, the Urugusyans were no longer
able to deny the possibility that thelts werce occurring in
Hoenbevldco. They say that they intend te build a asvecizl
cage for mails in tronsit, to which only cne official wiould
have access. it this is donc, and the keys are properly
pafe-pganreed, things should certululy dmprove.

As I think you may xiow, wo have had¢ trouble vZth

: 3 2 b ( 2587 E W : :
EF1 391 g_:.::u..L from Germony and Switzerlend, and you right be interested
—& . b

223 to see tne cnelosed corvesnondence about mall from Sudtzerland.

Yours ever,

(signed) Edwin Arrowsmith

NG fm/ al- 337
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Governnent ouse,
Fulidand 1o lands.

6%th April 1961

(My dear Henderson),
J.} E E L . L 3
S r Thonk you for your letter of llarch 21, about the
visit of the official of the Investigaticns Branch o the
C. .0. to liontevideo. I ves particularly intercsted in
your account of the meeting wAith the scting Dirccbor
Gencral of Poslts, and the nrocduction of 2ll the cvidence
by the G.P.C. man. 1t does seenm that his visit must have
done qocd, and if the cage is constrieved, and i propedm
arvangements can be made for the custody of the xkeys,
thinzs should certainly immrove.

I auite agree with you, that it would not be
feasible bto use a port other than Mentevideo for mail in
trongit.

Ihere have, of course, been violaticns of mails
other than thosc from the United Hingdor. The Swisc lost
Ufiice rccently sug ested that these might have occurred

2230~ 39 in S5tanley. We have denied any liability. and you may
' i like %o smecc the corrcsrondence which I enclose.

Yours ever,

{signed) Edwin Arrowsmith

s

SIk MATCUIM HENLAWBCH, X C.ilGe
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BRORESW (rough %ranslation ) &
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YENERALDIRETION DER POST-TELEGRAPHEN-MD TELEFHONVERWALTUNG
atc cte et

Rern, Rollwerk 25,
Gl TR SEE

Sir,

e have the honour to inform you thet ve have instituted an
anguirv into the subject of the h\rcol dececribed bhelow
QU

Yo, 778
Veipgnt 3 ke,
Dote of Posting  27th June, 1960C.
Cfiice ™ 1 Lia-Chaux—~de-TFonds 1
Sender M. Pdouard Messerli (on zccount of Cyma Watch Co. SA)
Addressee e, T. Pinnie, "¥elvin Store" .O. Rox 236,
IR Qi Grlev (Falland Tslando,.
Contents 8 srist watches with steel hacks

J. meta]l vrist watches

This parcel was contzined in the despztch o, 24 of the
t July, 1960, from our exchsnge oflﬂce of Chiasso 2 for that of
Hont evwdoo, rcpl stered under nositlca 5 of the way bill MNo, 2, rezched
its destination without contents (se e photcostat copy attached of a
communication from G.P.C. Pori St.nle* to ad’rassec of narcel),

We have subritied the matier inm question to the vostal administ-
ration of Urugzuay who have just sent us the result of their enguiry:

"e zre able to establich that varcel 772 on your enguivy wes
sent on 1o the Fallland Islends in “ﬂ““ect COﬁdluiOﬂa We can say
this as 21l the parcels put in our despatch Fo. 10 for Port Stanley
vere ezarmined in the presence of Custems officers, in itwss included
a percel ¥o. 3B2/7541 received violated by our office (»ulletin 504
Proces verbal 1),/60).

Afterwards we received a bulletin o, Ol4/c/47 from Port Stanley
declaring olher parcels received in the desvatch Mo. 40 were also in &
bad cordition. In view of the action we !FVG uaken, OUL office mast
te considered froe from resmonsibility in this matter,

In the circumsitances, it seems that the parcel in question was
sent on from Montevideo in zood condition, and complete, snd the
violation must have been pernetrated in your country npuer the
acknowledgement of despatch.

We ask you to order a thorough investigation in your office and
to communicatz the result to us as scon as possible, and pronouncing
on the question of responsibility. The sender cloims the usual
repayment of 45 gold francs plus the cost of postace, 4,20 gold francs,



COPY (rough translati‘nn) 32 38 32},\

‘ GENERALDIREKTION DIR POST-TEEEGRAPHEN-UND TELEPHONVERWALTUNG
ETC ETC ETC

Bern, Bollwerk 25.
28. XII. 1960,

Sir,

We have the honour to inform you that we have instituted an
enquiry into the subject of the postal pockets Fos. 609 and 611,
weight 9 kg 700 each and deposited at the Post Off'ice of Ste~Croix
by liessrs Reuge Sefe, Ste-Croix, addressed to Ilir. T, Binnie,

Kelvin Store, P.0. Box 236, Stanley (Falkland Islands). According
to a letter from the G.P.0, Stanley, the parcels in question arrived
in the Fallklend Islaonds completely violcted.

These two parcels were part of the parcels despatch No. 23
of 20th June, 1960. from the office of exchange of Chiasso 2 for
that of Montevideo. The Uruguayan service have just replied to
us concerning this subject :

"Referring to your letter 662, Am, 88.k of Hovember 1960, I
have the honour to inform you that the parcels in question were
received from the Chiasso Office with the wrappers in good condition,
and the weight in agreement with the respective bulletins, they were
forwarded to Port Stanley in the sazme condition as they were received.
Our of'fice has not received a Verification “‘ote on the subject from
Port Stanley”.

From this, there is cause to say that the two parcels in question
were sent intzet to Port Stonley and were violated in your effdge. Sonviw,

In the ciroumstances, we ask you to acknowledge responsibility in
this matter, The sender of the two parcels is entitled to the sum of
99 gold francs - comprising the usual indemnity (2 x 40) and tihe cost of
postage (2 x 9.50).

L BAko
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K)STS AND TELEGRARS DEPARTUIEIT,
662,124
€62 An 88.6.

003/1/106,
13th March, 61.

Sir,
I heve the honour to refer to your letters 662,12.4 ond

3 "35662 Am &G.6 of 21st and 2Bth Neceuwber, 1960 respeciively regerding

N
>0 325

——

thevislation of Parcels Nos. 600 and 611 stated 4o heve been

enclosed in Parcels Despatch No. 23 of 20th June, 1960 and Percel

Mo. 770 stated to have been included in Percels Despatch Fo. 24 of

ist July, 1960 - both Bespatehes origincting in the 0fTice ef Exchenze
of Chissso 2 for thet of lMontevigeo, Uruzuey:; ¢he percels in guestion
being forwarded to this Administretion in Montevideo Despeteh No. 10
dsted 46th Augzust, 1960, vhich arvived ot Port Stenley, Falklend Islends
on 20th August, 1960.

Despateh Ho. 10 from Nontevideo comprised three bags numbered
1 = 3 inclusive oand contained 1% percels in all destined for the
Folkland Islends and originsting from Switzerland, Germcny, Hellend,
United States of Americe end ifew Zeeplend., ALl three begs were
closely exanined on receipt and there wes no cxternsl evidence ol
nistreatment. The senls vere inteet buf on opening the bags, eech
one contzined wioleted parcels as follows :-

Bag g, 1. One psrcel violeted with conients conpletely missing
This mistreated parcel wes however covered by o Verificotion
Note fren Hontevideo to the effect thal the parcel wus received
in vhe Ururusyen service in & violated condition.

Ber o, 2. Two percels (Tos. 605 2nd 611) violsted -~ contents
completely nissing. Uo Verifiestion Mote wes enclosed.

Beg Yo, 3. Flve parcels {one of which wzs No. 778) viclated -
three vith contents completely missing and two cbviously
mistrested but contents apperently intact. MNe Verificotion
Mote accomponied the bag.
The usual Verification Yote (2 copy of wliich is oticched oo Apnenc‘:i:;!ﬁ)!
reporting the irresularities observed was prepsred and forwvnrded to vha
Uruguayen Postel Authorities Ly the first onportunity, In your leticr
662 An 82,6 of 28th December, 1960, under reference, it is stobed fhat
the Urupueyan service informed you that they had not wveceived o
¥erification Mote {rom this Administretion in respect of Parcels Hos.
609 and 611. This is 2 mistatement of frct on the part of the
Trusuoyen Post Office. The roeeipt of the Verifiication Fote wms
sclmovledped by the Uruguayan authoriiies and o Copy was roturned unde?
eover of a letler dated 23rd November, 1960 - a copy of this letter is
attoched as Appendix B. The Verifileation fote was not signed 4s
'Seen and accepted',

In thelr latter at Appendix T, the Urususyen Administration

nade a statement to the effiect that all mails destined for the Falkimd
Islands are under siriet contrcl on their arrival et the Hontsvideon
Offhces and also on their departure, with examination by custons £
officers, high officials Crom the British Legotion, eic,, etc. This is
2. further mistatement of fact inasmuch as officisls from the Dritish
Embessy do not as a rule examine 21l mails destined for the ¥Falldlend
Islends, although on occesions they have exomined closed mails frod |
England. ‘fhere is no evidence that Dritish officicls from the Fmbassy

gﬁmincd “ontevideo Despatch Ho. 10 and it is most unlikely that they

.-.onuloctnnlt is

The Director Generale des Postes,
Teclegrophes et Telephones,
Follwerk 25,

Tern,

Switzerlend
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It is however true to say that on this occasion senior offioclels
from the British Embassy were oalled to the Port Post Office in Montevideo
to inspect two baga of Enzlish and one bag of German mail which the
Chief Off'icer of the oncarrying vessel ("Daruin") to the Fallland Islands
had refuscd to accept on the grounds that he suapected the bags had been
tanmpered with, i.e. he considered they eppeared licht in weight. On
inspection, in company with the Chief of the Port Pest 0fflce and a
reprasentative from the ship's agents in Hontevideo, one of the English
begs centained viclated ifems as did the one from Germany. The seals
of all bags were intacet prior to opening by the above mentioned officials.
Wo Verification Note was received by the Port Stonley of'fice concerning
the violated items. The bags were merely rescaled and sent on. A report
was prosised by the Uruguayan suthorities but this likewise was not received
ot Port Stenley.

Violations of Talkland Islunds malls routed through Montevideco have
been oceurring for somc yeers and the complete dissppearance of sesled begs
of mall is not unkrowm. To illustrate - four bags of pail which formed
pari of’ London's Surface Despoteh Mo, 2L of 10th Fovenber, 1960, have still
not errived in the Fallrlond Islends despite the fact that the ship
("noyston Grange") which carricd fhe mail from London had a clear discharge
for the correct number of bLaps at Montevideo.

t is interesting to nete that mails shipped by direct vessel from
Liondon to the Talkland Islands arc slvays received intnct and I can hut
advise you to cause Swiss nalls o be ronted viz England for direct
shiment vhere noscible, I would point ocui however that there sre only
o linmited number of direct spilings {rom London aunually and some mails
must perforce continue %o be routed vis Yentevideo.

In all the eircumatances this Adminisiration must deny responsibility
f'or compensation in respeet of parcels Fos. €09, (11 and 788 referred to in
your letters under reference.

A copy of this letter is being sent 3o the Fogtmaster General,
Liondon for information.

I heve the honour to be,
Sir,

Your obedient servant,

(sgd.) J. BOUND

Superintendent,
Posts ond Telegraplis.
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Administration des Postes
Postal Administration of Service with the Administration

FALRLAND ISTANDS d. URUGUAY.

Bureau d
1Qﬂic‘e of i of .
expémll);:rd:uhl;:ﬁl?:in BULLETIN DE VERIF[CATION DNOE e SR uctllr;?;?r:l:lublljn:fl:l‘;iu
VERIFICATION NOTE No.OUl/C/LT
Date Stam concernant I’échange des dépéches !
concerning the exchange of mails !
Port S‘tanley Erreurs et irrégularités de toute nature constalees

Errors and irregularities of any kind observed

_1o(Aduana)

2L AU 60 dans la dépéche No. ..
int the mail No.
— du hureau d'échange d HlON tevidep

Stamp of the despatching from the office Of c'.\rclmnge Of " Stamp of the receiving
Feation : A - Veri
Z{f}f RV Tifcrion pour le bureau d’échange d. POI't S °anles?v€}$ Lt e
Jor l’la’ office of exchange ofG
pedice le 1.OFh Auge 49 604 hoh
Parcel Po 3%5/)(110/13{! on the +‘? ar
ERREURS OU IRREGULARITES DIVERSES.
ERRORS OR IRREGULARITIES.
(Manque de la dépéche, manque d'envois recommandes ou de la feuille d"avis, depéche spoliee,
sac en mauvais état, indications inexactes sur les formules AV2, AV7. etc.)
(Non-receipt of the ingil, non-receipt of registered articles or of the letrer bill, mail rampered with,
bag in bad condition, incorrect entries on forms AV2, AV, etc.)

m.

-.The_above despateh was regeived in this = |
_service on 20th August,1960. All bags

_contained violated parcels as per attached .
statements Your BV 50/Acta 14/60 refers to

...Parcel 382/7611 from sack No.1. This parcel
-vas opened in my presence and I.confirm that .

Port Stanleyi.2hth Auge. 19 60 s 16y 19

the the

Les agents du bureau qui établit le bulletin : Yu et accepté : Seen and accepted :
Officials of the office which prepares the note : Le chef du bureau auquel est adressé le bulletin :
Officials in charge of the office 1o which the note is

(Sgd-)H-TLUXTOP‘ addressed

o Postmaster.
03364 M794236 We.TP152 D4.53i22726 11/59 5 Pads D&Co.(S)Ltd. Gp.779-15a
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DETAILS OF MISTREATED MAILS

Uprasuaye

[ 2 & T3S
Despatch No... 10 dated 1558 fugust, 1950, o FALKLAND ISLANDS
Payrcel \ » | | T Declared [
Addressee Sender Declared contents - Remaining contents . l Remarks
Number ‘ Value
| |
SHL e | ‘
332/75i11F e TaCoeLitde, 'nrte;, 12 3/Gteel vatches BT ¥e 1820600 BY 50/Acta 1L/60
PORT STANLEY TLouls Brandi & FranTR,
IBISHANE,3witseriand. |
Bag 2¢ ' |
505/81G AT, Binnie, ‘Reuge SA, 'usic Soxes H.I.L. e 257400
'Box 236 8te=CROIX, ‘
[PORT 2TANLEY. Swuitzeriande |
ssan IR TR e 457.00

|/8u9'p B 3

n/nds413

Hr & I'rs T.tleurct,
PORT STHANLEY

675/8713¢ . 1.Caltda,

278/87113

FORT STARLEY.

TeBinnie,
Box 236,
POET STANL®Y.

éju/875?F.z.co.Ltd.

]

56/8758

PORT ZTANLEY.

Rev Rr.l«loozendaal
St larys Churei,
PORT TATLEY.

j *esno

Yisaes R & P Cloos,
31h6 wnitfield Avee
Cineinnatli 293 Ohioe

| Rolex SAy
GENEVA.

F.Mcessaerii,
Sucees 25,
lLa-Chaux-de-ﬁonds.

Justus van Haurik HV.

iclarastraat 25
THERTOG UNR2OGH,
lfollande
Uitgeverl] Bavo,
Brink 20,
DLVLITTER,
Hollande

h AlbDuiice

1 Roekwosd {otltery Tile

12 Steecl Bracelets

8 Gold wrist waiches
L Zetval wrist watchcse

Cigars.

|
il7ully opened but contents apcar unnarnédd

NItk

191 8 AT

'
4
(ani |
-

R

| 5
5

-

U OO0

fe 252.00

Fei1125400

/1266460

PERES

APPEAR UNHARNED
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REPUBLIgm 0 DEL
’ oo lontevideo, 23 de noviembre de 1960.~

DIRECCION GAERAL DE CORREOS

—— e

DIVISION SERVICIO INTERNACIONAL

SIRVASE CITAR
Dirececidn General de Correos

No. 1952 PORT STANLEY - ILES FALKLAND,-
Expte 3885/60,~
MIS/fo.- Senor Director General:

Tengo el honor de devolverle sdjunto el bo-
letin No. 044/C/L7 de es> Administracion concerniente
2 irregularidades constatadas en el despacho Ho. 10

(Aduona) de encomiendas postales.-

Segin se lo expresabamos en nuestro boletin
de verification Mo, 50 - Acta 14/60 que incluiamos en
2 Anexos el despacho 10 precitado, solamente la encomicnda 382/
7611 fue recibida de origen expoliada.- Z1.minucioso
control ejercido sobre todos los envics no denuncio

ninpuna otra anormalidod.-

Corresponde hacer caudal que todos los envios
destinados 2 Fallklond Islas son motivo de un estricto
contralor a su llegada a nuestras oficinas y 2 su sali=-
da, con intervencion de funcionarios aduzneros y altos
comisionzdos de la Legacion britaniecs y, a veces, como
lo ilustra la copia de nota que apgreganos, hasta de un

delegado de las Agencias de los buques transportadores,.-—

Todo eso esta plenamente probado por la nume-
rosa documentacion que poseemos y de la gue hemos dado
traslado tanto a esz Administracion como a la britanica.-

Reitero al senor Director General laza expre-

siones de mi elevada consideracion,
por el Director Gencral
(8gas) " T fakR 2

lMiguel I. Salinas
Jefe del Servicio Internacional
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Rough translation of the attached Press cutting.

Newwpaper "EL PAIS" page 6,7th March, 1961. MONTEVIDEO

" Defining responsbilities.

THE POST OFFICE FORMULATES EXPLANATIONS
RE THEFT OF CORRESPONDENCE IN TRANSIT/ .

"The Direction General of Posts has sent us the following communication,
in which it makes clear its own position regarding the thefts of
correspondence in transit for the Falkland Islands and which ham been
denounced.

The press of the 3rd makes echo of a telegram from Londond
in which the spoliation of correspondence and parcel post destined for
the Falkland Islands has been denounced, adding that these irregulariti
take place in our post office.

This Office - duly authorized and informed - makes clear that

HXK what is now denounced has been taking place from years back and that

the National Posts has taken the necessary intervention in order to cle

the matter up Dby an internal investigation and with the assistance,
also, of a functionary representing the British Embassy, fiscal officers
from the Customs, a representative of the Royal Mail Lines company
and local CID policey in order to verify processes and to get the sacks
sealed , in transit, wilih the seal of the Emﬁbassy to assure the final
stage of their transit.

It would be a long process to relate all the antecedents
of this matter, but it is important to underline that already by
Files Nos. 1982/59 and 3618/60 of the International Service
(As.24/50 of 25/V1/59) the British Post was informed - with the
necessary proofs - of the results of the investigation that was held,
and that in no manner affected the Uruguayan Postal Services.

- Nevertheless, and notwiths&adding the control effected by the
Embassy in Uruguay, further caaims came in denouncing the loss of
parcels for that destination (i.e. Falkland Is.)

In this extreme, it was requested that the transit through our
port should be set aside, because it was creating an obligation on ourx
Post Office in regard to postal sacks which, in accordance with an
International Covenant can not be opened at a port of transit, this
notwithdtanding it was being saddled and held responsible for those
irregularyties.

Lately, under date of 12/7/60 (As.26/60) the London post dfice
requests information regarding a despatch N6. 24 for the Falkland Islapy
whieh failed to arrive there, and immediately enquiries have been
instituted the results of which willY be made known opgortunely.

Note. This is a horribly involwvq
bit of 'official' Spanish and m
most qifficult to translate.
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COLONIAL OFFICE e

GREAT SMITH STREET, LONDON S.W.l
Telephone: asBey 1266, ext.

Our reference: G0 207/5 0/01 ]
Your reference: 17th Llay, 19641.

251 Thank you for your letter of the 6th April about
" the mails. . T =
5331 e sent copies of it and the enclosures to the
-—== G,P,0. and T have now received the enclosed leiter
and revort from them. ‘e seem to have made some

progress at last, although it looks as if we must
not expect too mach, even now!

Yours sincerely,

(A.H. SHEFFIELD)

Sir Edwin Arrowsmith, KCIMG,
Government House,
FALELAID TS LAYDS
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Postal Services Departwent
¥.0, Bailding, 3t.'artin's le Grand
. Londeon, ©.C.1.

Ath Y¥ay, 1941,
Dear 3heffield,

7 am not sure whether ws have bsen keeping you fully in the
picture s rsgards our in-estigations into the Talkland Islands'
losses. If not, T apologise, but you will remerber that T =aid
w2 had in mind to send somebody to ontevideo; we 4id this and
T think T cannot now do better than send you conies of his report
and of that of the Embassy official who assisted him.

The main point that emerges is, of course, that the Urugnay
Post Office has now admitt ed the vossibility - dare I say
probability -~ of the losses occurring at Montevideo, and has
promised to take steps to seal off the vnlnerable noint, It
seems that have no plans whatever for seeking to apprehend the
eulorit but I suopose we must be thankful that they are at least
proposing to make his pastime more difficult!

We propose to continie for the vresent with our snecial
sealing arrangements but we hove that th= steps that have been
teken will render these unnecescary soon and we shall watch for
reports of future arrivals with great interest.

Yours sincerely,
(sgd) B. J. Rose
P.5. ©Since dictating this and while I have been waiting for the
copies of reporis, I have received the cownies of

Sir L. Arrovsmith's correspondence for which T thanl yon.

B.J.R.

A. H, Sheffield, Esq.,
COLONIAL (FTICE.
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e Jomtroller,

4t 7ill be seen from ooples of Poreign Office coryresapondence now at pages 2L
$0 .8 that whan the Urugusyan Postal Authorities learned of the Parlismentary question
regardingz these sistreatmwents they were "ruffled”. It zoem: that the jmplication in
the question placed ther on the defensive and provoksd unfevourable press comzent.
Trasiations of a statemont by the Director Ganarsl and 2 Communigue issved by the
Poat Cffice sre at pages Lé . 3/ .

Againet this beckgrourd H.M. Bmbassy in Uzugusy suggeated that 1t would be
impolite#in crezte the improssion thet my visit to Montevideo wasz for the scle purpose
af teatirg the treatment of the despatch in guestion wnilat it was in the sustody of
the Uruguaysn Post Office there. My visit waes 1o be made to appear part of a chesk of
the entire route of the mail. Acgordingiy, I travelied to Montevideo on the 43th sod
on sxrivel or ths i14th discusasd toe nutter with H.M. Corsul, who 1s elso st Seacretar
at the Embasav, ¥r. C. M. Rose.

¥r. Roge re~iterated and emplified tne reasons offered for zy heing avaiieble to
oheck the beagas before thay wers off-loaded rwom the 8.3, "Arlauza® - the baegs 1 had
coacked at Tilbury befors she sailed - and arrsngements wers mede Tor en intervies witd
ths Director General of Posts next day, the 415th March, 1960.

At that meeting Mr. Rose, Mr, Stephaen de Mowbray, 2nd Secretary at the Embaesy,
wto was to take over from the former Iwo dgys la*ter, ard I, met the Director Generzl

. danor Vasquerz, 3r. Bosarioc Brinc, Irnspector Genersl ard Sr. L.E. Gastellsnos, We

eonfinac our discussions to arrangemenis f'or meeting and checking the maiis due the
following morning and arranged a further meeting to tuere pilace during .the Tollowing
weak to discuss the general probiem. 3y then I uoved to have mede s osourtesy vieit to
the Post Offine and Scriing 0ffices etc., and %o have had & discussion with the Hastsr
of the s.5. "Darwin®™ and; of course, to have had a furthar check of the hags just prior
to their being loaded to the s.s. "Durwin" due te saill for Port Starley on the

2iat March, 1961.

Un Thursday the 1%th March, de Mowhray, who was ostenaibly there solely as wy
interpreter, ent I joined the Inapecior General, 3r. 3rano, another Post O0ffice
Inspector, 3¢, L. A. imeatoy, and the Loeal agent .of the British Shipplng lines,

Mr. F. Drever, before voarding the "aArlanza™. The Uruguayars were content with an
axternal examinetion of the bags. The stitehing a! fe buse of one sgemed irregular
and they obviously entertulned sowe doubts avout it. T opened the outer bag .and found
the inner bag to be in perfect conditisn but neverthelsas opesned fhatl and found the
three insureé parcels to ba inteci.,/ Mone o the bags had been interfered with) The
baz wes re~tied and acalsd, but this Time with tne shiu's seals and press. All the
vags were paraitted to taks their coures, the Uruguaysen Postal 0fficials declaring
that ths specin) check was unkrzown to the ranx ana file of the Fost Office.

Later the sane day tre British Sxhassy received & telephone messace {roa the

Bustoms Gffice reporting that a itag frow Gt., Britain to Port Stanley was "imperfect®

ani zsking that aomeone ingpect the hag. de Xowbrey and I went there and saw that the
bag was, ad .expected, that which we had oysned earlier in ths day. It wes deing
retained with the others in a Customs clearing office and thg suymmons to the Exbassy
had in t'rot baen made by an cfficer =uployed en openirg parcsls {or Justoms internal
exeminatior, the funetion of u Postwse: 1.%. In the L.F.%., Poreign Section (R.AH.) 1t
seensd 2dd thet thers aaz no irnterventior al supervising ‘evel. T formed the impression
thal had the report been mede et a ligher level we might have suarscied that the
suparvisor had peen warned to have the despatch specially fcrutinized.

¥a took the opportunity to examine the arrengewments for dealing with transit bags
and learned from the Post Cffice men in tha fustume Depot that only parcel bags sre
taken there, the latters going elsewhers for retentior. The parcel bags are dumped in
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sy eonvenient place in the fourth floor of the Customs House,but outsife the Custons
smblosare in whioh are kept ell inward paroels and pesckots awsiting collection b
adfressaes. (¥hen Custome duty exoeeding a certain emount ia raised on en irwand
ipesint. or perwal the addrssses is notified and required te sttend a pohlio counter
2rd 2o paj ety ahd olear the item),

¥his eaclosure, contalining thousards of pcatal packets,in protastied from the main
fleer workirg ocly by a wire mosh partition approxisately mix fest high. Ona's first
Toaction 1s to spoculate &s to why s thief should go to the lengihs of cuiting and re-
spwing trenelt bags to reach parsels when only this partition ssparates hixm from a0
Bary ou which the contents are cpenly declared. The declarstions sre undoubtedly in
fareign lamguage but moat could he understood by the aversge Jouth American. It was
azoertained that this offica 1s open only between 1.C p.a. and 7.0 p.z. dally, Halls
taken off ships at other tises we wers told, sre teken intc a nearby shad cn the dookas.
We visited .this shed and discusced with ths Officer in Charge there the arrangasstuts
for looking efter the mails. : - ™ amgto

It seems that only parcel bage are brought inio this shed, tha letfers belxng
segragoted st the quaysids immedintely thoy are off-loadad from the skipa., If the
*Parwin® ia dus within " day or twc" the bage are retained in this shed for Aireot
transfeir and do not go into the Cuastome House. This ahed alaso houses a Branch Fest
Cffics, pertitioned cff from the main enclosura. The dcors fros the Branch office
giving aoocess to the malr part are open at 1l tiues giving acoess to enythirvg theie,
Thia shel ip for the exsluaive uge of the Post Office but it 2lso oonteine a huge safe,
the property of IR Customs BRISH oontains contrsband and is siated to be rerely used.
¥& ware $oid that arreugemedts wers hsing zade to seal off the Brerck Office portion
of the premises. The Officer in Cherge slso informed us that the keys of tha Bransh
#fflen whiak are, of course, keys giving eccess to the shed are retained by the late
duty officer whan he goer off duty at 9.0 p.m. daily, and the early duty officer
opeas ot 7.C. @.m., with e set of keys already in his posssssion. He was unsble to ssy

how many sets of keys were in existence.

8o mueh wa giesned from the xen on the spot following our summons to check the
oantents of the parcel bag off-lecaded from the "Arlanza®,

I disouesed ihe matter with Mr. ¥, Drevsr, the Agent in Hontaevidec far the
British Bhipping Ccapsnies. He reforred .to tha tranafer of the mails from the
R.¥.5. *Driva" &lrect to the 5.8. "Darwin® (serials 19-21) when twe Britieh bags were
rejected. As ®e already knew, thess bage were retained overmight in the ¥oatevideo
gffice avng on irspection the following day one beg and vontents were intact and che
cther oconteinsd lottor packets in am open condition; cre lace met proper t¢ cne of
the packeis could nct be found. Neitber of these begs Lore signs of having besn
tampered with, but a German bag which had been in the offlces for sors days, ond was
rejooted et the same fime ss the British bags had been cut and reswsn in the usuel
fashion. ¥yr. DLrover assured me that he followed in a car the mail bags from U.K. as
they wore bedng driven direct from one ship to the other., There was no gquestlion of
thedr Buving been tampercd with whilst the local peopls handled them om that cacasiona

Later, in dlscusaing the incident with the “"Durwin’s” captain, ¥r. F. Whits, and
the Pirst Officer, ¥r, W. Goas, I learnad frox ths latter that on the shipment in
guestice tho™s was little cargc spart from the mail bags. He deocided to eorutinise,
for the firnt time ever, each beg as it ceme gboard and it wam during this detailed

. emanination of more than 20C he rTejected the thres, the Britieh bage becavse, he asaid,

they wers too light to copntain parcels and in one he felt loose wrappings {In fnod
they wore letter vage 2nd wore not cefcient in weight) and the Germeu bag 2s ne
tivought it, teo, to be underwsight. I reiterate this inoident at length because at
ogur sudeefuent meeting with the Urugusyan Postal Authorities it loomed large snd
threatened te Gosiroy cur vase. To revert, it seecsd clear that Mr. Goss was
 Anterminod to rejeot some bags <uring bis speoial sorutiny end these were the straws
he clutohed. But the fact lg that when one of the bags was opened naxi deay in the

/presence
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preroeee ©f various local cfficisls wost of the wrappinzs of the packets wore locee,
&8 were asvers) srticles, tobanoco pipas and others whick ome would have.thought tu
Bsvs Beei: move attrective than tho ons miasirg articls, e lsce mst. There scemed mo
Peay explasation for this isolated incident.

+ - Prior to neeting the Orugusyan Fostal Authordities, H.YU. Amdasdador, Sir Helsolm
Il‘ilraon, gipousead with Mr. de Mowbray and ms the %cotiss to beo adopied. It was
docided thet de Kowhray wes to ba present in the scle cspacity os Antarpreter st my
mpeting with the Direotor Genersl, otherwise this would have meont bringing in tke
lozal Yoreign Offices thus rdding to the complications of an slready diffiouwdit sitvebicn.
It wor decided alsc to prepera and translsie s summsyry of the Tacts showirg the total
sumber of despatohes durdng 1950, the number of direct wsils which resshsd Poxt Stanloy
in gooé order, the mumdesr teken into Hontevideo(and carriod by Aifferent ships)which
dif wot, the nusber of Cormen mistreatmenic acd their sipjlarity te those mwffered by
U.Es maile, and to couolude with the dntelled incideats conecerming the ®Hahane® zsal
sxd the reptitohing cases affecting two difWorent dompatokes carried cn {iffevrent ships
to Montevideo and on Alffarent shive themss to Port Stenley. The Sovermmend Chemisti®s
rerersa on the condition of pertain seals, atriags and bags were to be translntel o

Gpaniéaha = .

On the 20th Kerch, 1951 when Kr. de Mowhray end I arrived ot Post 0ffice
Haadquarssrz for our messting, not only wero wo grested by no fewer than seven officials,
from the Divector Gemersl, 3r. Rduardo Vaagues, To an ®Ingpactor of Posta® and an
intorpteter, but the preeamen and photographers were also 3u attendance. de Howbray
withdrer fron this sapsct., In tha following day's press rovoris my visit was desorided
e & "aourtesy call®. At pagea Y7 to 'rare deteils of these in ationdance and a oapy
of de Mewbrer's report to the Embesay. :

¥r, d= Eowbray thex rcad from the sumwmory of the £ ects, snd wee.intezzunted at
fraquent intervals by verious membera of his avdience. With sous diffieuity e vesched
ilve conslusion, at shich were produced the Covernment Chemist's reports and photographs,
and the setual bvags recsived off the H.M.8. "Protector” snd one off the "Derwin® (I
took thes with me baving out three approxivately six inches from the bosz). I alae.
produned fer their inasp#ction the base of an unused Lag srd dezconstrated the rethoad used
by the thief. By now the epprositicn war silenced; they capltulated and disclesed that
thoy had sireedy hed plans to censtruct en enclosure within the existing "¥aritise
Office®, the Docks Post Office elveady referred to. They intended making it & lock-up
epslosure and wmaldng one person responsibie for the key which iz 0 be adequutely safe-
gusrded. o s -

= *he Direotor Senerel, in response to my requect, promised that the altoraticns
(part of ihe existing shed ig to be caged erf from the Bransh Office, the fensing to
oxtend to the ceillrg) would be completed by the end of £pril, 4961. He sxplained that
the Departient would not ba granted enough ronsy to build e diriding well and that wire
wagh fencing war ths most that could bas hoped for. I hed the imprassion thet tus local
people already appreciated that the emistrsateenis were occurrding whilat the bsgs ware
in the Naritimo Offics and that our facts mersly confirewed their fears. Thiz would not,
of sourse, eccourt for the letter bag mistrosimests; and when this wes put %o the meeting
it was agrezd thet all transit mails, lstters and psroels, will henceferth be teken
from the inward ship into the new enclosure to await trensfer to the sbip destined for
thae ¥alkland Jslea. There in no need for sither to be teken into the Customsz House or
the Caniral Post Office.

At nb tive duxring the mseting did anyone suggest taking cteps to identifly ths
offendor(s) or to institute dstective sncuiries of any kind. I did not reise it aa
the Bebassy bhad earlier suggested that the looel guthorities might infer from sush a
puggestion that we were seeking compensation for the lossen. This would, i wss 2aid,
stiffer thelr resistence and Jeopardise our chances of obtaining their co~speration in
increesing the sseurity errangements. PNeverthelsss, it dose not. seem fo hawe cccuryed

/to
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te ampens present to seek datailed information which might essist in dstective
enguiries. #r. Galleriss "Chie’ of tbe Letter Division™ whe var partioulerly
pugnislawe and 4ifficult until he wes zilencsd by the Director Cemersl, asked that
‘thc‘pu!ﬂ bage b6 loft sc that he could.fird out whether the subatitute thread “ie
woelk 48 Newmtevideo®. Thoy were left, as were the Spanish translatiosns of tho
Sotesnnent Chenlist's reports 2nd the photographa. The meoting onded most curdially
withadihy Plvsotow Gemersl assuring us that everything pcasibla will be dome at the’
earlicEt aumsyi .

R an a0t oo eptimistic about the speed with which anytbing will ever be dope.
I &n %) that V3¢ Toadiness with which promises are made is satcbed orly by the
tardimesr of their isplepentetion. Butf nothing wore could he hoped For. deé Kewhray
of 1&e Bebadsy hes prooized to make dizcreet enquiry at infervels and keap ro
infarmed of progrese, if eny: end in the meentime ¥r. P. Drever, the Shipping Agent,
is makring a tecovd of wnioh errdvels ars taXzan to the Neritime office snd which, if
any, d4pest inte the Customm House or to the Ceatral Soriing 0ffice,
) Sufie \

On-tle 2jet March, 1964 tho Urugueyea Postsl Authorities were present and sav
thze faw parcel bags checked by me az thay came on board the 3.8, "Daxwin®. Al wers,
of oourze, lr good order.

e adxiristration of the postal service in Uruguay is net of & high atanderd,
nor is ke sexrvice or Alssipline., The stondard of affigiency i3 very poge and the
 Authorities éc noit seom by any moans to be soncerned o raise it. I learned that in
1956 ihe: Ma'‘ted Eations, through the'Teshniocal Ascsisiance BS¢ard, in on effort tso
roduce complsints affecting the internaticnal services ssnt an expert to wdviee on the
adpivigtration of the Post Office. Professor Roger Pelgar arrived in April, 1955 to
study "traffic in registered and unrsgistered letters, the giro sysiem and to make
recoamendationa®,

Qameurzently with bis study, which, incidentally lasted until Jemuary, 1958, &n
axtensior of 42 msonths at the reguest of the Uruguayan Postrl Authorities, ancther
U.bH, Mxpart was msking recemmondations regardiog the oompletic replacesent of obaclete
equipment for telscommmications and the establisghment of urgently poedsd circuits
of uu?tmicationa to North Amerise and Burcpe. (U.N., I1.T.U. Telecomma. 168 pars 56
xefers;.

Professor Polgar's study is cealt with in the "Quarterly Repcrts" of the U.N.,
?,4.8. (T.A.B. SLB/R15 et seq.) and shors 2 brave attempt to erfect some improvement
in the primitive atate of the pcstal servises at ell ateges, from legzl provisions far
budgetery allocations to the opening of sub-offices to relieve pressure in the over-
erowded Yesd Office. He produced from U.N. rescuroes model equipment to train locel

in use of new techniques. 5,000 dellara' morth of equipwent was provided,
and Shroughout the two-yeer study verious technical improvements were introduced.
But sémco the expert's departure, it seems, things have stood~etill; scarcely an
sffice below that of the Director Gencral bomsts even a telephons, and thers ies 0o
genze @ urgersy sbout anytbinz that is to be dene. An dnmerd parcel mall which
reaadad Hertzvides on the Bth Ootober, 1960, und was not dealt with until the
Jth Wavesdor, 190 (papers D¥.1112/Momtevideo/3%/60/156 refer) 1s & feir illustration
&f the speed with which most {things ere dona.

Bossver. el this wes outsidec my terme of refereace but | mention 1t to illustrate
the EAfftaxlty one can expeot to encournter in sny subsequent offort to induce the
suthoritiss ta teke sction on behslf of this - or even thair own -
adwisisiration.

It may be that the personal contact forzed by my visit will belp but.I aw mors
; _of the valus of sesi-cfficial representations tu be mede through the good
affioss. of ¥r. 3. 4. e Morvbray of ths steff of the Britigh Ewbaszy.

1

/1 suat


authorit5.es

Il‘!‘

in paauing that the assistance rendered me hy the Embassy staff w#as
'ﬁow’brq in particular being content to give cur problems kis undivided
i’& _F., ny“ﬂ itl

\;‘ oonside"cd that the enquiries have esteblished beyond avy doubt that

n'ts are not cocurring before the despatches are msdse up in the LPS

A.H e.a.nd that acme of the security arrangements in force thers might be

_“'q-- t'he persopal inspection by loca) Inweatigation Duty Staff and the

bagging. It might be az well to retain for a further period the apecizl tying
g devices.

ﬁ{: j
=0 (I , 1 !
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FRECORD OF MXETIKG WITH POST OFFICE OFf -
—-——-m—gm-&nim f I

U
Preasat: Pireaior CGensrel Irnterino

8r. Eduardo Vesquesz, L

Inspector General Interino/

Sre Roserio Bruno, !
ga:.sf [Jefe Interino dea la Division -

Econéndss, 5r. Iuls Eéuerdo

Caatellénoa. S PPy

Incpector &a Corress, Sre. lala Ae

Az3zioy, :

. Jefe de la Divicion Sopvicio
>4~ /| Intermacicnal, Sr. Higuel 2eilvas
P~ Jefe de 1a Division de Correce,

Sr. Luia Fidal Czllerisw
: ;Jefe da Boletin 0ilelisl’y Prensa,
Qjﬁf /' Spr. Miltum Horshle.,
K Je Culidbort, QoP:0e
Selo da Howbray, Fibame¥e

The press wss awalting w when wa
arrived for ths maeting. I explained that
the Eabassy aa such was not officially
involved in the dispcussionz which wers
betyean the two Post Offices. I was there
enly es Culderts interprster and itherefors
dld not wish to be photographed. Culbars®s
photegreph appeared in "EBL DERATEY thia
morning.

2 The folleowing poinis wers then put O
the Uruguayene orglly:=

(a) While mell robborise cccurred
here and thsre throughout the
world, the casa of the Fallkiand
Iglands mall wee unigue for &he
frequency and persistence of the
thefta.

() They had been going ou aince essdy
1958, In come cases, sarl and
tiea had beesn removed and Tropleced
but in most the seans of bags had
been cut and re-—-sewn in such & Ty
as to pass any but the mesi thorough
sxaminations

{e) During 1960, there had besn 28
degpatches of parcel mall to
Port ctanleye. Seven of theza wsre
by direct ships (A.E.8.(l),
Shackleton, John Biscos end Kipts
Dan). All arrived intact. Sheeo
were eanveyed dirsct from shipy o
ship in Hontevideo, All arrived
intact. Oof the 18 which wege in
Hontevidseo in tronglt sewen
arrived intact and eleven (inwelvwing
22 bag and 422 parcela) were
tarpered withe Thees malls wers
brought to lontevideo in eight
difrfercnt ahipe = Aragon, ARMagon,
Drinay, Durango, Royston CGramgs,
Paragury Ster, Urugusy Star snd
Brazil Gtep{3)e

/(28) eee



(a)

{a).

- At thiz point various mightly haated
attexpis were made 9 draw mdmham"i.,;gs
ecroas the traiite

(1L) vy mgi‘m to & hag fer

(ni)"hy referring to s letter beg vwhic!

v

Sogs

(t)

. photegrephe, Tho bases of two of tho

(g)

. branch snd the Captzin sisc took
. apecial precsuiiauna. A seal found

3

finiahed,
refusped to ocsaal gesps of Yqud cosm nds
eerioza®.

By the t‘.l.h_t_hie evidenca had becn

/5 K Minutes.

Erastly similpr thef'ts had heen
ocsurring froe Sernen mnails for the
Falkland Islends. Theas nalls wvere
trought to Mentevideo in German
ghipa. In 1950, 12 despatches from
Eemburz to Port Staniecy wers riflsd.

Eails are usnﬂl* carrisd from

Ecnntovides ¢o0 Pert Bienley in ths
Darwin but this ic not elweye tha
gase,. DBoth the John Biscesa snd

V4

HeMeSe Pretimsetor have carrisd despaﬂ‘hesp

(1) BY suggaating that Darwins®
erey Right bs digshenzate -

HB.X.8: Protector which had goxe
to.Busnen Alres in error where it
might have been rifled,

el
g

beorn transferred direet Trom
Didne to Derwin and found to have
bosn tampered with on arrival at
Port Stanleya

Seientific reports on several of the

&augaa begs anid p2els werc hundsd
the Vrvgusyens togsther with

meil-begs were also handed over. )
One of thoss bad been e arricd by

the Azmagon to lontevidec and by
Protecteor ¢o Port Sienlay; the
other had been earried by Brazil Sial
and Darwin. The meathod used for
opening the seem of ths bag wss
identical 1in bBoth csses. he
Urugusyons asked to keep the bags in
order to fipd .out whether the thread
used for restitching the bsags vas
evailehble in Hontsvideo.

L4

Dsspatch Fo, .26 by "Royston Grange"
was .made up specially 'u.nder the

superviasien of .the 3.P.0'e investigation

on a latter bag from this consignmenf
torned cut to Le a Havana seal which
could not heve been obtsined in
London or on board "RiMyston CGrange
(which culled only at the Cepe Verds
Islends befcra ltontevideo) or at
Port Stanley.

Uraguayan protestations had been

The Mtimg Direetor Goucrai and
Jother ...

it
ﬁ\mt 1.0 G -u."d-fy

Cossirged "3'{»0?

MOTHING TO BE WRITTEN IN THIS MARGIHN.
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NOTHING TO BE WRITTEN IN THIS MARGIN.
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othar officlials oxprecsed grant CORCIrn
and explainsd that thay wero intonding to
build a specisl cage® in the Usritirne Post
Office 'for mails 4n trensit. Thay
asgaraed us that it would cnly havs ox@
entrence and the key would bs in ths charge
of one person onlye. Thay ssid it esuld
be ready by the end of April.

Hotg: kEr. Culbert had already imspocted
the fourth floor of the Aduana and tho
Haritime Post Office in both of whkich
Places bage in trsusit sre stored. I
seers likely that the lattor is thg
place where the thefis hgve been
oceurring, The Heod of this offigs
hed elrsady told us about the wire cage
PrOpO82l.

Minutes.

L. The idsa was thet gl) PolXland Islandg
mail both lstters and parceles wourld
henceforward be8 stored sxcluslively in this
cagto Sr. Cagteliano asksd 12 1¢ wouvld
bz possible to ensurs thet Iin fufure no
Falkland Islande mail and pargele would bo
included in bags for UHontevideo,

¥r., Culbert agreed to look imte this but
thought that s8¢ far as othsr countiries
wers cancerned, this would be s metter fop
the Intermational Poatel Union,

5. Znspeetion of mall corried by "Arianzs”

: Meacrze. Culbort, Drever and de Nowhrey
together with Sres. Bruno and Amesztoy wend
on board tae Arlansza soon after arzivel on
Harch 96. Ons of the four parcel begs
had asomz sugpiecious piltching round the
dbase and it was therefore opensd. Tha
parcels were in good order and the bag

was subsequently hended ¢o the Urugueysn
Postal Authorities in the normal way.

The same ovening the Adupng informed
the Embassy that they had received gome bags
of mull, one of which had bsen openad,
Messrs, Culbert, de Mowbray and Hugo Vasguesn
went tc the Cusioms to dlscover that the
bags were in fact those from Arlanza.

The suspect bez was opensd znd chesked aros
more. On Ha—ch 21, Measrs. Culbert znd

de Mowbrasy in compeny with Srss, Brume and
Ameztoy went on board "Darwin" with the
four parcel bags all of which vers opsnsd
and found in order. The parcels were
repasked in single bags and sealed with ¢hs
Embassy seal. The arranrements for
eafeguarding meil in “"Darwin" were explained
to Eres. Brumo and Ameztoy.
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2lst June 1361

(Dear Sheffield),

Jany thanizs for sending me copies of the
record of the meetings between Culbert and de lowbray,
and the Uruguayan Postal luthoritics. I om surc they
will have a good effect, althoupgh, as you =3y, we
cannot ezpect too much, A3 an exam-le of this, an
airmeil which left here in the 'Jolm biscoe' on the
23%h spril was delayed in Fontevideo for a month,
firally reaching London on 3ri Juns.

Yours sincerely,

signed Edwin Arrowsmith

S >
»Lel

6.6/
200
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A.H, Sheffield Esc.
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No.

It is requested
that, in any refer-

MEMORANDUM

ence to this memo- 18th July, 1961 e

randum the above

num!
shou?

Trom

and date

> quoted. To  The Honourahle,

-------------------------------------------------- The Colonial Secretary,
Posts and Telegraphs,

Stanley, Falkland Islands

STANLEY.

SuBIKCT - Violation of Falkland Islands lails,

Of the 76 basgs of English parcel mail which, according to the G.P.O.,
Lon@lon, should have arrived in Montevideo on the "Amezon" on 29th June, 1961,
only 72 wiere received here by "Darwin" on 16th July, 1961, i.e. & bags short.
The G.P.0. has been inflormed by telegrapho.

2. TFifteen bags of Germen parcel mail olso arrived cn "Darwin". A
nunber of these bore 2 second seal - that of the Uruguayzn Post Office. Two
of tlie bags so sezled were violated. Externally the bags in question appear-
ed in perfect condition but on opening the inner basgs were slit near the base
and one parcel in each bag had heen tanpered with. Nothing wes however
missing from one parcel but four hermonicas (value about 30/-) had been stolen
from the second.

rl-\

Supkrfntendené.

=



) #

o F T
j*‘ L‘/GLLL}-- Conn el Aol E:ﬂ"ﬂ vy ‘-,€
el
19.7 &



(G1511/61)

BRITISH ENBASSY,
MONTEVIDSO

June 30, 1861

ibfhlr hﬁﬂdmlhnﬁ

On June 30 we received a message from the

Uruguayan Post Office that they were holding s bag

of mail addressed to the Falkland Islands, which

had been torn open. Two members of the Embassy
staff went to the Post Office and examined the bag.
The seal was intact, and as 1t was full almost to

capacity, none of the contents appeared tc have been

removed.

When the examination of the bag had been
completed the contents, mostly books and magazines,
were removed. They were then placed in ancther bag
provided by the Post Office and sealed with the
Enbasgsy seal. The torn bag and the original seal
are being forwarded to you under separate cover.

The bag itself appears rather weak through wear and

tear.
YJ.N-VS' e~ r__n_\,eﬁ
s
ch

(F.L. Taylor)

R.G. Manders, Esqe.,
Colonial Secretary, [ Pt
Falkland Islands,
PORT STANLEY,
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[SCRERS

v Y *
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I have examined the Tag 1n ouestion wi
gnd find it to he very old and worn ond in = poor stoge of
repair. It possibly hecame damaged in normal unlezding

j @

-aparatdons in Hontevideo - "pilferage is nov. suspe
this occasion.

| The bag ordzinglli contzxined newspepers wnd general
* 2nd Class mail. ;
L] \\\‘ e
: SHEaTRA TR
A0y
1 el
L
3
7 L“"w‘dd
* ng means of checking as. in the . Eb'
.cace of parcel post and Registered iR
mail. ' .
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&

Dear Taylor,

2th July, 1961.

~ Thank you for your letter (G1511/61) of the 30th June,
1961, and the bas.
and in a poor state orf repair,

“hne bag appears to be very old and worn
It possibly became damaged

in normal unloading operations in lontevideo - pililerage is

not suspected on thig occasion.

The bag orizinally contained
"

newspaovers and general 2nd Clags Hall,

As regearde the mail thot arrived on the last

*Darwin?

the Superintendent FPoets & Telegraphs reports as followg:-—

s bo the t.p,

"I the 76 bags of Tmglish parcel maill which, according
;o p LOTMdON,

ghould have arrived in Fonitevideo on

the 'Amszon' on 29th June, 1961, oanly 72 were rccseived usre

By "Barwin' en 154k duly, 10561, l.e. & wezc short.

The

G.P.0, has been informed by telegraph.

Fiftesn bags ol
A number
the Ururusyan Fost Cflice.
Gxternnlly the bags in guestion appeared in pey-

Darvint,

violated.

German parcel mail z2lso orrived on
of these bore a second ezl - that of
Two of the bags so sealcd vwere

fect condition but on opening the inner bags were gllt near
the base and ong parcel in each bag hed been tamperad with.
Fothing was however missing from one parcel but our harmonicas
{value about 30/=) had been stolen Iroin the secocnd®,

I wonder whether the cage reierred to 1in your letter
ol Mareh “lst has yet been coustrucited and “helther it is
used For German and other foreign maill addressed to the

fallkliand Islands.

J. L, Taylor, 5sSg.,
British Dmbassy,
LONTOVIDEG,

RHDM/ FT1

yours sincerely,

f,.,4.D. Kanders. E iy af 358
5
Copy to S.P.0.
15
1.9 G
P B < U
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H. C: 5.

While in Liontevideco L callew, with lir. Rose, on Senor
Vazgquez, the Director General of Posts. The official who is
primarily responsible for dealing with trancit meils was also
present. Yle had a cordial meeting, and I eéxplained Tto Senor
Vazquez how entirely dependent we are in the Falklands upon
the services of the Uruguayau Post Cffice. Senor Vazquez
had hoped that the cage for the protection of our mails would
have been ready by now, and Rose told me that before our
mceting when he learmed it had not been installed, he issued
a rocket to the responsible officer. From Senor Vazquez's
off'ice we went to the Port to inspect the nlace where the
cage is to be installed, and thern on to the workchops where
it is in course of construction. The delay is a parently
due to the fact that the cost was rather higher than at first
anticipated, and further finmancial authority had %o be sought.
Hovever, they are getting a move on, and I hope it vill not
be long before it is installed. When it is ready, the plan
is that one official will be solely res-onsible for secing that
all mail destined for the Falklands, whether from the United
Kingdom or elsewhere, is placed in the cage as soon as the ship
carrying it arvives, ard remgins there until it is tramsferred
to the "Darwin”.

2. 1 think it is clear that the senior oifficials are no
longer attempting to deny that violations have occurrec in
Liontevideo, and they are doing their best to improve neiters.

The trouble iz, however, that the subordinate staff is completely
undependable, and there seems Lo be no acecuate method of
supervising them. Senor Vazquez sald he had discharged half

of the Port postal people, and as soon as the new stalf who had
taken their nlace had become acquainted with their duties, he
would discharge thz other half.

3 The 3ritish Enbassy is certainly doing all they can £
assist s, and I think it is useful that I have _stablishea this
personal contact with Senor Vazgez. I hope that there may

be some improvement once the cage is installed, but we must

alviays be dependent on the honesty of tiose who handle ovr msils
in Montevideo.

B

. - ; e
[l Gdte— (&S e

pﬁé?“tfb(
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CONFI DENT T AL

BRITISH EMBASSY,

MONTEVIDEO .

Auvgust 29, 1961.

. N

Thank you for your letter 064/A/11 of July 24 to
Taylor about mail and for your sUbSequent telegreaims about
bags shipped in the "Amazon", etc.

-
5 =

2. The 78 bags which arrived in the "Aragon" were, as you
say, carried on to Buenos Aires since the stevedores refused
10 unlozd. them in unclement weathar. Maclean and Stapledon
assure me that they have all safely returned to kontevideo
BTN h e splaced 1n the "“Darwin'" which 4s" due #ie''leave Shere
about September 6. The meil which arrived in the "Arlanzg"
will also be placed in the "Darwin" on this voyage. The

four missing bags ex~"Amazon" are still unaccounted for but
the Director of Posts, to whom I spoke about them yesterday,
told me he had already ordered an investigation. I am afraid
that we must accept the probability that they were stolen after
arrival in Montevideo; but if I get any further information T
will of ceourse let you know.

3. As regards the cage which it wae agreed that the Uruguayan

Post Office would construct following ths visi from the General
Post Office representztive in ¥arch, the Director-Genersl told

nme that this was practically complete and hz hoped that it would

be in operation within the next week or ten days. I have been
shivasted Ste - inspect 1t onece: 1t is ready =zo I shall try ite reep
the authorities here up to this. The intention is that all
m2il in transit for the Falkland Islands whatever its country
of origin, should be taken straight to the cage from the ship
in which it arrives snd locked there until it is transferred

to the "Darwin'.

/LL; /Zm

(C.M. Rose)

R.H. Manders, Esq.,

Colonial Secretary,
Falkland Islands.

CONFIDENTI AL
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Govermrzent House
Palldand Islands.

19th Septadber 1961

{Dear Clive)

Xiln Tl I enclose in au opan cnvelope a lotter for S, Yagalog
o e § 3
wiich 1 hope you will think s dtal e,

I have beon into the guustic: of the fom ‘L'\;,nf' of
xu:uls witleh are received in Honlevideo from the Folidl islonds,
sl L atiach a mdrnbe to me 11'0“. e Peoh usccl, '.'r..‘.:.. a :opy of
the desnateh note we send to Nondovideo every ! Parwin®.
underctend tiat the Port Postal Authorities in lontey m- v ualfc
delivery of our mails promptly i tholr own van whion the "Darsin®
arrives, and Lhis applics at wee Len,l'z as well, The urnuble
seors te be dn the passing of thase moils fres the Vort to the

“Officina Lmpedicion al u:f:n.crio'r-“ Riovably fhe ’e:k, lokelled
/ "Ge Faliland Islonds pour Honbovideo!, 1.;}_}.;..11 EOITh the aavice

note, is alse held up in the Port. Yhe only wa I ewn bhint: of
mproving imuiters would be to scixi the ownc-c note in o scoarnte
envelone, t be enllected whien the "Derwin®" avvives o Zi\mt video
4%y I'_'.ach:m & Stapledon's roorsucnbative,; and handed by va Ge the
3 (%

icir Gigion al & lor, who woulc tluia lowowr that o mpd
Officinn xgpe on al Txberlor, e Bl k the it
had hoon rc:c:s._verl at the Port, Iif you think this idsa ic worth
pursuing, perhops you woulo let me know,

Ve had a wonderf:Uy snooth trip down on iy reiurm, ond
the ghip hardly moved ot all,

Signed EBdwin Arrowsmith

Co M ID\ 1 180,




19th September 1961

(Dear Sr. Vazquez)

Thank you very nuch for your courtesy in
recciving ne with Mr., Rose when I pes:ed through
Lontevidzo recently on ny way to the 1! 1kland Is
lands, and for showing us the arrangements that
ere in train for the safe custody of the mails
destined for this Colony.

I au nost grateful for the keen personal
interest you arce taking in thils matter; wixich I
ame sure will produce resulis which will be gravify-
in: to us both.

1 remain,
Dear Senor Vazguez,

Yours sincerely

(signed Zcwidn Arrowsmith)

<
b,
b ( :
P e
Sx. iduard V21,
r. Don iduarde Vazquez /e
. “ Sl
Director General de Correos, D'

lMontevideo



UNCLASSIF IED
(1511,/61) BRITISH ENBASSY,

MONTEVIDEQ.

September 27, 13961,

__ ::Dc._ S

Thank you for your letter of September 19. I have
sent on your letter to Sr. Vazquez, which seems excellent,
with a covering letter expressing my own thanks for his
co~gperation. I have not yet seen the cage in operation
but hone to be able to do .c soon.

o

/ As regards air mail despatches from the Falkland
/ Islands, I understand from MacLean and Stapledon that they
é?JT- “L:J took the matter v with Vazguez who wrote an apologetic
ML reply saying that he had given instructions for priority
treatment to be given to 2ll such mail in future. Neverthe-
less they and I agree that your suggestion about the advice

—o note is worth trying. It would certainly ensure that the
Oficina Expedicion al Exterior would be informed without
delay of the arrival of air mail bags. Whether they would

F then act promptly to get them away is another matter, but
C&J}hl'b I hope that this procedure and the interest which Vazguez

is obviously taking in your mail now would have the required
EEEULE o Se perhaps you will institute this sytem with effect
from "Darwin's" next voyage.

His Excellency,
Sir Edwin Arrowsmith, K.C.K.G., Cet:TG.,
Governor,
Falklsnd Islandse

=
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r o FeD L B e S Govermment House,
falkland Isionds.

Qetober 6, 19461

(Dear Clive)

lany thanks for your letter of Sepiember 27, aboulb
our airmeil despatehes. Ve are arranging in fulvre that the
proccdure outlined in ny letter of Sepiomber 19 will be
folliowved, but as you sy, vhother they will act wromstly o
get the mail avay, is amother matter. Ve can bub it and
sce, and it is encouraging that Vazquez is telving this personal

interesy in our mail,

Simned Bdvidn Arzowsinith

Cell. ROGE ES0.




370 .

Trapnslation of letter received from the Director Generale des Postes.
Telegraphes et Telephones, Boliwerth 25, Berny. Switzerland.

003/8/108

Bilie,

Postal packe: No. 778 Ste Croix - Stanley, postal
packets Nos. 609 and 611 ~ complete violation

With reference to your reminder concerning the violation of the
three postal packets mentioned above, we have the honour to inform
you that on the basis of your declaration we contacted the Uruguayan
Postal Servies and invited them to proncunce on the question of res-
ponsibility. By letter of the 27»d September 1961 Ref. No. 1749
Doss 3038/61 the said Service replied as fol)ows:-

"With referesnce to your communlcation No, 662 im 88,13/60 of
17th September 1961, T have the honour tc state that, as established
in my note No, 3488/60 of 26,11,60, the said despatch wes forwarded
to the Falkland Islands in good condition, and was checked by the
Customs Authorities, without meriting any remarks.

Now, the said despatch was received in the Falkland Islands, and
four days after its arvival, the corresponding verification note was
prepared and sent with the fast=nings of the said despatch where one
can see signs of obvious violation. in the eircumstances we consider
that our Service is exempt from reasponsibility in this case.=-=»"

In addition to the above, the lead fastenings of the bag which
contained the parcels in question shoved signs of vielation, The
Uruguayan Pestal Administration meintain that the Verification note
from your office wazs made out four days after the delivery of the bag
to your Service. They infler that the violations were committed in
your country and disclaim all responsibility.

In view of this, we ask you to re-examine the case; and to infozm
ug of your decision concerning the responsibility.

Ve insist on the necessity of settling as quickly as peossible
this old complaint alluding to parcels sent almost a year ago., On

the other hand, we recall that the mounting total of indemnities paid
to genders is now 118,20 gold francsi,

Yours ete.

Copied IH
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POSTS AND TELEGRABIS DEPARTMENT,

. 662 An, £8.15/60.
003/T/149.
17th November, 61,
Sir,

Vith reference to your letier G662 Am. 88, 15/60 of
5th Ootober, 1961, regarding the violation of Parcels Nes. 770,
609 and G11 ex Switszeriond, it would epnesr thot you do not
eppreciste the state of offeirs which exlsted in the Urupgueyen
Post 0ffice at the time the porcels in guestion were vicloted
nor cre you appevently conversant with the condltions under
vhich mails are received ond Gealt with in the Felldlend Islends,

2. Ovorscos meils ars received ond deapestched here by sea
only once overy four or five weeks; there is no extorasl air
service. On the occcsion in question no fewer than 349 begs of
mall arrdved et once. The carrying vessel wes boorded by senior
Fostel Officials imnmedietely on orrivel cnd ell neils were under
strict supervision frou the time the ship's hetehes were lif'ted
until the meil wos exomined for irrepguloerities ot the Post 0fTice.
There was pg delay in exeminction as the Urugucyen autherities
appeer to claim. Detailed notes of the irrcpulcritics viore made
immedictely they vwere discovered and the fzet thit the dcte of
the corresconding Verificotion Hote wes four deys letor beors no
relotion to tho cotuel dete of exeminciion. The date appearing
on the VeriTicoticn Mote is merely the date on which it was typed,
there belng anple tinme to prepere the ncte ond despoteh it by the
first evailcble mail thich did not leave the Folkland Islends until
16 days af'ter recelpt of Despetoh Wo. 10 (this is the Despotch new
being deslt with) from Montevides, Urugury.

3« In support of the staotement in poregroph 1 sbove coneerning
the Urugsuoyan Post 0ffice, I would inform you thot the Generel Fost
02fiee, London had occusicn to send an officer to lfontevides to
investigote meil violetions in Uruguay end a cojy of the investiget-
ing officer's report would no doulbt be mode avelloble to you should
you care to comnmunicate with Lendon.

he This Administretion's security measures for the safe custcdy
end hondiing of forelpgn malls are stringent and effective and I cm
fully satisfied dhat the wail viclotions for vhich the Fzalldend
Islaends Service is being eccused did not occur on boord the vessol
whioh cexried ths mail fron lVontevideo nor after its delivery in
the Falldand Islanda. I am further setiofied thet the recuirerents
of the Universal Postal Convention rogerding the checlcing of meils
and the despateh of Verification Motes have hecon observed.

S5e Finally this Adninistirastion categorically denies respcnsiblle
ity for the nmistrectment of the poreels in quostion and disclainms
linbility for compensaticn.

G. The only other matter which requires ocomment is the
dmplication thet this motter has been deloyed by me. I would
point cut that before the letter under reforenco the only letters
I have received were those of 21at end 2€th December, 1960 end
these were enswered by me in March, 1961.

I bave the honour to be,
Sir,
Your obeddent sexvent,

(sgd.) 3. BOUND

Superintendent,

The Direotor Ccnerale des Postes, Posts ond Telegrapha,
Telegyraphes ot Tolephones,

Lollmerk 25, Dern,
Switzerlond.
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Saving

oS CONFIDENTIAL 220

379

Fro e Secretary for Technical Co-operation
To the ‘cer Administering the Government of I/ LAID ISLAIDS
Date (5 MNovember, 1961

No. C1.207/48/01 Saving

sl

Viclation of liails

Wfith reference to Mr. Bound's letter to you of the
20th July about the violation of meils, the G.P.0. say that
they continue to urge the Uruguayan authorities to give some
information sbout the enquiries they were to make zbout the bags
missing from the despatch by s.s. "hAmazon"; but so far without
success. They have also had no further news of the cage which
has been promised for safeguarding the mails at liontevideo.
They have written to the Uruguayan Postal Administratiom about
it, but intend alsc to ask the Foreign Office to seize any
oppertunity of meking an "on the spot" enquiry by the
British Embassy at lontevideo.

2. I will let you know when I receive further information.

SETEC.

CONFIDENTIAL
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BRITISH EMBASSY,

MONTEVIDED.

November 15, 1961,

(1511/61)

Doy Edean

This is just to tell you that the famous cage is
now up and, I am assured, already in operation. I saw
it yesterday and 1t looks adequate and I am assured thet
the keys will be held by one man only.

I do not think the cage was in operation early
enough to be used for the mails which will come down on
this month's "Darwin', but it certainly should be in use
for your Christmas mails next month, so I shall be glad
to know if you notice an improvement in the security.

) -
it

(C.M. Rose)

fho-F

J Al
His Excellency
Sir Edwin Arrowsmith, K.C.lM.G., %
Falkland Islands.,

~

Q;j~\
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C. 0. ref:
® Cor 7. 207/48/01

SAVING TELEGRAM.

From: The Officer Administering the Governnient of the Falkland Islands.

T6:  The Secretary of State for the Colonies. ., .. . L
OISR for Yeclnical {Jo=-operation

Date: " :
Novenber 27, 1961
T
No, 1 SAVING. COLOHY
Your savingram of Wovember 6, vielation of mails. 3 L

On my return to the Colony in Septeuber i had an interview with
Sre Don ldardo Vazquez, Ndrector General de Corveos, Yonbevideo, and
found his anxdous to help. We dnopected the site for the cage, vbich
vas in coursz of assanbly ot the workshopa, I have now heard fvom the
Britich '‘mbassy that it is in position and in operation. 1 hope this
will asprove matters.

CONFIDENTIAL




Hoverber 27, 1961

(Dear Clive)

[

Yeny thanks for your letter No.1511/G1
of Tiovesber 15 about the eage. I am very glod
to bear bhat it is now un amd in operetion, and

I sl let you know how Udings go.

(Yours ever,

signed Edwin irrowsmith)
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baving-

/From the Secretary for Technical Co-operaiion
' To the .ficer Administering the Government of FALKLAND ISLANDS

Date

< December, 1961

No. CM 207/48/01 Saving

My savingram No. CM 207/48/01 of the 6th November,
Violation of Mails,

I enclose a copy of a letter from the British Embassy to
the G.P.0., which gives information about further progress
in Montevidec.

2% The Christmas meils left on 23rd November on the
S5.5."ragon", which is due in Montevideo on the 14th December,
the day the "Darwin" sails. The G.P.0. have sought the
co-operation of the Royal Mail Lines and 'Rhe Urugueyan Postal
Authorities in ensuring sale deliving.

&nji dﬁjw‘ilv i)

SETEC.

RESTRICTRD
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'‘COPY -
1511/61) British Embassy,
Montevideo.

November, 15, 1961

Dear Department,

Please refer to your letter GM 5/9 of November 3
about the arrangements for safeguarding mails in transit
through Montevideo to the Falkland Islands.

2, The cage has now been constructed and has just
recently been put into operation. All future mails in
both directions will pass through it while in transit

in Montevideo, It looks secure enough and we have been
t0ld that the keys will be held by ons person only who
will be entirely responsible for safeguarding these meils
which will be placed in the cage immediately on arrival
here,

3. VWhen the Governor of the Falkland Islands was here

in September, we took him to call on the Director-

General of Postal Services, who showed him the cage in the
course of construction and explained the proposed
procedure. Sr. Vazquez himself has told us how
concerned he personally is about the losses and anxious to
do anything he can to guard against their recurrence.

We shall now have to wait and see how effective the new
procedure is.

Yours ever,

(Sgd) CHANCERY.

General Department,
Foreign Office,
London, S.W.1

RESTRICTED
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o, SN IR MEMORANDUM

It is requested
*shat, v any refer- ;
u‘blis memo- 10th April, 19 63.
ranuu®the above
aumber and date

should be quoted. To The Honourable 9

I supcrintendent . The Colonial Secretary,
Posts & Telecommunications,

Stanley, Falkland [slands. STaN 1

SUBJECT :— Vioclation of Falklend Islands Mails.

This is to confirm my oral report that two bags of English parcel mail which
arrived on R.M.S. "DARWIN" via Montevideo on 31st March, 1963, were violated. The
bags in question were slashed and very roughly repaired with string stitching. On
opening, one parcel in each bag had been violated and part contents were missing.
The Chief Officer of "DARWIN" refused to give a clear receipt for these bags and
other suspect bags when they were loaded in Montevideo. He endorsed the covering
Way Bill to the effect that the bags in question were received on board in a damaged
condition.

A report of the viclations has been made to the G.P.0. London and copied to
the Uruguayan Post Office.

Incidentally this is the first time Falkland Islands mails have been mistreateqd
since the Uruguaysn authorities built a special cage to ensure the safe custody of
our mails in transit.

Su tend -
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No. v

It is requested
that. 10 any refer-
' ence ta this memo-

TANGS
b

From

and date
should be quoted.

SRR E

29th April, 1y 63.

he above

To The Honourable,

The Superintendent, The Colonlal Secretary,

Posts & Telecommunications,

PANLEY
Stanley, Falkland lslands. RTANHEY L i

SUBJECT :~ Mail ex "DARWIN" 27.4.53 - Report on Irrcgularities.

I regret to have to report the following irregularities in the mail
vhich arrived on R.M.S. "DARVIN®" on 27th April, 1963 :

(1) One bag of parcels from Germany - violated. The outer bag appeared
intaet but on opening, the inner bag was slashed and thrae of the
five psrcels therein had been miztrsated. The complete contents of
all three were missing. It was noted on opening the outer bag thet
the string used for sealing was single whersas othsr German bags were
double stringed. Cn closer examination in company with the Superin-
tendent of Police the lead seal of the bag in cuestion appears Lo have
been tamvered with. A report will be made to the German authoritiess
accordingly - copied to Uruguay.

{ii) One bag of Air Majil (Serisl No. 24 ex London 4.h.63) failed to arrive
and the G.P.0. London has been informed by telegreph. This bag has
provably been overcarried to Buenos Aires and may come forward next

"DARWIN".  Similer ceses have occurred in the past.

(1ii) One bag of surface mail for South Georgia was noted on the Uruguayan
Way Bill but was not loaded on "DARTIM" - the ship's overall tally of
mails shipped disegreed with the Wey Bill by one bag and the Way Bill
was endorsed accordingly by the 2nd O0fficer of the "DARWIN".

63
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060/ /1T,

6th May, 1963.

Dear Jones.,

As you no doubl know, the Uobassy hove been of graot help
to us in the nmast over the question of violated mzils und the
vihiole moticr was finnlly dog lt writh vwhen on officisl Trom the
Z,7.0. cane cut and it was avranzed thet all the mall for the
Palidcnds should be kept in o cage so that nobady could et at
it. This nroved very satisfzectory and we had honed thet this
guestiun wms cloged Tor cver, Unforiusatsely, however the matl-
ter hes crovned ap 1ga*L. Lhe £ipst cnce eoccurring on the neil
thet reached herc by the Parwvin con the 31st Morch, and the sce-
ond on hc Dammin which “e:che‘ here on the 27th of Ap I
In the {irst cose b$wo bags of Mnglish naresl 2ail waoe slashed
and very roushly repeired with string atitching. (ne poreel in
euzch bag haé been violeted and purt contents were nissinz., In
the secend cass o bag of parcels frem Gernany was viclsted.

The outer bag hﬁpnarcd intoet cu+ when 34 wes opened, the inner

wed ,

bag was found 4o be slashed on Lh"ﬁh off the Tive porcels therain

had been bLreoten onen, C0ﬂ310u° centents of ell three merc
nisasing, It =os noted on opening Lhe ouler bag that T :
used for seslinz was aingie whercas obthoer Cermsr Lags

strinzged, Closcr cxamination in compaxny with the Sug
of Pol¢co showed thot the lesd sesl of the bog in aquestld
apperently been tompered with, T wonfer Thether dhe :ai
still beingz put invo the coge ond whether any theories ©
put forward os to how the viocletion occcuawd,

Yours sincerely,

B. H. D. Mapders

K. Henylton Jones, Zog.,
Tirst Secretary and Cousul,
British Lmhassy,
BORIEVIDIO,

RIDY/ B,



DeEConE,

TELEGRAM SENT,

From GOVERNOR to SECRETARY OF STATE

Despatched: 20.5.63 Time . 1040 Received :

Time:

No. 42. Your mail No. 29 24th April, 1963 Registered
No. 6198 received with seal broken and one scheduled item

OAG DTC SB missing.

Packet containing eirculars commencing

202/63 and one addressed Falkland Islands ex DTC both opened
but contents apparently intact. Have reported details tec

Post Office for postal investigation.

Governor
¢ . O 3
etz
GTC. R e TR g

HLB/TRB.
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No.
It is requested

that, ig any refer-
ence *lis mermo-
randun® the above

number and date
should be quoted.

From The Superintendent,

21st May, 19 63,

To The Honoureable,

The Colonial Secretary,

Posts & Telecommunications, STANLEY

Stanley, Falkland Islands.

SUBIECT :— Mail Irregularities.

(i) Violation of Parcel Mail ex Germany.

I regret to have to report thet one bag of parcels ex Germany which
arrived on R.M.S. "DARWIN" on 18th May, 1963, was violated and two of the
Tour parcels therein had been pilfered, only empty cartons and vrappers
remaining. Six cameras with cases and 27 harmonicas were missing.

On receipt of the bag in question, it was observed that the parcels
appeared to be packed in a single bag rether than in twe bags which is the
nermal Germen method. The seal also apoeared to heve been tampered with.

The Superintendent of Police was informed and was present when the bag was
opened. On opening it was noted that the string of the sea2l was not stitched
through by the usual method and, as suspected, the parcels were packed in a
single bag. The second bag was discovered rolled up loose among the parcels,
minus seal and label. NO\ Bulletin de Verification explaining the irregular-

ities, was enclosed.

(ii) Missing Bag of Air ¥ail.

The bag of Air Mail reported missing from the previous msil arrived
safely this "DARWIN" enclosed iy a beg from the Argentine. In the sezme bag
was a second bag of English Air Mail, Both had apparently been overcarried
ta Buenos Aires,

e
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Ref': 06O

Tl g0 Lk

25th May, 1967,

Purther to my letter of the 6th Yay I am
Zeliy to say thzat further violations occurred in the
last invard nail and I enclose 2 copy of the repont
on the matter received from the Superintendent Posts
and Telecommunicatcions,

’i In addition to this, the registered bag
(a1rma11) from the Colonial Office addressed to me on
24th April was also found to contzin opensd correg-

pondence and one item missing. The seal of the bag

was not intact althouph the ouler mail bag in which the
complete postel despoteh was conltained showed no evi-
dence of violation.

K, Hamylton Jones, Esg,,:
First Secretary and Consul,
British Embassy,

LONTEVIDEQ.

HLB/1l,

51 9.¢0
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(1511/63)

RESTRICTED
British Embassy
[ONTEVIDEO

May 31, 1963

l,{_:,.r /UL‘— L

Thank you for your letter 0604/A/II1 of liay 6 dealing
with violation of your mails, about which we were sorry
to hear.

2 I brought these cases to the attention of the Acting
Director-General of Posts, Dr. Pedro Sanchez Varela. He
undertook to see that incoming mail for the Falkland
Islands arriving at the airport (as well as that arriving
by sea) goes straight to the Port Post Office {and into
the "cage") rather than via the Central Post Oifice; and
also to see that especial vigilance is exercised at the
Port.

3. In return he hoped that the ofiicer who signs for mail
on board the "Darwin" will take great care to inspect mail
handed to him by the Port Post Office, to draw attention
on the spot to any signs of damage, and to record any such
observations on the receipt. 1l said that I was sure that
they would normally do this (though at the end of Harch,
when there was a wave of strikes in the port, it may have
been impossible due to lack of a proper handover). T will
discuss this aspect with Freddy White when I see him
tomorrow after this bag closes.

Wy
—(X.H. Jones)

R.H.D. Maunders, Esqg.,
Colonial Secretary's Office,
Stanley,
Falkland Islands.

P.S. Since writing the above I have seen your further
4‘07 letter of liay 25: I will bring these cases also 10
the attention of the postal authorities.






060L/8/I1

®

| Ll June,

Lr O %
cm ke m eme I am dirccted to forvard a copy of a letter Trom the British
Imbossy in Montevideo and to reguest you 1o let me know in due
course whether lir, Joncs in foet dascussed the matber with Captaln
thite and vhat the outcome of thelr discassion uvas.

I am,
fr,
Your obedient scrvant,

P

COLONIAL SRCRATARY,

e yanager, 5
VI and Islends Co., Ltd.,

i/1u,
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The Jralkland TMslands Company, Limited.

. ( INCORPORATED BY ROYAL CHARTER [851.)
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AGENTS FOR LLOYDS.

TELEGRAMS “FLEETWING PORTSTANLEY' VIA

.27th June, 63,

S eE———e S A

Sir,
W\ 0 With reference to your letter No. 060L/s/IT dated
A2 Ith June, 1963 I now enclose copy of Cavnt.F.W.7White's
letter of the 18th on the subject of the transfer of mails
in Montevideo to R.M.S."Darwin".
T am,

Sip,

your obedient servant.

-7
{
\ A

PE iy
(A ™
u/ b))

B
_~rTor Manager.
= e

The Honourable
The: Colonial Secretary,,

STANLEY.



R,M.S."Darwin",

li.GeCrecce, Esq.

Acting Colonial Yanager.

The Falkland Islands Trading Co.,Ltd,
Port Staniey.

18th June, 1963,

:-E.AILS .
Dear Sir,

¥With reference to the enclosed correspondence fronm
the Coloniel Secretery concerning mail I corment
hereunder,

1. A1l mail, insofar as possible, is examined carefully
on receipt.

2. Attention is drawn, of the appropriate Postal
Officials, to any damage found.

3, Iail receipts are annotated when possible,

The foregoing points were mentioned to !r.Keith
Jones., I wish to draw the attention of the Colonial
Secretary to the following points,.

1. ail is handled by stcvedores in the port of
iilontevideo. Stevedores in all parts of the world today
appear to be a law unto themselves. In liontevideo it
frequently happens that when loading the mail into net
slings on the quayside the stevedores will not allow
sufficient time for an exasmination to be nmade. The
Uruguayan Postal Authorities must be well aware of this.

2. Uruguayan postel receipts are the most shoddy I
have seen, and are quite often practically indecipherable,

Yours faithfully, b

vl 20

Ao ke WL Lo
laster, . h f oo 63:, o

e O oy B Xy L
e baol—neil  avAveY
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060L/4 /11

E
6th July, 1963.

Dear Jones,

Many thanks for your lebier dated 3lst lay, 1963.
Tou will te pleased to learn that the last dnwerd uail
vas received intact,

I an nost grateful to you for the assistance ycu hove

given us in this nabter.
R.H.D, MANDERS

ile Ha Jones, Esqg.,
Dritish Enbassy,
LOHTEVIDEQ,

ILB/7EG,
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No.

S ST ) MEMORANDUM
It is requested F’ﬂ/( N\‘\:‘% =
T e L D 2nd August, 1y 63+
randum the above

number and date
should be quoted.

The Honourable,

_______________ oy P, ¥ The Colonial Secretary,

STANLEY
Stanley, Falkiand [slands.

SUBJECT ;- Violation of Mail

I bhave to report the following violations to the mail
received by 'Darwin' on 26th July,i963.

ATR MATL

41 Bag apparently re=-sealed. Inner Registered
Bag un-sealed and Registered Item No.9773
(Diplomatic Bag) open but contents intact.

PARCEL MATL
® Bag ex Germany appeared in perfect condition
but when opened revealed 3 parcels wilfully

opened but contents intact and 1 parcel with
\ contents (unexposed f£ilm) completely missing,

\ e
"l"J KWO‘W/‘

Poatmaster



7th Asuguast, 1963,

Dear Jones,

e

I am sorry %o have to folloy ur Hondera!
LP{‘*’ letter of 6th July with another advising you of a
further violation of cur mall routed throush Montevideo.
The Postmenter hus revorited as follows -

‘A1 BATL

1 Bag aopparently re-~saaled. Inner pegis

fored Bag vn-sealed and Registered Item
He, 9773 {(Dinlomatic Paz) open but contenis
intoet,

PaBCET, MATT

L Bap ex CGermany aonpesred in Dblf el con~
jifinn but vwhen onenced revealed 3 narcel
wilfully onsned but conbents iut ct and 1
pareel with conbents (unexposed film) come-
nletely missing,
Bc
C

have, of course, no eovidence of where the
violation o ¥

Al
LA
seurrad: I write only to Ieop you advised,

Yours sincerely,

JL. {. JGnC '.'l.“’-l- 3
Driticn EmbdusJ,
MOWTEVIDE

I/



random the s
number and date
should be quoted.

MEMORANDUM

14th October, 19 63

To: The Honourable,

From: Postmaster, The Colonial Secretary,

Stanley, Falkland Islands.

STANLEY ,

SuBILCT :—

—

f

Adx Parcel Service.

I attach herewith a letter received from the G.P.0, in
connection with the above service,

2, Air Parcels from Great Britain will now be despatched
in sealed bags, addressed to this administration and should
come through in the same mamner as our Air Letter Mail., They
will no longer be subject to re-sorting and delay in Montevideo.
I propose writing to the Postal Auwthorities of Gérmany,
Switzerland, Canada, U.S.,A. etc., requesting them to forward

p |

Postmaster

G415




M5

GENERAL POST OFFICE
POSTAL SERVICES DEPARTMENT
Headguariers Building, St. Martin's-le- Grand

Lonpon E.C.1
Telex: 21166 (POHQ LDN)
Telegrams: Posigen lLondon ECI
Telephone: HEAdquarters

In any reply plcase quote: 2942 9/60
Your reference: 03550

12 September, 1963,

Sir

I am directed vy the Postmaster General to refer to
earlier corresnondence abtout the proposed air parcel
service between our two Administrations.

The Uruguayan postal administration have now agreed
to accept air parcels in *transit for the Falklands and
it is projposed to introduce the service from this
country on the 1st Qctober, 1963.

I am, Sir,
Your obsdient Servant,

E-Wﬁ-‘(—wuw =8 5

(7188 B. !. “ORNWELL)

Tha Fostuaster,
ssnerc]l lost Office,

STANLEY,
o
Ikl

al LD ISLANDG.






DEPARTMENT OF TECHNICAL CO-OPERATION
Eland House, Stag Place, Victoria, Lonpon S.W.1

Our reference: C;-7207/1!-8/01

Your reference:

When you were in London in August you spoke to Brovning on the telephone
about letters for the Felkland Islands getting lost or opened in Argentine, The
metter was referred to the G.P.0., who have since been in touch with the Postinasier
at Port Stanley.

22 Lovember, 1

It appears that very little correspondence arrives vie Bueuos Aires and no
‘ closed trensit mails are received by that route. It would seem that the mistreat-
ment of' meil must have been concer.ied with the smell amount of correspondence “or
the Telklands which wes included in bags of meil sent to the Argentine sAdministrztion
or vath eirmails which were over-carried to Buenos sires in errcr.

The G.P.0. have no objection to receiving and forwarding meil for the Falllands
from any Administretion, which hes no direct services to lLontevideo. They have
asked the Postmaster at Port Stanley to watch out for any mail or correspondence
vhich he receives via Buenos Aires and to write to the Postal Administration concerned
suggesting that future mail should be sent 1o London or lontevideo.

The G.F.0. have adopted this rsther roundabout method to avdad having to go

o

through the Universal Postal Union and becoming involved in ecrimonious exchanges
:\ with Argentine over the Felklend Islands.

It is hoped that these arrangements may do something to improve the position,
WM
/’%A{ \ée"\}—ﬁ_

W
.--"""“ b o, b S

(R. H. Gower)

jLI. PJLI{I. }mr ,, M cﬁﬂ;WWﬁ wr ,,: Dtumé‘?ﬂr EVAY-N
&-A' o{dm b_t—_c_r awn::s.-. hrs' (o -1 D\J ‘J’é nw(m.w Qe

by Do RA pol e . N et (5 ST aud

6] Pa L: %,W (Ve

Sir XIavin Arrowsmith, X.C.N.G., W W‘\M ‘Qﬁ— “\"“’r"‘") o
Government House,
B Sl AR B e wey A
Falkland Islands. i X
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@ 511/64)

British Embassy
MONTEVIDEO
January 2&{/}96u

{.

3
= Please refer to the Acting Colonial fb
Secretary's letter 060L/A/II of August 7, 1963
about violation of mails.

You may like to know that the Uruguayan
Postal authorities investigated this case but
have found no evidence at gll of any tampering
in Montevideo.

We hope you are both enjoying the Islands.

(K.H., Jones)

2 Y :
D5, Haig o
W. Thompson, EsC., L ik S |
Colonial Secretary's Office, W ot veamwed
Stanley, Falkland Islands.



UNCLASSIFIED Spud- o
(1511/6L)

October 5, 1964

- Dear Secretariat,
=
- I enclose & translation of s copy of a

stetement made in lontevideo about two missing
Longines watches consigned from Switzerland to
¥r. Donald J. Ross. You might like to inform
Mr. Ross of the contents of this statement.

Yours ever,

S

174

s

(C.C. Jones)

[m/ Qw2

;

§
b

The Colonial Secretariat,
Port Stanley,
Palkland Islands.

jcﬁﬁhJuﬂ' ﬂ mw-flxa -



Translation

Record of Proceedings No.19/6l. At ¥ontevideo on the sixteenth

day of September nineteen hundred and sixty four, air freight
consignment No.108, carried by B.0.A.C., which was traznshipped
at Rio de Janeirc, the weight of which was 8,200 kilogrammes
and air freight consignment Wo.109 weighing 22,900 kilogrammes,
both without seals &nd completely open, were inspected. These
consignments were delivered accompanied by certificate YNo.88/6L
prepared by officials at Carrasco Airport and an official from
the airline. 2t the Opening Division of the Department of
Toreign freight parcels in the presence of the Head of the
Nepartment, Sericra Olga rartinez Arredondo; of Customs
Attorneys M¥essrs. Walter Lezue and Westor Labegue; Post Office
officials essrs. Bernardo Lucas, Gregorioc Gutierrez, Darwin
Aitecin: and in the absence of the Hezd of the Externsal
Division, ¥r. Julio Acosta Toerres, the Acting Head of the
Division, ¥r. Juan Pedro Arremon; snd Yr. Hugo Vazguesz,
official from the British Embassy, parcel VMo.485 proceeding
from Switzerland and addressed to Yr. Donald J., Ross -

Box 0.119, Pcrt Stanley was opened; according to the schedule
this parcel should hzve contained two Longines watches

proceeding from the makers: it was then found that the watches

were missing. The seal strap of the parcel had been tampered
with. Inside the parcel only two empty cases and the
gusrantee for the watches were found. Having read the above

record, the above mentioned officials sign it on the above

nentioned date.

(Here follows signatures of the officials).




Republic of Argentina
Posts & Telecommunications
Ths forwarding of these bags in no way
affects the Argentine sovereignty over the
Islas Malvinas, the occupation of which, by
the United Kingdom of Great Britain, by
virtue of an act of force, has never been
accepted by the Argentine Government, which
reaffirms the unalterable and inalienable
rights of the Republic, and proclaims
continually that the Falkland Islands and
the South Sandwich ‘i;;—’(South Georgla Islands
do not constitute colonles or poasessions
any S
of ) aimMies but form a part of the Argentine

territory and are 1lncluded in her sovereign'txf

aer dominion.



il e

\\Jv & /2 November, 1965

I thought you might be intcresited to see the enclosed
label which came attached to one of our mail bags by the last

invard mail,

Thz mail bag was one of severnl which were carried by
Roysl liail Line and landed at Busnos Aies instead of at liontevideo.
Having teken these bags so far, the leaut the Royal liail might have
done was to bring them back to lMontevideo instead of handing them

over to the Argentine Post Office.

The bags were slashed and it is not knovm whether any of
the contents are missing btut at lcast I suppose we can consider
oursclves luecly that the Argentine Post Office sent the bags on to
us at all.

A rough translotion of the nobte pasted by the Argentine
Post 0ffice on to the G.P.0. label reads as followss -

"The forvarding of these bags in no way affects the Argentine
sovereignty over the Islas Malvines, thez occupation of vihich, by the
United Kingdam of Great Britain, by virtue of an act of fource, has
ncver been accepted by the Argentine Govermment, vhicihh reaffiims the
unalterable and innlienable rights of the Republic, and proclaims
continually that the Falkland Islands and the South Sandwich and South
Georgie Islands do not constitubte colenics or possessions of any state,
but form a part of the Argentine territory and arc inciuded in her
sovereignty end dominicn',

My object in sending the label o you is not in order to

croaie a fuss bubl merely to give you av example of the sort of thing

Z

which %ends to happen.

JeS. Bemett Lsge , CollGa



Ot Mo iz AbtD  poced
| v
COLONIAL OFFICE P—“‘
GREAT SMITH STREET, LONDON S.W.|
Telephone: AsBey 1266, ext. %
(%

;98 December, 1965.

Our reference: E ST .}+7/Ol

Your re}erence:
% 3 . /
m l‘! j;b p e u i

Thank you for your letter of the 12th November addressed
to Bennett about the mail bags that were taken to Buenos Alres
and retwrned damaged with unnecessary remarks on the label!

I have let the Foreign Office know about this and am
asking the Post Office to try and see that it does not occur
again.

The Argentine authorities will no doubt soon have rubber
stamps made with these sort of remarks. We might do something
on the same lines repudiating their asserfions:

J_f

((ARESTH S0 Sugg).

SIR COSIKQ HASKARD K.C.H.G., N.B.E.,
Government House,
Port Stanley,
Falkland Tslands.



DECODE.

No 23

W20
TELEGRAM.

From .. Administrative Officer, South Georgia

To. . Colonial Secretary, Stanley -
Despatched : 11th April 19 66 Time : 53130
Receved : 11th April 19 66 Time : 0900

No 86 Confidential. Official Mail from Secretariat
Stanley landed by Biscoe. This bag has been violated

in transit. Bag arrived here with neck loosly tied

with string that had been cut and re tied lead seal

on string was not clenched. Only 3 of the official
covers in the bag but not the letter schedule enclosed.
Second Officer Biscoe states that he received bag in the
condition as described from Mai 1 Officer Shackleton
Please investigate and advise details official Secretfariat
despatched by you per Shackleton/Biscoe

Adminoff

GTC : ER
(int1d) HLB



DECODE. o3|
TELEGRAM.

No 32
From . Administrative Officer, Stanley

To ... Golonial Secretary, Stanley

Despatched :  11th April 19 66 Time : 1255
Recerved : 11th April 19 g6 Time : 1030

Q30 No 8 My telegram No 86. Secretariat mail no
3/66 received in envelope and contents intact.

W20 Mail referred to in my telegram 86 although labelled
South Georgia Official Mail would seem to have
originated from BAS but their letter schedule was
not enclosed in bag. Matter cleared and no action
required

e

Adminoff

P/L : ER



. -

CCLONIAL OFFICE

GREAT SMITH STREET, LONDON S.W.!
Telephone: ABeey 1266, ext.

Ve
Our reference: FST .4 56/1/0’1 z % April, 1 966

Your reference:

You wrote to Bennett on the 12th November last
year about a meil bag being overcarried to Buenos Aires.

L I took this up with the General Post O0ffice and have
= now had a letter from them a copy of which I enclose,
— together with the labels referred to.

We hope that Miss Cornwell's efforts will result
in a more efficient handling of your maill_
it

f

L/ X A l/
o (aoswswen) K ;’W‘TL,

STAN L‘-_E:///

SIR COSMO HASKARD, K.C.M.G. M.B.E.,
GOVERIMENT HOUSE, gy
FALKLAND ISLANDS. 43 - 4// -

'/Jau-. Kook cpp~

! -7
x =1 ff'.a’.éc- f.c.
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Postal Services Department
Headquarters Building .%
St. Martin’s-le-Grand

LoNDoN ECI

Telephone:

HEAdquarters 1234 (switchboard)

HEAdquarters (direct line)
In any reply please quote: 214-582/63 5 Telex: 21166 (POHQ LDN)
Your reference: FST 14.7/01 Telegrams: Postgen London EC1

6 April, 1966
Dear Mr. Sugg,
(32
12) You wrote to me on 1st December about the letter you

received from the Governor of the Falkland Islands concerning
mail bags which were landed at Buencs Aires instead of
Montevideo.

As you will have observed from the bag label which you
forwarded with your letter, the mail was correctly routed
for off-loading at Hontevideo; and we have ascertained
that the discharge at Buenos Aires was entirely the error
of the Shipping Company (Royal Hail Lines). The presence
cf Falkland Islands mail in Argentina certainly caused
delay and gave cpportunity for unpleasant political propa-
ganda but we have had confirmation from the Postmaster,
Port Stanley, that this mail arrived on 30th October and
all items were intact.

I am sorry to have kept you waiting so long for a reply
%o your letter but we have been considering whether we

could make our bag labels more distinctive and less liable
=

/to

A. St. J. Sugg, Esq.
Colenial Office
Great Smith Street

S.W.1




to the error of overcarriage from lLlontevideo to Buenos Aires.
We have now arranged for a revised print of ILetter and
Parcel bag labels for Port Stanley and South Georgia,
similar to the enclosed specimens, emphasising lcontevideo,
and nave asked the Shipping Companies to ensure that when
majils for these destinations are loaded on their vessels

for discharge at Montevideo they are stowed apart from
Buenos Aires mails and under no c1rcumstances overcarried

to that port.

We trust that these measures will po some way towards
preventing any Falkland Islands or South Georgia mails
getting into the hands of the Argentine Post Of'fice.

Yours faithfully,

an - Lo wf A

(MISS E. k. CORNWELL)



3 PARCEL POST

==§§T§ From LONDON
“25:: FOR
PORT STANLEY
(FALKLAND ISLANDS)
OFF LOAD AT
LEE3 MONTEVIDEO
'?'EEE_E No. of Bag....... . .
FERE Serial No. of Mail
NJ400/935/2/DL.214/168
e PARCEL POST
:EG From LONDON
“3%  For
SOUTH GEORGIA
OFF LOAD AT

= MONTEVIDEO
E%g No. of Bag...

2% Serial No. of Mail .

00400/935/2/DL.214i168

=%§£‘§ From LONDON Foreign Section

s EO

@ PORT STANLEY

(FALKLAND ISLANDS)

LE;;&% Serial Na. of Mail.
SO VA MONTEVIDEO

43184/935/2/DL.206/168.

From LONDON Foreign Section

Fer
SOUFH
GE(.\n;IA

FOR

SOUTH GEORGIA

For
SOUTH

Serial No. of Malil

GEORGIA

o ONTEV I DEg




CLoY)a -

31 AIR BAG PRITISH FITBASSY
URCLASSIFIED BUENOS AIRES
(1524/566)

May' 3rde seldEa

Dear 0ffice,

The latest event in the Falkland Islands' saga was
the issuve by Argeuntine Post Office on 27 April of 2z regulation
providing that any correspondence golng from Argentina tc the
Falkland Islands should be addressed to "Islaes Ilalvinas" or
"Islas Malvinas, RepQblica Argentina" or "Islas llalvinas,
Territorio Nacionel de Tierra del Fuego, Antdrtica e Islas del
Atldntico del Sur". Frouw now on any correspondence which does
not have tshilis correct address will not be accepted but will be
returned to the sender with "destination unknown" stamped on
the outside.

2. Correspondence coning from asroad and addressed
to the Falkland Islands in transit or sent here by mistake,
will be returned to the sender with the words "Islas liglvinas
(Repf@blica Argentina)" stamped on, as well as the following
caption: "The return of this letter does not in any way affect
Argentine soverelignty over the "Islas Ilalvinas" whose continued
occupation by the United Xingdom of Great Britain as a result of
an act of force has never heen accented by the Argentine
Government. The latter re-affirm their unproscribable and
unalienable rights and remain firm +to the view that the
"Islas Malvinas," South Sandwich Islands and the South Georgic
Islands are not colonies or possessions of any State but a
vart of Argentine territory, and come within its dominion and
sovereignty."

3. The opera is obviously getting wuore Gilbertian.
It would be interesting to know how much msil the Falkland
Islands get from here each year -~ presumably not wmuch. We
should also be interested to know your reaction to the new
Regulation.

4., We are sending copies of this letter to the
American Department at the Foreign Office, to the Chancery at
Ilontevideo, and to the U.K. Mission at New York.

Yours ever,

Cha%ﬁﬁ;y.

NN,

Office of the Governor

of the Falkland Islands, _ {/} C
Port Stanley. ﬂ) firscry }7"- \ 20>\
Falkland Islands. Zt = N



%W-VII. ¢ - ] Y E_-)l{‘.a'

2Lth ifay, 664

Dear Chancery,

Thank you for your letter of 3rd Hay 1966 (1524/66 ).

{T

People who live here and tho correspond with persons in the
Argentine have all established their own routes through Montevideo
end are not particularly {roubled by the machinations of the Argentine
Poat Offico.

Vail from UK. is now clearly labelled "lontevideo only NOT 10 BE
OFYLOADED Lf ARGEHTINA", and only irropular correspondents, usually
fron the orth American Gontinent, appear to be troublsad.

le only reccive about a hundred letters a yoar, from, or through
tho Argentine, and about half of them get re=nddressed to the "Islas
Inlvinas",

The effect of the ediet will not be graat and we shall no doubt
carry on as bofore, but it is herdly the way to encourage relotionships,
and if we had Argentines living here (which we hoven't) they would be the
main sufferers,

I am sanding a copy of this reply to the Amerienn Depariment at
the Toreign Office, to the Chancery at lontevidee and to the U.X,
¥ission at New Yori.

Ty He THONPSON)
COLONZAL SECRLTALY

The Chapcery,
British Embzasy,

~BUENOS. 4 TRES.

I,



87 . iy

frcriwine b e plecse

Ref',Now May 1966
P 3p may

! :‘ i - - - ~ 1) -
FrS 4 lany thanks Tor your letter FSY 156/1/01 of 1hth April
apout mail bags heing correctly off-loaded at hiontevideo,
“veryone here concerned with arrangements for mail
handling was delighted to see the efficient loolkhng new labsls and

ve are most greteful to liss Cornwell for her interest cxd indtiative.

i

AN NS T Su\gg ESQ., Colla Gy
Colouial Office.




