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FALKLAND ISLANDS. Government House Stanley.
No. 71 11th August, 1908.

My Lord,
I have the honour to inform you that

I am forwarding to Professor Dunstan by parcel post
by this mail a small box containing certain mineral
specimans numbered one to three.

2. I should feel obliged if you would
kindly request him to have themexamined at his convenience
and furnish a report hereafter on their economic value,
or otherwise, for the information of this Government.

I have etc.

(SGD) W. L. Allardyce
Governor.

The Right Honble
The Earl of Crewe P.C.

&c. ,&c. ,&c. ,
Secretary of State for the Colonies

Downing Street.



Imperial Institute
of the

United Kingdom, The Colonies and India.
Imperial Institute Road,

London, S. W.
8th October, 1908.

Sir,
I have the honour to enclose

a report, for transmission to the Governor of

the Falkland Islands, on tfce three mineral

specimens from that Colony which are referred to

32912/1908 dated the 15thin your letter No.

September, l$08.//
I have, etc.

(SD) Wyndham R. Dunstan

The Under Secretary of State,V;

I

I

i

Colonial Office, LONDON, S. W.
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IMPERIAL INSTITUTE.

Report on Mineral specimens from the Falkland Islands,

by Professor Wyndham R. Dunstan ,M. A. F.R.S.

No. 2542?

These mineral specimens were forwarded for
examination to the Imperial Institute from the Falkland
Islands, and are referred to in a letter from the
Colonial Office, No. 32912/1908 dated the 15th September
1908, which enclosed a copy of a despatch (No.71 of the
11th August 1908) from the Governor of the Falkland
islands on the subject.

No. 1 was a small specimen of dull black, solid
weighing three quarters of an ounce.bitumen, It was

I very tough and compact and had a specific gravity about
1; some portions of the specimen just sank in water,
whilst others floated-

The bitumen took fire when a lighted match was
applied to it and burned away quietly leaving a black
carbonaceous residue.

A sample of about 7 lb of this bitumen should be

No. 2 which weighted 2^ lb., consisted of

It

An

Y

was practically free from iron bearing minerals.

yellowish-white, siliceous clay, containing a considerable 
amount of free silica in the form of quartz grains.

sent to the Imperial Institute for analysis and commercial 
valuation.



1
An examination of the sandy residue obtained by washing

off the clayey portion of the specimen showed that,

with the exception of occasional grains of felspar and

rutile, it was composed entirely of quartz.'

This specimen weighed 1-| lbs. andNo.,3.
consisted of grey siliceous clay. Like No. 2 it contained
a considerable amount of quartz sand, and also numerous
particles of slate, to which constituent the grey colour
of the clay appeared to be due. In addition to quartz
occasional grains of felspar, zircon and biotite were
observed in the washed residual sand, but no other
minerals were peesent.

Samples No. 2 and 3 were similar in texture and also
in their general physical properties apart from colour.

It would probably not pay to export these clays
from the Falkland Islands, but they might be used locally
for brick making, the manufacture of pottery etc. If it
is proposed to utilize them for such purposes, large samples
of 14 lb. of each should be sent to the Imperial Institute
for further investigation and techinal trial.

(SB) Wyndham R. Dunstan.
8th October, 1908.

■



Falkland Islands. Government House, Stanley.
68No. 4th September, 1909.

My Lord,
With reference to your despatch No. 73

of 20th October, 1908, I now send you., as requested

further analysis and commercial valuation.

2. I mayadd that there would appear to be
several outcrops of this mineral in different parts
of the Colony.

(SB) W. L* Allardyce
Governor.

The Right Honble
The Earl of Crewe, P. C.

&c.£c. ,&c. ,
Secretary of State for the Colonies.

Downing Street.
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