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The Hon:; Colonial Sec¢retary.
Thank you. Noted and raturned.
2. Shall I next season have IO cwt of peat dried ete,
P in blocks of 6" X 6" X I0",
Coloﬁ_iglj;)gineer.

12/5/32.

/éé..dw
2 A"‘L&/‘MAM Wfia/‘i«é

A : é e, waf cSeC
3 ﬂ/ ‘ L*‘/ « C _:<‘/,,',~/‘>,
% 3 /g / /é/“?";@ ;/ o & BU 8 = / C_<
) P g Z & / S 4

Subsequent 'aper. 73 £ ) &7 Sy o

/




~ T —

7S | %
s I megpss & kil S Onade |
% ot

&n%mm«( M@/&Z% o (LG 2

A 7 i
o ot czly £ 5

Refishl. 70 9 4 £/ £/ /M%W//yzs R

SO#S deabatch b 48 of a6~ Sebt 1923 \@j yaols! -




\ "=
JALE

IMPARIAL INSTITUTE
of the
UNITED KINGDOM,THZ COLONI&S AND INDIA
South Kensington,
LONDCN, 35.W.7
22rd January,1922

S

With further reference to your letter No.
1262/1921 of the 27th July, 1921, I have the honour
to send you the following informaticn relating to the
question of the possible utilisation of the peat
deposits in the Falkland Islands.

As stated in Imperial Institute letter of the
7th January 1921, it appeared unlikely that British firms
would be interested in this matter unless there were
good prospects of cispesing of the peat in South
America. Inquiries as to the possible market for peat
fuel in South America have been made and information
has also been received from H.l.Commercial Officers and
Consule in Argentina, Brazil,Chile,Colombia, Ecuador
Parsguay, Peru Uruguay and Venezuels.

According to the informaticn furnished peat fuel
is scarcely used at present in South America. There
is not likely to be a market for it in Venezuelas,
Colombie and Paraguay, whilst in the other countries
a demand would have to be created. Moreover Brazil,
Uruguay and Chile possess considerable peat deposits
which have scarcely been worked hitherto, though action
is now being taken in this direction in Uruguay and
Chile. It is not known whether deposits occur in
Argentine, but no proposals for the utilisation of peat
are under consideration there. The fuel requirements
of Argentina are stated to be equivalent to 5,000,000
tons of coal per annum, and this country woulc appear

to offer the best market for peat from the Falkland
Islends provided that the price at which it could be
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supplied would compare favourably with that of the other
available fuels (coal, wood and oil) dus regerd being peid
to their respective calorific values.

The present price of coal at South American ports
is stated to be from 40s. to 44s. per ton. Air dried
peat blocks(conteining say 25 per cent of moisture) would
probably have about half the calorific value of industriel
ccal, and in view of the disadvantages of peat as compared
with coal their value in Argentina in compsetition with cosl
et the above prices woulcd probably not exceed 1f8 to 16s.
per ton.

Owing to the searcity of labour in the Falkland
Islands it woulc not be practicable to produce peat for
export by manual lebour and the possitility of employirg
machinery for the purpose was therefore investigated.
Arrangements were mads for techniceal triels of Falkland
Islands peat, received at the Institute some years ago ,
to be carried out by a firm of engineers in this country
who specialise insuch materials. The firm have recantly
reported on the results of their tridala. They confimm
the view previously expressed by the Institute thet the
peat is of good quality and state that in their opinion
air-dried blccks which would stand transport coula he
prepared by machinery frcm the fresh peat at a modereste
cost. Detailed estimates which they offered to furnish
of the cost of the necessary plant for the process hevs not
yet been received but will be ferwarded if required,

In the meentime, the following particulars, taker from
official reports, as tc the cost of treatment of peat
elsewhere may be of interest.

The cost of producing peet blocks at Ticknevin in

Ireland by hend-method is stated to have been about 6s per

ton



ton(pre-war) and about 83 per ton in 1917, and the
opinion is exprsssed that machine-made psat would not
have cost more. The cost of producing 600 tons psr day
of peat blocks(30 per cent moisturs) in Canada in 1914
was given at $1.15 por ton at ths bog, and the coat
of one peat wmenufacturing unit with an output of 60
tons per day at $12,000.

Hitherto it has generally bsen found impossitle
to find a remunerative market for peat at any considzarabl
distance from the deposit owing to cost of transport
on account of the bulky naturs of the matsrial. As one
ton of psat blocks occupy the space of two tons of coal
ths freight is hsavy in comparison with that for coal
The results of ths enquiries made by the Institute indi-
cate that the question of freight will be an important
factor in determining whather the preparation of psat
blocks in the Falklands for export to South America will
prove remunerativs. No data are however availabls
here on which to base an sstimats of the probable cost
of freight from the Falkland Islands to Argsntina, and
in ordsr that the commsrcial possibilities may be
further considered, it is suggested that 2snquiries on this
subject should be addressed to the Governor of the Colony
It is however unlikely that freight rates will be favour-
able unless goods are carried on the forward jouransy from
Argentina,

The period during which air-drying of the pesat could
be efficiently carried out in the Falkland Islands would
have an important bearing on the preparation of the

blocks and it would be desirable to ask for information
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on this point in view of the rainfall. Artificial
dryirng would add to the cost although peat might be
used as fuel.

On the whole the prospects of finding an axtensive
market in South America for peat blocks from the Falklands
do not appear to be promising, but as the high cogt
of freight would prohibit a rasmunerative market being
found elsewhere for the peat it may be considered de-
sirable to examine further the possibility of creating
a demand for psat fuel in certain countriss in South
America. If so it is suggested that about 10 cwt of
good, well-dried ,psat blocks measuring when freshly cut
not more than & ins. by 6 ins. by 10 ins. should be
forwardad here for distribution for trial an t hose
countries so that the viaws of possiovle usars of peat
fuel may be ascertained and mors dafinite information
obtainsd as to the pricsz it would be likaly tc realise.

A number of axperiments on the carbonisation by
distillation of Falkland Islands peat have bsen carried
out with a view to detearmining the yields of charcoal,
acetic acid, smmonia and oils. Owing to the absencs of
a local demand for these products and the cost of trans-
port this altermative method of utilising the peat need
not be further considsred at present.

I have the honour ste.,

(5gd) 'WYNDHAL R. DUNSTAN.

THE UNDIR SZICRATARY COF STATA
COLONIAL OFFICH
S.\IM-]..
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siss of your lettsr and thio roplys ars
being sent bto the dovernor for his observabicns =g &
further cormunicalbion wili be addraszeasd bo you whon
an snswar is raceivid. o tha meantiss it would not

D ROpSAT ngeassary Lo gbbain cotailed sstimatas of tha

eont of plant.
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Your most obadisnt servard,

(Eigney 3 G. QRENDLE
THS DIR4CTOR
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Wy ILord Duke.

Lith vefevonce 10

harehillds
0. 14 af the 8th of Febrwry, 19922

iteda §

despaben 1 havo
tiwe 1o

nowt Lo wenort that there ia 20 naritice

commuzticobion bebwean this ¢oleonr and Zrpenting and
that In the ovront of & narket being found thore for

fual it would be necessary Lo malo onzelel

arpansomente Jor (o frasagnord of tho fuel
2. The present rate of frelight Ffrom

domte Video
e slonlay

Wy weesele the reeific Steem lNevigation

gonpany is 42g/6A4 por Lon exnd the atmo rate wad
chavgad by the only veesel whioh hag carrisd cargo
diroct from Duenog sires o Stenleoy durlny tihe lest
LHO YoRTa . A reduclion in thile rate nisht be envect-
od for large quantivies sof fuel bul tiie rato would

abill be high in comparison with tho voliue of the fuel
and no allowonce cowld ho mmde for invard carpgo aa thweo

roltal imports of

£ the Coloay execlusive of coal, smowat
only to about 2 year and conc alnost

enabirely from !

I have the honowr to be,
My Lord ke,
Yowr Sraco's most obediont,

hamble servant,

AIS GHACT THE DUKN OF DUVOHGIHIRE,

P.G.p RelG

Tay Gellettaloay GaaValle;

SECRETARYL {)1" BTAN

FOR THE GOL

J. Hiddlston.
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