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26th, November <, 1951 -

• At a meeting of nil peat haulage contractors held, on Wednesday

the 21st, of November,1951, it uas unanimously agreed to increase the
price of peat haulage by 1/6 per xjsxk lorry loan as from the 1st, of
November, 1951. The purchase price of a lorry loud of peat is
increased from 23/4 to 28/-.

AU contractors regret having to enforce these increased rates
but wish to draw the attention of .the public to the fact that they have
no other option owing to; ,

(a) The deplorable state of the Stanley roads.
(b) The very high and ever increasing price oi vehicle

maintenance.
(c) The increasing price of petrol and cost of living in

•-general-.——---------------------------- ---------■—------

Sgd. D.MoLeod.
on behalf of the peat haulage contractors.



1 9 5 8.

January 5>/3

PETROL

< 1949. 1950.

JANUARY. 3/14 gall. JANUARY. 4/- gall. JANUARY. 3/11 gall

FEBRUARY. 3/4 II FEBRUARY. 3/9 II FEBRUARY. 3/11 It

MARCH. 3/4 ft MARCH. 4/- If MARCH. 3/11 If

APRIL. 3/4 It APRIL. 4/- It APRIL. 3/11 It

MAY. 3/4 It MAY. 4/- 11 MAY. 4/1 It

JUNE. 3/4 It JUNE. 4/- tt JUNE. 4/1 It

JULY. 3/4 It JULY. 4/1 tt JULY. 4/1 It

AUGUST. 3/4. It AUGUST. 4/1 It AUGUST. 4/2 tt

SEPTEMBER. 3/4 11 SEPTEMBER. 4/- II SEPTEMBER. ■■ 4/2 tt

OCTOBER. 3/6 tt OCTOBER. M/1 tt OCTOBER. 4/2 It

NOVEMBER. 3/ 6 II NOVEMBER. 4/1 It NOVEMBER. 4/3 II

DECEMBER. 4/- If DECEMBER. 4/1 It DECEMBER. 4/7 fl









EXTRA PAGE.

Peat Haulage. w

The Haulage Contraetors and Carters of Stanley regret to
inform their customers that an increase in haulage rill take place from
Sept. 9th. The increase in peat haulage has been grouped and*priced
as follows:
Contract peat: 2/- per yard or £1 per load for odd loads.

Private peat.
Stone Corral Banks and Banks on same ridge as Ship Hotel Banks

9/6 per load.
End of Dairy Paddock Road up the back of Dixie Banks 8/9 per load.
Banks right at the end and round the last bend of Dairy Paddock Road

8/- per load.
Top and front of Dixie Banks up to Stanley Arms Bank 7/6 per load.
From Stanley Arms Bank top and front of Dixie Banks west to J.Barnes’

Bank 8/3 per load.
From J.Barnes’ Bank and to the west 8/9 per load.
R.Hills' Bank and banks close round 8/3 per load.
Rifle Range Banks and round Pavilion 8/3 per load.
Banks further to west of old Rifle Range 10/- per load.
Tumble Down Banks 6/6 per load.
Banks close Tumble Down Paddock Fence 7/6. per load.
Target Banks and those up to Bert Fleuret's Bank 8/3 per load.
Banks beyond Bert,-Fleuret ’ s Bank to T.Braxton's Bank 9/- per load.
Banks beyond T.Braxton's Bank 1Q/- per load.
Banks east of Eliza Cove Road ..and front of first ridge to W.Browning's

Bank ;,6/9'^,er-.:l-.oad.
Banks at the back of- first ridge and in front of sefifi^d ridge

'■ • ■?•/&, .per load.
Banks on top of the second ridge 8/6 per load. 7
Vi.Browning's Bank to north of Roller Shed 8/- per load.
Banks, near Eliza Cove Road at. the Beach 9/- per load.
.C.Henricksen .. E.Hirtle Banks 9/- per load.
G.Perry .. R.Hannaford Jnr. Banks 9/6 per load.
Banks by and at the end of Keil Canal Road 7/- per load.
Banks over ridge to S.E. of Keil Canal Road 9/- per load.
Banks to East of Keil Canal Road down ridge to G.Halliday's Bank

9/6 per load.
Banks to east of G.Halliday's Bank 10/6 per load.
Banks at-the.back of ridge south, of Surf Bay Road to W.Spencer's Bank

v* ' 8/- per load;.
Banks to east of W.Spencer's Bank 9/“ per load.
Banks on top of ridge south of Surf Bay Road, 8/3 per load.
Banks along surf Bay Road to Stanley'Arms Bank 7/6 per load.
B'anks east of Stanley.Arms Bank to Land Mark 8/- per load.
Banks to east of Land Mark along Surf Bay Road 8/9 per load,

ARRIVALS: per s.s• "Lafonia" from Montevideo to Stanlffsz,.^3r«et~^tinday -
His Excellency the Governor and Mrs Mr and Mrs R.M,
Williams, Mr and Mrs N.^^jGasn&rolfTTBir and Mrs D.G.Stewart, Mr J.Blyth,,

Mr and Mrs D.W-aA^trSlTMrs B.M.A.Bennett, Mr G.W.Grieve, Mr G.Douglas,
Mr 0 .J&eerdT^Mr H.A.Biggs, Mr W.A.Morrison, Mr W.H.Stewart.



EXTRA PAGE 2
\ • Christ Church Cathedral*

\ September 1 2th* Sixteenth Sunday after Trinity.
\ 8 &. 9*55 ’uly Communion.
\ 9 “55 Chiidxvn’s Church.
\ V Ko r.v; ng * yr ay er & Address.
\ 7 1‘.ven*;eng A Sex-mon,

Wednesday Holv^P^r.u^ at 8.

mgafi?y*rG.jic.K______£alfland? store.
V/e state below some: of the goods received by? "LARON IA,,.:;’-

SH1RTS

yby ’ s: -

window

JUBILEE STORE.
GOODS ARRIVED BY "LAFONIA1*

Ro.

Vf. Hi SEDGWICK

HANDBAGS
1-R/M SETS’
ROMPERS.

TOYS.

Keep in touch with our

UNDERWEAR.
NOVELTIES

SHIR
JLRSEj
OVER Al

LONG t U./'DRAWERS
etc.
SLIPOVERS. "
UNDERWEAR etc ♦

C-LL/1R
AGES

BLAZERS.
BELTS.

CORSETS
COTTON FROCKS

MANICURE SE

FLANNELS*
PULLOVERS ♦
etc# etc*

HOSE.
BRACES.
HOSIERY

RUBBER S.SLIPPERS
etc. etc.

C.XRDIG.kNS.
SHAWLS etc.

GLA3SV/..xRE etc.

future Adverts and
placard announcements for 'these goods at CUT PRICES 

Lad

LADIES COATS, 1 JACKETS, :iA/S STOCKINGS, BLOUSES, WIN SETS, SUSPENDERS,
ROLLONS, CORSETS,’BRASSIERES, VESTS, KNICKERS, NIGHTDRESSES,

PSTTIQOATS, VEST & PANTEE SETS/ SPONGE BAGS, BEACH BAGS, CRASH BAGS,
ELASTIC, MOROCAIN MATERIAL, PILLOW CASES, GENTS PYJAMAS, BRACES,

FRILLING, CURTAiir RINGS, PLASTIC HOODS, MENDING COTTON,. WRITING PADS,
CHILD’S. BREECHEiTE1 SETS, W* ;T0 20V,'CHILD’S COAT'SETS 16° TO 28”.

“• •*'" PRESS STUDS. ETC. \ ETC.
INSPECTION INVITED.

_______ GENUINE ARTICLES. / \ PRICES WDERATE. ’

STANIi^Y sports association. . * • ..
it the Annual General' Mee/ing ’ it was" decided’to hold the Race Meeting
on Monday the 27th,- and Tuesday the 28th December, 1948.
The Executive Committee Are as follows \
lion.A*t•■.Tarton, Chairiyan, - Capt.L.W.Aldridge.-. Vice Chairman, Mr M.G..

^rL* Treasurer, Mr J.Barnes representing Entertainment,
Mr LyOlartK.r presenting S weeps take and Tote, ftr R-.Reive Assistant
Secro:;ary^ Mr D.RjV/^tson Secretary. \
,Governor ’ s Sup 2/6 per ticket).\ Books have been
issuou co all Camp/ Stations and a limited number\are on sale in Stanley.
On receipt of a farther supply from the Printers, (books may be obtained
from ?.tL- D«Clark.’/ \

S we ep s t al -c; 1 / • y Ti ck e t s Books of Tickets m ay b e. ob t alne d f r om: -

RnReive, W.Finlayson, <& D.R.V/atsdn.

aro the same as .for the last meeting - namely for

• • • * ’ Sellers prize £2:10<:0

.......................... M ” £1:0:0 \
each, and one free ticket for each complete book

LU./

Ml books and cash to be returned to the secretary at 54 JohnSstreet.

• The.co/di tjons
e ach unit of-£100 :-

1 st Prize £25
2nd ^irize £20
3rd. Prize £10
y Prizes of £5



Peat Haulage. Copy of the broadcast notice is at p. 1.
It appears to me that the reasons given are all valid,and
my only criticism is that they have been valid for quite a
long time. The roads are bad,we all know it and admit it,
but they have been bad for the past six years at least,and
I dont think they have got appreciably worse in the past 12
months. Prices are rising,and perhaps they have risen a
little more sharply in the last 18 months than previously.
The prices of petrol for the last three years are shown at
p.2. The main increase was two years ago.

2. The road haulier has to live,and on investigating the
prices I am surprised that he did not increase his charges
a year or two ago. Like the F.I.C.and meat,he has waited
rather a long time and then put it up with a bump. The
increase now announced does seem stiff,but I think the
population is in a spot. My impression is that the road
ihaulage business is tottering. Most of the present lorries
were bought cheap off the Army. ThJ^gr useful life is now
(drawing to a close. Replacement would involve capital
expenditure in excess of what the hauliers can,or are
prepared*to, face. I foresee,in this as in so many other
of the community’s activities,a demand for Government to
step in and take over,and I consider that any such demand
should be resisted most strenuously.



Y. E.
We did once consider the possibility of supplying petrol

to the contractors who were moving the Govt:peat at P.W. D.
prices. That was because we were not satisfied that the F.I.C.

2ft/ was nuking only a reasonable profit on the sale of petrol.
For the same reason I would be prepared again to advocate that
limited measure of assistance. There is no reason why Govt:
should pay extra when it is a question of getting the peat for
the hospital,school,etc. ,if the extra is only going to swell
the F.I.C’s balance sheet. But after investigation we decided
that there was no evidence that they were making an undue profit
on the sale of petrel (it was a case which was ’’not proven”,
I think).

2. I should be unwiix unwilling to let all peat hauliers have
petrol at P.W.D.fcates,for exactly the reason which Y.E.gives
in para 1 of your minute overleaf. It certainly would be just
the first step.

ih/U hack#

3. I am rather attracted by a suggestion which A.0.once put
to me when discussing winning peat. This was that we should
have a tractor (with metal tracks) on the bogs. The peat would
be loaded on to trailers and drawn to the edge of the road by
the tracked tractor,then uncoupled and taken on down the town
by a Fordson type tractor with rubber tyres. This would not
harm the roads,and as peat is a light load a trailer full of
it would not constitute too heavy a load for the macadamised
subsidiary roads.

4. That still leaves the question of actually cutting the peat,
and I agree with Y. E’s observations above. I will pass the
papers to S.of W.on return to note.

30.11.51





[Telephone 1 > Town. Council' Qffi@£,
v Town Hall,

Stanley,

The Town Council of . Stanley 6
X, - ■. '

^^(CONSTITUTED 194 7)
- - J •' „ . .......

. Ikth...Janry...... 1 ®2

The Honourable,
The Colonial Secretary,
Stanley.

Sir,
I am directed by the Town Council

to enquire regarding the possibility
of obtaining petrol supplies from Government
for the Fire Brigade; it is understood that
the price is considerably below that charged
by local retailers. The availability of
cheaper petrol supplies would, in addition,
be reflected in scavenging and peat carting
costs.

I am,
Sir,

Your obedient servant,





^^Page 10. I thought at first that this
referred only to netrol for the Fire Engines,and that
£6S consider it quite proper to let their, have from
Govt‘.stocks. But it appears from the last sentence of
the letter that the Council also want to have cheaper
netrol for the ash contractor and the peat hauliers. As
a matter of fact from the wording of their letter one
might conclude that the Fire Engines were going to haul
the ashes and the peat,but I assume that this is not the
case.’
2. My own view is that they should have P.W.D.rate
petrol (plus the 20% store charge) for the Fire Engines,
but I do not support P.W.D.petrol for the ash and peat
hauling,mainly because I think it would be difficult to
control issues to the respective contractors for txha those
purposes.

3. I should be grateful if vnn w™™ -ux ii you would record your views.

28.1.52.

’ /,/o. , jk tkj

ft



1U82

February, 52.

the latter,

Sir,

inco1*6?06 letter of the 14th o
yt>2, i am directed, to 'Inform you that

*orr/Ghe use of the Fire Brigade
Denflnfm^n+ t*”? *uture from the public Worksx/apartment. it is . .. . . neonoARc-j ™ \ -z xehrcttea tnat a similar
swSSS Se“1?‘e?aS™«ea 1? r.speol of
Issue of petrol, particular? cartlnS slnce th®
would, be difficult to check.'

With
January,
petrol supplie
may be obtained in

I am,
bir ,

Your obedient servant,

Michael Rayme r

Town Clerk,
Stanley Town Council,

STANLEY.

TO

COLONIAL SECRETARY.



H.C>S., The foiiowing is a copy of a. "broadcast notice
which was handed in to the Broadcast Studio last evening
and referred to you over the telephone

NOTICE TO PUBLIC.
PEAg • HAULAGE.

Owing to a new rise in the price of petrol and
the.fact that petrol has risen twice since the last
rise in peat haulage? the Public are hereby informed
that no further haulage will be undertaken until
further steps, are taken by the. Public.

Lo Goodwin
K.. Summers
K. Jacobsen

I communicated the text of the Notice to you by
telephone and you directed me to instruct the Broadcast
Announcer that the Notice should not be broadcast last

Y.S.
I mentioned the above matter to Y.E.on the phone

this morning. There is a note of the selling prices of
petrol at page 2 of this file. The increase in December
is accounted for by the fact that the F.I.C.pump is
measured in litres. They have always given five litres
for a gallon,and have only recently discovered that 5
litres is a bit more than a gallon. mhey therefore adjusted
the price. The latest increase,of 8d.per gallon (or rather
8d.per five litres) is due to the fall in the rate of

g . ? exchange in Montevideo from 6.16 to 5. 25 pesos to the £.
2. The suggestion in the peat carters notice above that
’’further steps” should be taken by the public appeared
to me to be stupid,and I instructed last night that the
broadcasting of the notice should be deferred. There are
no further steps that the public can take;except to buy
a horse and any cart.
3. I mentioned to Y.E.the question of the contractor who
carts the Govt :peat, and Y.E. agreed that his contract price
per load might be increased fx by Id. ,which S/’V thinks
is fair.
4. What the peat carters are after is permission to buy
petrol from the P.W.D. I cannot recommend this even for
the man who carts the Government peat,and certainly not
for the peat carters in general. To give it to the Govt: 



neat carter would be all right as far as carting
neat for the hospital,school etc.is concerned,but
would mean in effect a hidden subsidy in respect of
the peat carting which he does for Government servants
who buy their peat from the P.W.D. To give it to -all
the peat carters would be to subsidise peat carting and
would give the P.I.C.just cause for saying that the
20% rebate on freight per ’’Fitzroy” which they give us
(which is one of the reasons why P.W.D.petrol is cheaper
than that from the F. I.C.retail pump) was being abused.

5. I have instructed the A.C.S.to inform the peat carters
that we are not prepared to broadcast the last seven words
of the notice which they sent in.



NOTE.
Mr.Hardy called to see me on the afternoon of 12th

Feb:,at the request of the peat hauliers. He suggested that
Govt:might let then: have petrol at P.W.D. rates. I told him
that Govt:was not prepared to do this,for the reasons given
in my minute to H.E.at pp.14-15. He then said that Govt:
might give a direct subsidy. I said that Govt: did not like
giving subsidies,because once you start that it is very hard
to stop and the bill grows like a snowball. I told Mr.Hardy
that the only course open to the hauliers was to raise their
price for hauling. He said that if they did so many people
would not be able to afford to have their peat carted. I
said that any such rise in price would be reflected in the
Index of Retail prices and thus in the award of C.O.L.B.
This was in Govt’s opinion a better way of dealing with
price increases generally then by subsidisation.
2. Mr.Hardy did not agree with me,but undertook to convey
my views to the peat hauliers.
3. Peat Hauliers issued a notice to the public on the
evening of 12 th saying that there would be an increase in
price of 1/1 per lorry load.

13. 2. 52.

S/W.
Please see minutes from page 14 for information-

H.E.would like to know whether,in your opinion,the
increase of 1/1 per lorry load announced last night ny
the hauliers,is excessive. We were proposing to put o
chap up 9d.

13.2.52



18.2.52.

It will be inter-
their new

’’Public”, on
something

I am informed by Don Clark that the price or peu-wwill go back to 4/9 as from to-morrow morning. (It was 4/7
until last week when it 'vent up to 5/3).
esting to see whether the peat hauliers revise
nrices. ^er^hans we (Govt:) should invite the
whom/the hauliers are so prone to call,to "do

about it’

Du



~ n <8 , ,y f •»_ n g.

NO.

Y.E.
The action which I would like to suggest is to "inspire”

the next news reader on Friday to make some acid comment on
the peat hauliers readiness to put up their prices and their
tardiness in taking them down again. However,! suppose that
would not be the correct thing to do since Govt:has taken
the line that the news broadcasts should be confined to
factual news and should not include expressions of opinion.
Also the news reader (and 1 dont know who it is) probably
would*nt do it.’

2. The only alternative would appear to be for me to write
a letter to the peat hauliers. I submit draft at cover.



26th 'februaxy 52.

Gentlemen,

I am directed, to refer to the recent announcement broadcast over
the local radio to the effect that, owing to a rise of 8d. per gallon in
the price of petrol, there wuld have to be an increase of 1/1 d. per load
in the cost of carting peat, and to observe that shortly after this announce
ment was made the price of petrol fell by 6d. per gallon. Since the rise
in the cost of peat carting was attributed to the increase in the price of
petrol it would appear that a fall in the price of patrol of as much as 6d.
per gallon should justify a proportinate decrease in the price of peat cart­
ing. Government has not heard of any such decrease being made, and I am
to request that you will advise me as to the reason for this, which it is
considered that the public is entitled to know.

Mr» K. Summers and other Hauliers,
STZliOXa

WH.

I am.
Gentlemen,

Your obedient servant,

(SGD) MICHAEL R. RAYMER,

Colonial Secretary.





H.C.S.

Agricultural Department..
. Stanley.

10th March, 1952

mo

May I address you on the question of peat and chiefly its
haulage• . .

This matter was raised in the Legislative Council by the /Y
Hon. Second Member for Stanley and His Excellency in replying /
mentioned the setting up of a Committee to look into the matter.

At present there are roughly 8 or 9 lorries fully employed
on peat haulage.

These are all getting on for 10 years or more old the last
imported into Stanley were 2 in 19U? by Government.

The lorries are being run by:- Mr.Ernie Barnes 1, Mr.Flowers
1 + a horse and cart, Mr.Donald McLeod 1, Mr.Pat McPhee 1, Mr. Jim
Clifton only part time, Mr.Jacobsen 1, Mr.Les Cletheroe part time
only, Mr.L.Goodwin + a horse and cart. Also Mr Bob Reeves and Mr.
Fred Ashley have lorries and may do a little carting in their spare
time and Mr.Short, Mr C.Skilling and Mr.J.Halliday have horses and
carts primarily for carting their own peat and Mr.T. Goodwin has
a lorry for same.

This makes up about the sum total of vehicles used to bring
the town’s supply home.

Jacobsen and Goadwin are under contract to cart Government
peat this year and to date of writing they have fetched 6-700 yds
of I think some 15,000 yds cut. Most Government peat sheds are
more than half empty.

Government peat, to be carted is new (this year’s cut) and in
enormous sods which consequently are still damp in parts, this
means that more is used to get the same warmth than would be of
dry peat.

The ideal is to be a year in hand with peat in big rickles
standing on the bogs over winter sufficient to fill up all sheds
whilst cutting of another lot is taking place.

I would suggest to you that as the peat bogs are all within
3 miles of town it would be more economic to replace, as replace
they very soon will have to be, this set up of aged and worn out
lorries with Fordson Tractors and Trailers. Possibly 1 or 2 of such
tractors could be purchased cheaply from the C.D.C. on completion
of the Ajax Bay Freezer, and trailers, not too large, only
the wheels and axles need be imported the bodies could be made
and kept in repair here.

One such tractor with 3 trailers in commission would do as
much carting as 2 or 3 lorries and thus 3 tractors so equiped
could do all the carting for town.

Such an outfit would be much more versatile than the use of
lorries, when a trailer bogged the tractor could be detached and
pull the trailer out by snatching sideways with a short chain or
wire hauser or in bad cases leave the stuck trailer and carry on 
with the others.

Government crawler tractor, at present at Ajax Bay, could be
utilised in the scheme to pull out such stuck trailers or in bad
weather take same to the side of the present hard roads. Then
again such tackle round town woul< be most useful, it could be
used to haul mowing machines and agricultural machinery* at the
appropiate times without the same being charged “in Cbto to such
cultivations. It would make the growing of oats for haj become
economic and by providing the facilities for carting and spreading
sand and kelp on the land be a basis of improving yeiIds and
making field production of potatoes and swedes also economic.

To this end I would recommend to your consideration that if
such a line of action as above were resolved upon that the peat
Officer and the carting equipment be placed under the Agricultural
Department and the rather absurd position of having as at present
2 Departments administering the Common in different spheres and
certainly with no unanimity of policy done away with.

Thus also the Superintendent of Works would be relieved of
an harassment and be able to apply himself to building and repair
matters in town with greater effect whilst matters on the Common
would get some invigilation from myself as I do and am able to get
about over it by using horses much more easily in the occasion
of my other duties than the Superintendent is able if he ever
attempts such invigilation.

1/



2.

I would also recommend that Government investigate with a
W view to purchase the smaller peat cutting machines used in

Denmark, SchleswigrHolstein and Sweeden to cutter produce sods

(or sod like blocks so that the actual labour of peat-cutting may
be mecanised and thus many man hours of labour, which is in
extremely short supply here made available for other work.
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No. 19. G A Z E I T 3 N 0 T ICE.

Colonial Secretary’s Office.
Stanley, Falkland Islands.

1st April, 1952.

His Excellency the Governor has been pleased to appoint the
following to constitute a Committee to examine the problem of peat
supply for the Town of Stanley and to make recommendations as to the
most practical and economical means of assuring this.

The Honourable the
The Honourable the
The Superintendent
The Peat Officer
Hr. R. W. Hills

Colonial Secretazy (Chairman)
agricultural Officer

Works.

Ref;
VVH.

By Command,

Colonial Secretary



MINUTES OF PEAT COMMITTEE.

First Meeting held at the Colonial Secretary’s Office 1/4/52

Present. The Hon. Colonial Secretary. .. .. „
The Hon. Agricultural Officer.
The Hon. Superintendent of Works.*
The Peat Officer Mr. S.C.Aldridge. wk
Mr. Richard Hills. - >

b LrkVi*
Opening discussion on A.C.'S previous minute to C.S.
Mr. Livermore said he was guite happy about Government peat:

suggested improve tracks to bogs by making of ashes.
Hoped Gov. acquire 2,6 wheel 4 wheel drive lorries
of small 2 ton capacity,then would be quite happy.

Peat Officer confirmed this; suggested lorries now in use too heavy
and the roads to blame.
Gov. Commitments= Offices and half a dozen houses
cutting 15,000 cubic yards. Total for the town about
80,000 cubic yards.

R. Hills Trouble is carting: no new lorries: roads impossible:
must replace lorries find another robuster means of
transport: lorry maintenance very high now in spares
chiefly springs and tyres.
6-8 which breaking axles, Barnes now converting to
4 wheeler tractor no springs:trailer could also be x
same.
Recommend Diesel Tractor: that fuel cheaper and engine
more satisfactory. Trailers having wide wheel base
than those at Ajax. Those recently obtained for
Teal Inlet and Salvador a good type: tippers doubted
maneuverability of trailers round peat sheds.

Mr. Oliver Said could back 2 wheeled trailer where any lorry
now gets: willing to teach others who would become
proficient with practice. Pointed out cheapness of
tractor-trailer outfit compared with lorries also
utilising tractors now at Ajax and redundant on
completion of works there.
Ashes counteract peat soil acidity giving green grass
in some years time and hardening surf ace, l?ut roads
to be made now were to be used now: suggested tracks
be patched up where lorries get stuck and bridges
over ditches be repaired in more permanent structure:
sections of old wireless masts and stone. Separation
of ashes from rubbish difficult: where to get labour
for it. No one with £2.000 in town likely to buy .
new lorry: sooner book passage to N.Z.

Colonial Secretary. Would substantial road contract hauling make
anyone consider the investment in a new lorry worth
it.

Mr. Livermore

Peat Officer

Mr. Hills

Help/

lorry
short

tractor
roads

What would R<Hills do about peat if nothing were done
and situation deterioated much more?
What about stone for road making?
What about electricity situation instead of peat?
What about cutting and having 2 years supply of peat
in hand?

envisaged trawler-tractor with winch Shagging trailer^
to road: bothered about cutting up bogs with
and trailer: agreed these better for present
than lorry.
Said could make a fortune out of a new light
now. Gov. could not get more peat cut in the
cutting season. Both he and Hills emphatic electricity
no replacement for peat- price too high.
Stated thought a tractor and 2 trailers answer: if x
saw no chance of getting peat home in year or two foriself would probably put money into a joint venture J
with others to try such outfit* sooner have a warm ill
house than the money in the bank and no peat: had 2
years peat in hand himself. Some classes of peat KI
would not stand on the hill over winter (crumbles)
but these people have tried 2 years supply in sheds»|
suggested present help of horse and cart on bog to ■



2« /
help contractors: pointed out Gov.horse and cart not being used:
suggested road making in winter tomake lorry keeping more
profitable • everything to cart peat in the dry summer: want more
transport.
Mr. Oliver said horse and cart had been offered P.W.D. but offer
not accepted as peat carting was out on contract.
Colonial Secretary suggested Contractors be consulted:Peat Officer
to contact and arrange meeting on Thursday next 8 p.m.: offer
help ifl they agree cannot see getting peat all home.
Bridges, Horse & Carts, Broadcast to general public etc.



MINUTES OF PEAT COMMITTEE MEETING.

Second Meeting held at the Colonial Secretary’s Office on 3rd April, 1952.

Present: The Hon. Colonial Secretary
The Hon. Agricultural Officer
The Hon. Supt. of Works.
The Peat Officer - Mr. S. C. Aldridge.
Mr. R. W. Hills. ,

In attendance: Mr. W. .Flowers
fe. D. McLeod
Mr. L. Goodvan
fe- F. McPhee

✓
< Representing Peat Haulers

The Peat Haulers’ representatives were asked whether they anticipated fulfilling
their contracts for this winter.

The Peat Haulers assured the Committee that they would supply all their regular
customers in full by the end of April - with the exception of two people whose
bogs were inaccessible.

They
would try

admitted that in some cases they had had to refuse new clients, but they
and satisfy these when the regular contracts were completed.

The Peat Haulers
broken bridges.

blamed the present situation on bad weather, bad tracks and

Three out of the four Peat Haulers said they would be going out of business
at the end of this season and that they did not propose to purchase new lorries.
One v>rent so far as to state that he would not continue peat hauling even if there
was a cement road to the bogs.

The Superintendent of Works offered to provide the Peat Haulers with temporary
bridges and to stone some of the worst places. This offer was gratefully accepted.

After the Peat Haulers had withdrawn the Committee discussed and agreed to
0 issue a brft^dcast^in the attached form, The object was to awaken public opinion

and ascertain the true supjbly situation without committing Government to rendering
any definite assistance. It was also felt that an additional member should be
appointed to the committee from the Town .Council.

The reaction to the broadcast would be awaited before another meeting was
held.



BROADCAST NOTICE.

Peat Committee.

As a result of representations made at the
last meeting of the Legislative Council His
Excellency the Governor has been pleased to
appoint a Committee with the following terms of
reference

"To examine the problem of peat supply for
the town of Stanley and to make recommendations
as to the most practical and economical means of
assuring this".

2. The members of the Committee are

Hon. Colonial Secretary - Chairman
’’ Agricultural Officer

Supt. Works.
Peat Officer.
Mr. R. Hills.

5. Before proceeding to a detailed examination
of the long range aspect of the problem the Committee
wished to satisfy themselves on the question of
supplies for the forthcoming winter.

They therefore met representatives of the peat
haulers on the 3rd of April, 1952, consisting of
the four regular contractors.

These representatives assured the Committee
that they were confident of supplying their regular
customers (and they emphasised the word "regular.w)
in full by the end of April with the' exception of
two people whose bogs were inaccessible owing to
the exceptionally wet weather. These two people
have already been notified.

4. In order to assist the Peat Haulers
the Superintendent of Works agreed to provide some
temporary bridges and to stoning some of the- worst
places on the tracks.

Colonial Secretary’s Office,
Stanley.

Uth April, 1952.



The Town Council of Stanley
(CONSTITUTED 1947)

[Telephone 117] Town Council Office,
Town Hall,

Stanley,

9th April.... 195.?,

The Chairman,
Peat Committee,
Stanley.

Sir,
I am directed by the Town Council

to enclose extracts from a letter recently
received bn the subject of utilising ashes
for peat tracks. The Council would
appreciate the opinion of your Committee
on the subject; in this connection it
is understood that Mr. James Clifton, who
holds the Council Garbage contract, has
very strong views.

I-am,
Sir,

Your obedient servant,



EXTRACT FROM LETTER RECEIVED BY THE TOWN
COUNCIL FROM MR. G.L.PALLINI.

29th March. 1952

.... You are no doubt well aware that
considerable difficulty has been expenienced
this summer in getting home the peat, in
fact many people have not been able to, and
are unlikely to be able to. The reason for
the difficulty is soft camp caused by wet
weather, and while we cannot control the
weather I feel that someone should do something
about peat tracks - next summer may be wetter
than ever. Could not something be done
with the ashes, a section of the road
through the Kiel Canal proves that ashes will
harden into a good track and the presence of
tins and bottles seems to make no
difference ..................



Extract from the minutes of a meeting of the Executive
Council held on the 29th of April, 1952.

9. Supply of Peat to Stanley. The Honourable the Colonial
Secretary gave a brief interim report on the actions taken by
the Peat Committee to help alleviate the present peat shortage
and on the Committee's discussions regarding supplies for the
future.

Council supported His Excellency’s proposal that
Government should consider making loans, subject to adequate
security, to reliable persons desirous of purchasing lorries
for peat hauling purposes. *

Ag. Clerk ecutive Council.
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5th Hay, 52.

Sir,

3 I have to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 25th of

April, 1952, and to sympathize with your predicament.

2. I would suggest that you WMSQ0  on yourpbevA.il

contractor to try and avail himself of the generous offer of

assistance given by Government and Colonial Development

Corporation to haul some of the peat to the nearest road by means

of tractor and sledge.

3. It is possible also that you may have a remedy in law

against your contrac tor for breath of contract.

I am,

qir,

Mr. S, H. Hennah four obedient servant.
Stanley;

(3GD) C. Campbell
MS ClIA-IiaiAN. ......

pbevA.il


1U82

6th Ma/r 52®

3/ yith reference to your lejtter of the: 9 th of 19^ on

the subject of utilising ashes for peat tracks. j &o say that

ths Peat Committee considers that this suggestion might well prove

of great assistance in the future and the Committee would welcome
. . . . . -kv vour Council.any experiments carried out *

I am,

The Town Clerk,
Town Council,

Stanley.

SiFp

Your obedient servant.





Decode.
TELEGRAM.

From The ...Coloni a l... Se ere ta ry.

77? Mr* Co ope rAjax. Bay.
 

Despatched: 12th May, 19 52 Time: 1 330

Received: 19 . . Time :

Venters, taking his son and Jennings tractor driver and

blacksmith designate on PROTECTOR. Grateful you approve

Pearson P. W. D.employee now operates tractor. He has had

six years tractor experience with Agricultural Dept.

Jennings has seen him in action and considers him competent.

FITZROY can bring out tractor at end of month. Tractor

required for approximately fortnight and Government will

pay reasonable hire charges as suggested by you. Grateful

Bentleys Code(l930)
COLONIAL SECRETANY
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Secretariat,
2C& May, 1952.

Your Excellency,
Peat Committee*

Reference Government Notice No. 19/52.

I have the honour to submit a report of the
deliberations and recommendations of the peat
Committee.

2. The Committee met on four separate occasions.
At the second meeting representatives of the peat
Haulage Contractors were present and Mr. Jennings,
the Colonial Development Corporation tractor drivers
attended the third meeting.

3. From the. start it became clear to the
Committee that the.problem divided itself into two
phases

(a) The peat supply for the forthcoming winter
(b) The long range aspect.

THE PF .T SUPPDY FOR THE FCRTHCOr.ITITG ..'UTTER.

As regards (a) the Committee took cognizance
of the fact that owing to the exceptionally wet
conditions in early summer, it was unlikely that the
contractors would be able to bring in all the supplies
required by Government and private persons.

5. in addition, information was received that
a number of people had been unable to make firm
haulage arrangements with any of the contractors.

6. The contractors representatives, when questioned,
expressed their confidence that they would be able to
satisfy all regular customers (with two exceptions)
by the end of April, but the Committee deemed it
prudent to issue a broadcast notice, the intention
of which was to awaken public interest without at
the same time committing Government to any-relief
measures. A copy of the notice is attached as an
appendix.

7. it subsequently became clear that the peat
haulers, were over optimistic.

8. On the recommendations of the Committee, the
following relief measures were gratuitously carried out
by Government and the Colonial Development Corporation

(a) public Works Department supplied contractors
with temporary moveable bridging materials.

(b). A Public 'Jerks Department lorry driver was
released to work as a private haulage contractor

(c) Public works Department stoned some of the worst
parts of the tracks.

(d) The Colonial Development Corporation loaned
their tractor and driver to haul peat from 



2

the bogs to the roads.

(e) Public Works Department constructed two sledges
to be hauled by the tractor and provided the
services of one labourer* to help load them.

(f) A Government horse and cart and driver was
loaned to the Government contractor.

9. .The success of the tractor and sledges was
very gratifying but- it should be noted that only two of
the contractors took advantage of the generous offer -
the rest were disinterested and announced that they had
finished for the season.

Fortunately, except at the inception of the scheme,
the two -remaining contractors were able to keep the
tractor fully occupied and. to date 17 houses have been
stocked which would otherwise have failed to get in their
peat.

B. THE LONG RANGE ASPECT.

10. With reference to the long range problem, the
Committee was very concerned about supplies for the
immediate future.

11. No leiigthy discussions were held on very long
term policy, such as the situation when peat supplies on
the common become exhausted, and only the period for the
next 10 to 20 years was reviewed.

12. The Committee was informed that most of the
contractors will now be going out of business and it is
clear that there will be an acute shortage of lorries.and
persons willing to operate them during next season.

It may eventually be necessary, though highly
undesirable, for Government to take over all peat haulage
arrangements, but in the meantime. Government should
undertake haulage of its own peat and set an example to
private operators in efficient and up-to-date methods.

13- Unfortunately the Committee was sharply divided
on how best to attain this object.

Mr. Oliver and Mr. Hills were convinced that the
solution lay in the use of light Fordson type four-
wheeled Diesel tractors, with rubber tyres, pulling
light two wheel trailers from bog to house.

They maintained that the cost of these tractors
would be half that of a lorry and the price of Diesel
oil three quarters that of petrol.

The trailers, weighing barely half a ton, would
only bog down under the worst conditions.

If conditions were exceptionally bad then a heavier
wide tracked tractor could haul out the trailers to the
road and the light tractor take them on from there.

Under extreme
would of course be

conditions, as in this year, sledges
us ed.

11|.. Messrs. Livermore, Aldridge and I preferred
the more old. fashioned method of using 2 ton 6 wheel
lorries and. wide tracked tractors and sledges in an 



emergency. This decision was to some extent influenced
"by the opinion of Mr. Jennings that tractor hauled
trailers would bog down as easily as lorries and would.
also ruin the top surface.

For Government use it would be necessary to have
three such lorries and it would be desirable to have
a fourth for hire or sale to private individuals if,
as appeared likely, the majority of the present con­
tractors go out of business.

15* A number of other methods of improving
supplies for the future were discussed and recommen­
dations agreed, upon.

|6. Roads.

A large scale road programme for the peat bogs
was uneconomical but certain minor strategic extensions,
amounting to a few hundred yards in length were very
desirable for facilitating access to productive areas.

17* Bridges and Ditches.
Minor repairs to some of the bridges and

ditch clearing in certain areas would repay the labour
and expense involved.

18. Mechanical Peat Cutting Machinery.

The Committee considered this well worth
investigation and. noted that if it was brought into use,
the common must be surveyed and a redistribution of bogs
carried, out to ensure the most economical operation
and production.

19. Use of Ashes.
The Committee recommended that experiments

be made in dumping ashes on existing tracks, provided
that the public would co-operate in separating bottles
tins and other extraneous matter.

20, Loans to purchase equipment.
The Committee recommended that Government should

make loans to private individuals to purchase lorries and
other mechanical equipment for peat haulage purposes.

21, Horses and Carts.
The Committee considered that the use of

horses and carts was a retrograde step but that in view of
the high capital cost of machinery, assistance should be
given to any person wishing to use this method of peat
haulage.

22. Publicity.
The Committee felt that the public should be

made aware of the present situation. It should be pointed
out that Government does not propose to operate the
peat Haulage business and if the existing contractors
go out of business, co-operative groups should be formed
to bring in their peat.

The public should be advised in future to enter into
firm Witten contracts with haulers which would give
them legal remedies in the event of a breach,



They should also he told that the ex gratia loans
of Colonial Development Corporation tractor and sledges
this year were in the nature of an experiment and if
used in future the cost of hire would he passed on to
the contractor and consumer.

I have the Honour to he,
Your Excellency’s obedient servant,

Chairman, Peat Committee.



BROADCAST NOTICE
Peat Committee,

As a result of representations made at the last
meeting of the Legislative Council His Excellency the
Governor has been pleased to appoint a Committee with
the following terms of reference:-

"To examine the problem of peat supply for the
town of Stanley and to make recommendations as to the
most practical and economical means of assuring this. "

2. The members of the Committee"are
Hon. Colonial Secretary - Chairman
” Agricultural Officer

Supt, Works
Peat Officer
Mr. R. Hills.

Before proceeding to a detailed examination
of the long range aspect of the problem the Committee
wished to satisfy themselves on the question of supplies
for the forthcoming winter.

They therefore met representatives of the peat
haulers on the 3rd of April, 1952, consisting of the
four regular contractors.

These representatives assured the Committee that
they were confident of supplying their regular
customers (and they emphasised the word ’’regular”)
in full by the end of April with the exception of two
people whose bogs were inaccessible owing to the
exceptionally wet weather. These two people have
already been notified.

4. In order to assist the peat Haulers the
Superintendent of Works agreed to provide some temporary
bridges and to stoning some of the worst places on the
tracks.

Colonial Secretary’s Office,
Stanley.

4th April, 1952.



To The Hon. Col. Sec.
From The Agricultural Officer.
Date 17th May, 1952.

Subject: Minutes of Peat Committee.

I would suggest the following alterations to the draft report.
2

At 8f. Is it true that this was loaned:- a Government man
operates it.

"13. I would recommend the omission of the word "a" from kafiaK
before "light" and the addition of "s" to the word
tractor where it first occurs.

" 1i+. I would suggest that the inovation of a sledge and
tract tractor should not be called old fashi&ned.

21. I would like to add that some carts and horses are
necessary as a complement and reserve to lorries
but not necessarily to tractors and trailers and to
recommend that Government should get another cart or
so (rubber tyred) if it embarks on the purchase of

•3. lorries fend>The substitution of say "Fordson Type"
for the word'light.

Agricultural Officer



Decode.
TELEGRAM.rzr—-—

From. I/Ir• Goop .- A j ax .Bay .

ip
7k She Colonial Secretary. 

Despatched: 17th May, 19 52 rime : 0915

Received: 17th May, 19 52 Time : 10J0

Tractor. Pearson driver. You are to provide fuel,
lubricating oil and grease and service minimum once a
week. You indemnify Colonial Development Corporation
against all mechanical breakdowns, repairs, accident to
operatives third party and^roperty. Hire rate will be
£15 per week minimum charge one week. All Jenningfe^
wages will; be charged you and. fuel hire less 2 weeks.
Tractor to be free alongside FITZROY 27th Hay for
loading and delivery Ajax.



GOVERNMENT TELEGRAPH SERVICE.
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In forwarding the peat Committee report
recommend that Y. S. might interview A. 0. and
Mr. Hills and hear their views on tractors and
trailers in more detail, as there is a lot in
their theory and I feel that perhaps I have
been rather too influenced by the exceptional
weather this season-which is my first.

2. Mr. Phillips is also making enquiries
on the tractor/trailer theory.

J. An early decision is required as it is
necessary to place orders for lorries for P.W.D.
road programme.

Lj., For various reasons, which I have
discussed with Y.E.} I ’recommend that the organ­
isation should, not be transferred to Agricultural
Department.
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Supt. of Works.
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COLONIAL DEVELOPMENT ^CORPORATION^

(ENGINEERING) LIMITED
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Mrs. Tom Smith. Mr. g. "IJ^chin.

life. Fry Stewart. Mr. J./Kidd.

Charlie Maddocks. Mr. J. Watson Victory Bar.

Mr. Booth. Mrs. A. McKenzie.

Ship Hotel. Mr. H. Walker. (Painter)

Jock Jennings. Jim Steirart Snr.

Mrs. H, Aldridge. Mrs. S. Bonner.

Marty Biggs. Mrs. E. MpAskill.

Syd. Aldridge. Mrs. W. Mcp-ill.

Mrs. Sam Hennah. Freddy Burns.

Mr. H. L. Bound..

Mr. A. J. Blyth.

Mr. F. Lellman.

Mr. E. F. Lellman.

Mr. W. Harvey.

Mr. Alex Pitaluga.

Bob Ross.



17th dune,

oir,

I am directed to refer to your letter of the 6th June,
195.2.t to state that your application will be considered
fr and when Government embarks on a programme of repairs to
}^eat bracks*

1 i’.r» James Clifton,
dTANLISY«

HTL

1 am,
dir,

1o ur obedient a er vant,

(Sgd) C» Campbell.

GCLvJH AL 3^CRST..RY.



A
Extract from the minutest of a meeting of the Executive

Council held on the 2nd June, 1952,
2. ARISING OUT OF MINUTES,

Supply of Peat to Stanley,
His Excellency said that a useful report had been

submitted by the Peat Committee and directed that it should



P U B L IC NOTICE

Peat Supplies - port Stanley!

On the recommendation of the Peat Committee a number
of relief measures were gratuitously afforded to the peat
haulage contractors in April and May hy the Government and
the Colonial development Corporation*

2» The object was to assist those members of the public
who had been unable to get in their peat for the winter.

3* Unfortunately several of the contractors did not
appear to be willing to take full advantage of the offer of
the tractor and sledges.

It is now understood from a recent news broadcast
thdt at least some of the contractors are not proposing to
haul peat during the corning season unless improvements are
made to the peat tracks.

5- As Government does .not consider that any major
improvements to-these tracks - other than such running
repairs as may be possible - is either prudent or. economical,
the public is advised to make early arrangements for their
future peat supplies. In this connection it is emphasised that,
in the absence of private contractors, Government does not
propose to operate a peat haulage business itself.

6. The Peat Committee has suggested that in the first
instance the public should endeavour to enter into firm
written contracts, carrying legal redress in the event of a
breach, with those contractors who propose to continue
operating and that people who are unable to make -satisfactory
arrangements, should consider forming co-operative groups
with d view to purchasing the necessary transport themselves*
Applications for loans for this purpose would be considered
by Government.

7» In conclusion the public is notified that the free
loan of a tractor and sledges cannot again be made and that
in future the hire costs will be passed on to the contractor
and/or the consumer*

Colonial Secretary’s Office
STANLEY,

1jth June, 1952-

HTL
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The meeting called- by Mr.' Bahries to-consider the
peat position.

Mr. Barnes commenced, by reading out the notice from
Govt, recently broadcast. He then, asked for a
Chairman and Committee to be formed., He was elected
Chairman, Mr. Goss-Secretary and. Mr. Billy Richards
and Mr. Jim (?) Clifton, one of the contractors, were
elected, to the Committee.

Mr. Brechin from the. floor pointed out that it was
the immediate provision of peat that was so urgent.
Suggestions for the ashes to be put on the Common,
on a rock mattress, were all very well but would
this solve the problem for next Spring/

The contractors present saidt hat they had offered
to build tracks in their own time in the winter if
provided with materials and that the Col. Sec. had
told them that a track on to Sappers’ Hill would
be built. The notice broadcast they considered
reversed this promise.

It was pointed out by Mr. Earl Lellman that Govt.
had promised to do running repairs, and it was
suggested by him that Govt, be asked what this
meant. As this might be all that was necessary.

The contractors complained that the front road had
been "dcbne up” for the Empire Day parade but not
for the peat hauling - but were told by Mr. Barnes,
who is a remarkably blunt Chairman, that that was
nothing to do with it.

On the suggestion of Mr. D. R. Watson a resolution was
adopted asking Govt, to give an immediate reply to
a letter t o be forwarded. asking what was to be done to
get peat down next Spring.

Others pointed out that the drains on the Common
were filled in with sods for the lorries to pass
over and that as there were no pipes whole areas
became water-logged.



CK- ^0V^* k^A.
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Mr* Brechin complained about broken down
ex-Army lorries and was pulled up by the
Chairman as for bringing in irrelevant matters*

As I recollect there was nothing else said,
except that Mr* K. Lellman pointed out that the
peat haulers were not consistent as they
had said that' they would haul no more peat this
season and yet some whre still doing it. He
also wanted to know if they meant what they
said when announced that they would do no
'hauling next year. No answer was given.

About 250 were present.



14 John St.

Stanley.

18th June. 1952.

The Honourable,
The Colonial Secretary,
Stanley.

Sir,

Peat Haulage

At a meeting of the general public held oh 17th.
June, it was unanimously agreed that Government be
approached regarding its attitude towards the peat
haulage problem.

I am therefore to ask for a statement of Government’s
intentions in connection with repairs and improvements
to the existing roads and peat tracks.

I am to point out that as peat haulage is due to
commence in three to four months’ time the public
consider the matter to be of extreme urgency and I am
to request that it will receive your earliest
attention.

Yours faithfully,

Hon.1 ^Secretary.





1U82

19th June,

Sir,
I am directed to refer to youx* letter of the IB th

of June, 1952, signed as Honorary secretary*
2. I am to advltse you that, as stated in a

recent- Public notice, Government only proposed to
effect running repuiz*s to the peat- roads and tracks®

3® Such repairs would include levelling'the
roads, stoning the worst ploces ox die cracks v/xth,
perhaps, minor extensions* it is not possible,
however, at this stage to estimate the extent of the
repairs or when they will be carried out®

4« It will however be clear to you that no
substantial' improvement© can result before next season
and I am to suggest that you devote your activities
towards ascertaining the true intentions of the peat -
contractors*

You will be interested to learn that one of
the contractors informed the Feat committee that he
would not continue in business, even if concrete roads
from house to bog existed*

5* Finally I am to refute certain statements which
it is reported were, made by poet contractors at the
recent public meeting to .the effect that the Colonial
Secretary promised that aw peat roads would be built
and that the present contractors would be employed. to
build them*

No such promisee were made and the fact that
they were alleged to have been given at a Peat Committee
meeting, makes it all the easier to refute this state-
ment*

I am,
Sir ,

Your obedient servant,
/

(Sgd) C. Campbell
COLONIAL SECibiTAHY*

Sr?A*^Lii#Y*
W'



Extract from the minutes of a meeting pp the Executive

Council held on the 20th of June, 1952.

3. ^eat Supplies for Stanley. His Excellency
reiterated Government1^ policy setout in the recent
Public Notice regarding running repairs to peat tracks
and the non-participation by Government in the Peat
Hauling business.

As regards the running repairs he stated that
both the Town Council and the Peat Haulers could help
Government in this matter and he directed that represent­
atives of both bodies and Mr. J*S. Barnes should have
further discussions with the Peat Committee.

A programme of work could then be drawn up.

Ag. Clerk Council



F
Ho* 1A32. Colonial secretary*b Office^

Stanley, Elkland islands.

2Jrd «June>9 1952*

Peat supply*

£ I am directed to forward to you for your information
fr*& copy, pf the report submitted by the Peat Coined.- tee*
L|^ 2. stated in a recent Public notice the only

improvements go x^eat tracks which Government proposes.
to‘undertake are such running repairs as may be possible*

3. It is considered that the Town Council* the Peat
Haulers and the public should play their part in assisting
in this work and it is therefore proposed in the near
future to invite you to meet the Peat Comnittee in order
to work out the most satisfactory and economical programme.

TheThe
ur.

Chairman. Town Council.Representative, Peat Haulers,
J.S. Barnes,
Stanley.

I am*
Sir,

Your obedient servant,
(Sgd) J'E' Briscoe*

ACTING COLONIAL SECRETARY*



14 John Street,
Stanley.
21 fit June, 1952.

The Honourable,
The Colonial Secretary,
STANLEY.

Sir,

peat Haulage.

I am directed by the Public Peat Haulage Committee

to ask if you would be good enough to provide us with

a copy of the recommendations of the Committee which

recently sat under your Chairmanship on the peat

haulage problem.

At the same time I am to ask if it would be permis­

sible to publish these recommendations at our next

General Meeting.



J.
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26th June* 52,,

Sir,

I am
1952 and
ISMS?*

2. There is no objection to making the contents of* the
report known at the next General Meeting providing it is
made clear that the report constitutes the recommendations
of* the Peat Committee and not an expression of* Government’s
policy.

directed to refer to your letter of the^gjst June,
to forward herewith a copy of the'

I am,
Sir,

Your obedient servant,.

(Sgd) J.E. Briscee,

ACTING COLONIAL SECRETARY.

H.V. Goss, Esq,,
Hon, Sec, Public Peat- Haulage Committee,

STANLEY.

HTL
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R4?0RT OP? PINDIBQ3 pp Pfl/lT aUB-OOM^.ITTBB FOR REP. BACK TO 00' .-ij PROPER..
—t... i.,. ..

Ambers of the sub-comittoe consisting of
Officers & Messrs Barnes,Summers & Clifton visited the common on th® after­
noon of Monday 30/6/ & made a comprehensive survey of the whole area South
of a line from Biggs’ Dairy to surf -^ay* The appended report is the
unanimous opinion of the above committee after careful deliberation &
consideration of the minimum and urgent amount of work required to be don®
to facilitate peat cartage next Spring#

In view of the close proximity of Spring, the sub-co< inittee urge the
necessity for immediate action#
DAIRY PADDOCK ROAD#
Proposed to lay trucks of stone mattress? to be hovered with ashes at
later date, one of 170 yds. running west & the other of approximately 70
yds# running South# This ^section would also necessitate the inclusion
of three culverts (sections of old tireless Mast) for drainage purposes#

It is open to doubt whether or not sufficient stone for these roads
can be collected locally,(on adjoining bog) , if not then cartage from
^lisa Cove would prove rather expensive#
KIEL CANAL#

The situation here was considered to be not as serious & it was agreed
that the clearance of three ditches, &tho insertion of three culverts
similar to those aforementioned, with some patchwork of rock & ashes
would meet the needs of this particular site#
:>VRF BAY ROAD#
Here again it appeared necessary for the laying of stone track to the

oxtont of approximately 130 yds# with the inclusion of a more or less
pannament bridge over the stream, this (the bridge) could be constructed
vainly of U.S# laateriullaylng in Government .ockyard#
■ILKA C0V3 ROAD#
The ditches here bordering the road would appear to have been, blocked

q* persons unknown in order to malto fresh "run ins" and to remedy matters
I vre it would be necessary to fill in a minor ditch (not functioning),
iMsert tv/o culverts, & clear existing culverts to drain water to opposite
side of road# Approximately fifty yds of stone track punning eastward in
direction of Race Course ?ond would meet the needs of this section#

0TH8R aBaOMMi^NDATIONS OF TOB SUB-OOMttITTBE ARE:-
(l)a That the Common gate at Biggs’ Dairy should be moved further to th®

South, & that the construction of a " Passa.v Libre" here with proper
irainage would’lcill two birds with one stone’ i#e# Relieve the mucky
situation now prevailing at the gate & reduce the chances of cattle
straying into the Town#

(^.That on a long term policy, where permament tracks are used from
existing hard roads to the bog, that the$e should have two orsjore spits of peat turf cut out (could be used for boiler .fuel) &
laid down first with tins or bottles and'then covered with ashes#

;7ith regard to this, as with ashes for "Binding" in stone roads,
it would be necessary to obtain co-operation of th® Public in keeping
general refuse ceperate fron ashes, & also of the Town Council in
carting & spreading some on roads# It was agreed that roads constructed
in this manner with additional consolidation of a light roller & some
drainage points, would meet the requirements of peat haulage for a long
time to come#

(>)< It was noted that some person or persons unknown, are using th®
Cordon for unrestricted dumping of unwanted material, and that some
steps should be taken to stop this# This does not refer to refuse
dumped in a spot as Elisa Govo lest March, as an experiment over u
bed patch of road, and on which the Committee bases some of its find-.
-Ings re ashes as a consolidating agent# j.-





(NO.
is requested .

tnV in any refer­
ence to this memo­
randum the above
number and the
date may be quoted.

17 th.July, 19 52.

The Honourable,

Fror^Z Q The Col. Sec.

Stanley, Falkland Islands. Stanley,.

1.

2.

3.
4.

Subject

I have the honour to report on results of Peat sub-committees

investigations and. recommend, that the following work is necessary

to put Peat roads in a minimum state of repair for next Spring’s

haulage.

Approximately 420 yds of stone mattress road to he laid.

Insertion of 8 culverts.

Construction of 1 permanent bridge.

Clearance of approximately 75 yds. of drainage ditches.

It is difficult to estimate cost on account of assessing the

amount of stone that can he obtained in the vicinity of the

various places where it is required. But a rough estimate for

the whole is between £600 and £700.

P.W.D. Navvy gang ( at present reduced to three) could probably

manage the bridge as a part-time job between more urgent duties,

but could not tackle the above programme with any hopes of

achieving it by Spring.

The only alternative is td> put it out to tender, and if this is

done, it will have to be done immediately, as the labour in the

town now available for this purpose will be eaten up with Spring

peat cutting.



1°
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Stanley

28th July, 1952

The Honourable,
The Colonial Secretary,
Stanley.

Sir,

With reference to the recommendations Of the sub-committee

appointed, to advise Government on the question of peat bog

tracks, I should be grateful to learn what steps Government

proposes to take towards the improvement of the existing

tracks, and., if possible, an indication when work is likely

to commence.

I am being repeatedly asked by lorrymen and consumers

alike what is to be done, but apart from repeating the

reaommendatians of the sub-committee - of which I was a

member - there is little I can tell them.

The importance of making a start quickly appears to ba

foremost in their thoughts, for in little more than a tnonti-------

from now hauling is usually started and, in view of the small

amount of peat.in many consumers’ sheds, an early start this

year is essential. 1

I would, therefore, be extremely grateful for any

additional information on this subject that you can give rt"

Yours faithfully,
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Copy to 0. i. c. P. W.D.

31st July, 52

Sir,

HO- In reply to your letter of the 28th of July,
1952, I am directed to inform you that arising
from the recommendations of the sub-committee
the following work is to be undertaken:-

a* Approximately 420 y^rds of stone mattress
road to be laid.

o. (3 culver us to be xnsur ted.

c. *l permanent bx*idge to be constx^ucted.

Approximately 75 yards of drainage
ditches to be cleared.

. 2. It is hoped to put this work in hand slmosk
immediately.

0. i/c. . pB n
Above.for your information. Cur

conversation when I gave authority fo
above work to be put out to contract

■ry confirmed.
""S’ Barnes, z. ..a - DSTANLEY. (U-WJ tffiL.li-

0. S.

j. ©m,
telephone .„ Your obedient servant.r t»ne *

(Sgd) J.'E. Briscoe

ACTING COLONIA. Sp.CiUTARY.



PUBLIC NOTICE

Tenders are invited for the laying of stone mattress roads and ditch

construction and clearance, including insertion of culverts to the

peat road: situate at Dairy Paddock - Kiel Canal - Surf Bay & Eliza Cove

Particulars and specifications can be obtained on application to Public

Works Office.

Tenders endorsed " Peat Roads " should reach the S/W’s Office ,

P. W. D., not later than Friday, August, 8th.

Government does net bind itself to accept the lowest or any Tender.



fold °VER TOP
t



MEMORANDUM.NO.

19 52

FrQinZ....Q...Vft.-.PuSii.e....w.Q.rKs.

Stanley-Stanley, Falkland Islands.

23rd......October

..Thejonpurable,.’ 

.The... Ac t..... Op 1. Se c

that, in any refer­
ence to this memo- *
randum the above
number and the
date may be quoted.

Subject
I have the honour to report on the completion of ’Peat

Roads’ construction as carried out by J. Clifton, based on my
, 7< ■'
f Of report of 17/6/’ 52.
V I ------—

The amount of work carried out is somewhat in excess of the

original estimate, as I used my discretion against " spoiling the

ship for a hap’orth of Tar".

The original rough estimate called for 420 yds. stone

mattress - 8 culverts - 75 yds. ditching, whereas the actual was

finally 463 yds. stone mattress -16 culverts - 536 yds. ditching,

allocated as follows.

ROADS. CULVERTS. DITCHES. COST. £. 8« d.

Dairy paddock. 235 yd. 4 131 yd. 474 - 9

Surf Bay. 114 " 2 47 " 229 15 9

Eliza Cove. 101 " 8 536 " 209 5 3

Kiel Canal. 13 " 4 161 30 8 3

lg Q n S
£943 - 10 - I

The dismantling & delivery of culverts to site together with
the construction of the bridge at Surf Bay were carried out by
P. W. D. at an additional cost of £81 - 10 - 9d bringing Jrhe total
cost of the project to £1,025.



Extract from Minute by h. e. the Governor to Hon. /
Col. oec. oi 1 9/5/53.

(Original filed in 0284/VI/34-41 - Estimates 1953/54).
Expenditure.

XV (11)(12) I think we could; economise to some extent
by introducing Kayburn ranges and slow-combustion
grates (as in S/F’s house - same type; what is
it?) in all Govt, quarters and give the housewife
a much-needed break at the same time. Did we
get by with the supply last year? We were in
difficulties when I left. What was the final
decision regarding peat hauling, vehicles and may
I see...the reports olt“Che 'BUialT^automatic peat­
cutting plant? Young is I believe investing in
one for the Company and is toying with the idea
of briquetting I believe.



The Town Council of Stanley

[Telephone .117]

The Honourable,
The Colonial Secretary,
Stanley.

(CONSTITUTED 19 47)

Town Council Office,
Town Hall,

Stanley,

j6 th June ] 

Sir,

It has been suggested to the Town
Council that it would be possible to utilise
ashes to make tracks to the peat-bogs. The
Chairman recently held a meeting with the
lorry-drivers interested, and found the majority
strongly in favour of the idea, and it is
hoped to commence an experimental track shortly.

I am directed therefore to inform you
that Council will be grateful for any advice or
suggestions that Government may have to offer in
the matter.

I am, Sir,
Your obedient servant,

Town Clerk.



w
y AU^ot' 4 & ■‘'Z'-edia at. .-w-cd-

($t-O Cb- ,QVk—^*<--6,,*^‘ f .
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26th June, 54*

Sir,
I am directed to refer to l^ter, ol the

16th of June, 1954, on the question of ash-tracks
to the peat-bogs, and. to inform you that the
Superintendent of works, who is a member of your
Council, will be pleased to give you his advice
on the subject, if required*

I am,
Sir;

Your obedient servant,

(Sgd) C. Campbell

COLONIAL SECRETARY

'he Town Clerk,
Stanley Town Council,

STANLEY.



Scc-’l'fc
-7g

The Honourable*

The Colonial Secretary*.
Stanley.

July 14th.195^*

Sir*

Aj a meeting of the Town Council held on Monday*July

12th. 1954. it was decided to commence work on ash

tracks to the peat-bogs.

Ihave been directed to make enquiries regarding the

possibility of Government assisting the Council* either

financially*or with materials for building bridges over 

ditches.

I am*

Sir,

Your obedient servant,
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26th July, 54.

Sir,

I aui directed to refer to your letter of the
14th of July, 1954, and to state that Government
will assist your peat track construction by the
provision,where possible, of bridging materials.

The Town Clerk,
Stanley Town Council,

STANLLY.

I. am,
Sir,

Your obedient servant,

(Sgd) Co Campbell

COLONIAL SECRETARY.

CC/VP Copy to Ag. Superintendent of Works,



1W

ID;

onxnittee.

./Spfce.-oer,

?romi The colonial ^ccrotorv.
** F

fpo: t^an&ers of jtoauia# ^inenee

Loans to /urchuoe..

You will recall tiwu Sat*!*0*
ttic >us.i. CaGSilli>?C€i lii 7^v T* <r inalvliiunls to
would u^neider saMs^ louas * rthincx-sr. ;>t»
suable them to ourc^ae s®at ioLl
th© objects oi' this psllefl and
CCi^tl'aC^0Xi4> XO X4lu A„ .J
unreliable lorries and *

.-. _ « -.<•■ •■•f’-jii' I'oCClvOii auOoyew^xit for io&a oi £©50 tofrom a fc-eat luaulln^ psrtfifcWMp
purchase two new lovri^3*

i •*««>#>* thia iosai wito iLttoX^at JTt la pwpoae^ to ^rca tue Joint colonial r
®t . vthe x^to lorrios woulo cou^tltute. .

IS?to awreirenBlvelj influx^
eecuritj mid tbe^ will *^* T-. -

3- The e»ly wrl^^1 u^^vul ®f meters to tMs
loan ic i.uVi. Lod*

(S«3i) Co Campbell
OOx-OBlAL 3. -C :3TA2Y«

r^/TP



Stanley,
7 tn Fen 1956.

Sir,

It is with concern I hring to the notice of the
Government the serious condition of the Peat Bog tracks,

Aggravated hy had weajrher, it is almost impossible for
many People to get their Peat.

I would like to mention that heaps of valuable material
such as soil and clay could be deposited in more useful places
than outside the Common Fence.

I also suggest a Committee be selected to go into this
matter Scientifically,with a view to immediate- and long
term Policy.

I am,Sir,

Your Obedient Servant.

To Hon Colonial Secretary

Stanley.



Hon C.S. ■
Surplus material from main road excavation can only

be made available at site - and can be loaded into lorries
by my Chaseside hi-lift excavator, when not engaged at the
quarry for loading broken stone.
2. I have no available transport to take the material
outside the town boundaries - other than en route to the
quarry■ at -1 he - St one Run.

------------------ 3~. The P.W.D are at present using my new lorries
on peat transport. The old "Thames" lorries which they
have loaned me in lieu cannot stand up to earth and
stone haulage and, when not under repair, are mainly
used to transport workmen, drums of diesel, cement &
shuttering^ peat for the Labour gang etc.
4. Passed to Supt P.W.D. with whom I have discussed.

14.2.56

... '£1 tj: •



Hoi1 C.S.
In framing my estimates of constructional costs, which

is the basis on which funds will presumably be provided, no
allowance was made for the employment of hired lorries or
private contractors to remove the surplus spoil. If it is
desired to employ this method presumably a fair transport
cost would be one shilling pe± ton-mile plus 50% for
overheads (depreciation) and contractor’s profit and it would
be necessary to increase the Road Vote to meet this charge.
2. It is intended to use surplus material (a) on the access
road to the Filtrtation Plant & Pumphouse and (b) if practicable
on widening Ross Road West to provide a side-walk in front of
Sulivan House...both of which operations being done as a return
pay-load on the transport of road metal from the quarry and (c)
for the necessary filling for Crozier Place. The F.I.C will
arrange the necessary transport at their cost.
3* It could well be that whenJohn Street for example is
widened to provide a proper pavement (sidewalk) surplus material
from the existing South Side verge will be available for disposal
and I suggest that consideration of its destination be deferred
until it is known what amount, not required for filling in
widening the Town Roads, is likely to have to be moved outside Towr
Meanwhile as stated previoualv the odd lorryful can be ~

.avaW^le at site^ qf d









O’lfc-HBBOOB) OF ISBTIfe, Wife PSAT HAt!LBB3 oh gist MABCH, 19V & ® '

. His. Honour with the Acting Colonial Secretary and Civil
Engineer (The Superintendent of Works being absent in Camp)
saw Messrs. Goodwin, Summers and Hawkins on Wednesday 21st
March and discussed the peat track situation, as suggested bv
Messrs. Hardy and Greece. "

2. It transpired that Hawkins was the only public
contractor or the three. Summers owned a lorry but had no
customers. Goodwin likewise had no customers and was only
worried about the transport of his own peat.

5* All lorrymen agreed that all that was necessary
for this season was a few bridges and a few loads of road
rubble in the worst places.

h. His Honour informed them that surplus metal etc.
from the roads could be made available and would be loaded
on private lorries free of charge - old timber ex Public
jetty was also available free of charge for bridging.

5. The haulers appeared to be luke warm to the
suggestion that they might do something to help themselves if
materials were provided by Government. They however intimated
that they did not feel justified in undertaking the transport
of materials which in the end would benefit contractors who
were not prepared to assist.

6. His Honour said he would have the Superintendent of
works survey the tracks on his return from Camp but was not
prepared to promise Government assistance beyond that indicated
in paragraph b above - for the present.

RECORD OF MEETING - HIS HONOUR, ACTING COLONIAL SECRETARY
AM) SUPERINTENDENT OF WORKS ON 22 nd .MARCH, 1956.

After discussion it was agreed that Government should bridge or
culvert the few necessary ditches and dump road rubble in the
worst spots.



has come to notice of Government that as a result
ox the continued wet weather certain members of the public
ar< unable to have sufficient peat transported from their
bogs to tiae them over the winter.

In the circumstances it has been decided that consideration
will be given this season to the use of Public Works Department
lorries on a repayment basis in cases where evidence is

produced that private contractors are unable to transport a
sufficient supply.

Further details may be had on application to the
Superintendent of Works, public '.forks Department.

Colonial Secretary’s Office,
Stanley., Falkland Islands.

12th April, 1956.

JB/EF





Extract from the Minutes of a joint Meeting of

Executive and Legislative Councils

held 21st April, 1956.

8• Roads to Peat Bogs*

It was agreed that a committee should be formed with the

following terms of reference "To advise Government as to what
responsibility Government should undertake in respect of Peat

Tracks". The Committee to be composed of the Hon. Mr. A. G.
Barton (Chairman), the Hon. Mr. M. G. Greece and Mr* J. Bound.

Acting Clerk of Councils



1Z.|32

27th April,

Sii'F

.'.kOCQS GO ». Gat <^0^6*

I era directed to refer to the Joint Meeting of
the Executive a.xl Legislative Councils held on 2let
April, 1956* st which it was agx*eed that a Committee
should be formed to advise Government as to what
responsibility Government should undertake in respect
of peat tracks* X am now to confirm that Hie Excellency
hoe been pleased to appoint you to be Chairman of th®
Committee with Messrs. M*G* Greece am J# iiounu as
K; etubc a*u> 4

I ara,
irs

Your obedient servant,

(Sgd) J< Bound
ACTim COLQKIAL SECRETARY.

The Hon* Mr* A«G« Barton, C» B« E* ? <T»P»,
STANLEY.



27th April, 56

ir,

I arc* directed to refer to the Joint -eeting of
the Executive am Legislative councils held on 21st
April, 1 ?/56, ®t which xt vyaa agreed that u Committee
timer the chairmanship of the Honourable ?zr. a.. CK
Barton, (LB.?-, J#P*> should be formed to advise
Government ae to what res< onsibility Government should
undertake in respect of peat tracks* I am now to
confirm that Hi© JSxoellency has been pleased to
Gppoi.nl you to be & ?.’c:.;bex* of the Committee, the
other .veraber being J* Bound*

I atn,
Sir,

Tour obedient servant,

(Sgd) J* Bound

ACTING COLON IM- SECNKT/i

The Honourable
Mr* M*G# Creeee, J<P.,

3TA.* - L H.Y

JB/Vl

Gppoi.nl


df .April,

I am directed to refer to the Joint Meeting of
the Executive and Legislative Councils held on 21 et
April, i?>6§ at which it sms agreed that a Committee
under the chairmanship of the Honourable >'*r< A»Gt
Barto-C* B*E», should fee formed to advise
Government as io what responsibility Government should
undei’ttaho in x^speot of peat tracMtu I am now to
eonflrm that His excellency hoe been pleosca to
appoint you to be a member of the committee^ the other
Hember being the Honourable Mr* H.G. Cicecc, J»P.

ar. •

Your obedient serve nt >

Bound, E8£», J.P*>
swn^Y*



I
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9 th May,

Sinoxa 9

I am directed to refer to E® letter 4Io. 11^82
of 27th Aprf.1, 1956, and to inform you that His
Excellency has been pleased to appoint

L»Gleadeli as a Member of the peat Tracks
Committee vice Mr. j. Bound.

I am,
Sir,

Your obedient servant,

Art COLONIAL SECRETARY.

The Honourable
Mr. A. G. Barton, 0. B. E. , J. p

STANLEY. * *

DRM/VM
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9th May,

97
56.

Sir,

I am directed to ini’orm you that His Excellency has
been pleased to appoint you, vice Mr. J. Bound, to be
a Member of a committee under the chairmanship of the
Honourable Mr. A. G. Barton, C.B.E., J. P., which has
been formed to advise Government as to what respon-
sibility Government should undertake in respect of
peat tracks. The other Member of the committee is the
Honourable Mr. M.G. Greece.

DRM/VM

L. C. Gleadell
STANLEY.

I am,
Sir,

Your obedient servant,
,, . -x * J^&X^wnson
( S gQ ) «—rremzeii-^r n Ch*. - L °
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Stanley,
Falkland Islands,

10th July, 1956.

Sir,
Cj/ Inaccordance with Minute No. 8 of the^Cpmbined Executive

and Legislative’ITouhcil'Meetirig held in Stanley on the 21st
April, 1956 the following persons were appointed to form a
Committee "to advise Government as to what responsibility
Government should take in respect of Peat Tracks".

Mr. A. G. Barton, Chairman.
Mr. M. G. Greece,
Mr. J. Bound.

Shortly afterwards Mr.Bound left the Colony as a
member of the Bisley team and Mr.L.Gleadell was co-opted in

” his place.
2. The Committee, accompanied by Peat Officers, past

and present, and the principal Peat Haulage contractors,
surveyed on 23rd May the area bounded by Sappers Hill Road -
Mile Pond - and the offshoot of Dairy paddock Road leading
to "Dixie" Banks. Also, on 25th May, the peat deposits
lying between Surf Bay Road and Eliza Cove Road.

On the 3rd July the Committee surveyed the area
lying beyond the end of "Kiel Canal", an offshoot of Surf
Bay Road passing close by Government Wireless Station.

3. The Committee’s reeommendations are attached herewith.
Owing to the communal nature of the Peat Blanks it must be
Government’s responsibility to improve the tracks at the
expense of' public funds. Stanley rate payers could not
justifiably complain if an increase in Rates reduced the
worries of ensuring their fuel supplies, but -the major cost
of making tracks must fall on the general taxpayer.

The regular Peat Haulers should be asked to tender,
> on a non-profit basis, for extending tracks which will
? benefit them more than anyone else.

Ash contractors (who may also be Peat Haulers) must
dump ashes on the newly laid tracks and it should be made an
offence to put tins and bottles in an ash-can.

Excavated soil and clay from Stanley building or
road-making operations must be made available to contractors.

A start should be made at once.

The Honourable
The Colonial Secretary,

Stanley.

We are,
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OBSERVATIONS ANN RECOMMENDATIONS OR PEAT COMMITTEE - JULY 1956.

1. Existing ’tracks’ are in the right direction, and the
further they are extended, the more hanks will he served.
The present system of laying a mattress of large stone and
filling the interstices with clay and ashes is adequate.
Consolidation, before and after filling, hy Government Road
Roller would he helpful.

2. SURF BAY. The extension which would serve most Banks
is to continue the one leading off the South side of Surf
Bay Road at the foot of the slight hill heyond the "leading
marks". To serve any useful purpose at all this must he
continued right across the wet flat into the vicinity of a
clump of gorse known as "Furze Bush", 500/550 yards distant.
Here the ground is hard and lorries can reach the road-end
from various directions. A minor track might he laid to
the South East of this point.

J. ELIZA COVE. The short ’track’ to the East of the road
about two miles distant from Stanley is scarcely used at
present for the following reason -

When the area which it is supposed to serve is accessible
to lorries, the level ground beyond and on each side of the
’track’ is also accessible, therefore the ’track’ should
start afresh, much nearer the peat banks, at a point some
25O/3OO yards from where it ends at present, and continue
for 600 yards cincling to the North of peat areas.then
bearing to an Easterly direction.

U. WEST OF STANLEY. Th® Dairy Paddock Branch Road should
be extended from where it now ends at "Dixie Banks" mainly
in a South and South-westerly direction curving North
towards the Water Tank.

5. KIEL CANAL. In a normal season the nature of the turf
beyonfi the end of the ’track’ should permit lorries to work
this area freely. An extension of 200 yards to the top of
the ridge overlooking South Shore would be helpful.

EXCAVATING. The Committee took note that the depth of
peat in seemingly impassable areas for lorries was often no

greater than 20 inches at which level rock was encountered.
A valuable experiment might be made by

the Cuthbertson Drainage Machine, now in Stanley, towing its
plough set at 16/18 inches deep, and turning out a furrow
which could then be cut laterally by hand into workable strips
and removed bodily by the Rohr Peat Loader which would itself
be working on a solid rock base.

Careful sounding and pegging out of the
'track’ to be excavated is a first essential, but if successful

/the
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the cost would only he a fraction of the expense involved
in transporting rocks with which to make a track over
shallow peat.

The result would he a shallow ravine and
surface water must he drained from it wherever there was
enough natural ’fall* in the ground. Water is no deterrent
to lorries travelling slowly provided the bottom is hard.
The sides of the ravine would naturally dry up and shrink
in course of time.





23rd July,

Sir,

I am directed to inform you that Government has under consideration
the possibility of extending and improving ’the tracks leading to the peat
banks in the vicinity of Stanley. Certain recomnendations have been made
by the Comnittee appointed by His liacellcncy the Governor, and it would be
appreciated if you would attend a meeting to be held in this office at
4 p»m. on Wednesday, 25th July, for the purpose of discussing the report
of the Contaittee.

If you axe unable to attend at this time, I should be grateful if you
would inform me by telephone.

I am, Sir,
Your obedient servant,

ACTING COLONIAL Si-mCTAia.

Goodwin, Esq<
STANLEY.
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23rd July, 56

Sir,

I an directed to inform you that Government has under consideration
the possibility of extending and improving the tracks leading to the peat
banks in the vicinity of Stanley* Certain recommendations have been made
by the Committee appointed by His Excellency the Governor, and it would be
appreciated if you would attend a meeting to be held in this office at
4 p*m* on Wednesday, 25th July, for the xourpose of discussing the report
of the Committee*

If you are unable to attend at this time, I should be grateful if y^
would inform me by telephone*

I am, Sir,
Your obedient servant,

ACTING COLONIAL SECRETARY.

W* Flowers, Esq*,
STANLEY*
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23rd July,

Sir,

I am directed to inform you that Govsrrsaent has, under consideration,
the possibility of extending and improving the tracks leading to the peat
banks in the vicinity of Stahley, Certain recommendations have been made
by the Committee appointed by His Excellency the Governor, and it would be
appreciated if you would attend a meeting to be held in this office at
4 p.m« on Wednesday, 25th July, for the purpose of discussing the report
of the Corrmittee.

If you are unable to attend at this time, I should be grateful if you
would inform me by telephone.

X am, Sir,
Your obedient servant,

ACTING COLONIAL SECKETA1X

56.

H. Clifton, ESI*
STAN1EI.
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23rd JuJy, 56

Sir,

I am directed to inform you that Govemnent has under consideration the
possibility of extending and improving the tracks leading to the peat banks
in the vicinity of Stanley# Certain recomendat  ions have been made by the
Cosmittee appointed by His Excellency the Governor, and it would be
appreciated if you would attend a meeting to be held in tills office at
4 p.nu on Wednesday, 25th July, for the purpose of discussing the report
of the Committee#

If you are unable to attend at this time, I should be grateful if you
would inform me by telephone#

I am , sir
Xour obedient servant,

ACTING- COWNIAL SECBETAl^
J#E# Clifton, Esq<
STA-sWT#



23rd July, 56

Sir,

I am directed to inform you that Government has under consideration the
possibility of extending and improving the trades leading to the peat banks
in the vicinity of Stanley. Certain reconwendat ions have been made by the
Committee appointed by His Excellency the Governor, and it would be
appreciated if you would attend a meeting to be held in this office at
4 p#m# on Wednesday, 25th July, for the purpose of discussing the report
of the Cossmittee#

If you are unable to attend at this tin©, I should be grateful if you
would infora me by telephone#

I am , sir
Your obedient servant,

J#E# Clifton, EM*
STANLEY.

ACTING COLONIAL SECRETARY



28th July

Sir

J an directed to inf ora you that r suiting from
a nubile meeting held in the Town Hall son© months
when residents of Stanley discussed ways and means of
irryrrytHng the tracks leading to the peat banks, Ills Excellency
the Governor appointed a committee to consider the mtter.

Ths Comittee, consisting of the Honourable Mr.
/_• G* Barton, C.B.B, J.P., the Honourable Mr* H* G« Greece,
J.P., and Mr. L* Gleadell, has now reported, and copy of
the? r recommendations are enclosed.

A meeting of the Oocsrittoe together with three of
the full-time peat haulers and representatives of Government
wi\s held on the 25 th July t o discuss the rocom’-endations.
The peat haulers were - asked whether they would tender on a
non .rofit basis for extending the present tracks but taey
deoilne3/To,’dS "so on the grounds that one ran would probably
woz'k harder t. san another and yet still be paid at the sane
rate. The haulers were of the opinion that it would be
advisable to under-take the work on a straif^t contract basis.

As regards tho extension of the pyesexxt iwds it
wis agreed that priority should be given to that I'oad
leading to the peat banks at Surf Bay, a distance exf* betvTcen
700 - 800 yards. The peat haulers emphasised that in order
to obtain my benefit during th® forthcoming peat season
repairs- should be undertaken with a ninimuri of delay.

Government is prepared to raeet a portion of the
cost, of extending the roads to Surf Bey this year provided
Town Council will make a oniribution towards the cost which
it is estimated vdll be in the region of £2>000 or. raore.

I am to enquire, tliercfoi^e, whether the Town Council.
v.ould he pzvpered to increase th© present rates in Stanley by

9 the revenue derived therefrom being paid to Govcxn:.iont
as ’the Town Council's contribution this year a : In mking this
request it must be pointed out that the benefits derived f ram
extended peat tracks will fall to tlie rate payers in Stanley
and no one else.

/If the ®

Town. Clerk.

non_.ro


7

28*7.56.

If the Toro Council agrees to this proposal it i;
intended that the tracks leading to the Dixie barks area will
be repaired next year with those leading to the Kiel bank area
being repaired the following year. ‘ Govemrsent Y<ould, of
course, expect a contribution amounting. to 3/~d* rate towards
the c ost of the repairs undertaken in 1957 and 1958.

For your information, it is proposed to lay
stone mattress one foot in. thickness, with sand or peat
mould filling, nine feet wide* Once the extension has been
laid the maintenance of the track wauld be the responsibility
of the Toto Council.

I have the lionour to be, 0:
Tow obedient servant

AC231IG COLds lMj



The Honourable,

'■■■■ STANLEY TOWN COUNCIL,

’1 JUL 1956 i FALKLAND ISLANDS.
^UND .30th. July.,. ........

The Colonial Secretary,

ID)

.19.56.

Stanley,

Sir,
I am directed to refer to your letter No, 11+82 dated

28th July, 1056 enclosing the report -and recommendations
of the Committee appointed to consider the responsibility
of Government in the matter of tracks to the peat banks.

Council do not feel inclined to support the construction
of extensions to the tracks to the peat banks at the present
time for the following reasons:

1. The decision that extension of tracks should be
undertaken is the result of ’panic’ following a
very bad season as regards weather.

2. The majority of lorries are very out-of-date and
incapable|of carrying out;in anything but the most
favourable conditions, the contracts they have undertaken,

3. Individual haulers found it more to their advantage
to undertake private haulage work at greater financial
gain thus failing in their obligations to their normal
clients and putting a greater burden on the more
responsible haulage contractors.

Regarding the second point the success of Government in
hauling peat last season with modern vehicles in the hands
of experienced drivers is brought to your attention. The succes
being achieved under the most adverse conditions.

In consequence of the above Council do not feel that any
\ increase in the Rates can be justified.

I am,



r

31 JUL 1956 £!
. rA^Z

STANLEY,
31st July, 1956.

10 3-

Sir,
PEAT TRACKS.

I enclose a letter dated today which has been received
\ lb. —--------

from Mr. James Clifton regarding the proposed tracks to

peat bogs

advised him that you are dealing with theI have

matter

I am

Sir

kuQ for the PEAT TRACKS COMMITTEEA

your obedient servant,

^Honourable
’'M Colonial Secretary,

Stanley.



I io.

ioo|



4

>



TEA.CK3 TO F ' J? ECGS.
ink

Meeting held -with Peat Haulers on Wednesdayj 25th July 1956

Present: His Honour the Officer Administering
the Government • Chairman
The Hon. Acting Colonial Secretary.
The Hon. Mr. A. G. Barton, C.B.E, J.P.
The Hon. Mr. M. Greece, J.P.
Mr. ft. Gleadell.
Hr. J. Clifton : Peat Hauler
Mr. H. Clifton : « «
Mr. ’J. Flowers : “ 11

After explaining the recommendations of the Committee
appointed by His Excellency the Governor to consider the question
of improving the tracks to the peat bogs, the Chairman pointed out
to the peat haulers that the proposed improvements to the tracks
across the peat bogs would be a great advantage to themselves and
they were asked if they would be willing to do the work on a non­
profit basis. The haulage men felt that this was not the cheapest
and quickest way of dealing with the situation, apart from the
fact that one man wuldprobably work harder than another and yet
still get paid for the same job. They were of the opinion that
the work would best be done on a contract basis, and all agreed
that, should it be decided to put the work out on contract, they
would tender reasonable prices. £2. per running yard was the
amount charged for* a similar job of work done two or three years
ago. All agreed that it was essential to improve the tracks and
the work should be done ovsr a period of two or three years.

The most important area which should have priority, it
was suggested, was Surf Bay, as not only was this the worst track,
but it served a very large number of houses in Stanley. Daily
Paddock area (Dixie) was also mentioned to be in great need of a
road. It was then asked if it would be best to do half of the
Surf Bay track and half of the Daily Paddock track, but this was
not thought to be a good idea as for one thing the road ought to
be loft off in a hard place, and also it vould be better to get
one road completed rather than have two unfinished projects on
hand.

It was therefore decided that, should the work be put
out on contract, tha.t the 500 - 600 yard stretch across the flat
in the Surf Bay area vould have first priority, and that the Dairy-
Paddock area should be the next on the list for the following year.
It was agreed also that the branch track south east of Surf Bay,
a distance of approjd.ms.tely 200 yards, should be completed this
year if possible.

The general feeling of the meeting v/as tha.t the roads
should have a stone mattress, filling up with sand and perhaps
peat mould. Ashes v/ere rejected as although they were a good
top dressing, it could not be relied upon that the ash diums
contained only ashes; mast drums contained bottles and cans as
well as ash.

The road should be a foot deep and nine feet wide. The
length of the Surf Ba^r roads would be approximately 7CC/8OO yards,
including the eirtension, and wuld take approximately 1^0 - 45 days
to coioplete. There should be at least ore passing point in the middle

It was thought to be mther late in the season for load
making and th?t if it vzas to be done this year, an early start was
essential.

The Meeting adjourned^



At an informal discussion between His Honour the
Officer —dministoring the Government, the Honourable Acting
Colonial 3eor ,tary, the Hon., Hr* A. G* Barton and the Hon,
Mr* K. Greece, it was agreed that a start would be made this
year on the Surf Bay tracks, subject to the provision of
funds by Standing finance Committee. A meeting of Standin
Finance Committee was called later in the evening.



W A M1W1W M»’IK this op m ogwoal i-^cmARr
££? 2jth i§56»

Present:- uhe Iionour®ble th® . Anting Colonial -xxxret
The Honourable Mr# M»G# Greece, J.F®
She Hw?twsble H.C# HrrMn^, J#P»
Os® honour nble Mr# Gilxuth, <X«*’ •♦

•The OliRirsim informed neffoero itet. the-Meeting hrd been
called to disousw the position with regard to the extension
xn& construction of iwds to the peat b^ks®

2< i>ixoy l><nk 'i:o?.d‘
3® Kliaa Cove. &0®4
4* Kiel.’ Ctnal ’?.‘oed«

Over r J’yt«r period w eatiR^teil rlv t the cost of
such, wrk ■would ftwunt to

Q?ho Co'/'it tso of the t>; inim r' iee odlleoted
by the Toro, Council ^ioald be incr^.'MBad by 1/- .Crex-; 5/9'1 to
V9d a® a coxxtx’llj'Utim ;.ta?/r:rdv3 the oofit .of the roads# It was
estiiaoted tbidr the inozx?j.£je would yield scaas ^1,5^0 over the
3 ye!>rn period iwrJ^g Gwerrwat to yieet the of

Th® Ooc?/?ittec were of t5>e ojpiaion that t-lic Tew Cowioil
©Ixjeld be held res;ion3J.ble for tlie aeinteaaanoe the reads nftir
couplet ion.

secret ?iry
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J’.th AUJLUXt

Sir,

I am directed to refer to the rayrat nx^ttog with certain of
th® regular peat haulers r.hen the xxxxxiizixlatici^ of your Oaifflittee, aa
given in your letter of the 10th July* v.oxc discussed*•

Ab a result of’ thio taeoitog> a medttog of the Standing .townee
Coanittcc wa held and it was agreed that the peat tracks should b®
expended by cantmct at the expense of toverrwoBt provided the Town
Council made an a- nidi contribution eqpal to a shilling rate until meh
ttae as ‘the tmf® eexe oau-ZLetod* It estimated that a shilling rate
would realise about £750 each year#

The Town Council was asked whether it would be pr© £la,«1 to
increase btanlqy rates oooorctb gly^ the reveme <?Brived tli®^frQBi being
paid to Govexiisezzt as the Council's contribution tomxxls <XKtending th©
tiuckn vjhiclx would be ox* bewiit to the rate^4?yers gei .crGlly,

A copy of the reply fxw the Towox Council is local fox7 your
infoxnatixsw

It is pro .osed to discuss the question of x-oat tincks at the
next .' feting of J^ecutive i>o i»xl but before doing sc it is tlicujxt that
your Comittee nigcit tave bcf.c ,-xlditioml vier.s o exprasa*

X should he grateful, Uiorefore, if you would atterd a furtlier
rncetii^ to be held to this office at £®15 . •rj* on Qth -'A ust,
1956»

T1U5 HoTfOtirable
Mst A*<2» Barton* C*BeE*f

STARUSX*

X aiat Sir,
lour c^edient tkv?vant.

‘The Honourable Mr* M*G* Greece*
Copies to Mr* b* Gieadell*





FAIJCL^fO'STSIrAIWS, *t
The Acting Colonial^Secretary, 8thJ August. 1956, \
Colonial Secretary’s Office. ,\ \
Secretariat. \
Stanley. STANDING FINANCE COMMITTEE. \

ROADS TO PEAT BOGS IN STANLEY.

Sir,
With reference to our telephone conversation earlier

to-day.
2. I cannot agree with the views put forward Dy the Stanley

Town Council which are not constructive. They probably
feel that Government should undertake the whole of the
work.

3. For my part, I feel very strongly that the Town Council
should meet part of the expense and if they do not agree
to increasing the Rates - then the money will have to be
raised by some other means,

U. I understand that the whole matter will be discussed at
the next meeting of Executive Council and until this
meeting takes place we cannot press the Town Council much
further.

5. Meantime, I agree that a start should be made with this
project and in order to make a start, Government could
allocate some money.

6. I therefore agree that £1,000 be spent by Government and
after this,money will have to be found from elsewhere to
complete the programme for the first year.

I am,
Sir,

Your obedient servant







Ills
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24-th August 1956

Memorandum No: 21 for Executive Council.
x—i mjh • <-•> wr-rn-i ••■in i-.fmrmjw.-B—jt

PEAT BOG TRACKS.

On the 21st April 1956 the Joint Committee of Executive
and Legislative Councils agreed that a committee should be formed
to advise Government as to what responsibility Government should
undertake in respect of peat tracks.

2. The Committee, which consisted of the Honourable Mr.
A. G. Barton, the Honourable Mr. M. G. Greece and Mr. L. Gleadell,
reported on the 10th July 1956 and its report is attached as an,
annexure to this memorandum.

J. Following receipt of this report Government convened a
meeting with the members of the Peat Committee and the leading
peat contractors attending. It was at this meeting * recommended
that the work proposed by the Peat Committee should be undertaken
in stages and that as a first move the track to the Surf Bay bogs
should be made up. It was further recommended that the work should
be undertaken on contract when it became quite clear that the peat
contractors were not prepared to tender on non-profit basis.

4. The problem was considered by Standing Finance Committee
at a meeting held on the 25th July. At this meeting Standing
Finance Committee recommended that of the total e stimated cost of
£6,000 Government should over a three year period meet approximately
£4->5OO, leaving the Town Council to raise approximately £1,500 as
Stanley’s contribution towards the cost of these tracks. The
Committee thought that Stanley rates should be increased by l/-d.
from 3/9 d. to 4/9 d. for the purpose.

5. The Town Council declined to increase their rates and
advised Government that:-

’ Council do not feel inclined to support the construction
of extensions to the tracks to the peat banks a t the present
time for the following reasons:-

1. The decision that .extension of tracks should be
undertaken is the result of ’panic1 following a
vexy bad season as regards weather. x

2. The majority of lorries are very out-of-date and
incapable of carrying out, in anything but the most
favourable conditions, the contracts they have
undertaken.

3# Individual haulers found it more to their advantage
... to . undertake private haulage work at greater financial

gain feds ’failing In their obligations to.their normal
clients and putting a greater burden bn the more
responsible haulage contractors.

Regarding the second point the success of Government in
hauling peat last season with modern vehicles in the hands of
experienced drivers is brought'to your attention. The success
being achieved under the most adverse conditions.

In consequence of the above Council do not feel that any
increase in the Rates can be justified. ”



6. Following further discussions with Members of the Peat
Committee and Standing-Finance Committee it was eventually agreed
that Government should finance the Surf Bay track up to an overall
limit of £1,000 on the understanding that the whole batter was
discussed in Executive Council. A recommendation was made that
consideration should be given to the inposition of a rent or some
other form of levy on the users of Stanley peat bogs so that some
contribution might be made towards the cost of the peat bog tracks
scheme by the beneficiaries.

7© Consequently tenders were called for and on the basis of
a recommendation made at a combined meeting of Standing Finance
Committee and the Peat Committee held on the 15th September the '
tender submitted by Mr. J. Clifton of JO/~cL per yard for approximately
5J6 yards of track (9“ft. wide and 12M deep - stone mattress combined
with ashes or sand) was accepted. Work began on the 18th August.

8. Honourable Members are now, in particular, asked to advise: -

1. Whether Government should undertake any further
financial responsibility for the construction of the
tracks referred to in the Peat Committee’s report.

2. Whether or not some form of levy or rent should
be imposed on persons having peat bogs.

Provided bogs were leased under the provisions of the
Land Ordinance .and annual r ent could be charged. Details of bogs
now in use are as follows:** .

375 allocated to houses,
15 n 11 contractors.

-22™ M ” Government.

Total

AC-DT/ra



A N N E X U R E

OBSERVATIONS & RECOMMENDATIONS OF PEAT COMMITTER - .TTTT.Y 19A6
' 1 ...... “*" 1 1 " *" "l* * 1 -------------------------- -------- ‘7-- *z-*i7l

!• Existing ’tracks’ arc in the right direction, and the
further they are extended, the more banks will be served. The
present system of laying a mattress of large stone and filling
the interstices with clay and ashes is adequate. Consolidation,
before and after filling, by Government Road Roller would be
helpful.

2. SURF BAY. The extension which would serve most Banks is
to continue the one leading off the south side of Surf Bay Road at
the foot of the slight hill beyond the “leading marks”. To serve
any useful purpose at all this must he continued right across the
wet flat into the vicinity of a cluirp of gorse known as “Furze
Bush", 500/550 yards distant. Here the ground is hard and lorries
can reach the road-end from various directions. A minor track
might be laid to the south east of this point.

3. ELIZA COVE. The short ’ track’ to the east of the road
about two miles distant from Stanley is scarcely used at present
for the following reason: -

When the area which it is supposed to serve is accessible
to lorries, the level ground beyond and on each side of the
’track! is also accessible, therefore the ’track’ should
start, afresh, much nearer thopeat banks, ata point some

.250/300 yards from whore it ends at present, and continue
for 600 yards circling to the north of peat areas, then
bearing to an easterly directions

4. WEST OF STANLEY. Tho Dairy Paddock branch road should be
extended from where it now ends at “Dixie Banks" mainly in a south
and south-westerly direction curving north towards the water tank.

5i KIEL CANAL. In a normal season the
beyond the end of the ’track’ should permit
area freely. An extension of 200 yards to
overlooking South Shore would be helpful.

nature of the turf
lorries to work this
the top of the ridge

6. EXCAVATING. The Committee took note that the depth of
peat in seemingly impassable arco.s for lorries was often no greater
than 20 inches at which level rock was encountered*

A valuable experiment might be made by the Cuthbertson
Drainage machine, now in Stanley, towing its plough set at 16 - 18
inches deep, and turning out a furrow which could then be cut
la terally by tiand into workable strips and removed bodily by the
Rohr Peat Loader vhich would itself be working on a solid rock base.

Careful sounding andpegging out of the J track’ to be
excavated is a first essential, but if successful the cost would
only be a fraction of the expense involved in transporting rocks
with which to make a track over shallow peat.

The result would bo a shallow ravine and surface water
must be drained from it wherever thorc was enough natural ’fall’
in the ground. Water is no deterrent to lorries travelling slowly
provided the bottom is hard. fJhe sides of the ravine would
naturally dry up and shrink in course of time.

(Signed) A. G. Barton.
M. G. Greece.
L. Gleadell.

COMMITTEE.



Officer Adcdnietaring the Cwczteex;!* This pex-'i^siun is
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be installed one that in m will it be left
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(Sgd.) J. Bound.

ACTXiic cow:-ial wax

Cc^gr to: A^dcultural Officer*





'i Extract from Minutes of Executive Council Meeting held on the
9th and 10th October 1956

16. PBT BOG- TRACKS.

It was agreed that the matter should be further discussed

with the Town Council by the Honourable Colonial Secretary and the

Honourable Mr. Barton.

His Excel 1 enoy directed that a letter of thanks be written

to the Committee.

CLERK OFJPHE EXEQUtflVE COUNCIL



x * 3, Brandon Rd. , “ | *\ \ |
-’'A Stanley.

/oj’ -. •_ OCT 1956 r^'j 16th October 1956.
v-r- tA/'S ir, XV;;Z

Early thte'ly^ar-T was absent in the Dependencies
on Government service and so lost the opportunity to
urge the carting of peat for my bungalow. The weather
finally stopped attempts to reach my bank.

On my return, Hr Livermore kindly arranged for me
to rOceive 4 loads under the Government emergency peat
carting scheme and this supply is now almost exhausted.

Private carters are still unable to bring in my peat
and at this moment there is a lorry bogged on my bank. I
am thus unable to clear and use the cut peat, unable to
have more cut and effectively, am put of"step with local
peat operations.

May I therefore please make application to hire
one of the Government 10 wheel lorries for a day. These
lorries reached my bank under the infinitely worse
conditions in April but, it appears, are still the only
vehicles capable of reaching it now.

I have spoken, to Mr Livermore and it is on his request
that I address this application to you.

Yours faithfully,

A. G. Dent on-Thompson Esq. ,
Secretariat,
Stanley.



H.C.S.

1. This is not so easy. • V/hen I first spoke to S. W. he had only
1 of the large lorries in commission and he had it oni^r transporting Canso
fuel. Mr. Livermore has since been ill. I have spoken with him again
and he says that his Peat Foreman says why this peat cannot be removed is
because it is on a second cut and even the PWD lorries would not be able to
get in and movejit. It appears it is a question of Mr. Harrison having'
someone throw or wheel it out to firm ground for any lorry to pick up.
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23x*d Cctoboi-

Sir,

I am directed by His Ih^ellcncy the Governor to rcfe
to the ixpoyt of* the Cbsw.ttdc eppolntdd to advise Government ai

I Q i to xTha^^roj^onsibility Govors'snerrt should take in respect of pea’
tracks*

$■• His Excellency hs requested that an expression of
(tovcnimait* s eqopreciation should be conveyed to you as a Llcsibor
of the Ccsinittee for yoiw service and for the very detailed arid
helpful report subiDit'bed to GovemniGnt by file CoEXiittee*

1 a. SilTj
Your obedient sorv^t.

A. G-. Denton-Thon?)son.

coLoin^- -- - au

The Hon* Mr* A* G* Burton, C.B*?^5 J*P* ,
STAMUS&ca»sw i«r^w>i

AGDT/PT
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23rd October

Sir,

I nn cllc^/jy the Governor to refer
•to the report of the Caranittee appointed to advise Coveriwnt as

\ to whnt TOgpan^lTii tty Government should tdhc in respect of peat
trades.

cX- His Eaeelleney has requested that an egression of
GJoveraaent1 o appreciation should be conveyed to you as a Llcrbor
of* -ttie Committoe for your oervico and for the voxy detailed and
helpful report subtritted to Govcnment by the Comittee.

X am, Sir,
Yow? obedient servant.

A. G, Denton-Thonpson*

ooiniiuL



1*82

2Jrd October

Sir*

I am directed Bsaaellency the Governor to refer
»q\ to the rcoapft gif the GcexAtfee mpointed to advise Goverm^xt as

to vshat responsibility Gavexwccnt should take in respect of peat
tracks.

* Ills Excellency has requested that an Cffipresoion of
Government* s appreciation should to convoyed to you as a TJenber
of the Coranitteo for your service and for the voxy detailed and
helpful report suteitted to Govcrziiient by the Cors^ittee,

1 am, 3ir,
Your obedient servant*

A* G-. Dentonr-Thompsoxu

COLOIj^iL : 2AIZx.■ ■■■ .hi. mt» r i ■ ■ .r-^JCT -osMewrac:>

Mr. Im C* Glcadall,





i.I. aef; 11).82
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30th October, 1956.

It was agreed at the last meeting of
Executive Council that you and I should
meet the Town Council on the subject of
Peat Tracks. There is a Town Council
Election coming off in December and it
seems to me to be advisable to wait until
we can meet the new Council. My present
information is that the existing Council will
not move in the way of increasing rates and
they are ‘hardly likely to in any circumstances
just before the election.

I should be glad to know whether you
agree with this view or not.

C9aYU) >—

ADT/VM

The Honourable
Mr. A. G. Barton. C. B. E* . J.P

STAMEY



Y.E.
As instructed I have spoken to S.W. regarding his request for the

German road gang to continue peat cutting, please. He has discussed
the matter with Mr. Trees, who was going to speak to C.E.

The normal annual target is 20,000 yards - broken down to 17^000
for the year’s use, with 3,000 to carry over for following Spring.

Present stocks - sufficient for Government House up to March, 1957.

for c.s. 15.11.56



Mr. Barton has replied verbally to folio 128 saying that
he agrees that the question of a Town Council contribution towards
the cost of peat bog tracks should be discussed after the forth­
coming election. The file should be brought up early after H. R. H’s.
visit is over. •
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19th January,

I0&
Sir,

I am directed to refer to your letter ox 30th
July, 1956, and to previous coTresponeence on the
subject of peat bog tracks.

2. Government policy with regard to the
financing of the construction ci peat bog tracks
was discussed at a meeting of Executive Council
held in October, 1956. At this meeting the view
was expressed that if the construction 01 such
tracks were to continue then the Town Council
should at least assume responsibility for a pro­
portion of the expenditure involved.

3» It was, however, decided that the matter
might with- advantage be discussed further with the
Town council and the Governor-in-Council requested
two Members of Council (the Colonial Secretary and
the Hon. Mr. a-G* Barton,) to take the matter up with
the Town Council.

U. If, therefore, your Council sees no
objection it would be appreciated if you would
suggest a convenient date when the- two Members of
Executive council might have the opportunity of
discussing the whole matter personally with the
Town Council.

I am,
Sir,

Ybur obedient servant,

(Sgd) -A. G.' Denton«-Thompson

COLONIAL SECRETARY.

The Town clerk,
Stahley Town ■ council,

STAHLEY.

Ou» ■ $

57,

ADT/VM



Town Council Office

A ? 5 J&NVJ57 Stanley

^.^^0739 25th January, 1957

Sir

t o < I acknowledge with thanksyour letter
\ NO.1U82 dated 19th January,193? on the subject of

peat bog tracks.

The contents of your letter will be
brought to the attention of the Town Council at
the next General Meeting which is due to be held
early in February,1957 and their decision will
then be communicated to you.

I have the honour to be, Sin,

Your obedient servant

own Clerkown Clerk

The Honourable,
The Colonial Secretary
Stanley.

4



Town Council Office,

Stanley.

TC/39 5th February, 1957.

your letter 1h82/ dated 19th January $
oirTV - --------------ig57 Qn th6

Sir,

I refer to __ _____ _ z __
j*VL- *1957 and my reply Tc/j9 dated 25 th January

subject of bog"tracks.

2. At the Town Council Meeting held yesterday, Uth
February,1957 it was decided to appoint a delegation to
meet the two Members of Council referred to in para J of
your letter 1^82 dated 19th January,1957 and the following
Councillors were so appointed

The Chairman - Councillor W.A.Etheridge
11 J. D. Williams

3. It is suggested that 10 o{clock a,m, on Thursday
7th February ,1957 would be a convenient time for the
Delegation to meet the two Members to discuss the matter
of the peat bog tracks.
U. Would you please confirm that
arrangement; if not, perhaps you would
and date.

this is a convenient
suggest another time

The Honourable,
The Colonial Secretary
Stanley.







IsOe 1U82
11th February 1957

Memorandum No: 5 for Executive Council.• MSV^BMWMMMMMmM^narBKNnwiB.mb — y ,wjw—m.,* im ,■■^.■.1

PEAT BOG TRACKS.
W^nBM-r«O> >*•

As Honourable Members are aware, it was agreed at a meeting of

Executive Council held on the 9th and 10th October, 195^, that the

question of peat bog tracks in Stanley and the possibility of persuading

the Town Council to make some contribution towards the costs of

construction, should be discussed with the Town Council by Mr. Barton

and the Colonial Secretary.

2. No action was token on this until after the Town Council

elections,which were held in December, and the appointment of a new

Chairman. On the 7th February, 1957? Mr. Barton and Mr, Trees met the

Chairman of the Town Council (Mr. Etheridge). and Councillor Williams.

The whole question vas discussed in some detail and the view that the

Town Council itself should bear a proportion of the cost on the grounds

that the tracks were primarily the concern of Stanley householders was

put forward.

3* The outcome of the discussions, however, was that the Town

Council representatives reiterated the- view that peat bog tracks were

entirely unnecessary and that they were not prepared to make any financial

contribution to the costs of constzuctioru The Town Council representatives

said they were prepared to c onsider a proposal that they should contribute

to the maintenance costs of the Surf Bay track but it seems very unlikely

that in fact they will agree to do so.

4. In those circumstances it is felt by the two Members of

Council appointed to discuss the matter with the Town Council that

Government should not finance the construction of any further tracks.

5. It is proposed that Mr. Barton and Mr. Trees should report

verbally to Council and that the whole matter should be considered at

the next meeting.

OFFICER ADMINISTERING THE G0VERNMB1T.

AGDT/PT



i .4 ft . £
TC/39

a, 8-marw57 5
^The Honourable* . .<3/

The Colonial
Stanley,

)

Town Council Office,
Stanley,

6th March, 1957.

Sir,
At a meeting held on Monday l|th March, 1957

the Town Council discussed the question of the
maintenance and improvement of the recently
constructed peat bog track.

While agreeing with the principle that work
of this nature should be financed from Rates Council
felt that they could not be committed to undertake
work in the future which as far as can be seen at
present they would be incapable of carrying out.

It was agreed that the matter should again be
discussed in July when the Ash Contract is due for
renewal with a view to having ash dumped and levelled
along the existing track.

I am,
Sir,

Your obedient servant

Chairman



EXTRACT FROM MINUTES OF MEETING OF MEMBERS OF EXECUTIVE COUNCIL

HELD ON 13TH MARCH, 1957.

3. PEAT BOG TRACKS

ouncil.

Council advised that the Town Council should "be informed
that as they held the view that peat tracks were not necessary,
Government proposed to take no further action j the matter.

Cler



I have to refer to your letter of the 6 th Ifureh
and to previous discufjsions and correspondence 'oil the
subject of the construction of peat "bog weeks®

This natter was discussed at a meeting of
^xocutive Council held on the 13th -larch, 1957* It v/as
noted 'that peat bog tracks are, in the opinion of your
Council, unnecessary, and that Council was not prepared to
mice any financial contribution towards th© costs of
construction®

In the circixnstances it has been decided ty
Government that no further tracks should be built at Government
expense® It would be appreciated if you would inform
Covemnent iM due course of the outcome of the further
discussions in July v^icr- Ash Contract is due for
renex9t<L,

I am, Six’,
Youi* obedient servant®

qg?icnn zinaygsg^aiiG i® got JflSM®.—■ ■<■■■■ a,mw'-a: J»-—i WL-J!•»•*"»

W® Ethoridge, Esc®>
Choizmn,
Town Council,
Ste£jS?.

/ifiDT/PT



Town Council Office,
Stanley,
8th April, 1957

Officer Administering the Government,
Stanley.

Sir,
With reference to your letter 1U82 of 3rd

April I am a little concerned, at the unqualified
statement that "It was noted that peat bog tracks
are, in the opinion of your Council, unnecessary,".
Council do not suggest that peat bog tracks would
not be a desir^able amenity but, in the present
circumstances,consider that the high cost of
construction is not justified in view of the limited
use of such tracts.

This attitude is widely supported by both peat
hauliers and consumers alike.

I am, Sir,
YourOdedient servant





STANLEY HAULAGE CONTRACTORS Rates AS FROM 1ST OCTOBER, 1?61.

Area Price per Load

South of J. Clifton’s Road at back of Dixie

Dixie Block
1. 2.

17. 6

Sappers Hill, West side 1. 5. -

Sappers Hill, East side 16. —

Tumble-down — 12. -

Dettleffs Paddock 15. -

South of Dettleffs Paddock to Roller Shed • 15. -

Roller Shed 1. 2. -

Horse Point 1. 6. -

J. Clifton’s Road (Surf Bay) 1. "" • -

Mon-Star 1. 2.

Land-Mark "’ • 18.

Sand 1. 5.
Shingle 1. 5.
Manure 1. •

Furniture 15.

Peat from Shed to Shed 1. 6.

Mon-Star run 1. 5.

Peat Cutting (throwing)

Peat Cutting (wheeling)

Peat Rickling

2/- per cubic yard.

2/3 per cubic yard.

7d per cubic yard.



Public Works Department,

Stanley, Falkland Islands,





HaUM^RB CONTRACTORS HAljiiS _Jti* VMH._ 18T OCTQBKRg 1961.

__ Price per Load.
---------------- ----- _ £• &• d.

uoutii of J". Clifton’s Read at back of Dixie.«.«••••••*. • • .. 1. 2. w#

Dixie Block. •**••♦•••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ................... .. 17* 6.

toppers *81119 West side............... .............................. .. U4.4..ao I.7 5i

Sappers Hill* Bast side. •••••» ................. ............................•••••••• -. 16* ee

Tumble-devm. •••••••••••••••••••••••• ............... ............. ......... •• 12* -•

Dettloffs Puddeck*•••••♦•••••••♦••••♦•••••♦•••••••••••♦••• -• 15* • .

South of Dettleffs Paddock to Roller shed......................•♦.•••• lb* -.

Keller Shed*.••••••••*•••••••••••••••••••••...............•••**••• 1* 2* -•

Horse Point.*•................. ••••••................ •••••...••... 1. 6.

J*Clifton*s Road (Surf Bayj*....... ............................. ..................... .. 1* •. —

Mon*i»tar. ................................. .. 1. 2.

Land-j^ark*................................. .. .................................................................... -• 18.

Sand*••••«•....•••••*••«...

Bhinglo* ............................................. .. .............................................. .................. ..

!• 5*

1. S*

Manure***.................................................. .............................. .. ............................ •

furniture* *•*•••••••••••••♦•••••• ...................... *..............••••••*• -• *

eat from Shed to Shed*• 1. 6*

Ken-Star run*••••••••••••••••••••

Peat Cutting (throwing)

Peat Cutting (wheeling)

Pkat Rickling

2/- per cubic yard.

2/3 per cubic yard.

7d per cubic yard*







‘25 October, 61#

Sir,

I as directed to refer to our discussion regarding
peat haulage and transport and to inf ora you that it is
regretted that C-overruaent cannot guarantee v/ork for your
lorries in the off season but the matter will bo home
in mind,

I am,
Sir,

Your obedient servant,

COLONIAL SECRCTWe■MMMI—.1 MM — I/W3«•

I!r. W,J, Fool®,
STANLEY.

tXfS’ir /tTT
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1482

April, 62.

With reference to your letter of 3rd April to the ?>ssistant
Colonial Secretary I an directed to state that the question of
the difficulties experienced by those who cannot arrange to have
their peat carted is one that is causing concern to Government.
Government is certainly opposed to the idea that it should take
over the entire task of carting peat and considers that as much
as possible should be done through private contractors. If it
is impossible for all the work to be done by contra ctors Govern­
ment will try, as it has done this year, to help as much as
possible considering its own commitments.

2. It is unlikely that Government will be able to supply
the names of those willing to cut peat privately as Government
usually employs itself all peat cutters who apply but the matter
will be borne in mind.

I am,
Sir,

Your obedient servant,

(Sgd) R.H.D. Manders.

COLONIA! ;-RCRl'%TARY

Dr. V.', F. McWhan, D.D.,
'11

Copy to S/W



1482

From: The Colonial Secretary,

April, 62.

To: Superintendent of Works,

STANLEY.

Peat Haulage

I am directed to enclose herewith a copy of a letter addressed
to Dr. McWhan in reply to an enquiry from him regarding the peat prob­
lem in general.

2. It is expected that we shall have to assist again next year
I and very probably to a greater extent and it is desirable that you

should plan accordingly.

(Sgd) R.H.D. Manders.

COLONIAL SECRETARY.

HLB/EH Vtv - ,a*
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PUBLIC NOTIC

Pea Hauling by Government

At the end of. last peat season Government came to the rescue of
certain private individuals -/hose contractors had failed them -nd did
some transport of peat itself. cm c.na Qia

There seems to be a mistaken impression in som©^quarters that
Government is prepared to undertake transport of peat regularly. This
is not the case. Government cannot do any transporting of peat at
present and, if it undertakes any in future it will only be to help
those who, in. spite of all efforts, have been unable to arrange trans­
port privately.

Colonial Secretary’s Office,
Stanley, Falkland Islands.

2nd October, 1962.

Ref: lZj-82.

RHDM/FH
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