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Sir,

I trie honour to transmit to you the aeccm-

p&nylng copy of MBtwrhlca has been received by the

Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs fror the United

States I&nbassy, with regard to an expedition which th-s

Cleveland Masem of Iv-turnl History is &bout to eend to

the SotrtM Atlantic♦

2-< I request that ^rra^ngweMte my be made to

afford tc the mwbers of the expedition such facilities

as r -.y pror-erly b? civrn3 consistently with the local laM,

on the occasion of their visIt♦

3, A copy of a?3i<.Ue;i a*nd tha enoloaurei will be

sent direct to the Idx r..-x^atSouth C<or;?dx if ;■• suitable

opportunity offers.

I h vc the honour to

Your Eoet obedient

aiarble servant,

(Signed) DEVONSHIRE

TH’’ OTTIC’B A®TNXSX'?®IW

■ ? f r-> Gov ^,T* -? ''■‘TP r nF-

w KAuasw isl/shk.
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27th October 9

Sir,

I am directed by the Acting Governor to
forward to you a copy of Secretary of State’s
Despatch No* 72 of the 3rd of September (with
enclosures) relative to an expedition which the

Cleveland Museum of Natural History is about to
send to the South Atlantis • A copy of a minute
from the Government Naturalist on the same subject

io also enclosed♦
2. I am to request you to assist the

expedition in so far as lies In your power and to
obtain the friendly co-operation of the members in
procuring the specimens asked for by the Government

11 at ural i s t •

I am,
Sir,

your obedient servant,

G> R* L* Brown.

for Colonial Socrotary.

illiara liarlaa, Eoq.,
Acting rfatSiBtnnto,

South Georgia •



COPY

THE CLEVELAND MUSEUM OF lU'TURAL HISTOBY

nr. George W Grile,
Euclid at 93rd St.,

Cleveland.

June 15th 1933.

Dear Dr. Crile,

Confirming our conversation yesterday afternoon, it

gives me a great deal of ^Leasure to thank you for your

contribution of one thousand dollars to the special fund

to defray the expenses of employing a collector for one

year on the f ishes of the Cleveland shale, for tne vestem

trip of our taxidermist, Mr. A.B. Biller, and other items

I understand that payment of this contribution will be

made in the Fall.

Our South Atlantis Expedition will visit the followlni

British possessions: Ascension., St. Helena, Tristan da

Cunha Gough Sandwich group, South Georgia, Bouvet, and

island;© off the -west African coast chiefly between

Nel fish Bay and Luderitz Bay. I am uncertain whether

these last islands aredirectly British or under tne

government of South Africa, It is possible that we snail

visit other British possessions incidentally.

The American Museum of Natural History advises me

that it has received cordial support from Sir Vincent

Wilberforce Baddeley, K.C.B., First Principal Assistant

Secretary Admiralty, address No. 5, Barton Street,

Westminster Abbey, London, S.W. Through your friend

who was a Naval Officer in the battle of Jutland, I hope

you will'be able to establish a personal relation with

Sir Vincent and secure his interest in our South Atlant io

Expedition. It should be explained to Sir Vincent that

the



the Cleveland Museum is undertaking this expedition

with the hearty co-operation of the American ’.hiseum

of Natural History in New York, and that it proposes to

survey for general scientific purposes, and especially

omlthologloally, th® isl; nds of the South Atlantic

fro® the equator nearly to the antartdc circle. TThat is

desired is a letter of general credentials asking British

officials in general toextsnd to the Expedition all

courtesies and assistance in their power. It- has not been

found advisable to make detailed specific request* since

a. general letter usually proves more helpful. It slight

be well to advise with our Embassy in London in connection

with these proceedings.

In Paris you can help us greatly by securing similar

hacking from tire French Government, The French territory

ae propose to visit includes the Island of Kerguelen,

Croz-et, New Amsterdam: also Prince Edward and Heard..

I have het found information as to the nationality of

these two islands. They may be British from their names

.but they are near French islands,

I do not know Just ho® to obtain Portuguese and

Spanish credentials. Perhaps the Bribassy at Washington

will be the best routs. If however you happen to form

any connection with hhese embassies in Paris and. London

it might be well to take such steps a* are possible,

The Portuguese territory to be visited includes ths Cape

Verde Islands, Princes, St. Thomas and Annobon. The only

Sj^oiish territory seems to be the Island of Fernando Po,

Th© Brazilian territory to be visited includes St.

Paul, As Roca*, Fernando, Noronha, Southern Triiiida(i,and

Martin. Vas, I am taking steps, through Dr. W.P. TJilson

of the Co^'.ercial Museum at Philadelphia,to obtain

credentlais



credentials from Brazil.

A large proportion of these islands are uninhabited.

In the few that are inhabit®! co-operation of tne local

officials will be necessary and vary helpful. In sore of

these cases there may be legal restrictions upon the number

of birds that may be taken. To attempt to secure any

unusual salver of these restrictions often stirs upr

trouble. Friendly officials will usually wink at these

^e,4ulresn®nta if they are not forced to their attention.

It is probably better,therefore, to say nothing shout them.

Since we ar® going to make desperate effort to get

th® Expedition off '°X ths first of September it will help

very greatly if you '?iU advise us, by mall, of the results

of your efforts. Uhls will be a great help to the

organisation of the Expedition

Faithfully youre?

(Sgd) P*u. REA.

Director.

pmr/ekc



Ko. 870

lqsdoh
July 18th 1923.

My Lord,

I have tte honour to bring to the notice

Of Tour Lordship the attached copy of a letter sent froas

Mr. P.M. Rer-, the .Director of the Cleveland Museue of

Natural History, Cleveland, Ohio, to Dr. George S7. crile

of the same city, who is a trustee of that Institution,

and who at present is in London, in the interests of ths

South Atlantic Expedition, whose projects the letter

detail#,

I beg to ask whether the lotto? of general credentials

to British official#, asking that courtesies and assistance

be extended to the members of the expedition may appropria­

tely be furnished,and if so, to ask Your Lordship to be

so good as to lay the request before the authorities

concerned •

I have the honour to be, with the highest consideration

etc.,
(Sgd) POST WHEELER

Oir'-rre d ♦Affaire#. interim.

the most honourable
THE MARQUESS CURZON OP KliilLESTOj <, K.G.,

&o., &c., &C.»»



No.1009

ONDON, September 27thf1923 .

Uy Lord,
In reply to Your Lordship’s Note Ho.A. 5612/

4347/45 of September 24th, concerning the expedition 

which the Cleveland Museum of Natural History is

sending to the South Atlantic, in the fifth paragraph

of which Your Lordship requests certain details for

the information of the Secretary of State for the

Colonies, I have the honour to inform Your Lordship

that the Department of State is in receipt of a letter

from the Museum concerning the projected expedition

which I believe you will find supplies the details

desired.

The letter is as follows:

”0ur expedition desires to secure permission

to visit these islands during the next two years

and collect such data and specimens as are necessary

for a study of the problem which I have outlined

above. Usually a day or two on an island will

sa... ice-certainly not more thna two weeks will

e necessary nny one place • since we must

count on a large part o f our time being occupied

n aa uin& from one island to another in our small

re masted schooner, no-; on the **)ys at New

ondon, where her hull is being coppered and her

cabin pian changed to meet our requirements.

The route is so planned tl •*re can do our

n,e Bo.t Hor.our»we

me lT.rOU«»« CurzOT of K«le»to„. k.g.
40., &C*' &Q*.

work



work in the subAntarctic regions during the
Antarctic summer, November to April. We hope to
put to sea as early in October as possible, and

visit the following points in the order given:
Cape Verde Islands
Fernando Noronha
St* Paul Rocks
As Boons Reef
Martin Vas Islands
Abrolhos Island
South Trinidad Islet
Falkland Islands

Sea Lion Island
Be^uehene Island

Staten Island
Shag Rocks
South Shetlands

Deception Island
Elephant Island

Graham Land
South Georgia Island

Gierke Rooks
South Sandwich Group
Traverse Islands

Lieskov island
Visokov Island
Zavodovskii Island

Bouvet Island
Lindsay Island
Tristan da Cunha

Inaccessible island
Nightingale Island

Gough island
Cape of Good Hope.

“At Crne Tom w.e shall restock with stores, and

should be able to JSIQT® northward up the Atlantic

beginning about May .Of 1924» when the f°l lowinS route

will occupy pur attention:
Ascension Island
St. Helena Island
Gulf of Guinea Islands

Fernando Fo
Princes or Principe
Annobon
San Thome

Coastal Islands
Hollam’s Bird Island
Mercury Island
Possession Island
Dassen Island
Ichabo or Ichaboe Island
Halifax Island
Pomona Island

Plum Pudding Island
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Plum Pudding Island
Sinclair Island
Robben Island
Roast Beef Island
Sherboro or Sherbro Island
Bissagos or Bijuga Islands
Cape of Good Hope*

"Again we shall restock nt Cape Town, and should

be ready to begin our Indian Ocean program by early

November of 1924, to visit the following!

Marion Island
Prince Edward Island

Crozet Islands
Apostles Island
Hog Island
Penguin 181an d
Possession Island
Last Island

Kerguelen Island or Desolation
Heard Island

•Shag Island
Macdonald Island

Am.fi ter dam I si an d
St. Paul Island

Dyer Island
Algoa Bay Bird Island
Cape of Good Hope

’’This should bring us back to Cape Town in about

May of 1925, from which, point we shall return to

the United States by way of the Cope Verde Islands,

and possibly by way of Trinitan da Cunha, Ascension,

and St. Helena in case we were forced to neglect them

during the previous summer.”

’’The personnel of the expedition will be composed

of the following:

George Tin lay Simons,
Leader of the Expedition;

Mrs.George Simmons,
Private Secretary;

Carl Robertson,,
Special newspaper correspondent;

Robert H.Rock well
Animal-*sculptor and taxidermist;

W. Kenneth Cuyler
Naturalist and biologist;

Allen L.Moses
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Alien L.Mosee (of Grand M*nantHew Brunswick
Canada), Bird expert,

Captain George Comer, wroBBom
■’ Waster of the vessel Uhe BLOSSOM).

It should he clearly understood that the

is a private one with which the Government ofexpedition i0 H
the United States has no connection.

I have the honour to request that permission

4 Wi«it such of the above named islands as■be given to vibj u
the Sovereignty of the British Governmentmay come uno.©* -»

necessary credentials be issued so thatqnd that tne
v.® in order for the me®^era theeverything may o

x move the visits indicated*expedition to -
1 have, etc..

post
Counseloy of ’SnfbaBsy*



*)1
iference to previous correspondence:-

Despatch No...72... of theIcSyry of State’s

.. . .Septejribei’f).... 2 3.

FALKLAND ISLANDS.

No..... 91

Downing Street,

.......25th..0Gtobea?-"-19...-85.

Sir,

I have the honour to transmit to you the

papers noted below on the subject of the expedition of the

Cleveland Museum of Natural History to the South

Atlantic.

DEVONSHIRE

Date. Description.

1923

27th September From the United States Ambassador

I have the honour to be,
Sir.

Your most obedient, humble servant,
The Officer Administering

the Government of the Falklands Islands.
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S.Gr.
40/24

c*3. 752/23

Magistrate’s Office,
South Georgia.

10th March, 1924.

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of
your letter No. 752/23 of the 27th of October, last,
with enclosures, and to inform you that every effort

will be made to assist the expedition and in obtaining
their help in securing the specimens asked for by the
Government Naturalist.

I have the honour to be,
Sir,

Your obedient servant,

Ag. Magistrate.

The Honourable
The Colonial Secretary,

Stanley*
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