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Sir,
I am writing to ask

Weddell Island
6th April 1926.

if His Excellency the Governorwould
be disposed to grant me permission to introduce the Patagonian Pampa

fox to Staats and Te Islands in the Beaver group situated at a 

considerable distance from the mainland.
My idea, is to establish a fox farm in conjunction with the usual

number of sheep and cattle which these two Islands carry at present.
The skin of the pampa fox is worth over £1;- selling locally;

but in London thei* value must be very much more. Tn.es e small foxes

do comparitively little harm to sheep,and if necessary are easily
exterminated,and more especially on Islands. I am unable to give

their technical name,but I think this can be found in ’‘Darwins Voyage

of the leqgle’1.
The range of the pampa fox extends from the Straits of Mag -

ellan to the warm climate of the Province qf Buenos. Aires, but the fur 

is only valuable in the colder

latitude as these Islands.
I have

I Your

Hon.
The Colonial Secretary

Stanley.

regions of the Sbxith in the same



278/26

16th June,

Sir,

I am directed, by the Acting Governor to

inform you that an application has been received

for permission to introduce the Patagonian Pampa

lox to Staats and Te Islands of the Beaver Group,

and. to say that Hie Excellency would be glad to

have \ny observations the Falkland Islands Sheep

Breeder^ Association cares to offer as to the

advisability or otherwise of allowing such an
importati«n, /

2. I am explain that, as far as is known'

this small type of fox Wiii not attack sheep, whilst

as a means of keeping down geese, it has proved of

the greatest use in Patagonia,

I am,

Sir,

Your obedient servant,

G. I. Turner, Esq,.

Secretary of

The Falkland Islands Sheep Breeders Association,

STAHLEY.



278/26

16th June, 26.

Sir,

I ara directed by the Noting Governor to

acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the

6th of April requesting permission to introduce

the Patagonian Pampa fox to Staats and Te Islands

of the Beaver Group.

2. I am to inform you that His Excellency

is in full sympathy with the object of your

application but that the .question of the intro­

duction of a new species of animal requires care­

ful consideration from all points of view, and

that before any decision can be arrived at, it

has been considered advisable to make comprehen­

sive enquiries.

3, I am to add that a further communication

will be sent to you in due course.

1 am,
Sir,

Your obedient servant,

for Colonial Secretary.

J. Hamilton, Esq. >

WEDDELL ISLAND,

WEST FALKLAND. /



Hon

September 4th 1926

/ * j

Falkland Islanss Sheep Breeders Association^

7-SEW92®?

X.  ^<x$\ Port, Stanley

Sir: -

deferring to yo^ir letter No 278/26 of the I6th -Pine

regarding the importation of Patagonian Pampa, fox.

2.The Falkland Islands Sheep, breeders Association see nd

objection to anyone importing this type of fox on to= th

Islands, providing an Ordinance is parsed to prevent.^

any being let loose on the two main Islands tinder the

penalty of a. heavy fine. *

I am, Sir

Your obedient servant 

Secretaryo

Colonial Secretary

Stanleyo





278/26

23rd November, 26

Sir,
In continuation of the letter from.this

Department of the 16th of June, on the subject
of your application for permission to introduce
the Patagonian pampa fox on to Staats and Te Islands
of the leaver Group, I am directed by the Acting
Governor to inform you that His Excellency has been
pleased to grant you the permission sought on the
distinct understanding that the number Of foxes
Introduced does not exceed three pairs, and that
you will take every precaution to prevent the
animals from reaching the main islands •

2. I am to request that you will report in
due course, say at the end of twelve months, as
to the result of the experiment.

I am,
Q 4.mSir,

Your obedient servant ,

Acting Colonial Secretary.

J. Hamilton, Esq.,
Weddell Island,

West Falkland



278/26

23rd November, 26.

Sir,
I am directed by the Acting Governor to

acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the
22nd of September, requesting permission to
introduce the Patagonian pampa fox on to River
Island (off River Harbour), and to inform you that
His Excellency lias been pleased to grant you the
permission sought on the distinct understanding
that the number of foxes introduced does not
exceed three pairs, and that you will take every
precaution to prevent the animals from reaching
the main islands.

2. I am to request that you will report
in due course, say at the end of twelve months,
as to the result of the experiment.

I am,
Sir,

Your obedient servant,

II ■ " ■

Acting Colonial Secretary.
z. a

R. C. Pole-Evans, Esq.,
Port Howard,

West Falkland



orz



278/26

19th February, 27.

Sir,

With reference to your verbal application for

permission to import two further female pampa foxes to

replace two of the animals lost from the number imported.

under the permission conveyed in my letter of the 23rd

of November, 1926, I am directed by the Acting Governor

to inform you in confirmation of our conversation on the

subject that there will be no objection to the further

importation desired, provided that as stipulated in the

previous instance, you will take every precaution to

prevent the animals from reaching the main islands.

I am,

Sir,

Your obedient servant,

Acting Colonial Secretary.

Hamilton, Esq,.,

WEDDELL ISLOD.



EXTRACT FROM LETTER FX M l.'IR. J. HAMILTON DATED HLhldk.
LURCH, 1928. FILED AS REDs/^ I1J M.P. uifa.

Weddell island.
22nd March. 1928.

The Honourable,
The Colonial: Secre tary,

Port Stanley

' Sir,
I have, .the honour to inforM you that I landed

seven foxes in Staats Island one pair of which I an-holding
in; captivity in order to present thern to the Government
as, a trial in fur-bearing in South-Georgia. That is to
say if His Excellency the Governor finds it convenient-
to accept them,. At present the foxes are being fed in a
shed in Staat’s Island.'Awaiting your reply which,.if you
kindly forward'to Mr. Robertson of port stephens he vzill .
send the. coriitnunication to Vi/e.ddell .Island.



278/26.

Decode.

TELEGRAM.

jPro7n....Tha-Co.lonial---Sscr-6taryy.......

To The ...Mag i st .rate.., So.u.th....G.eorgi.a.

Despatched.-. 4th April,

Received:

1928 ; Time : 17 ^(j e

192 Time:

14AGISTRATE,
SOUTH GEORGIA.

With reference to the suggestion made by you
recently that the Government should consider the
possibilities of fox-farming at South Georgia. His
Excellency would be glad to learn if there are
islands or localities on mainland in which animals
could be segregated pending investigation of their
effect on other forms of wild life. What is it
proposed that the foxes should feed on and may it be
assumed that they could be introduced without detriment
to penguins. The latter consideration is most important.

SECRET/. RY •



Decode. 278/26

TELEGRAM.

From......... .The-Magi.s.trat.e.,....8o.uth... Georgia.

To The Colonia l....Se.cr.etary.,

Despatched-. 5fh*April, 1928. 19%> Time •’ 1600

Received: 6th April, 192 Q Time: 1145

SECRETARY,
PORTSTANLEY.

// your telegram of 4th April suggested that

experimental farming is on Multon Island in
Stromness Bay and few acres adjoining on mainland
well fenced. Main food of foxes whale meat. There
are no penguin rookeries in the vicinity of island.



EXTRACT; FROM ■ LETTER TO 'MR. J. HAMILTON

of 7th April, 1928. (Original filed in
112/28.) :

.■.".His Excel.ienoy .y/iTi Se'jglad, 'to aeee.pt*
on behalf of the Government two. foxes for
experiments in fur bearing-at youth Georgia-.
I am to Xhank'yOu for this very,Mnd offer and
to say that the necessary arrangements for the
trah&pprt’>o f the animal^ will be made through
Mr. 'Robertson of, Port Otephens as you suggest.



Code.
278/26

TELEGRAM.

]from The Colonial Secretary,

To Mr . J . Robertson, Port Stephens.

Despatched-. 16th April, 192 B, Time: 19.10 •

Received: 192 Time:

BBBERTSON,
PORT STEPHENS,

WEST FALKLAND.

Reference two foxes presented by Hamilton.
Afterglow will visit West probably next week. Please
telegraph arrangements most suitable for collecting

animals.
SECRETARY



Decode. 278yf 2&.

TELEGRAM.
From Mr......j......HQb.er.t.son, U,........

To....... .T-ha.-Colonial--Secretary.............

Despatched: 17th. April,

Received: 18th April,

192 8. Time : lo■30•

192 8. Time: 11.45.

Foxes housed, on Staats Island. Afterglow should.

proceed. Wed.d.ell first to get men to help catch and.

deliver them.

ROBERTSOU.



Decode.
278/26.

TELEGRAM.
From The....C.al.onial....Sa.cr.e.tary1

Mri -Ji--Robertson-,-- Port- Stephens.

Despatched-. 18th April,

Received :

192 Q. Time .-16.00.

192 Time:

ROBERTSON,

PORT STEPHEBS,

WEST FALKLAND.

(Lid Your telegram of 17th regret it is not possible

for Afterglow to collect foxes this voyage but will

communicate arrangements made latbr



FALKLAND ISLANDS.

Memo.

C.S. No

Departmental Number.

S.G.No. 99/28

Date. W.. ££?4A.». 1

From.. Magistrate ? South . Ge orgia.

rp Hon.Col.See., Stanley.

Reference
Numbers.

----- With reference to your telegram of the 4th inst.,

and. my reply of the following day regarding fox farming.

2. I have been approached, by several of the whaling

managers and. asked, to obtain the Government’s views on the

subject of the establishment of a fur fox industry in this
-J

Island..

3. Subject to expert opinion,in Norway,where the silver

fox is now extensively farmed it was proposed to bring out a

few pairs next season and breed them under control in this

Dependency.

4. The proposed company had wished to rent Mutton Island

in Strornness Bay and some acres of ground adjacent thereto,

and to fence this ground, off from the remainder of the Island.

5. The only information required was as to whether the

Government would have objected to renting the ground for this

purpose,if required,at a nominal rental,as if the industry 

proved successful an adequate revenue would be derived from 

a duty on the skins.

6. As,unfortunately,many of the\managers have sailed

before

matter

you have been able to reply to my telegram I fear the

will now have to be held ih\abeyance|

Magistn te.



^8

28th April, 1928.(Original filed in M.P, 102/27.)
xtract from letter from hr. J. Hamilton, of 

The receipt'.of. your letter No. • 112/28 of the
7th of April in which I am infoiTOed bf wis
Excellency the- Governor’s acceptance of the two
foxes- for. South' Georgia affords me much pleasure
and satisfaction and I am still further gratified

by His Excellency’s words of kindness and. en­
couragement in- the latter part of ‘the above .
communication.



Code.
278/26.

TELEGRAM.

From Mr...... J.. Robertson., Port... St ephen s.

To The. Colonial Secretary.

Despatched-. 13th May,

Received: 14th May,

1928. Time: 13.20.

1928. Time: 10.17.

SECRETARY,
PORTSTANLEY.

Impossible retain foxes indefinitely in

captivity please reply when same can be removed.

ID BERT SON.



DE Code.

TELEGRAM.

FromThe Colonial secretary.

To Mr. J. Robertson. port Stephens.

Despatched:

Received:

14th May 1928.
192 Time: 1200

192 Time:

RD3EBTS0N,

PORT STEPHENS.

iiJeny thanks for your telegram but regret
under present circumstances unable to make use of
foxes and in view of difficulties of collection
and transport suggest that you release them.

SECHET/J<Y.



GOVERNMENT HOUSE,

3 WILEY.

28th May, 1928.

islands.

Sir,
I have the honour to inform you that I have

had under consideration the question of the
introduction into South Georgia of the silver
fox with the view to the possible establishment
in that Dependency of the fox fur industry.

2. I have come to the conclusion that it is
not desirable that this Government should itself
actively participate in such an undertaking but
I think that it can well encourage private enter­
prise in this direction.

3. I would explain that the Magistrate, 3 rath
Georgia, has teen approached on th(fe|subiject by
several of the whaling managers who propose to
obtain expert advice in Norway, where the silver
fox is now extensively farmed,and'.to bring out a
few pairs next season for breeding under supervision

4. I have to ask therefore for your approval
in principle to the proposed 'establishment of the
industry and to the grant by this Government of
reasonable facilities to thoste'concerned. 3uch
facilities would take the forinj telmarlly of the
lease of suitable areas of land,;'for example Mutton

/Island
IGHT iIOuOUlviDLE



ad in Stromness Bay, at a small rental.
I have t.;e honour to be.

Sir,
Your most obedient,

humble servant,

ARNOLD HODSON





MINUTE.

From

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY, SOUrd GEORGIA

Stanley, Falkland Islands. 

action and to request that will report further on this matter 
in due course

for Colonial Secretary. 

(It is requested
that, in any refer­
ence to this minute,
the above Number
and the date may
be quoted).

by the Acting Governor to transmit to you a copy of a despatch,
No. 152 of the 28th of August, 1928, which has been received
from the Secretary of State, for your information and necessary 

the 16th of April, 1928, and to previous correspondence in
connection with fox farming at South Georgia, I am directed 

With reference to Lt.-Commdr. Alison’s Memo No. 99/28 of 

17th October, 1928.

To The. Magistrate., 



extract from letter from mr, j. robertsqn to the

ACTING GOVERNOR! DATED IQbh November, 1Q28.

The Foxes are doing well on Staabs island and increasing.



TELEGRAM.
„ - HAMILTON. MAGALLANES.
l<rom..............................

COLONIAL SECRETARY. STANLEY.
Io....................................

Despatched-.12th LI ar c h.

Received: 15th March.

192 9. 77/710 1800.

792 9 77/210 ■ -T , nNot stated.
Received C.S.O.

1200.

Will .you gamut permit importation four foxes telegraph 

reply respect(s)



ODE.

From....

To.. -*•

Despatched:

Received:

Your tele

condition

TELEGRAM.
...Stanley....

....■I’j.rn.i.l.t.Qn.t. legal l.ane3.,..........

IS th Ig'-’d' 192 q Time :- '■*"'— '-'J-— • »

192 Time:



Code.

TELEGRAM.

From ME,... ROBERTSON..... FOX BAY.

To -J„<H.E,...THE..G.0yER3.0R...STANLEY.

n , 20th A :ril. igo 9. Time: 2000.Despatched: w

Received: 21st April. 9. Tirite • 1030.

Regarding foxes in captivity Statts Islands have any

any arrahgements been made with Mr. Hamilton for collectionxf<

for transport to South Georgia or elsewhere.

ROBERTSON.

Hon. C.S.
Please put up with papers.

A.H.



f GOVERNMENT TELEGRAPH SERVICE.

FALKLAND ISLANDS AND DEPENDENCIES.

SENT.
Number Office of Origin Words Handed in at Date

24/4/29

To

ROBERTSOJT
FOX BAY

It is not proposed, at present a..'ter consultation with

Mr Hamilton that the Government should taice over any

foxes

SECRETARY

Time







Decode.

TELEGRAM.
From Colonial..Secretary.,

To  

Despatched-. 12th March, 192 30. Time:

Received: 192 Time:

Permission granted import six horses and eighteen

foxes subject usual conditions.

Secretary.



PORT

Foxes ,

We would

on November 23rd

and also if the

stands.

HOWARD*

WEST FALKLAND I BLAND i

D@cer.iber 4 th 1930

II.IPORTATION OF FOXES.

We,have up to the present been unable to get these

and are still endeavouring to do so.

be^lad to know if the permission given

1926^ .Reference No 278/26 still ho Ids s S00^i

rule regarding munber imported still

Sir,

Your obedient servant,

The Honourable,

Colonial Secretary,

Port Stanley.



278/26

11th December, so.

Sir,
With reference to your letter of the 4th of December,

I am directed by the Governor to inform you that the permission
contained in Llr. Ellisf letter of the 23rd of November, 1926,
to import foxes from Patagonia on to River Island (off River
Harbour) is still valid on the understanding that the number
of foxes introduced is limited to twelve pairs instead of
three as previously stated.

2. I am to request as in the former case that you will
report in due course, say at the end of twelve months, as to
the result of the experiment.

I am,
Sir,

Your obedient servant,

,r)y Colonial Secretary •

C. Pole Evans, Esq., J,p,,
Port Howard,

WEST FALKLAND.



EXTRACT OF LETTER FROM MR. J. HAMILTON.

Magallanes. July 7 th, 1931

The Honourable,
The Colonial Secretary,

STANLEYS

Sir,

I am glad to say the Chilean Government by
decree have again allowed the free exportation
of foxes and those which I had in keeping are
now being sent in the "Morven" under the permit
obtained from Stanley on a previous occasion.
The "Morven" goes direct to Fox Bay and afterwards
to Staat Island and Weddell.

I have the honour to be,
Your obedient servant,

(Sgd.) J. Hamilton.



Extract from Secretary of State’s despatch, No. 136
of the 18th of October, 1932, - Original filed in MtP»
181/32.

I enclose m this connection a copy of a note
Notoj^J^Z—
---- which has been prepared by one of the officers of the

"Discovery.” Committee which will be ..of assistance to
you in considering further the question of the
introduction of foxes into the Colony.

I have, etc.,

(SGD.) P. CDNLIFFE-LISTER.

governor,
SIR JAMES O’GRADY, K.C.M.G.,

&C., &0"



Two species of fox are commonly spoken of as inhabit­
ing Pataronia,

1. The "Little Fox4 dr perhaps "The Fox”
2. The "Monte Fox”, that is "Hill Fox”.
The nomenclature of the South -American foxes is

in some confusion but so far as I can make out the

following species are those named above.

1. The "Little” Fox is Pseudalopex griseus
length, head and body, 550mm.

do. skull........ 125mm.
2. The "Monte” Fox is Pseudaopex oulpaeus

length, head and body,70Omm
do skull.........165mm.

P. oulpaeus has a' skull considerably more strongly

developed than that of P. griseus and is obviously a
much more powerful animal, aS is suggested by the

statement which I have often heard that the "Little"

Fox will not attack sheep while the "’.fonte" Fox will

attack lambs at anyrate if not adult sheep.

Tie Common Fox.and the.Silver Fox are intermediate
in size between the two species named above.

• On Silver Fox farms the animals are contained by

a fence 6 ft. 6in. high, with an additional 3 ft. overt

hang on the inside and the methods of farming entail

constant supervision.

It may be that Mr. Evans intends to put foxes on

the island and to let them fend for themselves, a visit

being made from time to time for the purpose of killing
off superfluous stock; he may-have the hope that this

procedure would produce a little profit from an island
which is at present non-productive.

I do not consider that such a method, would succeed

unless steps were taken to ensure an adequate food-

supply for the animals.

Hutton/



Mutton is a-good food for foxes and could easily ■

be- Procured since cast sheep are abundant in the

Falklands. 'The provision of a food supply would-
probably also minimise any inclination to wander.

There would be little fear of the foxes spreading
to other islands in Falkland Sound since the tides run

strongly in that channel•
So far as the introduction of Silver Foxes is

concerned, it-might be advisable to inform Mr. Evans
that there is no chance of their succeeding witnout
constant attention and the provision of suitable
enclosures.

I can see no objection to the introduction of

the "Little" Fox (P» griseus) if steps are taken to

provide the animals with sufficient food.

(Signed) J. E. Hamilton,
10. 10. 52.



Port Stephens Station

West Falkland Islands.

22iid March, 1933,

Sir,
I have the honour to bring before His ExcellenoyTs

notice. That ! have been instructed by Mr. John Hamilton

to ask if he would kindly grant permission to allow him to

put Foxes on Weddell Island.

I have the honour to be,

Your obedient servant,

Sir,

The Honourable,

Colonial Secretary,

Stanley,



\ *

278/26

8th April

Sir
In reply to your letter of the 22nd of March,

1933, I am directed to inform you that Mr. John
Hamilton’s application to put foxes on Weddell island
is granted.

I am,
Sir,

Your obedient servant

Colonial secretary

J, ROBERTSON, ESC'., J.P.»
PORT STEPHENS J

WEST FALKLAND



(fl

No ,*275/26
Port Stephens Station

West Falkland Islands.

18th May, 1933.

Sir,

I have the honour to thank His Excellency the

Governor for granting Mr. John Hamilton’s application

to put Foxes on Weddell Island.

I am,

Sir,

Your obedient servant,

The Honourable,

Colonial Secretary

Stanley,



Decode.

TELEGRAM.
From Mr. Miller ..Magallanes.

To The Colonial Secretary, Stanley.

Despatched: 6th June, 19 33. Time: 1820

Received: 12 th June, 7%3. Time : 1100

Please telegraph care of Sheepfold I can obtain permission take

Sedge Island 16 foxes

MILLER.



Decode.

TELEGRAM.
PromThe Colonial Secretary.

To Mr. J. Miller, Magallanes.

Despatched: 13th June, 19 33. Time: 14.30.

Received: * * * 19 Time:

Permission granted, to put 16 foxes on Sedge Island provided

precaution taken to prevent them reaching East and West

Falkland.

COLONIAX SECRETARY.



Decode.

TELEGRAM.
From......Mr«....J.aines...M.iller.,...... .

To .....The... Colonial... Secretary.., Stanley •

Despatched-. 4th December, 19 S3. Time: 16.00

Received: 7th December, 19 33. Time: 11.00

Wish to obtain permission to land. 50 foxes more on Sedge I

James Miller.



Decode

TELEGRAM.
From THE....C.QL01il.AL...S.^.C.RF.TAB.YM...„—

To kill!. JR.....SHEEPFOLD .... .ILAGALLAIIES.^.

Despatched*. 11th December, 10 33. Time: 15.00

Received: 19 Time:

Your telegram of 4th December permission granted to put 50

Foxes on Sedge Island on same conditions as previously.

Secretary



Punta Loyola,
13th, AUgUSt-1934

Sir,
I have the honour to request permission to land, foxes on k

the following islands,

GOVERNOR ISLAND,

BEAVER.ISLAND,

QUAKER ISLAND,

PASSAGE ISLANDS,

SPLIT ISLAND.

All of which are my own property,

Trusting the above application will meet with the

approval of the Government,

I have the honour to be,

Sir,

your obedient servant.

THE HONOURABLE

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY

Stanley



(£)

30th August, 34.

Sir,
I am directed by the Acting Governor to

ahhnowiedge the receipt of your letter .of the

13th August, 1934, and to inform you that
permission is granted you to land foxes on
Governor, Beaver, ua-er, passage and Split Islands:.

I am,
sir,

Your obedient servant,

Acting Colonial Secretary.

J.. Hamilton, Ego.,
C/o. Hamilton & Saunders, Limited,

Punta Loyola,
AFGEHT izje republ ic ,



Decode.

TELEGRAM. 5+2
From....

To '.

Despatched: 3rd. T'arch, 19 36. Time: j

Received: 4th. ” 19 <’ Time :



Decode

TELEGRAM.
7'rom..Colonial...S.ecr.star'y.,............................

To Miller., ...C./Q...She.e.pi‘.Ql.d>..jMgall anes.

Despatched: 6 th T'arcli, 19 36. Time: •••

Received :........................................ .... 19 . . . Time : ...

Permission is granted to land on Sedge Island 20 C-uanacoi

and 4 pairs Slue loxes.
Colonial Secretary.



Decode.

TELEGRAM.
prom Mr..... Miller ......B.ip....(}.alleg.O3...........

To ...............C olonial Sec re tary.

Despatched-. 27th March, 79 36. Time 1000,

Received: 28th " jg ’’ Time: 1045.

Steamer Patagonia leaving for Fox Bay tohight.

Miller. '•



GOVERNMENT TELEGRAPH SERVICE.

FALKLAND ISLANDS AND DEPENDENCIES.

SENT.
Number Office of Origin Words Handed in at Date

28/3/36.

To DEPUTY COT T,FC TOT.

fox bay.

Steener Patagonia sailed from Magallanes for Fox Bay 27tii Maroh

Colonial Scoretar y.

Time


