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BRITISH MUSEUM (Natural History),

Cromwell Road,

London : S.W.
23. IV. 1920.

Dear Sir,
In reply to your letter (undated) forwarding for identification

a Bluebottle from the Falkland Is, I write to say that the fly is a
specimen of the Common (British) Bluebottle, which is known scientific­
ally as Calliphora erythrocephala, Mg. This is not the first time that
we have received this insect from the Falkland Is.; in 1913 Mr. R.
Vallentin sent us an example of it from West Falkland. The species
must have been introduced at some time or other, but* quite possibly
may have been established in the Falklands before 1878.

Since the fly is increasing in numbers, it is evident that
sufficient attention is not being paid to its breeding places. No
carrion or offal should be allowed to lie about, but should promptly
be destroyed by incineration; mere burial in loose earth will not
suffice to prevent the emergence of flies. Skins awaiting shipment
should be kept in screened buildings: if not required, they should
be destroyed by fire. The thorough screening of meat-stores with
wire gauze is very important; such screening however is useless unless
the only entrance and exit is a porch (preferably not less than ten
feet in length), provided at each end with a self-closing fly-proof
door, opening outwards. Large calibre fly-traps, such as .the Balfour
box-trap (see my pamphlet on "The House-Fly”, issued by this Museum,
p. 40), should be constructed in numbers and used wherever the Bluebottle
are abundant.

Insect enemies of the Bluebottle, such as the Ichneumon
known as Alysia manducator, undoubtedly exist, and one or other oft 
these might possibly be introduced with advantage. For information,

,and possible assistance in this connection, your best course would.be
|to Write to Dr.G.S.Graham-Smith, F.R.S. (c/o Prof.G.F.Nuttall,F.R.S.,
EQuick Laboratory, New Museums, Cambridge), who has devoted special

attention to the parasitic Hymenoptera, and is best qualified to
advise

would.be


advise you on the subject.

Yours faithfully,

Major.

Lt.-Col. T. R. St ."’Johnston,

. c/o Thewpyal Colonial Institute,

NorthuKjberland Avenue,

W.C\ 2.





Report.on the Subject, of Fly Destruction.

I.Stanley.

II.Camp

I.STANLEY.

The:places which offer.the most favourable breeding

grounds for Blowflies are.the slaughterhouses.
 immediate

Guarded traps should be placed in the*vicinity of.these places.

Offal. Each slaughterhouse should be provided with an inciner­

ator and those in charge of the establishments should be instruct­

ed to burn all those.parts of every animal which are not required

for food. This incineration should be.carried out on every occas­

ion immediately after slaughtering.is finished and should, include :

the burning of heads,trotters etc.

Cleanliness. The slaughterhouses should have an adequate supply

of fresh water for flushing and cleansing,operations which should

be:carried out at frequent intervals. The greatest care should

be.taken to keep the places and their surroundings clean and sanit­

ary.

Rhivate .Houses, The system of ashpits. should be abolished,but

if such a step is not practicable householders should be instructed

to place.animal or vegetable matter,not.in.the ashpits,but in separ­

ate receptacles which should be dealt with by the Sanitary Author­

ities in the Government Incinerator.

.In addition to actual organic refiuse .empty tins

bottles,etc.which have contained food should be burnt,they should
therefore.
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therefore.be placed in the:special-receptacles for animal and veget-

able waste*

Meat Safest All meat safes should be kept in sound condition an«^

scrupulously clean* A ribbon pattern fly-paper should be kept fib.

eacA*

Ingeneril.no opportunity.should be lost of killing flies

the practice:of "swatting" them should be.inaugurated and fly-papers

should be used wherever possible*

.II.CAMP.

Action by - residents in the camp and on. the same lines, is

recommended* We would draw attention to.the point.that the:com­

mon practice of throwing carcasses (of birds as well as sheep) yheads^

etc.on the :beach and ofpermitting bones to lie about, in the settle-?

ments,is almost certain to provide . suitable breeding places for flies

All such residues should be burnt*

We pould particularly recommend that all Arsenic.Traps

should be placed well out of the reach of childern and domestic ani­

mals,and that they should bi .well guarded*

Two spemimen traps are at present being prepared by the

Public Works Department;when they have been, tried a-report will be

Colonial Surgeon*

Government Naturalist*

therefore.be
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