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Extract from minutes of meeting of Executive Council
held on the 25th of May, 1928,

It was agreed that the matter of the controlling

of the numbers of wild geese was one which concerned the

farmers primarily and that no action was called for in

this connection on the part of the Government.

Clerk of The Exectitive Council.
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I FALKLAND ISLANDS.

. t .4DP. J4-.. :Date.

C.S. No........... Sr

Memo.

Manager Experimental Farm
11 From...........................................................

m Hon: Colonial Secretary.
To............................................................

Reference
Numbers.

Sir •

trial.

During conversation with MreEva>ns of the West Falk

lands, J discussed what hopes he could hold out as to 

growing crops' here. He assured me unless some means of

coping with the Wild Goose Pest that it would be very hard

Both him and I would like trying what could be don

with Phosphorus Poisioning and would like very much if the

Stock Dept; would procure some so that we could give it a 

Your obedient servant.



-■ \ ■ : . ) - . ..

G OV ERL^i  ̂T HOU SE,

STANLEY,
FamAND-ISLANDS.
~ , 17th June, 1927.
naU^-^ - ■ ■ ■

Sir,
I have the honour to inform you that the

problem of the wild geese in the Falkland Islands

from the point of vievz of the amount of grass

consumed by then in a country dependent almost

entirely on its sheep pastures has for sane years
past exercised the attention of this Government
and of local farmers.

2. A proposal has been put up to me since

my arrival in the Colony that steps should be

taken to poison the wild geese by the use of
stick phosphorus. To this proposal I am
naturally opposed both on general and humanitarian

grounds and also on the score of the waste of a

potential asset.
3. While in the Argentine on my way to the

Falkland Islands I was struck with the great con­
sumption among the wealthy class of pate de foie
gras, which as is vzell known is made from the
liver of a goose, and during my stay at Bahia
Blanca I had occasion to remark the existence in

that city of a modern factory for the preserving

of meats, pastes:, and similar foodstuffs.
4. It has occurred to ihe therefore that

there might be a possible outlet for the

superfluous/

SIB MALCOM ROBERTSON, K.B.E., C.M.G.,

ETC., ETC., ETC-.



superfluous wild geese in the Falklandi^S^MB

by their slaughter for the manufacture by some
locally established firm of pate de foie gras
and potted wild goose meat.

5. I have to ask you to be so good as to
infom me what demand there is in the Argentine
for pate de foie gras from outside sources, at
what price approximately it is sold, and whether
you consider that there is any nossibility of
the development of a trade in the commodity
between the Colony and the Argentine.

I have the honour to be,
Your Excellency’s most

obedient, humble servant,

ARNOLD HODSON.



GOVERN E1T

ZALKL/iND ISLANDS.
No, 106._________

STANLEY,
17th June, 1927

I have the honour to forward for your
Infomation a copy of a despatch which I have

addressed to His Britannic Majesty’s Ambassador
at Buenos Aires relative to the possibility of

the development of a trade between the Colony and
the Argentine in pate de foie gras to be
manufactured locally from the liver of the wild
goose common in the Falkland Islands.

I have the honour to be

Your most obedient,
humble servant

ARNOLD HODSON.

THE RIGHT HONOURABLE

L • C • d AMERY, P.O

SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES.



gb. 187/27. MINUTE.
(It is requested

that, in any refer­
ence to this letter.
the above Number
and the date may
be quoted).

23rd June ,.......... 19 27

From To The Manager,

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY, Experimental Farm,—

Stanley, Falkland Islands. ...........ANSON.________•

With reference to your memo, of the 22nd of
April, 1927, regarding the necessity for the reduction
of the number of wild geese in the Colony, I am directed
by the Governor to inform you that His Excellency is
not prepared at any rate at present to approve the
proposed poisoning of wild geese by phosphorus.

Acting Colonial Secretary.



^0.187/27, MINUTE.
(It is requested

that, in any refer­
ence to this letter.
the above Number
and the date may
be quoted).

23rd June., 19 27

From Ta The Chief Inspector of stock

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY, STANLEY.

Stanley, Falkland Islands. 

With reference to your minute of the 13th of
June, 1927, in M.P. 187/27, I am directed bv the
Governor to attach a copy of a memo, which has been
addressed to the Manager of the Experimental Farm on
the subject of the proposed destruction of wild geese
by phosphorus poisoning.

Acting Colonial Secretary.



factory in the Falkland Islands, nor did he consider
it likely that any other firm would be interested, as it
would not be a paying proposition. He thought that the
best policy wquld be for Your Excellency to endeavour
to persuade some firm to undertake to .shoot the wild
geese and then to freeze them and ship them either to
Argentina, the United States or Great Britain, preferably
the last-named, where there might be a market for frozen
wild geese. On this point I am, of course, unable to
express an opinion. The undertaking would, in any case,
depend upon whether suitable shipping facilities exist
with cold storage accommodation.

I have the honour to be,
Sir,

Your Excellency's obedient,
x humble servant,



BRITISH EMBASSY.
BUENOS AIRES.

July 14th,1927.

Sir,
I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of

your despatch No.187/27 of June 17th, enquiring regarding
the market for "pate de foie gras11 in the Argentine Repu­
blic in connection with the possible utilization of the
wild geese of the Falkland Islands.

2. I have caused enquiries to be made of one of the
leading cold storage firms here, Messrs Swift. They
inform me that they manufacture here large quantities of
"Pate de fQie".which is sold in small tins at the cheap
rate of twenty centavos per tin of ninety grannies. , I

6£ulr have the honour to enclose a sample. This product is-
jjaVal'SlJ, not, of course, manufactured from goose livers but from

the livers of the animals slaughtered at the firm’s
"frigorifico". The genuine "pate de fols gras" is mainly
a French product, made in Strasburg and Perigord, and the
geese are specially treated, being kept in a dark room
which causes their livers to expand. The market for
the French product is very limited, owing to its high
price which is augmented by high customs duties. Thus
the prospects for the sale here of wild goose liver paste
from the Falkland Islands are unfavourable.

3. The manager of the "Frigorifico" Swift stated
that his Company would not be interested in erecting a

factory

His Excellency
Major Arnold Hodson C.M.G.,

Governor of the Falklan® Islands,
Government House,

Stanley.



< IHF 3
• GOVERNMENT HOUSE,

STANLEY,
FALKLAND ISLANDS. 22nd August, 1927.,
No. 187/27.

Sir,
I have the honour to acknowledge the

receipt of your despatch of the 14th of July,
1927, on the subject of the possible utilization
of the wild geese of the Falkland Islands for
the manufacture of p&te de foie gras and to
thank you for the interest which you have been
good enough to show in this matter and also for
the sanple tin of the n£te de foie gras
manufactured in the Argentine which you so
kindly sent together with your despatch under
reply.

2. I am disappointed naturally to learn
that there is little or no prospect of any firm
in the Argentine considering the proposal of
entering this business in the Colony and as you
suggest I am turning my attention to the
possibility of starting a trade in the wild geese
frozen for export.

3. I am sending a copy of your despatch and
pit this despatch to the Secretary of State for
the Colonies.

I have the honour to be,
Your Excellency’s most

obedient, humble servant,

‘ \ ' "'L ? ARNQ§0 HODSON.
SIR MALCOLM ROMRJTSG)^ K.B.E., C.M.G.,

ETC., . ETC. , ETC.

I



e I 'llff 0
GOVERNMENT HOUSE,

STANLEY 9
FALKLAND ISLANDS.

22nd August, 1927.
No, 156,________ .

Sir,
With reference to my despatch, No. 106 of

the 17th of June, 1927, on the subject of the
proposed utilization of the wild geese of the
Falkland Islands for the manufacture of o£te de
foie gras. I have the honour to transmit, for

Tn dwnlicatft.- your information, copies of further correspond­
ence exchanged in this connection between the
Ambassador at Buenos Aires and myself.

2. You will see that Sir Malcolm Robertson
considers that it is unlikely that any firm in
the Argentine would be interested in the proposal
and suggests that alternatively it might be
possible to start a trade in the wild geese 1
frozen for export.

3. I shall explore this latter avenue and
if it appears to lead to any feasible outlet shall
not fail to address you further in due course.

I have the honour to be,
Sir;,

Your most obedient,

humble servant,

ARNOLD HODSON.

■ 'I •.

THE right honourable ’ %
t. C. Ju. 8. AMERY, P.O., M.P.,

SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES. (



From His Excellency the Governor

to The Honourable the Colonial Secretary.



iwirx?

8th November,

Sir,
I am directed by the Governor to attach

herewith for your information a copy of a despatch
addressed by His Excellency to the British Ministe
at Buenos Aires on the subject of the possible
utilization of the wild geese of the Falkland

Islands.
I am,

Sir,
Your obedient servant,

A, Colonial Secretary*
. ijv i

: .•! l/ ' .

HON. H.II.R. GRESIbUI, i/I.E.C*. M.L.C., J.P.,



(INCORPORATED BY ROYAL CHARTER 1851.)

AGENT FOR LLOYDS.

1 Obh. November, 1927/.^

AGENTS FOR
THE PACIFIC STEAM NAVIGATION COMPANY.

elegrams.’fleetwing portstanley’Ii* RADIO.

REGISTERED 1902.

Sir,

I beg bo inform you bhab I

following cable from Mr Roberb

Blake and. Co.Lbd.,Hill Cove:-

have bhis d.ay received, bhe

Blake,of Messrs Holmsbed.,

"Beg Governor wibhhold. prohibibion phosphorous geese

"poisoning pending receipb my lebber bo him. lele-

"graph posibion. Roberb Blake."

Ii am,

Sir,

Manager.

Your obedienb servanb,

Tjie Honourable

The Colonial Secrebary.

Sbanley.



■ With 'reference to.your letter of the 10th of

November, 1937,. ocwainloating a ■ telegram.-.roapivod

.'••■■ from Mr. ;Itobe»t Blake of Messrs Hblmsted, Blak® and.

Company, Ltd., on ths subjsot.-'of ths destruction.of

wild gee's® 'by poison, la® directed. by thC Gcvomo
to'inform you, in oohfibaatlan of our -telephone

'ebnversation on th® 16th Inst., that ths 1)111 ,v?hibh
has 'been-props-irod in -this oomeotion ia -Wing print'

for circulation to.ail.Mrra Owners and Mamgers. in

the (felony and will not bo introduced Into th® /
Log 1 s lat Ivo Coiino 11 unt 11 affipib t las lias te * ?n al 1 d.'f

for its oonsidemticn.

Th®. LiiTuigurj
Tio jaikland Islands Company, Ltd*,

Stanley.



TELEGRAM.

From.. . T110 Colonial Secretary,

To Mr. H.W. Gobb, Fox Bay.

Despatched-, g^g^ November, 192 7. Time: 18.30.

Received: 192 Time;• • • • • • • • • • • •

COBB,
FOX BAY.

WEST FnJJGaAND

His Excellency would be most grateful
if you irould kindly arrange for three brace
of wildgeese to be sent to the British Minister
Montevideo by Flourus leaving you about November
27th. I hate to give you all this trouble.



DE Code.
187/27

TELEGRAM.

Fox.Bay...
The Colonial Secretary.

To.'....... -........ -....... ........ ........... - ....

Despatched: 23rd November, 192 T Time:Q,(X)

Recei^d: 23rd November, 192 7. Time .10.40.

COLONIAL SECRETARY,
PORT STANLEY.

Geese will be put on board as requested.

COBB.

C.S. Form 1. 115. 8/5/27. 1,000.







TELEGRAM.

From Ills Excellency the Governor,

To H.3.M.’s Minister, Montevideo.

Despatched,-. 16th December, . Time: 12.00

Received.: 292 Time:

PRODROME,
MONTEVIDEO.

<■—'"’Your letter December 5th shall be pleased
to put up Mamblas at Government House till end of
January when I leave for Antarctic.

GOVERNOR



Mark’s Barn,
Crewkerne.

Sir,

The question of the damage done by wild geese to

the pastures of the Falkland Islands has been raised many

times during the past 20 or 50 years, and. is again to the

fore in view of the diminished carrying capacity of land

in the Colony.

2. It is universally admitted that wild geese are a

Mpestt! ; various Governors on their arrival in the Colony

have demurred to this, but after a year or so of residence,

have been forced to admit it.

5* Sheepfarmers have attempted to deal with the matter

by shooting geese, and for some years paid their men 10/-

per 100. Some thousands have been disposed of in this

way, and shooting was inexpensive when effected by means of

the .22 rifles, the ammunition for which was cheap. Rifle

Clubs had been e. stablished on nearly every sheep station,

but in 1908 a gun license tax was imposed, and these clubs

dropped out of existence. In order to continue keeping

geese down as much as possible, sheepfarmers supplied their

men with ordinary shot gun cartridges at cost price, but of

late years the cost of these per 100, landed in the Colony,

has amounted to 10/- and probably more, so that unless the

men were sure of killing more than one bird with every cartridge,

they were out of pocket, especially as they had to pay their

annual gun license.

Representations were made to the Government, and

the cost of destroying geese was defrayed from the Stock Fund.

This fund was made up by what was then a voluntary tax paid

by the farmers - therefore they were paying for geese destruction 

but the advantage was that it was equalised. Some farms are



more devastated, by geese than others, and. some farmers

took no steps to keep the geese down, and. their neighbours

suffered, considerably.

4* The condition of the pastures and the diminished carry­

ing capacity of the land was becoming so marked that in 1924

a special investigation was carried out by Mr Munro, Principal

District Inspector of Agriculture in New Zealand, whose

services were lent by the New Zealand Government.

In his Report (page 43) Mr Munro writes:-

"I am of opinion that a substantial reduction in

the number of wild geese is highly desirable and

would be very beneficial to the farm industry.

While fully appreciating their value as a supple­

mentary food, as well as from the point of view

as a sportsman, I am convinced that when consider­

ed in their relationship to the sheepfarming in­

dustry of the Colony they constitute, in their

present numbers, a pest and they should be treated

as such.

I suggest that the money which the Government

is at present paying for the destraction of wild

geese would be more advantageously expended on

experimental work, and that in place of continuing

the present system legislation should be enacted

providing that farmers must destroy wild geese on

their land to the satisfaction of the Chief Inspector

of Stock.

Farmers can destroy geese at little cost and

without Government assistance, whereas they cannot

carry out the experimental work which is necessary

in their own interests to any advantage. In any

case a large proportion of the geese for which Govern­

ment pays under the present system would be destroyed 



in the ordinary course of events for food and

sport. I recommend . that experiments he carried

out with a view to destroying’ geese with poisoned

grain. I am of opinion that this can he done

effectively and with practically no danger to

stock, provided reasonable care is taken. I co in­

sider phosphorus the most suitable poison for the

work. ”

5* Acting upon this recommendation I obtained,

from the, New Zealand Department of Agriculture7^ Bulletin

No.Ill (February 1924) the directions for using the poison,

and sent to the Colony a special boiler and a supply of phos­

phorus. Recent advices from the Colony state that Your

Excellency has forbidden this poisoning - we have not been

informed what are the grounds of the prohibition, nor what

Ordinance or Regulation it would infringe. It is only

reasonable to suppose that had there been any regulation or

law prohibiting phosphorus poisoning, Mr MunroTs attention

would have been drawn to it when drafting his Report. Even

if he had not been made aware of such, the then Governor

would presumably have either eliminated that part of the

Report before publication, or would have repealed any legis­

lation that prohibited poisoning.

6. Assuming that it is admitted that the number of geese

must be kept down, the question resolves itself into one of

method. Mr Munro must have given this careful consideration,

and his reasoned conclusion is quite definitely stated. We

therefore hope that before any le gislation is introduced, there

should be a further reference to Mr Munro.

7* The following passage from the "Pastoral Review" of

September 16 th last (page 838) tends to show that phosphorus.

poisoning must be largely practised in New Zealand, and that



there can be no danger to stock, or in fact any other objection

to its use.

"The rabbit pest which for many years past has

been a serious menace to the dairy farmers and

property holders along the West coast of the

Wellington province is gradually being eradicated.

Departmental Inspectors report that farms which

a few years ago carried thousands of rabbits are

almost clear of the pest. Improved farming

methods, a realisation by the farmer of the

quantity of feed rabbits consume, and the more

general use of phosphorus poison; are stated to

be.responsible for the improvement."

8. In the meantime farmers ought to continue thinning out

geese, and some help would be afforded by foregoing the gun tax.

9- I would ask your Excellency’s attention to the discrep-

ano^between the view taken by the Government of New Zealand on

babbits on the one hand, and that of the Falkland Islands on

geese on the other, both being admittedly pests. In New

Zealand phosphorus poisoning is advocated by the Government;

in the Falkland Islands it is proposed to prohibit it. We

must assume that the reason for this can only be the danger to

human and animal life, and I beg that your Excellency, before

taking a step so prejudicial to the main industry of the Colony,

will cause enquiries to be made as to the effect of phosphorus

poisoning in New Zealand, when I believe that you will find that

it has not even been responsible for the life of a dog, far less

for that of a single human being. if there has been any danger

surely the New Zealand Government would have prohibited it long

ago. The general opinion is that six geese consume as much grass

as one sheep, and the former only eat the best of the grass.

I am, Sir,

Your Excellency’s obedient Servant,

Excellency, r
The Governor,

Falkland Islands.



‘2_&

JODE.
TELEGRAM.

Received:

Despatched-. 2nd January,

From The Colonial Secretary

192 .... Time:

19$. Time: 13.00.

To ... Mr .3. Miller, Hill Cove, We st Fe Ikland.

MILLER,
HILL COVE, V/EST FALKLAND.

His Excellency lias no objection to your
conducting experiments on limited scale for
destruction of wild geese by phosphor poisoning
but would' be glad if you will furnish me with a
full report on the experiments. In particular it
is desired to know whether the geese are caused
suffering and whether other birds or animals are
affected.

SECRETARY.



Code. 187/27.

TELEGRAM.

From Mr. S.....Mi.ller, Hill...Gdv.e, We st Falkland

To The colonial Se cretary.

Despatched: 3rd January, 192 8. Time: 20.30.

Received: 4th January, 192 8. Time: 10.30.

COLONIAL SECRETARY,
PORT STANLEY.

Thank His Excellency for allowing me to
experiment' on geese will wire fully particulars
after trying.

MILLER.

:.S. Form 1. 115. '8/5/27. 1,000.



% 3?

case ample time will be allowed for consideration of
any bill which may be introduced into the Legislative
Council in this connection.

3. I am to state, however, that considerable
diversity of opinion appears to exist as to whether
wild geese are a pest or a benefit to the areas which
they frequent and as to the extent of their depredations,
and that without any desire to cast aspersions oh Mr.
Munro’s knowledge or experience it is open to. question
whether.his-conclusions and recommendations on this
subject can be unreservedly adopted and followed.

4. I an to add .that your suggestion in the matter?
of the abolition of the charge for annual licences for
guns will also receive full consideration.

5. In conclusion I am to assure you of.His
Excellency’s very earnest desire in all ways to further
the true interests of the sheep-farming industry in
this. Colony-,

I am

Your obedient servant

Colonial Secretary.



187/27

7th January, 28.

Sir,

I. am directed by the Governor to acknowledge the
receipt of your letter oh the subject of the danage
done by wild geese to the pastures in the Colony and
to say that the whole subject is continuing to receive
His Excellency’s close and personal attention. In
the meantime your Manager at Hill Cove has been
informed by telegram that there is no objection to
his conducting experiments in the, d1struction of wild
geese by the use of poisoned grain and has been
requested to furnish me in due course for His Excell­
ency’s information with a report as to the results of
his experiments, attention being given more especially
to the two points which follow

(i) Whether the geese are painlessly destroyed
by this method :

(li) Whe'ther other forms of animal or bird life
are endangered by such use of poison.

2. I am to add that no legislation will be
introduced prohibiting the use of poison for this
purpose except after due consultation with the Owners
or Managers of Farms in the Colony and that in any

case /

R. BLAKE, ESQ.,
MARK’S BARN,

CREWKERNE.



FALKLAND ISLANDS.

A Bill
Further to Declare the Law relating to

the Preservation of Wild Animals and Birds.

BE IT ENACTED by the Governor of the Colony of the
Falkland Islands, with the advice and consent of the Legislative
Council thereof as follows

1. It shall not be lawful for any person to use or to cause
or to allow to be used poison in any form whatsoever for the purpose
of killing or of attempting to kill any wild animal or bird.

2. Any person who shall be convicted of an offence under
this Ordinance shall be liable to a fine not exceeding one hundred
pounds or to imprisonment for a term not exceeding six months or
to both such penalties.

This Ordinance may be cited as the “Wild Animals and Birds
Preservation Ordinance, 1927.”

Title.

Enacting Clause.

Use of poison for the
purpose of killing any
wild animal or bird
unlawful.

Penalties.

Short title.



Circular letter as in Bed addressed to the following:

East Falkland.
the EhlklandThe Manager of

Islands Co. Ltd.
Hon. G. J. Felton,
Hon. G. Bonner,
C. Andreasen, Esq..,
R. Greenshields, Esq.,
A. Pitaluga, Esq.,
J. Robson, Esq.,
J. Cletheroe, Esq.,
C. Bender, Esq.,
D. R. Smith Esq.,
A. ritaluga, Esq.,
T. G. Slaughter, Esq.
Hon. Sec. Sheep Breeders

Assodation-

Stanley.
Teal Inlet.

San Carlos, South.
San Carlos, North.
Douglas Station.
Salvador.
Port Louis, North.
Bluff Cove.
Moody Valley.
Johnson’s Harbour.
Rincon Grande.

J.P. Darwin.

Stanley,
West Falkland.

S. Miller, Esq. J.P* T „ Hill Cove.
R.C.Pole-Evans, Esq. J.P., Port Howard.
H. V. Cobb, Esq., Fox Bay ?ast.
H. Clanent, Esq.,J.P* Roy Cove.
S. Shannon, Esq., Spring Point.
W.H.Luxton, Esq. J.P. The Chartres.,
J.Robertson, Esq. J.P. Port Stephens.
M. Robson, Esq., J.P. Fox Bay West.

Islands

A.M.Bonner, Esq.,
J. Coutts, Esq.,
J.Hamilton, Esq.,
Ito. F. Scott,
C. C. Wessell, Esq.,
J. Hansen, Esq.,
A. E. Felton, Esq., J.P.
R. N. Bound, Esq.,
A. G. Barton, Esq,
Mrs. H. Ricketts,

Bleaker Island.
Lively Island.
Weddell Ilsand.
New Island.
Passage & Split Is.
Carcass Island.
West Point Island.
Saunders Island.
Pebble Island.
Sea Lion Islands.



No. 187/27. Colonial Secretary’s Office,
Stanley, Falkland Islands,

24th January, 1928.

Sir,
I am directed by the Governor to invite your attention to the Bill fur 1116 2?

to declare the Law relating to the Preservation of wild Animals and Birds,
a copy of which is attached, and to request that you will furnish me with
such criticism and suggestions as you may have to make on the subject
and on the provisions of the Legislation proposed.

I am to add that it is not intended to proceed with the introduction
of this Bill before the Legislative Council until sufficient time shall have
been allowed for the receipt of replies to this letter, a copy of which is
being addressed to all the Farmers in the Colony.

The Manager,

I am Sir,
Your obedient Servant,

J. M. Ellis,
Colonial Secretary.









187/27.

3rd February, 28

Jit M P

Sir,
I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of

your letter of the 25th of January, 1928, and to
thank you for the expression of your views put
forward therein.

2. I an to say with reference to the destruction
of the Red Breasted Starling (Trupialis falklandicus)
that the matter of the repeal of the Order of His
Excellency the Administrator in Council, dated the
13th of September, 1920, to which you refer in your
letter, will be brought up for consideration at an

early date.

I an,
Sir,

Your obedient servant,

p 1

Colonial Secretary.

A. E. FELTON, ESO., J.P.,
WEST POINT ISLAM),

WEST FALKLAND.



3lp



j^alkland Islands Slieep Breeders Association.

Telegraphic Address—
* Oraum,” Stanley.

Code—Bentleys.

PORT STANLEY,
FALKLAND ISLANDS.

Sehniary.... 3r..d..........19
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Mark's Barn,
Crewkerns, Somerset.

March 22nd 1928.

Sir,
I beg to thank you for your letter of January 7th on

the subject of geese, and for the information that Messrs
Holmested Blake & Company's Manager at Hill Cove may carry
out experiments in poisoning, also that he has been asked
to report the results to His Excellency the Governor.

2. I am aware that opinions do differ amonget farmers as
to the need for reducing the number of geese; I have indeed
heard it seriously argued that old toothless sheep would
die in the winter if it were not for the excreta of geese,
but it is needless to point out that such sheep only
cumber the ground and are better dead than alive.

3. Those who have carefully watched geese feeding must
have noticed that they never touch coarse grasses, but
always the finest and most flourishing, which are just the
grasses most needed for the welfare of all sheep stock,
especially lambs. It is said that six geese consume as much
grass as one sheep, and this is probably somewhat near the
mark, for allowing 50 lbs as the average weight of a sheep
and 5 lbs that of a goose, it follows that ten geese would
consume as mftoh as one sheep. Consequently where geese can
be killed, not by the hundred but by the thousand, it must
be to the benefit of all stock to keep them down.

It is possible that the East Falkland is not so over-run
with geese as we are in some parts of the West, which has
many small Islands to the westward, habited and Uninhabited,
Geese breed very freely on these Islands, and in January
and February when their wings are strong, fly across to the
main!and of the West Falkland. I do not advocate compulsory



poisoning, but only that it should not be prohibited where
the number of geese is very excessive. In suoh districts
geese are a pest as they consume much grass that is really
wanted for sheep. If at Hill Cove we had not to deal with
geese which come from neighbouring breeding grounds we
should hardly need to use poison, and even when poisoning
is used, it is possible to do so only in certain places
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where geese congregate largely, that is where grass is
particularly to their taste.

4. It will be a great boon if the tax is taken off minia­
ture rifles; small bird§ are not shot with these, but for
their sake it would not be advisable to discontinue the
tax on shit guns.

5. It would be much more equitable if the practice were
revived of meeting the cost of reducing the number of geese
from the public funds, for at present some farmers do not
pay for geese killed, and their beaks are passed over to a
neighbour who will pay. The farmers would in the end be
really meeting the cost themselves, and the expense would
be equitably distributed. I trust that His Excellency will

** consider this point.
I am,

Sir,
Your obedient servant,

The Honourable
The Colonial Secretary,

Sort Stanley,
Falkland islands
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Falkland Islands Sheep Breeders Association.

Telegraphic Address—
" Ornum,” Stanley.

Code—Bentleys.

PORT STANLEY,
FALKLAND ISLANDS.
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