
14 15

|~MAT/FAU/3 # 1oJ

PROPOSED FORMATION OF NATURAL HISTORY CENTRE.



NHC/1.

memorandum

Education Colonial Secretary,
Stanley.

26. 5. 51.

?2iB£51-.Sjstory^centre

!• Attached are details of a proposed Natural HisO^try
Centre - the establishment of which I mentioned to H. E.
on May 2Uth.

2. Dr. Hamilton who has helped me in the drawing up
of the paper is willing to serve on the Committee.
None of the tthers - except Mrs. Cawkell - have been
approached.

S. of E.

29MAY195I
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PR2P2§AL_FOR_THE_FORMATION_OF_A_NATURAL_HISTORY_CENTRE

The Falkland Islands and their Dependencies are of
considerable zoological and botanical importance and are
likely to attract much attention in the future. It is
therefore desirable that some organisation should exist
in Stanley which can be a centre for ecological, botanical.
and zoological research.

I have discussed this matter with Drs. Hamilton and
Sladen and we suggest the formation of a Natural History
Centre.

Its functions would be: 

a. To carry out enquiries with the help of volunt­
ary workers into the status of mammals, birds and
plants in the islands and the Dependencies. The
mapping of sea-bird colonies and so forth. Collecting.

|There would be close co-operation with F.I.D.S.

k mvu. _ b. To carry out scientific enquiries into the
activities of allegedly harmful animals.

J. /=• The ringing of birds.
ihn To make suggestions for the preservation of

certain species in danger of extermination and
recommending of certain areas as sanctuaries.
e. To help in the establishment of a museum in
Stanley and the identification of specimens.

./This would entail close co-operation with the
British Museum.

,f. To act as a liaison with other scientific
k bodies and museums.

g. To act as a centre to which visiting scientists
Z could turn for information.

h. To act as a centre for the reception and distribution
Z of information on local animals and plants.

f *-|i. To act as a receiving centre for documents, books,
r..- iu. ibyU. ^reports - as those of t he Discovery - notes, photographs,

£} % etc. , which could be made available to genuine workers.
j. To act as a centre through which papers could,
very occasionally, be published. E. g. a simple local

‘'guide to pbhts or a guide book to local birds.
k. To encourage by every possible means local interest

Z in Natural History.

The name suggested for the centre is kis shosen to
show that the main interest
connection in the name with

is in living things. Too close
the Museum suggests corpses.



2

The N. H. C. would have to receive Government support
as does the Broadcasting Committee. It would require
no paid clerical assistance, nor would any of its
members receive remuneration. It would, however,
require a certain amount of stationery and a few

j periodicals - "Nature","Discovery". It might be
* &k.t "•* possible to purchase these through Education Funds.

, dart. figUC.----------- - ' ~ ~ '

FcStorage space for documents could, for the time

,, ' ' being, be found in my house if a few more shelves were
We <uv><

- erected in the spare room.

The following Committee is suggested:

Chairman: z Mr. E.M. Cawkell

z Dr. Hamilton >
Mr. K. Lei Iman (M-Olu/a u»u be

z Mr. H. Bennett ’
Mr. F. Elliot
Mr. Tilbury
Ex officio - any visiting scientists

attached to FIDS.
Hon. Sec. Mrs . E. M. Cawkell.

11 JUN1951
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From: The Colonial Secretary,

b
l^fc-June, 51 •

To: Superintendent of Education,

STANLEY.

Natural History Centre.

With reference to your Memorandum NHC/1 of
the 26th of May, 1951, regarding the proposed
establishment of a Natural History centre, I am
directed to inform you that the Governor is very
much in favour of such a project, but feels that
it should be based on the Museum, which is a
permanent institution and that the Chairman of
the Natural History Centre might well be the
Honorary Curator of the Museum. His Excellency
feels that any activity of this nature needs to
be linked to something with permanent toots in
the Colony otherwise its chances of survival,
once the moving spirit has moved elsewhere, are
slight. In regard to the composition of the
Committee His Excellency appreciates your reason
for including Mr. Tilbury but suggests that
Mr. J. Browning, Sealing Officer, might be
just as suitable and would keep local people
and expatriates evenly balanced. His Excellency
also feels that the inclusion on the Committee
of Camp Members such as Mr. Napier for the West
Falklands and Mr. Cameron for the East might be
very helpful, as both these gentlemen are keenly
interested in the wild life of the islands. You
might also care to consider the inclusion of
Mr. J.P. Oliver the Agricultural Officer. Finally
the Governor states that care must be taken not
to trespass on the preserves of F.I.D.S. and the
Scientific Bureau.

2. I am to inform you that subject to the
following queries His Excellency approves of the
proposed functions of the Committee:-

b. Who is to carry out the scientific enquiries?

i. Who is to pay for the various documents,
reports etc.

Your suggestion that stationery and publications might
be purchased from Education funds will not be practicable,
but Government, with the approval of the Finance
Committee, might be able to make a small sub-vention.

(Sgd) Michael R. Raymer

COLONIAL SECRETARY.

W



NHC/2.

Education

MEMORANDUM

Colonial Secretary,
Stanley.

19. vi. 51.

Natural history Centre

1. Reference your memoL 1U15 of 15th June on the a/m
subject.

2. Whilst*I agree that the N. H. C. should, for the sake
of permanence, be based on the Museum I feel that if we

• wait until the Museum gets going we shall never get
anywhere.

3. From what I can see there is a reluctance on the part
”, of the Town Council to proceed with the'Museum project.

I offered assistance several weeks ago but have heard no
more about it. 1

U. I would, therefore, suggest that, the N. H. C. be formed
at first apart from the Museum but witii every intention
that it whould eventually become part of the Museum, which
should certainly be its H. Q. I am quite prepared to act
as Hon. Curator of the Museum but feel that I could do this
only if I knew that the Town Council was willing to co­
operate. Surely, if we get the N. H. C. running, with a good
number of local people helping, then*the value of having
a museum both for the display of specimens, Falkland crafts,
relics and so forth and as a focal point for all work in
connection with the Natural History of the Falklands,
will follow.

5. As regards the constitution of the Committee I admit
that the omission of Camp members was a blunder and
agree entirely with H. E. that Messers. Cameron and Napier
should be members. I would, too, suggest the inclusion
of Mrs. Hansen from Carcass who is a first-rate ornithologist
and no mean botanist. I do not know Mr. Browning, but as
someone from the Sealing Station is obviously desirable,
he could well take the place of Mr. Tilbury. The A. 0. should
of course, be a member*

6. There would be no poaching on the preserves of FIDS or
the Scientific Bureau as we are not concerned with the
Dependencies, but I feel - as I suggested many months ago -
that cooies of FIDS photographs should go in the Jocal
Museum.

7. With reference to H.E’s. queries, it is quite possible
to carry out enquiries on scientific lines without everyone
taking part being a trained scientist. In England we have
had the Red Squirrel Enquiry, the Wood Ant Enquiry, the Heron
and Fulmar Censuses, the Enquiry into the Little Owl, the
Rook Enquiry, the Lapwing Enquiry, all carried out on a



national scale with practically no aid from scientists,
and all producing information of the greatest economic A
importances especially in the case of the rook and
little owl, I understand that enquiries are now on
foot into the activities of the grey squirrel and the
edible dormouse (introduced by Lord Rothschild at Tring).
The British Trust for Ornithology relies on amateurs
for all its work. Certain aspects of the work need

^assistance from biologists, but we, as bodies at home,
can call on the services of the British Museum* Although

'Sir Norman Kinnear has now left the B. M. he told me that
if ever I wanted any assistance from it to get into touch
with hiiju

8. What I have in mind for the Falklands are:

a. The mapping of all Penguin and Albatross
breeding areas. Some of these might be photo­
graphed from the air. The penguin, especially

7 7 the Gentoo, has economic value.
.ijjys -

b. The mapping of all seal-breeding areas.

c. A collection of Falkland plants.'Sladen has
found some new species - and there is a great
deal to be done with the orchids and ferns.

d. An enquiry into the stabs of the Night Heron
(the Quarck), the Grey Duck'and one oh two other
species the numbers of which are said to be

* ' * declining.

e. An enquiry into the ’’bljie butterfly”. This has
been seen but'never been taken.

f. An enquiry into the spread of t he house-mouse in the
Camp. * This little mammal is known to feed on
the young and eggs of small birds - indeed it has
become a carnivore. In the British Isles, from
whence it was-; introduced - presumably accidentally -
it cannot exist. without the presence of humans (e. g.
it has disappeared from St. Kilda now that the
people have left), but .in the Falklands it has adapted
itself to a new-w^y of* life.

g. The’stsfiis of t hp fox and’wild’ponies on Weddell.

h. An enquiry into the Upland Goose. ‘It should be
possible to settle once and for all if the bird is
harmful. On one farm last year one person killed
1700 geese.

9. These items show the lines we can follow. it might be
slow going at first but enthusiasm is invariably‘catching.

10. As regards the reports, I was under the impression
that these were already taken by the Agricultural Dept. But
I find that'Nature1 was stopped last year. It does nob really
matter - we can do without them.

11., A certain number of roneo-ed forms for census and enquiry
work would be necessary. We have a large number of waxes

1 left here by the Army and some 300,000 sheets of duplicating
paper.
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TSAWJRAL HISTORY CENTRE

The Natural History Centre was founded in July

with the aim of finding out as much as we can about the

wild-life and plants of the Falklands and recording l+e

We hope, too, to do ringing of birds and collecting of

specimens of plants and animals.

It is realised that in asking you to help in our

enquiries and collecting we are putting a. burden on

you - but we feel sure that you will anprove of the

aim of the Centre.

The Committee at present consists of:

Mr. Harold Bennett
Mr. N. K. Cameron
Mr. E. M. Cawkell (Chairman)
Dr. J. E. Hamilton
Mr. K. Lei Iman

Mrs. M.B. R. Cawkell is Hon. Secretary.

The address to
etc. should be sent
Stanley.

which all letters, specimens,
is: The Education Department,



II
NATURAL HISTORY CENTRE

Education Department)
Stanley^
August, 1951*

Black-necked Swan Enquiry

This Centre, the purpose of which was explained on
the wireless recently, has decided tn commence its activities
with an enquiry into the status of the Black-necked Swan and
two hawks. It would be much appreciated if you would complete
this form, returning it at your convenience. Nil returns are
just as important as positive records.

It is especially requested that the records should be
as accurate as possible.

1. Does the Black-necked Swan occur in your Camp as:

a. A breeding bird?. ...•••••••

b. A winter visitor?. ............................................... .

2. If it is breeding in what months of the year are

the birds present and when do they breed?

b. How many nests are there?... ....................... <

c. How many eggs do the birds usually lay?

d. In what places do they breed (names of lakes,

estuxaries, ponds, etc.).... ...................... ..

3. a. If the birds come in winter hew many come?..*....

b. In what months are they present, and a^e there mox-i

in some months than others? .

4. Are any birds shot or are any eggs taken?. ..........

5. Have you seen any bird or other creature talcing their
du: •
eggs or attacking the young? ................

To sheet two.



Black-necked Swan Enquiry - Sheet 2,

6. Have the birds increased or decreased l-.i r.v.n; erg in
the Camp since you have known it? (Arc/ i .Lx
given by others should be put down only if you can
rely on it):

7. Any other information you care +o give should be
entered here:

NATURAL HISTORY CETTTRE

Hawk Enquiry

Can you please say:

1. How many pairs of Blue Hawks (Red-backed^Buz.zards)

were breeding in your Camp last year?.,, ,,»„ , . •. ., .w

2. Where were the nests?* r- • < < • - ♦ «

3* How many pairs of Sparrow or Black Hawks (Cassia's

Falcon) were breeding in your Carop last year?... ..«*

4. Where ware the nests?.. c •

If none of these ’birds were breeding in. your 'Gamp- or
only those of one species, please say so ubovc*




