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Th® Chur ch ^lou s e,
Gpjat Smith Street

•.idon,

October, 1%8«

Dear Clifford,

7e have been making eno-1 i_r ies into the question of carrying
out 8 topographical an^cadastral^survey in the Colony ana I
think you would like- to see a copy of a minute by Hotine on
the matter. You may have some cc< rents? “

hi th i'essrs Mason and .Francis out of the picture there is,
I fear, little hope of doing the survey in the immediate future.
One possibility might be the utilisation of the Canadian flight
which we may obtain next year for the air survey of Graham Land,
but even so, we shall still be faced with the fundamental
necessity of first having a ground control party to Jo the
initial work if you want a proper survey.

Yours sincerely,



opy of Brigadier notine’s minute of 2//9/Zp8.

The only possibility of air photography seem to be the
Americans who may possibly be undertaking work in that part of the
world for strategic purposes. I will enquire.

But whether or not we get air photographs we shall certainly
want at least ground control and should have to send a party to the
Falkland Islands for that purpose. This basic ground control “would
serve both purposes of general topographic mapping and any revenue
survey that may be required.

I have enquired whether Messrs. Mason, Freeman and Francis who
were with the last F.I.D.S. expedition are in fact prepared to go to
the Falkalnd Islands on such a job. If they were and were accept­
able for appointment to the Colonial Survey Service, then I would
take them on my staff. But one is returning to Cambridge, another
already has a job in forcester which he is not prepared to relinquisl
and the third does not want to go overseas again and in any case
does not seem to tbe sufficiently qualified.

All I can do is to say that we will send a small party to the
Falkland Islands for the provision of basic control as soon as we
can. This will necessarily have to be in competition with other
priorities as a demand on our very limited field staff, and I see no

id 5*0*^ possibility of undertalcing it for a year or more. No doubt if we ’
’start with a ground control party the other requirements will become

•** clearer and can then be considered in more detail. For instance, I
find it impossible to believe the whole 7,500 square miles are suffi
ciently settled to require a detailed revenue survey. My impressia
is that only the are .s around Stanley . centres are so settled;
at any rate the entire islands are not. Until we get some such
more concrete information there seems to be no possibility of pre­
paring a firm estimate.

But as regards the incidence of cost this at any rate can be
said. The provision of a basic triangulation control would. be my
responsibility and would accordingly be chargeable to C.D. and W Vote
for central services without subscription from the Colony if only
I had the staff at the moment to undertake it. So would a topo­
graphic survey. But a cadastral survey should be chargeable to
Tocal revenue^

t I



• 1 should
any surveyors
at the moment
do the job.

perhaps emphasise that I see no possibili'3
on temporary terms to do this job
then I would take them

If the^®B|
on on more permanent terms

(Sgd) i.l. Ho tine.

27/9





Ref: O2k6

27th January, 1949-

Dear Hotine,

Carter has sent me a copy of your minute of the
27th of September, 1943, on rhe subject of a survey
of the Falklands, and I thin?; it may help if I tell
you how things stand at present.

The only available ’’map” of the Falkland Islands
is the 'Admiralty chart of 1334 with subsequent
corrections (which leave it still far from correct)
and in default of anything better all land holdings
are based on this. An accurate topographical survey
is a pre-requisite to the introduction of a Land Tax:
through which means alone it will be possible to
ensure that some part of the sheen farmers’ profit
is put back into the land, much of which however is
not susceptible of improvement and detailed information
is therefore necessary. But all I want for this is
a topographical survey showing physical features farm
boundaries (there are only about 30 of them) and fences
and indicating whether the land is stony or marshy -
anything else is good IZJrvH

A beginning was mad;, oy the Wax4 Department in
1943 (Geographical Section map Ho. 4463) with a
topo. survey of the immediate vicinity of Stanley
on the scale 1/25,000. But this only covers the
section east of a north-south line from just west of
Long Island to the mouth of Port ^itzroy - so it will
be seen how much remains to be done.

Brigadier M. Hotine, C.M.G, C.B.E.,
Director of Colonial Surveys,

BUSHEY PARK.

Yours sincerely,

(Sgd) MILES CLIFFORD.

VP.



88371/U9 //7?May, 19U9-

Many thanks for your letter O9U6 of the
28th January. This was“not received here until the
28th February and then I am sorry to say had to wait
until I returned from the West Indies a few days
ago.

I am quite convinced as to the necessity for
giving you some help in this matter of a more extended
topographic survey of the Colony and I can only
repeat that we will do so as soon as possible. Whether
we get any air photographs or not, it will be
necessary to send a ground party and I am afraid I
see no prospect of doing so for the next year or two.

Air photographs would help,although they would
not do the whole jobzand I think that we should
accordingly not miss any opportunity there may be of
getting some. I had undertaken to get into touch
with the Americans to see what prospect there was of
the Falkland Islands being included in their programme.
Nevertheless I now have an answer which states quite
clearly that there is little or no chance of that.
We cannot contemplate sending any part of the R.A.F.

/Lancaster

MILES CLIFFORB, ESQ., C.M.G. , O.B.E.,
GOVERNMENT HOUSE,

FALKLAND ISLANDS.



Lancaster Squadron which is engaged generally on
survey photography of the Colonies even if it were
possible to operate this type of aircraft from the
Falkland Islands which according to my present
information is not the case. But it is worth rememberin,,
this requirement in connection with any arrangements
which may be made from time to time to photograph the
Dependencies.

If, by the time we are ready to take up ground
work, there is no alternative means of getting air
photographs, then consideration may have to be given
to getting the whole Colony photographed on contract.
If that were decided we could help the Crown Agents
in the technical aspects of placing a proper contract
on open tenders. It should not be assumed, because
they are most vocal in the Western hemisphere, that
Hunting Aerosurveys and their associated and subsidiary
Companies are the only people competent to undertake
such work. There is another equally competent group
backed by the Fairey Aviation Company which should
certainly be given an opportunity to tender for any
extensive work of this kind unless we are to get into
the obvious difficulties which might arise through
placing a contract on single tender only. But I
think it would be advisable for any such action to be
deferred until we can see our way clearer to providing
the necessary ground survey party.

(ivl. Ho tine)



GGVLR1E.:i i I Of • ’’,

2nd June, 1949*

Dear Hotine ,
* >3 l&ry thanks for your letter 88571/49 of the 10th

Msy, 1949* 1 a^ree with you that no real purpose is to be

served until you- are able to send a ground party which I

hope may bo possible during my tern of office.

As X have indicated there is an urgent need of survey;

Goverment has already suffered a considerable capital loss

on the sale of Crown lands and continues to lose on the ron- ’

•Uils of leased lands* A topographical survey is also essen**

tial in my view in the interest of future dewlowsent.

A complete aerial survey by a empa^, having regard to

the distance involved, wuld, X imagine, be rpac deal riore

expensive than coulc be Justified and ms onlr/ ccnterplated in

the possible event of an air survey of Qrahaalond- .It xs the

general survey vdiiel: is important.

I shall hope to sec you during izy forthcoming leave and we

might further discuss this problem.

Yours sincerely.

(Sgd) MILES CLIFFORD.

Brigadier lh Ho tine, C^G., C.S.E*,
Director of Colonial ;.to*veys,

WlfcX PARK.
W.



•EXTRACT FROi: "DISCU-SICNS AT THE COLONIAL OFFICE

Original filed in 0762.

(( V. Topographical Survey 86/32 Circ. Despatch 23.2.49
0946 16708/78/49

Freeholders are using land in excess of what I
they pay for, presumably owing to the fact
that chart was drawn to scale of nautical
miles instead of statute miles - attached °B‘\

am pur suing this wi th Lirecto
0.
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Telephone: Littlewick Green 251.
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HAYES, MIDDLESEX.
Telephone: HAYes 3800.

Twenty ninth
November
19 5 0

Sir G. Miles Clifford, C.M.G. ,O.B.E.
Governor of Falkland Islands,
Port of Stanley,
Falklands.

Sir,

We understand from Mr. B. Jeffard, who has recently joined
our staff, that you are interested in a survey of the Falkland Islands
and we take this opportunity of enclosing some literature on air survey
which illustrates the methods employed by us.

Air Survey has developed in recent years to a science of a
high order and by its means topographic maps at all scales can be
produced accurately and economically with application to:-

1. Communications:

(a} Railways
(b) Roads
(c) Canals
(d) Air Fields, etc.,etc.

2. Forestation and timber assessment.

3. Geological mapping for the discovery of mineral desposits,
oil, coal, etc.,etc.

4. Town and industrial planning.

5. Soil classification. Q . |

6. Irrigation and Hydro-Electric planning. { "J

7. Agricultural land classification for taxation purposes.

P.T.O



This Company has been established over a quarter of a century
and has wide experience of air survey and mapping in many parts of the
world, including Egypt, Sudan, Sarawak, India, Burma, Pakistan, Canada,
Syria, Southern Rhodesia and United Kingdom. In most of these countries
we, or our associates, have been contractors to Governments and
exploration companies.

We feel that it is important to draw the attention of our
clients to the fact that, whilst the mapping of a country7, by the rapid
air survey method, may at first sight appear to be costly, the by­
products of the survey, completed say in one or two years by comparison
with 15 to 20 years on the ground, become available to the peoples of the
country almost immediately and more than repay the costs involved.

If a quotation is required for any specific undertaking we
are willing to examine the project and submit a price. This procedure
would give a realistic idea of the costs as they are likely to be for
the general mapping of the country as a whole.

Our vast experience of working with overseas* Governments
has made us fully conscious of the confidential nature of mapping. On
this account, therefore, there need be no fears: any security regulations
will be rigidly adhered to.

In conclusion, we look forward with pleasure to hearing from
you and shall be only, too glad to supply any further information required.

1’^1

\fIe are, Sir,
Your obedient servants,

AIR SURVEY COMPANY LIMITED.

am
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88371/50

Your Ref: 173/46

I am sorry noT^ronave replied before to
your- letter of the 21st September about the possibi­
lity of a triangulation and topographical survey
of the Colony.

COLONIAL OFFICE,
The Church House,

Great Smith Street

W January, 1951

Xu
!6

In your letter you say that you have heard
nothing since you received Carter’s letter of the
19th October, 1948* According to our records
Hotine wrote to you on jhe 10th Klay, 1949, in reply
to an enquiry from you, and you sent a further
letter to him on the 2nd June, 1949, proposing
discussion during your leave. In case this
correspondence has been mislaid I am enclosing copies
for your records. It is further recorded here that
the matter was indeed discussed with you during

write to the Colonial Office after a further period

desire for a surveyWe have your

inu.
SIR HILES CLIFFORD K

your leave in 1949, and that the shortage of
surveyors was again stressed. It was explained
that there was no possibility of a topographical
survey of the Colony being carried out by the
Directorate of Colonial Surveys in the near future.
It was left, according to our files,. that you ‘would

GOVERNMENT HOUSE,
FALKLAND ISLANDS.

of, say, six months . . to,-J5£LaiiLrB^Ja.e.th.^^
nad improved. kept



in mind, and in may 1950 asxed the Directorate
whether the position had improved, and received the
reply that it had not.

On receipt of your letter, I got in touch
with Hotine again. He sees no possibility of having
any men available for at any rate the next couple of
years. The resources of the Directorate are limited,
and they are subjected to many competing demands
from elsewhere in the Colonial Empire.

If any case were to be made out for giving
higher priority to a survey of the Falklands, I
think we should have to have a rather clearer idea
of the real objectives behind a survey of the
Colony. Our present information, based as it is on
demi-official correspondence between yourself and
Hotine and the Department, is still a little nebulous
and insufficient for us to be able to argue with any
degree of forcefulness that a survey in the near
future is indispensable to the future development
of the Colony. It has, I believe, always been your
wish to institute a system of land taxation in the
Colony, and I think that it is primarily on that
account that you want a topographical survey?
Certainly in the original Ten Year Development
Programme, which accompanied your despatch No. 29
of the 1st August, 19U7, it was stated under Serial
31 that a topographical survey was an essential
preliminary to introducing a land tax. In your
letter to Hotine of the 28th January, 19U9? you
reiterated that view and said that by means of a
land tax alone will.it be possible to ensure that

/part 

will.it


part of the sheep farmers’ profits are ploughed
back into the land. In your letter to Hotine of
the 2nd June, 1949 j> however, your reason for the
urgency of a survey was because Government had
suffered capital loss on the sale of Grown Lands,
and on the rental of leased lands. If you would
like us to pursue the matter further, perhaps you
could kindly arm us with a brief about ‘’objects and
reasons” , confirming (if that is the case) that the
purpose behind the survey is the land tax, and
showing why the latter is wanted so much.

I understand that, in order to ensure
that an}r system of land taxation introduced was
based on a fair and equitable assessment, a
cadastral survey would strictly speaking be
necessary after a topographical survey. However,
British Honduras for instance have a land tax which
is based on a topographical survey only. Since most-
of the land in the Falklands is sheep farming land,
I imagine that decimal point accuracy of boundaries
is unnecessary, and soil classification also of
minor importance. Nevertheless if there is a serious
lack of information at present about farm boundaries,
some kind of survey and fixation of boundaries;would
seem necessary. Do you think you could make do with
a topographical survey only, in the same way as
British Honduras? Or do you think a cadastral
survey would be necessary as well?

Whether or not the topographical survey
were followed by a cadastral survey, it would, I
understand, normally have to be preceded by a

/triangulation 



triangulation survey. The topographical survey
would then follow, on some such scale as 1:25>000.
The Directorate would like more information as to
the number and average sizes of the properties , and
the degree of accuracy to which their areas are
required. In deciding whether or not air photography
would help, they would also need to know what exactly
the boundaries consist of, and whether they are likely
to be visible on air photographs. A wire fence, for
example, would in all probability not be visible,
and if the boundaries simply consist of defined
straight lines between beacons, they would be still
less visible.

As far as finance is concerned , according
to the Directorate, an aerial survey would cost
something in the order of £20,000-£25,000. A
1:25,000 survey by plain table might take two
surveyors something like U-5 years at a cost perhaps
of £10 ,000-£12,000. For either purpose a
triangulation would first be required, taking
perhaps two surveyors 1^-2 years, at a cost of
something like Sb- ,000-£5 ,000. The cadastral survey,
if necessary, would probably cost approximately the
same amount. I mention these figures as they give
you some idea of the size of the problem and must,
1 feel, give rise to the question whether the
benefits to be expected from having the survey are
sufficient to Justify the expenditure? In view of
the limited funds available to the Directorate, it
might help if the Falkland Islands Government were
prepared to meet any part of the cost. Such a
contribution might well be looked for if the object

/of
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of the survey is to enable the introduction of a
land tax from which the Colonial Government would
benefit either directly (as revenue) or indirectly
(as reflected in increased prosperity in the farms,
leading to higher yields from other taxes).

I am sorry to string out a lot of questions
but they illustrate points with which we shall, 1
think, have to be prepared to deal if on reflexion
you would like us to try and take the matter further
for you.

(J. S. Bennett)



88371/49

My dear Clifford,

Colonial Office,
The Church House ,

• Great Smith Street
London , S.L.1.

10th May, 1949

Many thanks for your letter 0946 of the
28th January. This was not received here until the
28th February and then I am sorry to say had to wait
until I returned from the West Indies a few days
ago.-

I am quite convinced as to the -necessity
for giving you some help in this matter of a more
extended topographic 'survey of the Colony and I can
only repeat that we will do so as soon as possible.
Whether we get any air photographs or not,- it will
be necessary to send a ground party and I am afraid
I see no prospect of doing so for the next year or
two.

Air photographs would help although they
would not do the' whole job and I think that we should
accordingly not miss any opportunity there may be
of getting some. I had undertaken to get into touch
with the Americans to see what prospect there was
of the Falkland Islands being included in their
programme. Nevertheless 1 now have an answer which
states quite clearly that there is little or no
chance of that. We cannot contemplate sending any

/part

ILLS CLIFFORB, ESQ.,C.M.G., O.B.E.,
GOVERNMENT HOUSE,

FALKLAND ISLANDS.



part of the R.a.F. Lancaster Squadron which is
engaged generally on survey photography of the
Colonies even if it were possible to operate this
type of aircraft from the Falkland Islands which
according to my present information is not the case.
But it is worth remembering this requirement in
connection with any arrangements which may be made
from time to time to photograph the Dependencies.

If, by the time we are ready to take up
ground work, there is no alternative means of
getting air photographs, then consideration may have
to be given to getting the whole Colony photographed
on contract. If that were decided we could help the
Crown Agents in the technical aspects of placing a
proper contract on open tenders. It should not be
assumed, because they are most vocal in the ’western
hemisphere, that Hunting Aerosurveys and their
associated and subsidiary Companies are the only
people competent to undertake such work. There is
another equally competent group backed by the Fairey
Aviation Company which should certainly be given ’an
opportunity to tender for any extensive work of this
kind unless we are to get into the obvious
difficulties which might arise through placing a
contract on single tender only. But I think it
would be advisable for any such action to be deferred
until we can see our way clearer to providing the
necessary ground survey party.

Yours ever ,

(Sgd.) (M. Hotine)



GOVERNMENT HOUSE,
STANLEY.

2nd June, 19^-9

My dear Hotine,

Many thanks for your letter 88371/M-9 of
the 10th May, 1949- I agree with you that no real
purpose is to be served until you are able to send
a ground party which I hope may be possible during
my term of office.

As I have indicated there is an urgent
need of survey: Government has already suffered a
considerable capital loss on the sale of Crown lands
and continues to lose on the rentals of leased lands.
A topographical survey is also essential in my view
in the interest of future development.

A complete aerial survey by a company,
having regard to the distance involved, would, I
imagine, be a good deal more expensive than could
be justified and was only contemplated in the
possible event of an air survey of Grahamland. It
is the general survey which is important.

1 shall hope to see you during my
forthcoming .leave and we might further discuss this
problem.

Yours sincerely,

(Sgd.) Miles Clifford.

Brigadier M. Hotine , C.M.G. , C.B.E.,
Director of Colonial Surveys,

BUSHEY PARK.



09M-G

January,

Sir,

I am directed to acknowledge and thank you for
,your .letter ?G'JL/JH3/93, addressed to His Excellency
the Governor,of the 22th of November, 1950, regarding
the possibility of an air survey of the Falkland
Islands and to say that owinj to the lack of
properly constructed air fields in the Colony we are
not equipped for such work.

I am
Ur,

Your obedient servant-

■ 5gdj I i ch ael h

COLONIAL SECRETARY.

Managing Director,
Air Survey Company, Limited,

2l±9 Burton Street,
LONDON, W.1.

7P





Y.S
From page 18. The letter to which Mr.Bennett refers

is at p. 119 in file 173/46 attached,and minutes from
112-118 in that file refer.

2. Nothing gets done because they cant spare the trained
staff,and,I suspect,they cant spare the trained staff because
they are not very keen to do so. Bennett is of course right
to the extent that the better the case we can make out for
a survey the better our chances are of getting it done.

3. As to cost,while we should clearly get anything that
is going from C.D.& W moneys,! do feel that there is a case
for our contributing something towards it.

4. Dreft reply submitted at cover.



February* 1951

Dear Bennett*

Mease refer to of the
Uth of January* 1951* regaruiiig u triangulation
and topographical survey of the rSlk lands# The
cor-resp oxide ace ^bec^ueut to Carter’s letters of
the 19 th of octaner* 19U-3* which you mentiozi la of
couxw on r-t©ora here but w& unfortunately dn
another file and x ;aist apologise therefore for
overlooking it# Nevertheless th© feet remains
that we huve not got any further* «itb the matter
SXliCC 1 .'.>:‘--i’5» ’;. hS a vU»O«lXS^ b-S.Q'uiu £U1S oeoxi* uifl
apparently remains* shortage of trained atoff#
noting safe iu iife aiautu> of ^tafeer* 1993* tlat
he saw **no poaafeility of uxuS^rtaking it feiTir year
or more*’ and in hfe letter to :ne of id th fey* 19U9*
that he saw no prospect of supplying u ground party
for *»the nm year or two’7# Your present letter
Bays Mhe sees no possibility of having any men
available for at any rate the next coople of years”#
It sounds very like ” tomorrow no vex* 6noBw# ;$d T
tsust conk ©as thfe I have no recollection ol any
arran^ar^nt thut it for jite to enquire if the
situation aad isiprovcd in el;i ninths -u.iu this would
apy-ear to be a revarsol of nor;::.^X .. rocfearc#

' y yecent latter vae in feet written in tuG
hope tlxat ao^iething mi-.iit be qoj\.c. before the
Colonial . o vol o-..-Gent and cfearc '.•‘sikl exp Ireland
I gather froQ your letter, that it buy oe v/© can
£33kc out a really sonvlmdng oaee to support out*
need for a survey# rirst of all id repeat that
what v:c v#ant fe a baalc txvi$mgufetion and topo-
grophigal survey - that ie all. fe qo not need a
oadabtral survey# ' ' e

The pri^x’y r<^oon fox* tiie survey is that it
Ip an essential ife to tho hnpopition of
a land. ta$, r-ag&last ibbc;?ovci;?jnt; to the
land, »hich GRidt b;: introduced hero if the farm
m^nogor© ai’C ever to bi:.- allowet b.y feeir abseateo
dlreotor^ to put into practice Uic iaaiiy weusuros
which aro etiaentl^i to the prsg. or consorvation
oi the lam wnlch io th© ;:olohyt^ chlsd <>daou The
lone to the Colony on the sale ol land v.-a>; quoted
tp Hotia© more by wy of ilfe^tration of %-hut the
a'bcenec of u proper survey toe cost us# . t is
obviously to> fete w da ^nythiag □bout freohofea
but eoinathiag taight be don© t-a eiiurge a riQ.ee
collect rental for the cio^arativaly s^all amount



9

or crown Land which maaina were an accunate survey
to be carried out$ this hu'^evox* io quite a
secondary consideration* Thus the '’Objects and
zeaaoBa” ror which you usr is ^iven above*

he are not equipped with adequate uiri'lelde for
an aerial survey to be a px'uctlcal px*op edition, arid
I think the triangulation £ allowed by u survey by-
plane table woula ../<> the better propoci tion, though
the ho ream;* n aircraft which v;e have chartered from
A I.f* A is fitted with a earners and i^ight be able
to afford eome aealctenee*

There ar® some properties in all ranging
£m>i j oz‘ Ut000 acres at one oi’ the acale to the

Xel^nue-(■o^pan5rts 1,000,000 (Laionia etc*)
at this other; there ax*e few natural boundsrle©»

I note that hotiue saiu in hia ux®flaora-rftium in
•b%i‘O that the b^cic triangulation r?*oulu be chargeable
to Colonial Jevelapr^nt una uclxarc funda* The
f10*12,000 which you aentiou the possible cost
of & eux'vey by pli-rae table wonle be quite beyond
the reeoui-cec ox thie c;oloiiy but . nuul.A think it
r%id©bwblc' ti'uiit loesl xtinaa cheiilG coxv^aioute halx
the cofi-t 11 tn-., ’whole caaaot be iouna from oloniaX
DevoXops^XAt a nd olx a re*

Yours sincerely,

(Sgd) Miles Clifford.-





Decode.
TELEGRAM SENT,

From GOVERNOR to SECRETARY OF STATE

Despatched: 20.3.51. Time: 0900. Received: Time: 

No 71 ■ Following for Bennett. Begins. ]^jLgi^e£_2Jrd....I?ebru.a^y.

Triangulation etc. I understand that Brown and Blaiklock who were

at Marguerite Bay would be willing to work in Colony. C-uld this

be pursued with Hotine? Ends.

G.T.C.

GOVERNOR.

S. S,.



ft?

COLONIAL OFFICE,
The Church House,

Great Smith Street
S.V/.1.

24th April, 1951.

As Bennett is away on leave, I am replying to your
undated letter of February 1951 regarding a triangulation and
topographical survey of the Falklands.

Bennett passed on the gist of your letter to Hotine
and he also mentioned that Brown and Blaiklock would be willing
to work in the Colony, as suggested in your telegram No. I'X.

Hotine has replied confirming our view that it is the
lack of staff, and not funds, which makes it impossible to
undertake the survey at present. He goes on to say that the

. Directorate could do the job regardless of priority if they
; could get surveyors who wanted to go__only to the JPalklands, or
| if they could get a windfall like Brown and Blaiklock.
i Apparently these two turned the job down sometime ago, but the

Directorate approached them again as a result of your message.

f
 Brown definitely will not go, and Hotine does not „think that
Blaiklock could possibly make any impression, on the job by
himself. Furthermore he has not got any recognised
qualifications which would enable the Director to take him on
his staff, and if he were to be sent to the* Falklands for three
or four years he would expect to be re-employed elsewhere after
that. In addition, he appears to be far from enthusiastic about
the job and merely says that he might be interested if

/difficulties

Sir Miles Clifford, K.B.E., C.M.G. ^4^. q 8



difficulties with transport, housing etc. were overcome to
his liking!

If there w&s somebody whom we could send along with
him, it might be worth while pursuing the matter further despite
Blaiklock’s rather discouraging attitude, but unfortunately at
present there is no such person.

(P.A. Carter)
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H.E's Dossier for Visit to the U.K.in July,1951. " s“

Item: . Topographical Survey.

Latest correspondence on this is a d/o letter from Bennett
dated 10th January, 1951, to which Y.E.replied in a let’.er
dated 03rd February, and a d/o letter from Carter dated ';4th
April saying that Motine had. had no success with Brown and
Blaiklock.

■Ve are told that the difficulty is shortage of trained survey
aersonneL- J^rorr. this end it is hard to escape the conclusion
that they.a're not trying as hard as they might. One possible
source which Y.E.has noted on our file as worth D.C.S.
trying is the R.Es.

Compiled:01. 6. 51.
C.O^ref 88371/51.
Our ref 0946.



HEAD OFFICE ANO
LABORATORIES

NO 6 ELSTREE WAY, ELSTREE, HERTS
TEL.ELSTREE 221-4 (3 LINES)

Hunting Aerosurveys Ltd.
SURVEYORS, PHOTOGRAMMETRIC ENGINEERS & CONSULTANTS.

directors:
P. LL. HUNTING
G L.HUNTING

C P. M. HUNTING
F. BATEMAN JONES

F. L. WILLS, M.e E..r.R.p.s.
(MANAGING)

29 Old Bond Street, ASSOCIATED COMPANIES
IN

AUSTRALIA CANADA
SOUTH AFRICA
NEW ZEALAND

SOUTH AMERICA

OUR REF

C/7/Resources Surveys.
TDW/CN*

London-W- 1
TELEPHONE

REGENT 5211 (three lines)

DATE

10th September, 1951.

Secretary to H.E. the Governor,
Falkland Islands*

Dear Sir,

The increasing interest that is being taken by U.N.O. and
individual governments in development of natural resources has prompted us
to prepare an illustrated brochure setting out in broad principle the many
ways in which modern aerial survey technique can be used to assist in this
work*

We have laid emphasis on the need for preparing an inventory of I
a country’s natural resources as an essential concept in Policy in carrying!
out development* The application of air photography for preparing

. topographical maps is now fairly widely known* The technique, however, of
combining aerial survey and the use of airborne instruments with ground
examination for providing the preliminary information on a country’s geology
forestry, soils, agriculture, water and other natural resources, is not so
well known*

Our world-wide group of aerial survey companies is fully equipped
to carry out each stage of survey and we have on our staff, or as consultants,
a team of specialists which enables our organisation to carry out a complete
Resources Inventory* r

We hope you will consider this subject of sufficient importance to
show the enclosed to His Excellency the Governor.

Yours faithfully,
for HUNTING AEROSURVEYS LIMITED

T.D. Weatherhead
Director and General Manager

it.

Encl* J km 4*4. t**^* ** A

A COMPANY OF THE WORLD WIDE HUNTING AVIATION GROUP

FORESTRY. IRRIGATION, COMMUNICATIONS, GEOLOGY, MINING & ENGINEERING



I am dir- ctecl by the Governor to acknowledge

and thank you i'or youx* letter C/7/Resources Sur­

veys /Cl; oi the 10th ox' September, 19919 regard­

ing modern aerial survey technique.

Director and General Manager,
Hunting Aerosurveys, Limited#,

29, old 3ond Street,
LONDON,

VP

I am,

S i r,

Your obedient servant,

(Sgd) Michael R. Raymer

COLONIAL SECRETARY.





To The H0n. Col. Sec.
From The Agricultural Officer. * • I ' •

Date 27th June, 1952. v V
• *.

AERIAL SURVEY.

U!

I attach book ’’Soil Survey Manual” which covers the

subject of Aerial Surveys:on page 52 thereof you will see

the cost is only 1.93 to 4* 06 dollars per sq.mile.

We have the planes the Pilot coming and lit).0* Sulivan

is interested and would do the photographic printing and

ad justing work if asked. All we would require to purchase

is the camera and the photographic equipment.

A lot of the pictures could be taken on routine passen­

ger carrying flights by the second man in the Norseman.

I would therefore recommend that you give this form

of survey every consideration as it appears cheap and we

have or will have the wherewith-al/ here in the Islands to

do it and no personal would need to be imported specially

for the job.

Ag^dcultural Officer





.\ir Survey Co., Ltd.
(Established 1924-)

Subsidiary and Associated Companies

AIR SURVEY CO. OF INDIA. LTD..

DUM DUM, CALCUTTA.
AERO SURVEYS LTD.. VANCOUVER. CANADA
AIR SURVEY CO. OF PAKISTAN. LTD.. KARACHI.
AIR SURVEY CO. OF RHODESIA LTD .
(Subsidiaries of the FAIREY AVIATION CO.. LTD.)

DIRECTORS.
C. H. CHICHESTER SMITH. D. 8. C . A. F. R. Ac. S.

(CHAIRMAN )
F C. V. LAWS. C.B., c. e. E., f. r.p. S.

(MANAGING DIRECTOR)

J. C MACPHERSON, A.C.A.
R. FAIREY.
A. MAXWELL CRAIG, c. B., O B. E.

Telephone: MAYfair 8791.
tpi p-noAMcs- Inland: Airimap. Phone, London ."

leg ams. qverseas; airimap, London.

24, BRUTON STREET,

LONDON, W. I.

YOUR REF

AIRFIELD­
WHITE WALTHAM AERODROME,

NEAR MAIDENHEAD, BERKS.
Telephone-. Littlewick Green 251.

HAYES, MIDDLESEX.
Telephone-HAYes 3800,

The Colonial Secretary.
Stanley •

Dear Sir,

29th April, 1953*

-6 JUN

Air Survey,

f Z We have already sent you some literature relating to

the activities of this Company and we now have pleasure in

enclosing a new brochure ’’Mapping from Air Photographs”, which

we are sure Will of interest to you.

If you require copies kindly let us know.

Yours faithfully,

AIR SURVEY GO, LTD.

(222
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Rua Marques de Abrantes, 148,
Apt,, 3ul,

Flamengo, RIu Dg JANEIRO,
Brasil.

22nd. March, 195Z|«

Dear Sir,
Application for employment.

I am a topographer desiring to move south from here,
and I am therefore enquiring if there might be a vacency for
a topographer or a topographical draughtsman in your organisation.

I am a British subject, aged 22 years, with nearly six
years in the surveying profession. This includes time spent under
instruction,and working for. the ordnance Survey of Britain, and
the state topographical bureau of Finland.

Unaided, I am able to carry out the following oporations
for large scale maps, limited by, say, scale l/4u,uuu.

1. Astronomy of position. 2. Triangulation of 3rd. order,
(non-geodetic).

J. Fill'in the map details, 4. including, Levelling and contouring.

5. Make calculations regarding areas and volumes.

6. Drawing the map to a common projection, including drawing on
the materials of reproduction (lithographic stones etc.)

If you have a vacency.I would like to know the method
of recruitment; I am wiling to come to Falkland at my own expense,
and of course I can send you more details if you so require.

Should there not be a vacency, perhaps you pass this
letter to some other office who might need a topographer in the
Falklands, although I understand that in such a small territory
there is not likely to be an alternative organisation.

Yours Faithfully,

R. C.HAlTlERLSY-v

rhe Recruiting officer,
Falkland islands Dependencies
STANLEY..

Survey,



F. 1. veh: 0946.
C. 0. ref: /

SAVING TELEGRAM.
From: The Officer Administering the Government of the Falkland Islands.

To: The Secretary of State for the Colonies.

12th May, 1954.Fate:

SAVING. COLONY.

Mr. Carter’s demi-official letter to my £ji*edecesscr
^^No. 88371/51 of 24th April, 1951. Topographical Survey.

This subject was later discussed by iry predecessor when
he was on leave in 1953 but the Director of Colonial Surveys
was unable then to hold out any hope of early action.

I would be grateful if the Director could again be
asked if there is any likelihood of this work being put
in hand Tn the near future.

GOVERNOR,

l<th,



Extract from the Minutes of a Meeting of Executive Council

held 26th May, 195U-

0946. 5. TOPOGRAPHICAL SURVEY.
His Excellency informed Members that as the Director

of Colonial Surveys was still unable to supply any Surveyors
for a Topographical Survey of the Islands, Government proposed
to try and obtain staff through F.I.D.S. recruiting organisation.

Acting Clerk of the Executive Council.







Decode.
TELEGRAM SENT.

From GOVERNOR to SECRETARY OF STATE.

Despatched: 1.6.54 Time: 1555 Received: Time:

No 169. My Colony .Guv ingrain No.85. Topographical
Survey. I note from enclosure to your uemi-officiul
letter of 19th October 1948 No.08371/48 confirmed by

:.u 'i L-offici ul letter No 88371/91 of 24th April
1991 that Director Colonial Surveys considers "that
the cost of the topographical survey should be met
from Colonial Development and Welfare funds and that
money would be forthcoming if staff were available.

2. Blaiklock who has just completed another
two years in the Dependencies and who is travelling
home in the Biscoe is definitely interested in the
job and is prepared to serve up to ten years.

3. I visualize that the tusk could best be
tackled by two small parties each consisting of a
surveyor and an assistant from England and a local
local guide/handyman. Transport would be principally
by pack horse though Land Rovers might be used in
certain areas.

4. Glad to know if Director would agree to our
recruiting staff to his satisfaction through Blaiklock
and F.I.D.8.Rear Base and putting the work in hand.
I would of course look to the Director for guidance in
planning the work and policy and in obtaining instruments
equipment etc.

9. If he agrees in principle recommendations
regarding salaries, conditions method etc will be put
forward.

GOVERNOR

Office.
Issue telegram & B.U. 2 weeks.

(intld)C.C.
1/6.

GTG



0946
; r

Copy with copy of application to Director of A’’, , .
Colonial Surveys. •>

Copy to Sec. F.I.D.S. ... please pass to Rear Base
Headquarters with explanatory note.

q ~ 2nd June, 94*
’ 2. 6.54-

Sir,

I am directed to refer to your letter of the
22nd of L'arch, 1994, anu to state “thaV* i'tw is
possible that there may be a vacancy for a
topographer in the alkland Islands (as opposed
to the antarctic Bases in the Dependencies) in
the reasonably near future and I am accordingly
to request that you should address your application
with full details of your previous experience
to the Director* of colonial surveys, ingston Road,
Tolworth Surbiton, urrey, Lnglanu, with a copy to
the Falkland Islands dependencies survey Rear Base,
c/o The crown Agents f ,r oversea Governments and
Administrations, 3 Little ollege treet, London,
3.1.

I am,
S i r,

Your obedient servant,

(Sgd) C. Campbell

R. CMr# K. C. Hetherley«> •/m
Rua Marques de Abrantes, 14o, /.pbo. jOi

Flamengo,
Rio de Janeiro,

c Loiii/j: gecretaiy.

’ •. a t x *



With the Compliments of the

Headquarters,
Base ‘X’,

Falkland I slands-D ependencies Survey

Port Stanley,
Falkland Islands.



FIDS 11/801 MEMORANDUM..Vo.
It is requested

that, in any refer­
ence to this memo­
randum the above
number and date
should be quoted.

Secretary, F.I.D.S.

Stanley, Falkland Islands.

19 5^9 th June

A/Secretary, F.I.D.S. 

Subject

Topographical Survey of Falkland Islands

You may hear from Blaiklock that the
Government are considering appointing a survey
team to complete the survey of the Islands.
If an affirmative decision is reached then you
will probably be asked to recruit two Surveyors
and two Assistants. Blaiklock is interested
in the job and would probably agree to fill one
of the vacancies. If so he should be asked to
attend the interview for selecting the remaining
three persons.

You will find a copy of a letter to
a Mr.Hatherley attached; this individual is a

- British subject at present working in Brazil,
who appears to be a qualified. Surveyor.



MED 272/2/01

5
Your- savingram No. 85^ and telegram No. 169, Colony.

From the Secretary of State for the Colonies.
^To the Officer Administering the Government of .... FALKLa:\D ISLANDS

''Date......... ....A/ June 1954

No. ./LbL~ Saving

Topographical Survey.

The vote of the Directorate of Colonial Survey is
earmarked for the provision of surveys in kind directly
executed by the staff of the Directorate, and consequently
funds cannot be made available by way of a block grant to
individual colonies to undertake their own surveys with
temporary staff. All that can be done is to place the Falkland

y ■ Islands Survey on the general programme in due prior i.ty^which
means<that there is little-chance of it ‘Eeing^done'^nthe
immediate future. The Directorate would, however, stand more
chance of tackling the survey at an earlier stage if their sfcaf;
shortage was less acute and they are always willing to consider
any suitable candidate if they are selected by normal machinery
and were prepared to engage under normal terms.

2. When, in 19515 it was suggested that Blaiklock
should be engaged to undertake a survey of the Falkland Islands
he had no recognizable qualifications, but if in the meanwhile
he has obtained such qualifications and is prepared to apply
for service with the Directorate he can then be considered. The
Directorate is not willing, however, to pledge any member of its
staff to specific colonies for long periods regardless of other
priorities simply because they are ex-members of Falkland
Islands Dependencies Survey.

/3. If



rom the Secretary off State ffor the CoEomes.
’o the Officer Administering the Government off 

/
Date

No. Saving

3. If Blaiklock still has no qualification then the
Directorate is not allowed to recruit him, but it is considered
that men like Blaiklock could produce a satisfactory survey.
This survey would, of course, have to be financed from sources
other than those allotted to the Directorate of Colonial Surveys.
If such a scheme is put up and approved and it is possible to
recruit staff as you suggest then the Directorate would
certainly assist with instruments and technical advice.

4. Finally, the only other possibility is that some air
photography of the Falkland Islands might be undertaken at some
future date if R.A.F. Sunderlands were in the area; if reason­
able photographic cover could be made available then the pro­
duction of a map by the Directorate would be a much simpler
proposition requiring less effort in the field. In this event
the Directorate consider that they might be able to find the
necessary staff for that more limited purpose.

SEGER
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v.I, Ref: 0946

22nd September, 195^*

Dear Blaiklock,

I am airaid there is no hope of a Topographical
Survey being carried out in the Falkland Islands in
the near future and I felt that I should let you
Itnow as this may well affect your future plans.

Frankly
the Director
We were told
had no staff

I think we have had
of Colonial urveys
that they would put
ana when we started

looking for staff and asking for
were drawn in on all sides!

our leg pulled by
or someone at home.
up the money but
bustling around
the cash., horns

I hope however- that we will see you out here
again with the Falkland Islands Dependencies survey
sometime.

Yours sincerely,

(Sgd) 0. Campbell

CC/VP

Mr. K.V. Blaiklock,
Huntingdon,

London load,
Crawley,

SUSSEX
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-<--------Second fold here--------->

IF ANYTHING IS ENCLOSED THIS LETTER
MAY BE SENT BY ORDINARY MAIL

Sender’s name and address

<— jno uodo oj_



T()POqibU>]:lICAL SUHVEY OP THL FALKILa© INLANDS.

The question of a topographical and cadastral
survey Xp. the Falklands was raised in a letter (19 th
October, 1948) addressed to ir lies clTfTSTuT'by
Carter or the Colonial office. Brigadier llotine had
been consultea aao hue undertaken to enquire whether
the Americans could undertake the work.

In January^ 1949, <ir L iles Clifford. wrote to
Hotine sayingTiliaf

(1) the only available map of the Falklands is the
Admiralty chart of 1884, with subsequent
corrections of auubtful value.

(2) An accurate topographical survey was a pre-
requisite to the introduction of a Land Tax ~
through which means alone it wo ala be possible
to ensure that some part of the ■-heepfax-jiers*
profit was put buck into the land.

AotineJjs reply stated that he was convinced as to
the necessity-x’or giving some help in the matter and
that he would do so as soon as possible. The Americans
were unable to assist and A.A.F. Lancasters could not
be made available. grouna survey party was in any
event essentia 1.

In reply to Jiotinc (2nd June, 1949), Sir iles
Clifford agreed that no real purpose was to be served
until a ground party could be provided. lie raised
the point that •.:overnment had already suifered a
considerable ca. ital loss in the sale of crown lands
and continued to lose on the rentals of leased land.
a topographical survey was essential for future
development.

A considerable amount of correspondence has been
exchanged in which the salient features are as follows:-

(1) The 1951 estimated cost of an aerial survey was
£20,000 to £29,000. A 1:29,000 survey by
plane table would take two surveyors approx­
imately 4 - 9 years at a cost of approximately
£10,000 to £12,000. For cither purpose a
triangulation would first be required for
which two surveyors working for 11 - 2 years
would be wanted at an approximate cost of
£4,000 -£5,000. .. cadastral survey (and
there is general agreement on the file that
a cadastral survey is not really necessary)
would also cost approximately the same amount.

(2) The colonial cux'vcys have been willing to
undertake the task but the Falklands must take
their turn. It is quite clear that the ..’a Lk-
land islanus are low in the priority list -
already very much overloaded havihp, re,ard
to the staff and funds available.



(5) A strong case would have to be made out for
priority ana in reply to a request from the
Colonial office for a restatement of "Objects
and reasons”, Sir Miles Clifford intimated:-

(i) The survey was a prerequisite to the
imposition of a land tax (returnable
against,improvements to the land -
essential to the proper conservation
of the colony’s chief asset, the land).

(ii) A survey might enable something to be done
by way of charging a correct rental for
the comparatively small amount of Crown
La nd remaini ng.

(4) Brigadier Hotine is clearly anxious that the
work should only be undertaken by staff under
his direction or, if' aerial photography is
involved, by a well known company such as
Hunting Aerosurveys Ltd. In June, 1954s
(Telegram o. 169 to secretary of ftate) the
proposl^TSif was’’ put to London that the Falk­
land. Islanas government might recruit staff
(to the satisfaction oi the Director oi
Colonial urveys) through Blaiklock and

’Falkland Islands Dependencies survey Rear
Base and put the work in hand on the basis
of two small parties each consisting of a
surveyor and an assistant from the United
Kingdom and a local guide/handyrnan. Govern­
ment would, look to Brigadier Hotine for
guidance and assistance. The reply (.Secretary
of State’s 95 oi the 29th of
June, 1954) was discouraging and was on the
lines that if Blaiklock had since 1951
obtained recognisable qualifications he
could apply for service with the Directorate,
but the Directorate was unable to pledge any
member of its staff to specific Colonies
regardless of other priorities simply because
they were ex-members of the Falkland Islands
Dependencies Survey. If men such as Blaiklock
could produce the desired results and a scheme
(financed from some other than funds allocated
to the Directorate) was put up and approved
the Directorate would assist with instruments
and technical advice, on consideration of
the Colonial Office views it was felt that
Government tad enough in the way oi' financial
commitments -i iita moment and subsequently
executive Council. M4th September, 1954,)"
agreed that fne mSTtex* should be deferred
until the Governor’s next visit to the united
Kingdom.

(note - It is well known that on account of differing'
standards of work and results, Colonial purveys
extremely reluctant to agree or approve of work on
any large scale being undertaken by surveyors who are 

/not



not under the control of the ■Department or s well
equipped and well qualified territorial department
working in close association with Brigadier Hotine’s
staff. The normal procedure is that if qualified
free-lance surveyors are available for work in the
Colonics3 they are appointed either to the territorial
department concerned oi* to the Colonial surveys staff).

(5) sir Liles Clifford pointed out that lor aerial
survey purposes there were no landing
facilities - unless the work was done by a
seaplane. He considered that triangulation
followed by a plane table survey was the
most likely proposition.

Assuming that the imposition of a land tax is no
longer a live issue and assuming also that the scope
for development projects requiring and necessitating
an accurate topographical survey is very strictly
limited, the reasons advanced in support oi the survey
are not strong when considered against the very consider­
able demand irom other countries which have embarked
or are about to embark on large scale development
projects and land utilisation schemes or, alternatively,
where there is a demand lor survey on strategical
grounds.

The only other issue that can be advanced is the
question oi land allocation to small holders. This
has apparently been something of a live issue for some
time, it being argued that there is no scope for the
individual in the sheep farming industry except as an
employee. It is further argued that a proper detailed
survey of the land would indicate irregularities in the
present boundaries anu in the areas to which the
companies are strictly entitled to under their grants
and leases.

It is in fact very likely, in the circumstances
of the Falkland Islands, that survey would show up
irregularities. It is however, very unlikely indeed
that the sum total of such irregularities would be
sufficient as to make land available for distribution
to small individual sheep farmers, if a policy of
land distribution were ever to be adopted, voluntary
sale or compulsory acquisition of sufficient land
for distribution on an economic anu viable basis
would appear to be the only solution. Such a policy
would have little or no prospect of success at the
present time, even if the necessary resources in
the way of capital and recurrent expenditure were,
or were made available.

nevertheless a topographical survey would be
desirable and the matter could again be taken up
with Brigadier Hotine. Points which might receive
specific consideration are:-



Gi

(1) could it be advisable to concentrate on a
triangulation followed by a plane table
survey as opposed to triangulation followed
by an aerial survey (either by charter or
modification of one of our own aircraft - for
which a trained pilot and ground control would
be required)?

(2) Chat is the present position with regard to
assistance from Colonial Surveys? Can
Brigadier Hotine give any indication as to
when he could put a team in the field?

(3) If Brigadier -■□tine is unable to undertake
the task within the near future with his own
task, what alternative proposals can be put
forward - if any?

(h) If Brigadier notine is in a position to make
any concrete suggestions - what would be the
full financial implications of implementing
such p rd p o s a Is?

(5) If constructive proposals emerge is there any
prospect of assistance irom Colonial Develop*”
me nt & .elf are sources or, in view of the
strategic importance of the Falklands, from
any other source (e>g. Admiralty, ar office,
Air j... inis try) •

3rd June, 1955*
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J )ECODE.
TELEGRAM SENT.

From SECRETARY OF STATE to GOVERNOR

Despatched: 12.7.55 Time: 1200 Received: 12. 7.^5 7/me 1130

No. 79 Confidential. Following from Arthur begins*
We may be able to arrange Hunts to do Aerial Survey
of Colony very cheaply or possibly free on the wa#
to or from-Dependencies. Please telegraph Bussey
Colonial Servey, particulars moorings for Catalina
Flying Boat in Stanley Harbour and information.
about possibility laying new ones if none exist.

2. Moorings are required. Ends.

SECRETARY OF STATE

.if uq

GTC
IR
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Civil Aviation Department,
FALKLAND ISLANDS.

13th August, 1955.

Dear Sir,

I am taking this opportunity of writing a personal
letter to you as my colleagues and I in the local air service
feel that you may be under some misappreh ns ion regarding the
facilities available for aircraft in the Falkland Islands. This
feeling was largely occasioned by a recent telegraphic request
from Interaerio for information regarding air/ground radio
facilities and navigational aids. We consider that the only
fair thing to do is to give you a brief outline of the set-up
here in order that you may be prepared in advance for the
conditions you are likely to encounter: in doinp; so however, we
hope that you will not feel that we are trying to put you off,
or that we are unwilling to assist you in every way we can.
Indeed we are greatly looking forward to your visit - when I toll
you that the only published chart available to us at present
is an 1883 survey by the Admiralty and printed on sheets so large
that they cannot be conveniently opened in the cockpit of a light
aircraft, with the result that pilots here have been, reduced to
the expedient of drawing up their own sketch mops of the area,
I think you will appreciate that the Air Service more than
anyone else stands to benefit by your activities.’ We shall certain­
ly try to make your visit as smooth for you as possible, and help
in every way we can. But our facilities are- extremely limited
and to clear up any misunderstandings I would like to outline
these to you before you arrive, and to enquire what suggested
improvements you wish carried out in order that we may try
these out in advance to test their feasability. For easy reference
I am dividing the facilities under various heads, although you
will appreciate that in some cases there is a certain amount of
overlapping - for instance, Meteorological Facilities overlap
Communications Facilities.

1. EXISTING FLYING OPERATIONS.
At present the only flying carried out in the Colony is done

by the Falkland Islands Government Air Service- (FIGAS), based
on Stanley. This service operates a Beaver and an Auster se-planc
and by the time you arrive a second Beaver will have been added.
An average of 50 hours flying is carried out each month, the work
being flying ambulance, mail-dropping and ordinary passenger
carrying. The staff is very small consisting of a pilot, two
engine--rs, a handyman, a clerk, a student-pilot and myself, who L, .
combines the duties of D.C.A. with those of spare pilot. This
represents the sum total of the technical staff connected with
aircraft in the Colony. From Stanley the aircraft visit the
thirty-odd farming settlements as and when r quired, the amount
of flying being curtailed by weather conditions rather than the
lack of demand for the service.

2. LANDING AREAS AND SAFETY FACILITIES.
Stanley is the principally used landing area in the Colony,

and, I anticipate, the only one your aircraft is likely to use.
I have enclosed a large scale topographical survey of the Stanley
area with this letter, to which I have made a few additions which
may be of use to your pilots. There are many other harbours in
the Falklands which would bo suitable for flying boat use in an
erne rgency.

Safety facilities are virtually non-existent. The local
air service has no crash tender, although when landing in Stanley
in poor conditions a small, slow motor launch does stand by. It
carries very little fire-fighting equipment however, and its
sole purpose is to pick up survivors should an aircraft overturn.
At the othej* landing areas the best that- can b.e hoped for is a
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small rowing "boat. The launch referred to above will however
be of service to you in searching the alighting area for floating
wreckage prior to take-off and landing, although fortunately
this problem is not nearly so prevalent here as on some harbours*

As you can sec from the attached chart, there are a fair
number of obstructions in Stanley Harbour, but despite this
there are long clear runs for flying boats landing from almost
any direction* I will advise your pilot during his approach to
the islands which direction I consider most suitable in the
prevailing conditions, but naturally if he elects to utilise a
different landing run when he has seen the harbour for himself,
he is free to do so. Local aircraft will be kept clear of the
circuit during your initial landings, so your pilots need have
no concern on that ground.

In Stanley a signals sqaurc with ja windsock is established
on the end of the Government Jetty. This is used for pilot
training, but if it would be of service to your pilots, it can
be maintained at any time when you are flying.

3. NAVIGATIONAL AIDS.
There are no navigational aids for aircraft in the

Falkland Islands. All flights are therefore made in VFR conditions
or at any rate in which map-reading is always possible. As
mentioned earlier, the only published charts are old and also
inaccurate, although the inaccuracies in outline do not
constitute a serious obstacle to the air navigator (I do not
believe that they exceed five miles at any point). I would
however, strongly advise your pilots to prepare in advance
a chart to the scale and projection they are accustomed to using.
I personally use a 1:500,000 home-made affair that I find much
more convenient than the Admiralty chart). The relief shown
on the Admiralty chart is also misleading in places, since
apparently high ground is shown where none in fact exists: the
spot heights should also be treated with reserve, since errors up
to 500 feet may be encountered ober the peaks.

4. RADIO COMMUNICATIONS, AIR/GROUND.
Over the islands contact with the aircraft is maintained

on 4.4 megacycles by R/T, and although there is no Air Traffic
Control Service, this RZT operated from FIGAS office does provide
similar facilities. The latest available meteorological data,
landing conditions etc can be obtained by aircraft in flight
by this means and it is also available as the emergency frequency
naturally with the very small number of aircraft operating here
a separate frequency is not required for emergency use. The
Meteorological office is also equippied with a transmitter, and
should the necessity arise, the pilot can speak direct to the
forecaster provided that the time is suitable and does not clash
with a different radio schedule at the Meteorological Office.
This last-mentioned system of communication is sometimes
necessary when an aircraft becomes weather bound away from base.

As a matter of interest, the F. I.D.S. bases in the
Antarctic also operate on 4.4 megs, and it is often possible
to speak to them when flying over the Falklands - reception
varying between strengths 3 to 5. I cannot at present see any
practical application for this for your aircraft, but it may
subsequently prove useful.

5. W/T and R/T communication with your aircraft can be
maintained during the flight from Montevideo to the Falklands
by the Government Wireless Station in Port Stanley. This has
already been done with complete success on one occasion with a
Sunderland flying boat owned by Aquilla Airways. I would be
grateful if you would advise me what frequency you wish to use
for this part of the flight. During the final hour of the flight
4.4 megacycles will however be obligatory, since it is the only
frequency upon which both control, FIGAS aircraft and the harbour
launch can operate.



6. MOORING FACILITIES.
Two mooring "buoys are "being established in the more

sheltered part of the harbour off the FIGAS slipway and hangar.
These moorings consist of three legs on each buoy, with a 6 cwt
anchor on each leg, and even in the gales preval nt in these
islands it is considred that these should prove amply strong enougj
The buoys will be made from 80 gallon metal drums, which will be
padded to avoid hull damage through inadvertent bumping. I would
however be extremely grateful if you could let me know any
special requirements you may have regarding these moorings, since
this is one of the few directions we can be of direct assistance
to you. Refuelling of the flying boats while laying at these
moorings can also be arranged if necessary, and a launch will be
available at all times for the use of your crews and maintenance
personnel.

7. MAINTENANCE FACILITIES.
While your aircraft are based in Port Stanley, the engineers

are welcome to use the facilities of the PICAS hangar for any
work they ' ish to do there, and naturally our staff will assist
in any way we can. However, we have very little equipment to offer,
and for any major work it would be best to rely upon" your own res­
ources.

The slipway at the hangar is large enough to take a
Catalina at high water should you wish to bea^h one for maintenance
work at any time, and a travelling crane is available in Stanley
which could be brought to the slipway for lifting major components
(such as engines) if necessary. Owing to the fact that the use
of the slipway by a Catalina would seriously disrupt the operations
of the local air service, it is regretted that permament use of the
slipway by your aircraft during your visit cannot be envisaged.

8. METEOROLOGICAL CONDITIONS .AND FACILITIES.
The staff of the Meteorological Office in Stanley are

exceptionally cooperative with the pilots, their assistance
being available whenever required. However, it is only fair to
mention to you that they are greatly hampered by the fact that
there is only one proper observing station in the Colony itself,
backed up by three untrained observers on the farms. So although
the spirit is willing, the flesh is sometimes weak, and local
forecasts do not approach the standard of European forecasts for
aircraft. However, I am confident that the Senior Meteorological
Officer will do all he can to meet the requirements of your
pilots while they are in the Falk ands, and I feel the best way
of arranging this will be by personal contact after your pilots
arrive.

Publications are available in London giving a synopsis of
local weather conditions, so I will not go into these in detail,
except to say that the local air service has proved that during
the summer months better flying conditions are encountered during
the first few hours immediately after dawn. This is for two
reasons: firstly the surface wind speed in the early hours is
generally very light, making for smoother flying at low altitudes,
and secondly because of the absence of cloud cover during this
period. This second reason is more likely to be of interest to
your pilots, since the operating limits of a Catalina in strong
winds is likely to be a good deal higher than those of an Auster
or a Beaver. We normally stop operating in winds in excess of
20-25 knots, and in the summer months the average wind speed on
the harbour in Stanley at midday is in excess of 20 knots. As I
say, this factor is not likely to weigh very heavily with you.
Bearing these comments in mind, you may wish to arrange for any
survey flying to be carried out in the early hours of the morning,
and it will therefore be of interest for you to know that we are
at present trying to organise a local aircraft forecast to be
made at approximately one hour before dawn during the summer
months.

I think that is about all I can tell you of local
conditions. If you have any other queries I should be only too
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pleased to answer these however. Before closing, there is one
small warning that you may consider presumptions, but which I do
feel obliged to make: we often find people in the U.K. confuse
the Falkland Islands with the Falkland Islands Dependencies, so
to make it quite clear to you, all the comments made in this
letter refer specifically to conditions in the Falkland Islands.
Quite naturally a vastly different set of conditions will be
encountered in the Dependencies, about-which-you have doubtless
laready been advised.

I hope this letter has not come as too much of a shock to
you - it was difficult to visualise exactly what you expected to
find here in the Falklands, so I have taken the liberty of making
the description fairly comprehensive. I am very much looking
forward to'meeting your staff in the fairly near future, and I
hope we shall be able to help them with therr work here.
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JHS/JLS

The Director^
Civil Aviation DefUrtment,
EA.L2.-~I.Y11' TD I S-LiA-elP £>.

Dear Sir,

</LTD.

London Office:
h, Albemarle Street

W. 1.
• i

5th September, 1955*

I have read with great interest your most useful and
informative letter about the facilities that will be available
to the aircraft of our survey expedition when they reach the
Falkland Islands. In this reply I deal with the points you
raise, but would assure you that in general your account
confirms what we had been led to expect.

1.

2.

3-

EXISTING FLYING OPERATIONS. We note your small staff,
but our two aircraft will bring ten men with them, which
should make them independent of your people, except for
advice and local knowledge.

Landing AREA & SAFETY FACILITIES. Except perhaps in
emergency, we plan to use port Stanley alone as an
alighting base, and are most grateful for your plan of
the area with the positions of buoys, etc. marked.
We would be glad of the indications from the signals
area, at least for the first arrival.

NAVIGAT IORAL AIDS. We shall not make the transit from
Montevideo until' "reasonably sure of reaching Port
Stanley in good condition. Your point about pre­
paring special charts has been noted.

RADIO COMMUNICATIONS» AIR/GROUND. International Aeradio i
have arranged with t'hF’lifei’. people at Port Stanley to be- J
able to communicate with them on 5566.5 and 88/4.5.5 kcs.
They will also carry /4.5OO kcs. which can be tuned to I
communicate on your hlj-OO frequency. I
The frequencies to be used during the transit Montevideo 1
to Falkland Islands will be 5566.5 and 88/45.5 kcs. '
During the final stages of the flight we would operate
on /4I1-OO. i

MOORING FACILITIES. We note with relief that you will 1
be able to provide moorings for our two Canso amphibians,
and also that re-fuelling can be arranged at the moo-rings
Our depot ship, the ”oluf Sven”, will leave about 10,000:
gallons of aviation fuel and 250 gallons of oil in
L|2p-gallon drums. It is probable that the ship will
arrive before the aircraft at Port Stanley.

MAINTENANCE FACILITIES. We thank you for the offer of
your hangar and”’slipway for necessary maintenance work (
and we assure you that we shall not disrupt your normal
operations more than necessary.

/

/8.
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5th September, 1955.

The Director,
Civil Aviation Department,
FALKLAND ISLANDS.

Dear Sir,

I have read with great interest your most useful and
informative letter about the facilities that will be available
to the aircraft of our survey expedition when they reach the
Falkland Islands. In this reply I deal with the points you
raise, but would assure you that in general your account confirms
what we had been led to expect.

1. EXISTING- FLYING- OPERATIONS. We note your small staff,
but our ’two aircraft will bring ten men with them, which
should make them independent of your people, except for
advice and local knowledge.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6 •

will leave about 10,000

Contd

The frequencies to be used during the transit
Montevideo to Falkland Islands will be 5566.5 and 88^
During the final stages of the flight we would operate
on 4400.

COMPANY OF THE WORLD WIDE HUNTING AVIATION GROUP

RADIO COMIIUNICATIONS ? AIR/GROUND. International Aerad^
have arranged with the ?Met. people at Port Stanley to bi
able to communicate with them on 5566.5 and 8845-5 kcs^
They will also carry 4500 kcs. which can be tuned tojJ
communicate on your 4400 frequency.

NAVIGATIONAL AIDS. We shall not make the transit from
Montevideo until reasonably sure of reaching Port Stanley
in good conditions. Your point about preparing special
charts has been noted.

M0 OR I NG- FACILITIES. We note with relief that you will ■
be able to provide moorings for our two Canso amphibians, il
and also that re-fuelling can be arranged at the moorings.
Our depot ship, the ”01uf Sven”,
gallons of aviation fuel and 250 gallons of oil in 44-gallon
drums. It is probable that the ship will arrive before

MAINTENANCE FACILITIES. We thank you for the offer of

LANDING AREA & SAFETY FACILITIES. Except perhaps in
emergency, we plan -co use Port Stanley alone as an
alighting base, and are most grateful for your plan of
the area with the positions of buoys, etc. marked. We
would be glad of the indications from the signals area,
at least for the first arrival.

FORESTRY, IRRIGATION, COMMUNICATIONS, GEOLOGY, MINING & ENGINEERING
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your hangar and slipway for necessary maintenance work and we
assure you that we shall not disrupt your normal operations
more than necessary.

8. METEOROLOGICAL OQIWITIQNS & FACILITIES. We feel that
on the spot consultation of prevailing weather conditions
between our crews and the duty Met. Officer will be a
satisfactory arrangement for the duration of the attempt
to photograph the'Falkland Islands.

I agree that our sorties are likely to start early in the
morning and that your intention to lay on a local forecast around
dawn is a wise one.

I fully realise that conditions at.Deception Island will be
very different from those at Port Stanley, particularly with
regard to met. I hope that the period during which the crews
and the met. men will be working together at Port Stanley will
enable them to appreciate each others needs and possibilities
for the subsequent effort in the Dependencies and to discuss the
situation thoroughly.

I greatly appreciate your helpful letter, and look forward
to meeting you when we arrive at Port Stanley in December.

Yours faithfully,

P.S. Referring to paragraph 6, '‘Mooring Facilities", I have just
learnt that our moorings expert here is uneasy about using
80-gallon oil drums as buoys in heavy weather, because continued
contact between the buoys and the aircraft might damage the
latter quite seriously. We are, therefore, arranging to bring
out in the ship two 55” Mark 2 aircraft rubber mooring buoys
complete with fittings down to the swivel. These buoys are the
standard R.A.F. flying boat buoys, and I think if you would like
to keep them and make application to the Ministry of Supply, we
could arrange to leave them there as your permanent property.
We can discuss this aspect of the matter when we get to the
Falkland Islands.
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9th September 55

It is the intention for the Air survey
Unit to start the survey of the Falklands about the
third week in November pending the preparation of
their Base at Deception Island#

We have been requested to make arrangements
for their accommodation and to provide dark room
facilities and are told that they may be expected
to remain in Stanley for about one month#

In view of the serious accommodation
problem existing in Stanley it has been decided to
approach you to seek permission from Commander-in-
Chief, America and West Indies, for the use of the
Royal Marine Barracks at the Naval Wireless station
for this purpose#

In addition to the facilities already
existing there it would be necessary for Government
to provide the following

1# Mains water supply to the living
quarters#

2# 6#2 K#V#A» portable generator for
all light and power#

3# Benches9 shelves and blacking out
facilities in one room for conversion
to dark room#

Upon completion of project -

1# Could be removed if necessary but
Admiralty may wish to retain as permanent
fixture#

2# Would be removed and the site made good#

3* Could be removed without trace but may
remain if required#

I should therefore be most grateful if you
could seek the necessary permission on our behalf on
the lines set out above#

W. S||O

Commanding Officer,
Mounts bay.

Copy to H.G.S.



. .erial Survey

Posts and Telegraphs
C.19 Broadcasting

Equipment

£^71
Dependencies erroneously
charged thereto by Crown i

5. Posts & Telegraphs
11. Mtce. installation

& provision of new
telephones

£500 To meet the cost of layiiv
new telephone cables.

6. Posts & Telegraphs
(Extraordinary Exp)
N.I. 15a Purchase of
R/T Sets

£265 To cover cost of R/T Sets fc
Farms (recoverable and will
appear as a Revenue item)', - .

7. Education £150 Text books etc. required fc
,----------- -—-—— -- -2.—Materials ' Darv/in Boarding School.

Salary—and
Tzennsport af
Lisrrict Nurse

The Chairman informed members that arrangements had been
made for an Aerisd. Survey of the Colony at no cost to Government
with the possible exception of transport of aircraft personnel
(estimated at £100 - £1 pO) and victualling for 15 men for one
month. The Committee agreed that this expenditure should be met.

Mr. Luxton raised the question of the salary of Mrs. Watson- "
which he considered inadequate, a view endorsed by the other two
members. The purchase of a small car for the District Nurse was
also recommended by the Committee. The Chairman said that he
would discuss both matters with the Acting Senior" Medical Officer an
report at the next meeting.,

Caretaker, The Committee considered that before any hard and fast rule
Darwin Boarding was laid down regardirg the salary etc. of the Caretaker for the
School Darwin Boarding School they might first of all inspect the school

and see the work involved. The Chairman said that he would arrange
....... -transport-for-Hon. Members.

Chairman Secretary



San Salvador,
Falkland Islands.

19th September, 1955.

The Acting Colonial Secretary,
Secretariat,
Stanley.

Sir,

It is my earnest wish to have this farm surveyed and
a map made of it in order to ascertain its exact size, the
lengths and positions of existing fences and the extent
of principal streams in relation to the fences.

It has been suggested to me, that it may be possible
to hire the services of a F.I.D.S. surveyor to do the
work during this season. I shall be most grateful if
you would advise me whether this may be done.

I am,
Sir,

for Manager,
Salvador.

Your obediant servant

u-h
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2?th September, 55.

? A,

Sir,

I am directed to refer to your letter of
1 9th eptember , 1955 9 in ’ c onnex 1 oj? iv T ’th“cr o urvey
of San Salvador and to inform. you that it is
hoped to make available the services of a
Falkland Islands Dependencies Survey surveyor
for this purpose in March or April, 1956.

2p I am to say that 0. further letter
will be sent to you on this subject at a later
date.

I am,
Sir,

Your obedient servant,

The Manager,
SALVADOR.

GT/VP

(S.2a) S.f. Trees .

ACTING COLOlilAL SECR Ta
? xr ■
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26th October

To: The Harbour Master,

From: The Colonial Secretary, Stanley.

Air Survey Arrangements.

I am directed to refer to your recent letter addressed to
Messrs. Hunting Aerosurveys, Ltd., and to their reply of the
5th September in connexion with the facilities to be made avail­
able locally for the air survey of the Colony.

2. His Honour the Officer Administering the Government
has directed me to request from you, for the information of
His Excellency the Governor on his return to the Colony, a note
on what action you propose to take in the light of the above-
mentioned letters, i.e. what has been done and vzhat remains to
be done, so far as the survey is concerned, together with an
approximate timetable.

(Sgd. ) S. G. Trees

Acting Colonial Secretary.

T/DM.



620/550/01 G

\gving
am the Secretary of State for the Colonies.

o the Officer Administering the Government of
28 0G1

Io......... ................... Saving \* 7 /955 ;?

J |
My Confidential Telegram No, 79 of 12th July.

Approval has now been given to Colonial Development

and Welfare Scheme No, Do2600 to cover the cost of the

first part of the air survey of the Colonyo

___J Copies of Memorandum CoD©W<,(d) No, 3454 are enclosed

herewith©

SECER



WAF 620/550/01 cTp.w. (D) 3U54

Falkland. Islands

Aerial Photography

Grant of £9,000.

Reference is invited to Colonial Office letter
(ref* WAF 552/558/01) of 15th August 1955 about the engagement
under contract of Hunting Aerosurveys Limited to commence during
1955/56, an aerial survey of the.Falkland Islands Dependencies.

It is probable that during the period of operations a period
of up to a month or longer may be spent by the two aircraft
required for the project, in the Falkland Islands before the base
at Deception Island is ready for the start of operations in the
Dependencies. The aircraft will therefore be available to under­
take air photography of the Colony between the latter part of
November and early December 1955 and it may also be possible to
spend some time on photography of the Falkland Islands on the -
return journey in April 1956. This should enable approximately
half the area to be covered. In the event of further operations
being carried out in 1956/57 opportunities for completing the
photography should arise.

The total area to be covered is said to be approximately
4,600 square miles; it will however be necessary to cover
approximately 6,000 square miles of land and water in order to
complete the photography of the whole of the Islands. The scale
of photography will be approximately 1/24,000 or from a flying
height of 12,000 ft. above sea-level.

Messrs. Hunting Aerosurveys Limited are prepared to carry
out the photography on similar terms to those appertaining to the
main survey of the Dependencies but subject to additional costs
of living for the crew of the two aircraft and any local expenses
which may be incurred in Stanley.

The proposals have the support of the Secretary of State1s
Survey advisers and it is therefore proposed to make a grant of
£9,000 from Colonial Development and Welfare funds allocated for
topographical surveys. Details are given in the attached
Financial Summary. A further application to cover the cost of
completing the work in 1956/57 will be submitted in due course.

Colonial Offico,
Sanctuary Buildings,
Great Smith Street,
S. W. 1.

13th October 1955.



FINANCIAL SUMMARY

1. Administering Authority - Government of Falkland Islands

2. Allocation - Geodetic and Topographic Surveys

3. Classification - Planning and Surveys

Description of Scheme - Aerial Photography of the Falkland
Islands hy Hunting Aerosurveys
Limited.

5. Total Cost - £9,000

6. Colonial Development and
Welfare Assistance
required - Grant of £9*000

7. Basis of Administration - Single head - £9,000



I

gstimated total cost of retaining the aircraft and

crew in the Falkland Islands for a period of six

weeks and carrying out photography of half the area 

(a) Moh i1is a tion

Port charges and other expenses of unloading of stores^
setting up of storage space’ for fuel, "photo laboratories
and equipment, and other preliminary expenses

at cost say £1,000

() W-QQ.kly Hire. fee

Included in the period of the main contract

but subject to the addition of local
expenses, hire of accommodation etc.,

say £120 per week

(c) Flyisa

Rate per aircraft per flying hour - £15 per hour

(d) Photography

Film paper, and chemicals used for the production
of one film negative and one rough set of contact
prints of each photograph - at cost + 5/ see (e) beloy^-.

Plus six sets of prints of verticle photographs
and index plots to be produced in United Kingdom

21/3 per
accepted exposure

(e) Sensupiable  ̂.St or ep, at cost plus 5/^

(i)k Petrol estimated to require for two
' " months operations with two aircraft

10,000 galls at U5d £1,875

Lubricating Oils for aircraft £100 - £1,975

(ii) Photographic materials for verticle
photography of half the area £800 /

£2,775
Plus 5/o . 1UO

£2,915

/Summary



Summary

1) Mobilisation — £1,000

2) Weekly Living and other
expenses
6 weeks @ £120 a week — £720

3) Flying time say 100 hours
@ £15 an hour £1,500

4) Photography say 2,U00 exposures
@ 21/3d —

/

£2,550

5) Consumable Stores as above - £3,000

£8,770

= (say)
*• ; '

£5^0:

C.0./3S03/55



From; Harbour Master. To: The Hon. Col. Sec.
h|| STxANLEY.

• 25th November, 1953«
A | • I

PATHOL ABOARD, 1.:. Va ”,QLU? SVEN”.
4..’..li.’' •_ .''I';. ; »■ ’ •■._

' '' T" f irid /thait' in”'addition -to • the\ 23O drums • of ■ Avgas that is" to be
■stored "in ' the Cahache:for uhe by the::Caasds, the .’Wf-ASven” -also carries
approximately 1,000 dr‘uins;,yf6r use down South. ' 'Aceorbing to - the -Harbour
Ordinance, the ship should not "lie ,:ln thlbTpart; bf the harbour with that
amount aboard. To anchor, her to the east of the Narrows, would, however, be
most .inconvenient from an adminitsrative point of view, while if we start
dibbherging .this whole lot for storage and the.Canache and then reloading
her again it will be a monumental task. -

2. As the hold in which the petrol is stowed is sealed and duite safe,
1 suggest that the regulation be waived in this case, and only the 230 drums
actually req.'.iired in the Colony be off-loaded. Arrangements are being made
for this to be done this afternoon into the ’’Philomel”, which will anchor of
tonight and take the petrol to the Canache tomorrow.

3* Po you agree to my proposal to waive the regulation in the circumstance
plese?

Harbour



Record.

Spoke H.C.S. Action should be taken only if i^ixmiskiEXEaKgo ship
carries explosives as ••well, as inflammable cargo. Harbour Clerk checked

■ with the Storekeeper onboard OLUF SVEN, who states that, to his knowledge,
the only explosives .capried are O22 cartridges (one case), and H.C.S.
ruled that no .further, action is required. '
? ,y.. ? ai.' '■■■-■ .. r ■

1



O9U6

30th November,

Sir

I am

COLONIAL SECRETARY.

The Manage**,
SALVADOR.

OA - p
Your obedient servant

for the Surveyor’s
you will arrange
engaged on your
if necessary.

2. ?’lo charge will be made
services, out it is assumed that
for his board and lodging whilst
farm, and provide transport etc.

I am directed to refer- to youz^J^tter of 19th
September, 1955, regarding the“surveying of your
farm, and to inform you that Government will en­
deavour to arrange fox* a Falkland islands depen­
dencies Survey Surveyor to undertake the work. It
is, however, regretted that a surveyor is not
likely to be available until about April next.



CODE.

TELEGRAM.

From GAVROB..,.. ..id QN.T.L.VXDE 0.- ..............

To......... COLONIAL...SBC jiEL’ARY DOR OLUF.. SVEr

Despatched: -IJth December, 19 55 Time: 0900

Received: 14th December, 19 55 Time: 0945

Cansos Montevideo 13th December.
advise S.T.D.

Will

Send cony to F.I.D.S. pl.
(INtld) W.H.

1U/12

\ <■

P/L:IMR



GOVERNMENT TELEGRAPH SERVICE

FALKLAND ISLANDS

SENT

Words

I'

Handed in at Date

To
K 02 J U-'.'

:■ « - - ■

Time

—c=C3>



Decode.
TELEGRAM.

From.....t :i AC STAPLE.,... ti Ql\ .TIG VIDEO............. ........

To COLONIA!, SECRETARY .

Despatched: iM-th December, 19 55 Time :195U

Received: 15th December, 19 55 Time: 1500

"Cansos" earliest departure 16th more
probably 17th onwards depending weather.

MACST APLE

SECNIDS. CopY to.
H.M. x
C.1/1.0. <
C . M. 0 . <
P. LASTER. < ALL INFORMED:.
C of C. <
S.W. <

. • / g .... h
P/L:IKH



GOVERNMENT TELEGRAPH SERVICE

>*■ FALKLAND ISLANDS

•

Number Office ofCN*igin Words V Handed in at Date

15.12.55

To
' V j I. C.. o All'. 3 ;J J < V -.

TEB OLUP SWI A c vgT
b ; . POLLO.anC -'GH ILTGjJER OLU? GVGH CARGOS R/JTGI. ARC

B PARAURR SlZTBRRTH ROr. ; P'./OBA LY SA. . .TA. :T1I OlLTAatDS
DA T-DJ-HG- WAATAAR.AT' A .

•j ^CR. '■ 1 AR

Time



Decode.
TELEGRAM.

From..........GAVROB MQEZSV1DEQ...............................

'f0 LT COLONIAL SECRETARY FOR L1OTT CLUF SVEN

Despatched: 17th December, 19 55 Time: 1315

Received: 17th December, 19 55 Time: 1200

Earliest departure outevideo Tuesday 20th due
Gavrob sick.

H.C.S.
H.M.
C.1/1,0.
S/F.
S/W.
c/c.
P.M.

P/L:I MR

GAVROB

)

) ALL INFORMED.
) AND
) TEL. REPEATED TO MOTT.



GOVERNMENT TELEGRAPH SERVICE

SENT

43 FALKLAND ISLANDS

Number Office of Origin Words Handed in at Date
c*H•H

To

•

;/T .
:: j
G ' S. .t 1• 15 I "p. y) 17't L<.

19/12

Time



Decode. Copy sent to S/F.
TELEGRAM.

From G-avrob, ..Montevideo

To Colonial Secretary

Despatched. 27th December,

Received: 28th December,

19 55 Time: 1620

19 55 Time : 1600

Astero obtaining diplomatic clearance Argentina for
flight on 31st, If weather suitable before will proceed
Port Stanley. If weather unsuitable for direct flight
will fly coastal route on 31st diverting Argentina if
necessary providing diplomatic clearance watertight. Will
advise movements soonest.

GAVROB
S/F A Copy.
H.M. 3
C.M.O. ) ALL INFOR],LED.
S . P. T . )
C of C. ) L .
Repeat to Mott.

P/L:IMR



GOVERNMENT TELEGRAPH SERVICE

FALKLAND ISLANDS

SENT

To

Number Office of Origin Words Handed in at ___ Pate
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3. XTf I Temporary Staff Nurse
4. I Domestic Servants
5. XXI ‘ Temporary Camp Schools
6. XVIII Special Constable
7<» VIII Maintenance of Government
8. II Seeds & Grasses
9. XIX Acting Postmaster

10. II Temporary Clerk

GASH BALANCES

Balances at j>1st January, 1948

JOINT COLONIAL FUND

Position at J1st December, 1947

The Colonial' Treasury,
Stanley, Falkland Islands.
2nd February, 1948.
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Owner< Station. Acreage. No. of Shdep.z4
Admiralty Title 1939 - 40.

E AS T__ PAL K L AN_K._

C "D• Bender. Moody Valley.

Bonner & Co. San Carlos.

Bi’taluga Bros. Gibraltar.

7775

90504

8-1951

7775
61000

40000

1824

24751

14521

Elkland Is. Co., Ltd. Darwin, North
Arm & Islands. 764501 685207 167773

” 11 ” ” Fitzroy. 152446 103283 36292

Smith & Sons. Berkeley Sound. 52578 36000 14238

J.W. McGill. Peninsular. 1800 1800 112

U.S. Browning &
J.W.' McGill. Mullet Creek. 4521 4521 1680

Mrs. F.O. Yonge. Bluff Cove. 30628 30628 4089

Estate T. Robson. Port Louis North. 39500 24000 9731

The Douglas Stn. Co.,Ltd.Douglas. 153295 80777 24129

Port. San Carlos, Co.,Ltd.Port San Carlos. 82880 42720 25952

Estate, J.J. Felton- Evelyn. 141701 85655 26121

Mrs. H.J. Pitaluga. Rincon Grande. 2U479_ 12000 ?
^707 7 3

V/ E S T F A L K L A N D.

J.L. Waldron. Ltd. port Howard. 180000 141000 34779

Holmstead Blake & Co. , Ltd. Hill Cove. 143124 109720 29602

Dean & Co. Port Stephens. 234910 182800 27827

Packe Bros & Co., Ltd.' Fox Bay East. 117839 111120 26545

Luxton & Anson. Chartres. 131147 100000 25025

Falkland Is. Co., Ltd. Fox Bay West. 104476 72798 26820
” ” ” ” Spring Point. 64189 60493

Bertrand & Felton. Westbourne.
77628_. 63100 14216

/oSSSl3
I S L A N D S.

Jt Hamilton. Weddell. 65743 54000 )
it ” Passage. ' 6480 6480 ) - 1 5663
»» ” Beaver. 13480 12000 )

G.T. Dean & Bros.. Pebble & Keppel. 47847 34900 19772

’» ” ” Jason. - - 2249

Estate W.D. Benney. Saunders. 32000 21000 8583

J Harsen. Carcass & Jason. 11200 11200 24290arcass
Only.

Mrs. Scott. New. 5946 5840 2298

Mrs. H. Ricketts. Sea Lion. 2548 2548 ?

Mrs. E.S. Matthews. West Swan. 982 982 9

West Point. 2700 2700 2277

Hummock. — 378

Falkland Is. Co., Ltd. Islands Section. 11016



1 STRANGLED COLONY

A BRITISH POSSESSION FAST IN THE GRIP OF .THE Lr'iNI) MONOPOLIST.

Reports of Crown colony ^scandals occasionally reach the ears
of the public, hut are pressed o-qt of recollection by the more
absorbing matters of interest at home. To-day however, we lay
before .our readers the general outlines of one of the most glaring
systems of oppression In the British dominions.

, The Falkland Islands are the only considerable group in the
South Atlantic, and consist of two large;islands East and West
Falkland, and some 200 islets. Their area is about 7,500 square
miles. The government is administered .by a governor assisted by
an Executive and Legislative Council, both appointed by the Crown.
The islands are fit for extensive sheep farming, and the export of
wool in 1889 was worth £.100,540. The population cin 1887 was
1,843. It consists exclusively .of Europeans or persons of
European .decent - Englishmen, Scotchmen, Irishmen, or descendants
of Spaniards.

The inhabitants of the islands who are not farmers are
caroenters or blacksmiths who are supported by jobs from the ships
that touch at Stanley, the chief town of the islands, or store­
keepers or farm labourers. The Falklands are the only Crown colony
under the British flag where the inhabitants

IRE EXCLUSIVELY EUROPEAN

and the occupants of the Falklands are the only exclusively
European population in the British Empire who are without

j representative government, being under the direct government of the
Colonial Office.

This, system of government may account for the following state
1 of facts. There is the greatest desire on the part of the ’

inhabitants to acquire land, but the Falkland Islands are in the
hands of some 27 landgrabbers and monopolists, including a
Falkland Islands Company, of which more hereafter. Heads of
families find no scope for the energies of their sons in the
Falklands. .The climate is salubrious, but the career of a farmer
is impossible, save to 27 favoured individuals, and accordingly
the younger population'emigrate to' the South American continent,
and thus the Empire is deprived of hardy and enterprising sons,
and an English colony depopulated, in -the interest of a score of
individuals. The leases and grants made to these 27 individuals
show something under 2-^- millions of acre s, al th ough 4-1 millitons of
acr~es "are occupied by them. Thus it may be said that these1*27^
individuals hold upwards of 2-J- millions of acres (

FOR THIGH NO RENT IS PAID,
< ‘ ---- ------ ■-------- -- , . X

and which, at the annual rentTof 220 for every 6,000'acres, she
bring a yearly revenue of nearly £7,000, or if sold at the pric
4s. per acre would realise a sum of £400,000. That these sums
mean to the Falklands will be best realised by the fact that th
tptal revenue in 1889 was only £8,628. Now how has this scand
arisen? There has been no proper survey of the land sold and
land held under lease in the Falkland- Islands. In ’all the Crc
col.onies it has been the uniform practice in the leasing or sal
lands to have a proper survey as a condition precedent to the f
settlement of the boundaries. The specific instructions giver
each governor of a Crown colony are that no lease should be sol
without a survey. The monstrous excess of land held by the 27
men, who hold 4| million acres, although legally entitled to 2J
million acres only, is accounted for bv the 'c

VANT OF A PROPER SURVEY

and by a curious error, whereby the calculation of the land was

defined/



defined with reference-to the nautfcal■chart of the colony, having
been made on the assumption. that.the chart was drawn to a scale of
statute miles, whereas"it was drawn to nautical miles.

-But this not all. These lands were leased originally for 21
years under an ordinance of 1871. In 1882, however, an ordinance
was introduced by the late governor. Mr. Kerr, making these leases
perpetually renewable, and thus, without any consideration whatever
on the part of the leasees,. binding up all the land in the colony
in the hands of 27 men. These leases were to be renewed, too, at
the rent the leaseholders originally paid, so that not only the
community at large was deprived of any chance of acouiring land,
but the revenue of the colony was affected. In 1890 a further ■
step was taken. The "upset" price of land for sale was. fixed by
a former ordinance at 4s. per acre, but by an ordinance passed in

- 1890 the price of land was reduced to 3s. per acre in favour of the
especially-favoured Falkland Islands Company, who bought, under
this ordinance, the enormous tract of 97,128 acres according to
the manifestly deficient survey. This ordinance was never
submitted by the late governor to the Executive-Council. It was
brought for the first time before the Legislative Council. Both
the Colonial Chaplain and the Colonial Burgeon, who are members
both of the Executive and the Legislative Council, withstood this
ordinance to the last, and wrote home to the Colonial Office

■■ AN< INDIGNANT PROTEST.

It is remarkable that Governor Kerr under whose ordinance this
enormous tract was sold to the Falkland Islands Company at 3s. per
acre in 1890, stated in 1883 that he -was not in favour of the price
of land being'reduced below 4s. per acre and advising that if the
Falkland Islands Company insisted on right of selection the land
should be raised to 8s. per acre.

Every successive governor Jias claimed for a survey but to no
’purpose. Even Governor Kerr himself in 1882 .wrote : "1 was . __ L
surprised to find how inaccurately the land had been measured from
the nautical chart ,of the colony"; arid again in September, 1883,
"When accurate .surveys are made .1 have good reason to believe they
will probably be sufficiently paying to recoup the Government for
the expense " thus showing, in his opinion at least, that the land
was held subject to survey and to correction thereby. Sir Roger \
Tuckfield Goldsworthy, one of the heroes of the defence of
Lucknow, the present Governor of the Falklands is at present in
London on a short vacation. Before he left Stanley all the
leading inhabitants - with the exception, of course .of the 27
monopolists and their dependents - presented a petition to him
praying that the Government would send out

' A COMMISSION OF INQUIRY

toyinvestigate and inquire into this land question, a burning one
wifth the people of'.the Falklands, -.who have been so cruelly deprived
b.(y a monopoly of the means of livelihood. We hope that Lord

LSipon will use his best endeavours to remedy this gross public
scandal by securing for "the .people some of the land held by the
leaseholders in excess of the acerage mentioned in their leases,
Half-measures are useless. We' believe we are not wrong in statin/
that both Lord Rip op and Mr. Sydney Buxton have the interest of the
community at heart, and will see that justice is done to them.




