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Please see the correspondence on this file. Canning 
is away and will not he back for sometime. What he does 
not say in Minute 8 is whether or not our participation 
will be helpful to the other countries in the region. I 
do not think, however, that we need necessarily hold this 
up until he returns, and I suggest a veiy cautious reply 
on the lines of the attached draft. I think we can be 
fairly certain that the Legislature will not be very 
willing to ^$=3?? any additional funds as a contribution 
from the Colony.



SAVING rI’E LEGRAM.

From: The Officer Administering the Government of the Falkland Islands.

The Secretary of State for the Colonie;To:

Fate:

Your Savingram No. 126 of the 26th October, 1959*
Meteorological Services•

F. [. ref:
C. 0. ref:

14th January, i960.
SAVING.

0003
COM. 163/516/01

CO: ONT

GOVgjB

I can seem objection in principle to the scheme put forward 
, by the Permanent Representative of Ghana for a South Atlantic 

l Met :orological Project. It might, however, be difficult fox' the 
k Meteorological Service here to participate if any substantial in* 

in" staff would be involved. Moreover, I should make it 
^k'Uur that I can see no prospect of the Legislature providing funds 

enable the Colony to contribute financially to the costs of the 
The question of a contribution from Dependencies funds 

be considered, if necessary, when more is known of the im* 
of the project.

Nl'- 21.



COM. 163/516/0i.

■■ /

From the-Governor of St. Helena

No.

I'

For once its remotenessexpenditure in this island.
would be an asset instead of a serious disadvantage•

could only benefit from the fuller local meteorological
information that would become available#

I notice that Tristan da Cunha (where the South2.

African Government maintains a meteorological station) I

is not mentioned#

The need for an installation in Ascension would3.

depend on the extent to which the meteorological in format id

which is collected at the United States base and which 1

believe to bet considerable fell short of what was required

for the project or could not be made available for the

purpose.

Governor#

/

UM vs (X

Tncidently, St. Kej ena being wholly dependent on agriculture 

and having no natural source of power except wind power

(9042/1/59)
SAVING TELEGRAM

/
//

1 \

/i

i I 
■

126) South Atlantic Meteorological Project.

warmly welcome this project on account of the resulting

Your saving Mo. 165 (to Falkland Islands as

I s hould

To The Secretary of State for the Colonies
$gggeated Governor Falkland Islands 

/ Decemberf 1959.
Saving.

/di

Mo,

/
/

/
/

I

I
/
/



13th January

Chief Meteorological Officer Colonial Secretary,

STANLEY.Stanley, Falkland Islands.

Subject Payment to part time Observers. VIII, 1

n.
<>

Xo. FIDMS 500/61/4
It is requested 

that, in any refer­
ence to this memo- 

the above
^.and date 

shoulSR quoted.

..jjjn t

i?Q.

19 61

Three stations, Darwin, Fox Bay and West Point new do a daily 1200 G-.M.T. 
observation, the payment for which has so far been £10 per annum. Permission 
is requested to raise this figure to £12 per annum. This will cost the 
Colony an additional £6 per annum, but will leave expenditure well within 
the Estimates. It will also, I believe, be a worth-while gesture of 
appreciation for the work done by these voluntary observers.

f, r f a MEMORANDUM.
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F
6111th September

From: THE OFFICER ADMINISTERING THE

A/C SECFIDSTo:

Stanley

Government Lands and Buildings Occupied by F.I.D.S.

Buildings

Lands

X?

OFFICER ADMINISTERING THE GOVERN?.- ENT

2>4

co 2

A* I presume that a decision will fairly soon be made as to what is 
to happen to the old building. If it is still to be used by F.I.D.S.
I should hardly think that the question of a rent need be brought up, 
but if it is worth insuring, and if F.I.D.S. are going to use it, then 
I think they should pay the insurance premium. If the building is to 
be demolished, then I think it is reasonable that the materials should 
be regarded as the property of the Colonial Government.

3. Then in 1953? when making a list of Government buildin ;s to be 
insured, somebody made a note that the Met. Station should be added. 
There may have been some other correspondence at this time, but it was 
presumably burned in the fire.

GOVERNMENT,

5. I am inclined to doubt whether it is really necessary for the 
Dependencies Government to pay a rent to the Falkland Islands Government 
for Crown Land occupied by the Dependencies. There is, however, some 
land which I think has definitely been bought by the Dependencies Govern­
ment, and the question arises as to whether it is necessary to make any 
distinction between this. If we take the view that all land occupied by 
the Dependencies would revert to the Colonial Government in the event of 
the Dependencies not using it, that perhaps is sufficient, but if the 
Dependencies claimed some particular right to the land which they have 
bought, then it would be necessary to make some distinction between this 
and the land which they were occupying with the permission of the Colonial 
Government, and in that case perhaps it would be necessary to charge some 
rent for the latter to maintain the Colonial Government’s position. I 
do not know whether you have any plan or lease of the plots occupied by 
the dependencies, from which it would be possible to learn the position 
easily. If so, perhaps you could let me know, and let me have your 
views on the subject.

The case which has nor; come up is the old Met. Station. This 
\7as originally an old Defence Force building, and it was erected at 
Government expense on its present site, Government having acquired the 
land for it. The. way this came about was as follows. The Met. 
Station had previously been run by the Navy, and they suggested that 
they would hand over all their equipment to the Colonial Government, 
and that the Colonial Government should run it in future. This 
started in about 1%4«
2. In 1946 it was decided that the Air Ministry would take it over. 
There are minutes of the oiscussions that took place. Apparently it 
was all merely handed over to the Air Ministry, and there was no question 
of renting out the building.



61.2nd October, 19

The Hon. Colonial Secretary.
The Acting Secretary, F. I. D.. S. Stanley.

Stanley, Falkland Islands.

Subject

EC/SC

V 1 L<l~i

MEMORANDUM.
5^

No, 100/88
It is requested 

that, j^ 'ny refer­
ence uF s memo­
randum the above 
number and date 
should be quoted.

Finally, as a point of interest, I have ascertained that F.I.D.S. 
have erected, at our own expense, approximately one third of the old building.

■$/ n-

With reference to your memo dated the 11th September, 1$61, regarding 
the old Met. Station, F.I.D.S. wish to continue occupation of the old met. building 
and it is agreed that the insurance of the building should therefore become a 
F.I.D.S. commitment. Consequently, I should be grateful for all particulars 
on the present policy and to know if it covers insurance on the three nissen 
huts adjacent to the present building. When I have this information I will 
make arrangements to renew the policy when the present one expires.

ki?
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to
0008

61.

To:

The Colonial Secretary, Falkland Islands Dependencies Survey,From:

STAHLEY.

Meteorological Station

(Sgd) D.R. Morris on.

COLONIAL SECRETARYi/ for

This includes the outbuildings as well.
The cost works out

Acting Secretary,

October,

I am directed to refer to your memorandum reference 100/88 of 
the 2nd October, 1961, and to inform you that the Meteorologies,! Station 
is insured for £12,000. 
Policy No. is 9503407 and the item number is 10. 
to K/$> = £28. 15. -a.

1 DK’/EH
Ac y



0008
61.30th October,

The Acting Secretary,To:

Falkland Islands Dependencies SurveyFrom;
STANLEY.

government Lands and Buildings occupied by FIDS.

(Sgd) H.L. Bound.

for COLONIAL SECRETARY
c2.161-(He

I an directed to refer to my memorandum of the 11th September, 
1961, and your reply thereto dated the 2nd inst., and to request you 
to submit your views on paragraph 5 which deals with the occupation 
of Crown Lands by your Survey.

The Colonial Secretary,

O (. \ .tr: C’



10th November,

H. C. S.

Stanley.Acting Secretary, F. I. D, S.

Stanley, Falkland Islands.
g.S.G c2 i taid-Vc

Subj ect

Please refer to your memo 0008 dated the 30th October, I96I, and'is
para 5 of your memo of the 11th September, 1961.

(a) Land and dwellings purchased from private individuals.

(a) 9 Srandon Road. House and land purchased from a private individual.
12 Davies Street, House and land purchased from a private individual.
6 A Brisbane Road. House and land purchased from a private individual.

Land bought from a private individual

House built

Land loaned by Colonial Government. House built

Land loaned by Colonial Government. House built

Building erected by Dependencies

Area/...

*-

The land which the Dependencies Government has in holdings at 
present can be divided into three groups.

56 Davies Street.
by Dependencies Government.

9 Ross Road West, 
by Dependencies Government.

John Street (J.R. Green).
and house erected by Dependencies Government.

Area occupied by F.I.D.S. H.Q. 
Government.

1

New
Old

1

i

A \ V - w JV . A

G ip
No. FIDS 85/273

It is requested 
that, iu any refer­
ence to memo- 
randuinWe above 
number and date 
should be quoted.

/ ' M EMORAN DUM.
61.19

/

The exception to (c) is the F.I.D.S. Warehouse buildings by the Public Jetty. 
These are wholly Colonial Government buildings on loan to the Dependencies. 
The following are details of holdings categorised into the above.

1 Pioneer Row. House and land bought from a private individual.
This property was eventually exchanged with the Colonial Government’s 
property at 1 Barrack Street.

(c) Land on loan from the Colonial Government for the erection by 
the Dependencies Government of official premises, F.I.D.S. H.Q., 
Meteorological Office, etc.

(b) Land on loan from the Colonial Government for the erection 
by the Dependencies Government of dwellings for officers of 
the dependencies Government.

(c) Area on Murray Heights occupied by Meteorological Station.
meteorological station erected by Dependencies Government.
meteorological building on loan to Dependencies by Colonial Government.

(b) la Pioneer Row. Land loaned by Colonial Government, 
by Dependencies Government.



3>c
- 2 -

If refused then sold to private

Government.

7 I
•i i

dP* • & • o£.
EC/SC 2 7 x.' Ch

2

)

The land and buildings under (c) be return to the Colonial 
Under discussion as to whether compensation for those 

buildings erected by Dependencies Government should be invoked.

/ C'

!

[ (Vo te 
k y 3^

17/W

Regarding the future of land bought or occupied by Dependencies 
Government in the event of a general vacation, the following is envisaged.

J

, I tv 
th

The dwellings under (b) be offered for sale on first refusal 
principle to the Colonial Government.
individuals, but sale price to cover re-imbursement of land price to 
Colonial Government.

The land and dwellings under (a) be offered for sale on first 
refusal principle to the Colonial Government. If refused then sold to 
private individuals.

Area occupied by F.I.D.S. Warehouses. Buildings 
erected by Colonial Government and improved by 
Dependencies. A small garage has been built by 
Dependencies Government on the land.
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GOVERNMENT TELEGRAPH SERVICECOPY
FALKLAND ISLANDS AND DEPENDENCIES.

RECEIVED.—250 Pd/7/59).(W. &

Words Handed in at DateOffice of OriginNumber

4.12.6166 1710ZBH52

To
ETAT CMO PSY=

STAFF REDUCED TO TOO IN VIEW OF HUSVIK AND SALVESENS NOT OPERATING THIS
SEASON STOP THE REQUEST FOR YOUR COOPERATION IN TAKING OVER OUR 0215 GMT
BROADCAST WAS TO ENDEAVOUR TO REDUCE WORKING HOURS OF TOO MAN STATION STOP
REGARDS

ADMINISTRATIVE

I
U ClTime

YOUR FID MS 173 STOP MANY THANKS FOR YOUR COOPERATION STOP REFERENCE 0215 
BROADCAST CONFIRMED BI BORLAND 1st JANUARY SATISFACTORY STOP PRESENT W/T



The Colonial Secretary
The Secretary, F.I.D.S.

Stanley, Falkland Islands.

Subject
Government Lands and. Buildings Occupied by F.I.D.S.

Accordingly I wish to amend one incorrect statement

(a)

(b)

(c)

<4
jrg/hdc

2=1

The whole situation appears t o have been settled most satisfactorily, 
but I thought it might be helpful to amplify the record.

Jl

I96i
14th December,

It seems possible that this arrangement came about because:
Government wished to make use of the property in Ross Road 
for other purposes;
The Naval Meteorological Service were glad of an opportunity 
to occupy a site more favourably exposed for meteorological 
purposes;
With a future Air Service in mind, Government appreciated that 
a permanent Meteorological Service would be required*

I have to refer to your memorandum dated 11 September, 1961 and to 
the memorandum dated 10 November, 1961 (FIDS 85/273) addressed to you by 
the Acting Secretary, F.I.D.S. in reply*

V MEMORANDUM.

‘ hh;.<; A' ' ' l!i

The F.I.D.M.S., continued to occupy the building, which had first been 
occupied by the Naval Meteorological Services for the few months before it 
handed over the Service to the Air Ministry in November, 1946* It 
transpires that this building originally belonged to the Army, who had set it 
up on Mount Low for use by the Defence Force as an outpost hut. For reasons 
which are not clear the hut was dismantled by Government in 1945 und 
transferred to its present site at a cost to Government of £850. The Naval 
Meteorological Service then moved into it from a house which they had previously 
occupied in Ross Road. At the time of the move Government agreed to maintain 
the new building free of charge.

No. 85/277
It is requested \ 

that, in any refer- r 
ence to this menio- 
randffeflfce above 
numbeiWIid date 
should be quoted.

;;ith reference to paragraphs 2 and 3 of your memorandum under reference, 
the situation was much as you have stated except that there is a gap in the 
history. In 1947 it was decided to form a Falkland Islands Dependencies 
Meteorological Service. For various reasons the proposed new Service did 
not come into operation until 1950* It ‘was subsidised from Dependencies’ 
funds with a percentage contribution from the Colony to cover the cost of 
local services, e.g. forecasts for aviation.

These papers set out the position in full and will, no doubt, be used 
for future reference.
which was made by the Acting Secretary, F.I.D.S. (who could not have known 
the true position) about the ownership of the warehouses and associated 
buildings at the head of the public jetty. The buildings stand on crown 
land but are owned entirely by F.I.D.S., having been bought from 
Mr. V/. Hutchinson early in 1952.

I do not wish to dispute ownership of the building but I would suggest 
that it was handed over to Government for use by the organisation 
performing meteorological services and that Government was prepared to 
bear the cost of its erection in order to obtain release of a property 
occupied by the Navy.
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.........SavingNo.__

Meteorological Staff

SEC_sR.

s *

L

<-f-2

L

Our Ref: FST ^8/2/01

A/tOC-UZ)^ vv i rz c • vw ’ o •

I enclose a copy of a letter from the Meteorological 
Office expressing concern regarding the domestic 'accommodation 
of their staff in Stanley and the consequential staffing 
difficulties.

I should be grateful for report on the position 
urgently.

Saving ,
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- *■

From Secretary of State for the Colonies.
To the Officer Administering the Government of. eaiJCU-TO...isi.m-MDS -

Date /... October..* .1.962.-- ----------

±0



COPY

21st September, 19^2.

Dear Pettitt,

/It

Please address any reply to
The Director-General
and quote M.23279/62/DDMO(O)
Your reference:

. meteorological office
London Road, Bracknell, Berkshire 

Telegrams: Metbrack Wire London 
Telephone: Bracknell 2420,ext

R.G. Pettitt, Esq.,
The Church House, 

Gt. Smith Street,
S.W.1.

I am writing to express our concern in the 
Meteorological Office about the situation in Stanley 
regarding the domestic accommodation of our Staff. 
A report which I have just received from the Chief 
Meteorological Officer therepaints a very serious 
picture about the quality of the accommodation at 
present occupied by his staff, whether married or 
single, and explains that in any event some of this 
accommodation will cease to be available as soon' as 
it is vacated by the present occupants on becoming 
tour expired. As a further complication, the Chief 
Meteorological Officer suggests that some of the other 
houses are not fit for re-occupation and should be 
condemned.

While I am naturally worried about the conditions 
under which our staff at present in Stanley are living 
my immediate anxiety arises from the difficulty of 
posting staff from U.K. to replace those who will be 
returning home after completing their tours. Five 
such postings fall due in the next 6 to 9 months. 
However, before our staff leave U.K. on an overseas 
posting, it is essential to give them satisfactory 
assurances about the availability of accommodation on 
their arrival at their new stations. At present it 
does not look as if these assurances can be given.



-2-

Yours sincerely,
'(sgd) P.J• Me ade

(P.J. MEADE)

It seems to me that an immediate study of the 
accommodation problem should be made it we are to avoid 
the danger of a breakdown in the meteorological 
organisation in Stahley. . No doubt you will wish to 
have some enquiries made and iif these confirm the grim 
outlook that has been presented to me, I should be very 
grateful if you would take :urgent steps to improve the 
situation.



Having TELEGRAM.

From: lhe Officer Administering the Government of the Falkland Island:.8.

To:

Date:

164No. SAVING.

Meteorological Staff#

Your Savingram Mo. 90 October % 1962.

(a) are these services to continue and

(b) what is their establishment to be?

I. ref:
0. ref:

The Secretary for Technical Co-operation.

27th October, 1962

5. Probably the main forecasting commitment of the meteorological
office is the provision of forecasts three times daily for pelagic 
whaling fleets from December to April each year. I think there were 
good reasons for providing these forecasts while the whaling companies 
were operating at South Georgia, and while so much of South Georgia1 s 
revenue was absorbed by the Antarctic. In the past Salvesen sent two 
pelagic expeditions south annually, but this year he has sent only one, 
and it is doubtful if he will send any next year. Stanley forecasts, 
therefore, are likely to benefit only foreign expeditions, primarily 
Russian and Japanese* I can find nothing in ny files to indicate 
that the provision of forecasts for pelagic whalers was the subject of 
any/.*.

5* The present hit-and-miss basis is most unsatisfactory, and
I think the time has come to decide on the future of the meteorological 
and radio-sonde service in Stanley. The questions to be answered are:-

4* I have no doubt that there must be some meteorological
organisation in Stanley to supervise mid co-ordinate the work at the 
Antarctic bases, and to disseminate information, but this work of 
itself would hardly require a staff of 10 men. The meteorological 
office prepares daily weather forecasts for the Falkland Islands, and 
if these and whaling forecasts (on vhich I comment in the next 
paragraph) were not required the staff could certainly be reduced.
I would be reluctant to sec Colony forecasts go, but I am veiy doubtful 
whether the Colony would be prepared to increase its contribution to 
the meteorological service, which is now £500 a year, and it will 
certainly not be prepared to vote funds for the building of quarters. 
The forecasts arc useful to the local air service but they arc not 
essential, since the longest direct flight is only some one hour 
twenty minutes, and weather reports are given by radio telephone 
from all Camp stations to be visited before flights commence.

2. There is no easy solution to this natter and, unfortunately,
Government has no houses available, for it has insufficient accommodation 
fox' its own expatriate staff. ThetJ.U.O. has had to do the best he can 
for his staff by attempting to rent houses from private individuals and 
to secure accommodation in the so-called Motel for his single men. 
This has been a constant worry to him during his service in the 
Falklands.

I have discussed this matter with the G.M.O. since my 
return to the Colony and I have seen his report to the Secretary, 
Meteorological Office. There is no doubt that the position is 
serious and that the meteorological and radio-sonde staff arc now 
left with few houses. I would designate these as four suitable 
and one doubtful but, of course, much depends on the size of 
families. Accommodation for single men is also vexy difficult.
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6. I am sending a copy of this Savingram to Sir Vivian Fuchs.

COl/ERIOH

£A /0 .1 . ,o
EPA/SC

U

any international agreement, and I suspect they were initiated because 
of South Georgia1 s financial contribution to Government.

No WkCeui-i

| 2, - Z -

k 1 e •

Av u

A L U

A S

A

A 4

6. I think the three interested parties, i.e. the I'eteorological
Office in London, the British Antarctic Survey and the Colony should 
now decide what meteorological information they require and the staff 
which will be necessary to provide it. When this has been done we will 
know the number of men for whom accommodation must be provided in 
Stanley on a permanent basis.
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TELEGRAMNo* 71

From SECRETARY OF STATE to GOVERNOR

Despatched: Time: Received: 16.2.63 Time : 101515-2.63 2310

Your savingram No* 16 4/6 2*42. Meteorological

Meeting fixed for March 20th.
2.

Secretary of State

G-.T.Co : LH (intld.) HLB

1

9oIn confidence No. 
Staff.

Other departments have given notice of intention to re-open 
re-allocation of cost of Radio Sonde unit on grounds Aviation interest 
has lessened with opening of station on South African mainland. It 
is assumed you will wish to insist on no further increase in Dependencies 
contribution in view whaling position or to withdraw contribution 
altogether. Would you wish to press for retention of unit if other 
parties so advise?
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SENT.NO. 19e

From SECRETARY OF STATE to GOVERNOR

Despatched: Time : Received: 20.2.63 Time: 100019*2.63 1322

PRIORITY. IMMEDIATE.

Unnumbered. My telegram No. 9- Meteorological staff.

Secretary of State

P/L : LH 
(intld.) DM

In paragraph 2 please read “South American repeat South 
American for South African mainland'*.

Phoned Private Secretary 212 og

TELEGRAM



y.e8,

RHDM/IM.

1 Radio Sonde supplies information to that station re­
lating to temperature humidity and winds from ground 
up to 80,000 feet. Although the information is not 
indispensable it aids the accuracy of the forecasts 
and is of considerable use to the South Georgia fore­
caster. Radio Sonde information would be of much use 
if the Trans-Polar Air Service operates*.
I have not discussed this matter with Mr. Stubley as Y.E. 

had discussed these matters generally with Mr. Canning, but 
I could of course if necessary ask his opinion as to how serious 
the loss of Radio Sonde would be. I am inclined to wonder 
whether, in view of the present state of South Georgia finances 
the payment even at the present rate could be justified, but 
I should imagine that the answer to the present question is 
that we would wish to insist on no further increase in the 
Dependencies contribution and that we would not wish to press 
for retention of the unit.

Please see f.The general question of contribution 
to the expenses of the Met. Service and of Radio Sonde is 
dealt with at U2, but the question of contribution to Radio 
Sonde was also taken up in 1958 in file llj.76. The Colony 
does not contribute directly to the cost of Radio Sonde but 
an annual contribution is made by the Dependencies, the amount 
due being assessed by the Secretary of State. This year it 
amounts to £3,350. See correspondence at b.c. The benefit 
of Radio Sonde is discussed at 35 of 1U76 where it is minuted 
that the acting C.M.O. states as follows -



iP7

Your Excellency

use to

com-

io. &. e>.

C.M.O.1.5.63

CuaO

nit, ra . h-ex

II?!
Smm S C1“® “

I have taken the liberty of making two slight amendments 
in pencil to your draft telegram.

ay

In connection with the summer whaling forecasts, 
at present internationally committed to provide surface analyses 
(as distinct from forecasts) at 1730 L.T. daily. The preparation 
of these analyses is quite time consuming, and I do not think that 
a statement of the forecaster commitment at Stanley would be quite 
representative without mention of them.

4|_ -

On the question of the number of assistant staff in the 
Stanley Forecast Office, I can see no way of effecting any economies 
while we have the heavy commitment of working up data for the 
pilation of the Annual Meteorological Tables (for B.A.S.), and the 
comparatively heavy commitment of rendering returns of radiation 
observations (for Air Ministry and W.M.O.).

we are

Regarding the second proposed amendment, I doubt whether 
we could continue to provide a forecast service on seven days a 
week with only C.M.O. and one forecaster during the winter months.

1 Fortunately our only routine W.M.O. commitments throughout the year 
j! are the forecasts for Falkland Islands and Coastal Waters issued
daily at 1115 and 1730 L.T. Perhaps W.M.O. agreement to their dis­
continuation at 1730 on Saturdays and at 1115 and 1730 on Sundays 
could be obtained. I am a little doubtful as to whether the number 
of ships operating in Falklands coastal waters really justifies any 
routine issues in the winter, but I should be reluctant to see them 
discontinued altogether because I believe they are of some 
Falklands farmers during the week.

atJRv



Shipping Forecasts & Analyses Issued by Stahley Met.

(l) Forecasts

(a) B.A.S. Ships & ProtectorDecember 1962

+ 1

(a)January 1963
(b)
(c) 93 + 1

(a)February 19&3 102
X(b)

(c) 84

(ll) Surface Analyses

(a) Protector & Shipping GenerallyDecember 1962
(b) Whalers (WMO) 31

(a)January 19&3
(b) 31

(a) 28February 19&3
x(b) 28

lOZp
X

87
X(b) Pelagic Whalers

(c) Others (mainly Forecasts for Falklands
& Coastal Waters)

31
X

31
X

63
63 *

x International (W.M. 0.) Commitment

82p

93
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TELEGRAM SENT.

From GOVERNOR to SECRETARY OF STATE

Despatched: 5.3.63. Time :Time: Received:

in ccwmmgs

Meteorological staff.Your telegram No. 9.No. 23.

4.

December

Januazy

February

6

1/ _ _ 1

B.A.S. ships and HMS Protector
Pelagic whalers
Other

87
63
63

104
93
93

102
84
82k

(< 
(b 
(c 
(a

(c 
(a 
>b- 
(c

C'

To assist in assessing value of Stanley meteorological station 
to shipping, following forecasts have been supplied during the past 
three months:- •.

(b) and (c) are international (W.M.O.) commitments.

Although Radio Sonde is helpful for local forecasting the radar 
element is not essential. C.M.O. considers a Radio Sonde station here 
is valuable in providing conparison data for upper air research in 
conjunction with the stations at Argentine Islands and Halley Bay. I 
am not competent to say how inportant this is scientifically and perhaps 
stations on South American mainland could provide information for research 
purposes on conditions in the approximate latitude of the Falklands. 
Radio Sonde temperatures are useful but not essential for local and 
shipping forecasts. I do not feel I can press for retention of unit 
if its only function is to provide tenperatures.

5. In addition to forecasts, 90 surface analyses have been provided 
during the past three months for Protector and shipping generally and 90 
for whalers. The last is a W.M.O. commitment.

2. The preparation of forecasts for Falklands and local air 
service take little additional time since information is available in 
charts prepared for shipping. Wireless operators must receive 
information from Chile and Argentine to enable Met. Office to prepare 
shipping forecasts and there would be no saving in their time if local 
forecasts abandoned. C.M.O. feels however that during winter months 
when no pelagic whaling ships and no B.A.S. ships operating one fore­
caster (in addition to himself) would be sufficient if local forecasts 
could be suspended at weekends, but two are needed from November to April.

3. There seems little justification to retain forecaster at South 
Georgia now that there is no shore based whaling and the South Georgia 
forecast area could be covered from Stanley for pelagic whalers. It 
might be possible to arrange for forecaster there (who is permanent and 
pensionable) to serve in Stanley during southern summer. Alternatively 

a forecaster could come out and return in a R. R.S.
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TELEGRAM SENT.

From GOVERNOR to SECRETARY OF STATE

Despatched: Time:Time: Received:

IN CONJTDENCH. No. 23. continued* Page 2.

8. Please pass copy of this telegram to Fuchs.

!

GOVjWOR.

GTC : ER

Copy to B.A.S.

II

6. On reconsidering question of forecasts and surface 
analyses from Stanley for whalers I think that although these 
forecasts may only benefit foreign esq) editions in future their 
abandonment would be criticised internationally and this could 
weaken our position vis-a-vis the Argentine both in the Colony 
and B.A.T.

7. C.M.O. sees no way of effecting economies in assistant 
staff so long as Met.Office is committed to working up data for 
the compilation of the Annual Meteorological tables (B.A.S.) 
and to compiling returns of radiation observations for Air 
Ministry and W.M.O.

-

<2



I )ecode.

SENT.TELEGRAM

From GOVERNOR to SECRETARY OF STATE

Time :Received:Time .Despatched: 8.3.63

No. 24 Mytel No. 2J Meteorological Staff. Following

received from Staten. IslandUSS which has been in our

Antarctic for weeks begins Your reports andarea seven
forecasts accurate helpful and greatly appreciatedwere very
ends i

GOVERNOR

/)C 0

Copy to B.A.S.

P/t 
epa/er
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TELEGRAM SENT.

From SECRETARY OF STATE to GOVERNOR
M

Despatched: Received:
19.4.6319.4.63.

IN comxoaB.

Nq.,2Z. Your telegram Noo 23. Meteorological Service.<dO

Meeting decided

SECER

if

Copies to: O.I.C. BAS

CM.O.

H.CS

fa

\

V
G.T.C. : ER.

Time:
0130

(1) Central Meteorological office should be kept in 
being xvithout change in establishment and should 
continue to provide forecast service.

(2) Every effort should be made to maintain Radio 
Scnde/Radio Wind Station.

C3>

As regards (2) Meteorological office advised also entire 
ground equipment would have to be replaced within the next few 
years and station removed to more suitable site. Ministry of 
Aviation arc considering continuing their financial contribution 
at existing level for the next two financial years so as to avoid 
any interruption of service while the question of future capital 
expenditure is being considered. Further information regarding 
this will be sent to you later.

Time '
1515

Meantime grateful if in consultation with C.M.O. proposals 
could be worked out for housing requirements for the entire 
Meteorological staff together with estimates of cost, and submitted 
by telegram as scon as possible.
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TELEGRAM SENT.

From GOVERNOR to SECRETARY OF STATE

Despatched: Received: Time:Time: 083018.5.63.

m CCMPIDMCE

No. 40. Your telegram No. 27 Meteorological Service.

2.

3-

Envisage supplier

GOVERNOR

r-

G.T.C. / ER Distribution:

Government also need to build additional staff quarters 
six.

5.
on actual

4.
say up to

Much detailed planning is necessary here and consider work 
erection of first house could hot begin before October 19&4.

Date of building estimated at six to ten houses a year bearing in mind 
outside work would have to be done October/kpril. 
sending out supervisor and Government employing additional staff 
but ordinary labourers not artisans are the problem.

^Secretariat file
B. A.S.
C. M.O.
0. i. c. Ionospherics

In May 19&2 Middlesex Prefabricated Buildings Ltd. (who 
provided and supervised erection of Lighthouse Keepers quarters here) 
quoted £J,800 for 3 bedroom bungalow c. i.f. Stanley. Allowing for 
all additional charges in preparation of sites furnishing and employment 
of artisans estimate houses should not cost more than £6,000 each 
ready for occupation.

D.S.I.R. also appreciate need for quarters for married staff 
in Stanley and might well wish to be associated with any building 
project decided on. Their likely requirement would be four houses. 
Suggest you keep them in the picture.

i. 8^

C.M.O. has been in touch with Air Ministry (their telegram to him 
No. MET/475/to 10 B of May 7 refers). On basis of present planning 
13 houses are required for staff of Central Met Office and radio sonde 
station. Two suitable houses owned by B.A.S. are allocated to Met 
Office and with certain staff reorganization proposals which I shall 
bring to London consider one further house could be saved. Total new 
houses required is 'therefore ten - six for Met staff and four for Radio 
Sonde.



H.C.S.
Extract from letter to 

H.E. the Governor from Sir 
Vivian Fuchs.

For your information 
and Secretariat file.



Meteorology

1.

The provision of suitable housing.2.

3.

4.

If

of,

j

I

EXTRACT FROM LETTER TO H.E.THE GOVERI'IOR FROM SIR VIVIAN FUCHS, 
dated 9th April 1%3> AS/145-

The need for continuing the upper air work and 
who is to pay for it.

The body which is to be responsible for the work 
in the future.

The alleged need to re-equip and re-site the 
station.

At the meeting it was suggested that the Falkland Islands 
would no doubt establish their own meteorological service in 
due course, but this was quickly denied by the Colonial 
Office, who thought it unlikely that this was in anyone1 s 
mind.

it is decided to do away with the Upper Air Unit we 
ought to consider closing down all the meteorological work at 
Stanley, and make the Geophysical Observatory at the Argentine 
Islands the mother station. This would entail responsibility 
for local forecasting and for collecting the base reports and 
transmitting them to HcMurdo.

The meeting called to discuss the future of the Stanley 
upper air work produced a feeling of resistance from the Air 
Ministry, the Meteorological Office, and indeed the Colonial 
Office. This was chiefly on the grounds-of expense, but the 
Meteorological Office also spoke strongly about the accommo­
dation in Stanley which was considered inappropriate to their 
standard of staff!

Such a change would be very much more economical for the 
Sui-vey, and would presumably not be of great concern to the 
Falkland Islands since they do not feel the service worth 
supporting to a greater extent than £500. I realise that this 
may not have immediate appeal, but we are spending a great deal 
of money (between £60,000 and £70,000) on meteorology which is 
primarily for Antarctic purposes.

In order to evaluate the scientific need for the station 
I have arranged for the Royal Society to call together appropri­
ate people to express an opinion. I believe that we shall find- 
that Stanley is considered far more~ important than any South 
American station on_the grounds of its position in relation to 
South America and the Antarctic^It also has a far longer 
record, which people think should be kept going indefinitely. 
The immediate upshot was that the Air Ministry official offered 
to maintain their 7Q/o contribution for two years while the 
following points are sorted out:

The crux of the matter may be reached when we receive 
the Meteorological Office report on the cost of re-equipping 
a new Stanley Station, which they suggest should be done. A 
figure of £100,000 was spoken of, which is very alarming 
although I believe it to be excessive. Clearly the Survey 
could not justify such heavy expenditure. I will keep you 
informed of what transpires. Meanwhile vre have no clear idea



J
-2-

Copies to: B.A. S.
Met. Office.
Secretariat.

I-

of what the real need is for living accommodation. 
Would it be possible for you to get someone to give 
a statement of where the staff now live, and in whose 
property? I believe that the Colonial Office were 
going to signal you asking these points but I have not 
seen a copy of any cable.



r /Decode.

TELEGRAM SENT.

Received:Despatched: Time: 1830 Time:20.7.6]

Unnumbered

Following for Governor from Slessor begins.

O.A.G.
From to SECRETARY OF STATE

Goss Rowlands protesting against proposed occupation by 
Meteorological Forecaster of house owned by Smith Johnsons Harbour. 
They stress earlier decision that if Government BAS or Ministries 
need houses they should build. Protest comes at awkward time 
notices to quit Hodson Villas have been served and Power Station 
permanent and pensionable establishment Engineman has had to leave 
job and go to carp because of eviction from privately owned. house. 
It would ease local tension if unmarried forecaster could be 
recruited thus making the renting of Smith* s house unnecessary.

G.T.G. : ER
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TELEGRAM SENT.19No

From SECRETARY OF STATE to GOVERNOR

Despatched: Time : Received: 24.7.63 Time 090023.7.63 1753

No. 41. From Governor begins. Your telegram 20th July.

Secretary of State

A*

They had no intention 
on the assurance that specific 

If house not let to 
Most unlikely we can

Smith house rent for short period only, 
of letting and only decided to do so 
request for careful tenants vov.ld be made 
Survey unlikely to be let to anyone else, 
obtain unmarried forecaster. Tnilst in England I shall do utmost 
to persuade authorities concerned to sanction building of houses. 
Ends.

G.T.C. : LH



Decode.

No. 46 TELEGRAM SENT.

From SECRETARY OF STATE to GOVERNOR

Time: 0156 Received: 11.10.63 Time H5ODespatched: 11. 10.63.

IN OONFIDINCE.

No. 64- Meteorological Staff Housing.

G-.T.C. : NR

2 copies to O.I.C * BAS.

total complement (excluding Upper Air Station) is 11 
presumably local appointments and others unmarried please confirm 
number suggested with explanation.

In discussions with the Governor in London it was suggested that 
six new houses will be required for Meteorological staff proper 
i, e. not including the Radio Sonde Unit whose future is in doubt, 
over the next few years. Financial approval now' being sought. 
As four Survey houses already occupied by Meteorological staff whose 
total complement (excluding Upper Air Station) is 11 of whom some
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SENT.

From GOVERNOR to SECRETARY OF STATE

Despatched: 12.ao.6j. Time: 0900 Received: Time:

in coi^nwga

No, 86.

B.A.S.

EPA/ER.
G.T.C.
Copy to O.I.C.

T t L E G R A

Your telegram No. 64. Meteorological Staff bousing. 
There are no local appointp?.ents. Housing requirement is based on 
Treasury ratio of 85^ married staff. Two of four houses allocated 
unsuitable on grounds lack of bedroom accommodation and age. If 
radio sonde unit is disbanded ^reorganisation to reduce staff of Met. 
Office by one from ten to nine will not be possible if radiation 
programme is to continue. In this event seven not six new houses 
will b e required.



0008

17th April, 1964..Ref: BAMS 100/64/17

Meteorological Units

U5 6.

Chief Meteorological Officer

/ /

Meteorological Office,
STANLEY.

—> The Hon. Colonial Secretary,
The Hon. Colonial Treasurer,
Superintendent, P.V/.D.,
Superintendent, Power & Electrical Dept., 
Superintendent, Posts & Telecommunications.

'VaJc, jj
-I

Copy to Officer-in-Charge, 
British Antarctic Survey, 
STANLEY.

As you will probably know, as from 1st April 1964, the United 
Kingdom Meteorological Office was transferred to the Ministry of Defence.

In consequence, the term ”Meteorological Office, Air Ministry”, 
and the term ”Air Ministry Radio Sonde Station” should no longer be used.

The Main Meteorological Office at Stanley, being a Department of 
the British Antarctic Survey, is unaffected in so far as finance is con­
cerned, but costs incurred locally by the Radio Sonde Unit, and payments 
made on behalf of that Unit, should now be charged to ”The Air Force Depart­
ment of the Ministry of Defence”.
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L E G R A M SENT.
From SECRETARY OF STATE to GOVERNOR

Received: 28.4.64Despatched: Time: 1745 Time :O9OO27.4.64

priorin

CONFIDENTIAL

Radio Sonde Unit.42.

from May 31st 1%4-

r ep eat of last words asked for.

Cypher *E* : ER

Meteorological Office now intend to close down station with effect 
As last attenpt to assemble case and finance to 

retain station Department of Science and Education are .... 
(which Fuchs will attend) in next few days.

meeting 
(which Fuchs will" attend) in next few days. Grateful for confirmation 
that your views are still the same as discussed in August 19&3 - useful­
ness to Colony and Dependencies negligible and not justifying any capital 
or more than present 20%  recurrent contribution but that if case 
emerged from elsewhere for retention and

pi' t s
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TELEGRAM SENT.

From GOVERNOR to SECRETARY OF STATE

Despatched: 28.4.64 Time : 1600 Received: Time :

PRIORITY

CONFIDENTIAL

Radio Sonde Unit.Your telegram No* 42.No.

bO

1

->O( u

epa/er

Cypher E.

I

My purely local views are as in paragraph 1 of my telegram No. 23 of 
May 5> 1965- But my remarks in paragraph 6 of the same telegram also apply. 
Radio Sonde in Stanley is used for providing data which are picked up in 
South American countries and used in the preparation of their forecasts. 
This data, would be much more useful if they contained information on upper 
winds. We are already open to criticism on this. In 1962 a request was 
received from Buenos Aires that Stanley should transmit an additional FI COL 
specifically to provide earlier upper air data. See last paragraph page 5 
Annual Met. Report for 1962.

3. Since this Colony is likely to remain British for as far ahead 
as one can see I feel strongly that the closing down of any service which 
is of international value would be wrong and I suggest the Foreign Office 
would be likely to share this view.

2. Interest in the Falkland Islands seems to be increasing in the 
Argentine and we do not want them to be in a position to say that if they 
had the Falklands they would provide the most modern Met. facilities which 
would not only benefit the Argentine but also its neighbours and South 
Atlantic shipping. Nor do we want the United States to offer to provide 
the facilities here which might not be beyond the bounds of possibility.

Your telegram mutilated and repeat of last few words requested 
but do not think this will affect above.
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TEL SENT.pNo. 37

From SECRETARY OF STATE to GOVERNOR

29.4.64 Received: 29.4.64 Time: 1445Time: 1025Despatched:

CONFIDENTIAL

Unnumbered
Radio Sonde Unit.

(i) March 31st 196U"•t!

(11)

Secer

Cypher ’E’ : ER

TjltJc kb (b .A.V cmmX

" for retention and additional funds you 
would have no objection to BAT taking over”o

E G R A

Your telegram Unnumbered of April 28th reference my telegram No CU2O 
mu-

Herewith repetitions requested
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SENT,TELEGRAM

From GOVERNOR to SECRETARY OF STATE

29.4.64 Time : 1600 Received: Time:Despatched:

CONFIDENTIAL

2.

A’ C

No. 47
Radio Sonde Unit

Reference repeat of last few words I have no 
objection to BAT taking over.

and 31st March 1964.
1964 is the right year.

EPA/ER
Cypher TE*

Jb lb C CljvcL
C.H.O,

We have now two dates to choose from - 31st May 1964 cevuct’ 
. * 1’"'.* Please say which is correct and if

Your unnumbered telegram of April 29. --  
o
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No 0U6 I E L E G R A M SENT.

From SECRETARY OF STATE to GOVERNOR

30.4.64 Received: 30.4.64 1150Time ;1000Despatched: Time:

Secer.

P/L : ER Copies to: QIC BAS
C.M.O.

Date should.
Error and. resultant

Unnumbered.. Your telegram I4.7, 
read. 31 May 1£6U (repeat 31 May 1964) • 
confusion regretted..

I G



Ref: WSS/DO 8th September, 1964.

Yours sincerely,

Meteorological Office,
STANLEY.

There are two matters upon which I should appreciate your com­
ments before taking them up through official channels. They are staff 
matters which I feel I should do something about before eventually handing 
over to my successor.

(a) Garage accommodation
All married U.K.-based meteorological staff are entitled, under 

Civil Service regulations, to have their cars conveyed to and from the 
Falkland Islands at public expense. There is also an official mileage al­
lowance of 7^d. per mile for duty journeys, and although no-one bothers 
about this, it is further evidence that married meteorological staff here 
are officially entitled to own and use cars. It therefore seems unreason­
able, in a climate such as this, to expect staff to garage their vehicles 
in the open. The chances of hiring a garage privately are remote, and it 
therefore seems to me that meteorological quarters should be provided with 
garage accommodation, not free, but at a reasonable rent.

In connection with an application which I personally made for 
garage accommodation on arrival in the Falklands, letters on this Office 
files state:-

(i) ’’similar past requests for garages to be built have been refused 
on the grounds that only permanent staff are entitled. ’’

(ii) "by a ruling of His Excellency the Governor, no-one is entitled 
to have a garage erected at public expense. ’*

Personally I have not contested these rulings, but I feel I 
should be failing in my duty to my successor and staff if I made no at­
tempt to remedy this state of affairs.

(b) Domestic peat
The present understanding seems to be that, if one’s predecessor 

has not left a supply of peat, one may purchase some from the Government 
for use while cutting some for onesself or finding someone willing to do 
so. I think it should be borne in mind that meteorological staff are 
liable to be posted here, sometimes involuntarily, up to the age of 50, 
and in some cases by no means junior Civil Servants are involved who can­
not be expected to turn their hands to navvy-type labour to which they are 
notaccustomed. The alternative is the humiliation of having to go almost \ 
on one’s bended knees to persuade someone to do the work. In the case of 
U.K. Civil Servants, I consider that anyone who so wishes should be able 
to purchase peat from the Government at any time during his tour of duty r 
here.

2. Although no-one at present in this Office is particularly worried 
personally about the above matters, the time could not be far distant when 
replacement staff might view them quite differently. There is some hope 
that the general housing problem will be eventually solved, and when this 
happens meteorological staff will not be volunteers, as at present, but 
"pressed" men who may strongly resent the loss of normal amenities such as 
garage facilities and an assured supply of domestic fuel.



Ref: 0003

September, 1>64*

i SvL1-€ •

u Shank you for your letter of the 3th September.

<»

LCTVaJ^ <^

}’sq.,

■IT/I: .

V

\

The Falkland Island Government has nov.: accepted that 
garages shall be provided with all new houses, and has already 
taken over, and paid for, ’unofficial* ones on Government property.

v k--'

fa ■

With this established local principle behind you I can 
sec no reason why Meteorological and all B.-A.S. staff cannot have 
garages too. You should discuss with Glee and put up a case.

On peat I cannot offer any help at all: Government 
cannot even supply its own needs, and is going over to oil as soon 
as it can. F.S.A. covers this loss of a service and I cannot 
see any way around the present situation.

S. Stubley, 
$T.-fLY'Y.
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TELEGRAM.
No. 44.

H.M.S. London 112O5Z.. From 

Governor,. Falklands.To..

Time: 190619 64.Despatched: 11th November,

19 64.Received: 12th November,

PRIORITY.

H.M.S. London 112O5Z

’Phoned to Met. Office 1055/12thP/L : LH 
(intld.) HLB
Copy to CMO

Pass to Met Falkland Islands to Tiger Met Falkland Islands 
Met Cha Bunco Unclass Synop ship 45434 59212 13518 97020 16810 
00908 17123 81270 00408 13445 10156.

Time : 0900



Racecourse and Ross Road Housing Schemes

The following action lies:

The C.T. will present to the S.P.C.

c
c.s.

5th January, 1966.

TB.
Original on 0008 
Copy on 0040/Z.

Because some of* the sites were found to be unusable some 
housing was moved to the loss Road site where the job estimate 
was £256 (Pv/D memo of /th December, 1965 refers).

The Scheme has been granted C.D.V/. aid and numbered D64-1/ 
(S of S telegram 111 of 1st January, 196b).

The S.P.’J. will submit an AI.BE for <£9,100, made 
up of C.D.'J. aid (D 6417) £7,280 and F.1.G-. funds 
of £1,820.

This £256 is part of* the original estimate as reduced in 
conference with rhe Supplies Officer, and the two schemes will be 
considered as, and are in fact, one.

The S.P.W. and S.U. will arrange to transfer the 
materials from unallocated stores to the appropriate 
vote head.

C.T.,
S.P.W.,
Supplies Officer,

The plan for excavation and installation of water mains, 
main sewers and service pipes to plot boundaries on the racecourse 
site envisaged expenditure of £9,100. (Polio 1c on OO4O/Z and 
PUD 039 (slightly amended) on 2257 refer).
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Memorandum No. 1 o^f 1 966 to Standing, Finance Committee.

Application to incur supplementary expenditure on Development,

service pipes to plot boundaries.

Details

A.

B.

C.

Total £9,100

Development Expenditure Part II

B

HTB/ffllS.

The total cost of the project is estimated at £9,100. 
are as follows:-

Vater main and services to be made up of Stanton 3 inch 
screwed gland pipes with appropriate fittings for surface 
connections. £1,070

Treasurer.

Water Mains
Main sewers and service pipes
Service pipe foundations to plot boundaries

The installation of all these items are to be carried out by the 
Public Works Department.

A Expenditure to be met from . Colony Sources
Nev/ Item Water Mains and Sewers New Housing Estate £1,820.
Expenditure to be met from Colonial Development and Welfare Funds 
New Item Installation Water Mains and Sewers New Housing Estate 
£7,280.

Provision of foundations to include >0,000 bricks, 230 tons 
of ag negate, 123 tons sanu, 210 drums of cement, inclusive 
of freight, transport from dockside. £4,460

Until the new Superintendent of Works settles in it cannot be ascer­
tained whether the installation will be carried, out in this financial 
year but to avoid holding up the project funds are required to purchase 
the material now.

Main sewer. Drain pipes with necessary channels bend 
pipes and gulleys and other fittings of approximately 
2,000 feet in overall length, inclusive excavation, pipe 
laying, and transport from dockside with necessary con­
tingencies. £3,370

Honourable Members are advised that a grant of £7,280 has been made 
from Colonial Development and Welfare Funds as an bO/’o contribution to­
wards the cost of ^supplying the houses under erection for E.S.R.O., 
R.S.R.S., and B.A.S. at the west end of Stanley with the following

Bearing in mind that funds can be revoted in the next financial year 
it is considered prudent to seek approval to incur the total expenditure 
for the project this year. Accordingly approval for the undermentioned 
additional provision for 1965/66 is requested:-

Excavation and installation of wator mains, main sewers and

As it will be some time before the next meeting of Standing Finance 
Committee I should be grateful if Honourable Members would indicate their 
approval or other comments in writing as soon as possible.

I
4 '-(Colonial
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B.A.S. METEOROLOGICAL OFFICE STAFF 
—IIII !■ 1 IM I ■ I II ■ I11 IT mi -t—< I ■ .r J11<IIM<U<

Senior Scientific Assistant ....Mr. J.A. Elliott

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

.Mr. A. Blackie
•Mr. T.D.D, Jennings
.Mr. R.F. Johnson

Officers
Chief Meteorological Officer...
Deputy C.M.O. and Forecaster... 
Forecaster.

Chief Meteorological Officer

Mr. G.W. Pugh
Mr. P.A. Richards
Mr. D.M. Selway

J. Stephenson
P.O. Goodwin (B.A.S.
M. Palmer (B.A.S.

--- > Colonial Secretary
Colonial Treasurer
O.I.C. British Antarctic Survey
Director of Civil Aviation
Superintendent of Education
Superintendent, Public Works Dept.
Superintendent, Posts and Telecommunications
Harbour Master and Customs Officer
O.I.C. Power and Electrical Dept.
O.I.C. Printing Office Senior Medical Officer
O.I.C. {Radio and Space Research Station
Colonial Manager, Falkland Islands Co. Ltd.

Scientific Assistantsii'iMniM i < i ii -mi . i»iA.-Mn

Mr. A. Blackie will be taking over from me as C.M.O. towards the end 
of February. The Meteorological Office staff will then be:-

^Meteorological Office Circular No.. 1/1%6
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TELEGRAM SENT.

From SECRETARY OF STATE to GOVERNOR
Despatched: 25.8.66 Time: 11+25 Time:Received: 25.8.66

Meteorological visit.

Secer

P/L : ER
Intld. H.L.B.

He 
3rd October.

MO 111 Meteorological visit. Meteorological Office propose 
to send C.H. Dean ex Halley Bay to inspect Stanley Office and 
consult staff on his return from symposium at Santiago, 
plans to arrive on Darwin 20th September and leave on 
Grateful for your approval
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I > ECODE.

SENT.TELEGRAM
From GOVERNOR to SECRETARY OF STATE

Despatched: 29.3.66 Time : 0930 Received: Time

No 116

Governor

P/L : ER

/b
Your telegram No 111 Meteorological visit approve

V



No.

Oth September,

From: Chief Meteorological Office: '//D

Stanley, Falkland Islands.

Subject

LffiTSOROLOGICAL VISIT

Accommodation has been reserved for him at the Ship Hotel.

a

(71

His Excellency the Governor may vzish to know that the meteorological 
visit mentioned in Telegram 111 dated 25th August is 'that of a minor official 
whose job it will be to calibrate the radiation equipment at the Meteorological 
Office.

O.M.O.
B.A.M.S

BAIS 210/66/30
It is requested 

that, in any refer- 
jj^nce to this meino- 
^Btndum the above 

iiumber and date 
should be quoted.

This equipment is the property of the United Kingdom Meteorological Office 
but British Antarctic Survey pay the costs of running it and the meteorological 
staff (also paid for by B.A.S.), spend some time in evaluating the results. 
The U.K. Meteorological Office tries to make calibrations of radiation equipment 
from time to time at sites all over the world, to ensure a consistent standard 
in the network.

MEMORANDUM.

?^V,1AL ®

:p/0. To:/.

jjyMDS Private Secretary, 
Government House, 

Stanley.

Copy to Colonial Secrotaiy, Stanley.

Of ficer-in-Cliai/gc , B.A.S., Stanley.

19 66



1966.

■A

\

{A. ST

f

Our reference: T’ST W2/01 

Your reference:

A t'W 
desalting from the meetings about 

meteorological services that took place 
during your recent visit we have received 
a letter from the Meteorological Office 
seeking you:? views of the meteorology 
requirements in the Colony, a copy of which 
I enclose.

I am sending a copy of this 
letter and enclosure to Sir Vivian Huchs for 
any further comments he may have. A

fl

I should be grateful if you could 
let us have your comments, particularly 
about the proposal for withdrawing the 
forecasting service from Stanley.

\AOUSg x-

C^b Ĵi^bteaLth'^ofhce e^!L'
^EAT/SMITH STREET, LONDON S.W.I / 

^telephone: ABBey 1266, ext.

» <L/SUGG)

K.C.M.G.,M.B.E.,Sir Cosmo Haskard, 
Government House, 
POST STAHLEY.

Ho vemb er,



X

Het 0 6b

I

The FICOL broadcast of observations would continue.

Stanley.
Yours sincerely

November 1966

subject of

Mr.
dealing with the

Worthington has now been transferred to another Branch and I an temporarily 
question of the meteorological service in the Falkland Islands.

ijh faker, Esq.
....onwealth Off ice 

. :. Smith Street 
London, S. W. 1

Mo f ..:. castors required at Stanley and the staff could be reduced to ono 
i . .-.ior e ■- 
dc.ta for 1

q

Is tant and an Assistant who would be employed on processing the climat 
.10 bases a.nd looking after the radiation and water sampling work.

:jse GGGross any reply to
‘  DIRECTOR-GENERAL

c.uoqi/o£AF/i!265/65Aet 0 6b
Your reference: lzA\ J

Dear Mr. Saker,

J Please re^cr to your letter reference 13148/2/01 dated 11th October 1^66 
■ addressed to Kir. Worthington Met 0 6.

METEOROLOGICAL OFFICE 
London Road, Bracknell, Berkshire 
Telegrams: /Aetbrack London Telex 

(Te/ex 84160)
'^'"Telebhone: Bracknell^™; ext. 333 

20242

b. Stanley synoptic reports would be made by the Colonial Government using 
11 jhthousa staff or other suitable locally employed personnel.

1 also recall that at this meeting Sir Vivian Fuchs wanted to broaden the 
?.j discussion and asked whether a more drastic cut could be made in the

Stanley staff. His proposal can bo summed up briefly as follows

- above assumes that there is no requirement to have forecasts for aviation, 
’• •ir.g ana ether commercial interests and no forecasts and weather warnings would be 

to thu general public on the radio. In this connection it must bo remembered 
..n Meteorological Office, Stanley serves both the Colony and the British

 otic Survey and it would be impossible for the Meteorological Office to review 
the Stanley meteorological staff complement until the exact requirements of the Colony 
have been deter.Lined and clearly stated. In our view this can only be done by H.E. 
Tho Governor and we would advise that the next step is for you to take up this question 
•..ith him and ask for his reaction to the proposed withdrawal of the forecasting service 

Would you please consider taking action on these lines.

I recollect that wo agreed at our informal meeting with The Governor and Sir 
Vivian Fuchs on 5th October that, as whaling operations had almost finished, forecasts 
for all shipping in the sea areas concerned could now bo put on a request basis. 
This means that the present routine programme of forecasts could be discontinued and 
this would effect sone economy in staff on the lines suggested by Chief Meteorological 

. .Tesr, Stanley in his letter BAMS 700/66/5 dated jrd May which I copied to you 
•  • earlier letter dated 2nd September 1$66.
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WWROLOGICAL FORECASTING SERVICE

C.M.O.

9.12.66

His Excellency The Governor, 
GOVER1TMENT HOUSE, 
STANLEY.

Your Excellency asked, me to think about the size of a meteorological 
unit that ecu lid provide a ’’parish pump” service of weather information. 
I attach a note with ny brief ideas on this matter.

The costs of the para. 2. service are about £300 per year and even if 
the Colony had to take on at Pembroke lighthouse the routine weather 
observations that we do at the meteorological office, the total meteorological 
services vote would be less than the present one since the <£500 paid each 
year to B.A.S. would not be needed.

The costs of a service as envisaged in para. 3* are probably £5000 - 
£7000 per annum at a minimum, which I feel is far more than Your Excellency 
would contemplate as a Colony contribution.

The costs of a service in line with para. 4. are difficult to estimate 
but probably £1500 - £2500^



J a

3a

In order to suggest what forecasting services are required by the 
Falkland Islands, it is logical to look at what requirements exist to 
make use of meteorological advice.

The Air Service operates mainly upon the reports of actual weather 
Although it is good to know of the broader 

pattern of weather around the islands, the decision to go or not to go is 
taken largely on the actual weather conditions. To keep the camp stations 
equipped and operating as they do at present requires no extra expenditure 
and no staff specially recruited for the job of forecasting.

2.
sent in by the camp stations.

If shipping forecasts and routine 24 hour forecasts are to be issued, 
then it becomes necessary to establish a forecasting unit. This will need 
communication equipment (a radio-teleprinter since more broadcasts will end 
within 2-3 years) and staff and a place of work. To provide a daily service 
throughout the year and to cover absence on leave it would be necessaiy to 
enploy two forecasters plus two to three other assistant staff. A unit such 
as this could deal with aircraft flights to and from the Colony, should such 
a service develop in the future, and it could of course do the synoptic 
weather observations•
4* Weather maps such as a forecasting unit would prepare are broadcast by 
radio facsimile from Buenos Aires, - these plus the voice broadcasts (in 
simple Spanish numbers) from Comodoro Rivadavia, together with the Falkland 
Islands observations do provide a facility to any person such as a ships 
master or commercial pilot so that he can brief himself. This service 
needs no meteorological personell in attendance, but it needs a facsimile 
receiver which has to be either bought outright or else hired from Cable 
and Wireless Ltd.
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0008 18. future

!

Clerk of the Cgdncil

S^trapt fron L&ocutive Cquncil Minutes of gyfefay; npt 1V&6 held on 
14th December. 19&o

His Excellency explained that the cost of the Stanley 
Meteorological Station was borne very largely by the British 
Antarctic Survey a:id that proposed economies in the organ­
isation would almost certainly lead to a reduction of staff 
and activities of the station. Such reductions might affect 
the operation of the Falkland Islands Government Air Service. 
When the position became clear, a paper would be prepared and 
the implications could be studied in detail.



I

Stanley,
Falkland

liinimum ^et. ^equipments.

(b) a local station: staffed, to collect and.

yours fai

pj^^tor of Qivil Aviation.

< 4

;;e are agreed that the minimum ^eierological 
renuirments for the safe operation of the internal a!z* 
service is as fbllows*

r 
lands. .

>' Wu
...5J&.«... January 1967,..

Iv?r jampbell was present at this discussion 
and he agrees with the r equipments.

P ral u~

yjith reference to our telephone communication 
of yesterday’s date on the above subject, t have now 
discussed the matter with jjrr. glackie as requested.

aviation Department,

C < o.

<llys

plot observations and provide a wider 
picture of the weather to be expected.

(c) Local station to be manned during normal 
working hours.

o. c. c. 0.
POST STANLEY.

JANW
^1/

Dear gir,

(a) chain of reporting station to pass 12;00 
G-. HoT. coded observations.

The colonial secretary, 
POET STANLEY.



5 th January 1%7.

1.

2.

B.A.S. do not need to continue observing in Stanley.5.
It follows that the present B.A.S. staff can be reduced to:

The way

Yours sincerely,
(Sgd.)V. Fuchs.

Copied TB

His Excellency the Governor, 
Falkland Islands.

1 Experimental Officer (forecaster)
2 Assistant Experimental Officers
1 Clerk/Typist

B.A.S. require some staff in Stanley to perform 
radiation work, advise and control Antarctic 
stations, and perform the necessary compilation 
and checking of results for the international 
network;

BRITISH ANTARCTIC SURVEY,
30 Gil1ingham Street, S♦ W. 1.

With this staff it would not be possible to provide any service 
in the Falkland Islands, nor for whaling (the latter has already 
been stopped).

B.A.S. require some forecasting in the area 
south of 60 S from November to March (5 months);

In due course I would be grateful for a statement as to 
what the Colony would like to do, as I shall shortly have to determine 
what the status of the Meteorological Office is to be in 19&9. I am 
sorry that it has not been possible to think of any cheaper way of 
providing a forecast for the Colony.

Dear Governor,

Recognising that this course will cause sone inconvenience in 
the Falkland Islands, I have considered what could be done to provide 
a single daily forecast for the Islands throughout the year, 
in which it is thought that this could be achieved is set out in the 
attached, sheet, in which the estimated cost to the Colony has been 
indicated.

As you are aware, I have been considering for some time 
what should be done about the high cost of the Stanley 
meteorological station. With the impending move of the Survey 
from the Colonial Office to the Natural Environment Research. 
Council it is necessary to decide very shortly what we are to do. 
The following are pertinent facts:

It will be seen that the provision of the Colony forecasts 
will remain dependent upon the basic resources of B.A.S. For this 
reason it seems that the forecaster provided by the Colony would need 
to work in conjunction with the B.A.S. meteorological team. Although 
the B.A.S. forecast requirements for five months could be handled by 
one man, it would be impossible for one forecaster to handle the 
Colony work throughout the year. The advantage of cooperative work 
by the two forecasters in Stanley is therefore apparent.



252

1,370

200
Junior clerk for plotting, etc. (£340) from B.A.S.

Radio collection of data (£1,000) from B.A.S.

Office, light, power, etc. (£1,500) from B.A.S.

300

Less present contribution to B.A.S.

Present cost of meteorology to the 
Falkland islands Government

Stanley observations to be made by 
the lighthouse .staff at 2/~ per 
observation

Accommodation or living allowance 
and possible pension for 
forecaster, s ay

£2,662
500

£2,162

Forecaster locally employed 
(if seconded from U.K. at least 
£2,500)
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Januaxy 1967

Thanh you for your letter J? ST 48/2/01 of 14 th Loverriber 
4bout the r^teorological station in Stanley.

A. St.J. Sugg ••Jsq. s

Sir Vivian Fuchs’ recent visit to Stanley has helped to 
cxy-s'ballise the situation and X an just sending you thde- intorin note 
to let you kn.O'7/ that by the outgoing -rail of 2>th Joj.-.varu 1 shall be 

•-■ig you a statjiuont of the position as v,re see it hero. I think 
thj.t there is a reusonslde ch-uice of a s?luta.on being



0008
January 1967

•7*

I hope after that

C.M.G.

Would you please refer to your letter FST 48/2/01 of 
12i-th November 1966 regarding the reduction in the scope of the 
meteorological station in Stanley? I acknowledged, your letter on 
9th January, saying that I expected by the outgoing mail of 
29th Januaxy to be sending you a statement of the position as we see 
it here.

Ao St.J. Sugg Esq. ,

I should mention that while he was here at the beginning 
of January Sir Vivian Fuchs prepared a statement of the position as 
seen from the point of view of the British Antarctic Survey and I 
told him at the time that I would get in touch with him after the 
Council meeting.

I am not in fact sending you that statement by this 
particular opportunity as I wish to wait until after the meeting of 
Executive Council which is due to take place on 14th February when 
the matter vri.ll be a subject for discussion, 
meeting to be able to let you know Council1 s reaction to the proposed, 
re organi sation.



CONFIDENTIAL

Ref: 0008 26th January 1967

MEMORANDUM NO, 7/67 FOR EXECUTIVE COUNCIL

Future of, Stanley Meteorological Station

’’The following are pertinent facts:
qyire some forecasting in

/

Honourable Members are referred to Minute No. 18 
of the meeting of the llith December 1966,

It follows that the present B,AnSa staff 
can be reduced to:

1 Experimental Officer (forecaster)
2 Assistant Experimental Officers
1 Clerk/Typist

1. B.A#S# ret.
the area south of 60uS from November to 
March (5 months) ;

With this staff it would not be possible to 
provide any service in the Falkland Islands, 
nor for whaling (the latter has already been 
stopped).

2, BoAoS0 require some staff in Stanley 
to perform radiation work, advise and control 
Antarctic stations, and perform the necessary 
compilation and checking of results for the 
international network;

After discussions with His Excellency the Governor, 
Sir Vivian Fuchs, wrote of the need to do something 
about the high cost of the Stanley Meteorological 
Station as at present organised. He said:-

Recognising that this course will cause 
some inconvenience in the Falkland Islands, I 
have considered what could be done to provide a 
single daily forecast for the Islands throughout 
the year. The way in which it is thought that 
this could be achieved is set out in the attached 
sheet, in which the estimated cost to the Colony 
has been indicated.

It will be seen that the provision of the 
Colony forecasts will remain dependent upon the 
basic resources of B«Ao3« For this reason it 
seems that the forecaster provided by the Colony 
would need to work in conjunction with the BOAOSO 
meteorological team. Although the BoAoSo fore­
cast requirements for five months could be 
handled by one man, it would be impossible for 
one forecaster to handle the Colony work through­
out the year. The advantage of co-operative 
work by the two forecasters in Stanley is there­
fore apparent.

BoAoSo do not need to continue ob­
serving in Stanley.
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The attachment to which Sir Vivian refers reads :
£
292

3,370

200

from B.A.S.

Radio collection of data (£1,000) from B.A.S.

(£1,500)etc from BXSo

800

£2,662

Less present contribution to B0AoSe 500

£2,162

state their

COLONIAL, SECRETARY

C'

FA

CM^NT^

Stanley observations to be made by 
the lighthouse staff at 2/- per 
observation

Accommodation or living allowance 
and possible pension for fore­
caster, say

Present cost of meteorology to the 
Falkland Islands Government

Forecaster locally employed (if 
seconded from U.K. at least 
£2,500)

Junior clerk for plotting, etc.
(£3U0)

i.y d

Honourable Members will be asked to 
views.

, (

In due course I would be. grateful for a 
statement as to what the Colony would like to 
do, as I shall shortly have to determine what 
the status of the Meteorological Office is to 
be in 1969# I am sorry that it has not been 
possible to think of any cheaper way of pro­
viding a forecast for the Colony.”

Office, light, power,



EXTRACT FROM MINUTES OF MEETING NO. 1/&7 OF EXECUTIVE COUNCIL HELD ON

THE 14th & 15th FEBRUARY 1%7

FUTURE OF STANLEY METEOROLOG-ICAL SERVICE (Memo 7/67)0008 24.

TB

cferk 'of Counojji

Council advised that an approach be made to the British 
/mtarctic Survey with a view to ascertaining whether the Survey 
would be prepared to accept an increased Government grant of £2,000 
p.a. for which they would provide the necessary additional staff 
required to maintain daily forecasts throughout the year. His 
Excellency undertook to discuss the proposal with Sir Vivian Fuchs. 
The matter would be further discussed at the April budget meeting 
of Executive Council,

The Colonial Secretary explained the position with regard to 
the recent decision by the British Antarctic Survey to reduce the 
staff of the Meteorological Station in Stanley to one Experimental 
Officer, two Assistant Experimental Officers and one Clerk. It 
was noted that such a reduction would not permit daily weather fore­
casts to be maintained throughout the year and that some measure 
of increased financial assistance would have to be provided from 
Colony funds if regular forecasting was to be continued.



Perhaps, at your convenience you would let me know your
views?

Sir Vivian Fuchs

You will remember that on 5th January, while still in 
Stanley, you wrote me a letter on the subject of the status of the 
Stanley meteorological station in 1969*

The very helpful proposals ma.de in your letter have now 
been studied by Executive Council, members of which were appreciative 
of the way in which you were dealing with this matter.

It was the view of the Council that while at first sight 
the idea of the Falkland Islands Government employing one forecaster had 
merit, nevertheless many difficulties would arise due to divided control. 
I am therefore now writing to enquire your reaction to a suggestion 
that the Colony’s contribution towards the cost of the B.A.S. meteorological 
station in Stanley should be raised from £500 to £2000 a year, the Survey 
continuing to provide whatever staff you consider necessary.

t .
x ^February 1967

ma.de


0008 5. FUTURE OF STANLEY METEOROLOGICAL SERVICE

A reply

TB

EXTRACT FROM MINUTES OF MEETING NO, 2/67 0F EXECUTIVE COUNCIL 
HELD ON THE 4th, 5th, 6th AND 7th APRIL 1967

JVvVvv’CZ
CLERK OF COUNCIL

Arising out of minute 24 of Meeting No. 1/67, Council noted, that 
the Governor had. written to Sir Vivian Fuchs as proposed., 
was awaited..



0003

67.3rd. May

To:

fxw:

If t?iis tine is unsuitable please let no kno\

TB

on Tuesday 
a reduced

(b.H.iilt’llvSOvl)
CQLOfJZG MAG .A'.aT.*r-orwtta«waxw* r^r «_ tr ■»<

v.culd you both bo sc good *3 to met ®e at ay office 
9th May at 2.30 to discuss the practical possibilities ci’ 
net. service.

\b^ t"

G olonial Secrotaxy ?

future of Falilaad Islands leteorologiesl / Service1 a.

The director of Civil Aviation,

She Chief Meteorological Officer,



Provision of an Extra Meteorological Forecaster.

(a)

(b)

/n $c.s.

TB

j

Thus B.Zk.S. (NSRC) will be fully reimbursed, for time not 
spent on B.A.S. work.

It is suggested that the following formula be used in 
discussing the provision of a local meteorological service 
with Sir Vivian Fuchs.

We could perhaps even go so far as to pay the total winter 
cost but this should be reserved as a bargaining point.

During the non-shipping season Falkland Islands 
Government will pay 9Q$ of total cost against 
B.A.S. 10J3.

The Falkland Islands Government will pay for 
1($ 02? the total cost of a forecaster during 
the shipping season against B.A.S.

It is based on the C.M.O.’s statement that for part 
of the year B.A.S. will need two forecasters, and that for 
the other part they will only need one.



BAMS 540/10 MEMORANDUM.

19 6717th May,

To:From:

Hon. Colonial Secretary,
Stanley, Falkland Islands. STANLEY.

Subject
ISLANDSSERVICES FALKLANDMETEORCLOGICAL

the attached letter

I have acknowledged its receipt to Mr. Pole-Evans.

C.M.O.

Xo.
It is requested 

that, in any refer­
ence to this memo­
randum the above 
number and date 
should be quoted.

In view of the discussions now being held in Government, 
from Port Howard many be of interest.

txis

Chief Meteorological Officer,

<1,



_ 9±h_Mas^_.

pA .
Dear Sir,

j’iftiv

__ Z£.67., ........

Yours faithfully,
JAMES LOVEGROVE WALDRON LTD.

^s\jovegrove|^ 
Limited.

The Chief Meteorological Officer, 
Meteorological Station, 
Stanley.

Telegraphic Address.'
HOWARD.FOXBAY, FALKLANDS.

Bentley's code used.

We hope that if it is at all possible, the meteorological station 
can be maintained, and a return to forecasts on 3.7 me§s. during the 
day, shortly resumed, as the present system is too late in the day 
to be of any use in organising farm work.

£ M. Pole-Evans.

We understand there is a strong possibility of the meteorological 
office closing down in Stanley. We would like to state that this service 
will be greatly missed by camp people. The 8.15 and 17«3O (camp time) 
forecasts especially, were of particular assistance to us in arranging 
farm work. Here at Port Howard, where we are more or less surrounded by 
hills, it is impossible to see the approach of bad weather until it is 
almost here. Many times the warnings given by the meteorological office 
of the approachbf rain or severe storms have not only enabled us to 
have dry sheep 'for shearing, but also saved t he loss of maybe 
hundreds of "clippies”.



MEMORANDUM.

loth June,

To:

STAblLET.Stanley, Falkland Islands.

Subject k
METEOROLOGICAL SERVICE

C.M.O.

The attached, telegram was sent to Director, British Antarctic Survey#

19 67 ok
H.E. The Acting Governor, .

No. BAMS 200
It is requested 

in any refer- 
^Wiice to this memo­

randum the above 
number and date 
should be quoted.

Krom: Chief Meteorological Officer,



I
7/i

FOR DIRECTOR LONDON HQ FROM STANLEY MET= 16.6.67
BAMS82 YOUR TEL 392/6? REEEREtiCE AS/15O/2 OF 3/6/67 AS INSTRUCTED 
HAVE SPOKEN WITH ACTING GOVERNOR, STILL OF OPINION ELAT ONE 
FORECASTER COULD MEET THE FORECASTING COMMITMENTS OF BAS ANTARC­
TIC ACTIVITIES SOUTH OF SIXTY SOUTH PROVIDED HBQjJIREMEWT WAS NOT 
A DAILY ONE STOP IF EVERY DAY THEN WOULD NEED TWO mtECAJSTERS STOP 
WITH THIS IN MIND HE THE GOVERNOR HAD A PROPOSAL TO 3PRESENT TO 
YOU TO SHARE COSTS OF SECOND MAN TO MUTUAL ADVAI'TTAGE STOP ACTING 
GOVERNOR SAYS THIS COULD JUST ABOUT FIT INTO MAXIMUM COLONY CAN 
I-ROVIDE BY WAY OF FUNDS STOP STILL CONTEND THAT W153H FIRM REQUIRE­
MENTS BECOME KNOWN AND ARE NOTIFIED TO METEORCLOGI Ol^-ICE THEY 
WILL RECOMLIEND STAFFUIG-=



With the compliments of

GIBRALTAR AND SOUTH ATLANTIC

& ^7

COMMONWEALTH OFFICE 

fSh J- Si<^

k 28JUU
^o~7&r

'w r^f:
LONDON, S.W.l.
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/ each

M.B* •;.,

you 
olony

u8 in
the

can run a

Sir Cosmo Haskard, K.C.M*G.,
fra gar iff,
antry,

County Cork,

It was apparent from the meeting that with the reduced 
complement of staff proposed by the Survey, they would no longer 
b , able to offer assistance to the Colony for the level of 
service envisaged above, with the result that tho ; -.cetin/. thought 
in terras of separate Colony and rvey meteorological services”

Unfortunately, we did not have any indication r.s to 
i;he type or level of service which the Colony /ov-ld .0 . ire so 
1/- t . ere unable to get from the Meteorological Office a firm 
oat /i ■; f the staff complement (and the cost) needed io provide 
t.i.is service, but, on the basis of the requirement for a daily 
forecast which would include aviation and shipping inf- /nation 
over not too wide an area and give an 8 to 10 ho r so/viee, it 
appears that a minimum staff complement of the same 1/vol as the 
/educed Purvey complement shown above .youId be equirod, and the 
likely cost of engaging UaK» based technical staff wo Id be in 
the / j. ion of 35,500 per annum for salaries (inel.din ; »S.Aa 
Children’s .Allowances, Transfer Grant, etc.) al .no. 1\. this 
m st of course be added passage and housing costs an'. other items 

. of expenditure involved in maintaining the service, which you will 
oxbtless know -more about taan we.

June

When you were at the office at the end of :*a 
you had discussed meteorological services ,/o?-- t-.-.e

./it/ !:•• Vivian but due probably to pressure of /. thor v/-. r : you 
did net let me know the result. You might like to lexw that 
w . Ing wa/ held last week at the Meteorological .'flee in 
. r-jeknell, attended by Air Vivian, at which the level jf future 
meteorology services required by the Colony and the Survey was 
1-. ruased.

It appears that the A/nvey is under some yeewre from 
the 1/tural Environment esearch Council, whom Lt would seem 
■ at/’cr grudge the expenditure .tailed in maintaining ordinary 
mctc/rological services, to -'educe its present coi-:/;lt 
req rd t. these services -..hi ch are now running at arc-/•: 
>23,000 :er annum mark, and the Survey now considers ;
service consistent with it’s Antarctic and international 
obli • tions with a reduced staff of 1 Forecasts: , 2 ://.■! -tants

1 Jlerkz^Typist - a coving Lt would seem of pproxlznc.tcly 50- 
o the present level of expenditure.



meteorological information it needed.
an-

(A. ST. J. SUGG)

I am sorry if the above foreshadows a rather heavier 
continuing meterological commitment on the Colony budget than 
you would have wished, but it does seem that with the reduction 
02? the Survey’s meteorological service to a level sufficient 
to meet only their own. requirements, the Colony may have to think 
in terms of establishing a separate unit in order to obtain the 

* ’ » I should be grateful if 
you would let me know what service(s) the Colony would wish provided 

we can then pass this information to the Meteorological Office 
who will let us have an estimate of the required staff and cost 
for you.

I hesitate to write to you about this while you are 
on leave but thought, in view of the dearth of mails to the 
Talklands at this time, you might like to know the position. 
In the meantime I have sent a copy of this letter to Thompson 
for information and comment if necessary.

each with its own quite separate staff. The establishment by 
the Colony of its own service would of course mean a greatly 
increased level of expenditure on meteorology, but in regard to 
the cost of salaries it was suggested at the meeting that some 
saving in this respect might be made by the use in Stanley of 
Borland, who, in the opinion of those at the meeting who knew 
him, is a competent officer and who, it was inferred, had not too 
much to do on South Georgia. You will of course know best about 
this and whether this is or is not a practicable means of 
engaging a forecaster for the Colony service and perhaps saving 
some expenditure in relation to the cost of employing a U.K. 
based person.

5-
5



Kef: 0008

3rd August 1967

6

('7.H. Thompson)

A. St.J. Sugg Ssq., C.M.G.

pmc.

I

Sir Cosmo is fully in the picture and I have no 
worth while extra cement to offer.

X refer to your YC 17/2 of th4 26th Cune, addressed 
to Ilaskard, ooncorning ^et©oro?-ogical Soxvices.



/

12th June, 1967.AS/150/2

I

The points he makes are:

1.

2.

3.

U.

5.

If an observational commitment is 
continued by the British Antarctic 
Survey at Stanley a minimum of four 
scientific assistants is required.

If Stanley meteorological observing 
continues there would be no significant 
change in cost level.

BRITISH ANTARCTIC SURVEY
FORMERLY FALKLAND ISLANDS DEPENDENCIES SURVEY 

director: SIR VIVIAN FUCHS

3O.GILLINGHAM STREET.S.W.I
TELEPHONE-, VICTORIA 3667 -8-9 

TELEGRAMS: POLASURVEY, LONDON SWI

I have now heard from Blackie in answer to my 
cables.

You will see that I cannot justify to the 
Natural Environment Research Council the employment 
of a second forecaster nor four scientific assistants 
and I feel the only course may be to attempt to use 
Borland employed by the Falkland Islands Government.

The forecasting for the British Antarctic 
Sugvey was to be for the area south of 
60 S on an intermittent basis which is 
all the British Antarctic Survey requires. 
This requires only one forecaster.

Forecasters do not make observations.
(This refers to the Meteorological 
Office rules which apply to the staff 
they send us).

The female staff proposed are to plot 
observations from coded messages for 
the proposed forecasting - both British 
Antarctic Survey and Colony. They are 
not expected to observe.
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V.E. FUCHS

I am arranging to have a meeting with the 
Meteorological Office, Bracknell when I will point 
out our separate problems and ask their advice. 
I will specifically ask if they would be prepared 
to provide a forecaster for Colony purposes on a 
continuing basis if that turns out to be your 
requirement.

H.E. The Governor, 
Government House, 
Stanley, 
FALKLAND ISLANDS



1967.

a

K.C.M.G.,

/

/each

COMMONWEALTH . OFFICE
GREAT SMITH STREET, LONDON S.W.1 

Telephone: abbc/ 1266, ext.

Sir Cosmo Haskard,
Tragariff,
Bantry,
County Cork, 
IRELAND.

M.B.E.,

It was apparent from the meeting that with the reduced 
complement of staff proposed by the Survey, they would no longer 
be able to offer assistance to the Colony for the level of 
service envisaged above, with the result that the meeting thought 
in terms of separate Colony and Survey meteorological services

When you were at the office at the end of May you 
said you had discussed meteorological services for the Colony 
with Sir Vivian but due probably to pressure of other work you 
did not let me know the result. You might like to know that 
a meeting was held last week at the Meteorological Office in Bracknell, attended by Sir Vivian, at which the level of future 
meteorology services required by the Colony and the Survey was 
discussed.

June,

Unfortunately, we did not have any indication as to 
the type or level of service which the Colony would require so 
that we were unable to get from the Meteorological Office a firm 
estimate of the staff complement (and the cost) needed to provide 
this service, but, on the basis of the requirement for a daily 
forecast which would include aviation and shipping information 
over not too wide an arsa and give an 8 to 10 hour service, it 
appears that a minimum staff complement of the same level as the 
reduced Survey complement shown above would be required, and the 
likely cost of engaging U.K. based technical staff would be in 
the region of £5,500 per annum for salaries (including F.S.A. 
Children’s Allowances, Transfer Grant, etc.) alone. To this 
must of course be added passage and housing costs and other items 
of expenditure involved in maintaining the service, which you will 
doubtless know more about than we.

It appears that the Survey is under some pressure from 
the Natural Environment Research Council, whom it would seem 
rather grudge the expenditure entailed in maintaining ordinary 
meteorological services, to reduce its present commitments in 
regard to these services which are now running at around the 
323,000 per annum mark, and the Survey now considers it can run ; 
service consistent with it’s Antarctic and international 
obligations with a reduced staff of 1 Forecaster, 2 Assistants 
and 1 Clerk/Typist - a saving it would seem of approximately 50% 
o:i the present level of expenditure.

Our reference: YC 17/2 

Your reference:
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(A. ST. J. SUGG)

I

I

i

I hesitate to write to you about this while you are 
in view of the dearth of mails to the 
you might like to know the position.

this letter to Thompson 
for information and comment if necessary.

I am sorry if the above foreshadows a rather heavier 
continuing meterological commitment on the Colony budget than 
you would have wished, but it does seem that with the reduction 
of the Survey’s meteorological service to a level sufficient 
to meet only their own requirements, the Colony may have to think 
in terms of establishing a separate unit in order to obtain the 
meteorological information it needed.

each with its own quite separate staff. The establishment by 
the Colony of its own service would of course mean a greatly 
increased level of expenditure on meteorology, but in regard to 
the cost of salaries it was suggested at the meeting that some 
saving in this respect might be made by the use in Stanley of 
Borland, who, in the opinion of those at the meeting who knew 
him, is a competent officer and who, it was inferred, had not too 
much to do on South Georgia. You will of course know best about 
this and whether this is or is not a practicable means of 
engaging a forecaster for the Colony service and perhaps saving 
some expenditure in relation to the cost of employing a U.K. 
based person.

‘ . I should be grateful if
you would let me know what service(s) the Colony would wish provided 
and we can then pass this information to the Meteorological Office 
who will let us have an estimate of the required staff and cost 
for you.

on leave but thought, 
Falklands at this time
In the meantime I have sent a copy of



Decode.

TELEGRAM SENT.

From SECRETARY OF STATE to GOVERNOR

Despatched: Time: 16093/8/67 Received: 3/8/67 Time:

RESTRICTED

153

Following from Haskard.

Cypher

On August 1st I discussed future of Stanley met station with 
Director and SIonian in light of Blackie’s BAMS. 82 and feel that course would 
he for Colony to employ Borland as forecaster plus local youth to take Stanley 
observations. Forecaster would have available facilities of met station 
including Antarctic observations and South American collectives as well as 
Falkland out station observations. Please discuss w"i?h*(5’including extent 
to which Stanley observations can be reduced. If plan seems acceptable 
Borland could be sounded here by Sloman on behalf of Colony.



1) ECODE.

SENT.T t L E G R A i

From GOVERNOR to SECRETARY OF STATE

Time: Received: Time :Despatched: 4/8/67 p.m.

RESTRICTED

151

Your telegram 15 3- Following for Haskard.

Have discussed C.M.O. Borland idea acceptable.

Thompson

Cypher

Stanley observations can be reduced to 4 which is minimum 
international requirement. Observation can be done by lighthouse for £180 
approx annually.



4th August 1967

12th j une 1967

concerning justification for meteorological assistance for the
Falkland islands G-ovemment.

With Sir Cosmo in London I do not think that 1 can add.
anything from here that might be of assistance.

(W.H. Thompson)

Sir Vivian Fuchs.

Thank you for your letter AS/150/2 of



In Confidence to Governor Falklands from Commonwealth Office

HaskardFrom

On 1st August I discussed future of Stanley 
Meteorological Station with Director and Sloman in 
light of Blackie’s BAMS 82 and concluded that 
despite manifest disadvantages least expensive 
course would he for Colony to employ Borland as fore­
caster plus local youth to take Stanley observations. 
Forecaster would have available facilities of 
Meteorological Station including Antarctic observations 
and South American collectives as well as Falkland 
outstation observations. Please discuss with 
GMO including extent to which Stanley observations 
can be reduced. If plan seems acceptable Borland 
could be sounded here by Sloman on behalf of 
Colony.
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A3/150/2

I

Dear Sir,

Yours truly,

COSMO HASKARD

11%

The Director;Meteorological Office, 
London Road, 
BRACKNELL, 
Berkshire.

After discussions with Sir Vivian Fuchs, 
Director of the British Antarctic Survey, I have 
reluctantly come to the conclusion that the Survey can no longer be expected to maintain the 
forecasting service in the Falkland Islands.
I therefore agree that the existing staff should 
be run down and that as soon as practicable the 
B.A.S. station shall comprise:

1 Experimental Officer (forecaster)
2 Scientific Assistants.
1 Clerk/Tynist

For local forecasting I shall make local 
arrangements which I will notify to you as soon 
as possible. 1 hope that you will agree to 
L'r. Blackie completing his tour so that he can 
supervise the change and that you will continue 
to provide an Experimental Officer.to be in charge 
at Stanley where a professional meteorologist is 
required to look after the Antarctic meteorological 
network. The remaining staff required by B.A.S. 
in Stanley will be recruited by the Survey.

11 th September, 1967



/oZ
METEOROLOGICAL ARRANGEMENTS

FALKLAND ISLANDS/SOUTH GEORGIA

Meeting held on 27th September 19&7*

Pres ent:

Agreed.:

2.

4o

Colonial Secretary^ Office, 
Stanley, Falkland. Islands.

A.C.S. will arrange to work out financial aspects of 
change to local terms in time for Standing Finance 
Committee.

Chief Meteorological Officer 
Assistant Colonial Secretary 
Colonial Secretary

Finances and arrangements to be referred to Executive 
Council at the next meeting in October.

pmc.

C0M0O. stated although possible for one Met. A®.stant 
to carry on at South Georgia he would be completely 
tied to his duties and unable to take a break. 
Untrained person could take necessary readings.
Agreed that Ao0o South Georgia would be instructed to 
provide such a relief to allow the Met. Assistant 
adequate and necessary relaxation.

1o

Wheeler to be asked whether he will stay at South 
Georgia until June 1968. In accordance with his 
answer a new Met. Assistant to be recruited for 
Georgia.

Borland to proceed to South Georgia returning to the 
Falkland Islands to take up duties on the last B.A.S. 
vessel this season.
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CO?TIDJ;Tl'bL

29th September 19^70008

MEMORANDUM IjUMBER J6/6 7 FCR_ EXECUTIVE CTOTCIL

Future of Meteorological Service 
„ > -» - ■ — - —   -|-y —-w- rr-_ Tl—  T-" -    ~*T ■ !■ I —

expected tc provide all the

9pmce.

&/J

Honourable Members are referred to Minute number 24 of the 
meeting of the 14th and 15th February when it was suggested that 
an approach be made to the British Antarctic Survey with a view 
to finding out whether an increased Government grant of £2,000 
per annum would be acceptable in return for the provision of the 
staff required to maintain daily forecastso

(77eHc Thompsen )
(A%CHIAL SECRETARY-

c

The British Antarctic Survey are ( 
equipment necessary in the formative stage.

Since then the position has altered and the B.A.S, 
meteorological organization in Stanley is being cut back to the 
point where it will only consist of one Experimental Officer, 
two Scientific Assistants and or^Clerlq/Typist. Therefore it is 
now necessary to make arrangements for the provision of our own 
service.,

Payments amounting to about £'100 a year will also have to be 
mane oO part time observers at the Lighthouse, and an extra £25 
will be needed for the period up to 30th June 1968,

There is every expectation that Mr, Borland, the Forecaster 
at South Georgia, will agree to transfer to the Falkland Islands 
to set up ar internal forecasting system, and Honourable Members 
are asked :jo approve his appointment. His present salary at 
South Georgia is £1,370 per annum fixed, plus free board and 
lodging, light and fuel which is equivalent to approximately 
£300 in the Falkland Islands, ft would seem that the most 
convenient salary at which to engage Mr, Borland is £1.530 which 
equates to that of the Senior Aviation ?higineorQ salary of 
£1,670 would ;;?t b±n ubive such officers at the Director of Civil 
Aviation, Headmasters of schools, Superintendent Power and 
Electricity, Assistant Colonial Secretary and Registrar of the 
Supreme Court.

It is expected that Mr. Borland will take up his duties in 
March and at a salary of £\53O the sum of £390 would be required 
to cover his salary lor the remainder of the financial year.

I !' '7'1
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MEMORANDUM.

16th October, 19 67

i'ir

From: Chief Meteorological Officer

Stahley.
Stanley, Falkland Islands.

Subject

METEOROLOGICAL FORECASTS - BROADCASTING -

it is worth while even doing them arises.

C.M.O.

If these broadcasts are not being made to schedule^and we receive no 
complaints about the non-issue of the forecast, the bigger question of whether

To,:

Hon. Colonial Secretary,

During the period summer time is in operation, every attempt is made to 
ensure that by 9*30 the b/T operator should be able to make her broadcast. 
This was so that at 8.3O caup time the farm managers etc., would have the 
information. This involves the meteorological assistant starting at 7 a.m. 
and a B.A.S. wireless operator is brought in specially to read a broadcast 
for this forecast.

Some snags appear to exist in the arrangements for collecting the morning 
weather forecast On Saturdays and on some other days as well. This, you will 
recall, is the arrangement in which a messenger collects at British Antarctic 
Survey the necessary papers and delivers them to the Government R/T operator.

However, for example, on Saturday 14th October the forecast, though issued 
on time, was not broadcast until 8 minutes to 11 , almost 1^ hours late. Today, 
16th October, the forecast was not broadcast until 10 o/clock, half an hour late.

- v* - o

No BAMS 700/26
It is requested 

that, in any refer­
ence to this memo­
randum the above 
pi umber and date 
(should be quoted.

May we please have your guidance on this last matter and also your help 
to sort out the collection arrangements so that the R/T operator does have the 
meteorological information ready at the scheduled time.
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SAVING DESPATCH
From the Secretary of State for Commonwealth Affairs
To the Officers Administering the Governments of:

SEYCHELLES (1) NO
SEYCHELLES (1A) BIOT

(2)MAURITIUS
HELENA (3) NO©

FALKLAND ISLANDS(U)

ASCENSION ISLAND NO
Date

Meteorology - World Weather Watch

2.

Farquhar and Aldabra®

onlyJ(2)

Helena and Ascension (Wideawake).

leftJ

onlyJ 

only_7

/To (1)

/To (1A) only/

/To (3)

ZTo (4)

only J

NO,

3.

st.

about which a similar communication 
has been sent to the Commissioner B.I.O.T. for 
information®
Diego Garcia9

NO©

Mahe ®

NOo

Stanley9 Grytviken (So Georgia)0

ST®

The World Weather Watch is a plan for improving 
Meteorological Services throughout the world and was drawn up 
by the World Meteorological Organisation (W®MeO®) in pursuance 
of resolutions of the United Nations General. Assembly® The plan 
was adopted by the 5th World Meteorological Congress held at 
Geneva in April this year and has the support of the United Kingdom®

Repeated to the Administrator9

Diego Garcia9

As part of the U»K« contribution to the plan it is 
proposed to extend the existing Meteorological Services and to 
establish upper air stations in selected British overseas 
territories and the locations selected for the implementation of 
the plan include

In respect of Diego Garcia a similar communication 
has been sent to the Governor Mauritius for action®

/To allJ
The cost of improving existing services and of establish­

ing new stations will be met by the United Kingdom and it is not 
proposed that overseas territories will be required to contribute 
more than the use of their land and possible provision of local 
staff and services® We should therefore be grateful, to learn 
whether you would have any objection in principle to the

/ implementation



could be
(a)

(b) adequacy of* social amenities for meteorological staff;
(c)

(d)

(e)

It is understood that the Meteorological Office has
onlyJ

implementation of the plan in so far as it affects the 
territories under your administration®

6O It is understood that the Meteorological Office has 
already been in communication with your Director of Meteorological 
Services about the plan®

5o contribution has to be finalised 
o can be officially informed 

It would therefore be appreciated if your comments 
could be forwarded as soon as possible®
ZTO (2)

The extent of the UoKo 
during September in order that the WeM®0 
by 0ctobero

facilities for the landing of heavy equipment by 
sea (in the case of new R/w/S stations only)® The 
heaviest single item is the radar set which weighs 
some 2 to 3 tons®

adequacy of sea or air communications for the supply 
of meteorological stores, etco;

4® In order to assist the U.K® Meteorological Office who 
have been charged with costing the plan and recommending an order 
of priority of implementation so that whatever funds are made 
available will be used to maximum advantage, it will be necessary 
for them to be made aware of any local difficulties in establish­
ing new stations or extending the services at existing stations 
and for this purpose we should also be grateful if information 

supplied relating tos-

availability of building services, 
water etco;

houses, food, power,

availability of suitably educated local personnel 
for meteorological training for surface observing and 
R/W/S duties® (The standard should be equivalent to 
ordinary or advanced GoC.E® level);
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PRIORI T Y 1 •. j 7
DEVELOPMENTFROM THE MINISTER OF OVERSEAS

No. UND 227/34.1/01
CIRCULAR

O-

o

MINISTRANT.

This circular has been addressed or repeated, as appropriate in accord­
ance with the attached distribution list.

I enclose a self-explanatory letter (with annexes) from the World ' 
Meteorological Organisation concerning anticipated requirements in 19&9 
and later years under the Technical Assistance component of the U.N.D.P. 
The present two-year programme cycle will be replaced in 196% subject 
to approval by the General Assembly, by a continuous programming procedure. 
The main changes are summarised in Annex A.

/ o L

c. w • (7.
 | '0^7

<6 ’ .SAVINGRAM .

Preparation of W.M.O, Technical Assistance Projects I I V 

under the United Nations Development Programme

for the years 19&9 onwards

2. I should be r^ateful if the questionnaire at Annex D might be completed 
in duplicate and if theinformation might be returned to me as soon as possible 
for onward transmission to the W.M.O. They have asked for replies includ­
ing nil returns by 1st October, 1967.



&

At the present time there are changes in process.

A rough estimate of the costing is given in the enclosed appendix.

o
Sgd. V.E. IUCHS.

D.G. Harley Esq. , , 
Meteorolgocal Office, 
London Road, 
Bracknell, Berks

I am at present 
station at South Georgia, 
ionospherics and geology, 
meteorology.

(Ac

World Weather Watch
Falkland islands andDependsno ies , A n tare tica

I have not spoken of this to anyone, except that in my written 
proposals for South Georgia I have included five meteorologists and mentioned 
that as there is a demand from the WO it is possible that support might 
come through the Meteorological Office. I should add that the presence 
of families at South Georgia would not be practical if it is to become a 
BAS station.

In your letter AF/!£1174/67/fetet 0 17 of 18th August 19&7 you 
correctly diagnose the chain of meteorological command as it has been in 
recent years.

I am afraid that I find it too difficult to estimate the cost 
of the proposed Stanley station, but on the assumption that a Meteorological 
Office establishment would be 14 men and that the majority would be married 
there is clearly a housing problem.

as/15o/i 
d/o

South Georgia

To build and furnish an appropriate house has cost us £8000 each. 
There is also the problem of transportation since the MV Darwin is now 
always overbooked and the Survey1 s ships are fully committed. However, 
I understand that there is the possibiliiy of an air service from Punta 
Arenas being started.

engaged in promoting, through MERC, a new BAS 
This would be concerned with biology, glaciology, 

_ Clearly there ought also to be at least surface 
There is also a proposal for a joint ionospheric/upper air 

meteorology project. My own belief is that this is unlikely to happen 
if the money for the upper air work was requested from NERC. However, 
there might be a possibility of some joint arrangement whereby the 
Meteorological Office provided the costs for the upper air works. This 
could perhaps mean that the Survey would recruit the men as for our other 
two upper air stations, at our rates, but the money for them and for the 
equipment would come from the Meteorological Office. In this way a big 
building and transportation problem could be avoided.

When these are put into effect I expect to reduce our 
meteorological staff in Stanley to the minimum for controlling the 
Antarctic stations and providing some summer forecasts for the aircraft. 
The Colony would have its own small system for obtaining local observations 
and providing Falkland Islands forecasts. This is likely to be the 
situation if and when an upper air station is again opened, in Stanley.

£2EJL

i o /
M. mA./

6th October I967



Appendix.

£Captal Expenditure

25^000

42,000

Annual Expenditure

27>4oo

Eight men
Sondes, ’balloons, hydrogen
Air passages (5tfo of number) 
Clothing
Food

3,500
1,000
1,000

10,500
1,000

8,000
15,000
1,600

800
2,000

Saloon Hut
Gill generator and spares 
20 hydrogen cylinders 
CINTEL with spares 
Surface equipment, say
Radar (Decca W 2 plus spares and test 

equipment)

General Estimate of Cost of providing ja B^S ^/pe Upper Air 
Station (2 ascent scat's outh Georgia



MEMORANDUM.

18th October, IS) 67

To:

Hon. Colonial •ecretary,

STAIXSIStanley, Falkland Islands.

Subject

Ministry of Overseas Development - Savingram No, UND 227/341/01

To assist you in dealing with this notice and the relevant World Meteorological
/0(

C.M.O.

a

It will be noted that Annex D has to be signed by the Permanent 
In our' case the Permanent Representative is the Director General

1.
Organisati.n letter No. 69506/3519, the following points are submitted.

From: Chief Meteorological Officer,

Some observations on the questions No. 2. 
in meteorology in the Falllands or South Georgia.

The World Meteorological Organisation letter is addressed to Permanent 
Representatives.
Representative.
of the U.K. Meteorological Office.

2.

No, BAMS 700/27
It is requested 

^^iat, in any refer­
ence to this memo­
randum the above 
number and date 
should be quoted.

We have no ’’approved projects”

4. Question 3 of the Annex is difficult to advise upon. But the Fourth Session 
of the Regional Association III (South America which includes ourselves and South 
Georgia) Of the World Meteorological Organisation did resolve in its Resolution 
2 (IV-RA III) that a certain basic synoptic network be established within the 
Region. This calls for the establishment at Stanley and Grytviken of full 
radio-sonde, radar-wind stations. These facilities would be used in conjunction 
with the World Weather Watch. To build and equip installations of this kind 
involves a basic expenditure of over £100,000 each and then there would be staff 
housing and all operating costs. More exact figures could be supplied from the 
U.K., but these costs are given to indicate roughly the order of magnitude of 
such services. In addition to the purely ’’met” services, communications facilities 
would also need to be inproved.



MEMORANDUM.

196719th October,

To:

From: Chief Meteorological Officer, Hon. Colonial Se tary,

STAI.ILEy.Stanley, Falkland Islands.

Subject $.110SAWIC- DESPATCH ATT 1 2/5/1 dated 15 Sen. 19^7

Any new site

are

there are none
I cannot comment but believe none

c.i.o.

Answering:
(a)
(b)
(c)

A 24"hour radio facility would be essential for meteorological purposes. 
This is not now available.

owing to the necessity for a station away from King Edward Point, 
a new settlement would have to be built.
(d) sea communications are infrequent but are adequate
(e) unloading facilities are good but difficulties would arise with 
hauling to the site.

No, BAMS 550/1
It is requested 

1^-hat, in any refer­
ence to this memo­
randum the above 
number and date 
should be quoted.

Answering:
(a) as

As for the situation at Grytviken, any jy's/W station would have to be 
situated away from the present settlement, because of the effect of the 
surrounding mountains on the wind-finding radar. A possible site would be 
on the flat plain on the south side of King Edward Cove. Radio facilities 
would need to be improved to permit 2^-hour operation.

A new station would be essential at Stanley. The existing station is 
badly sited. Its location was originally determined simply by the existence 
of a suitable hut at the site. Buildings and masts have been erected nearby 
and these, together with the unsuitable topographical location, render 
radiosonde operation impossible under certain wind conditions.
will probably need to be east of the Government Radio Station and would need 
both power and water supplies extended to it.

With reference to para. 4 of the above despatch here are some notes, 
as you requested, which I hope will be of use to you for your reply. I shall 
deal firstly with Stanley.

regards ’’Suitably educated local personel” I believe there 
none, but I feel that it would be for the Superintendent of Education 
to reply to this question.
(b) there is, in my opinion, a lack of social amenities for meteorolo­
gical staff.
(c) there are no local building services which would undertake speedy 
construction of a special building and housing. The main problem
is the provision of fuel for heating buildings, and for domestic use.
(d) there is no air communication but I consider sea communication 
adequate for the supply of meteorological stores.
(e) harbour facilities are adequate.



ro7

To:

COIZ-OT
No.

Moteorplo/y - T/orld -.eat her ./atoh

but

The answers required by your paragraph four are:-

(a)

(b)

(c)

(a)

A twenty-four hour radio facility cannot be guaranteed 
on extremely good sexvice ex&a.

The existing stations at Stanley and King K&vord 
Point in South Georgia aro badly sited.

one* or two local persons might bo obtainable for 
observational duties but somo knowledge of the tine 
scale in which they might bo required would allow us 
to provide a better answer.

xxxxxxxxxxxx I/C3FATCH
SAVING TELEGBAM.

SAVIN (4.
Your saving do spa tell dated 15 th : optembar 1967.

Date:
40/57

There is no objection in principle to tho implementation 
of tho plan in raspoct of tho Falkland Islands and South 
Georgia.

We already have a considorablo contingent of Overseas 
Civil Service officers, Moteox,ological and ipace Research 
Personnel in addition to a residont population of ovor 
1,000 in Stanley. Although social amenities by United 
Kingdom standards ana not groat, most expatriates appear 
to mjay them solves here and you are referred to the 
recent Government pampiilot ”Life in tho Falkland Islands” 
a copy of which is in your library.

T 0008
I <. I. ref: ATT 12/^1
1 C. 0. ref:

The site of tho Stanley station ms originally 
detowined. by the existence of suitable bull tilings at the 
site and other buildings and masts have since boon erected 
nearby and those, together with tho unsuitable topographical 
location, render radiosonde operation impossible under certain 
wind conditions. A new site would probably be needed. In 
the event of a now site extensions of power and water supplies 
would bo required#

At present thexv? is no air comsunicatlon outside the 
Colony but sea communications are adequate for the 
supply of meteorological stores.

Local building services are not in a position to under­
take snoody construction of special buildings and houses 
but Iloasrs. Saxton & Co. (Beep Drillers) Limited of the 
London based Holman group uro already here carrying out 
work for tho Ministry of Defence and should bo in a position to undertake building services. A considerable 
problem is the provision of fUol for domestic use and 
electricity tends to be expensive#

From: The Officer Administering the Governmer xxxxxxxxxxxx
The Secretary of State for the Colonies.
21st October 1967
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*
(e) Harbour xabilities are adequate.

(a)

(b)

(c)

There are no

(d)

(e)

GOVERNOR

pmc.

i

Thera are no local personnel and the present staff at 
South Georgia are all imported for special duties there.

Unloading facilities are good but difficulties might 
arise with haulage to a new site.

Your paragraph four:-

There are no air communications and sea communications 
are infrequent but the Chief Meteorological Officer in 
Stanley, ^bo understands the situation in South Georgia, 
describos them as adequate.

CopY: Met. Services File.

The situation at South Georgia is somewhat different 
and the only cmmnity there is at King Edward Point 
(the Government station). A new station would need to be 
sited away from the present settlement where the effect of 
the surrounding mountains on wind finding radar would be 
adverse. A possible site may exist on the South side of 
King Edward Cove. Radio facilities would need to be 
improved to perifit a twenty-four hour operation.

Until design and requirements of the station are known 
clear answers can^oe given except that all new buildixgs 
and food have to be specially imported, 
building services.

ICing Edward Point is a very well fitted station and 
there are already three wives there, but staff must make 
their own social life.



n o

COLONY
SAVING.

Your circular savingram dated 8th Soptonber 1967.

C-OTI^OR

pmc»

KW

We find it impossible to complete the questionnaire 
as inquired by you.

In respect of question two, at present we have no 
approved projects.

Proparrttion of Technical Assistance Project? 
under,.the.. waited Nations Develonpgnt Prograpy^p for 
ji.be_yqqrs.._ < 968 onv.T>r.ds

In respect of the first question m would bo delighted 
to be the recipients of any such project both in the Colony 
and in tho Dependency of South Georgia. I7e have never had 
any direct dealings with the World Meteorological Organisation 
nor do we have any knowledge about how to go about obtaining 
what are described as "TA components”. Likewise we have no 
full seals technical staff to advise us hors.

To:

Da/?? October 1967
68/67

No.

Question three is particularly difficult to answer and everything deponds upon the outcome of the approach made to 
us by tho Secretary of State for Comuomealth Affairs in his 
saving despatch ATT 12/3/1 of the 15th Sept ember 19&7> which 
concerns tho ostablishmont of facilities to bo used in 
conjunction with World Weather Watch.

jcnsccmcc-mcr DllSP. ll'Cll
SAVING friCLEGllTKTr~“

J ' ^kF. I. reGOOS

Youx£<xSk 0. rSE® 227/3M/01

From: The O’Hicer Administering the Government of the Falkland Islands.
?=o^^^s^2^elp.nister of Over-seas Development



III
0008

6727 Catcher

Chief meteorological Officer,To:
Colonial .Socretaxy,Px'om: SfrWY.

Copy: CoBEninications Officer, B.A.S.

pmc*

Before we got involved in any new arrangement perhaps 
Mr. Clapp would let us know what has happened to his gadget?

(V7»H# Thompson)
COLONIAL SBCRSTAHY

zx
X£J2

neteo^lpgical .forecasts - Broadcasting

Thank you for your letter reference BAMS 700/26 of the /6>c( 
'16 October# I have never been entirely happy about the 
arrangements but, you will recall, wo x~oro told that tlie 
collection arrangement was only for a month or so until (if 
I recall Mr# Clapp’s words correctly) some sort of gadget 
had been installed in the R/T roocu



Note for file ’’Future of the Met Service"

Mr Blackie is due to leave in March 1969.

f1 /Ch
27/10/67

|Q1 £SXtO-

In conversation with C.M.O., Mr Blackie, on 12th October
I learned that the existing met staff at Stanley is capable of running 
the present service until October 1968, even allowing for known 
departures of staff over the next 12 months.

C.M.O. thought that our aim should be to have Mr Borland in 
Stanley in November 1968.

A#

Provided that Mr Davidson and Mr Stevenson are available to 
the C.M.O., he says that observations can be taken at the existing 
met station by B.A.S. until at least the end of 1968. Thereafter 
observations would have to be taken at Cape Pembroke lighthouse.

I told C.M.O. that I would provide him with a copy of my 
letter signed while in London, addressed to the Met* Office at Bracknell. 
/ 407

II&



116MEMORANDUM.
2nd November,

To

From: Chief Meteorological Officer, The Hon. The Colonial Secretary,
STANLEY

Stanley, Falkland Islands.

Subject

METEOROLOGICAL SERVICE

C.M.O.

Confirming telephone conversation of yesterday, here is the text of the 
telegram from the U.K. Meteorological Office, Bracknell.

’’BND398 FOR BLACKIE FROM BELL H) UNDERSTAND FROM BAS THAT THEY 
WISH REMOVAL OF ALL METEOROLOGICAL OFFICE STAFF FROM STANLEY ON 
OR BEFORE FIRST JULY 1%8 WITH EXCEPTION OF YOURSELF PD GUPS 
OF BAS ARRIVING IN STANLEY EIGHTH NOVEMBER FULLY BRIEFED ON MATTER 
PD SUGGEST YOU DISCUSS WITH HIM AND ARRANGE PLANNED VZITHDRAWAL 
RELATED TO AVAILABILITY OF PASSAGES PD CURTAILMENT OP TOURS LULL 
BE CONSIDERED AS BEING IN DEPARTMENTAL INTEREST”.

No. BAMS 200/55
It is requested 

that, in any refer­
ence to this memo­
randum the above 
biumber and date 
should be quoted.

196?



l/y

673 November

Meteorological Forecasts- Broadcasting
III

Please noy I have your reply as soon as possible.

pine.

I refer to my letter 0008 of 27th October addressed 
to the Chief Meteorological Officer and copied to you.

Coiamnications Officer, 
British Antarctic Survey,

1

0008r
& I

(77.H. Thompson)
COLONIAL SECRLTACT

Yours faithfully,

Dear Sir,



o
67.

Secretariat,

Stanley, Falkland Islands. Stanley.

Subject:—
Meteorological Borecasts - Broadcasting

I regret the delay in reply,

I am sorry I cannot help any further. >

A

//i
I

Mr. Thorogood was consulted regarding the possibility of the fore­
cast being sent over the existing internal teleprinter circuits to the 
Post Office, but this does not seem possible.

E.C.J. Clapp, O.l/c.,
British Antarstic Survey, Stanley.

.....19
Please quote in reply 

N0.522Z76 6th November,

Would it be possible for the Broadcast Secretary to accept the 
forecast direct, by telephone, from the Meteorological Station, for 
her to re-type and deliver to the Station.

have been attempting to arrange some way of delivering the 
forecast to the I^T Station, however, I have been unsuccessful.

..Your memo of 27th October refers. but?l

The previous arrangement worked very well until you lost your 
Secretariat Messenger and since the call of the Telegram Boy depends 
very much upon the number of telegrams he has to deliver, the Meteoro­
logical forecast seems to suffer.

The Colonial Secretary,

I had hoped to be able to instal a facsimile receiver transmitter 
in the R/T room connected to our own facsimile circuits, however, due 
to recent unforeseen circumstances my stocks have been reduced and I 
cannot now supply the necessary equipment.

O.l/c., B.A.S.

c.c. C.M.O., Met. Office, Stanley

BRITISH . ANTARCTIC SURVEY 
MEMORANDUM.

• >967

Office,



67.10th November

2.

Yours faithfully,

&

Copy to:

0 vv

(li.L. BOUiO) 
for CCbONlAL

XMlo <xcho^4cdl2/^ 
P|U^<T.

Would you please lot ae know your final decision with 
as little delay as possible so that the necessary transfer 
arrangements can be implemented.

Dear Sir,
I refer to uur conversation of this morning regarding the 

proposal to transfer yen to Stanley either in April or June of 
next year. X conf irj. that the salary offered is at the annual 
fixed rate of £1,530 and that you would retain your pensionable 
status. Other terns and conditions relating to the appointment 
would be identical to those applied to Colony Officers serving in 
a similar grade.

t. Borland, 

a®

r) I A <*



liG

Copy

10th November 1%7
-’-C/150/3

Sgd.

Andrew Blackie Psc> 9
Chief Peterological Officer, 
Stanley*

I think you should prepare the usual Annual p.eport for 1%7* 
In it reference could he made to the kipending changes in organisation 
and re sponsibi litie s.

In the 1967 Annual Report the future relationship with the 
local service should be stated so that recipients of the last circulated 
report are aware of what is to happen*

d/o

Please discuss with the Governor what he wishes to do about the 
future. I suggest we retain the present title TCS within PAS^ probably 
the Governor will wish to rename the local service.

V.E. FUCIS.

There should continue to be an annual report to the director PAS 
in much the present form but I. consider it is probably ^pecessary to 
circulate it to outside organisations. If you think differently please 
let me know.



0008

6711 November

Colonial Treasurer,To:
STANLEY.Colonial Secretary,From:

Future of,Meteorological Service

Reference attached minute.
Please insert in draft Estimates for 1967/68.

pmc.
(W.H. Thompson)

COLONIAL SECRETARY



Y0 Pc

0008

196714 November

Director of Broadcasting,To:
STANLEY.Colonial Secretary,From:

C.M.O.; O.I.C. B.A.S.Copy:
H°7.

Meteorological Forecast BroadcastingSub je ct;-

I am sorry I cannot help any further.”

we

Grateful early reply.

pmc .

go °2b it4.7

Now that we have a full-time Broadcast Secretary could 
not take the forecast by telephone and work it that way ?

\ i
I have had a helpful letter from Mr. Clapp in which he says;-

Mr. Thorogood was consulted regarding the possi­
bility of the forecast being sent over the existing 
internal teleprinter circuits to the Post Office but 
this does not seem possible.

(W.H. Thompson)
COLONIAL SECRETARY

Would it be possible for the Broadcast Secretary to 
accept the forecast direct, by telephone, from the 
Meteorological Station, for her to re-type and deliver 
to the r/T Station.

"I have been attempting to arrange sone way of 
delivering the forecast to the S/T Station, however, I 
have been unsuccessful.

I had hoped to be able to install a facsimile 
receiver transmitter in the R/T room connected to our 
own facsimile circuits, however, due to recent unfore­
seen circumstances my stocks have been reduced and I 
cannot now supply the necessary equipment.

The previous arrangement worked very well until 
you lost your Secretariat Messenger and since the call 
of the Telegram Boy depends very rniuch upon the number 
of telegrams he has to deliver the: Meteorological fore­
cast seems to suffer.



FUTURE OF METEOROLOGICAL SERVICE (Memo 56/67)0008 12.

KB

rawer WMrqrff&s of mrira nof 6/67
HEM) CRT 17TO /uH) 20TH QffTOB-ff 196?

Council advised that suitable provision be inserted for consideration 
with the draft estimates for 1967/68•

C---- ’
Clark'of Ctaaicll

X

I/
I
I
I

■ ' /Vp *1

The Colonial Secretary explained that the British Antarctic Survey 
meteorological organisation in Stanley was being reduced to one experimental 
officer, two assistants and a clerk. It would therefore be necessary 
for Government to establish a small internal forecasting system of its own.
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MEMORANDUM

67j5 th November 191 5 NOV 1SS7
The Colonial Secretary,To:

The Director of Broadcasting Stanley#

Stanley, Falkland Islands. Pl
Subject Meteorological Forecast Broadcasting#

The

MPEG1

no

' 1

lU.
Re your memo#jQ0Q8 dated 14th November, 1967*

necessary arrangements have been made# 
SCT^^PRO^^TING.

No.
It is requested 

that, in any refer- 
enc^o this memo- 
rai^^^ the above 
numw^* and date 
should be quoted.

From:



11£>
. J 6th November 19 67.

STANLEY. Stanley, Falkland Islands.

Subject

Please refer to your QQO8 dated 14th November 1 967.

C.M.O.

I.I % .nA

Today we have started to 
with the morning forecast and 
satisfactory as far as we are

telephone the Broadcast Secretary 
this method of delivery is 
concerned.

Copy: 0-I-C.,
B.A.S. Office,
STANLEY.

Meteorological Forecast Broadcasting 
in,

MEMORANDUM.
.iL 1 , ,

BAMS 700/35
Et is requested 

lat. in any refer- 
this memo- 

Jndum the above 
imber and date 
ould be quoted.

4*^

.a: Chief Meteorological Officer^; 'y

1 6NOV 1967 r : 
x To: .

The Colonial Secretary,.

x ii$



6/

II

October 1%7

Dear Sir,

Thank you for your letter AS/150/2 dated 11th September 1967*

Yours faithfully,

(TK BANNON)

Conies to:

We are quite willing for Kr Blackie to complete his tour and note that 
following the run-down of meteorological staff we shall need to provide one 
Experimental Officer only, who will be in charge at Stanley.

We note that you are agreeable to the reduction of the meteorological 
staff in the Falkland Islands and that it is your intention to make local 
arrangements for the local forecasting requirements.

K H Robins Esq
Dependent Territories Division 
Commonwealth Office
London S W 1

We regret the delay in replying to your letter but think that it may have 
been delayed in the post; though dated 11th September it did not reach us until 
6th October.

Sir Cosmo Ha ska rd, K.C.1I.G., Li.B.E.
The Governor of the Falkland Islands 
c/o British Antarctic Survey
30 Gillingham Street
London S W 1

W 0 Sloman Esq
British Antarctic Survey 
30 Gillingham Street 
London S W 1

Please address any reply to 
THE DIRECTOR-GENERAL 

and quote; Al/ti 265/65 
Your reference:

METEOROLOGICAL OFFICE
London Road, Bracknell, Berkshire 

Telegrams: Metbrack Wire London 
Telephone: Bracknell 242CK ext. 341
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0008
1st Hay,

Chief Meteorological Officer,
Stanley*Colonial Secretary

Copyfax.Machine*

Some time ago, during the course of conversation with the Governor, 
Are you now in a position to report upon 
and can you give any estimate of the total

iZl^
68*

(W.H. THOMPSON)
COLONIAL SWRNTARY*

copyfax machine was mentioned* 
the desirability of obtaining one, 
costs involved?



\
NDUM.No.

14th May, 1^68.

The Hon. Colonial Secretary

STANLEY.
Stanley, Falkland Islands.

Subject
Your Memo. Nib. 0008 dated 1st May 1968

Meteorological Service

2.

C.M.’O.

I have discussed with Mr. Borland the question of a fascimile 
machine being obtained for the meteorological service.

BAMS joe/73
It is requested 

that, in any refer­
ence to this memo­
randum the above 
number and date 
should be quoted.

Any young local entrant who had some ability could eventually 
look forward to being in charge at the met. station.

*

Training in observational and other aspects of meteorological 
work ‘would need about two years. During this time, the assistant 
could take some of the load of observing work from Mr. Borland, who 
now has to attend at the met. station (at these times:0730-1200, 
1345-1700, 1930-2015), every day. No public holidays or the like 
are possible. An assistant could at least give him an evening off 

>2 /as well as provide for cover in times of sickness and also cover 
jytr. Borland’s leave in a year or two from now.

Having investigated the times of transmission, etc., I think 
that no facsimile machine need be purchased for the time being. 
Several years may elapse before it is necessary to consider the 
purchase of such an item of equipment.

’tv-,'-, wc vis Chief Meteorological Officer,

Now that Mr. Borland is established here, I feel that consider a&ii 
should be gien to recruiting an assistant for him. This need only be 
a school leaver with some aptitude for the job. ]



7 0008

63.30th May,

Chief Meteorological Officer,
c.c. D, Borland, Esq.,

SC

Thank you for your letter of the 14th Kay about the future of 
the Meteorological Service particularly in respect of an assistant for 
Mr. Borland.

Dy copy of tills letter I an asking Mr. Borland to discuss the 
matter with me. I an sure that if we keep our eyes open we shall be able 
to find the right type of person.



0008

68*3rd June,

Dear Sir,

2.

Yours faithfully,

SC

I refer to your recent nesting with the Acting Colonial 
Treasurer in which I understand the following points were raised, 
and I shall be glad if you will confirm that you have no objection 
to the Colony taking these up rath the British Antarctic Survey* 
Although this seems to be a duplication of your talk, I would like 
to be quite sure that our interpretation is in accordance with your 
views*

Chief Meteorological Officer, 
Stanley*

By allowing Mr* Borland to underbake certain duties 
without payment for the British Antarctic Survey, we 
would offset any charges arising from heat and light and 
the future use of equipment by him.

1.
full for the period 1967/68*
this •.■rill act as some slight acknowledgement of the help 
you have given us.

The Colony* s contribution of £500 should be paid in 
By not reducing the amount

%

(r.H. THOMPSON)
COLONIAL SECRETARY*

3. I shall be travelling down to South Georgia in just 
over a week* s time and I will discuss the future of met. 
observations there. I am sure some arrangement can be 
worked out whereby Mr. Gusman* s relief can do the work.
I will lot you Jcnow further on my return.



/
6 June

From

Stanley.
Stanley, Falkland Islands.

Chief Meteorological Officer.

The. Hon.
Colonial Secretary,

1

ii

SlOCT
Letter Ref. 0008 dated 3rd. June - Meteorological.

No. B200
It is requested 

that, in any refer­
ence to this memo- 
vandum the above 
number and date 
should be quoted. Wlo:- ✓ 

1 s*

19 68

v

With reference to your para.3., I should like to thank you for 
looking in to the question of the continuance of meteorological 
observations at South Georgia and would appreciate if you would 
compliment the staff, through the Administrative Officer, on the quality and regularity of their observing.

I have no objection to your taking up the points mentioned in the 
letter ®f 3rd. June with the British Antarctic Survey. At the same time 
I should like to take the opportunity of making the following observations.

With reference to your para.1., Mr. Borland has done all the 
meteorological work relating to the Colony since 15 April 1968. I 
mentioned this to the Acting Colonial Treasurer in case any apportionment 
of the contributions re needed.

With reference to your para. 2., I put forward a tentative 
proposal that perhaps Mr. Borland could provide a forecast service for 
BAS during the Antarctic season, thus offsetting some of the expenses 
of the support services at present provided by the Survey. I am not 
competent to cost such services, and this matter would certainly have to - be referred to the Survey in London.

With reference to your para.3

WB$$RANDUM.

W 7 J ̂11963

Chief meteorological Officer



0008

2nd July,
Chief Meteorological Officer,

Stanley.Colonial Secretazy.

SC

Ue have now paid the full amount of £500 as a contribution for 
the period 1967/68 and we have agreed that Mr. Borland can provide a service 
for B.A.S. during the Antarctic season to offset the expenses of support 
services provided by the Survey.

I have confirmed with the A.O.ScC. that meteorological 
observations will continue and I have passed on to him your compliments to 
the staff on the quality and regularity of their observations.

63.

i <7.
This foiler;s up my letter of the 3rd June.

(v7.II. THOMPSON)
COLONIAL SMCR^TARf.

0/^'



IGO.

July 1968

A. Blackie Esq.

Af
77

7

The draft report makes interesting 
reading and I have no amendments to suggest.

4/w^Vy 
/foci /L

Thank you for sending me a coj>y 
of your draft Annual Report for the year 
1967, together with a copy of Sir Vivian 
Fuchs* letter dated 1Gth November 1967*

I do not think it is necessary to 
re-name the local meteorological service 
but you may wish to express views regarding 
this.



I wR. B. Napier.
Iest i3oint Island.

Falkland islands.Colonial Secretary.
7th July 1968.Port Stanley.

Falkland Islands.

near Sir.
forecast from Stanley
and then the weather

For same ftMxdt 
has been extremely brief.

I did write to the Chief Met Officer on this subject but have not recieved 
any reply.

f.
‘tfl.

I realize of coarse that the R/T operator has to read the^forecast, also 
the fact that everything °rom the net office will have to^passed by phone 
to the R/T operator or the Broadcasting Studio. Nevertheless I -heel that 
an effort should be made to return to the old system of broadcasting the 
reports of individual camo reporting stations, and a forecast oC more 
detail in the morning broadcasts

months past the weathe-
;  ", in the oast it was usual to read the weather from

each of the camp reporting stat ions(including Stanley) 
forecast for the next 24 hours.

Yours faithfully,

,r :^\ '*" £ T/f;

8j': '"ft



0008

68.8th July,

Dear Mr. Napier,

Yours sincerely,

SC

R. Napier, Esq., 
■■Vest Point Island.

I think you know that the British .Antarctic Survey Meteor©logical 
organisation has now been reduced to one Meteorological Officer with 
some assistance and that it has become necessary for us (that is to 
say the Falkland Islands Government) to engage our ov?n Forecaster and 
so our forecasting department is one man.

(W.H. THOMPSON)
COLONIAL SFCWARY

Thank you for your letter about weather forecasting. I am 
taking the matter up with our Forecaster and will let you have a 
reply as soon as possible.



MEMORANDUM.
9 July

Private Secretary,
From GMO Stanley Government House.

Stanley, Falkland Islands.

Subject Meteorological Policy.

C.M.O.

Xq. 550
It is requested 

in any refer- 
Ac to this memo­
randum the above 
number and date 
should be quoted.

Dr. B.J. Mason F.R.S.
The Director-General, 

Meteorological Office 
London Road, 

Bracknell, 
Berkshire.

H.E. has asked me to provide him with some details for the 
content of a letter to notify the Director - General of the Meteorological 
Office of arrangements he has made for the Colony’s Meteorological 

mentioned in letter AS/1 $0/2 of 11 September J 967.
Attached are some notes as a rough draft.
The name and address of the Director-General is:-

Service, as

I Vd .
1968
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0008

18 th July,

Chief Meteorological Officer
The Colonial Secretary.

C-ife

c.c. Meteorological Forecaster,
Falkland Islands Government.

"Dear Sir,
For 3 ore months past the weather forecast from 

Stanley has been extremely brief, in the past it was 
usual to read the weather from each of the camp reporting 
stations (including Stanley) and then the weather forecast 
for the next 24 hours.

(W.H. THOMPSON)
COLONIAL SKCR3TACT

vt ■

I did write to the Chief Met Officer on this 
subject but have not received any reply."

68.

I realise of course that the P/T operator has to 
read the forecast, also the fact that everything from the 
net office will have to be passed by phono to the p/T 
operator or the Broadcasting Studio. Nevertheless I 
feel that an effort should be made to return to the old 
system of broadcasting the reports of individual carap 
reporting stations, and a forecast of sore detail in the 
morning broadcast.

I have received the following letter from hr. Napier, Fest Point 
Island. F'ould you be so good as to give me material for a reply.

c
V



2 2~ July, 1968.

9

C .ty. 0.
!v

K>i .
Would you please refer to ny letter AS/150/2 dated 

11th September, 19&7 regarding the future of the British Antarctic 
Survey station in the Falkland Islands.

I am now able to let you know that arrangements have been 
made, and are working smoothly and satisfactorily, for the meteoro­
logical requirements of the Colory to be taken care of by staff of 
the Government of the Falkland Islands.

Dr. B.J. Mason F.R.S. 
The Director-General, 
Meteorological Office, 
London Road, 
Bracknell, 
Berkshire.

I am sending a copy of this letter to Sir Vivian Fuchs for 
his information.

Ai

The officer-in-charge of our new meteorological unit is 
Mr. D. Borland, who has seen some fifteen years’ service as fore­
caster at Grytviken, in the Falkland Islands Dependency of South 
Georgia. lie is responsible for the observations prograur.c at 
Stanley and for all forecasts required by the Colony, and he also 
supervises the work of the voluntaiy observers located in the Islands. 
The needs of the reporting station at Gzytviken, South Georgia, come 
undez' Ms charge and he advises on any technical meteorological 
problems there.

6, S. /r\



No.

23rd July,

From: Chief Meteorological Officer,

STANLEY.
Stanley, Falkland Islands.

Subject

4.

5. This cannot be contem-

C.M.O.

Your Memo 0008 dated 18 July, 1968

BAMS 700/44
It is requested 

that, in any refer­
ence to this memo­
randum the above 
number and date 
should be quoted.

To meet the request for a 24-hour prediction would involve starting 
a night shift will all the extra staff involved, 
plated at present for obvious reasons.

When every word has to be passed to thd R/T operator via the
, in order to do what Mr. Napier wants (in the way

MEMORANDUM.

/ Ml' 11■^To:

Hon. Colonial Secretar

situation and discuss with the pilots at about 0900 hrs 
this request of Mr. Napier's, means he would have to spend a further 
fifteen minutes at this busy time merely reading over the telephone the 
information. In the matter of priorities, the air service must surely 
come first in aspects of operations and safety.

To meet the request means either getting an assistant for Mr. Borland 
or else having an arrangement so that Mr. Borland, by speaking on the 
telephone at his bench, can talk directly on the R/T and thus cut out 
the present steps via the broadcasting secretary.

Copy to: Meteorological Forecaster, F. I • Government •

As requested in the above memo., herewith is some materi al that I 
trust will be of assistance in formulating your reply to Mr. Napier of West Point Island.
1. While it is correct for Mr. Napier to say that it was usual to read 
the weather from each reporting station in the camp, this was last done 
in March 1967® The forecast was always for 12 hours ahead. The reason 
for this was that there were no B.A.S. radio operators on duty at night 
and to provide a 24-hour prediction it is necessary to keep the sequence of weather charts going.
2.
broadcasting secretary
of weather reports from the individual stations), means about ten minutes 
of telephone time then another five minutes to read the forecast on top 
of that. This means phones engaged for fully fifteen minutes each morning 
with both sides being sure they have got the figures correct. After all 
this, the message has got to be passed to the R/T operator.

6. To sum up, although it would be nice to return to the old system, 
it is too costly. Mr. Borland, who after all works seven days each week 
covering the hours from 0730 to 2000, is the staff. Every word of the 
morning forecast has to be read over the phone and it is suggested thaf 
if it is necessary to have more information on the R/T, then some 
technical device be obtained to permit direct connection from the 
telephone to the R/T transmitter. (T^is would also benefit other Stanley subscribers who would no longer need to visit the r/t cabin to talk). 
If not, then it can be done by getting an assistant to help Mr. Borland.

3. Each morning, there is only the Meteorological forecaster in the 
forecast room and he has to do all the tasks himself; He has his chart 
to plot and draw up, taking down some of the data by morse, consider the_ 
situation and discuss with the pilots at about 0900 hrs. To meet with



0JQ8

68.24th July,

Dear *'r«, Maple r,

Yours faithfully,

SC

24:7:68VJIT

( .H. TH01!P5(®)
COLONIAL S'-PKKT/M

■'inoe then, th? whole of the meteorological organisation 
has altered and we novz only have one forecaster. He has r?.ny duties 
to perform, not the least of which is receiving overseas data by y.orse 
code and the consideration of all the weather evidence received and 
briefing the air service pilots at 9 a.m.

Further to my letter of the 8th July, I have looked into 
the question of meteorological forecasts. As you say, it was usual 
to report the weather from each reporting station in tl» Ccmp and 
this was last done in *'aroh, 1967. A forecast was always for 12 
hours ahead and the reason for this was tliat there were no British 
Antarctic Purvey radio operators on duty at night and to provide a 
24 hour prediction it is necessary to keep the sequence of weather 
charts going.

H. I’apier, Esq.,
■ est foint Island.

c.c. S.P. and T. (not on original)
Please read folio 166 on this file, particularly paragraphs 4 and 6, 
and let me know what you think.

It might be that if we could devise some system whereby 
the forecaster could broadcast over the R/T direct from a telephone 
in the meteor'ological office wc could cut out sore of the voxy mony 
duties and .steps which crowd the corning hours. 1 shall be looking 
into this and if ~ can offer any satisfaction I will let you Imow 
as soon as possible.



K.

30th October, 1968.0 i/c:

Would you please serai foiled ng to London Office:-

FUCH3 BP luGICOLA 35FZR2K& SUGG’S LETTER YC 17/2 DATYD 
3rd OCTOBER* HAVE LISCUSS1T FTTH BLACKLE Al© CTAIP DWT
FOR SilllOR :,SW.LWjGIGU/ OTSOASTIR /;J© AGKEE 2E/72 SHIlTECS E’SESAI® 
/xT liW OF PaTULCT^TE SIS^IWS OF LAST W’AGAMi V;Q"©S ' pOcE AFSSE 
APPiWiaATE LLUSON ulTH THE ST^ILHY IATIAIS^/^X'TTZs (F Tai BTETISn 
/^riAwnc sjotey uip.wte,

UKMSS YOU HAVE OTHE2 VIK7S FLilVxS UFOSH SUGG AX/JIW'TGIY.

c- t.-, .



| b r.

DRAFT

—

$

7 a. •

On technical matters which do involve finance and on British 
Antarctic Survey subjects such as staff complements, buildings, etc., 
which have a technical content and which may involve finance, communications 
should be addressed jointly to the Director-General of the Meteorological 
Office and the Director of the British Antarctic Survey* On purely 
administrative matters correspondence should be addressed directly to the 
British Antarctic Survey*

The Director-General, the Meteorological Office, Ministry of 
Defence, in agreement with the Foreign and Commonwealth Office and the 
Director of the British Antarctic Survey, is the technical controlling 
authority in respect of meteorological matters for the Falkland Islands 
and Dependencies and the bases of the British Antarctic Survey*

The Meteorological Officer-in-Charge, Stanley, on behalf of 
the Director-General, acts as Adviser on these matters to the Governor 
of the Falkland Islands and to the Director of the British Antarctic 
Survey. In meteorological affairs he is under the technical control of 
the Director-General and will communicate directly with the Meteorological 
Office, Bracknell on items of a technical nature which do not involve 
finance*



19 6913 January

H.E. the Governor,
From: Chief Meteorological Officer,

Stanley, Falkland Islands.

Subject

Meteorological Evaporation Measurements.

1)

2)

5)

4)

5)

6)

7)

8)

9)

C.M.O.

ITo quick results should be looked for 
evaporation from a free water surface 
a i

I

Copied to OS 
n.-l/n HAS Stanlev.

-°;t .54Q
it is requesteaxj'J 

that, in any refej^ 
ence to this memo­
randum the ab&ye 
number and da’te.p' 
should be quoted?^.

As requested in Your Excellency1 s minute, dated 10 January, the 
following steps are required.

Cut the tank (think it is old EIDS tank) to give a depth 
of 2 feet. The tank is 4x4 feet. Ensure top edge smooth. 
Around the outside of the tank some 5" from the top rivet a 
horizontal flange 1" wide.
Construct a box of galvanised iron 4” square by 12” deep, wii 
a round hole in the centre of the base. This needs two flat 
metal hooks soldered or brazed on to one of the sides so 
that, when in position, its top is level with the top of the 
tank.
Tank to be sunk into soil up to the level of the flange; 
the top of the tank is thus 3W above the surrounding ground. 
Site would have to be in the vicinity of the meteorological 
station.
Measuring equipment is available but only other need is a 
litre or two litre measuring device, probably^, school scienc> 
room device.
The routine of measuring would be incorporated into the 
normal observational work of Mr. Borland. However if some 
apprentice were recruited to assist Borland he could assist 
in the routine of the readings (needed once daily and about 
10 minutes duration). This would make for future continuity.
The calculation of areas and evaluation of the results would 
fall on Mr .Borland, though I am sure the initial programme 
could be done by CMO himself.
There are measurements of solar radiation here for 10 years, 
together with temperature and rainfall statistics for a 
much longer period. There are some formulae, maily German 
which enable some assesment to be made of evaporation when 
the various paremeters are known over a period of a decade.

we will be measurir 
£ the grass is on 

surface whose free water is lost and not replaced until ii 
either percolates up from below or is wetted again by rain. 
However it would at least provide some comparative figures 
at little cost for the Colony.

^^GRETAfiZ’^>-^IEMORAN D(jm

18 JAN 1969



m

16th January 1969

I am copying this letter to Sir Vivian Fuchs.

Cm
7,

Mr Johnson will also act on my behalf as your 
technical adviser in respect of all meteorological 
matters concerned with the Falkland Islands and 
Dependencies and as adviser to the Director, British 
Antarctic Survey in respect of the Antarctic network. 
He should consult my staff at this Headquarters on 
any important questions that arise, particularly if 
there is an international content since it is my 
task to represent the Falklands at meetings of the 
World Meteorological Organization.

I was glad to know that you have been able to make 
arrangements for the day to day meteorological require­
ments of the Colony to be carried out by your staff 
and that these arrangements have been working 
satisfactorily.

file- 
<4»

rector-General
Dr. B. J. MASON, F.R.S.

METEOROLOGICAL OFFICE 
London Road, Bracknell, Berkshire 
Telephone: Bracknell 20242, ext. 389

Thank you for your letter of 22nd July 1968.

Sir Cosmo Haskard, KCMG, MBE 
The Governor of the Falkland Islands 
Government House 
FALKLAND ISLANDS

In accordance with your wishes, I have selected 
an Experimental Officer to take overall charge at 
Stanley and to look after the British Antarctic 
meteorological network. Mr R.P. Johnson, who has 
had previous experience in the Falklands, has been 
chosen for this post and will shortly arrive at 
Stanley to relieve Mr Blackie.

AF/M265/65

V
29 JAN 5969



13.

W
£0 OF ^EKglKG OF EXECUTIVE COOEEXL KQ- 1/69 HkLD

Al-g) 28TH J/JaiARY 1969-

t-0008 &
P/618/II

It was mentioned that it might not be possible 
to obtain a leave replacement for Mr Borland when 
that officer proceeded on leave next year and that 
in the circumstances we might have to operate a 
reduced meteorological service for this period. 
Council advised that the views of the Director 
of the Government Air Service be obtained.

i

dirk 6? Pouncil

TZ

RELIEF ARRANGEMENTS ..DURING ABSENCE OF
METEOROLOGICAL FORECASTERt MR.D. BORLAND

. AXgRACT FROM m



Februazy, 1%9.

'S’-'' - xi 

I
I

Dr. B.J. Mason, F. &S. , 
Meteorological Office, 
London Hoad,
Bracknell, 
Berkshire.

Copied to Sir Vivian Fuchs

fa fak^

\^l
Thank you for your letter of 16th January (AF/LI265/65) 

regarding the appointment of Mr R.F. Johnson as Experimental Officer 
to take overall charge at Stanley and look after the British Antarctic 
meteorological network.

For avoidance of doubt as to Mr Johnson’s duties, I have 
taken the liberty of supplying a copy of your letter to the meteorological 
station here and to the local representative of the British Antarctic Survey.

Mr Blackie leaves the Falkland Islands this week on completion 
of his three year tour of duty and I should like to take this opportunity 
to record ny veiy sincere appreciation of the admirable way in which 
Mr Blackie has discharged his duties here. He quickly made himself veiy 
acceptable in the Colony and has rightly earned the regard of all who have 
come into contact with him.

I am sending a copy of this letter to Sir Vivian Fuchs.

I ■
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Copied to CS
0 i/c, B.A.S., Stanley.

un 1st Januazy you shewed me an interesting a-paratus for 
measuring evaporation and indicated that to snake use of it you required 
a srall tank of v.'ater.

juou pointed out an old tank near the h ct. Station w-ich, 
cut in half and sunk into the gio-nd, would aerve your purpose.

Y/c expect, as I am sure you know* a team of Agricultural 
Scientists to visit the 'Falklands for 6 to 8 months starting next August 
on*. it could well be that they would be interested in records of 
evaporation although 1 fully realise that such records can only be of 
real value if they cover a lengthy period of years.

1 should be grateful if you c-juld set down on pipper viiat wculd 
3'iaed to be done to instal the measuring device other than cutting the 
tank in ho If and sinking it in the ground. Do you know to whon the tank 
belongs? I7hat arrangements would be necessary fox* teddng recordings 
once the apparatus tjus installed?



MEMORANDUM.

19 6913 January

H.E. the Governor,
i'rom: Chief Meteorological Officer,

Stanley, Falkland Islands.

Subject
Meteorological Evaporation Measurement3,

1)
2)
3)

4)

5)

6)

7)

8)

9)

t?.Qv.

’1^.
g.m.o;Copied to CSO.i/o BAS Stanley®

dX* kZr>Y'-\<- 

A/'■

room device.
The routine of measuring would be incoi’porated into the normal observational work of TIr. Borland. However if some apprentice were recruited to assist Borland he could assist in the routine of the readings(needed once daily and about 10 minutes duration). This would make for future continuity.
The calculation of areas and evaluation of the results would fall on Mr.Borland, though Ji am sure the initial programme could be done by CMC himself.
There are measurements of solar radiation here for 10 years, together with temperature and rainfall ststistics for a

•11 <'

—... 'C

——50--
It is requested 

that, in any refer- 
^^nce to this memo- 
^iindum the above 

number and date 
should be quoted.

As requested in Your Excellency’s minute, dated 10 January, the 
following steps ore required. XCut the tank (think it is old FIDS tank) to give a depth of 2 feet. The tank is 4x4 feet. Ensure top edge smooth.

Around the outside of the tank some 3" from the top rivet a horizontal flange 1” wide.
Construct a box of galvanised iron 4" square by 12" deep, with a round hole in the centre of the base. This needs two flat metal hooks soldered or brazed on to one of the sides so that, when in position, its top is level with the top of the tank.
Tank to be sunk into soil up to tho level of the flange; the top of the tank is thus 3" above the surrounding ground. Site would have to bo in the vicinity of the meteorological 
station.
Measuring equipment is available but only other need is a litre or two litre measuring device, probablya school science

.a-<

<-() (?■ llS» lt>q I Jy

much longer period. There are some formulae, maiaLy German which enable some assesment to be made of evaporation when the various parameters are known over a period of a decade.
No quick results should be looked for as,we will be measuring evaporation from a free water surface (anti?the grass is on a surface whose free water is lost and not replaced until it either percolates up from below or is wetted again by rain. However it would at least provide some comparative figures at little cost for the Colony.
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69

Superintendent Put lie V.orks

Department,C ol onial Se c ret ary.

LC 7 A,

2. A vital requirement is the provision of two tanks, measuring 6-feet by
6-feet by 2-feet deep, completely waterproof, and with tops open to the sky.
It will be appreciated if you will inform me whether anything suitable can be 
provided from your old stock.

A proposal has recently been made for erecting an apparatus designed 
to measure evaporation. These measurements will be of consider ble value and 
it is hoped to be able tc assist the Chief Meteorological Officer in the matter.

0

June,

T7 ■V » /
(J. A. JONES) 

COLONIAL SECP.ETACT



19 69.12th. June,./I

Colonial Secretary,' To:

STANLEY

Stanley, Falkland Islands.

Subject

Supt. of Works.

0

EVAPORATION TANKS

meMqranpvM

MET STATION.
. ill

I have checked Government stores and P.W.D. surplus and there does 
not appear to be anything suitable to meet the requirement. There is not 
sufficient Steel Plate in Government to make one up, but would suggest if 
they obtained the Steel Plate from the Falkland Islands Co., Government 
Metal Worker could make up these tanks by welding.

Alternatively they could be cast in-situ at the position desired and 
made waterproof by Bitumus.

C k 1 4 JI N 1369

From: Superintendent., of ..Works.P^.W.D.,

No.____________
It is requested 

that, in any refer- 
eric^o this memo- 
raOBin the above 
numoer and date 
should be quoted.



y^i
To:

From: D.i.r..e.c..t,Q.r..o £....C 1 vi.1..Ayiation Port...Stanley,..

Stanley, Falkland Islands.

Subject Forecasts for Local Air Service,

A

\

In just under a year from now the Colony forecaster will be 
proceeding on overseas leave.

(J.KERR.)
Director of Civil Aviation.

1.2 th.June?

No._____ _____
It is requested 

^^■-t, in any refer- 
^Wce to this memo­

randum the above 
number and date 
should be quoted.

3* I would be grateful if you could advise what provision will 
he made for the issue of forecasts to the Air Service pilots during 
the period Mr. Borland is abscent from the Colony*

19S9

2. A warranty of our third party and legal liability insurance 
policy requires that all Navigation and local orders shall be complied 
with. Article 26 of ths C.A. N. 0. requires an aircraft Commander to 
obtain weather reports and forecast covering the route to be flown 
over before a flight commences*

Colonial Secretary

MEMORANDUM i ~.-.. ; )

U Yo bu>A-c



C0NHD12TTIAL
0008

J'y June, 69

Colonial Treasurer
Colonial Secretary

i(J. A. JONES)
COLONIAL SECRETARY

2. Assuming that there is no objection to endeavouring to obtain a leave
relief for Borland free the source indicated, I would be grateful for your views 
on the financial basis which we should endeavour to establish in respect of such 
an arrangement. ? Presumably talcing over the relief’s salary payment for the whole 
period, providing him, under certain conditions, with accommodation, providing him 
with his homeward passage: all this with the aim of being able to put a costed 
proposal before S.F.C. shortly (an intention of which I have already informed you).

Cj 7

Leave Relief for -.r D. Borland, Eeteorlogical forecaster.
I understand (but have as yet opened no specific negotiations towards 

this end) that it may be possible to obtain a leave relief from the B.A.S. foz’ 
Kr Borland when he goes on leave towards the end of Kay next. (You will be fur 
more familiar with this situation than I am: but I understand that the present 
time of year, although it is nearly 12 months before K-r Borland is due to go on 
leave, is the appropriate one to start thinking of these arrangements and talcing 
the matter up with B.A.S. because it is about now that B.A.S. Net. staff down south 
start thinking of their own leave arrangements for next year.).



F o
23 June,...19 6?

Colonial.Treasurer

Colonial Secretary

Stanley, Falkland Islands.

Subject Leave Relief for Mr De Borland., Meteorlogical Forecaster*

sc

CONFIDmiAL
MEMORANDUMNo. 0008

It is requested 
that, in any refer- 

to this memo­
randum the above 
number and date 
should be quoted.

/ • o-

2. Assuming that there is no objection to endeavouring to obtain a leave
relief for Borland from the source indicated, I would be grateful for your views 
on the financial basis which we should endeavour to establish in respect of such 
an arrangement* ? Presumably taking over the relief’s salary payment for the whole 
period, providing him, under certain conditions, with accommodation, providing him 
with his homewqrd passage: all this with the aim of being able to put a costed 
proposal before S.F.C* shortly (an intention of which I haVelalready informed you).

■(jf X4 jjbWES) 
COLONIAL SECWAgf-------'

I understand (but have as yet opened no specific negotiations towards 
this end.) that it may be possible to obtain a leave relief from the B.A.S. for 
Mr Borland when he goes on leave towards the end of Kay next. (You will be far 
more familiar with this situation than I am: but I understand that the present 
time of year, although it is nearly 12 months before Mr Borland is due to go on 
leave, is the appropriate one to start thinking of these arrangements and taking 
the matter up with B.A.S. because it is about now that B.A.S. Met. staff down south­
start thinking of their own leave arrangements for next year®).
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0008

June,

Superintendent Public Woifcs Department

Colonial Secretary

Meteorological Evaporation Measurements

SC

69

A further enquiry has been made of me about the availability, or 
otherwise, of a tank which is intended for use in connection with water 
evaporation measurements by our Meteorlogical Department. I would be 
grateful if you could let me know as soon as possible whether anything is 
available.

(J. A. aTONES)
COLONIAL SECRETARY



1969.July,

Colonial Secretary

. STANLEY..
!D

Stanley, Falkland Islands.

Subject EVAPORATION TANKS

Supt. of Works.

I V
COPY

MEMORANDUM

1st.r /i o i/7?—

Wo:

I have checked Government stores and P.W.D. surplus and there does not 
appear to he anything suitable to meet the requirement. There is not sufficient 
Steel Plate in Government to make one up, but would suggest if they obtained 
the Steel Plate from the Falkland Islands Co., Government Metal Worker could 
make up these tanks by welding.

Alternatively they could be cast in-situ at She position desired and made 
waterproof by Bitumus.

No. 0008
It is requested 

that, in any refer­
ence to this memo­
randum the above 
number and date 
should be quoted.

MET. STATION.
U ') I !Herewith a copy of my letter dated 12 th. June, 1969.

('t 3--JfJl_i9b9 '
From Superintendent Of. Works, F.---



MEMORAN

15 January 19

H.E• the Governor,
bm:

Stanley, Falkland Islands.

Subject
Meteorological Evaporation Measurements.

the7

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

7)

8)

5)

4

Copied to CS
O.i/c BAS Stanley.

A-pV 4a A.

no. 540
It is requested 

that, in any refer­
ence to this menio- 
rancbj^K. the above 
number and date 
should be quoted.

Chief Meteorological Officer,

room device.
The routine of measuring would be incorporated into the 
normal observational work of Mr. Borland. However if some 
apprentice were recruited to assist Borland he could assist 
in the routine of the readings(needed once daily and about 
10 minutes duration). This would make for future continuity.
The calculation of areas and evaluation of the results: would 
fall on Mr.Borland, though I am sure the initial programme 
could be done by CMO himself.
There are measurements of solar radiation here for 10 years, 
together with temperature and rainfall ststistics for a 
much longer period. There are some formulae, maiaLy. German 
which enable some assesment to be made of evaporation when 
the various parameters are known over a period of a decade.
No quick results should be looked for as we will be measuring 
evaporation from a free water surface the grass is on 
a surface whose free waler is lost and not replaced until it 
either percolates up from below or is wetted again by rain. 
However it would at least provide some comparative figures 
at little cost for the Colony.

As requested in Your Excellency’s minute, dated 10 January 
following steps are required.

Cut the tank (think it is old FIDS tank) to give a depth 
of 2 feet. The tank is 4x4 feet. Ensure top edge smooth.
Around the outside of the tank some 5" from the top rivet a 
horizontal flange 1" wide.
Construct a box of galvanised iron 4" square by 12” deep, with 
a round hole in the centre of the base. This needs two flat 
metal hooks soldered or brazed on to one of the sides so 
that, when in position, its top is level with the top of the 
tank.
Tank to be sunk into soil up to the level of the flange; 
the top of the tank is thus 5" above the surrounding ground. 
Site would have to be in the vicinity of the meteorological 
station.
Measuring equipment is available but only other need is a 
litre or two litre measuring device, probabljyja school science
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BRITISH ANTARCTIC SURVEY

19

To:

O.^c., B.A.S STANLEY.

Stanley, Falkland Islands. Stanley.

Subject:—
for ForecastingData

1

ECJC/MB

HpnR

&th,Juiy.A.

I refer to our telephone conversation of the 24th.
I much regret that due to unforeseen technical difficulties> it may- 

become necessary to remove all, or part of, the teleprinter facilities 
supplied by B.A.S. to the Forecast Room in order to ensure our links with 
the Bases.

We will try to avoid this as much as is within our power but I feel 
it only wise to warn you of this possibility.

Cplpnial..Secretaryx

Please quote in reply

No... .5.22/........

MEMORANDUM.

■ 7

E.C.J. Clapp,'(Xd/cT?
British .Antarctic Survey, Stanley.

J 7L>C^

Office,



I SV

12, Ross Road West,

Stanley.

The Colonial Secretary
Secretariat,
Stanley. 5th August. 1969.

Dear Sir,

Yours faithfully,

Je Stephenson.

I'll

1 970 under Head V111 
for a

A 4

I notice in the Estimates for 1969 - 
’ Meteorological ’, provision is made 

1 Learner Met. Assistant ’. Presumably the intention 
being for this assistant to ultimately be capable of taking 
over all Forecasting duties whilst Mfr. Borland is on leave 
sick,etc.,and when he retires.

Assuming this to be the case, would 
Government consider an application from an older person 
than perhaps originally envisaged. I have had 12 years 
experience as a Scientific Assistant in the Falkland 
Islands , the first 10 of which I was employed by the U.K. 
Meteorological Office and the last 2 years by the British 
Antarctic Survey . My contract with B.A.S. expires July 
1970 and,as I wish to remain in the Falkland Islands,! 
would be grateful if consideration could be given for me 
to join the F.I. Government Met. Service.

. k jiY liL. k

(

kfrWv (V

| Ku Ktct, Cv.

?

I have the necessary qualifications 
i.e. ’O’ levels and 2 ’A’ levels to be accepted on the U.K. 
Initial Forecaster Course. O

&./ i

H (A.
"tv

%vdx . I
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12tn

i Jc teorolPffi cal Do jiartmant

Sir,

(La Co OLE ADELL)
ACTING „ C0L0I7T AL. EECAAA A.W£

Application for employment. with the
" _ r-

I am obliged to you for your letter. of the 5th 
August and for the interesting yroposTtion you put 
forward in it*

Mr d\ Stephenson, 
STA/JAY*
R£B«

2« You will readily appreciate that it will take alittle time before a firm answer can be givesi to your letter* Meanwhile I can assure you that your suggest­ion will receive careAxl consideration*

I all,
Sir,

Your obedient servant
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SERVICEGOVERNMENT
FALKLAND ISLANDS

SENT
WAP 15142—821 584578/790938 500 pds 12/68 Grp.782

DateHanded in atWordsOffice of OriginNumber

18.8.69133OZR

To Ftf STAHLEY

TO LONDON

SffiFFICTEFTTLY INTERESTED TO REQUEST YOU BE

INCLUDING- PARTICULARLY INFORMATION HOW RECENT THIS EXPERIENCE IS=

JJ/-

Time

I
TELEGRAPH

V'i 177/69 M COL SEG J® 1238/69.
KU® INOUCSi SJPFLY INFORMATION METEORGLOGICAL FORECASTING EXPERIENCE MRS PEEBLES



COT^IjOIiu'ITLAL

21st August, 1969, No, 72/69.

Meteorological Staffing_/krrangements

Memorandum by the Acting Colonial Secretary

These may be

(a)

(c) both Forecasters would be fully qualified;
(A)

(e)

There are clear advantages in recruiting Mr Stephenson 
to the Falkland Islands Government Service 
summarised thus:-

two qualified Forecasters eliminate the need 
for leave reliefs;

Mr Stephenson has ten years experience of the 
Falkland Islands and is familiar with local 
climatic and meteorological conditions.;

COUNCIL

v>. v G

thenecessary nucleus of meteorological, staff 
which, for example, the establishment of an. 
airfield and the introduction of scheduled 
external air services would necessitate, 
wo aid be provided;

2O

’A’

3, Mr Stephenson, who is aged 33 and thus, from that 
point of view, ideally suited to succeed Mr Borland (who 
is aged U8) in due course, already holds the basic !0! and 
fAT level qualifications and might, if arrangements were 
made for him to take the United Kingdom Meteorological 
Office’s Initial Forecasting Course which lasts twelve 
weeks and the next of which is scheduled to begin on the 
23rd of March 1970, assume duty as a Forecaster in time to 
relieve Mr Borland when the latter proceeds on furlough in 
about June next.

the meteorological staffing problem is solved 
for a decade or more as Mr Stephenson is aged 
only 33, fifteen years less than Mr Borland;

Members will be aware that there is provision under 
Head VIII Meteorological Sub--he ad loii of £380 for a 
learner Meteorological Assistant. The provision of this 
post was designed to enable the recruitment of a promisi:ag 
school leaver to gain some experience upon which an 
assessment could be made of his potential for training 
with the long term objective of succeeding the present 
Forecaster. However, the training process would be 
lengthy and by no means easy or one where success was 
assured as it would necessitate the obtaining of ’O’ and 

level qualifications and passing certain professional 
courses of the United Kingdom Meteorological Service. 
Initial success at each stage of the training and qualifying 
process would nevertheless probably mean that training would 
not be complete until six years after recruitments

Selection of a candidate for this type of training 
presents problems and while these were under examination a 
different solution to the basic problem was presented 
through the application by a member of the British Antarctic 
Survey staff, Mr J. Stephenson, to be employed in the 
Colony’s Meteorological Service. A copy of Mr Stephenson’s 
letter of application is annexed to this Memorandums



-2-
X

is7.

9o/oc.

Mr Stephenson’s? current contract with the B.A.S. 
understood to he due to expire in 1970. He could, and 
probably would break his contract with the B.ACSC in order 
to enable the arrangement, referred to at paragraph 3 of this 
Memorandum, to be implemented: but in the interests, of all 
concerned it is desirable to avoid contract breaking if 
possibleo As an alternative even though, perhaps, a less, 
desirable one from the Colony’s, point, of view, if Mr 
Stephenson was recruited to the Colony’s service in such a 
way that he went on leave in the normal manner at the con­
clusion of his. current contract with the BeAr.S., and 
underwent , at this. Government’s request and possibly under 
British Technical Assistance arrangements, the September, 
1970, Initial Forecasting course, the cost tn the.. Colony 
would be that of his passage back to the Falkland Islands, 
at the end of the course.
8O It should be noted that Mr Stephenson who is, as 
mentioned in. paragraph 4(ij of this Memorandum, a married 
man, has two children aged nine and, three. Ke would need 
housing accoirmio elation if he was. recruited to the service 
of the FnioGc

(f) Mi? Stephenson is married to a Falkland Islander 
and wishes to make his career here ( this state­
ment should not be taken to imply that he will 
not continue to be employed by the B.A.S. if his 
application to join the F,I,G. is unsuccessful; 
so far as is known he would, under those 
circumstances, continue to be employed by B.A.S.)

5. Once qualified as a result of taking the course referred 
to in paragraph 3 of this Memorandum, Mr Stephenson would 
expect to be paid in the scale £1,260 - £1,U2±5 (the equivalent 
of the Assistant Experimental Officer grade in the U.K, 
Meteorological Service). Tl;is may, at first sight, appear 
to be valid argument against the proposal for the P.I.G-. to 
employ him but closer examination of the position suggests 
that this is not so, It is, understandably, customary to 
regard the F.IcG. Meteorological Service as a one-man service 
and to consider that only a one-man service is justified: 
but this is not the truth. Mr Borland works, on a rough 
computation, some 90 hours a week 7 days a week. This is 
very creditable to him and very fortunate, financially, for 
the Colony, but it is not a situation which can either be 
viewed with equanimity or which should be permitted to 
continue. Apart from the unfortunate situation which would 
arise in the case of serious incapacity of Mr Borland, one 
of the results of the present situation is that the Colony 
Meteorological Service is not performing all the tasks it 
might. For example, specifically, there is no early morning 
(8 a.m.) forecast; while generally there is no collection of 
innumerable basic meteorological data which could be essential 
for future agricultural and other science-based planning. 
Nor is there any regular visiting of outstations from 
meteorological headquarters and there is thus insufficient 
personal contact: in addition to wnich, the number of these 
outstations, is probably insufficient.
6. In addition to the considerations mentioned in the 
preceding paragraph, there could be offset against the cost 
to the Colony of Mr Stephenson’s salary the provision of 
£380 for a Meteorological Assistant and the hypothetical 
(but nevertheless real if it had to be incurred) cost of 
training the assistant to ’O’ and ’A: level and further, 
and the cost of providing a leave relief for Mr Boaland, an 
item which, while it has hitherto proved neither particularly 
difficult nor excessively expensive to arrange, exhibits al.l 
the signs of becoming increasingly difficult and disproport­
ionately expensive to arrange in future. It could even work 
out at a figure in excess cf £1,000 per month.
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10 o Council is invited to advise:-

5

0008

ara

(LoCo GLEADELL) 
A£W«^0L0Nyi

(.1) that Mr Stephenson be informed that the PoLth 
is prepared to create a post for him, as. a 
Forecaster, in the. F0I0G0 Meteorological 
Department, on the scale £1,260 x £50 - £1.410 
x £35 - £1,445$

(2) whether Mr Stephenson should be sent on the UOK?
Initial Forecasting course beginning in September 
or March next in order so that he can return to 
relieve Mr Borland when the latter goes on leave 
in approximately Juns 1970; or

(3) as an alternative, whether arrangements should 
be made with the British Government for a 
place to be found on the September , 1970 
Initial Forecasting course for Mr Stephenson and 
for-' hiJs sponsorship under British Technical 
Assistance arrangements on the understanding that 
successful completion of the course would automat­
ically carry with it a guarantee of appointment as 
a Forecaster in the Meteorological Service of the 
FoIoGo on the salary scale indicated in (1) above.

A further if more intangible advantage of the recruitment 
of Mr Stephenson to the service of the is. that" it would
provide the opportunity for lengthy evaluation uf ths 
probable trend in air traffic development both local .and 
international, the needs of which and the level of supporting 
service a- in connection with which it is not at present poss­
ible to forecast with any hope of accuracy c It may be 
premature to think of attempting, as yet, to build up a 
locally recruited meteorological staff., At the same time 
the spread of education and other factors which can in-’ 
fluence such matters may provide a more likely and more fertile 
field for such recruitment in a decade from nowo



1969 •5xh August,

Bear Sir ?

VIII

9

Service«,

(sgd.) J. Stephenson.

ARA,

I have the 
and 2’A’ levels 
caster Course,

12 Ross Roa? West, 
S Linley.,

necessary qualifications i.e 
to be accepted on the U.K.

’ 0’ levels 
Initial Pore-

Yours faithfully,

I'he Colonial Secretary, 
Secretariat, 
Stanley■

Assuming this to be the case, would Government 
considei* an application from an older person than perhaps, 
originally envisaged, I have had 12 years experience as 
a Scientific Assistant in the Falkland Islands, the first 
10 of which I was employed by the U.K, Meteorological Office 
and the last 2 years by the British Antarctic Survey. My 
contract with B.A.S. expires July 1970 and, as I wish to 
remain in the Falkland Islands, I would be gfateful if 
consideration could be given for me to join the F.I. 
Government Met.

I notice in the Estimates for 1969-1970 under Head 
’Meteorological1, provision is made for a ’Learner 

Met*, Assistant’. Presumably the intention being for this 
assistant to ultimately be capable of taking over all 
Forecasting- duties whilst Mr Borland is on leave, sick 
etc., and when he retires.
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O.T.
rNK.O3K4

Evaporation Tank 
HM-tiiWi m rm wo ii inminmnf' 11 ■ ■

to Head II/1O: Agriculture;

August, 1969•

c. c. A. C.S.

2* It had originally been hoped that a disused tank could be found and
adapted for the purpose of this experiment., but measurements of tanks for this 
experiment are standard and even had a secondhand tank been available it is 
unlikely that it could have been used without considerable adaptation the cost 
of which might have been not considerably less than that for constructing a 
txxk from sera toll.

A copy of this minute is provided for file 0008 and the original can 
be utilised for the main file on S. E. C.

3. Professional advice proffered to the Governor was that to be of
meaningful use the records resulting from the experiment needed to be kept from 
•the 1st of September and it was therefore essential that the project should be 
completed in time to enable this target date to be met. In the circumstances 
I have authorised this very minor project to proceed and the initial cost can be 
charged either to Head XVl/5: Minor works or to Head II/10: Agriculture; the 
former would appear to be more appropriate.

You informed me telephonically today that S.F. G. had decided to 
postpone until after the arrival of the Agricultural Advisozy Team a decision 
on the provision of funds, totalling slightly under £1QO, for the tank for 
the evaporation experiment the purpose of which is to gather, over a period of 
time beginning on the 1 st of September (a starting date which is dictated by 
meteorological considerations) iriformation which I understand is important in 
tlie context of the Team1 s pasture investigations.

■■

- ft ■ '
(J.A.' /Jones)

ACTING GOVERNOR
I' V
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SECRET
0008

Meteorological Staffing Arrangements

September, 1969*

f
■
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However, if you will first let me have the file to enable me to draft 
letter to Mr Stephenson I will return it to you to enable recruitment to the

4* 
a 
learning post to be started.

A, C. S.

42
Ao.,

fl

At the meeting on 2nd and 3rd of September Ex.Co. advised that a 
reply should be sent to Mr Stephenson’s enquiry expressing thanks for the 
interest he has shown, but indicating that the F. T.G. does not at present 
have staffing plans into which his proposal would fit, though this is not to 
say that, should he at some future date renew his enquiry it will not once 
again be considered in the light of whatever circumstances may be prevailing 
at the time.

(J.A.' (Tones) 
ACTING GOVERNOR

.if -Ct

J “ h

*7 7 Z y^’
/L (/L f

uj^ Cc-Asl / fl ki flfl & 
) fl L fl L fl, Z fl

/(fl .
Z-O/lZsA

2. May I please be sent file 0008 to enable me to draft, as quickly as
possible, a reply to Mr Stephenson which will issue over the signature of the 
Acting Colonial Secretary (or over your signature on his behalf) since I can 
not, in fairness to Mr Stephenson, move any further over the possibility of 
euploying Mrs Peebles during Mr Borland’s leave next year until an open reply 
has beer sent to Mr Stephenson’s enquiry.

/ 3* You will recall that it was also the view of Ex»Co. that we should
now recruit the learner for whom provision is made in the current Estimates 
under the Meteorological Head; and it was further suggested that recruitment 
should be both by advertisement in the normal way and By enlisting the aid of

7 the Education Department in order to see if any clever children overseas would
I be interested who might not hear of the vacancy unless special measures were
\ taken to bring it to their attention. (A Member also suggested the advisability 
\of notifying parents of such children.)
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EXTRACT FROM MINUTES OF MEETING OF STANDING FINANCE COMMITTEE HEED ON 22ND3
AUGUST 1969.

''M.
8„ Meteorological Svaporation Tank

It was agreed that consideration of expenditure on this item should await 
the advice of the visiting team of Agricultural Scientists,



r 0008

69.15th September,

Yours faithfully,

ARA..

(L.C. GL.EADSLL)
ACTING COLONIAL SECRETARY

May I take this opportunity of thanking you for your 
interest.

re's.
With reference to your letter of the 5th of August 

, your
I am to

Mr J. Stephenson, 
STANLEY.

Dear Sir,

and to my interim reply Ko. 0008 of^the 12th, 
proposal has received careful consideration, 
inform you, with regret, that the Colony Government does 
not at this time have staffing plans for the Meteorological 
Department into which your proposals fit. However this is 
not to be taken to mean that, should you wish to be in a 
position at some future date, say in approximately two to 
three years* time, to renew your enquiry it will not again 
be accorded careful consideration in the light of whatever 
circumstances may be relevant at the time.
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0008

Peg, via A.C.S.

Note:

Y.E.

3 September, 1969*

on 3/9/69,

September, 1969*

It has been decided that the possibility of employing Mrs Peebles, 
’wife of the hovercraft pilot who ’will be relieving Lt. Cndr, Cook, as a leave 
relief for Mr Borland next year should be pursued. I am consequently sending 
a further reply to the attached communication saying that there is a possibility 
of offering tenrporaiy employment to Mrs Peebles in that capacity. It will be 
necessary to follow that up, in due course, with a specific offer and I shall be 
glad of C.T’s advice as to what the terms of the offer should be. (if C.T. 
feels he should just clear his decks with S.F.C., he could perhaps consult them 
rmdivienaXiy before Mr Pitaluga leaves Stanley after this Ex. Co. Meeting lias 
finished.)

P.S. will please ’phone Mr Johnston, E.S.K’O.
and enquire whether it might be possible for Lt. Cmdr. Peebles to be 
accommodated, with his wife, in an E. S. K 0. house from December, 1969, to 
end September 1970* The ’Met’ aspect can be explained to Mr Johnston who 
can be told C. K0. considers it a solution to the Borland leave relief 
problem.

I have ’phoned Mr Johnston and there will not be a vacant 
E. S, R.0. house in the foreseeable future unless there is a radical change 
in their staff planning. However, if, due to a change of shipping 
itineraries, someone is delayed in reaching the Falkland Islands there is 
a possibility that a house might become vacant for a maximum period of say 
two months. Mr Johnston will let us know immediately if anything occurs 
to alter the present position.

& /

. h1 V /
(j.K. Jones)

ACTING-



(Memo 72/6^)0003 18. NEWmOGICAL ARRANGEM3HTS.STAFFING

if!

I

Ji

r

EXTRACT FROM
riTTUT^s oFTeETIW no.

4

Clerk oC Council

Council advised against employing Mr. Stephenson in the 
Government Service; instead the possibility of Mrs. Peebles acting as 

. forecaster during the period of Mr® Borland’s leave should be persued and 
the vacancy for a learner in the Meteorological Department be advertised 

J locally.

to fa-ecrT

/ ■

H!M 011

Council noted that an application had been received from
Mr, J, Stephenson, an officer currently serving with the British Antarctic 
Survey Meteorogical Service, for employment as a Meteorological Forecaster 
in the Government Meteorological Serviceo A relief forecaster would be 
required to stand in while Mr. Borland is on leave next year but it was 
felt that to appoint a new full time forecaster at this stage would be too 
costly. It was noted that Mr£ Peebles, the wife of the now Hovercraft 
pilot, was a fully qualified forecaster and was interested in taking up 
employment during her stay in the Falklands.
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6th January 1990.

Dear Sir Vivian,
On Wednesday 2k th December I was

Yours

R.F.Johnson.

C,YS M

two local youths,one local girl 
levels and one 45 year old

n JAN *970 a\

Meteorological Office,
Stanley,Falkland Islands, 

South Atlantic.

/ 7 .x 
v’

On Wednesday 24th December I was asked to attend 
a meeting withe Falkland Inland Assistant Col Sec,Assistant Col Treas 
together with Mr D Borland,the Colony forecaster.This discussion was arranged to discuss the employment of a 
trainee meteorological assistantykhex for the Colony Meteorological 
Service. Four candidates had applied, 
in thr United Kingdom studying for ’O’ ex UK meteorological assistant now working for the Falkland Island 
Company.As you already know the Colony Forecaster goes on leave in 
My 1970 and is being replaced by a Mrs Peebles, an ex .'rcn forecaster 
who is the wife of the local naval party commander. The Colony 
Forecaster works some 80-90 hours per week, 7 days per -..uek and has 
not had a day off for 3ycars(he refuses to have an occasional day off). 
To replace such a man who collects much of the South vxcrican synoptic 
information by morse himself, it is (in my opinion) necessary for 
Mrs Peebles to have a well trained meteorological assistant and I have 
repeatedly told local government thisfact.

I have been trying to impress on Government the importance of 
obtaining an assistant for some months now and in view of the now late 
employment of a meteorological assistant, I strongly recommended that 
they employ the older applicant for a while,who within x month would 
be quite capable of deinstall the works necessary,also morse which he 
knows well. I also recommhded that whilst this older man employed that 
Government do everything possible to obtain a young assistant trainee who already holds ’o( levels.

On January 1st I entered our office to find a youth sitting at 
a desk. I asked him who he was and he said he was the new Meteorological 
Assistant. I had not been told he was being employed anu. the youth 
himself had been told nothing of the work he was expected to do, and 
certainly not that the job could entail 7 days a week working and 

/ abnormal hours. The youth in fact had had no interview and had been . told nothing at all about the job.
Government have ignored professional advice on this matter and 

no doubt have reasons for doing so, but I feel sure that if Mrs Peebles 
finds herself unable to cope with the unreliable RTT broadcast and 
long hours of duty then British Antarctic Survey are going to be sked 
toss help. I vzould strongly advise that we do not help them,as they have 
chosen to ignore common sense all along the line. Of course if you ask 
me to help them,should the occasion arise,then I will naturally do so, 
but I have given you the above facts in order that you should have the 
full picture,if asked for our help due to any failure in the Colony Forecast Service.

I indeed hope that Mrs Peebles and the youth can cope, but I 
think the Falkland Island Government should have it made plain to them 
that if they are going to ignore prefessional(common sense) advise, then 
at sometime or other they must take the consequences. However it is 
not my duty to tell them this, only to give them technical advice as per my terms of reference.

The Director, /British Antarctic Survey, </
London. (Copies to Director General UK Met Offj.cc & QIC BASStanley)
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4. When Executive Council decided against the proposal for the 
transfer to the F.I.G. Service of Mr. Stephenson I saw C.M.O. and 
informed him of it, telling him that all the arguments had been aired 
and that Executive Council had reached its decision after consideration.

before we discuss it may be useful to record the facts which 
pertinent to the matter referred to in C.M.O’s letter p. 206.

The result of the Exco, deliberations was that a policy decision 
was taken not to take on an additional experienced person for the 
Colony’s Met. Service but specifically to take on a young boy or girl 
who, with training, might develop into a successor for Mr. Borland.

It was for this reason that 
knew of the apo ointment was when he/ found Robson on ¥/J. A. /J ones 

29th /January, 1970 
b

5. Although it is not recorded in the extract from Exco, proceedings 
Members did ask that we endeavour to throw our net as wide as possible 
when recruiting a learner Met. Assistant and it was partly for this 
reason that a considerable time elapsed before it was possible to hold 
a Selection Board for the appointment. In the event the response to 
advertisements for the post was not particulai^yincouraging. Abdications 
were received from two young girls, both overseas and both not^available 
and from one boy who was available and has subsequently been appointed. 
(Raymond Robson). There was also an application from Mr. J. Ford who 
had previously worked in meteorology. In view of his age and of the 
salary that he would expect to receive if Government employed him, his 
application was clearly outside the terms of reference of the Selection 
Board but, in order that all applications received were consideredjl 
suggested to A.C.S. who is Chairman of the Board^' that in considering 
that particular application he should mention the Government policy 
laid down by Exco, regarding this appointment. On my suggestion also 
C.M.O. had been invited to attend the meeting as professional adviser.
I und.erstand from A.C.S. that C.M.O. advised the employment of Mr. Ford,
6. I had no hesitation in instructing A.C.S. that we must follow 
the Exco, directive and since he was the only person available and not 
unsuitable, Robson should be appointed as learner Met. Assistant to take 
up his duties on the 1st January. This decision A.C.S. on several 
occasions endeavoured to communicate to C.M.O. by telephone but was 
unable to find him at his place of work, 
the first C.M.O. ] 
duty on the 1st January.

/lLcl

2. In July/August last Mr. Stephenson of the B.A.S. wrote asking 
for transfer to the F.I.C. Meteorological Service. I had lengthy 
consultation with C.M.O. in connection with the application the results 
of which were embodied in the Exco. Memorandum at p.194. The subject 
was carefully considered by Exco, whose conclusion upon it is at p.204. 
A perusal of the Exco, memorandum indicates that all relevant arguments 
were given an airing and I personally can vouch for the fact that they 

given full consideration in Executive Council.

/g iJLz. $>■ (L& J 4 0
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c.s.
0 i/c B.A.S. StanleyCopy:

Visits to Camp meteorological stations

I

22 June, 1970.

I.

I

The cost of air passages should be a charge on Government and the 
decision as to whether Mr. Johnson or Mrs. Peebles visits any particular 
out station should be decided mutually between them.

C. M. 0.
Mrs. Peebles
D. C.A.

should like arrangements to be made please for Mr. Johnson or 
Mrs. Peebles to visit each Cans? meteorological station during the present 
winter to check equipment and advise on routine procedures.

As far as possible, visits should be made to coincide vzith fare­
paying flights.
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7th July 1970.

I regret that at the moment I am
unable to give you the details required.

Letters have been sent to the Stations concerned informing
the Managers of the proposed visits and asking them if and when it

Mr Davidson or myself to
visit them as overnight accommodation may be necessary.

It is hoped that the visits will take place during the next
two months using sheduled flights although the Director of Civil
Aviation has stated that it may be necessary to organise special

Keppel etc and to stay for
an hour or so and then returen, as these places are not visited
by the Beaver very often.

I vzill furnish you with further details of the visits as
soon as I receive replies from the Stations concerned.

Yours faithfully

Forecaster.

Meteorological Office, 
Stanley.

Dear Sir,

flights to places such as Main Point,

the Camp Meteorological Stations,

H.L. Bound, Esq., M.B.E., 
Assistant Colonial Secretary, 
Stanley.

V : 7
With reference to your Memorandum, 0003, of 27th June 1970 

enquiring after details of the proposed arrangements for visits to

will be most convenient for Mr. Johnson,



A

11th July 1970

Mr. R.P. Johnson will visit:

Mrs. Peebles will visit:

Mr. D. Davidson will visit:

Yours faithfully,

Forecaster

4

Mr. Johnson will he going to Pox Bay on Monday 13th July 
and returning to Stanleyon the following day.

Mrs. Peebles will be going to Port Howard for a few hours 
on Wednesday 15th July.

Replies have so far been received from Fox Bay, Port 
Howard, Darwin and Weddell.

Keppel Island Main Point

Port Howard
Darwin Boarding School
Weddell Island

Pox Bay
West Point Island
Carcass Island

Meteorological Office, Stanley.

The dates for the visits to Weddell Island and Darwin have 
not yet been decided upon as this depends on the Air Service’s 
programme but both Mr. Ferguson and Mr. Trevelyan have stated that 
any time is convenient fibr them.

H.L. Bound Esq.,Assistant Colonial Secretary, 
Secretariat,
Stanley.

<3/7fa

Dear Sir,
With reference to your Memorandum 0008 of 27th June 1970, 

requesting details of the proposed visits to camp stations, the following arrangements have been made:-
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above subject

Meteorological Office, 
Stanley,
Falkland Islands.

r<

Z2.
£ c

/

With reference to our discussion last Tuesday morning on the 
above subject, here are my views as to why I thihkthe Government of the 
Falklands should obtain radio facsimile equipment.

R.F.Johnson.
Meteorological Officer, 
British Antarctic Survey♦

/ - /’

A/ 
a

$ /

Xi/

Dear Sir,

1) At present the Falkland Island Government employ Mr D Borland as 
forecaster,at which he spends some 80-90 hours work per week and works 
every day of the week. Much of his time is spent obtaining by morse 
and unreliable radio teleprinter broadcast information to compile twice 
daily synoptic charts on which to base his forecasts,
Mrs L Peebles who bis standing in for Borland whilst he is on leave 
has found it necessary to have the Falkland Island radio staion obtain 
for her by morse some 2-4 times daily weather observations from southern 
Chile.

2) Little or no upper air information is obtained at present because Borland 
has neither the time to collect it or reliable enough equipment to 
obtain it regularly. If an airfield is eventually built near Stanley it 
will be absolutely essential to have regular upper air information 
before any aircraft would leave the colony,

3) If radio facsimile equipment was installed it would:-
a) Alleviate much of Borlands time now spent on obtaining synoptic 

observations, and consequently allow jzke more time for him to spend 
on(in my epinion) more worthwhile meteorological work,

b) Deliver charts several times per day of surface and upper air 
information which will have been compiled by a vastly superior 
amount of information than that received at Stanley

c) Enable regular upper air charts to be received which(if used 
correctly) improve the standards of the present forecasts.

Finally if eventually the Government Meteorological Office 
is moved to be with the air service,either at the hangar or elsewhere and 
facsimile facilities are obtained and used. Falkland Island Government 
pilots would then be able to be briefed regularly off facsimile charts 
and would in time be able to interpret them for themselves. There would 
then be the possibility of the pilots doing their own forecasts when 
Borland is sick or on leave. This of course should not be done on a 
regular basis.

For little extra cost there is the facility of being able 
to pick up direct satellite information from American satellites which 
cross our area daily*

10th June 1 970.

— - iZh.

Radio Facsimile Equipment' y z
3

I would strongly recommend that the Falkland Island Government 
make efforts to obtain radio facsimile equipment which onced obtained I 
feel sure Mr Borland and the air service Pilots would wonder how they 
ever managed to do without it.

A- /, } •- -7 , czjo ■

His Excellency th?Governor, 
Government House, 
Stanley,
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P.221

Radio Facsimile Equipment

X of the airfield

X an

V6
7 w/

/VC ,

Mr. Johnson asked me if I could give this idea a push while 
in London, I told him that the most I would be able to do would 
be to mention it when discussing the airfield project with the F.C.O. 
and that is all I did - and I did not emphasise it.

7
I k /

/ -V \(J,/A. Jones)
Colonial Secretary

24/8/70

2, Mr. Johnson's proposal is probably a good one: but its 
implementation at the present time, at a cost of £1,500 to £2,000 
does not seem to be acceptable. However, would not wish to pass, 
judgment on it until we have been able to obtain Borland's opinion. 
My own view is that iV?some thing which should be processed at the 
same time as and keeping pace with the development 
and external air service projects, as it is in that context that we 
are likely to be able to obtain funds for it rather tnan in the 
purely local context where it is likely to.bS regarded as 
extravagance.
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29th August 70.

The Met. Forecaster,To:

The Colonial Secretary,From: Meteorological Station,

Stanley.

Visits to Cann Meteorological Stat ions.

i I

4

■ v
AC.

U 
u new™

6 <A

I shall be grateful to know, with reference to the Governor's 
memorandum of the 22nd of June and your letters of 7th July and 
the 11th of July 1970, whether any report is in the pipeline.

To
( r.)

r /

(J. /•. ione s )
COLONIA . ?JAKY.
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2nd September 1970

The Colonial Secretary,Stanley,

Dear Sir,
With reference to your Memorandum, 0008, of 29th August

Yours faithfully,

Forecaster

^b^-^X

Meteorological Office Stanley

5Z

Mr. Johnson has been unable to visit West Point as it has 
up to now, been inconvenient for Mr. Napier. However, Mr. Davidson 
is hoping to fly out to West Point tomorrow and to visit Carcass Island from there.

No-one has yet been able to visit Keppel and Main Point 
but as neither of these sends in a coded observation, even though 
Keppel has all the necessary equipment, we v/ill make a general 
report on Mr. Davidson’s return and include a list of equipment 
required by all the Stations so that The Governor can see the reports 
before he leaves the Colony.

5. Po

inquiring if any report of the visits to the Camp Meteoro.logical 
Stations is in the pipeline, reports have been made on those 
already visited, that is Port Howard, Darwin Boarding School, 
Weddell Island and Fox Bay East.
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15th September 1970

6a h

D

Carcass Island Occasional Plain language observation
Main Point Rainfall measurements
Port Howard Rainfall and soil temperature data

2)

3)

f

The Colonial Secretary, 
Secretariat, 
Stanley, 
Falkland Islands.

The following reporting stations were visited during the 
months of July, August and early September 1970;-

Full synoptic observations at 1200Gmt daily

Meteorological Office, 
Stanley,
Falkland Islands, 
South Atlantic.

7?
General, Meteorological Office, Bracknell UK.

Prom the enclosed individual reports it is obvious that 
an inspection was long overdue. Much of the equipment is in 
a very poor state and in urgent need of repair or renewal. In 
many cases we found that instruments were faulty or sited 
incorrectly, which would not have occurred had regular visits, preferably annually, been made.

REPORT OF INSPECTION OF THE FALKLAND ISLANDS METEOROLOGICAL 
STATIONS BY Mrg.L. Peebles' (Acting 
Mr .R.FTJohnson(Meteorological Of:

Copies to:- The Director 
The Director, British Antarctic Survey, London. 
His Excellency the Governor, Falkland Islands.

Darwin Boarding School
Pox Bay East
Weddell Island
West Point Island

Since the last inspection of the Meteorological Stations 
was carried out some two to four years ago there have been 
some changes in the personnel who do the observations. Apart 
from the inspection of equipment our visits were most 
appreciated for the discussion of Meteorological matters in 
general. As a result of these we would like to draw your 
attention to the following points:

a) The forecast broadcast at 10 o’clock each morning is considered of no use whatsoever to camp listeners as, by this 
time, all had departed on their various jobs, but a forecast

Keppel Island) which has all the necessary equipment for 
carrying out a full synoptic observation and rainfall 
measurement but which does not send in a coded observation, 
was not visited as the observer was away.

• Colonial Forecaster) AND 
Ticer, British Antarctic Survey)



a)

u)

5)

6)

f,

R.F. Johns on
Chief Meteorological Officer, British Antarctic Survey

As a result of the visit to Carcass Island, which is 
not a recognised reporting station, we now receive a coded observation every afternoon from Mrs. Bertrand. This is 
extremely helpful to the forecaster and we feel that a note of appreciation from Government would be appropriate.

M.E.L. Peebles
Acting Colonial Forecaster

Attached is a complete list of equipment which we consider 
it is absolutely essential for Government s>to obtain as soon 
as possible<Lf they wish to bring the Meteorological Stations up to International Standard.

We therefore recommend that Government makes every effort 
to bring up to standard all the Falkland Islands Meteorological Stations and to treat it as a matter of urgency.

In July 1968 His Excellency, The Governor wroteto the Director General of the British Meteorological Office stating that the Falkland Islands Government had accepted full 
responsibility for the forecasting in the Colony and for the 
supervision of the Falkland Islands Meteorological Stations. 
Although the forecasting is being carried out satisfactorily 
the supervision of outstations has been neglected and-. 
Consequently our'Meteorological information is below International Standards.

To date the British Meteorological Office and British 
Antarctic Survey have supplied most of the equipment but there is now no longer any remaining in Stanley.

broadcast between 0845 and 0900 was considered to be a more useful proposition, for planning the daily work at the settle­ments •

c) We were given the impression that if a more reasonable 
payment than the present one of one shilling per obdervation were made, then the observers would supply more information. 
We suggest that the four main stations be given a lump sum of around &50-&60 annually which would be more in keeping 
with present day emoluments.

b) The observers would appreciate annual visits to be made 
in order to keep the Meteorological Stations up to standard.



LIST OP EQUIPMENT REQUIRED

DESCRIPTION ESTIMATED COST
2

£250
2

8 H

It It tt ItO

tt It tt

£ 5
1

NOTES

5
5

e 
£.

20
6

12
6
6
6
6
2

500yds

5

CENTIGRADE
tt

£ 2o

sMntity

2t7<?

MAXIMUM
MINIMOTA

The anemometer at Darwin School needs replacing and the 
Colony should hold a spare as all the anemomters are well 
dated*
The Kew Baromter at Darwin School is in very poor condition 
with a concave meniscus(opposite to what it should be) and 
twos of the other stations have barometers reading incorrectly. 
Therefore essential to hold at least one spare*
At present allihermomters are Fahrenheit. Some spares are 
available from Stanley but these are running low. All countries 
now reporting Centigrade and advisable to replace present 
Fahrenheit Thermomters with Centigrade ones*
Two sunshine recorders not essential, but one should be 
installed at Darwin School and another at Port Howard. Thus 
giving Falklands a reasonable sunshine recorder coverage. 
The Meteorological Observers Handbook and the Abridged Cloud 
Atlas are essent&il to part time observers and should have 
been supplied years ago.
All the meteorological Stevenson Screens need painting and 
there is a spare one that the Falkland Island Government can 
have from BAB,but it needs repainting.
A quantity 2-3 gallons of white paint is needed to paint all 
the Meteorological Screens. This should be treated as a matter 
of urgency* About pints of paint per station should be 
supplied immediately*

mJ

£1 20 
£1 00 
£ 30 
£ 60
£ 12 
£ 12 
£ 12 
£ 12
£1 00 
£100 
£ 1

The above list is what we consider essential for the bringing up 
to standard of the Falkland Island Meteorological stations(excluding 
Stanley)

12
h foot
SUNSHINE RECORDERS(NON ESSENTIAL)
PVC TWIN CORE CABLE FOR ANEMOJ.|?ERS
FALKLAND ISLAND ORDINANCE SURVEY MAPS

(for visibility points)
COPIES OF OBSERVERS HANDBOOK
COPIES ABRIDGED CLOUD ATLAS
MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS SUCH AS BATTERIESPAINT BRUSHES ETC
STEVENSON SCREEN ( BAS HAVE SPARE ONE 
THAT CAN BE RECONDITIONED BY GOVERNMENT.NIL

REMOTE RECORDING 'WIND VANE AND
CUP GENERATOR(COMPLETE UNIT)
KEW PATTERN BAROMETERS
ORDINARY CENTIGRADE THERMOMETERS 

CENTIGRADE THERMOMETERS 
CENTIGRADE THERMOMETERS

If. inch(soil thermometers)
II It

£ 6
£ 10



WEST POINT

Report and. recommendations on visit on 4th, 5th, 6th September 1970.

SCREEN

SUNSHINE RECORDER
The Campbell Stokes Suhshine recorder was well positioned and in good condition, 
the orientation was checked and found to be correct*

The thermometers were housed in a small stevenson screen which had not been 
painted since it’s installation in 1952 and was very bare especially on top 
which had no paint on it’s black roofing-felt surface*

The screen was given two coats of white gloss paint, which will suffice 
until a replacement screen can be provided.

It is recommended that a screen , either large or small as the present 
small screen is mounted on a large stand, be reconditioned and sent to West 
Point and theirs returned to Stanley for complete overhaul, the felt roof 
should be replaced by alloy sheeting and the whole properly scraped and 
painted*

WIND
Outside instrumentation:
The anemometer tower is basically sound, but the alloy spars are starting to 
corrode in several places and this could be arrested by wire brushing and 
treating with a suitable paint. Two of the four nuts and bolts which hold the 
tower to the concret base are badly coroded and if not replaced in the next few 
years it is possible that the tower could blow down in severe winds. The 
replacement of these nuts and bolts would require the dismantling of the tower 
the old bolts removed and new ones set into the base, renovation of the tower 
could take place at the same time as this would be easier and less dangerous*

The anemometer of the cup generator type, Mk 4 was installed in 1 9&7 
and is in good condition and gave satisfactoiy readings when checked against 
a hand anemometer* The Mk I which it replaced was still in position on the 
tower and this was dismantled and returned to Stanley*

The wiring is in very poor condition and should be replaced as soon as 
possible* The current wiring was installed by Mr. Napier from his own stocks 
and although it has served the purpose is now very worn, and on the tower 
the wire was bare in several places, these have now been spliced and taped with 
insulating tape*

The cable should be replaced by twin core P.V.C. or similarly covered wire, 
and provided with clips to fix it firmly to the tower to prevent rubbing, the 
total length required to run from the top of the tower to the house is 200 yds. 
Inside instrumentation:
The wind speed dial in use, was in good condition.
A Mk lb speed dial for use with the Mk I generator was removed and returned 
to Stanley

Thermometers : The screen contained two farenheit thermometers, one wet, one 
dry in good condition but should be replaced by centigrade. The wet bulb 
was supplied from a plastic water bottle, which although not standard, was 
quite adequate.

Both the screen and recorder were well fenced with both wood and wire netting, 
as a result the grass below the instruments was very long and likely to affect 
the temperature and dew point, it was suggested that the wire netting be removed 
to allow geese to graze the grass, Mr. Napier was quite happy about this and q£d 
he would remove it*



gAXNGUAGES

PRESSURE

OBSERVING

REPEAT OF RECOMMENDATIONS
Renovation of wind tower

200 ydsP*V. C. or similar twin cored cable
Clips for fixing above
Stevenson screen

4(2 spares)Centigrade thermometers
4(2 spares)U 2 batteries

Spacer for use with above

Abridged cloud atlas

The observing is carried out efficiently by Mr* Napier and his only problem is 
occasionally with cloud identification as he has no text book to refer to* It 
is therefore recommended that a cloud atlas ( the abreviated version would 
suffice), be supplied to West Point and such other observers as require one*

Pressure is read daily from a Kew pattern mercury barometer, and a continuous 
record kept on an open scale barograph. Both instruments were in good 
condition and when checked with a precision aneroid barometer, the barograph 
was found to be correct while the mercury barometer was 0*6 mb low, at a 
pressure of 1Ol5mb. This is not sufficiently serious to warrent a new barometer 
but once yearly checks should be made to see that it does not deteriorate 
further*
Batteries are required for the barometer illuminator, as I believe the special 
batteries for this purpose are no longer available , two U 2’s with a suitably 
sized conductor to make up the extra space, would suffice*
The pressure recorders are reasonably sited in the R*T* room where they are 
unlikely to be disturbed*

There are two 5 inch rainguages at West Point, one which had been there since 
1952 had sunk to the rim in soft ground and was covered in grass, but when 
dug out was in remarkably good condition, and some minor repairs having been 
carried out will make a usefull spare*

The other which was installed in 19^7, but never used as no measure was ever 
sent, was also poorly sited and considerably sunk in soft ground* The stem of 
the funnel had been split, probably by frost action, but after Aralditing was 
as good as new* After removal and cleaning this instrument was found to be in 
good condition and was resited in a situation in which it should give 
representative readings and is more convenient for the observer than the 1967 
position* Readings are to commence immediately and a return made to Stanley 
at the end of each year*

Other checks were carried out on the guage and measure and were found to 
be satisfactory*

During the inspection the following were supplied by Mr.Napier and it is 
re ©amended that he be reimbursed for them*
Insulating tape - one roll ; Paint white gloss - 2 pints ; Brush in - 1 
(Re. last item, after a brush has been used to paint between the slats of a 
screen it is of very little use for anything else*)



WEDDELL ISLAND

knocks.

4) Mr. Ferguson is well supplied with charts for the "barograph

/

The bowl which holds water for the wet bulb wick was rather 
dirty and slimy but this has been rectified. However it is advised

The equipment is in generally good condition and there 4s a 
reasonable supply of spares. The wind tower and thermometer screen 
are well situated and the barometer is placed in a little-used 
room where there is the least chance of its receiving and| accidental

The observations are carried out by the Manager of Weddell, 
Mr.R. Ferguson, at 1200Gmt daily.

The barograph is in good condition and there are several spare 
nibs for it.

1) Reading of wind speed and direction
The tower holding the wind vane and anemometer is in good 

structural condition. The only damage that it has suffered since Mr. Ferguson has been at Weddell, when a goose flew into the wind 
vane, has been successfully repaired by Mr. Ferguson.

Although the wind tower is fairly well exposed there are many 
small local effects which, for example, can cause the wind speed to 
be different in the harbour from what it is at the site of the 
tower. Mr. Ferguson, however, with the aid of the speed recording 
dial in the house and from his own observations, takes great care 
to ensure that the wind readings sent out are most representative of the situation and they can therefore be relied upon.

that a spare bowl is supplied.
The wet bulb muslin is changed every two or three weeks and there are plenty of spares.

3) Thermometer screen
This needs tobe painted.
The wet and dry bulb thermometers, along with the one sparej 

give readings in degrees Fahrenheit only. It is recommended therefore that the two thermometers in the screen are replaced by Centigrade 
ones and also that two spare Centigrade thermometers are provided.

2) Pressure readings
Readings of the Kew pattern barometer were compared with those 

of the Precision Aneroid and found to be in good agreement.
The barometer is in rather a dark place however and it is 

necessary to use the illuminator and light for setting and reading 
it. It is recommended that a spare set of batteries be supplied for this purpose.

The Meteorological equipment at W eddell Island consists of 
a wind vane with a cup anemometer of the generator type, a Kew pattern barometer, a barograph and a small thermometer screen 
containing wet and dry thermometers.



b) Spare equi^men.t
2 Centigrade thermometers
1 "bowl for wet bulb wick
1 Log BookBatteries for barometer

5) Summary of equipment to be provided
a) New equipment

2 ordinary Centigrade 
thermometers

henwill soon need a new Log. Book in which to write up his 
daily observations*



DARWIN BOARDING SCHOOL

minimum,

Observations are carried out by some of the senior pupils under 
the guidance of the Headmaster, Mr. P. Trevwlyan, at 1200 Gmt daily 
and at 1900Gmfe on weekdays.

1 ) Reading of wind speed and direction
The two inch pipe which supports the wind vane at the top 

of the tower is badly corroded.
There are no wires or batteries from the dessyn transmitter to 

the direction indicating dial in the headmaster’s study as these 
have had to be used for speed indication. The lead from the tower 
to the speed dial however is made up of several sections and this 
can cause delays in fault finding as quite a few joins have to be 
inspected,on most occasion's, before the fault is found.

A new wind vane XHd support is needed plus the batteries and 
leads necessary to ensure that both direction and speed dials are operating efficiently.

3) Stevenson Screen
T|iis is in a good position but needs to be painted.

2) Pressure readings
The mercury meniscus of the fifteen year old barometer is 

concave and thus all readings are inaccurate being anywhere between 
one and two millibars too low. It is suggested that a new barometer 
be supplied as soon as possible anet that the present one 4s either 
repaired or disposed of.

The barograph, though accurate in its performance, gives a very 
thick trace which can lead to inaccurate readings. This is because 
the only nib at Darwin is old and blunt. It is recommended that spare nibs are supplied.

Apart from the wind recording apparatus and the barometer most 
of the equipment is in reasonable condition. The wind tower and 
Stevenson Screen are well situated and the enclosure is well kept. The barometer is in the corner of the Headmaster’s study and is 
therefore relatively safe from knocks.

It contains wet, dry, maximum and minimum thermometers all of 
which give readings in degrees Fahrenheit. The two spare thermometers 
are also in Fahrenheit and it is recommended that all are replaced by Centigrade thermometers.

The jar containing the wet bulb wick was not supplied by the 
Meteorological Office and is too large - it actually touched the 
bulb of the thermometer. It is recommended that one bowl and one spare are supplied.

The Meteorological equipment at Darwin Boarding School cosists 
of a remote indicating wind vane with a cup anemometer of the 
generator type, a Kew pattern barometer, a barograph, a Stevenson 
screen containing wet, dry, maximum and minimum thermometers, a 
thermograph and a hygrograph and an enclosure containing grass 

eight ineh earth and one foot earth thermometers and a 
rain gauge and measure.



8) Summary Qf equipment to be provided

Centigrade thermometers

The 
accurate

5) Therehare no pads for taking down the observations and the Log 
book is almost full.
6) Mr. Trevelyan is already converting thermometer readings to 
Centigrade until new thermometers are supplied. As the conversion 
tables in his possession are rather coarse a new set is being 
sent to him.

Nibs for barograph pen 
Wet bulb wick bowl 
Thermograph charts 
Ink

M-) Enclosure
The ggass minimum thermometer is well placed and the eight inch 

and one foot thermometers are in good condition. Again, however, 
all read in degrees Fahrenheit and there are no spares.

7) Mr. Trevelyan is also interested in having a sunshine recorded 
set up at Darwin School and this should be supplied if possible 
as it will help to improve climatological knowledge of the 
Falkland Islands.

The rain gauge is level but the rain measure is broken at the top 
and, even though it is still useable, it is recommended that a 
replacement is supplied.

thermograph is in reasonable condition and gives fairly 
readings but some new charts are needed.

*^le. hygrograph is at present at the Stanley Meteorological 
Ofiice where it is being cleaned and repaired.

b) Spare equipment.
2 Centigrade thermometers1 Maximum
2 Minimum
1 8” earth
1 1’ earth

a) New equipment.
2” pipe for wind vane 

Batteries and leads for 
dessyn transmitter 

Kew type barometer 
Nibs for barograph pen 
2 Ordinary Centigrade thermometers
1 Maximum Centigrade thermometer
2 Minimum Centigrade thermometers 
1 8” earth thermometer-Centigrade 
1 1 * earth thermometer-Centigrade 
Rain measure
Wet bulb wick bowl
1 Log Book 
Observation pads 
Temperature conversion tables 
Sunshine recorder



r
FOX BAY EAST

well situated

false high

ones
were

office certainly needs

Spare Equipment
1 Ordinary 1 Maximum 
and 1 Minimum centigr­
ade thermometer.
Wet 'bulb muslins.
Rain measuring guage. 
Hairs for hygrograph. 
Paint for screen^

2) PRESSURE LADINGS
The mercury barometer looked in good condition but on comparing 

with an accurate electrical barometer was found to be reading on average 
one millibar too low*. In view of the extreme age of this barometer it 
would be advisable to abtain a new one.

The barograph was in good condition all round, but there are 
only about A months charts left.

Observations are carried out by Mr J Cheek who is acting as relief 
for the normal observer Mr C Haddocks who at the time of inspection was 
on leave in the United Kingdom.The Observations are done at 1200 GMT daily 
with occasional observations done at 1800 GMT.

A) ENCLOSURE
As stated above the grass minimum was repositioned. The grass 

in the screen was too long and there is no earth patch.
The sunshine recorder is reasonably sited but there are any a few 

months cards left.

instruments were situated was not 
sure if the direction vanes were correct 
to check this) The cup anemometer is

1) WIND SPEED AiW DIRECTION.,
The mast on which the 

quite vertical and no one was 
( a compass has been sent out 

relaively new and seems to be working quite well.

3) STEVENSON SCREEN
This badly needs painting and could well be givin, 

readings in its present state.
The thermomters cont' ined in the screen are all fahrenheit 

and should be replaced by centigrade thermometers. The wet bulb 
wick was obviously not being changed often enough and instructions 

left to change it at least once a week.The thermograph and 
hygrograph both need reconditioning. This could no doubt be done in the 
Stanley Office.

The equipment can at best be described as fair. The equipment is 
-11 _1L—except for ths grass minumum which was situated next to 

a post and half hurried in diddle dee grass. Its position was altered 
during the inspection.

The rain guage was in good condition and Mr Cheek assured me
• that he would check the level occasionally. The clll ' ’ \ 

a spare measuring guage.

• — ^o’fc<porolo8ical equipment at Fox Bay East consists of a remote 
indicating wind vane with a cup anemometer of the generator type, A Kew 
pattern baromter,A barograph, A Stevenson screen containing dry,wet, 
maximum and minimum thermometers,./ thermograph,hygrograph and an enclosure 
containing a grass minimum thermometer and rain guage.

5) SUIAMARY of EQUIPMENT to be provided
New Equipment
Kew type barometer.
2 ordinary Centigrade thermometers.
1 maximum centigrade thermometer.
2 minimum centigrade thermometers(one sheared)
1 Log book. .Tocal and West Falkland Maps for vis points.
Sunshine cards summer and wintei•
Barograph Charts
Centigrade slide rule.
2testacodingainstructions(510L & c) 
Up dated handbook of instruments.



PORT HOWARD

The readings are taken hy Mr. S.Miller.

is supplied.

all Centigrade

Sunshine recoreder

h) Spare equip me nt,
h", 8”, V earth 
Centigrade thermometers
Rain measure

The thermometers are read daily at 1200Gmt and the amount of 
rainfall is measured once a week.

1 ) Rain Gqftge
This was well situated and in good condition. The rain measure 

was also usehhle hut there is no spare.

The Meteorological equipment at Port Howard consists of ani 
enclosure containing a rain guMige,four inch, eight inch and one 
foot earth thermometers.

2) Earth thermometers
The three earth thermometers all give readings in degrees 

Fahrenheit.
The one foot thermometer seemed to he leaking. Mr. Miller, 

however, will endeavour to mend this and if he is unsuccessful a 
new metal top will have to he supplied, as(there is a spare thermometer 
at Port Hovzsard.)
3) Mr. Miller is interested in and would he willing to take daily 
sunshine readings so it is recommended that a sunshine recorder

U) Summary of equipment to he provided 
a) New equipment,

4” earth thermometer
8” earth thermometer
1 ’ eartth thermometer



MAIN POINT

Z/.Ztin o

Report on visit of 9th , 10th September 1970.

RAINFALL

It is believed that there is another guage at Hill Cove settlement but 
it is not used as there is no measure there. The fact that Hill Cove 
has the only sizable stand of trees in the Falklands might make readings 
from there interesting and usefull, and provided Hill Cove were 
agreeable , it would be in the interest of the Colony to supply them 
with a measure♦

d I

Vf5Z- •< ■ <’ X \ < Z J- i;■ A 7 ..'

Mr. Aldrige has been sending in regular reports of rainfall at Main 
Point since July 19&5 using a Negretti & Zambra 8” rain guage supplied 
by Hill Cove. A measure callibrated in inches was supplied with the 
instrument and it’s readings should be accurate.

The hight and exposure of the instrument were non standard, a 
suitable siting of the instrument was discussed with Mr. Aldrige and he 
is to make the necessary changes at the end of September so as to 
maintain uniformity of readings•
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Maintenance_,pf^.^Campi Lieteqrolo{g.calJStatior.sC C.S <0008)>5.

£91

23

£ 150
■2

The Committee agreed that £150 be provided for the follov/ing items which 
were considered by the Chief Meteorological Officer as both essential and urgent:

MINUTES FROM THE MEETING OF STANDING FINANCE COMMITTEE HELD ON 
27th OCTOBER 1970

20
16

It was agreed that p. ovision of funds for the other items recommended 
should be considered after receipt of comments from the Meteorological Office in the U.K.

The Chief Meteorological Officer for the British Antarctic Survey 
attended the meeting, as advisor to the Falkland islands Government on meteorological- 
matters, and explained the recommendations made jointly be himself and the Acting 
Colonial Forecaster to bring up to standard all the Falkland Islands Meteorological 
Stations.

2

The Committee noted that regular inspections of Camp Stations were 
recommended.

Mr. Johnson confirmed that the primary aim of the Colony meteorological 
service was to provide data for the air service, but added that the information was 
also keenly sought by meteorological services abroad: and he understood that 
financial aid was available for the installation of equipment designed to provide 
reliable data. The committee agreed that this source of aid should be investigated.

1 . Barometer 
Cable for 
Anemometers 
Handbooks etc 
Maintenance of Darwin, 
West Point Island end on 
Stevenson Screens
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lltji January 1971

The Falkland Islands Gov-

1
23

nrovide reliable data.

al assistant should be made.

co C.Nl.b 
b.a.s.

91
20
16

(J. A* Jones) 
Colonial liocretar-y

General, 
Illogical office, 
Engl*^

JB

■meat has provided funds to purchase the 
foUovnurig items rec emended by the report as being necessary:

Itejn
I1 (1) Barometer

(2) Cable for .-nemcQaters
(3) Handbooks etc.
(4) Maintenance of larwin and 

st Point island, and on
Stevenson Screens

Before providing funds for the other items whose purchase is recommended 
in the report I would be grateful to receive youz* comments, in particular 
as to the possibility of our obtaining financial assistance from the 
T/orld Meteorological organisation to make these purchases. The Chief 
Meteorological Officer has advised orally that our meteorological 
information, though primarily obtained in support of our Government Air 
Service, is kcenljr sought rftor by external meteorological organisations 
and that in these circumstances it should be possible to obtain, 
financial assistance to meet the cost of providing equipment designed to 

Should you confirm this view, perhaps you would 
Pinpod enough to auvisc me to whom an*? in what fci-nj an application for

BgPOgT OF Ij^CgiOK OF F/,!-“7L.AIg) XSUIffS. ^TEOROLOGIC^L STATIONS 
■*£< Mrs«„J. ♦ Peebles ^ic.tlp-.-:. Cplonio-1 Fprocaster) and Ibr .p.F^jQhnao '

(:Aritish Ani:arctic. 7

.'lease roibjr to a import, of which a. co./y lias been supplied to you 
by the Chief Meteorological Officer, British Antarctic Survey, written 
by th?.t offlcl-A end by Mrs. Peebles, Acting Forecaster, Falkland Tn?.?.nds 
Crovernient, dated the 15th ox* September, 1970.
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11th January 1971.
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■r:r C. Bertrand, 
isl :.t-

JtkeJOCU. JU> t*

9-^

It is appreciated that these chores 
and mist cause sme inconvenience parties ■•; 
season.

re time absorbing 
during your busy 

j are extremely grateful to you both*

bolle-.irj an inspection of camp stations by members of 
the Stanley *"lcteorolo;,'ical Staff which. included a visit to 
you?? island, yr.rtieulai’ mention uas made of i?_c- very helpful 
assistance rjtveu by you and your uife in collection and passing 
met. infojiTirtioii to the Stanley station. The information you 
pass is c?“tresseljr helpful to the jorocaater and. I ivould like to 
place c:*- r. cord Covexvinents siucex^ apprcc’.' tion of the interest 
you hike in this respect.
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