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r
c/o Senor G. Hill,

Viamonte 332,1°

Buenos Aires,

Argentina.

14th November 1946.

The Hon. Colonial Secretary,

Port Stanley

The Falkland Islands.

Sir,

I have the honour to reouest permission to collect various

species of Penguins in the Falkland Islands and South Georgia.

I am in South America collecting animals and birds for the

London and Edinburgh Zoos, and the New York, Philadelphia and

Washington Zoos in the United States. They have particularly

asked rne to obtain penguins for them as their pre-war collection!]

hav& almost died out. The three species in which I am most

interested are the Gentoo (Pygoscelis Antarcticus), the Rock- 

hopper (Eudyptes Chrysocome), and the King Penguin (Aotenodytes), 

and I would like very much to be allowed to collect roughly 150

of each. For the first two I understand that I would require a

oermit to collect in the Falkland Islands, and for the last per­

mission to have the birds collected for me in South Georgia.

I should be most grateful if you could grant me permission to

make this collection before the arctic winter sets in; and I would

very much appreciate it if you could give this matter your early

attention in order thac I may mike any arrangements which may be

necessary.

I have the honour to be, Sir,
!

Your obedient servant,

Alan Best.



TELEGRAPH SERVICE.GOVERNMENT
FALKLAND ISLANDS AND DEPENDENCIES

SENT.
DateWords Handed in atOffice of OriginNumber

7*-^---46o
To

Inn nnnt g/q oQxio::/ L, , Til, Tai..on&o Piso nuenoK Aires
(LlAj

Your letter li^Sn Abvarber stop Penguins collection approved and

.Suggest you address hiia•g;Lstrata south c-eorgia being informed stop

?ect from Buenos Aires.

c a >-tx.vp u.*xti?ahy.



Decode.
TELEGRAM.

The Colonial Secretary.From

The Magistrate, South Georgia.To

19 U6 10.00.December 10thDespatched : Time :

Received : Time :19

Mr. Alan Best at present in South America collecting 

animals and birds for British and American Zoq;s has been granted per­

mission obtain fifty King Penguins from South Georgia and has been in­

structed to address you direct from Buenos Aires.

No. 161.

COLONIAL SECRETARY.

G.T.C.



b>
Decode.

TELEGRAM.No. 6U.

From...Ve ver.s... London....Z.o.o.......

.The Colonial..Secretary.To

14 thFebruary 19 47Despatched: Time: 10.45*

February 15 th 19 47 Time : 10. 00Received:

Zoological Society London 7/ill accept responsibility for 

expenses up to five hundred pounds for King Penguins up to ten in

number.

VEVERS LOUDON ZOO.



"7
1 )ecode.

TELEGRAM.
No. 63.

From ..Mr. Gillespie* .....Edinburgh,.

The Colonial. Secretary.To

Pebruary 1 4 th 19 47 Time: 11.02Despatched:

February 19 47 Time :Received: 1 5 th 10.00

Zoological Society accept responsibility all expenses incurred by 

Government collection Ping Penguins for Edinburgh from South Georgia.

GILLESPIE SECRETARY ZOOLOGICAL.



$
Decode.

TELEGRAM.
No. B7.

33*.A'Yard,...E.&q.

2^..... The..Colonial Secretary..

February 29 4715 thDespatched: Time : • • •

16th 19 47FebruaryReceived : Time : 10.00

As importing for American Zoological Gardens v/e hereby assume 

responsibility and guarantee all expenses incurred in the collection

of thirty King Penguins by Alan Pest in South Georgia.

E. S- '.Yard Treasurer I.Ieens Bros.
and '.Yard.
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GOVERNMENT TELEGRAPH SERVICE.
FALKLAND ISLANDS AND DEPENDENCIES.

SENT.
DateHanded in atWordsNumber Office of Origin

:>5„ 2. 47&0opy to Ian Pest for
a

To

• r;., : .<i ■■

£ Ho. 27 y telegram Ho* 167 Of 1C4C Bt»:* : trat no.; here preferred to av/ait 

rival Pi t.(L • . :nn you obtain fV ring en^ulim and send to Buenos Aire a 

in two hatcher? condoned to , ♦ Pyrne 25 de . nyo 294 for transhipment 

to v/ York notifying him of tiet-paich by telegra,. stop He tfill handle 

and pay cxpenoer stop ' oc&l ex; ea.oee should be notified to Lac taple 

whon 'eat is contacting atop paragraph

• err:on lo? ir-y after birds on ship will be paid gratuity 10 pesoe 

for each bind arr.viny 'ueroe ireo in good condition atop paragraph 

y ; ease confix*; .

2.

. / .. \J. - ... *CO: «T,;Li4

103 words G id. = 8s/7d.COST;

<vLA (H-.3.4-7
e
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1 )ecode.
TELEGRAM.IIO. 441.

From. The Magistrate...South Georgia...

The Colonial Secretary.To

26 th 19 47 1 3. 40February Time :Despatched:

26th 19 47February 15.30Time :Received :

Fo. 35. Your telegram No, 27* ^an make all necessary arrangements 
subject to Pest obtaining permission from Pesca Head Office Buenos Aires 
ship Penguins by one of their vessels.

2. Suggest total be shipped in one batc-h Montevideo and that should 
be condition pgrmit number Kings also delivered British Zoological 
Society LondongRest if required in addition 25 referred to in my 
telegram ITo. 34.

[WIr
L/*-'

• i

3. Shijmient will be effected end season and in event Montevideo 
e advise name of consignee./

J4. Would appreciate confirmation suggestion made my telenram l’o.

MAGISTRATE.
PA. iBJzJtJt'l r
T .TH
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iS

GOVERNMENT TELEGRAPH SERVICE.
FALKLAND ISLANDS AND DEPENDENCIES.

SENT.
Handed in at DateNumber Office of Origin Words

Copy to Mi*. Best for information. / 1G. 3. 07.
To

: . G• > .i

5& V- r tc: oi;:.-, ; atopi£ i Hiving eat letter to oeca tc tuho by ?:

ill*'* ah-.* .t 15til Larch atop Ho will contact ...yo-\ who as you know

o*

next .

in visiting lOuth cG-rgia end Garoh oto > paragraph 2 Your paragraph 2 

Qtm eot cun only ha die 23 at a t.lno u ui now orofor© leave remainder 

till nest oeaooii when he will collect then instead ©too 'paragraph 3 

. • r x,r*:.:yra-?h ;• atop onto video w .:ld bo >roferal)lo to . -uanoa iron wild 

va rar5 3U* *i-)stod in ;;*y tolegra •: o. *?7 an being ore likely for . once* ©too 

/£ v.t iic u* vie would h. Lie as in y tologroM o. •>? mutatia .lutandio and 

m ~.l Iv >o ca.1: O', arrange.

a :hcm .LLi . ; .

1 ! S v/ords (2? 1 dCCS?: 9s/8d

/Lc •a, 2>. ay

J



Copy to Ur. Pest for information, ^.please,
,nDecode. f or'-e. 8. 

13. 3. 47.TELEGRAM.142.

i?V*om....T]lie....IJ^is.t.i?atfi....[io.!i.th...Q.e..Qrs.ia»....
«

The ...Colonial...Secretary.?.To

Despatched : 12th 19 hi Time: 12.00March

1 2th -rf 19Received: I , ~7 Time : 14.30March H- (

ITo. 44» Your telegram Mo. 3^ Penguins. There are uo)$

difficulties and I will “be pleased to make all arrangements.

MAGISTRATE.

\ •
5

i h
in.

j



o( <X.
SERVICE.TELEGRAPHGOVERNMENT

/
* 3/a-FALKLAND ISLANDS AND DEPENDENCIES

SENT.
Handed in at DateOffice of Origin WordsNumber

3. 8. 47.
To

LAGISIRATK SOUTH GKOKGIA.
•?/

No. 111 Your telegram No. 44 should be grateful if you would collect 

eight King Penguins for Beet to be sent to Stanley by Fitzroy September 

care Clifton stop inform me of all charges.

COLONIAL SECRETARY.

2 2jTime

iLJH.



f ^3*
• Decode.

TELEGRAM.No. 107.

From The...Magistrate South...Georgia.

The Colonial Secretary.To

11th 19 47 Time: 21.00Despatched: August

12th 19 47 Time: 10.00.Received : August

No. 123° Your telegram No. 111.-?3 Should he glad to know by v/hat dat-

approximately in September penguins required for shipment Fitzroy.

j
cJC^f

MAGISTRATE.
P/L.

LJH.

//



<0. 4
SERVICE.TELEGRAPHGOVERNMENT

♦ FALKLAND ISLANDS AND DEPENDENCIES

SENT.
Handed in at DateWordsOffice of OriginNumber

13. 3o 47.

To

MAGISTRATE SOUTH GEORGIA,

^3
Your telegram Ho. 123 sto About 14th .September.Number 113

-95" COLONIAL SKCKK'iARY.

£ ' -9. - 4



SERVICE.TELEGRAPHGOVERNMENT

FALKLAND ISLANDS AND DEPENDENCIES

SENT.
Handed in at DateOffice of Origin WordsNumber

1. 9* 47.
To

MAGISTRAL GOUxH GK k

113 strop Pitzroy delayed a week please arrangeNo. 122 My telegraru Ncl. 

shipment approximately 21st September.

/
' Vcolon .ul, : PCk d:

f

/
Time

LJH.



r
GOVERNMENT TELEGRAPH SERVICE

FALKLAND ISLANDS AND DEPENDENCIES.

S K N T.
Number Office of Origin Words Handed in at Date

10. 9« 47*

To
jin?cvp aw r-‘ *

tJ £
••••■' 151 . - - *••© p- - It u4v;*iv:.ro . . •. . earlias probahJ

. l ■ ■ l c Lc-i'.

.0 .._o.

.a olime



9
GOVERNMENT TELEGRAPH SERVICE.

FALKLAND ISLANDS AND DEPENDENCES-

RECEIVED.
Office of OriginNumber Words Handed in at Date

202 South Ooorgia 56 19.9.47
To

- - - - T. ozro7 sail gd 12o0 Ci-[T 13th Koo 13 j and Mrs nooIcy p os rangers t 3 3

Kin 5 Penguins two 

fish obtainable hare for feeding

cases news reals stop in view very limited supply

on voyage suggest arrangecients made 

procure stock before birds arrive Stanley stop expenses if any will 

7. j be notified after arrival season manager Pesca.

I.Iagi strate *f
1 (Time -"*d f)/ y '‘X.'j. ^ ti-



>v.. •
GOVERNMENT TELEGRAPH SERVICE

FALKLAND ISLANDS AND DEPENDENCIES.

SENT.
Number Office of Origin Words Handed in at Date

25. 9. 47*

To

MAGISTRATE SOUTH GEORGIA,

Q 1
• o. 140. Your telegram Ho. 141 stop Penguins arrived safely stop Very
many thanks to you and all concerned.

COLONIAL SECRTL-^v.

= 1 s/1 id.23 words G 1d.COST?



^/sl/
TELEGRAPH S E RVICEGOVERNMENT

FALKLAND ISLANDS AND DEPENDENCIES.

RECEIVED.
Handed in atWords DateOffice of OriginNumber

Li-South eorgia Etat 6,11.4723*45150
To *

Secretary Stanley

No 173 cy telegram no 141 King Penguins no repeat no expenses®

Magistrata -

Time



GOVERNMENT TELEGRAPH SERVICE

FALKLAND ISLANDS AND DEPENDENCIES-

SENT.
Office of OriginNumber Words Handed in at Date

7. 11 o hf7*

To

n tj ■ . . o

;;umber 163 Your telegram . o0 173 ." lease express most grateful thar&s 

to onager oaea and all concerned stop ‘ hey will be glad to know 

that wo feave just heard that all but 2 ■ Inga arrived safely lev; York 

stop test moat grateful*

I Jj : 0 T. .
Time

Lf. .



i
GOVERNMENT TELEGRAPH SERVICE

- —r

FALKLAND ISLANDS AND DEPENDENCIES.

RECEIVED.

Office of Origin Words Handed in atNumber Date

18 50.1.ASCBeanslde

To I'DjJ? COLONIAL SECRETARY
STANLEY

ARRIVING FEB BOAT FOR K3TC3UIKS IP PERMITTED LOOKING FORWARD TO SEEING- YOU.

BEST

/•/
. y'X-*

Time



t
6th February, 1 948. X ot^

Mr. J. Curran.

With reference to your verbal application on behalf of 

Mr. Best for 35 Jackass Penguins, I now inform you that 

permission has been granted to collect them.

Government Naturalist.
a

A



SERVICETELEGRAPHGOVERNMENT J «5 ii
FALKLAND ISLANDS AND DEPENDENCIES-

RECEIVED.
Handed in atOffice of Origin Words DateNumber

IK Ocearsideny 9j. _i_l n—-r« • h-v-*'
To

NLT RP Dollars 2,50 Joe Gurran Port Stanley P3D.
*

Arriving late February for Jackasses stop Can you start about 35 birds 

February first cable reply Heemsward Oceanside New York,

Best

/ /} • ( LA En,/ ' ,
/

Time

v-



SERVICE.GOVERNMENT U :
FALKLAND ISLANDS AND DEPENDENCIES

SENT.
Office of Origin Words x- Handed in atNumber Date

¥7 &
■■■ 7/ y

' .7

To /4c6- til $
/V/'Uy- '/Q,? -<

r\!/~r

C/jti

<>?//) tiU/l fa ^ \j/ 

/’>//}/« 7,1// fjfil £fl ^

ificti n<5€ 5

OvfjZcii S.) f K y '(fet/J/i

cTa^'V* \

/

p1 ime

4 2*4,5-iO •



After January 10th. 

c/o Norman Best,Esq m* Ganges Harbour, CU•*

Los Angeles 16. Cal. 21 JAN 1949
Nv%^DTsTtf^

5732 Clemson Street, British Columbia.
v

4th January 1948.

The Colonial Secretary,

Port Stanley, Falkland Islands.

Sir,
I would like to make a collection of birds in the Falk­

land Islands this spring, and would be most grateful if you 

would grant me a permit for the following birds:-

45 Jackass, 6 Rockhopper and 4 Gentoo penguins, 10 Steamer 

ducks, 10 Redeyed and 10 King shags, 14 Upland geese and 8

Kelp geese.

I am known in Port Stanley where I have made collections 

on two previous occasions; the last of which was the most 

successful I have ever made, as all the penguins survived the

journey and have continued to do well in the zoos to which 

they went on arrival in America.

I hope to come to Port Stanley in the latter part of 

February and would very much appreciate an early reply to this

request so that I may make my plans and arrange transport for

which youthe birds in advance. Any expenses for cables etc • 9

may fcncur on my behalf I will gladly refund.

I remain, your obedient servant,

Alan Best.



\7W- h?o2 6 b

i§ JBOaHMBppi fJL
CASILLA DE CORREO 193CODES USED 

A - I. A B C. S™ EDITION 
SCOTT'S IO™ EDITION 

BENTLEY S

TELEORAPHIC AOORE39 
MACSTAPLE MONTEVIDEO

86382
850-42TELEPHONES

January 11th. 1949

Sir: -

/f1 *- \7e beg to enclose herewith a letter v/e

have received at this Office, addressed to 

jour goodself, from A.T.Best, c/o N.F.Best Esq. 

5732 demon Street, Los Angeles 16, California, 

and should be very much obliged if you would 

kindly acknowledge receipt of same in due course.

Yours, fai thfully, / 
MACLEAN/ & /v'dLEDQK, o> A.

Colonial Secretary 
PORT STANLEY

oEnel*
JIO/vD.

i. HcuYA c

'.A

- 
I

Hv*~ CdrCvt*%i ^

fit**CA—*._ / K

I'l'i*. h>a-z£m. i<»i
r-«

a) J . ft0. >/-v^'
>V'

n ' t; /V '' XJ/ Yr-v \
2r- . 'M

• >I),



r- lGOVERNMENT TELEGRAPH SERVICE.
FALKLAND ISLANDS AND DEPENDENCIES.

SENT.
Office of OriginNumber Handed in atWords Date

2o L-9,3.

To

Ber*t f.'/C Norman Befit 5732 cl ecu son street Jjon ..n^eler 16 California.

M 1
Year letter Nth January rton Lermir^ion grantee; rtop Licence fee 

penguins ten shilling a each.

vL

x>:
r-

. < . Vi ■. X r• J Vji. k

(’ o*! \*

Time
d



Decode.
TELEGRAM.

Alan Best, .Vancouver, JB. G.From

His Excellency the Governor.To

Despatched : 28th March, 19 52 Time : NIL

Received : Time : 084519 5230th March,

Would appreciate your help in obtaining twelve King Penguins

for Vancouver Zoo via Biscoe this trio if possible. Have

contacted Clifton of Fitzroy regarding care birds to Montevideo

expenses gratmit.ies our responsibility address Best, Curator

Stanley Park Zoo, Vancouver, Canada.

ALAN BEST.

ACS
Wire on to H.E.? 

(Intld)C.C. 
29/3/52 kP/L.

3. S.



GOVERNMENT TELEGRAPH SERVICE.
FALKLAND ISLANDS AND DEPENDENCIES.

SEN To
Office of Origin Handed in atNumber Words Date

1.0*52.

To

HOP,/;;• :(p wotoo :: moti bj ;>c*

A.-R Y’- -J vvvr:' .
1 . . .

,or VI.,. V Vror.UV-Li7: To­il i:,.

;j ot.tvr <: cP• • *1, 7>i-> i.j*1 pr-sT/s:;:• »*. *bioOc.; ■ .»i ! X

.HOY < :r- i. Y o .a ; m : .... 7Y ' VI ’/ YXPYHOOO fI-P,,;T0I?J-:3

>'ui: ar,Y 77> V7 Y 3 0? OUN.Y'T:? '■ /POOL, iY P-PK YT 777 <0( H7NNf'• j

0.0;> *tV ON-.- j,

00V ; NOR15 >77! YY.

Time



r CHARGES
The Marconi 

Interifl^onal tr IShip
Marine M ARGON IG RAM RelayComnmnication Co. Ltd.

Coast
Prefix [ Office of Origin Service InstructionsMARCONI HOUSE, Telegraph 11 

Fsvtlg. Chge.J
CHELMSFORD, I No. of WordsNumber Date filed Time filed

LI 19I
LESSEX.

Sent to Date sent Time sent By whom sent
TOTAL £'■I 119

The acceptance of this Marconigram i', subject to the conditions printed on the back hereof.

To
M c. <•' v , v r«

- 1 ' .....
\

..... .................
.\? ... , .

V■■V AoAc-.• ■ it-

Q, <s

i SI. Pnnled in England.
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.3* GOUHHSPIEST TEiiEGRUPfi SERVICE
FALKLAND ISLANDS AND DEPENDENCIES.

SENT*
Haradsd isra ofOffice of Origin WardsNumber Date

2k.k.52
To

D3JA/COL/Ni ClADMIU.Or'.aCiiii o

— i (K,V:5HI'i(.'.i’3 MC/1/A STOP KINO PSKGl'JNS STOPNO 70.i ---- -
,;n i* oo u.vH Bimi b: ~;x..:no?:;dh.;v.-: yo ; ie a* ;.3je; tc

.1.. j 3 o C/ «•

Clou. SEC-

Time



r 1 )kcodk.
TELEGRAM.

From The Admin. Officer, South' Georgia.

The Colonial Secretary.To

Despatched. : 19 52 Time : 1 20025th April, 

25th April,Deceived : 19 52 Time: 1400

£T No 68. Had arranged with Leith HarbourYour No 70.

to collect penguins from St.Andrews Bay on 23rd April

but Johnston asked me to cancel arrangements in view

of BIBCOE’s short stay here and fact that he had no 

facilities for keeping live penguins on board he will no 

doubt further explain on his return to Stanley.

ADMIN.OFFICER.



r. 51

;-68/46.

30 th April 52

Sir,

I am directed to state that a request has "been received

from fcir. Alan Best, Curator, Stanley Park Soo, Vancouver,

Canada, for help in obtaining 12 King Penguins for his Zoo.

It was hoped to bring these from °outh Georgia in

the '’John Biscoer% but it was not possible owing to lack of

facilities.

3. Iliave to enquire, therefore, whether you would feel

prepared to assist on any voyage you may undertake to

"outh Georgia.

Any expenses, gratuities, etc., would be paid by4.

hr. Best and some ornithophil on board might like to earn

some honest pennies as custodian.

I am,

Sir,

Your obedient, servant,

(Sdg) G. Campbell
C03,03UAL nsCKSTARY.

The Commanding Officer,

il.H. 3r Veryan Bay,

Stanley.



trSERVICE,GOVERNMENT TELEGRAPH

r FALKLAND ISLANDS AND DEPENDENCIES-

R KCEIVE1). ___ ?.

Office of Origin Words Handed in at. DateNumber

). )2.

To
* /i G ;c -RCxXA ) 5 ' c.9\ 4 V/

U?.l 68 o’jti :k' ,(> /■; a w o,.y : am yc lug

sou? lOTii u.\y p;l: d vT.GC’r * r 1 u.o/:-;t.J • KING ./ DIGUING P lOVIDMD- . v.. J

Gh';y ii - ;.u iiiito p:-;d pc;p p.p.■ - ).VY J : /.dvi -: iiY r:?iuu) i
*. ■. * i ..i

II THUr.iiiMilo .ibl:;ip f-j(o

;5Ii■).
COLONIAL •:gp t.puyo

l Time
-V 1 o P DO-I n/rt.->* ____________ ii*._____ n,_______



Duconi:.
TELEGRAM.

The Admin. Officer, South Georgia.From

The Colonial Secretary.To

Despatched: 1952 Time : 18005th May, 

6th May,Deceived : 19 52 0845Time :

a Your unnumbered telegram of 5th. ArpUnnumbered.

Providedattempting to obtain penguins by 10th.

"Veryan Bay,r returning direct to Stanley they will

probably survive without feeding on voyage.

ADMIN.OFFICER.

File pi., 
(Intld)J.B.

P/L.
SS



/GOVERNMENT TELEGRAPH SERVICE, f-'

LFALKLAND ISLANDS AND DEPENDENCIES-r
HRGEIVED. ': ?

■ ■ - «

! 1_
Words Handed in at DateOffice of OriginNumber

10.5.52.

To
jVv-Vi/C. , )9 . c ■;

•A**"" ■'out iVitim r:' : 5th j ay gtw-' c'UL'v,i.W) 81.
- -ilr r.

. GAY GGIKCrIMJ* iym-::n. .. II . IfHTHKH t f )T V5 *

.a: • L'TA :COLONIAL

Time



io£) i :co i > i

TELEGRAM.
Artirn. Pfficc3r.From. South Georgia.

Colonial Sec reta r * y.To

Despatched: 195 2 Time : 223 011th May,

Received : 19^p rime : 081+51 2th Hay,

4<? Unnut.il.ered your No. 81. Veryan ?ay bringing Penguins

ADIM PPFICKP.

p/b, I;i 3.



SERVICE,TELEGRAPHGOVERNMENT

FALKLAND ISLANDS AND DEPENDENCIES-

' Vi *"5w - a

Handed in at DateWordsOffice of OriginNumber

1 2. J>. ^2

To
HCA/C)URATOR, 3TANLKYPARK 2QQ» VAHCOUVgR, CANADA#

inr. pa.LcI/ihg 7o;.u hpcl c'Yc? am chipping1..... ;

ON BioCi j;u •; imr: ;vit)av ..p .dximat.oly ;:\y 28tm gtcp advish

• ^ n . 
i. iV, 1 i( . 11. A MAORI73 IAM..

GrVAMHLR1O'LMrGY

Time

A3



Original filed in 266/46 
Copy in 0797/3

Dkcodk.
TELEGRAM.r%

H.35. the Governor, H.M. 8. Very an Bay.From

Governor’s Deputy.To

19 Time :Despatched: 12th May, 220352
19 Time :Deceived : 084513th Ivlay, 52

MC/6.

twenty King Penguins for Best and one gilt in pig

Returning tomorrow forenoon. Have onboard

for Agricultural Officer. Please get Clifton to

provide fresh fish for penguins.

GOVERNOR.

P/L.
SS



TELEGRAPH SERVICE.GOVERNMENT

FALKLAND ISLANDS AND DEPENDENCIES-
*1

STUNT. KEG E l V, E D;
Handed in at DateWordsOffice of OriginNumber

To
mpA/G. L|IN«C FP1C Aa ... ii'.’ii G-:t ieoi/u

Nr- 82. nirv. YciR regarding excisesGLAD T(

AiO GAYAJIYiAA A/.Y.L.^Y wi-LlTH GEORGIA (LIT CONNECTION KINO PENGUINS

STOP TH'itfK aRY -YTCC-VYRAliLi? PROM ALAN BYST.

(X-AOHIAL oYCM ,0 -AY.

iTime



MEMORANDUM

Colonial Secretary, 
Stanley.

E. M. Cawkell

12. 5. 52.

£
King Penguins for Mr. Best

The following is a record of out? conversation this 
morning and this afternoon:

The birds to be looked after by myself, and I will make 
arrangements for collectiing them from the warship.

I am to make arrangements for crating and feeding (the 
^ price of dish has been settled already with Mr. Bowles)

Mr. Bowles to be asked to make the crates.

1.

2.

3.

4.
Mr. Blliott tells me that a member of FIDS will feed the 

birds on the Biscoe.
5.

6. Whilst the birds are in my possession I am to receive 
£1 per day out of which I meet the expenses of two assistants 
(older children) , and miscellaneous expenses - as tea for the 
children, extra laundry, wire for strengthening the pen 
and s o on. 
the crates, 
or not.

But NOT the cost of fish, or any transport or 
This sum to be p&id whether the birds all live

It is understood that Mr. Best will make arrangements for 
onward transmission of the birds from M. V.
7.

do
H,

sic . If"

//vs>

c
Mil

^{A< L/C\A*AA

Ha '• $0 tv Zoo 4^
/

£fa/ fa*
‘yxA^j

v/ ro/
(/wtfa***

/
l/y^f•

i
«



QGOVERNMENT TELEGRAPH SERVICE

RECEIVED

Office of OriginNumber Words Handed in at Date
38 Vancouver3G 22 1031 1L.5.52

To THE GOVERNOR OF THE FALKI^TAD ISLANDS STANLEY

ft
CONSIGNED TO ALLISON MCLEAN AND STAPLETON MONTEVIDEO STOP

APPRECIATE TREMENDOUSLY YOUR KINDNESS

ALLEN BEST

•
TimepQ.s



MEavlORANDUI.'l
____  x>

Colonial Secretary, 
Stanley*, 
lO. V e 52o

E. M. Cawkell

The injured penguin has been examined by a board 
consisting of Drs. Slessor, Hillenbrand and 
Watson. It has also been examined by Dr. Hamilton.

Their recommendation is that it be destoyed..2c

r60 I therefore prpose to chloroform it. I 
understand that the Veryan Bay would like the 
skin in order to have it stuffe- for the ward­
room. I have no doubt that I can per uade Dr. 
Hamilton to skin it for them, they can send it 
to London to be set up. 
the birds here I suggest we ss hand the 
skin tc them.

As the ship brought

4. I have asked several people if they can make 
crates for the penguins but they are unable to do 

■ so. Is it therefore in order to ask the PWD 
Y^| to make them? They will not be elaborate.

2The cages which have been made for the geese by 
the PWD are quite excellent.



pDkoodk.
TELEGRAM.

From The Admin. Officer, South Georgia. 

The Colonial Secretary.To

120019$ 219th May, 
19th May,

Despatched : Time :

52 141519Deceived : Time :

/
v ^ No 62. Your telegram No 82. 

expenses or gratuities.
Recommend no repeat no

ADMIN.OFFICER.



MEMORANDUM

Colonial Secretary, 
Stanley*

E. M. Cawkell

6.6. 52..ft
Feeding of Penguins

/
My footnote to 66 in this file.V-'
Mr. Bowles tells me that he has had several complete 
days fishing v/ithout any catch - which I know only 
too well to be true. This is putting him out of 
pocket as he has other jobs as well v/hich he 
leaves to go fishing (e.g. he makes picture frames, 
makes lead-headed nails for which there is a big 
local demand and so on).

I don’t want him t o stop fishing and told him t hat 
we would pay hirria penny a pound more, 
satisfied. '

He x&Koaad was

&L



r tv
MEMORANDUM

E* M. Cawkell Secfids, 
Stanley*

10. vi. 52.

Birds on "John Biscoe"

Reference our conversation of yesterday concerning 
the passage of various birds to M.V. for onward despatch 
by Macstaple. The following details of cases, etc* 
are given for your information:

Penguins:

lo

Alan Best,3 cases each marked:
Curator, Stanley Park Zoo, Vancouver, 
Canada* Each measuring 50" x 36" x 36"

2 cases each marked: 
Trust, Slimbridge, C3os 
Each measuring:

Severn Wildfowl 
Engl and*

59" x 25#" x 22i"

Geese:

One case marked: Dierenpark Wassenaar, 
The Hague, Holland* Measuring: 22%11 x 
21" x 15"

Caracarag

2* I have made all arrangements about feeding on 
the voyage*

A copy of this memorandum is being sent to the 
Secretarait for file 268/46.
3.



MSMORAKDUM

Colonial Secretary,
Stanley,S. M, Cawkell

10. vi. 52.

Penguins on 'John Biscoe

Following our conversation this morning I 
saw Capt. Johnson,

It was agreed that hr. Spawn and helper 
(possibly P/0 Kill) should receive £5[for their 
trouble in looking after the penguins and other 
"birds as far as Montevideo and receive in addition 
12/- for each penguin reaching there alive, 
sum to be divided between them.

1.

This

Capt, Johnson agreed to make the necessary 
payments and claim from Alan Best’s Advance 

Acct, at the Treasury,

o.

I agreed to get in touch with Macstaple
I also

agreed to see that food for the birds goes on 
the ship - fish for the penguins, grass and 
cabbage for the geese and meat for the caracara.

A copy cf this memorandum has been sent to 
the Master of the ''John Biscoe. "

4.
and order fish to be fed on arrival.

i



Zl0%l Cf.(s»

81GOVERNMENT TELEGRAPH SERVICE.
FALKLAND ISLANDS AND DEPENDENCIES.

SENT.
Number Office of Origin Words Handed in at Date

U{ L
To ALLIS ON MACSTAPLE MONTEVIDEO

S’

^fc QJx)/
■:

\

PLEASE ARRANGE OTT VARD AIR PASSAGE _TO ALAN 13 ST THREE CASES
PENGUINS LEAVING ON BISCOE (. )
BY THIRTY SIX BY THIRTY SIX INCHES (. )
PIETY POUNDS FRESH FISH REQUIRED I-'MEDIATELY BISCOE ARRIVES (.) 

INFORM BEST YOUR ARRANGEMENTS (. )

EACH CASE FIFTY 

PLEASE PURCHASE

COLONIAL SECRETARY

Time



GOVERNMENT TELEGRAPH SERVICE. X l
FALKLAND ISLANDS AND DEPENDENCIES.

SENT.
Office of OriginNumber Handed in atWords Date

i\ k | gru
To

ALAN BEST CURATOR STANLEY PARK ZOO VANCOUVER CANADA

(ZeLJ*~c^

’'■VELVS K%0 PT2NGUINS CONSIGNED ALLISON MAC STAPLE LEAVING HERS 
Sc Vc* ■TczCN'Trt 

N BISCOE (. ) MAC STAPLE INFORMED

COLONIAL SECRETARY

Time



(GOVERNMENT TELEGRAPH SERVICE. X
FALKLAND ISLANDS AND DEPENDENCIES.

SENT.
Handed in atWordsOffice of OriginNumber Date
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\ J
Colonial Secretary, 

Stanley.E. Li. Cawkell

15. 6. 52.

Remuneration for Penguins

telephone conversation last evening.Reference our
2. I spoke later to Capt. Johnson who tells me that 
the original offer was £5 each for looking after the birds 
plus an aadditional £l per bird reaching Montevideo alive. 
But this was when it was anticipated that the birds would 
be here only a short while and these men would look after 
them ashore as well.

Capt. Johnson thinks the present rate of remuneration 
quite adequate (so do I considering that we are caging them, 
putting food aboard, and have had all the worry) and he 
told me to leave it to him. His statement being that 
if they won’t feed them for that sum then the crew will 
do it for nothing.

Actually anyone with any c nscience would object to 
being paid for getting the birds there alive, its their 
job to if they’ve taken the feeding on. But thai!s another 
matter.

Oo

4.

5. As regards my own remuneration, £1 per day, out of this 
I pnpose to pay the two girls £5 each. The balance will 
just about cover the cost of the corduroys, flannels ana 
overcoat ruined. These girls, though, have had a tough
Q have come every ni2ht> every Saturday and
Sunday af oernoon for five weelcs and have worked in bitter
insufficient W&^r‘ * fe®1 that 'their remuneration is
insufficient. I smksc ask you to approve an extra £5
IfSpsa p 1 ^e said nothing to them and
and the® S ? 1h1hagre?iient ■the money wil1 not be --'o i _ be none ohe wiser, only the
1 do recommend it. They deserve

if you think 
pa id 

poorer. But
every penny.

6. I have s ent a copy of this to Capt. Johnson.

La

£ A

II.t.

/
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Ross Road West, 
Stanley.

12.6. 52*

£v. s/t^tu)
V
1. The birds travelling to Montevideo, all of
which will be taken over by by someone from Maclean and 
Stapledon, comprise: 12 King Penguins, 6 Upland Oeese 
and 1 Forster*s Caraeara.

Fish (fresh or tinned)I will provide: a. 
for the King Penguins, and if t 
as well.

2#

b. Grass, pollard and
cabbage for the geese.

Fresh eat for thec.
caracara.

Feeding instructions and general notes are3.

on
should
rd
t
he

that the sacks arc kept in thePlease see
bottom of the Penguin cages, even if they 
have to be turned over or washed - as may be 
necessary. The gaps between the wood win 
cause bumble-foot unless the sacks are there 
to prevent it.

nly.

birds
y
f
e
he

£ of 
—lg andyoVil. U u U:iW

death.
iii. The food should either he fresh 

fish or tinned fish and cod-liver oil.

a. If fresh fish is fed the bird will 
take mullet type of fish three-guarters the length 
of this sheet and longer with ease. Any fish more 
than two days old must bo gutted - this will be done 
for you before the fish leaves Stanley. If the fish 

large they must be cut into pieces about 7 inches 
long and not more than li inches -vide. They must be 
put into the birds* mouths so that the fins and 
scales and tails slide down with the lie of the 
fins, etc.
Do not feed great lumps of bone, but some bone and 
fin is necessary. Force feeding is WOT now necessary, 
the birds, once the beak is opened, readily gulp 
down the food. It is best for one to hold the 
right-hand flipper and the head whilst the other opens 
the beak and puts in the food. If it is thrown out 
try a.rain - if necessary with another pS&ce of fish. 
Fedd until the bird seems satisfied - about three 
uounds of fish. “Vhen really full the tail is loft 
showing in the throat, but this may be cleared and

another

are

Wot against them. This is very important.

• • • •
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Ross Road West, 
Stanley.

12. S. 52.

(d+w> ■fiv, S/rt'HX )
V

The birds travelling to Montevideo, all of 
which will be taken over by by someone from Maclean and 
Stapledon, comprise: 12 King Penguins, 6 Upland Geese 
and 1 Forster's Caraeara.

1.

I will provide: a* Fish (fresh or tinned)2.
for the King Penguins,
ae-weH.

b. Grass, pollard and
cabbage for the geese.

eat for theFreshc.
caraeara.

Feeding instructions and general notes are3.
below:

Kin# penguins: i. 
the Biscoe in three crates, 
be put into two crates - six in each, 
crate is not required and you may dispose of it 
how you wish - but not in Montevideo in case the 
address on it causes confusion.
Stapiedon have been told to expect two cases only.

These birds are travelling on
On arrival they should 

The third

A.

Maclean and

ii. On NO ACCOUNT should these birds 
be lifted by the neck. Grasp one flipper, they 
are used to their right-hand one being handled, 
as close to the body as possible and steady the 
head and keep the bird from pecking you with the 
other hand. The peck does not hurt. Striking of 
birds because they peck at one causes bruising and 
death.

iii. The food should either be fresh- 
fish or tinned fish and -cod-liver oil.

a. If fresh fish is fed the bird will 
take mullet type of fish three-quarters the length 
of this shedt and longer with ease. Any fish more 
than two days old must bo gutted - this will be done 
for you before the fish leaves Stanley. If the fish 
are large they must be cut into pieces about 7 inches 
long and not more than lj inches wide. They must be 
put into the birds1 mouths so that the fins and 
scales and tails slide down with the lie of the 
fins, etc. Not against them. This is very important. 
Do not feed great lumps of bone, but some bone and 
fin is necessary. Force feeding is NOT now necessary, 
the birds, once the beak is opened, readily gulp 
down the food. It is best for one to hold the" 
right-hand flipper and the head whilst the other 
the beak and puts in the food. If it is thrown out 
try again - if necessary with another p%ce of fish. 
Pedd until the bird seems satisfied - about three 
pounds of fish. Wien really full the tail is left 
showing in the throat, but this may be cleared and

another

opens

• • •.
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fish, or piece of fish, taken after a good 
gulp-
must he dipped in pure salt water* 
to have a bucket handy* Any oil, grit or sand 
will cause stomach trouble and death* 
birds do not like water from a gutted fi3h 
running out of the fish's mouth down their 
throats - just shake the fish dry* Provided 
that the 50 lb* of fish coming on board at 
Montevideo is fresh it can be fed uzxgutted, 
but do ascertain that it is. The birds must 
have a good feed here* Water from M*V* 
harbour is not suitable for dipping fish in 
and you should collect some at sea in advance*

The fish, immediately before feeding.
It is best

The

V'4- r M,

Tinned fish* Peed two tins per day per bird*
give each

Pill the glass tube,
and-v/it-h^it ood-lly.?r oil
bird two elopes of oil. 
put the rub jar tube well down the bird's 
throat, see itMoes not bite on it, and blow 
it down by putting the mouth over the tube* 
Leave the rubber tube in the stomach whilst 
the glass tube is refilled* 
fish*

After this feed
------- It is best to ofi^and fish the birds
at once, that is oil for x>he bird and then fish 
and then deal with the next >*ird.

The tinned fish must be washed in salt 
water. Open the tins, take each fish out as 
far as possible whole and wash off all tomato 
sauce etc. A tray is useful for this* The 
fish are then best fed in halves to prevent 
waste and "mush5* can be squeezed into shape 
and fed. 
start*

You must have all ready before you

When feeding the oil stop blowing as 3oon 
as the oil has disappeared from the glass* ON 
NO ACCOUNT must air be blown into the bird*

a.

c. Do not give the King Penguins water. If very 
hot - which i3 unlikely and they are panting — 
play a hose on them. Feeding is best done at 
3 p*m* each day.

A good feed before leaving the Discoe ia
essentiaX ~
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Url nfl Geeseg Each morning fill the trough 
with grass, well heaped up. At lunch-time clear 
any left and fill troughs \7ith water. After feeding 
penguins give geese pollard mixed with water, out 
still crumbly and xzuey: fairly dry (as one does 
hens). Then later givo grass. Towards the end 
of the voyage when the grass becomes musty

3.

feed
On m ACCOUNT feedfinely shredded cabbage.

warm grass which has begun to rot.

See that when leaving the ship the birds nave 
water and shredded cabbage in the cages with them. 
Clear out bottom of cage before it leaves.

When feeding let down cover to save frightening 
birds, it must be raised for feeding and can be 
kept up with a piece of wood. But it must be dorm 
when the birds leave.

Birds too have a very good meal on last day.

Give at least li lb of meat daily, notC. Caracara:
hone. Water daily, when leaving ship give water 
and good supply of meat, 
of the time, otherwise the bird will beat itself 
and break plumage.

See cover is down most

4. These birds have taken a lot of our time over the 
past five weeks - the geese and earacara longer. I kstxx txxt 
I know that you will treat them well and do all you can to 
get them through.

Remuneration You will be paid £5 for looking 
after the birds and in addition 12/- for each King Penguin 
a!ive at Montevideo. A possible total of £12 - 4 - 0, which 
you should shai^e with your helper. Capt. Johnson, to whom 
a copy of this letter is being sent, has agreed to pay you 
at M.V.

5.

Mn

6. Do not hedt&te to a sk for a message to be sent 
to Stanley for .advice should anything go wrong.

Best wishes for your voyage ,x dnd that of 
the birds,

Yours sincerely,

Copies to: Capt. Johnson, "John Biscoe.H
H. C.S. for Alan Best's file.

L /vV(L ~f%C '-Wt %SM, *7*) Tt^i,

/ (
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TELEGRAM.

from. Mr. A# Best, Canada.

The Colonial Secretary.To

/1 as patched : 19 52 Time:4th ^uly, 

5th July,

1 320

19 52 Time: 0845Received :

Twelve King Penguins arrived safely. Delighted and

most grateful. Writing.

A.BEST.

Pile & p. a.
(intld)J. E. B.

P/L.
S3



ARNOLD WEBSTER. CHAIRMAN 
J. S. C. MOFFITT. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN

BUDA H. BROWN 
W. G. CALDER

R. R. MAITLAND 
F. W. TAYLOR

N. S. CARMICHAEL

. •

BOARD OF PARK COMMISSIONERS

P. B STROYAN. M.E.I.C. 
SUPERINTENDENT AND ENGINEER Telephone: Pacific 1141

Vamcouviii B.C
STANLEY PARK, 
VANCOUVER 5, B.C.

July 25th, 1952.
S53Lj'o>i0z

Sir Miles Clifford, K.B.E 
Governor,
Falkland Islands Dependencies, 
Falkland Islands, South America*

O.B.E C.M.G., Ed• 9 • 9• ,

Sir:

The twelve penguins which you gra­
ciously arranged to have supplied to us recently ar­
rived in Vancouver in excellent shape*

You may be assured that these birds, 
being quite out of the ordinary as far as this particu­
lar locality is concerned, have aroused a tremendous 
amount of interest among our citizens*

At the last meeting of the Board I 
was instructed, on behalf of the Commissioners and the 
citizens of Vancouver, to extend their most grateful 
appreciation for your public spirited gesture.

Yours Obedient Servant,

Superintendent •
PBS:MB

eU's . i^ JB c

m
0^6 iitteXi**-Tdc & P-4-

^ fkC %
7

(JVa. ^0
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ARNOLD WEBSTER. CHAIRMAN 

J. S. C. MOFFITT. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN

BUDA H. BROWN 
. G. CALDER

R. R. MAITLAND 
F. W. TAYLORN. S. CARMIC HAELm

BOARD OF PARK COMMISSIONERS

P. B. STROYAN. M.E.I.C. 
SUPERINTENDENT AND ENGINEER Telephone: Pacific 1141

Yamcouvih B.C. STANLEY PARK, 
VANCOUVER 5, B.C.

July 25th, 1952.

Sir Miles Clifford, K.B.E., O.E.E., C.M.G 
Governor,
Falkland Islands Dependencies,
Falkland Islands, South America.

ED• i • y

Sir:

The twelve King penguins which you so kindly arranged to 
have sent to us arrived in beautiful condition in spite of our being forced 
to make the shipment at the worst possible time of year. The effect on the 
people of Vancouver has been electric. Nothing has created such a stir since 

yzeli ! the visit of the Royal couple and nothing we could have done could have given 
a greater boost to the development of the zoo which needs,above all, public 
interest to back its development.

The background to the zoo picture is roughly this. There 
has been a small menagerie in the lovely park for many years, but the animal 
side has slowly deteriorated through lack of interest in some of the admini­
strators and bad management by some of the zoo people. Last year I was given 
the job of trying to make the zoo worthy of the park. Progress is naturally 
slow, but with each good exhibit we get it will become easier. It is for that 
reason that I am so deeply grateful to you for getting me these beautiful King 
penguins.

There is another personal angle too. Ever since I collected 
penguins and saw them go into various of the larger U. S. zoos, I have been 
convinced that with a little careful study the life span of these birds in cap­
tivity could be greatly increased. Here, with salt water available and a mild 

I climate, I feel that we have an unusual opportunity to make the necessary 
studies and really test my theories.

Already, as the enclosed cutting shows, they are planning a 
penguin pond, and when that is bufltHT hope that T may be allowed to get re­
presentatives of other kinds Of* penguins to study and to show in our zoo.

iV
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July 25th, 1952.Sir Miles Clifford, K.B.E O.B.E C.H.G ED... s» 9. 9

I would be most interested to hear whether the suggestions 
I made with regard to the shipping of Gentoos have been useful in later shipments 
to the U.K. They are undoubtedly a difficult bird to keep but I found them one 
of the easiest to transport without loss. There is a chance that salt water may 
be one of the chief fhctois in controlling the mycosis which is so often the cause 
of their deaths. I found that the fungus could be killed immediately in their 

I mouths by direct application of salt and fish slime. Of course the air sacs pre- 
dv 8af&'-1 sent another problem. We made one tragic mistake a few days after the Kings ar­

rived, when we fed some smelt which was somehow poisonous. It cost us three birds. 
I have not had the pathologists report from the university, but botulism is 
suspected and we were lucky not to lose more. It was a sad anit-climax after 
bringing them all so far through such heat and landing them all alive. The re­
maining nine are looking really wonderful now that they have made up the weight 
lost in transit.

-

There are undoubtedly a number of expenses which were incurred 
by you for the collecting, feeding and transporting of the penguins to Montivideo. 
Please have your secretary send us a bill for everything that we owe, and please 
accept my most sincere thanks for your kindness in getting us these beautiful birds.

I am,

Your Obediant Servant,

Alan Best 
Curator.AB: lm 

Enel. V * i t

J ° tl '
t B*** THE VANCOUVER SUN: Thurs., July 24 1952

Penguin Pool to Be
Constructed in Park

Salt Water to Be Piped In 

From Vancouver Harbor
Vancouver’s King Penguins from the Antarctic will 

have a permanent home in Stanley Park by December.
A Park Board official said 

today plans for a penguin pool, 
east of the Monkey Island, are 
being drawn up and will be 
completed in about six weeks.

Construction, he said, would 
begin in September and. would 
take about two months.

The proposed plans call- for 
engineers • to pipe salt water 
into the pool from Vancouver 
harbor.

The pool itself will be 20 or

I
j30 feet in diameter, and the 

enclosure will contain inside 
quarters for the penguins, con­
crete runways and a "'rock 
island” on which the rare birds 
will be able to roost.

Although estimated cost of 
the pool was not revealed, the 
plan is part of the $100,000 
building project in the park 
this summer, which also calls 
for a new “birds and' small 
animals” building.

;
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(b i.
ARNOLD WEBSTER. CHAIRMAN 

R. R. MAITLAND. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN
buda H. Brown 
W. G. CALDER

J. S. C. Moffitt 
F. W. TaylorN. S. Carmichael

BOARD DF PARK COMMISSIONERS

P. B. STROYAN. M.E.I.C. 
SUPERINTENDENT AND ENGINEER TELEPHONEl pacific 1141

STANLEY PARK, 
VANCOUVER 5. B. C.

October 5th, 1953*

Sir Miles Clifford, K.B.E., C.B.E., 
Governor,
Falkland Islands Dependencies, 
Falkland Islands, South America.

Ed.,

Sir:

a- Shortly after my last letter_to you was posted I had an op­
portunity to ship half a ton of tinned salmon to the Falkland Islands, and 
as it is very difficult to obtain direct transport between here and Montivideo 
I seized the opoortunity to send it off. This salmon should reach Montivideo 
and be trans-shipped to the Falkland Islands on the November boat. It is, as 
I explained, for penguin feeding only and is consigned to me at Port Stanley 
and I would be most grateful if you could facilitate the landing of this fish 

"as far as possible, although if necessary, we will pay import duty on it.

ft cjtvtl

D&t*!4'
0M4C

I have hopes of sending a man from here to Port Stanley in 
November to bring back a collection of the local penguins. To reduce ex- 
penses of the trip I am trying to combine with three or four other large 
zoos who also want birds from there, and by using the salmon I feel that 
we should be able to get birds in almost perfect condition, but in any case 
I will be writing to you more fully about this when my plans are complete.

I wish that I could go myself, but this is impossible, and I 
hope to send my Head Keeper, who is really an animal man and penguin en­

thusiast .

If the shipment of fish can be landed v/ithout unnecessary 
additional cost I feel that we probably will have solved one of the most 
serious problems in penguin shipping, which is that of starting the birds 
on their journey in really good condition.

Yours obedient servant,9

Alan Best. 
Curator. 6

frcSAB:lhs Ajl ^
, 7

{
o .ar&es* * I \ to £*v
' V 0
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%
3rd November, 53.

Sir,

I am directed to refer to your, letter of the 5th of October, 1953, 
addressed to His Excellency the Governor, and to inform you that £3r. 
E.M. Ca..kell, the Government £upei-l.i1endent of Education and an 
ornithologist who sent you the Xing Penguins two years ago, lias kindly 
consented to store your salmon.

import duty is not payable on tinned salmon.

\a.i

2.

I am,
Sir,

Your obedient servant,

) J.E. Briscoe 

COLONIAL SiXJRlTTAlvY.
/r

&r. A. Best,
Stanley Bark,

VANCOUVER 5, B.C.

CGG
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Schedule of amounts to be recovered by the Oown Agents for the

Colonies in respect of advances made by the Falkland Islands Government

xfMJoddsMxxmxmmxmxmxxxxxg!JMi8cfaxmx)cxxmxm2<!cmxxxcxxxxx3iSc

Voucher
No.

Total.Amount.Service.Recover from.
£ d. d.£s. s.

■

IQBr A*Best, 
Stanley Pari, 
VANCOUVER 5, B.C.

j Gratuity paid for care of 
| Penguins on voyage f?rom 
| South Georgia to Stanley*
| Public Yforks - Labour Charge

ISOLAY 1
tf 259 b3«tt tt JUN 35 41 14

Payment to Pr# Cea~kell for 
! care of Penguins*
I Penguin Food

36154
tt 173 17 h

tt tt 174 1 13 4
Additional payment for care 
of Penguins* u 20U

216
243
2bU
232
353
394

2 10
tt ttn ft tt 2 10

6iPenguin Pood tt 9 1
8n tt It 27 5
68 17it tl

6W n tf 71
« tf 1 19 11

60 8Transport of . cnguin Pood 
Uruguayan Consular Poos 
V/ood, etc.
Export Licences for Penguins 
Telegram charges

tt tt

JUL
8vt 125 o 1

AUG i’uV.1 9 43
6tl 22

76 2 5 10i AH
£ 126tt 75 104 14

I
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1st ay, 54.

Gentlemen,

I urn directed to enclose herewith a 
chedule, with supporting vouchers, oi advances 

maue to nr. A. Best, Stanley Park, Vancouver 5,
and to ash you to be good enough to arrange 

the collection or the amount due to this 
iLdminis trot ion.

\ \ A

B. (; « 9

1 am, \Gentlemen,
Your obedient servant,

(Sgd) C. Campbell

COLOi-JIAL SEC: i -TAHY.

The Crown Agents i'ox* Oversea Governments & Administi4at ions, 
4, Miliband,

LOADOIj , S. V/. 1.

VP
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Decode.

TELEGRA1 SENT.

From SECRETARY OF STATE to GOVERNOR

Despatched: Time: 1200 Received: 23.;.55 Time: 1545✓ o

::o. icio Have you y ejections --Ian. Best .too Curator StanleyCl V

Farlc Vancouver visiting Colony and South teorgia earlj in I\fe^ "ov to

coll< i jt x^engui Pc ■ i oo? He oayo He ha;-; collected in . 'alhl&nd

Islands before0

r*r
O - O'-/®

Hyped : LII



1 )ecode.

TELEGRAM SENT.

From GOVERNOR to SECRETARY OF STATE

Time : 1215 Received:Despatched: 25.9.59 Time :

No. 137* Your telegram No. 101.

Alan Best.

No objection but would appreciate prior notice of when he is 
He should be warned that full co-operation oflikely to arrive, 

whalers is essential in collecting birds at South Georgia.

Officer Administering the G-overnment.

G.T.C.
JB/lH



COMMISSIONERS

F. Drewc Pratt, Chairman 
E. W. Bowering, Deputy Chairman 

r. R. Maitland

c. F. STEPHENS
Arnold Webster

W. G. CALDER 
AdwickIris

BOARD OF PARKS AND PUBLIC RECREATION

P B Stroyan, M.E.I.C.
SUPERINTENDENT AND ENGINEER TELEPHONE; MUTUAL 1-1 Ml

STANLEY PARK, 
VANCOUVER 5, B.C.

S. S. LEFEAUX, M.E.I.C.
DEPUTY SUPERINTENDENT ANO ENGINEER

* I

;

September 4th, 1959o

His Excellency, the Govenor, 
Port Stanley, Falkland Island, 
South Atlantice

Sir:

I would like to obtain your permission to go to the 
Falkland Islands in South Georgia to collect Penquins for our Zoo 
here in Stanley Park* It is important that I time this expedition 
so that it will coincide with the sailing of some ship for South 
Georgia as King Penquins head the list of those species which I hope 
to get.

At the suggestion of Dr. Sladen, who has recently 
been here in Vancouver, I am writing a letter to the London office 
of F.I.D.S. to ask for their co-operation in getting me to and from 
South Georgia and until I get some information from them it will be 
impossible for ine to say when I will be able to go on this proposed 
expedition, however, I hope that it may be in January or February.

I have collected Penquins before in the Falklands 
Islands and some Kings, which I got nearly eight years ago with the 
kind assistance of Sir Myles Clifford made a North American record 
by being the first to re-produce on this continent, 
are still living.

Two of these

/ Con!t
1 f

r$ t \ at v" > 4 a jf’.
'> Y• l

f IjJ

M »r<?7
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2.

I had planned to ship half a ton of canned Salmon to 
the Falkland Islands as an emergency food supply for the birds. This 
Salmon has been condemned for human consumption, therefore I wonder if 
there is any local regulation prohibiting the import of fish of this 
grade. If there is, I would be most grateful if you would have some­
one from the department responsible, cable me collect, so that I can 
block the shipment.'-r-

I have very pleasant memories of my time in Port Stanley 
and of the delightful people there. I hope very much that this planned 
expedition may become a reality.

I am, your obedient servant,

i aJI c\AAy(j~^z

fllan Best, 
Zoo Curator.AB/lt



COMMISSIONERS
F. Drewc Pratt, Chairman 

E. W. Bowcring, Deputy Chairman 
R. R. Maitland

C. F. STEPHENS 
Arnold Webster

. Calder 
Iris Hardwick

BOARD OF PARKS AND PUBLIC RECREATION

P. B. Stroyan, M.E.I.C. 
superintendent and engineer TELEPHONE: MUTUAL 1-1141

STANLEY PARK, 
VANCOUVER 5, B.C.

S. S. Lefeaux. M.E.I.C.
DEPUTY SUPERINTENDENT AND ENGINEER vancouvir . a c

September 14th, 1959©

Mr. John Green, 
F.I.D.S. Office, 
Port Stanley, 
Falkland Islands.

Dear Mr. Green:

I am hoping to make an expedition to the Falkland Islands 
aniSouth Georgia early in the New Year with the object of collecting 
Penquins for our Zoo here in Vancouver. King Penquins are the most 
important species which I hope to bring back and this necessitates 
transportation to ^outh Georgia.

Dr. Eill Sladen was in Vancouver recently and he gave me 
your name as the person to whom I should make my official request for 
permission to travel South with the John Biscoe from Port Stanley.

The whole timing of my expedition will of necessity depend 
on the schedule of boats going to and from South Georgia and therefore, 
I would be most grateful if you could give me as full a picture as 
possible of the rather sporadic sailings of various vessles between 
Monte, Stanley and South Georgia.

I have collected Penquins before in the Falklands and that 
part should not present any serious problems, but the final leg of the 
journey is difficult to cope with from so far away.

Bill Sladen nsked me to send you his regards.

Yours sincerely,

Alan Best,
Zoo Director.AB/lt

P.S. Please reply by .Air Mail 
for the sake of speed.

I
\

*
tS
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27th November 1959

Dear Mr. Best,

tr** Your letter of the 4th September only arrived here on 
the 11th November, and the mil which leaves here on the 30th is 
the first opportunity I have had to answer you*

John Green tells me he wrote to you from London, giving 
you an indication of likely sailings to South Georgia this season.
Up to the present time, the only firm sailing we have for South 
Georgia is the ’John Biscoe1 on 29th December, 
with her, you would have to ^ video in time to catch the
'Darwin1, which is due to-frail from there to Stanley on 18th December. 
If you were to do this, it is probable that there would be an 
opportunity to return to Stanley to connect with the 'Darwin' sailing 
from Stanley on 22nd February, but it is unlikely that you would be 
able to return in time to catch the 'Darwin' sailing on 22nd January.

In order to connect

Another possibility would be for you to arrive in Montevideo 
in time to catch the 'Kista Dan' there on or about 13th January.
After a few days in Stanley, the 'Kista Dan* will leave for Deception 
Island where she will meet the * Shackle ton* •
' Shackleton* may go direct to South Georgia, and return to Stanley 
in time to connect with the 22nd February 'Darwin', but I am afraid 
I can give no guarantee of this at this stage.

Ihere i3 a 'Darwin* sailing from Montevideo on 30th January, 
arriving Stanley 4th February, and towards the end of the year I 
might be able to indicate whether this would connect with a sailing 
for South Georgia.

From there, the

I am very sorry to be so vague about our sailings at the 
moment, but I am sure you will understand that they dqoend on ice 
conditions in the Antarctic and how our work progresses there. I 
suggest you should telegraph me to let me know which sailing from 
Montevideo would suit you best, and also give me a time limit indicating 
how long notice you must have before leaving Vancouver.

Yours sincerely,

A. Best Esq. ,
Board of Parks & Public Recreation, 
Stanley Park,
VANCOUVER 5. B.C.

GOVERNOR
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C/c /vdvancco A„ Lest.)Best Stagey 'Sqo Yrncouver 5

! J 25 lourlci Vd. ..cpiernber stop Ko objection shipment salnion stop Letter 

from Governor : outline slipping opportunities is on its way

Colonial Secretary

T|me JB/r
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1. 1. 60•Psy
To (Coill*, copy - Phoned W/t 

Adminoff South Georgia Station 2345/lst) (heps A/o)

Following for Coleman from Denton Thompson begins grateful 
if you would give all possible assistance and facilities Allen 

Best curator of Vancouver Zoo who is arriving on Biscoe returning 

Shackleton stop lie is collecting penguins and we are giving him 

all possible assistance
on

Secretary

Time AG-DT/IM
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Decode.
TELEGRAM.

ffW Administrative Officer, .South Georgia. 

Colonial Secretary, Stanley.To

8th January, 

9th January,

Despatched: 2560. Time : 1730. 

Time : 1100.Received: 2560.

No. 8. Allen Best.

Owing to "Shackleton" going South Best staying
Housed in

Discovery for few days but now with Bonner Bird Island. 
Will accommodate him at Point until "Biscoe's" return.

at Point until ,,Biscoersu return.

Administrative Officer.

P/L : IM



Decode.
TELEGRAM.

No. 219.
Administrative Officer, bouth Georgia0From

rp Colonial Secretary, Stanley.

19 60.Despatched: 10th February, 1930.Time :

19 60.Received: 1015 o11th February, Time :

on receipt voucher.
Have advanced Alan Best £10. Os. Od. 

Reouest you collect.

Administrative Officer.

i

A. 0 F.I.D.« ?

O.K?
(Intld.)P/L : IM

JB.
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King Edward Point, 
South Georgia.

29th January I960.

The Honourable the Colonial 
Port Stanley,
Falkland Islands.

Secretary,

Sir,

Mr .Best arrived at King Edward Point on 4-th Jan- 
He was accommodated in Discovery Houseuary I960.

until the 6th when he left with Mr•Bonner for Bird Is-
I understand from Mr.Bonner that he gave val-land.

uable assistance with fur seal tagging and he also 
collected nine Macaroni, two Chinstrap and three King 
Penguins.

On the return journey from Bird Island the Govern­
ment chartered vessel "Albatross" was diverted from her 
course at Cape Buller in order thst Mr.Best could coll­
ect a further
Rookery in the Bay of Isles, 
her journey.

The diversion for Mir. Best's benefit took tv/o hours, 
which at charter rates would cost £40. 
ed the opinion that in view of the assistance given by 
Mr.Best with tagging seals, it would be appreciated if 
he were not charged with the diversion.

King Penguins from the Grace Glacier
The vessel then resumed

Mr.Bonner pass-

Since his arrival Mr. Best has been fed from Dis­
covery House stores and should you wish to make charges 
the daily rate is 8/6d. 
land on the 18th he has been housed by Mr. and Mrs • Mov/at, 
taking his meals in Discovery House,

I am, Sir,
Your obedient Servant,

Since his return from Bird Is-

Administrative Officer, 
South Georgia.
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22nd. February, I960.

re Imprest (Advance) Warrant Ho. 6. of I960.

I should he grateful to he informed what authority 
the Accotmting Officer South Geogia had to advance £10, 
to Mr. A. Best.
13th. February, I960, 
advanced before 7th. February, I960, 
to have been a surprising long delay from the time of the 
arrival of the R.R. S. fJohn Biscoe1 on the 11th. February.

The warrant was not signed until
although the sum must have been

There seems a! so

2. I would refer you to Colonial Regulation 209> 
also r ies 227 and 229, of fFinancial and Stores Regulations1• 
I suggest that the Accounting Officer South Georgia be 
instructed not to advance public funds without due 
authority in future, 
recovered but it could very well result in Government 
being left with a bad debt when an advance is made to 
a person outside the service, as we would have no facilities 
to recover from future salary etc.

In this case the sum has been

Auditor.

The Treasurer.
Falkland Island Dependency, 
Stanley.

Copy- The Hon. Colonial Secretary.

0



I 3L+.

268/46

603rd I,larch

AD.'.'Ii: I; VJjaiTIVlS OFFICE,

H<SU COIOKIAL SSOHECAOT south g;;okgia

(copy to Accounting Officer, 
F.I.D.S.)

M3. AIA1 BEST

Your ^enoraudura of the 2^)th January*rvz
In view of the fact that it is Government policy to give the iraxiimm 

arcount of assistance to recognised zoological organisations asid soos, and 
liaving regard to the fact that Mr* Best assisted Mr. Bonner with seal 
tagging, it is proposed to waive charges for the diversion of the charter 
vessel “Albatross" estimated to have cost appropriately £A0.

You are also authorised to waive the daily messing charge of 
8/6d per d.m. in this particular case.

agdt/mw
Copy to Auditor
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6019th December,

Sir,

I am directed to refer to your letter of the 14th 
December, requesting permission to collect and chip twelve 
Icing cormorants to Mr, Alan Best of Vancouver/ and to in­
form you that permission is hereby granted to export the 
birds.

I an,
Sir,

Your obedient servant,

(Sgd.) H. L. Bound,

for COLONIAL SECRETARY

Hr. J. S. Clifton, 
STANLEY

mi/m

l


