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!/ / S'l. h-lLEY*
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Sir „

I ha ethe honour to report that in 'ollo/ing your 

instructions contained in your minute o ' the 2/ . 3.1919,

I prooe'dei .y tie ‘Sutter Bree'*eM (Mr Smiley), to Johnsons. 

ITarbour,at noon on the 2- th. ."ter

i -ed ,;‘ter 11 pna On the 2/ th the gale

rouyh passa/e ea

butor se*v*o

.hated later, ,nd at , pst w© le’t Johnsons H i >ox& ■ <*ri in •

inside Eagle Point shortly a>er 9 cm -nd anchored . e eather

conditions Decomin Mich worse durim the hi ht , ■ ruh ■ .-•> m

at dayl.i ht on the 21 th o rer the so/nd-bar into the Volunteer

• 'rend- ’or shelter, .nd .s compelled oy th.e .continuous ales

and snow to ■•-em .in there until d. ,yli ht on the pi St when

;et out, the ve/h' meanwhile ia rin ra start was m..,de to

moderat e >.[

r. I •. i en f i i r ly o lose.'olunte r Root'she stool or the

Iter , se rere pull;. m e i . . e he iin iyMr bailey

hea y s ell/ e ecseoted, large numl >©31 of rod cs , t r•■non st

a landing in the uloh - y on 1 i© princ ip 3 rc d. ‘This sa ’© 

landin is entirely iue to the m sterly d'ill o ' M2 ; .i la

in such swell on , steep and-comfined beach,as wasthen

low water,norunnin . as the tide was just risin ' 

minutes could be lost ‘or "e .r oa protracted stay on tie rooks

at1 ter

totally unprepared with supplies s we ere.

pO y • rd3,extremely irregular 

• .nd in common with toe other rocks a series of wedges, o'r an 

irregularity impos ible to e weed, protrudin':,rom the water.

No Fur-seal was seen by us on the Principal rock,there was 

some Sea-lions that appeared to be in the last stages 0"

The min rook is rou hly J00

i+.ar ution.

On the Second rock,di dL&ed. trom the •‘‘irst by a yulch some

2-3 y ,rds wide,I could see

all, on ledges. Owing to the irregularity of the surface,I

possibly did not see one quarter o>‘ the number actually there *
Landing on this rock was impossible, on in/ to the state o;‘ the
sea. The light was 'ery bad at this time (7-9 an), so that the

phot ographa

number' o" Pur-se .1 about 40 ina
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I ooul • : e no sms 11P'10 h o y ? ■:..ph3 t a’ • en - ii'e pro b; l : > 1;,.- f d lui• 0 3 ,rJ

e il.

.0 pulled some distance^ter safely le , in tee Main rook, 

ilong ; .:o other- outer rooks,.but, except on the £ n ro^k,n©

'U3 -3e , 1 ooul■ •. be sen.

Mi* Bailey belie res that he ±33 the last man ho n to be on

aese rooks,sealin , 6 o^* 7 years a o. He then leC’t . quantity 

o st ores in tins, ,nd a cuantity o •"* salt in sacks, in n impromptu 

Y.-,n' a Thi diahty ai of :.e ..-lion slams and sauvaS o rev coden

x

only the me is .1 a ', nd the s h.t is in perfe@i: condition■■•same

•.mined no stores in the rusty tins *- -0+ e 0

On wounding . rook 11 t the shanty Hr dy.iley was moi*e than

.ell stacked he-so 0" lar ;e timber, a 

1 '■ 0 s+one demijohn (i deni to -1 to the

rurm-ised to Sind■*. han

copper u.n powder kettle 

2 .lion .jars in loo .1 use) 2 t ei* breakers, ,nd a number o"

boti Lee stc e , lat jou] ■ nod be identified by Mr B iley *

Pro in that 1 Lese : o< 9 .'007: dL sited sin e xen.

:ie timber had the appearance o a ' uantity no ; on the beach. |
the -reck ’ bi :tus ' ,o' the North Coast jome - miles ■. ;v;y

in situ on the .0 th Nothin cut , local cuttera hi oh I S '
0 vo *'*es ion .1could or would o in .nd remote this timber The

poacher would merely pro Ide himsel •'* with tent.
The whole thin. was ne< w m 2 ily ■ ;w io ■ out tfith 0 re test 

possible speed, as the weather *ar ' om esir Die,thus a 0.1 0 '.0

ew mmation o'’ some hours duration neoes ary, ;it hout the *r-i e.st
-wt (~L

risks, .nd. e oense to .11 r .3 I oult not et ud to one dur-seali
I re ret that the desired specimens could not >e collected.

We were absent from the cutter two hours in all, 7-9 am.

The oonfiyuration o ' these rooks,make it impos iole to mo re
t. the most, and i should'i seal in life more than a yard or t o

say it was difficult, te' not impossible,to part the seres under

such ond i t i on s .

I returned to Stanley at b pm Aug: 31 st.
Later wien the 7/eather impro es,a more 0 tende ewamination 

could be made, and the digsired specimens,more or less easily 

obtained.
I ha re themhonour to be Sir. 

You-' obedient ser anl
To The Hon. the 0olleotor* 

of Customs, Os Tcer of Custom •*
. 1
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His Excellency the Governor,

I beg to repo^rt that 

to Stanley on Sunday the }Ist inst.
Hr.A.G.Bennett returned

On Tuesday the 26th inst . ,::r.Bennett sailed in 

the cutter "Breeds" for t^he purpose of visiting the 

Fur Seal rookery at the Volunteer Rocks but owing to the 

extremely bad weather prevailing last week the Cutter was 

held up at Johnsons Harbour,Berkeley Sound,until Wednesday 

evening the 27th inst . , On the evening of the 27 th the 
cutter left Johnsons Harbour to make for the Volunteers
and after reaching Eagle Point at about 9 p.wa at night 

she had to anchor inside the point in a heavy swell. The
following morning the .vino, veered to a bud quarter and 

the cutter hud to make for the Volunteer Lagoon for shelter.
evening it was impossibleFrom Thursday morning to Saturday 

for any attempt to be made to go near the Volunteer Rocks 

on account of the heavy sea that was running. On Sunday
morning,the wind and weather having moderated, the cutter

_:r .R. Baileysailed _vt daylight ana made for the Rocks.
and Hr.A•&.Bennett succeeded in effecting a landing on the 
principal rock - the undertaking was extremely risky owing
to the very high swell which was running into the only 

available paice where a landing copula be made,vis.,a gulch 

with high rocks on either side. Ho Fur seal were seen on 

this rock but Hr.Bennett reports that he saw a certain 

number on t^he high ledges of the second rock, but owing to 

the high swell it was impossible to land on this rock to

ob t a i n any sp e c im en s.
From nr .-Bennetts report vz-^hich I beg to attach 

herewith it would appear that -

1. That there were no Fur seal seen on the principal 
Rock ’(at one t^ime a fair quantity were always 
obtained on this Rock)
2. That the Ro cks are not of considerable si^se 
and therefore the Rookery cannot obtain to any 

c nsid crab1a numbers.

That there are no level places on the Rocks, but 
the whole are jagged and irregular.>

That if the second rock could have been 

pro<perly examined it would probably have
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revealed the fact that there were a considerable number 

?ur seal than aeon by ...r, Bennett aa ha was only 

see one portion of the Roclc.
n.ore

able to

Apparently operations can only be successfully carried 

out at the Volunteer hocks with a :orth westerly wind 

when the 40a in the vicinity of Volunteer point is then 

The distance from Stanley is not far and a 

cutter can usually do the distance in about two hours.
uite calm.a

:r.R.Bailey were extremely disappointed;■;r.A..G.Bennett and 

at/ no-t being* able Vo procure the specimens required by

Y.B.

r;lien I arranged with hr.II.Bailey to take hr.Bennett out I 

informed him that he would be paid a fee of £2, 'out at

that time it was thought the trip would not take longer

The trip actually took 6 days.. perhaps

:r.Bailey instead of Z2
than two days.

Y. r, will sanction :Z) being paid to

he was unable to obtain any quantity of tussock to

I arranged with dr.Bennett 

(he had to take food) that he would receive travelling 

allowance at the rate of 10s/~ per diem - as he was

a o

make up for loss of time.

away 6 a^ys the amount payable to him ./ill be £3.

Two very good specimens of the Brant goose -were brought in. 

I believe that the Colonial Office applied some time ago

If it is desired r,Bennettfor specimens of these birds.
the skins for transmission to England, if it is 

not desired to send them home t hen they could be taken
Can cure

A fair price for such skins when 

properly cured for mounting is about ICs/- each.

over by the Liuseum.

sepbr 1st 1919


