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Harbour lias ter 1 s 0XZice,

St ..nicy.

21. c karch. 1922.

T o ' h c Hon. Col. Soar o t a r y ,

Stanley.

Si j. ,

I beg to submit the Attached report on chc

th-. Estnbli. IxiiC-nt cl an aimed rd on the %

Elephant Jason Island, in connection ~vith t,hw

Protection ol ch. Fur Seal liookcries oi the

Fr1klan d Is1and s.

The Guard was xully established on the

•slternGon g.l the Idth, in. tant.

Your ob cdi on t Servent,

I an, Si]-,



REPORT ON THE ESTABLISHMENT 'OF AN ARMED GUARD O'" THE ELEPHANT

JASON ISLAND? 'VEST FALKLAND.
______ ___________ ______ ____________________ __

In connection with the Protection of the Fur Seal

Rookeries of the Falkland Islands the H.L1.G,S. ^Afterglow’* left Stanley

on the 22nd, February for he Elephant J.-, .son I si- nd, the 1 rgost known

Fur Seal rookery, to establish •.hereon an armed guard*

Owing to dverse weather ccnditi•. mr. which were experience
cl

■j, landing was not effected until tho morning oi' the 27th, February upon

which d-y the guard, all materi 1 i’or .he erection c C the Guard t uc c '.t~

together with lire, .rias, ammunition and *>rovi ions vr.rc landed*

The landing v-ar effected in a . mall bay on the N.E, extra

- me of the island, A rocky beach from which from which the 1? nd ran up

to a height of ±5c feet • bove :ea level, Thif . lone was covered by thick

tussac ( 6/10 feet high ) to a dc^th, from the beach, ci 3CC yards-(3ro)

emerging on to clear camp ground,

A temporary cam^ w&s.madc on the foreshore o£ the

landing place and on the following d y, .he 28th, February, a ■ urvey of

tho -’Ofition having been mad.., cutting through the tussac war- commenced

in order that material etc, might be transported from the foreshore to

he site chtesen for the erec-iion of the Guard H®uec, which si’s \<as a

hprchw

further 200 yards above the frunge of the tus sac belt which .urriunds

the island.

Very great difficulty .-.as oxp eri cmeed owing to the

thickness ci’ the tu; sec and the large diinens i on f of thc- bog r to be cut

and moved tc> one tide.

Ths cutting was comp letcd on the> evening o x the 2nd of

On the io11owing days the transport oi material from

the- beach ms proceeded with , arsistancc was rendered by the crew o±

the ” Aiterglew ” when ever it was’ practicable. The carrying or th?.

material as diiiicult c- ing tc the . tccpne. s oi the a; cent .nd "he

nr turc of the ground.

. The work of erection of th© Guard House completed

he afternoon c.C the 9th,h-,rch when the Hour-e was occupied.
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Adverse weather prevented the rendering c. c pr sirV-nco by the ’jttfxxx

’’Afterglow” impracticable until the morning cl lath Larch.

Duri-g the period c ,1 . writing the arrival oF the ^atrol Vc: sei the

V/crk cl building ammunicicn houses and a ;v,G, was proceeded with.

On the arrival o£ : sist:.nc< From th- ^atrol Vernel the ^2 ^dr

Field gun Avar hauled up through the tussac, assembled nd h-.uled ‘ cross

he is 1-nd to a position on the S.V*. side, in the vicinity C Meh -

Fl gr tail Mth yard hr: been erected.

Guard House.

Si tu&ted at the II.E. extreme ol the 1. !• nd on . leping ground.

House if built lacing North r nd i . Loitered Irow. S.Lr. through South to

N.E. by ver^- high rocky ground. The lolloving it- plan 1 the house ats

erected and Cittod.

Out buildings in vicinity ox House.

1 hood, iron rooi’ud and Fitted as a TfV.G..

1 Iron, wood lined, Fitted as; Aiixaunition Hut.

Cattle haddock.

A ^addock has been mad - .approx 40 yards square - and enclose

by ?.. tour wire Fence*
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DATE TIME REMARKS

1‘ e-oy.

F'
/

frO 05 F' CH C3 F- Left Stanley*
Considered advisable owing io .adverse u.a her to
m-ke Shag 1. an ch ox \gc *

Nocn/±5 Arx'ivcd uc anchored Shag Is.

i
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W ei gh ed an d proc c fed <?d
Heavy

5 »05 pin Arrived Sanders Is.

24 9.0C la \'t ei gh ud ane. rec 1 jed ed

1*10 pin Air iv fed West point Is
Took on board lifebc t.

IIl1llI1lI111l11111 
LQ

1 
CM Wind S.W. 5 Conridcr 'bl. S.W.ly sea

L nding E. J-.son impracticable.
ALL BAY Conrtrueted Fresh Water reservoir and dam and laid

pines t: facilitate ^atrol Vessel watering.

26 5.50 am
b .15

W & i gh e d -, n d proc c 0 d e d 10 t h c E. J a s 0 n
A r r i v cd E. J as on
Very coniidi?rable S.W.ly swell.
L anding i pm r a c t i cab1e.
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27 6.CO aiQ Weighed -..nd p.oceodcd ~c. E.Jason
Landed all Lx-., tori •• Is, provisions, Fircari-S ,
Annulmiticn etc,
E. Jason Guard, Govt C-.rpenter, and .rbour Ma: ter
landed.

’FAitcrglov;’* sailed ■■i+1. orders to carry cut
programme dr-.vm out by tl; - Govt Matur-.li: tZ

26 6.00 aia TI,W. 3/4. Eocgy.

Noon
2.00 pin

Gcuiiuenced cutting .assage through tussac
S.E. 4 Foggy
Fog cleared
pr0 c e cdi ng t;i th cuttin g.
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arch
x 6<00 w S.V./W 3 be Heavy dev; during night. Very hazy;

proceeded with cutting through tussac
Noon S.W. 4 be line d clear
8.n,c South 2/3 be line a clear

2 6..0 h\S<W. 4/5 .Cino ’ '. athey,Hazy .
Proceeded ’ith cutting ^hro"•tusaac.

8 .
2.

• oo W.'S.N. 3/4 .Cine ha^y weather.
.00 -»ra Finished cutting through tuo: .c, 300 y ,rd,s xrori boach to

Lc Cringe ol turf - c belt.
Commenced carrying material un to rite ol Kc^rc.

4 .
8.

.00 nm P.S.W. 2 Cloudy thcr. So calm

.00 —do— 1/2 Foggy

3 6.
’ 8.
11.

.00 ■m 2 flight haz^.

.co 3/4 be : ca smooth.

.30 ‘Eli ter glow* arrived, 1-nded two men to assist.
J • Vv a 11 s relieved h. Ro b c r t s
Carrying un m<, curialT.T r

3,
son .7. S ® -. o/4 p as si. ng banks 10 g.
.15 pm ” axterglow" : ailed

Fog increasing

4 6.00 am C alm dense ±•g
proceeded c rrying u^ m- t^rial

Noon / Eog clearing
4.00 pm Placing ^il:s,*»l-.tcs, Iraning etc
8.00 Fine cl - r " ther

5 6.rn am '"’ly 1/2 , .Cine erd clerr, Sea c'lm.
r o c g e di n g v/i th n1ac i ng.n i 3. e s - nd -1 - • t e s.

Noon Sly 1/2 , be, Sea calm
Proceeding 7 i ' h placing Iran os etc

4.on nm Sly 1/2 , be , Sea calm
Shifted camp to u^per fringe ox tuss c

6.00 am S.br. 3 Cloudy. Sea smooth.
p r g c e c d i n c wit h c r e c t ? > © f Gi i a rd H o u r ■ ■.

Noon N.’7. 4 be Sea smooth
pr©ceeding • itt -.-lectic.^ r,i Guard House

4,0 pro W.TT/J 2/3 be : oa smooth
All iron work cown 1 ete-d

8.0 pm S.S.N. 4 lino clear weather
Gomm©need 1 ay i ng 11 o c r i ng

10.45 am
T’oon

3.00 -m

8.00 pm

S;W< 4/5 be 25.ne cle.-.r weather
proceeding wi4:h erection cC House.
” Afterglow ” -r rived

4 Sea smooth. Fcg bank to ' ’.-.rd
J . V’h5. t c r el i ov c d J.VSa 11 s
Car ry i n g b -r b ■ -1
n Afterglow n sailed

F o c b n c r c a s i p g
Flooring complut d and .rti u ion; placed
S.W. 2/3 Foj bank rising and .tailing

xbwOCxxtiiK X>xsc .W
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BITE TIME REMARKS

march
8 6.00 am S.W. 2/3 be .Cine weather

Noon
4.oo pm
8.00

Proceeding v.i th House
S.W. 5/6 line and clear
S.W. 6 line hazv weather
W.S.W. 6/7

9 6.00 am
Noon

4.CO pm

8.00

W.N.W. 6 Licht N.Wh swell
N.W. 8 haze increasing,
proc cudinc with Ecu* «'
N.W, 7/b Thick Fog
Stove iixed in House, Fire lighted*
W.II.W. 7/8 passing bank; log
Shii*tod into Ixxxxx and occupied house.
Guard House erection completed

W.S.W. 5/6 Foggy weather ,drizzle
Sly 4 Foggy weather. Heavy rain at times.

3uiIding W,C, and ammunition Hut
4 cloudy. Weather clearing.

S.S.W. 2 Hazy. Rain at t’mes

6,00 aa
x’fcxSxW
8.00

IP .00

10,18
Neon

4tcC pm

6.00

uri
a az e,

W,S,W, 5 Increasing S.W. swell, passing­
rain squalls.
“ Ax ter glow “ arrived,

Landing ox a.- si; tance impracticable
n Ai ter glow ’* sailed
S.W.6 Considerable S.W. swell, passsing
rain squall.- .

S.W. 4/5 Ccnxused S*W. nd 6; oil
Erected Zagr tall vith y .rd.

6. A . 3 S -ja sugo th

x2 6,CC am S.W. 6 be Threatening co Wes tv .rd, considerable
, ea breaking landing place.
L* ndi ng imp x** c t i c ablr .

2/'^ pm 4 masted steamer, Steer ing West, io miles oil.

W e'; th er c on di t i c-n s r on d eri n £ 1 an di ng i r'> c t i c ab
le

Continuous gale Irom S.V/./v».S.W. with very high
S.W. sea, breaking on landing p! .c..- in green
fc* *
Lining boards, cement,rope etc placed ready to
ship by ” Aiterglow’’ Co L+anlsy, washed away.
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rob
lb 6,00 Ma

9 .30

Noon

5,45 nia

RjWRKS

W.S.W* 3/4 bo passing squall; :.c .. * .rd, Sc, nuo©th,
” AXterglow “ arrived.
Landed every available in. n♦
Hauled jun up, to upper Xrin^e oX tuc ao belt
;<v.S.W. 5 bo line clear weather. Slight S.V.'. swell
Hauled gun across Island to posi lion
Gu rd hoi^jj /ully cs labli ;• hod, ill .ith ’’he • xcept -
i on o l the Guard , crab■• rkcd i^ the ” /iXterglow” .
’’ Afterglow ’ •■lied.

20 2.30 pin A r ri v ed S t en 1 ey



^o, 906/21.
(It if requested

that, in any refer­
ence to this letter,
the above Number
and the date may be
quoted.

MINUTE.

.............,30th.Marchs...... 19 22.

To ....Harbour. .Master ,

.From

THE COLONIAL SECRETAEY.

Stanley, Falkland Islands. 

Stanley.

I am directed by the Governor to acknowledge the receipt

of your letter of the 21st March and to thank you for your report

on the establishment of an armed guard on the Elephant Jason

Island, for the protection of the Fur Seal Rookeries.

H. Henniker-Heaton,

Colonial Secretary


