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REPOXT O SEALING OPERATIONS I. THE FAL LALD LOLARDS
192215230

Uperations ie counsctisy with further rescarch: on the
Far Seal wor begun ot the 2&tn.Octoser 1522 eud teraimaced on tue
ObLiteusn ool 1945 Ihezrs wore five periods of vwou'. which

vetailed 77 anyu.e

-

e The fir=t VOTR.e sl as “3 objectiv we Liep ut Jasol
Rockery wiore & lascin, was efle_ted on the obheilcvecber. -1t
vas ouite ciser thet the mesl had mot becn disturved ic uny w
and there wes oo si_n of vue ve _inuda  of uvreedin o The popui-

atisn of the zock,elthouga satisfacuor,,® obviousl, le=s than
Lue ._f,i'-,li&.i.'!t, ST Cu®s Orec diﬂ JOAL0De

e Sinece tuere wias no ol ox wor' o uLe doune “illiin

started and after wWe days oi Lt ou tue rock witi a 303 rifie th

49Aal vore B0 S24780 OB ald LuAav I ragolysd o ar: AL 2R 144
ing Za the w.tex. I congidered it pro avie that the disviusoet-

ion votwear iswsture sales and cous coul. ve o served end iu the
enin this wa. f%ﬂu to wo correot. Of the twelive sesal ahet ip
the »ater at tule tigwe wo waro cows aun deit.er malurs.
Operatieons were tor.iunated lfoxr t.e ti.e oeving st te eud of %hs
fourth dey's worl.
“o Tolunteer N ol® were visited on licvoscer ioth.bat lew

sgonl «ere bacled up. Apothar vislt was sai. te the Liephant

Jegon Reolery on the Znd. of Docascer out ac pa 8 Yers co.ervod.
it ves inteaded o wort it o Volumteor locks lm Biu“w;




0 roch an. ths majority of t.o:
_‘_'J‘h‘ vulk of tue pupsu were a good
3 __dt."ﬁﬂﬁi'hlll at the time of amy visit
‘I;FT‘FM the hare s were im ciistence.

The cows favo the north side of the roc¢: anu vere not all
yresent oz it -

Je The pﬂpl‘wﬁﬂn not distur.ed spend their ti e in sleeping,
figutin, and swimeing in the pools of surfsce draimaje which col-
iect in Loliows ou the roeck:itie . u,s do nol ap eur to o. ect to
the naiaoga welivy of tae water.

Sowe of tue pupe were makia,  short excursious ia tue seay
keepin, closs to tue lamdjat thic uge(about five wee sli.ey are
clumsy swiuseys and uave iittle 1ldeu ol wuiltesie jlandia, pluces.

Waen the pups are e proacued oy .an Lhey seek shelter
unuer ledges oL roock waere Luey crowd ia very cioscly .. eep up
a continuous yrowiing and guareiling:any atie v Lo scile tLen is
strongly resented and aitiou i tae wil tee. are simil and blunt
tihe bite is stron, emou h to draw olcod.

- The lar e ouscer of Ses Lions which had ta'en up positionm
on the rock for ureadin, purposes was a seriucs Teature,

At the tise oi the Uctover visit only three or.four of

vhis species were seoun,us vas aiso the case in Joceuber ol 19519.

: (192.3)
On the occcasion of the Jmnuosry visit in this ,e&{nthere vere

:amay‘ﬁﬁka,Soa Lions witu uare s ol various simes along with taeir

fggl and the usuai han_ers on in the foru of i..ature aund spure
B 1 vas the heizht of tie brecdin, sesson Tor this

tﬂﬂ~$h! bare. wales wers distinctl, Bgurcsaives L

“.f Lad bo oo mrot to sniole tue worl om




m ip tie inwediaie viclunity of
3 T - undesirable. Thers was the additional’
wu %o a m stan hter of Sea lioms st this season tha
seny Tion pups would have beea leit to slarve o Jeathy,s conseg-
wence which could mot be juatified. :
Mur Senl
Go There vere thiree wain pods ol'#pups and & num.ar of saall-
€T _ToupBe Ynere possicle the puws were raussd ani “ept movin:
su thet & tolerabl, accurate count was possiocle,nsce t on the rast
epd of the rock whileh I was unable to reach. There wAS & DLGOE
of pups therc,out I am certain Lua% they were notu ali visicle from
tie water wuhesuce I ouserved theuitucre were also a fow iu tue soea
all the time of cue couute I case Lo the couclusion Lnat there
were 400 pups on tuis rookery anda uave Lase. o, eulcuscticns on
tuis Lijuree
i Ue Un the mext visit I begaa “iiliug.usiug o roo. rifle waich
bad been borreved for tue purpowse wiace the report ol Gthe U3
rifle walch I Lad used on tue previous Miliiug had proved ver)
aleraing to the sealithe rodk rifle w.n in svery wuy preferacie.
Billing was cowtinueed on Wwo suocsequeut occasionz,on one
of mhiech no landing wes possivle and operations on Gthe waler had
%tu be standoued on account uf the woathery hioch wus bad becosing
rapidiy Jorsee
The Jant day was five enc kiilling was ssrried om turoughe
out ityiu sadition =il tue pupd suicu could ve caugat sere orasded |

m ﬂpib nm.l.n and 13 feuslies.

» . *?ﬁ.m;; of ob whins serv te' eu Lfromn She L.ephaat Jusan

ou the reture Jrum tais tris The ?um--
| and 46 skins taleu.  Durinmg tue wiz
theno less M tm landings I‘# '




%o the first part of

weather vas usiform-

"ht Qllt but on the tuipd it 788 possiole

!!o'ilil were shot but sotha jrevin, to ve wtuey,i.e.shed

jﬁ.; both fur and sair,killing was acasdoved fortawith wnd since |

Lo 1lndin£ could be eficoted um account of tue suzl op

#eT® orouzht vo . cicwme.

rations

13 It wes invended to make a furt.er vipt to reach Beau-
cheue Island if there was prospect ol s.coess on the retu B jour-
ney,out ouce wore Lue weatuor provanied ite

£iliinge
Ou auoree. |
T4 Toe lanu kililag was dope with the rifle:l used iwe |

weaponus and found tuat the 303 sheoting ihe dark VII
& great niose and iri uvene. the seal, lihou o iv was

8 "silencer” for tue purpese of preventin; vhisjbesi

in. foree and penetration vere so great that the stin:

aiveys dumageds It was clearly much too poverful

The 300 caiioye rook rifie,firin; an o0 _ rain

preferabie in every way:;the veapon apnd caryirid es are
{a consideratisi whes ciimoing on the rocia)while tue
mAle erecie and the bdrewcn pechaunisa (slue lever)unles

..}-J.i 10 t was
mac h 11 ate

regort in a

vazy little

BUuLde The vartiriu es were loaued with nordive Dutl suen B une

mam

,..‘

= 'm_ii"ggm? .&; ue rifle sbouoiiog 13 Wowe <t clove rauge,s

L LBE Lo, e the tropiecs oue of the suokelese .cuders .ould




The shot should be not only Fatal osut instantly oo,sinen :
wounded seal always male .or the waler. Tue bellet thereforo
R should strilke tue re ion of the ear with sroadside suohe or in
g e wiudic L1ine ot %se base of the s ull with lore and al'lt &0l
If & neal i8 iu an unfavouravle pesition uhe use of o iitilo
pathence wiil usunily result is %he sorrect stbitude occuriag:it
is betier %o peruit a coabee Lo pase thso Lo wouand & sen. and
then lose itithe bDebavisur of a wounded aniusl slways iri ctens
others in i%a nei_svourioocds
Lomg shoto are L0 be depreaaled or scoounlt of tue Jifliculty

of plsoing tle vullet in the proper area walch is s.alls

16: Pnless there keem %o be 1uwediute chamces of other shotno
s maa! should be erauined as soon as it is shot in order to =zahe
pertain that it is cead and that % is pnot Llilely to ve wasle:

into bthe aole
Hounded anizals .ay e des.ate.ad oy & viow Trom o short

club on tue side of the aead just s.ove Lue eal,foilole

. oy the
kaife or tue iotter alowe .uy 0 usode
17 The killin, Lnile must be stra:ight and atrong wita o %
. wery shary polut and two cutting wdges vesind tue peint,out oue ~
_ of these mneed not ve .ore tuan ¢ o incues longe The kanifc

which I used was 7: iuches long, 1Y wide wnd § tuick and sin.le-

ed eds & short sword vayonet waoeld be good for %tuis LUPp 0S8,

e A Vacm sticking o seal the hnife should ve thrust in ao
' - y b
3,

el *ﬁi ﬂqdk mf the cleade is presented to the neck of tue lhimai,ﬁhp*
E 3 _m the apex of the aternus and beiug directed




Lanlll 1)

'_ o _'M‘T' be trunsferred to tus boat by neana of a
o Aljjf limo dllinit iiadn'h.; hoic cub amder the chin in tue
-m dl' Tue jaws and ponstrating right throu i to the wouth:i” it
_gha-il-pqppon that riger mertis prevents the msuta frow veing onen
ﬂ"ﬁw wt- say bde medc vetweebn The pert ol the siim oo winle:! the

T2 i e i
» )
2!

whisters _row and the scues ol Lhe suoul. Io an, cease tho cut
=ik should rup fore aud art and cere should be talen thet plouty of
h‘ ¥ thasue 1s left cu sl slides =oc thet the Tope ulll not oull oute
These smsthods ol atiscament als. peruit ol seal veing
}_ : Sousd 2ound & rock frow tis suore or beuind a boute
l: L l’f:-, Waon tae dead seal save been reuoved tue hwuisr soounid
., gonceni nLiuselfyreasuin quiet and waitl Jor wore seal .o Lsul upe
.. ' Care snould be talen that tué wind is mot v.owin, firow the bhung—
e , ar to the haulin_ plece since the mpeunse of suell of tae sesl ls
Y lLleche It is particulary difficult to take tuis precaation st
tue &lepmt .}anonsainne an off-shore wind is necessary for londing
i:_'l'—-f'_ and tue me,l come up on tue lee side.
EE_* o When it iz a parent that tue seal nave been scured from

one place it suould be _eft .nd olhers visiteu,s rovaiioa veing

UL LBI Ve
'-“:' 20. 1% ia not advisavle to s'in seal oan tie ros.eryjalihon i
' ﬂa sueil of 4loed does mot appear . reatiy te d. stury the surviv-
: N say hewsver be found on plases such tust 1t is mot

. wved. shinaim, Uhe . du situ if tuey are to Le talen at
.&!ﬂ “the .ﬁumd'.msna should ce threwa into

m m:umm not to suoot sosl in such posit-
‘of workisg a _iven rocoery.

i
[}
il




liing wust be dome in the wuteyr

pual watchful ess the shooting

: mtnry great differenc velweeu tue heads

of m m W M«Q 8l coryespondin, size to Le observedes
Only Lhve adait coss Were illedyiires of thau in tue w.ter,

m WM vy mysell apd the fifin by & zan wiuo shot o OWe® oOc-

casion and wol ve); asucceusl . ilye

22e Two l2-bore shot .uns were used ani paper cased cartridges
loaded wiwh 1= ouuces ol BBBG shot. fT.ey were wotu dounie-
o

meilﬂﬁ,ﬂu’b A% 4B pToo DI TLhat Singe® < .Trrel would ve sulffie-
ient,and lar er ve s sbouid result fros L.e use ol ,.us suootlag
. LOBVIGY CoeZ o8 O0i LONGEY il S5LOT.
‘Breass cased certrid,es would oe ureleracie aince they
&3‘0 uawrp:i;um‘ Gie WOUMLY 20U SU9LL Waelh Lae go . piivaen c‘..-.-ryiu.u

paper cased carvridges oca Afterglew il wee necssswry Lo take pre-

cautions to prevent tu.s ua peuin e Tue curtrid es should
i kept iu & wateryrooi ba_ in tue ocoat and an exiractor of effici-

ont desi n cerried.

5 Sare s.ould ve ta'em chat wuen & seal A5 UVired at it is
well within ren.e and tuat it receives tue fuli scuar egthe sids
of the nead is tue tar ol Lo pe prelerred. It is esseontinl to
k__u& tue apisni et onee apd %o piek it up jamedicicly siaco they

iy sink very rayidiy at tiwes.
. _’--""._ . ~!II.Q - For secexin, the dead seal a sleel guofl Loyt sl necdle
Seie _Lh_m-“ hm.myya Thut waicu I used nes = heok of ihﬂ
- %90 Mmmexnw tnonozundmln“hdlhﬂ?br '
gn “Mnbt?it i8 tﬁyorﬂﬂ Lowards tue pdﬂ.




ﬂh ) : . 0o
While hunting the ga'l should ce 'twot oo the ri ht haod
of tiae gunuer with the hook over Lie woal's guonel and the zhaft

free Tor liuwbuiate uses In use whoe gaffl abould oo . laced uunder
whie aiddle of the seal wWith e point WWalddyLuae agiial geniiy
roaised aona uruagut.a¢auua;&® tiue bo&t when 1t =iould at ouce we
SJTasped by heude Ho abtiespt should be wade Lo lift the seal

out of the water with The zaif since it is sasy throuy: burried or
caleiless uunuiin, VO roll the eeal o.f tue jalf wuen it wili aluost
cervaindy ve 1oat. Iron is useless {oz £f hoo'ibe

25 I% was found that tie most setisfactory method of boat

work was to use the ship's dingey [frow wiici to sucot and to

L)
&
;
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404 SEAll OORT AG8 TLE BV ; @ © I LB PG BOLl ie anda
3 _ = TR R : , 7 & i 1 = F - e i
tan thereiore IT0li0vW Cug assl 0O%WweYT L4 L Uh J4ul ey O GhoZe

Waidh BTE BLOUeglUL LB Tre &Y€@ OuCwElion 9B  Lue YeaTAsST Ccoel uon

=

@
-

5

j‘{.

=

ta

gormit of the din,e; vein, uSsU Ou aceounAL OF
difecoat Las %o ve (5.,.1% (1}

.

& Oe - Afver the Tirst sh.otin; over rochk shooting

=
£

:_-,
g

2
{e

may 0@ cerriod oo sisuitencousiy with the lama i
Sliinuinge
2o E;L..wn:m.n_ on tue gc.,%,al vessel sbould not be done near the
& rookeyy:;if the sea is .uliicieutly smootu she should draw off
for soue uistance and proceed with tue workjyout il there is wuchh
wmoveuent on tue waler it is preierasie o leanve tue skinning until

Darvour iz resched uniocss the muaver uf meal is lar.e.

2be A modification was nade in tue seithod of siinniag alter
tae first txip and ldu&Aeu to !ﬁr tue rest of tie seasob. The
' atl udes tue tall amd al-




usual two cutse

T.. Ihﬁi-ﬁI-IIHBTDd vith a8 sucs of tae sicoueT A8 POBB-
iole sad toew hung out Lu csol.
- Fleusing-.

& 3 = The coole d sidln may ce conveniently flesse. on o voard
42 jnones long and 2o wide. ihie size vouli ve s=lipy ed insid
the clost which runs alon insiue tue hulvarts of APber lov and was
about the correct Leigbte The board may oo ulteo rou uly nade
AT 1% 18 styong #oougb.but toe workin, sur.ace wust vs Tlot epnd
devolid o pro ections sucu me aole or l.d.{.r.:-%. el would réise the

skin auy =0 DE Tho CRUBE 0. Cute.

u!

- Go The knives used vere sirongly curvea L:viu; Pounded auus !
aud «n cubside eu e. They sbould pe w.de of Larvu sieel,and it
wes founo that the olade. of anesp ahears provaed saiisd S LOry 1aw
mmterianl for tuecs

In sharyeuning these ‘.nives the  round luces suould stert
wal® away fros the cuttin, sdie ao as to wee® at u o, acube zogle
the adecs should be soocth and kept sa.rp wa lo d 28 with a very

- finely cut .teti.
2
sl Flensing should oo astarted o) ~'i.n, & .oricontal inecési-
O aCroEs Gue 4.»I.ia..;.-e:r cebind the £ii erm,cave .ein talen not tu
oud tae slile The owt thue wade rorue a convenient startiag

place from wulse fieusin, @Ay proceed tguwe:us tue teil or asad of

B\ e Blabe

B ,’_fi - S Slins ere salted i.wealascel; arver .leasing ead should be.

%M m up uptii they aave taken tue salt,Wies they say DE3
: -!Lm gides a. oueds A




in and in any cose salted shims
 #ince the salt  rains olumt che knife

: & .hifn History of tue Fur Seul. 2
33e | ixssization of a ierge nunver ol shuile whics were collee
ted during this season hus wede it clear tuat tu 1606 ota e of
tue Fau-ilami Isiand Fur Seal are the sa.e as thoso of the Prisilof
Isiunc forme

Fomuios Qaur pupe at tie a e of thre

Lherelore oe lu.regnated at tue 2 e of tuo years

o
fiaies are aduit at six yewurs and theu Lave longta of
avout 05 ilnc.oue.
KR fow jeariin s ver: ouserveustie; o uol . rewil; exceed

She puye of & e o8 5 olc iu sli.e,but have = more rooust foram
abd Baturally & ui..ereut comte

30 A TuO yOurs vsu Lae uesu Ol wie uei® su0ve Bli 4t iadie-
stlons of the charscterisiic Ioru ol its asex,ss ege increuse

anout iepgticas sui projecis were o.er tue wmouthytue adult sale
bas & distinet apyearannce of ovein, snus-nosed
The wig or sane begins to a.  ear im the fo.rth yearjit ims 4
BlOrt and ratuer ourly but is nev r 8o prousinest =5 in the Sea Liam
37 = The head of the fesale cuan ow liitle frou the yeariiug
condition vut there 15 a certain lengihenin of tue .facial region.
la the water cowas usy ue 4 sting icbed frou males of the same

M' r m MM alone and since tue avi dle s.ov theuselves ror



o pertainiy wore inclimed to leave uue.

nd a8 wus observes oo Bird Island a
re towards vvenin .
Wiﬁcnﬂon of difTerent Roolkeries.

S

' EL ~ Liephant Jazon.

; Aé bas been stated th.s rochery is roughly divided into two
parts during the brecding seuson,one occupied by t.. bhrevding and
thé other by the mon-brecdin, suale

It wae found vhat almost all the seal in the wuter om the
south siue o. the poun-brecdin. arec meore males,the fe.zles om the
other band __‘-re;‘errin“ tue Bortu siue of the rocks Thue unoccup-

o ey 1ed and iusatiure muies spesd o ,00d deul of theil ti.e fecdins and

: playin., in the w.ter near tue rooclerysbut the .reedin; lewales did

8ot appear to o 80 o tue sawe e tenlyit seeus procuole that toey
g0 oif to feeding . rounds where the {is. the; coasume are to be:
SJounce The geuer:l btendency of usove.sut fwom tiais roolery is

towncd:s thoe Soush Vest:

.
3%, . Yoiunteer Rockse
A% Luis place tue saxes ou;earsc Lo 0o more miged,bat thio J

may ueve been due to the tiuse o uy visit beinm; luter in the sea-

+

omiy tue soety side of these roghc i2 mocesslule,the suitable

plases for icnding being on thai sspectjtaey wa, be approscued
m ith o wind cetveen W and NIE out t.e latbe: wust mob se strom,

v

m sontiuuod Tor louge Tue aores slde ol Lhe racis u

ﬂe lgi-l.h and there is Dosiucs en encrmous ocel of kelp 'uj
s o ';!Ql*g._m- strip of clear wuter cliowse Lu the roukss Y
1Ly Yo be meen Tocdis, on e iaside tdsp 4




e

ane L9 Lo m‘-néli wilving torouch the merrow fo

wipes purts of “Loe main vass;er eveu breaking
The zlmost vertical inciinutien of the :

partic.iariy cocesssry to ta o the greatesi o

8hot wilil net fel: ipts tae waler- . gL
“io faore varo oaly acou. Fifey gup!-Itllélit
Cow uethic s wo par. it of a post-norten.
“le Biru ITaiand.

Iv LB Clo.y tual @acept fur & Teuw suel shiER TN
Froe wewe Flars or e ofi=lying roohs i cnes,titnlﬁglt_
eaLner wost u. the Liiling would Lave to Be dang in .__M
ihore 13 LRITON Gha S.uT@UBLYy row ik talus at *
the cill sl cam owen JurFned oy the snovacus wsee s dl
hicn bay thoa Jzos woove ana its character &3 SN
12l wor't could peo Jdome an TN
aouv. 0 twnr cucceleps’ "cave" (hich WAS deSOTTDOESEES qr

failen

Cotia e ioni 0u Lue 1921752 seusen im piftly blocked withistones sad
$40/2dy. wTe 1 JeBULNT, B8U TOCLE ot Lue salrence ss wells

Linuuiyg coudu ouly oo ef.ected in the most excep
swel.s Jruu.zah'a‘& ason, tue foot of the olifls anﬂ
of ‘he J;euu b gulchesgbut <ith cure 1% was p”‘
in with the sauip's iifeboate
“GJe Jesucaene lslende ‘
T..o isleuc iies about 30 miles BE of Barien I
the swwe distance froa Ses Lion Iumﬁi |
miles i'ro. the searest secure lnubg!&wndP‘
i8s souwewhat soarer io uot a safe
Tue ua,o on wales lending tan&d‘






ﬁﬁﬁlll—ﬂlvl been arrived at by
: uiﬁh&!"ﬂf %a' Report on tue Fur Seals
1@ thﬂ Pz&bilﬁf Illauus by “essrs.0sgood,Prevle an

Purzliers
I .recognise that there is a uiflersnce in habitat and to somé

extent in banit vetween the two spucies,bul their .reeding haoltg
apart rrom tae uifferonce im the sise of Lue hLareus,and the jeaer
al course of tieir life history are s¢ ciose tuat I consider that
Thie procesuin. is justifisple,perticularl;, so if i¢ is corne in
mind that if tuese (i :res bau uwot ueen useqy ther: is no other
pethod by wiicu an even a ro.jsave estisele ol tuie sopuiatios ia
biie coiony cuold wave cecs L@ub; 1 do sot coasider that the

figures Le:e give. for the loczl perd ecau r:ascuasly be cousiderdsl

o ve avsolucely aceurnte vut Teei cea iue.t Tau% the, are saf-
ficientl) ciose to realitv, Lo oe saitavle for tus pr.ossat  ur.cse

aAllovancsd Hus LEBH Laue JOor tae L& Ziat previoss to the
BRAN0L GRS TYT cunsiceration taers Lue adY sevu ag, gselective kKili=
in, oi tue coioniel seel,iu iihe avsence ol ». ch the Lherd should
oontain e prosiustely ouusi LULUATS of eucu SO
B The pups oi tue Elep.ani Jason Rookery muausored 400,ti0s g
pu She Volunteor Rocks 50ywiica numoers on a usinimum estimate giwsg

Sotals ut eacu place of 1544 and 193 seal res ectively,the posui-~

itiea of Zird Isiend wvas estisated as 506 at the tius of uy stay
thnapycb that apart froa beaucheae Islani tue total herd ies 2237

unnbor vory muoh lower ithau any srevious satimate

E@ﬁ;»ﬁt@iu&tod ratn of iugrease of cows at the Privilef




P.ozonﬂp.&oi

.

P: YBeTacie
ﬂ$a4gs. alde

ﬂ:ﬁ ﬂi‘h the 12 umm, for ‘tue

per of cuws aswounvs %o 40 cuils.

es ecved iucrease in the nums
Tue Pritiloef Islund Report
auﬁgaatu that for the veunelit of tue virg.n co's spure bulls

shoula be ressrved ia the proportiosn of one for every four

e e
1}

barst bulls,wuich ip the ca ® of tue Jul' ianu Islaad Seal at the

Elepuant Jeson vousid outei. tue pregcuce of a Fariner 10 making

& total of 50 vulls to ue reservec LoT nOoLl S0«
@Yo Bow tusse 50 us; .o ascumed to be deri ed frow tue uns

of 191 7,and since in 1522 400 pu 8 wor orn it cannot Le ecomn-
sidered to ve en spdercastinaie o e posucacion if is sssau-
ed tha. th.: vas the puswes born iu 1%17. Jein: tue Prisilod
Ialands deat. raves iv appears taoel L0 tuer 200,i.0. oue
half,ualie pups ia 1917,0y Deceuver 1923 72 may oo ex ected teo
Burvives

1917 : 200 oorn.

1915,&;‘3-;'R‘ .';i:;'x-’-;,’-.\ jear 50% 100 survivas

1919ydeath retey2ndeyear 15% 65 murviie.

1520, decilie Tategrd.year 103 16 zurvive. 4

1921 deat raie,d4th.yoaxr 5% 72 survive.
1522,n0 deatus siioved lor 72 survive
1923,n0 deatus allioveu .or 72 survivee

This gives & residue at siz years old of 72 sdult malessand

i the 50 re ulres for orescdin

these ropresest 23 out of Vo t.ree year olu seal w.ich could he:

At this raticeof 23
cows the wiole herd atn ﬁhg

are deducived a surpius of 22,

.

kisled sicuout deiriwest to tue herds
killﬁn&a seal for every 400 brosding

s \

_Ig o the season 1922/23 coalu save ylelded 33 a;;g_!gpLh



:*hlman at morw:l priceos for
fm,mﬁ- Mi ’E‘ﬂ £105 £n the second yeur,whica is
little .ore tuan W% S She estisaied oost of the .roiestion

. schene for 1943 (R4494) and 1% is cloor thet oven sfter 10 years

T.¢ percesta e would not be grealer by any lusorinn ¢ aunounte

50, The prospects ollereu .y the eustaviisanest of an arti-
ficiul poljyemy wa, now ve consluered.
nothiang is kbown a8 to tas .exiwum sexual capsci y of the
& Falliland Islend ur Seal:oi 2ird Islan. ocne wi- was observed
MiPedazo/2c with %5 feunies (2 with 50) eo thet it is srovacie tuat iven
R‘*’“’f" st the opporvunity & poiygemous asfit ve id 0o auo tede
.In the Pribilof Islanue e sug estec optipum nu.oer of couws
{40) im known to oe for celow tue waximuw capacity ef tue uales,
abd lale ovulls sare stuceu to o8 usalracle iu tie .rc ortion of
?&cﬁ@p;%bﬁ. one for every four sare. wulise
Sle A% this rate tue Eiephant Jascu Roo ry would revuirs
only 10 sales Lfor ites <00 covs and 3 spare ocuils or the wir_ in
e{m,na.&;in,g fifteen in all:wit. asn sooual desth ra of 14% thooe
would recuire a resexrve of 2 anu sincecors may ove e..ected to
erease atv Uhe rate of 6% annually oue more Lu 1 would-be re-
quired for nest season 8¢ thatl a total rezerve of 3 nmles would
be .roquired Jor nekt seascs im adaition vo tue vulls for the
brecdin,. couse Even aliowing a doeatu raie of on: seal in six

sunuslly from e eud of Lhe third jyear 70 of tue 76 turee year

- olus of 1920 &t vhe Elepusut Jesou or 101 for the eatire herd
“eouls bave vesu Lilledjvesides tuesc a ueurly ejual nusber of

and four year oide could aeve ceo. “ii.ea ond 91% of the.

",_i sJer Lae #uvle aera ol 959 shimsybutl in the.

'annuer azenudxnm 161 by omiy about tfiﬁ_qag;'



-‘H By' MM“# Buthtﬂud Parkeyr,Deputy Chair-
mem of the Fur Secsion of the Locden Chmmcer of Counerceyand
was writies vefore the Europesun Ware

"Far S&tl“m--nita Tae ;excegtion of the piec! o;.“ti'ae Lovos
Ygeais the fur of the souluern see seals is ver: poor and
"suitevle onl; for the cheapeat uur . ete”
It does not thorefo.e seem wise Lo c.uni on
than £3 lorf the best Faul land Island 8 ins.

236 T.e putrel vessel was sctuall en.ajed on tue wor'. of
gealing for 77 days duriag vuleh 71 tons o coul were burned,if
the cost of the Jason guard is exnciuded und oniy tho cost of the
vessel for that proportion of a year and only tue cost of the
cosl actunally burned om the worl. are taten cuio account the ex=
deuditure was £1027,a sum whaien could not e covered by the sale
of seniakins evea aiter te. yearas of care ul manageuente (Conl
soste acout £5316 ser ton ot Stan.oy Gelefs)

D4 Tiis seasons vor. coupeis we Lo Jorm tue eoa;é;.usion
that tuere is mo prosgect of Bo aw.il o herd of seal ap 'that
%the Faliiend Isienus being avle to sup ort ¢.e cosc of Lue pro-
ﬁction scucue wlbhin 2 recs.nonle Liud. At £3 er skin an
aunnsl yield of 1496 skins ve.ild be pecessury snu this ilwplies a
beyd of over 3030060 seal end ai hly poly cwous al thals
25 Tue various courses whica micht e pursued apart from

the complete abendenin. of the scieme are tue foliowinge

AsContinustion of roteciion uiticut em aiteps to im- v

terlere witi. tue herd. This is not Jesirable om

from tue point of vies of tio seul tnouselves siace

'm' gmma of super:iuous .oies is mexieu!m

& price of more:
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GRACE FUiE

319/25. ! Z :

GOVIIURIENT [0S,
STLUIEZ,

261;?1 A 12'1‘11 7 1 "7(33 L]

Iy Lord ko,

Hith peforeuce ta ny deagpatelr 170, 1310
of tho 13th of sSeptomboer, 19022, [ have o honow to
trananit, herowitii, 8 Peport by . Te e [mnditon,
goveriont latwallat, on his investimmilons, for the
period fian Octover, 15292, Lo lerch, 1923, in
comection with e Vo 2oni of tho Ieliziand Inlonds,

£, Yhege invostigatlons ghow thsld thie actual
e off thwe Dy scel vomlailion, aiihoufds it cunnol
be steted vAth soumdlete acowngy, 1o voyy rnich losd
than BARs bHeon Indicatwd in carlicr roporide. Fithorio
rougi eatdnntes ieve waen glvon of tha eyt of aoaly
wmlerr ohgovvation 1la the wnder and on thie rookeries.
inte Homilton'ec caloulationg sre bassd on & osonmi of

the wapa and I an of opinion, after hoving visitod

Yiemhwnt Jeson Island, ind Island and Tolunmbuop BEoelp
& 2 ]

wet tho £ gorld hwerds ot thoso roolariocsg 3o not ozeoe

the nwiborg glvon in paragoanh 47 of the revort.

d

Jde I Beg o proquest thot on ny arelvel in Fngiond

I may bo alforded an opponrtiid Lty of digeusding the

quoatlon o thg yrotesction of the Sur sgals.

anve thoe Lonom* L0 Lo

bl

My Lomd Yo,
vour ograce's most obedlont,

rble govrvant,

IR OF LEVONEHIRE,
PeCay Halley fielal'alfoy GellaYelley J. [Hddleton,
SLOBETARY F BTATE FOR

TiE COLOLT G
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SULGCHETED PRCGRAE OF WORK In CONL-CTICW
Ve IT.[J. J}Ulk U.Lllll-l 19(""’_1(:\

ek

180 Deembr. Proceecd Volunteer Rocks, survey Rookerr.

€Y

9

aeisslf breeding started, ettenpl to enumnerate
DO = and harem dulls, noting nunber ol cows
(or pups) to each bull.

A,

WECTEC D seen 11 s halFrvul 18

(Sipe | (4]
=}
O

reerwolds, efter killing, des
i cHS v pessible.
B kEBreeding es not started Iewurend reyisiu

cgbout & weeil lelexr:

w

14th Decbr. rroceed Flephant Jeson Rookery sndé repeal proce
GREFCRETOE 25 S vee s gits ey et kIllady

1904,

lstadanuery ., +FPocees »d Islend and Cealichene Island.
et T, W ela ndes =B yeE T olgstmey be, Bl ed.
& -4, 6 five ené 20 wigs.

Drawn -1p by Lr. damilton 1zZth sov. but not signed.
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FITRACT TROW WHCTS HURE MY SEQUETEDY O
SYATR'S DRSPATCH Mo. ©3 of the 29th of

Cetober, 1023. filed in W.P. 344/22.

Fur Sealg, Talklard Islands.

Tne new papers subnitted on this subject sre

b
0
o
o]
93
'_l

0 1adrable lmportance, and the reasons steted
on pp-2,9 of the Director's Eeport, Sunen1610922 ey
24 June Z2: 35) for regarding the informaticn as
con{ idential stiil exist. Mr.Pamilten's Peports

!/ . « 1. . ]
\4f.c, D2¢) on ais own otservations made Jurine twme

seasons show thal a2 consideratle nucleus remaing of +he

4 1
grezt

ierds od Tur feals which formerly frequented the

[ O

Soutnern seas: and in 8ir Bidney's opinion, they sive
gubstantial reason for thirkine that the contiruesd
growtn of the nerds could te sncourared hv proper
managenent. The Fepert state that a cuard has bheen

)

sstakblished on the most important lecality, and that a

patrol-vessel is employed in preventing poachine, of
whicii there seems to have been no recent case.

The general result of Mr.Familten's
ocservaticns is to confirm the view that the Southern
Fur Seal resembles the Nortn Facific species in its
habits. In his earlier report he states that it is
definitely polygemous, a herd of 5C cows and 2 bulls

having been observed, although the propertions of the

two sexes seems to vary on diffsrent ®rookeries® znd at
¥

different times. Thers is evidence of seprecation of

the individuals in definite groups, the immature males,

for instance, not associating with the btreedins celony,

the localitiss are as a rule 1ifficult of access,
landing veing impossible on most occcasions and in any

case not easy.
The



L

The Fur fea (ﬂWMmmbll s_australis) c
readily distinguished from the Sea Lion (Ctaris
witn which it associates, by its differsnt wey

diving, and nale Fur feale can ‘e distinguishe

an ve
byronja)
of

d from the

femeles of the same species, even when swimming, bty a

difference in tre shape of the head. Tnese sre ypoints

~ Uy L&)
i

of practical importance. Thne

L

L

o,

‘ea Lion msy 2lso be

pclyganmous, a narem of atoub a dozen cows having been

cbserved, Lbut it is apparently scmetimes monosarous.

This syecies occurs in great nurbers ir the ¥

S L 1

and Mr. Hamilton states that

2lllaniy

Jamases fussac orass or

randers it unfit For censumyption by Jomestic animals

He sugrests that its numbers micht he raduces,

proceeds (from the 5i1) misht with sivantase b

for the pretsction of the Tur feal.

- ]

In his later Resport M~.Familicon states

treeding of the Fur Jeal had not conmenceld on

(]

and no pups wers observed In another locality

and the

e used

that
Novertrar £

on

December 2. He mentions the fact, however, that harems

werse in existence on Tecembsr 12th durine an i

Bl

nspection

he made in 1919.  On January 17 (1923) the harems had

slready broken ug, snd the pups were seerezated

" k] L

pods® of varying size. The breeding colonies were

one part of the island, and the majority of th

elsewhere. The pups were mostly ashore, swirmm

surface pools and readily taking refuge under

rock when disturbted; occasionally makine short

ae S

[
=

e others
ine in

ledzes of

excursions to the sea, and keepine close to land., At

this ace (atout five wesks) they are clumsy sw
The number of Sea lions is recarde?
Yr.Hamilton as a serious feature. They ocouypy

sites for rreeding purposes and have nsrems of

irrers.
by
lond.
various

gizes,



€.

sizes. The treeding males sre hichly aceresive, &

[a]

%ea Licn was orbserved to chase and caleh a Fur Teal yur,
tut no evidence was obtained bthat this species Jdevours
young Fur feals. Mr.Pamilton adheres to his former
reccomendation that the fea lLions might with advantase
te exterminated.

Py exemination »f skulls Mr.Hamilton
concluded that females rear pups at three years, ani
that fertilisaticn rust therefore occur in their second
year. iales are adult at six vears. Yearlinegs ars not
ruch birger than purs, but can Ye distinevished bty *he
character of *their sking. The male can re recoenisad

1 )

by skull-characters even in the sec

Q
D

rid year.

in the course of his investications
Mr.Mamilton killed €0 Fur Seals at cone rookery, hy
means of rifle-fire which zlarred the rest of the herd
to & sariocus extent. A certain nurber of the yurs were
tranded.

The Feport concludes with a consideration of
the economic aspects of the question. Calculations
based on the results obtained bty American cbservers
with regard to the Fribiief Islands herds, are given of
the vossitle rates of increase under different conditions,
and of the nurmber (very small) of seals which could be
killed annualy, without injury to the Colony. Quotine
the 'Fncyclopaedia Britaunica', he states tha! the
fur of the Soutliern sypecies is of poor quality, and trat
the average value cf a skin cannot be estinated ss more
than £3. Taking this into account, he concludes that

so snall a herd cannot ba expected to surrort the

y

protective rmeasures necessary, within a reasonable
period. He thinks that it would be deuirakle to

encouraee



e.

encourage an increase of polysamy, if it were yossible,

but that a policy of non-interference with the herd
would continus the present condition of a superfluity

of males whnich Interfers with treedine.

Mr.Jdamilton's later Feport takes a
despondent view of thne futurs of the Tur feal colony of
the Falkland Islsnds, tut Sir Sidney is not convinced
thattinis conclusion is warranted Ly the facts. The

fellowing flgures may be quoted rom pp.106,110 of the

'Rapert of the Interdepartmental Conmittes on Research
and development in the Dependencies of the Falkland

Islands' (1920, cwd.8%7). The nunter of Fur Seals taken
I tone South Metlands in 1P21-22 was estirmted Ty
Veddell as 220,000, and the speciss thersugpor hecame
almost extinct in that lecality, where, however, a
certain number still survived as late ag 187374,
Feddell's estimate is alone sufficisnt to establish the
1 their Teperiencies
ars capatle of supporbing a large pepulatvicn of Fur
Seals, and it is most important to conbtinue the attempt
to re-establish sometihing ayyproaching the former
conditions. 1t is not likely that the Fur feal industry
can be rade self-supperting for some time to come, and
in Sir Sidney's opinion it would te most unwise to
attempt to make it so. If the expense of protecting

the nerd is too large to te torne b Covernment of

e
=
[¢7]

tne ralklani Islands, he thinks that it should te
supported out of Impsrial funds. The direct cost of

the



¢

he patrol-veasel, so Tar esg its seal-vrclectine work

is concerned, is estimated by ''r,Familton at only
£102%7; and albthough btiiis doss not represent the entirs
experd iturs necessary, the total amount would in any
case ke comparatively smail. It would surely te

)

unwise to relinguish the attempt Lecause success is
not immediately in siznt. A further arsgument which may
be urged against thie hunting of seals at the present
time is that the attenticn of ypoachers would thus te
called to the existence of the nerd, in a way which
right result in their particiyation in the irdustry.

L8 tearine on this questicn, the Tireclor wishes to
sugrest triat tne suypesed inferiority of scuthern skins,
as compared with those from thie north, need nol

perhars be asccepted without further enmulry. It is
well known that the fur has a finesr oualitv in vouns
individuals than in 0ld spacirens of the iderthern Fur

1

feal, and it may e sugcested that the averace value cf
the Southern skins is probably tased on a yeried when
indiscriminats killing occured. A restriction of the
killing to "bachelors”, as in the Pritilel Islands,
might well result in an increase of tne average value
of a skin.

The conditicns described bty Feddel existed

o™ -
1

at & time when the numvers ol the Fur Teal herds were
controllied merely by the ferces of Nature. "liese
cond it ions might e re-established now, and Jir 8ijney
is inclined to think that the most expedient policy
would be one of passive protection, without any
attempt to increase the sxtent of polyegamy Yv killine

surerfious males. It is obvious from Mr.Pamilton's

sccount



sccount that the use of rifles seriously alarms the
breed ing colony, and that it might easily result in the
forsaking of the rooksries. Considerire the facts that
Fur Seals and Gea Lions lived side by side refors the
Tur Seals were alwmost exterminated Ly human agency,
and that the rur Ceals were not thus prevented from
existing in very large numbers, it is not clear that
the distructicn of the fea Lions is necessary for the
recovery of the Tur feals. It is possitle thst the
extermination proposed would se zlarm *Ye Tur “eals as
to clear them completely ocubt of the localities which
they at present frecuent.

It may be noped trat some of the menters of

th

41

fortheomine "Tiscovery” Fxyped ition will ve akla 4o
zive svecial attention *e the Tur feal problem, an’ in
the meantime the Tirsctor would make the following

rec cranendat lons s«

(1) That the Colonial Office te urced as strongly
as possible to continue, and il necessary, to extend
the protective measures already in force.

(2) That the policy of kunting Fur Seals, in order
to obtain funds wnicn could te applied towards the
reduction of the cost of the protective measures is to
bte deprecated in censideration of the small nuwrer of
tnese animals known to exist at present.

(3) That the experimental killine e discon*inued
except so far as is ahsolutely necessary In order *o
trovide material for scientific study.

(4) That no attempt be made at present to
exterminate the fea lions,; and that if it should ke

decided
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decided to reduce their numbers on the rockeries, every
precaution should be taken to avoid disturbing the
treeding Tur Seals.

(5) That Reports be made annualy of the condition
of the Fur Sezl herds.

(6) That the experiment, previously contemplated,
of intreducing Fur Sealsinto leocalities formerly
frequented by them be, if possitle, carried out. It
would be specially desiratle tc transport Fur Teals from
trie Falkland Islands to seme of the o0ld rookeries of
the South Chetlands.

(7) That the recovery of the Fur feal herds
is unlikely to tzke place and to be maintained 1
sealirg is carried out to 2 large extent; ani that
the Colonial Office be invited tc give this matter
their further consideration, when the time seems

¥ o

tropitious for doing so, with the view of

|

2
S IR

fan

ne
vhether it is possible to take any action fer securing

International agreemeut on the subject.

e -

£ o

Te examination of future fnnual Peports
should ghow whether there is any gign cf the increase
of the breeding colonies. If this were to take rplace,
and the rookeries in use at vresent were to tscems

unduly crowded, it may be anticirated that some of the

o

0le

]

Seals would spread to other rockeries, and that th
treeding localities, even in the South Fhetlands, micht

become re-stocked by natursl means.
y

The Dirscter asks the permission of the
Trostees to Forward a copy of this Feport te the

Colonial QOffice.
(%Q) &.F.Varmer.
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Turing the trip I saw a larse numter of
sea lions. From Voluntesr Pocks to Salvador
Waters I saw along the beaches from a distance
of 1 to 3 miles, through zlasses, not less than
1,600 lions. An insgection from the land would
multiply this number severzl times. At various
places along the shores and rocks of the whole
run these animzls were pressnt. The outer tussac
Island in Port Will iam swarmed with them zs we
passed in on the 19th on our return.

I am,
ir,
Your obedient servent,

(sed) &. G. Fennett
Bsst. Naturzal ist,
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STANTFY,

21st March, 1024,

Sir,
With reference to the Tuke of Pevonshire's
desyateh, No. 25 of the 29th of Octorer, 1023,
forwarding a report tv the Tirector of the
Pritish Museum (Natural Historv) on Southern

"haling and fealing, 1 have the honour to trans-

mit the attached copy of 2 note by Mr. J. F.
Hamilton, Government Naturalist, commenting on
the subject matter of the report and of the

letter which accompanied it.

Pt Ray 24 2. I enclose alsc a copy of a report written

by Mr. A. G. Bennett, Assistant to the Government
Naturalist, on a visit made by him to the Fur
Seal Rookery at the Jason Islands recently. There
appears to be little doubt, from reyports received
from this and other sources, that the number of
the fur seal is increasing at the protected
rookery; Mr. Pennett estimates that there were
not less than six thousand seals there in
TPecember, as against the 2,237 estimated bty Mr,
Hamilton in the previous January.
THF RIGHT FONOCURARLF
JOHSTHOMAS, . B.Coy ML Py,
SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THR COLON IFQ,

S
.



ENCLOSURE_TO FAIXLAND ISLANPS DRSPATCH Wo. %7 of the
@ 21st, of March. 1924.

Note by Mr. J. T. Vamilton. Covernment

Naturalist, commenting on the Rayport,

by the Tirector of the Pritish Museum

on Jouthern Mhaline and %ealine. 3ated

S e TR Y Ly S DA L

Paracsraph 2. It cannot, I would sugeest, he daubted
that the question of internationzl serzasment
with reference Lo the pelaszic control of whaling
and sealing will eventually ve necessary, and
that it must pley 2 large part in the final
settlement of the problems connccted with the
subject .

Paragraphs These are a digest of my reports on the

I¥60. ho
Fur Seal of the Falkland Islands. Amone the
points dealt with is the interrelation of the
Fur Seal and the fez lion; and in this connection
I would venture the remark that I have never
advocated the general =xtermination of the Tea
Lion as may be concluded from the last sentence
of paragrapn 7. My opinions were expresse]
only in so far as this species exists on the

few places where there are FTur {eal Rookeries.

Paragrapn 11. It, is certainly clear that the Colony
and Dependencies could support a large Fur Seal
population if it could be established.
The estimate of £3 per skin is based on
the average prices which have been obtained for

Falkland Islands skins in the past.

Paragrapn 12. Since for many years sealing in the
Falklands has been conducted by means of fire
arms and the form still persists, I would submit

that/

ui
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that serious apprehension need not be enter-
tained that their farther use in the removal
of Sea Lions would be likely to damace the
Fur Seal Rookeries.

Paragraph 18, i :
line 12 from tottom. It is stated in the Peport on the Fur

Seal of the Pritilof Islands (1914) that the
northnarn syecies has exceedinely stronz instinets
and relatively small intelligence. That this

is true also of the local form is borne out by
the tenacity with which it adheres to its

remz ining haunts in spite of z2lmost continuous

persscution for many years.

So long as present conditions continue it
will not be possible to kill seal in the Colony
without thne use of fire arms, but if these sre
of the proper sort and carefully used the

digturbance nay be minimised.

I would rer to state continuved atherence
to my opinion that the presence of “ea Lions
actually on the same rocks s the Fur feal end
sometimes with harems in the middle of the
breeding Fur Seal, cannot Yub te Jdztrimental te
the amzller species on account of the egreatly
superior size and strength of Ctariz.

ilote on the letter dated the 1st of
August, 1923 .
Paragrayh 3- In 1920/21, 11,700 barrels of elerhant

seal 0il were produced in Kerguelen. On a
basis ¢f Z barrels rer seal this represents the

killing of 5,850 animals.

In 1921/22 there was no killine but in
1922/25, 14,000 barrels were produced from say

7,00(\/’_ L "
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7,000 seal.

These expeditions are conducted ty Mesars.
Irvin and Johnson and start from Saldanha Pay,
Cape Colony, the sezson teing November to

March

Additional nete on the occurrence of

Fur_Seal in the Tevendenc ies !Epu@h

Shetlands.).

I have been informed to-day thaet in 1905
the schooner "Fdith E. Balcom" of Falifax, N.%..
Pupe (rt) Palcom, Master, after a five days'
run with a fair wind from Punta Arenas, reached
South Shetlands. At that glace there were
secured ty clubbing and therefore on the land, 61
Fur Secl: on account of the length and ocuality
of the fur a price of £11 per skin was secured
when ordinary South Atlantic skins were worth

£G/- each.

N - .
{S’Q:d} :}rn F- }am11+0n,

Government Neturalist,

13+h Morch, 1024.




Pnclosure o, 2 to Falvland Islands Tespateh VMo, 77

of the 21at of Mapeh. 1924,

Beport bty Mr. A, G. Pennett, Assistant to the

Covernment Naturalist, on his insvection of the

Jagon Fur Seal Hookery.

“tanley,
To the Fonourakle
the Celonial

o
[V

St

Following your instructions I proceeded in
"Afterglow” on the 15th to inspect the Jason Fur
Zeal Rookery.

The Rookery was reached in ideal weather shortly
after ¢ a.m. ot the 17th. On our avvrozch grest
nuriters of seal lsft the rock for the water. The
boat was lowered, & breeze started from the ".F,
After pulling round a landing was made on the N7,

side.

At this spot two half bulls were shot to pravent

accidents. 8o also were all sea lions visible from
this spot. On mounting the rock puys were thickly
strewm protected by btulls. The cows and young males
had taken to the water.

The two seals killed were got into the bhoat
and as the weather was just starting to get bad the
"Afterglow” whistled for our return. We got on
board none too socon for the wind,

A count could not ke made under the conditions
but from the mass that left the rock, and the pups
and bulls that remained on the small part of the rock
that I could see, I feel certain that not less +than
€,000 seals could bhe there,

Marine/

reoretany . 2oth Tecember, 1

23



3. I greatly doubt whether the authorities
at the British Museum (Natural History) have any
conception of the excessive number of seas lions
on the coasts of these islands or of the serious
damage done by them to the stocks of feodder for
the farms. Farmers oo to orezt expense in plant-
ing tussac on their islands and are fortidAden by
law to kill these anirals, which render larce areas
uselesg,  The Government has bteen comrelled, in
some cases, in the interest of the stock owners,
to issue permits for killine and driving off the
sea lion, btut the fringe only of the herds is
affected .
I have the honour to bhe,
skl
Your most obedient,
humble servant,

F. Fenniker-Featorn.




