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R.S.S. WILLIAM SCORESBY

28 MARCH 26th 1927

Sir,

With reference to our conversation of 7/3/27 I beg
to submit the following report on the fur seal rookery at
Elephant Jason Island.

The R.S.5. William Scoresby visited Elephant Jason
Island on Feb. 10th to land the Jason guard and I took the
opportunity of visiting the rookery accompanied by Captain Mercer
Mr. Gunther and Mr. John. As mentioned in Mr. Bennett's report
of June 28th 1926 the rookery is situated on a rock about a mile
from the western end of the main island. The weather was fine
and we were able to make a landing.

A large number of seals were on the rock but it was
found extremely difficult to make an estimation of the numbers
present as very many took to the water as we approached and when
we had landed it is probable that many more were in the water
than on the rock.By counting the number of seals however which
occupied different areas and judging the proportion these bore to
the total number present the population of the rookery was
gstimated at 3-4000. Of these probably 800 - 1000 were sea lions
adult and young and 2 - 3000 fur seals. It should be emphasized
however that these figures are very rough and could hardly form
a basis for a reliable numerical comparison with the numbers
reported during recent years. One might say however that there
was no evidence of any striking alteration in the number of fur
seals since the visit reported on by Mr. Benneft in June 1926.
Account should perhaps be taken of the size of the rock on which
the rookery is situated. This is actually quite small and may set
a limit to any further increase in the size of this particular

rookery. I should mention that at one point on the main island



2.

we saw about 200 fur seal and a few sea lions.

Another point which should be commented on is the
number of sea lions which were observed at the rookery. Mr.
Bermett mentions that only five were present on the occasiem
of his visit in June, while Mr. Hamilton, in his report of
April 20th 1923, states that in January 1923 " there were many
male sea lions with harems of various sizes ...." It seems
probable therefore that the number may vary according to the
time of year. At the same time the great number inhabiting the

rock at present is a point which deserves some consideration.

I am Sir,

Yours faithfully

—=

The Hon. Colonial Secretary

Port Stanley



143/ 27.

Sir,

30th March, 27.

I am directed by the Acting Governor to

acknowleige the receipt of your letter of the

26th of lfarch, 1927,

relative to youwr visist

to the Fur Seal Roogery at Elephant Jason

“JIsland, an: 50 expreéss to you His Excellency's

thanks for your useful and intevresting report.

¥. A. iackintosh, Es,;., B.Sc., A.R.C.S.,

R. 3. 8. M™iilliam Sceoresby.”

§

I an,
Sir,

Your obedient servant,

y

/

Aiceting Colonial Secereétary.
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GOVERIGZHT HOUaN,
FALKLAND ISLAKDS. STANLEY,
o, 94, 5y LA e 1 OB <

iy,

with reference to Lisulenant-Colonel
Peattie's despatch, No. 120 of tae l4th of
September, 1976, I have the nonour %o submit the
following report on the condition of the Fur
Zeal nerds in the PFal¥Wlsnd Islends for {he season
1926-1927.

2e o~ 4 wonld ‘explein in the firzi pilsee that
largely on acecount of the feet that the rotrol
beat, H.M.C.3. "afterglow"™, nas veen out of
cormission througnout the pest year it was sgein
impossibie to visit Bird Islénd and Beauchene
Islznd; nor did &ny onportunity occur ior tae
same reason of insnecting the rookery &% the

Volunteer rocis. mvery endeavour to investigate

ths conditions at these localities will be made
during next season.
3e. 0On the-oceasion, however, of the viasit

-
L=

to-the. Gokony et R.8.8. YWillige feoreshy”™ of the
'Discovery' cxpedition .r. ..acXintosh, the csenior
scientific officer on boary, was good enough (O
maxe errangements L0 inspect the rookery at
£lephant Jagon Island and to farnish a report of

which I annex & copy for your infornation. It 1is

S1GHT HONOQURABLLE
v 105 M. Sy MeRY, P.C., BOP.,

SECRETARY OF STavE FOR THE COLONIES.




ppclosure Il

to be regretted that wir. A, G. Bennett, Acting
Governnent laturalist, was absent fros the Falkland
Islands at tie time in his canacity as "haling
Nfficer at the South Thetlands and was thereoiore
unable $0 accomneny ir. rackintosh but I enclose @
copy of his comments on ¥r. Mackintosh's report in
the form of =z minute sddressced to the Colonizl
Seeretary,

4, You will ouserve tihal tnis rookery &apnears
to-be in a flowrisning condition even 1f its incresse
mayshdopresindieed: dnpart brathe compeny of o- ldrec
nunber of sea lionsg. Mere is also every nrobability
that at least one oiner rookery exists in the same
nelghbourhond.

. - T womld edd that the necessary measuras (o
be ta¥en for reducing the sea lions 2¢ this rookery
will receive full consideration and more eaneciaily
in conjunction with Mr.: Davis' application to -kill
sea liomsg for comrercizl nurposes Lf suen is

apnroved by vou in accordance with the recommend-

ation made in Lisutenant-Colonel ldeattle's despalch
QEsbhes DR o 08 aril A1 98T,

6. Such steps as are nractieshle will also De
taken to iavestigate the exlistence o the sub-
sidiery rookery on the main island to which refer-
ence is mede by lur. meckintosh ss well &s of any

other rookeries of whiehi indication may becone

apnarent.

7. 1 would state that during the vesr in view
of “the. iheapecity of M. .8, afterglow” 2 remular
gaard of three men with a gun was mointeined on

#lephant Jason f=aland to nrotect the rooksry against

Poachers /



noachers as renorted in waragravh 5 of Liecutenant-
Colonel Baattie's desnatceh, Mo. 107 of the 14th
of Sentember, 1926. Ho incident of an unusual

nature, hovever, is to be recorded.

I have tae honour to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient,

humble servant,

J. M. ELLIS.




INCLOSHRE Ho, 11 70 FALKLA?

eI BT ASDE

Mo, 94 of the 4%th _of June,

COPY.

‘fjn 11’1. Cv '] v(:GCt.,

Mr, Xaciinvosh hag
the spot and his exXperiences
mine, exceirt tne sew lions.

I would reconwmiend tnat -
of.

rapldly introdace

They take to ¢

friends.

- Y Y
wile LT

Tthere are

L9=7.

wvell descriped

those of

these lions be gol rid

snot and if undisturbed

Care must however bhe texen tihat the ghooting
down of the lions dees' not frighten the fur ssal.

d
It g diffieuli to-sugges

2 method becsuse

of the ¢ondivians thad might be mev. Ceveral days
and several rmen =ouid e necegsary at the Jasons,

The Gazrd might be asked i

nignt nave been heard Irom otlher

the mown rocl, I s3uspect other
+ 7

Jasons 1g rathner

i g g 4

The area of

k3

_'J-‘iGa

;3 "i‘-:".::rl

spots.

cxlensive,

BEEE T,

HATUTRALIST



Stanley.
. 15, August 1929,

S/sbTaps
I beg to attach my reports on the Tur-sgeals,end on

Sealing Station recently visited in S8 Fleurus.

I am,

Sale

Your obedient servant.
|,

Sealing Officer.,

Te the Fonourable

The Colonial "Secretary.

the



Stanley.

14, th August 1929,

Sir, v
Following your instructions I left Stanley in SS"Fleurus'" on
the 5th to inspect the Fur-seals.For the information of H,E, the

Governor,I beg to report the following:-

Leaving the harbour of Port Stephens at Sam on the 8 th,we
steamed up tc Bird Island at 8am.!he ship was fairly close in,and
with the aid of glasses several Fur-seal o uld be seen on the beach
and many more on higher ground.Cwing to the deep vegetation,and the
uneven surface of the ground it is but reascnable tc presume that

many times tne number of Tur-sedls were present to those actually
seen, Scattered about in groups I saw not less than 40.0n higher
land was a large group cf seals which I tocok to be Sea-lions,

Cn Sunday .the 11 th,we left Carcass Iad at Tam,and in fine
weather visited the Elephant Jason Fur-seal rookerys The ncrthern
side of the rcck was first explored from a distance of over a mile,
This side is the highest,and at the breeding time the most thiclly
populated,On this cccasion scaxcely a ssal was present.Ve avproached
nearer teo the rock on the western,and scuthern sides.,On this side
The whole rcck was thickly covered,and in the gulches Fur-seal were

tightly packed,Counting was quite impossible,but I estimate with

all dve reserve,that between 5000 and 6000 were on the rock at that
time,I have not before seen the rock so densely covered,

On previous visits the apprcach of a wat has caused the majeri-
ty of seals to flee to the water;cn this occasion scarcely a seal
moved,while the blowing of the ships whistle failed tc have any

effect. I consider this to be sufficient evidence against any recent

roaéhing,

We approached Stanley from the North and passed the volunteer
rccks at something like three miles,At this distance very little
can be seen even through good glasses,Although the snip was Jumping

heavily,I made cut several seals on the fur rcck.I cculd not be

be sure that they were Pur-seals,or could I suggest a number,

No landing was attempted at either spot.The conditions at



& Bird Island was,at the time of passing, ideal for landing. Four
hours later it would not have uveen possibleZ There is no water on

the island.A landiing could have been made at the Jasons with some

difficulty,but no good vpurpese would have been served in the

W¢]

Sealing Officer,

attempt,

14, th ‘August 1929,
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My Loxrd,

Yith reference %0 72, S11i

of the 4tk of June, 1327, I hove tho

Your Lordship that duving the pericd

kent as ¢lese 3 watch as poss

of the Colony. I-mpm gled to say b

inerensing aand thas the orincisel ro

Jason Island, is recovering mapidly

A

the depredations it sulfered ilrom no
Be § onclose @

Government Wetwrslist, on o vegend v

ibic over
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BOVIIIDLNT HOUGE,

¥ o
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208th sugust, 1989,

s's desputceh, ¥o, 94

honour o invorm
intoyveoning I have
the fur seal hordo
wie nwethars aPo

okory on Hlouhant
from the effects o
achers iun the past.
Bemett, bfeting

iJlL (¢ Lion ]

in my opigion @né that of M. Sennctt, Blephent Jason
rookery: has reoachedl the stege when it is ncecessary io
oxploit it. Thizs will be to the zadveniage not only

the rookery but to tho rovenus of th

tho

wrofore,

curranoc,  to:effer & licence for. the

v

¥alkland Islands Sealing Compony

>l

tha

gauls Lron Zlevhent Joson Islondég, on

statod in the sccompanying cnclosure,

fuerthernecre, to grant she Company

heir seal, which are 8 menace and an

fur seal, in the wvielnlty of the roo

of 2 llsonce, In this conncetion

sbonticn to Mr. Bllisf®s reoaris in

desputeh under roeferonce.
e I oam opanguire enoush to bol
of this
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0 Oonis ..A\,
= 1

¥
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ou L-»..J.J.L.-

ol e Ry v
wieh Feunr

Iary duriug &

pEra.

eauerinent will lead o en i

o Colony a8 well,
Lor&ship's con-
preseat sehson ©
t0 take 2,000 wale
the condltlons

I rnronose,

porriission to kill =il

tagonistic o the

na period
I wouldé invito

craph 4 ool the

ieve that the vosuly
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in the new sealing industry so lotely ectablishoed in
the Colony. This undertaking is of vitel luportsnce
as it opong up an additionad source of revenue in
addition to thut roceived from sheep=Torming on which
the pronperity of the Colony Gt proscnt solely denends.
H5., I =hwll be groteful if I noy be informued of
Your lordshin's doclsion by telezrom in order that fSue
terns of the licence which I huve resson (o suppose

will »rove acceplable to the Conpoany ney be communioated

-

inTinitely vo thom as early as noscible,
I hove the honour to be,
Ity Lozd,

Yonr Lordshin's moat
obedient, hunble servant,

ARNOLD HODSON .,
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e

. IMELLTME HG, TI T0 FALEL WD T4J. MNDS DESPATCH, No. 1883

of the 28th of jurust, 1980,

CURDITIONS QF PRCPOSED LICEWCN.

1. That a feo of 2200 is peid on the issue of the
licenca.

8, That a royelty of /= i3 peid on cach soul tuken.

3. That tho licence is valid for one sowson only,
nomely, from the 16th of December, 1983, to tho
Slst of Janunry, 1930, and ;“ﬁlLOm solely to
Blephant Jeuson Rookery.

de it ths mwabar of fur senls kilied siinll not
exeand 2,000,

5., That the seals ere illed in o humsae foshion widh
ag livsle shocting and disturbancs oi the herd
as possinle,

{fe chd zpo;}a” i}:‘* . Thet no immature seals or femtles sro killed.
age i o)

prrid . 7. Thet st isaat 108 of the adult meles are left on
Sﬁ”jﬁﬂduf%'“” o & the rookery.

ko TRKE ssmc 5..:

' beast 2 8y That & full redturd is nado sbhowing the nuwbar of
o s souls killad.

P« Thet the oparutiong conducted under the licence sheall
ve subjoct, if reguired vo Lhe supervision of o
geaoling oificer, appointed by the Covarnor who shall
{ bo ““1ntuinﬁu uot¢l¢J ahd pormcnently on bosrd the
ﬁ vessel employed by the Compeny without aost whatover
I o the Sovernnont.

10, That the lisenge iz zubject to cancell=tion at any
t i’l ')




TELEGRA M &,

' FROM. SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONTIES.
70, H.E. THE GOVERNOR. FALKLAND ISLANDS.

DESPATCHED. 9th October,1929. 1700.
RECEIVED. 10th October.1929. 1025,

9th October. Your despatch 28th August No.188. arrangements will

be made for Hamilton to inspect Rookeries I consider no licence

should be granted until he has reported.
SECRETARY OF STATE.
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,Qii-g? Ao el i @:)
-ﬁ-,-"' 5 ‘5"" };g' ¢ 2 e . b .‘
. N R #0 D gl SPANLIE e 4
J’* i PALKLAND ISLANDS.
& R T 5 ey { 3 ':' ' & - (1%
I?%J .ﬁ Srd.HApril 1930

Dear ir.Darnley,

I am writing this semi-official letter to
you as Chairman of the !'Discovry'Cormittec and as
the writer of the letter dated the Bth.November 1930,
which I received on the 18th of Teoruary this year,
it being then toélate to do any detailed work on rur
Seal this sesson,

I am rather concerned about the suposition
that there may bd Fur Seal in places which are not known

puring the time,1919 to 1924 ,when I was vworking
on the cesls and whales of the Colony I was constantly
on the look out for such' places but neither saw nor
heard of one at any time,farther,I heve never seen seal
at any place far from known rookeries. It is there-
fore my opinion that there does nol exist any unknown
rookery worth considering and indecd I am almost certain
that therenis none at all.

On the 5lst'ﬁecember 1929 I took the I'leurus
to. examine the rookery on the Volunieer Rocks and made
a count of the pups there,being assisted by lir.i.G.
Bennett. Calculations based on this count show that
the rookery has increased by 405 since my last count in
1923,and that there are now 270 seal on it.

Assuming that the same rete of increcase has obtaindg
at the Elephant Jason and Bird Island rookeries,these
have 2162 and 700 seal raespectively,the total being
23122 seal,a number still teo small to jJustify killing.

I considsr that the only suitable policy at present

is a2 continuation of protection.

I would like to state my belief that the expend

1ture of time and money on a special investigation of
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of the Fur Seal here would be unjustified,but that

such expenditure would be productive if directed towards
the research on tihne Sea Lion which shows distinect oro-
mise of results of substantial and conclusive value.

The use of the Fleurus would be more profitably
directed to assisting in this work and as opportunity
offered the Fur Seal could be dealt with in the course
of the work on the Sea Lion,but subsidiary to it.

As to the present value of the two species to the
Colony,therecan be no doubt that the Sea Lion is of
fer greater 1lmportance than the Fur 3eal,since the
former exists in far grester nuwibsers and is the basis
of operztions by the lecal sealing company.

It may be vroner to touch on the subject of the
Elephant 3Seal in the Colony itself,considerable numbers
heving been killed by the sezling comyeny.

Tnls species is cledrly more abundant than has bveen
supposedbut there is no information to show whether the
seal of the nresent day are an endemic race or merely

the overflow from South Ggeorgic. If they breed here

or can be induced to do sc it is clear that they are
potenticlly of great value. It is scarcely necessary
to remind you of the excellent effects which have result
ed from the methods adopted in South Georgia.

Here again detailed work is required ‘or which the
Fleurus would be necessary.

The breeding season of the iilephant S3eal,in Souih
Georgia 8t anyrate,is previous to those of the Ses Lion
and Fur Seal in the Falklands,so that it is very unliked
ly that there would be any overlanning. I would
suggest that the investigation of the local race of

Elephant Seal might be begun this year when the suitable

Jeason
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arrives,prooably CQctober.

I expect to be occupied with work on the Jea
Lion during the intervening months.

I am sending copies of this letter to the
Governor as head of the local Government and as ex-
officio member of the'Discovery’ 3ommittee.aﬁaw;;50

to Dr.Kemp.

\ :
) g With kind regards,
N i I am,
ok o Yours sincsrely,
i) W ; _
.\:',."T ) "': |
. Pr‘. ;
& |
o~ g
{ " '8 { .. 1
{/1‘“‘-\‘ r:"‘. 5 -’rﬁ
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I an directed by the Covernor to express Hig

Expeliency's thanks for the ¢opy handed to =g

U]

yesterday of your letter addressed to Mr. R. baenlay
o the Colonisl Offics end dated the 3rd ol Lpril,
19590, on the subjsst of the fur and other scals in

3 [

tha Failland Islands.

SRk

Your obadient servant,

i@
1
%.

Golonial Secretary.

J. E. Herilton, Tsg.,

Stanley.



