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R.S.S. WILLIAM SCORESBY

28 MARCH 26th 1927

Sir,
With reference to our conversation of 7/3/27 I beg

to submit the following report on the fur seal rookery at
Elephant Jason Island.

The R.S.S. William Scoresby visited Elephant Jason
Island on Feb. 10th to land the Jason guard and I took the
opportunity of visiting the rookery accompanied by Captain Mercer
Mr. Gunther and Mr. John. As mentioned in Mr. Bennett’s report
of June 28th 1926 the rookery is situated on a rock about a mile
from the western end of the main island. The weather was fine
and we were able to make a landing.

A large number of seals were on the rock but it was
found extremely difficult to make an estimation of the numbers
present as very many took to the water as we approached and when
we had landed it is probable that many more were in the water
than on the rock.By counting the number of seals however which
occupied different areas and judging the proportion these bore to
the total number present the population of the rookery was
estimated at 3-4000. Of these probably 800 - 1000 were sea lions
adult and young and 2 - 3000 fur seals. It should be emphasized
however that these figures are very rough and could hardly form
a basis for a reliable numerical comparison with the numbers
reported during recent years. One might say however that there
was no evidence of any striking alteration in the number of fur
seals since the visit reported on by Mr. Bennett in June 1926.
Account should perhaps be taken of the size of the rock on which
the rookery is situated. This is actually quite small and may set
a limit to any further increase in the size of this particular
rookery. I should mention that at one point on the main island 



( 2 )

we saw about 200 fur seal and a few sea lions.
Another point which should be commented on is the

number of sea lions which were observed at the rookery. Mr.
Bennett mentions that only five were present on the occasion
of his visit in June, while Mr. Hamilton, in his report of
April 20th 1923, states that in January 1923 " there were many
male sea lions with harems of various sizes ....” It seems
probable therefore that the number may vary according to the
time of year. At the same time the great number inhabiting the
rock at present is a point which deserves some consideration.

I am Sir,
Yours faithfully

The Hon. Colonial Secretary-
Port Stanley



143/27.

30th March, 27

Sir,

I am directed, by the Acting Governor to

acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the

26th of March, 1927, relative to your visit

to the Fur Seal Rooxery at Elephant Jason

'•Island, and to express to you His Excellency’s

thanks for your useful and interesting report.

I am,

Sir,

Your obedient servant,if
Acting Colonial Secretary.

N. A. Mackintosh, Es^., B.Sc., A.R.C.S.,

R. 5. S. "William Scoresby.”

4



goveriuint how,
STANLEY,

4th June, 1927.

Sir,
■■.1th reference to Lieutenant-Colonel

Beattie’s despatch, No. lr'O of the 14th of
September, 19J-6, I have the honour to submit the
following report on the condition of the Fur
Seal herds in the Falkland Islands for trie season
1926-1927.

2. I would explain in the first place that
largely oh account of the fact that the patrol
boat, H.h.C.S. 'Afterglow ', has been out of
commission throughout the past year it was again
impossible to visit Bird island and Beauchene
Island; nor did any opportunity occur for the
same reason of inspecting the rookery at the
Volunteer rocks. .’’.’very endeavour to investigate
the conditions at these localities will be made
during next season.

3. On the oc union, however, of the visit
to the Colony of R.S.O. 'illiam Scoresby of the
’Discovery’ exoedition ,lr. mackintosh, the senior
scientific officer on boar?, was good enough to
make arrangements to inspect the rookery at
Elephant Jason island and to furnish a report- of
which I annex a copy for your information. It i

to /

BLE
AERY, ?.C., U.,
OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES.



to be regretted that Mr. A. G. Bennett, Acting
Government Naturalist, was absent from the Falkland
Islands at the time in his capacity as "haling
Officer at the South Shetlands and was therefore
unable to accompany Mr. Mackintosh but I enclose a

enclosure II. C°PV his comments on Nr. Mackintosh’s report in
the form of a minute addressed to the Colonial
Secretary.

4. You '. ill observe that this rookery appears
to be in a flourishing condition even if its increase
may be prejudiced in part by the company of a large
number of sea lions. /here is also every orobabilit
that at least one other rookery exists in the same
neighbourhood.

X5. I would add that the necessary measures to
be taken for reducing the sea lions at this rookery
will receive full consideration and more especially
in conjunction with Nr. Davis’ application to kill
sea lions for commercial purposes if such is |
approved by you in accordance with the recommend­
ation made in Lieutenant-Colonel Beattie’s despatch
of the 12th of April, 1927,

6. Such steps as are practicable will also be
taken to investigate the existence of the sub­
sidiary rookery on the main island to which refer­
ence is made by Mr. Mackintosh as well as of any
other rookeries of which indication may become
apparent.

7. I would state that during the year in view
of the incapacity of H.E.C.S. ’'Afterglow” a regular
guard of three men •/ith a gun was maintained on
Elephant .-Tenon Inland to protect the rookery against

poachers / 
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poachers as resorted in paragraph 5 of Lieutenant-
Colonel Beattie’s despatch, No. 100 of the 14th
of September, 1926. No incident of an unusual
nature, hovever, is to be recorded.

I have the honour to be,
Sir,

Your most obedient,
humble servant,

J. M. ELLIS.



ENCLOaiW NO. II TO FALKLAND INLANDS DES.AXTCH,.
No. 94 of the 4th of June, 1927.

CCPY.

O.in.C., Sect.,
Nr. .Mackintosh lias well described

the spot and his experiences there are those of
mine, except the sea lions.

I would recommend that these lions be got rid
of. They take to a spot and if undisturbed
rapidly introduce their friends.

Care must however be taken that, the shooting
down of the lions does not frighten the fur seal.

It is difficult to suggest a method because
of the conditions that might be met. Several days
and several men would be necessary at the Jasons.

The Guard might be asked if Fur-seal calls at
night have been heard from other directions than
the known rock. I suspect other spots.

The area of Jasons is rather extensive.
Please-see minute in 120/26.

(3GD. ) A. G; BKIONTT.
AG. riAfljRATjia



Stanley.

15.August 1929

Sir.
I teg to attach my reports on the Tur-seals, and on the

Sealing Station recently visited in SS Pleurus.

I am,

Sir.

Your obedient servant.

Sealing Officer

To the Honourable

The Colonial Secretary,



Stanley.

14,th August 1929.

Sir.
Pollowing your instructions I left Stanley in SSMFleurusM on

the 5th to inspect the Fur-seals.For the information of H,E, the

Governor,! beg to report the following:-

Leaving the harbour of Port Stephens at 6am on the 8 th,we

steamed up to Bird Island at 8am.the ship was fairly close in,and

with the aid of glasses several Fur-seal could be seen on the beach

and many more on higher ground.Owing to the deep vegetation, and the

uneven surface of the ground it is but reasonable to presume that
many times the number of Fur-sG&ls were present to those actually

seen.Scattered about in groups I saw not less than 40.On higher

land was a large group cf seals which I took to be Sea-lions.

On Sunday the 11 th,we left Carcass lad at 7am,and in fine

weather visited the Elephant Jason Fur-seal rookery^ The northern

side of the rock was first explored from a distance of over a mile.

This side is the highest, and at the breeding time the most thickly

populated.On this occasion scarcely a seal was present.We approached

nearer to the rock on the western,and southern sides.On this side

The whole reck was thickly covered,and in the gulches Fur-seal were

tightly packed.Counting was quite impossible,but I estimate with
all due reserve,that between 5000 and 6000 were on the rock at that

time.! have not before seen the rock so densely covered.

On previous visits the approach cf a bo at has caused the majeri

ty of seals to flee to the water;on this occasion scarcely a seal

moved,while the blowing of the ships whistle failed to have any

effect. I consider this to be sufficient evidence against any recenc

poaching.

We approached Stanley from the North and passed the volunteer

rocks at something like three miles.At this distance very little

can be seen even through good glasses.Although the ship was jumping

heavily,! made out several seals on the fur rock. I could not be

be sure that they were Fur-seals, or could I suggest a number.

No landing was attempted at either spot.The conditions at



Bird Island was,at the time of passing, ideal for landing. Pour

hours later it would not have been possible^ There is no water on

the island.A landhng could have been made at the Jasons with some

difficulty, but no good purpose would have been served in the

attempt.

Sealing Officer.

14,th August 1929
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,T. .;z ,

23th August, 1929a

My Lord,

Nith reference to 'r. Ellis’s despatch, No. 94
of the -Lth of .Juno, 1927, I have the honour to inform
Your lordship that during the period intervening I h“ve
kept as close a watch as possible over the fur seal herds
of the Colony. I am glad to say thoir nvj-ibc-rs are
increasing and that the principal rookory on Elephant

Jason Island, is recovering rapidly f.om the effects of
the depredations it suffered from poachers in the past.

2. I enclose a report by r9 3. Bernett, Acting
Government Naturalist, on a recent visit of inspection.
In my opinion and that of I;t. Bonnett, Elephant Jason
rookery has reached the stage when it is necessary to

exploit it. This will be to the advantage not only of
the rookery but to the revenue of the Colony as well.

3. X propose, therefore, with Your Lordship’s con­
currence, to offer a licence for the present season to

the Falkland Islands Sealing Company to take 2,000 male
seals from Elephant Jason Island, on the conditions

stated in, the accompanying enclosure. I propose,
furthermore, to grant the Company iiormisaion to kill all
hair seal, which are a nonuce and antagonistic to the

fur seal, in the vicinity of the rookery during the period
of the licence. In this connection I would invito
attention to Ellis’s remarks in paragraph 4 of the
despatch under reference.

4. I am sanguine enough to believe that th<- result

of this experiment will load to an important dovolopmont



in the new sealing industry so lately established in

the Colony. This undertaking is of vital importance
as it opens up an additional source of revenue in

addition to that received from sheep-farming on which
the prosperity of the Colony at present solely depends,

5-. I shall be grateful if I nay be informed of
Your Lordship’s decision by telegram in order that the
terms of the licence which I have reason to suppose

will prove acceptable to the Company may be communicated
definitely to them as early as possible,

I have the honour to bo,
...t/ horcij

Yot?.r Lordship’s most
obedients humble servant,

ARNOLD HODSON 



i/iw no. I.-' >.'o isl y»^.:i /?tcx;b No. i:-3

of the 28th of August1929,

coirhtioi:;; o.v isoporrd LIC-rtcr.

That a fee of £200 is paid on the issue of the
licence•

That a royalty of 2/- is paid on each seal taken»

That the licence is valid for one season only,
namely, from the 16th of December, 1929, to the
(51st of January, 19(50, and applies solely to
Hlephunt Jason Rookery8
That the number of fur seals killed shell not
exceed 2,000,

That the seals uro killed in u humane fashion with
as little shootiny and disturbance of the herd
as possible«
That no fa-nature seals or females are killed.
That at least 10;> of th© adult males are left on
the rookery.

That a full return is made ^howin^ the number of
seals killeda

That the operations conducted under the licence rhal-
be subject 9 if required to the .supervision of a
sealinq officer, appointed by the C-ovornor who shall

i be maintained totally and poivac.nently on board the
i vessel employed by the Company without cost r/hatever
j to the Governraont.
That the licence is subject to euneell-.-;tion at any
t iTiie,



TELEGRAM.
FROM
TO.

. SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLORIES.
H.E. THE GOVERNOR. FALKLAND ISLANDS.

DESPATCHED. 9th October.1929. 1700.
RECEIVED. 10th October.1929. 1025.

I
9th October. Your despatch 28th August No.188. arrangements will 

be made for Hamilton to inspect Rookeries I consider no licence

should be granted until he has reported.

SECRETARY OF STATE.





FALKLAND ISLANDS
3rd .April 1930

STANLEY

l&u okJN*,

R>L/J u>l~- >
A» b- W
looo <

Dear Mr.Darnley,
I am writing this serai-official letter to

you as Chairman of the ’Discovry’Committee and as
the writer of the letter dated the 6th.November 1930,
which I received on the 18th of February this year,

i
it being then toolate to do any detailed work on Fur
Seal this season.

I am rather concerned about the supposition
that there may bb Fur Seal in places which are not known

During the time,1919 to 1924,when I was working
on the seals and whales of the Colony I was constantly
on the look out for such1 places but neither saw nor
heard of one at any time,farther,I have never seen seal
at any place far from known rookeries. It is there­
fore my opinion that there does not exist any unknown
rookery worth considering and indeed I am almost certain
that there nis none a’t all.

On the 31st December 1929 I took the Fleurus
tooexamine the rookery on the Volunteer Rocks and made
a count of the pups there,being assisted by lir.A.G.
Bennett. Calculations based on this count show that
the rookery has increased by 40% since my last count in
1923,and that there are now 270 seal on it.

Assuming that the same rate of increase has obtained
at the Elephant Jason and Bird Island rookeries,these
have 2162 and 700 seal respectively,the total being
3132 seal,a number still too small to justify killing.

I consider that the only suitable policy at present
is a continuation of protection.

I would like to state my belief that the expend
iture of time and money on a special investigation of



of the Fur Seal here would be unjustified,but that
such expenditure- would, be productive if directed towards
the research on the Sea Lion which shows distinct pro­
mise of results of substantial and conclusive value.

The use of the Fleurus would be more profitably
directed to assisting in this work and as opportunity
offered the Fur Seal could be dealt with in the course
of the work on the Sea Lion,but subsidiary to it.

AS to the present value of the two species to the
Colony,therecan be no doubt that the Sea Lion is of
far greater importance than the Fur Seal,since the
former exists in far greater nurabaers and is the basis
of operations by the local sealing company.

It may be proper to touch on the subject of the
Elephant Seal in the Colony itself,considerable numbers
having been killed by the sealing company.

This species is clearly more abundant than has been
supposedbut there is no information to show whether the
seal of the present day are an endemic race or merely
the overflow from South Georgia. if they breed here
or can be induced to do so it is clear that they are
potentially of great value. It is scarcely necessary
to remind you of the excellent effects which have result
ed from the methods adopted in South Georgia.

Here again detailed work is required -'or which the
Fleurus would be necessary.

The breeding season of the Elephant Seal,in south
Georgia a:t anyrate,is previous to those of the Sea Lion
and Fur Seal in the Falklands,so that it is very unlike-).
ly that there would be any overlapping. I would
suggest that the investigation of the local race of
Elephant Seal might be begun this year when the suitable 

season
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arrives,probably October.
I expect to be occupied with work on the Sea

Lion during the intervening months.
I am sending copies of this letter to the

Governor as head of the local Government and as ex-
officio member of the’Discovery’ Committee,and also
to Dr.Kemp.

With kind regards,
I am,
Yours sincerely

ZJ.



143/27.

2nd May

Sir,

I am directed by the Governor to express Eis
Excellency*s thanks for the copy handed io me

yesterday of your letter addressed to Mr. Tb Darnley

of the Colonial Office and dated the 3rd of ipril,

1930, on the subject of the fur and other seals in

the Ealkland Is1ands•

I am,
Sir,

Your obedient servant,

Colonial Secretary

J. E. Hamilton, Esc •,
Stanley.


