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14th January, 30.

Ly
I am directed by the Governor to sttach for your

informetion a conwy of a Minute wriftten by Lir. J. R

tfemilton cn the subliect of elephant seal in the

Falkland Islands and %o draw vour attention in particular

to paragraph 3 thersof.
2. I sm to reauest that you will submit a report

showing the number of seals taKken in the various

localities.
I am,
S0,
Your obedient servant,

-

é},&( /{7/ 11’?,7
/’(/\, k(/ VA R

Actihg Colonial Secretary.
s

.-"".-_F
—

e

Tne Secretary,
The Falkland Iglands & Dependencies
Seal ing Company, Limited,
e AR



TeNhone 39.

o KELVIN STORE,

PORT STANLEY.

16th January 19580
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{ The FPaikla:d & Dependencies o6&,

HiasCodienadal SecreTary,
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HOR L5480 'of flatl Jamuenyy date, sud Lo 3 firm you

HhELI Micopy 0T the lettone®ill de Torwdedei 40 the
1P it A NER o

dBnager oF Seuling Company,togetihsar with lettai

Lhamhs et e diend b Cie 0T

rzom the Dirvectors informing: aim

contained in yousr delter are:to be carried out under

P S 4 - o -
strict sunervision.

O =]

The report will-Pe forwarrded. as 5oo0n as received

R Eroin the Station and is-expected, at 4n.early date;

I am,

Qi
yours obealsntly,
}érfngﬂiﬁlﬁﬁﬁﬁxﬂrﬂfT S
i Pyt =

Secretary Sealiug Co,Lid.
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FIRST REPONT GN SEsLING IHVESTIGATICHS.

In accordance with the insteuctions of the
Director of iesearch I sailed fréra Liverpool in the
motor vessel Laguna on the 6th.of jovenber 1929 snd
after =2 srotracted nissage arrived at Stanley,Pallkland
Islands,on the 16th.of Decenber.

I ilmnediately began o aelke preporations for
travelling to Cane Dolshin in order to bhegin work on t
the Sea ifion rookery there. This enitalied the find-
in2 =2ad niring of » saitable man,the purchase of three
horses and saddlery and vhe making ol a laege pair of
sgddle-bags ia which o pack the squipment. “he
vorx was much delayed by The ho 1days of Christans
week dueing wiich 1t is almast ilmpossible %o getv any-
thing =t all done in stanley.

suring this time I began to hesr accounts of
the activities of the local soaling combany and was
two or three times asiked for ny opinion officinlly,
particularly in connection with the Pur Seel. It
belng my ovinion that work on the Sea Lion was not
only the most ursment but vmuld alse be the mest pro-
guetive,I was unwilling to expend the LMo necessary
to0 visit the more diatent rookeries of the ur Seal.

1 therefore decided to inspect the rookery on tLhe
Voluntee® 3oeks,wiich I believed vwould srovide o useiul
index to the condition of the hard &35 a whole. uch an
inspection only occupies one day 1f the weather is
favourable.

I also raceived reports ans to the nuaber of
Zlephant Seal occuring(and being xilled)in the islands,

but there was no information as Lo the “resence of Se=e
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femekes among them. It was ny opinion that the provi
ed existence of cows might be of imporitance in dealing
with any ouestion which may arise in connection with
the controi of s ealing in the Falkland Islands,cince
the 1lines along which it is constructed rust depend in
part on wihether the Elephant Seal breeds here or not.

For these rsasons thevefore,I hired 7leurus for
two days . ¢n the first day,December Lh.19:9,1
visited Boat Boint,near Fitzroy,wvhich is reputed to Dbe
2 faveurite hauling geound for Elephant Seal. 1o
conclusive evidence was obtzined,although I found one
flensed carcase which was probablg thaet of a c¢ow;it was
unfortunately tooc decomnosed to allow of a detailed
examinstion. Thez2e 1living Zlephant Seal were secn,
two being ma2les and one probably a female.

Next day,the 3lst.Deadember,I proceeded to the
vVolunteer Rocks and found a reasonably good landing
although some cars had to be exercised on account of a
rather heavy swell from the HE.

with the assistance of [ir....C.3ennett I countad
the pups on this rookery twice over ind found that the
number had increased from 50(19:3) to 70,indicaving an
enlargement of 40. in the herd there.

Caleculations made on this basis glve the total
number of se2l on the Volunteer locks,ilephant Jason amn
Bird Island rookeries as 3132. I returned to ;stanle;
the szme evening.

Cn the Hth.of Januacy 1930 1 left Stanley for Cape
“olphin where I arrived on Friday the 1¢Gth in time to b
begin work on the ssal the sume day after selecting a ¢
camping ground and »itching the tent. The camping
gite chosen lies in a amall valley opening to the Zouth

and is on the banks of a small and sluggish stream whicl
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that time containad 2 good supply of water. .8 Lime
went on the stream sank lower and lower and Jin:lly
became 2 string of detached stugnant pools,many of them
freouented oy Uylanfﬁeese of which thars sre great niaw
crs on that grounid. This ig the furthest available
waber supply on Jage Doljhin and 13 sbout 1y miles from
the extremity of tha peninsula. he canmn was ¢nly
ahout five 'ninutes walk Trord the south end of the sgeal
roockery.

Bre2dings was at 195 height or 2033ibly Just d
sast it wnen I hagan operaticns and I continued ray work
et Cape Dolpvhin until it was clear that the hreeding
S8250N was OVeT.

My ObJects were %0 goin inforwsation a5 Lo the
preeding havits and genseral behaviour of the H3ea Lion
end to moke 2 cengus of the hewrd on Jape Holphin.

The rookerias are distributed over about five
miles of roush bouldery heacnses and rocK strewn ledges
at the base of cliffs which may have & heignht of any-
thing up to 150 feat. The ¢lif’s are interspersed
in pleces with steen clay Lunks and much of the ground
is very dusty in dry wesiher s0 thai the seal oiben
suffer from caterrh and coughs. It is nossivle to
climb abaut on most of the c¢lifis 30 that very few seal
esceped notice. Jounting vas careied out Jrom

posivions as near the rookaries as possible;field

th

glasses were much used in this work,parsicularly on the

. count of the ontire bLresding herd wes nmade
combined with repeated counts,on UnEDOEOK bope
different days ,0f a chosen and well defined rockery,
the latter counts huving the purpose of testing the
velue of & single count mads at the proper season,thuat
is to say,before the harwems brouk up. Tha variation

was roughly 6 C..
When
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when the herems had broken up o count of pups was
begun and repeated over & chosen length of beach until
the yeung animals became 30 2ctive that it was no longe®
possible to count them. In all six counts of pups v
were made over a streteh of beach with & population of
1596 breeding ssal. The avarage couniy of pups was
1228,with an error of just under 13:. it 15 un-
likely that greater sccuracy could be obtained by a
singleg observer:s bund of helpers would hHe necessary if
the paps woere o ba deiven into pods and counted.

As opportunity offered notes of the relative nuwaber
of harem and idle bulls vere madv snd the two hauling
grounds of unsttached bulls and imrmaiure seal were
vislted from time to time. The figures cobinihed by
counting nuns and idle hulls were aoplied o the count o:
the whole hard,with the result set out in the folliowing
table,

I do not regard the figures for idle bulls snd ir-
mature seal ag qulie final; it seems possible that sub-
gequent investigatlons may necsssitate o revision,

The nwaber of lumeoure sea. is almost certainly too 1
low gince thess stages sre not confined to the land duris
the breeding ssason,nor are they ail iikeiy to como ashol
at one tims. Thera was 8 comparatively aall numbey
of unattvach:d bulls which have beon included in the idlie

bulls, _
Harem Hull Se—-emee- 28

Idle HullS———awe—e-we= 756
Timature senl-——-1 (4.0
DOWSm s m e e BBD

Pups~-~~-——n—~:"_4,155

D 8B e s e v o B

—dlaia
It 1s nosslinle that bulls which were jJust short
of maturity huve been uncluded in the idle bulls:the
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distinsuishing characieristice of this stage are not vet
clesr in my nind.

The axcess of cows over sups may be due to
pups hoving died,or not having been born at the time of
the census,or to ths cows having been virging;i hsve not
so far,succeaded in identifying the virgin cows The
death rate of pups in a rookery of nown s8ize was about
Gie

sfter the conplete brecit up 0F the harens I re-
turned to 3tanley with intention of beginning the
¢ollection of the series oF skuils wnich 1s neces.ary
for working outv the age 2tages of the Ses Lion. I
srranged with the local covermaent Zor the use of the
launch ceaguin for operations on &y island in ort
%1illiam which is much favoured by the seal. “he launch
wag on the slio when I came beck from CGape Dolphin(l8th
of Februsry) and after she was launched There was 4
long pericd of wad weuther, It was the =Zbth.of
varch before I was able to ef 'ect a landing and the
gesl had almost all gone o sea by that tingsonly iive
were se=n and two shot. There was an overcast siy
and & Jouthsrly wind of force 6 when I deparited and
conditicns veceme steadilly worse,the wind being sbout
force 10 during the return trip.

I have since been informed that the seal will
probably not return to thet island until nesy the e
of April,whsn I intend to revisit the island. i also
intend tu procesd s:orvly to one of the neighbouring S
farms where,l understand seial may e secused.

buring my stey on Caps Dolphin I took & number of
photograpins and itade about 46 drawings ond water colour
sketches of the seal,ths luatter to illusteate the
remzrkable colour veriaticon in the sduits. I have
enlarged @11 the line drawings with the pantagraph and

have
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bepun £ geries of finished colour drawings nased on ny
sEsfellas,
A few bird skins speclally asgked foy hy the

‘ritish lasewn have also veen colicted.

Hote on & servant hireda o asszist in Lhe

I had some difliculty id finding a man suitable

for my zurdosss in Stanley,smmlozent haing at ivs
best in sumaer in the Falikiand Islands. Sages vwere

nigner thsn I oxnected. I Zinally hived an experienca
man 05 reliadle charscier for 14 per nienth,and 11 four
which T am informed i3 & reésonabdle rate for short perld
engs Z0imenys. Tn catp Lhe cost of providing food was
gatimated 0 bhe 10/-ner week since our fare was vary
simple. After roturning o Jtaniey I wes corpelled
tdretein the services of the mani{dames coodwin) since

I deily honed Lo s NAave a large nuisber of sesl iteadsd
to clean,and it was neceszary Lo feqd Uhe horses. In
Stvanley it was necess3zry Lo make o weokiy ailowance of
21 to Goodwin in lieu of food. Cocdwin's peried of
employment with me terminsted on the 313t of [larch and

I heve since then hired a man o look after the horses

at 30/~ per week since it i3 only 4 parit-tine work

Horses.

Horses are mich more »nlentiful in the islunds
than they wers six or eight ysars ago. I was oflered
eizht in all =nd purchased three o1 a Wial cost ofhHH,

Cne of them,a wire,did not prove sulteble as a pack
norse,I therefore arrsnged an exchenge with with lr.Jd.c.
»zlton snd sociure? sn animsl which was coortoenced in

this kind of work and has been entirely s statisfactory.
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I should like to add thal I received every
assistance and hospitality from the managers of the
three farms with whom I was in contact,namely llessrs
J.G.Pelton(Teal Inlet),R.Greenshields(bouglas Stetion)
and Chr.Andreasen(San Carlos NHorth). Foafl, of
whom my thanks ére due. cape Dolphin is on jr

Andreasen's farm.

A 1list of stores received or purchased locally
has been prepared,with statements of expoenditures.

It was necessary 1o purchase a wooden saddle for ti
the pack horse,and of course bridles &c for all threee
One complete set has been purchased by me privately so
that the 1list for the most »nart shows gear for only

two norses.

e et
(J.B.Hamnilton)
Stanley.r”.I.

oth.april 19380 .



5UCOND RUFORT OF SWALING L.VHSTIITEIONS IN TiHs
PARKLAND ISLANDS. 1970,

As 3tated i my Tlest veport my viclt o thie Tussas
Inslands wa wipraductive and Ffron Infomebtlon collsotad 1t
ald net seen probeble thol oy progeass cowld o wade in
*he ocellactlien of Sew Lilon stulle hefors iisy singe ths
najerdty of the 2z2l sro ztsbed I wobt to weturs o the

lazd untdil theo

I thesafs w:~ daclied 3it e well e havlling

e
cl
]
r
G
cd
‘-m
5K}

Zrewad Sow dlephaat Be2al at Seat Frindt nesy Fliarvey{ie.F.
J Juanglon  dansgor] . I hesrd thet s.3.00terzlow was
aBout te visit thales vlace and postponsd wy exaninzblion
wabll alter zha nad pesn there in exder o find sudb Jaoh
classes of zesd wers peing billed, To 2d&iticn I wish--
$o pursuz oy lovestigotions zelative %0 tie cocurraace ¢f

iy LOREE S o gt oy el L 3 T L | e oot e
brau .'J'.'.;: Teopalas iz the 1slands spd dn general o Lliem

and waz telkan or2r to the souwdh side of Forh Fletsunt on
the 14th,in ths stablon mehor bhoub, A welk of 12 miles
rasultsd in the findlag of 16 of the aza) killsd a3 well
8 1trinzg anlmals (Fhae Artarzler!s orer had #illed over IO
f.-aasa.l.l\

QFf th2 dzad seal 15 were nales var/ing Zronm 773" to
15'2%” in lonzth and the »enaining aninal was & fenule of
7'8" conbadning e small foetus, It was clear thab kilg

ing hed been indiserindaste,es I weported to the Coloniad
Secrobory on Ny return Lo dvenles: bmvedicto staps werae
takien te anfexas the reztrletlon of ELlling to M1l sraum

nele ., Uarsuranents of thyes f the living anilnals wews

-
e

tolten with ées grect acouzaoy 1§ bhe nmovenoats of the se"u:]:-—

allowzd. Tero ware 13'0" end the t.hirq’l}h" la longth,



W bhose norEen were Laciad by eolic at Fitarey
whlch  akdckiEReX deleyeo ma 4w or threo d ays,but on th?
17he of Aori) I was able to go to Bluir {ove,on the invit-
ablon ¢ By, V. Nerrivon,bhs ownargwhe thought that I nighd

allecl sfume zoal Fvror dset Iziend by wiing his

=
E¥]
o
o
sl
L
wh
o
o

Prany T SCIRE, T ) P o o it e 48 ey g mancr. o= AN 5 ..
wotor buat, Sl o ITUEDR SNl ST/ wendlwey set 4o

arn bthe 18th . and on the 2040 A Merpleon 5016 B8 that hoe

P . - .'. - o & fa L . e R % 2 X " e
#puld hesre to ge te Denglss Shatlen on vrgeat BLTEArE o
= ke oy e ey b Sy o e e . 15— Y o e 4 s = - g ile . L -
nestad with the winding vy @3 hile Twihartys esisls, L ha4
= Baitial e’ o To emi ol s L% . N e % ol ) e
hesaiiorsr ¢ abanfon Uho projzeted vialk $o Bash Izslend,

alrendy

Siongs L wEd ,\mm 3eme

af Dpurlos Ohetlon with llaoting sa2ai on hi
izlands In Salvadeyr Vabters Idscided 4¢ aoegrpsayy Meloveiz
ibwisr o maks Tinal ayrensceuenie, Thz wesdley Luving

Merovel somewhlat, vr prevsedad o Teuglsos Station on ths
2lob,eddonc. by & rorh raube theoughn the Yioklaw Jfeighls
witlohy wara zmrﬁ.cr Igsa anaw ooavared, I atayad at
Dougloe Station vnkll the 2@th.when I sebumed te Stadey,
hawing arréngsd o1lth e Omeenshislds gnd Me J .80 010en o
vinit thaly wespactiva Lslaads ab an auarly debs,

L 19F% Btanler arain on the JAth, of Vay and wrwived
ot Peal Talabt on the ssae dar. e, Wsithon hook a'—'s' e

NP I

Hizh Islond on dhe 26%i. and Yhers I eomainsd fen Tive

\
Adish Iolend iz ahovt 2 nilz ln length and BELE o wnlle

wide,belng verheng 250 feet hilgh. It is qovanad '.r.»'it.b

grese and weprland veastaticn eucept on tha West Bnd Boutn

\

aicdae Whare thers is & hesvy belt of tusssc in pesbs m""
1

which the aanl come D, by

This dlolanc 1s @ well knewn breodling vloce fgr sezd
but L wrperently entliyely Toroasken in winber alihwugh

seal could be haard belloving on Groon lazland o?nlgﬁlt,hme :
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theee miles wray end were fraquantly ssen swiming round
Hizh islend Lbsold,bat only one londsdc o the beachic
“his was o cue vhich came up bellowing ac i€ Tor her pup
bub pub to zew sgudn beicre I cumw within rsosgnable pangs
From the beaten spheapacce of the ground &1d 3hoe fiate

- oy o2h I S T P . o s -
tenlansy ef the dussac bog: 1t was caoy Yo ses whers the geel

o W —
hed vt lemg boffors ,been iz the heblt of lylag bub 3% wes
clewe thet nens had besy up vaxy meopubis,

I e waknds %0 oiler any exxlsseitilon ¢f this mageahion
shgsnee 6f Soor okn bsirdly sudificos aines fMah counld he
sughit ook ¢ mevely Seom the 11t% ek where T
Y anded
: Yners was & lange number of tones of seald kilisd in the

rest and G faw of mers reoent dulbeene skall was

There is & commgated Ilpon huh gr the Xaland gneé
broeght; Tood with reehiile Dlrswoeed pead and som? wage aad
shasnobdas mare Kbdly providad by lr Faltori, The westhhor
wag mpderetels fine with malnly aortherly windz put It wase
ususllig wnlensanbls oold 2t nights,

On) Bhe 2iah.of dmy e Peltof's notor beab Yook we bagk
o Pend Inlet., Hewt day was extpsaly wouss aid wat ut
e the T3ed 1 owes able be rice cver b0 Doupmlas Statlon,

Har Gteannnialds el pe thet ne esonld neb Lot me vy

wgher benhk Tor aboult @ fovbnight sizos b hed te ne em-
ployéd i stetion work In sase Crosy 9ot du. Tho atoam.
er l;, ;)* ig sbhoub Phrss mllez down a windlng creek feon
the Ee't-'w:'anﬁ:enﬁ end oll heavy geoods are noabod wp. Tha
crogk is cio,;.e‘-\u i the frost ls &t oll severe,

In eothsl fact Trest 3at in cbhout the end of Huy end

‘c:cntinua&, until the begiming of Auwgust,wlth o lew shovd

intervals . neeompenied by o gedd dezl of snow,and die opask
&% Donglas Stablon wan frezen ovar alusst a8 2008 a2 liw,

Gresnzhleolds' work e Dinished,
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The mebor boabt wes ovellablo on the Dih.of June when
I 3ziled for Uroen Island, Thiz islend is .boulb the sSaw
size & High Islond but hez vebhor nor: tussee ln provortlon

Singe thore i ne huab on 1t 1 lived in the noted boud
which has accooncdstion of o sord,

On the flwst eyl seal wowe killed,on the secazﬁfﬁ,cn the
third 3 anc ¢n the Tfouwrth JHrtheso were sll cows wad pups,anly
one largs male s 2oen but ha escaps=d, The soal vevre boe
coming secaxed by the feurth doy (the 12th of Jume),l theraes
Fore docided bo mo 4o Job's Lzlond whawo we arvivdgd about
37 .. 06 Whe umng day. A3 landing wes made b once and H
sael Killed vefove 1% Locome Boo dext Yo shoot.

i vished Lo conbinus worlk gn this island bub wes woathey
bounc on boora thz bost nexwbh day wnd oo the wnorndne of the
14%h.the skivper informad w2 bhat Duel wos rwwning shiort 2o

Lo Douglas Staticn.

The tobel bex on this coralse wis 22 sesl klllazd and one
skull telkon fromn & skaloton Fouad on Bob's Islend,

Clesnins the haads by cubblng off the neal gucupled ths
next lew days,the work baing Foihor hampored by the severs
Tro3t which feczn tho spRolmens aesrky solld and mude the
Work of wasnlog cut the brain distinetly unvlozsent, My,

¢ bt dals
/ ‘:Eindu allow:d me tho use of o znwd pn the dhores o ths c-ree.k,
which provided shuelidar ivon the wiod,

Whon the slulls hed been allewsd e doy ror theeo days
they wore packed for twendport to Stealsy 1o 9,8, Pullland

whilch was expectedc in Salvedor wwbers about that Yima,
Pa )

]

These operabicns ended on the 2ind ¢f Juns and gn the 2%
I went 40 Sen Selvedor Stotlon{iessres.ribaluxe), Thig
farn i3 not on the tslephons bub Trew whet I knoy of iy,

- Denesld Fitaluga,the senler purtner,l conzlderad it likely

thet hs would be willilng to help ma,



lir,Pltaluge gave 09 the use of his schoonsy"Palons® for
the work and ¢n the 25th.or jime I =zailed in her for Sheg
Tulona,s well lugwn seal haunt, The wind wes favoureble
but vary light so thoet we were unable toe get thorovnch the
entrence of Selvadior Wabars before the tido ,vinlch is very
sbreng thera,burned cno Jeroed us bagk, Phe achoonzr wag
towvad into & handy anchgrags by tae dinghyr and I wallied baok
te the ztabloncoturnlay next worning Lo the "Palo=mw"whica @
strouger S¥W wiad toolt dowm Yo Sheg ITzlind in good btlme,

Thig islaond iz alvost antircll coverad with tuszoe and

H
i3
{r
G'

rasding ground &% well 3 & hauling gpouwnc for sewl,
A landing was 2:3ily node bub nevenent on the islend was
i ff it : ¥ %
owinz to Sha rough snd geeep ground being frozen hexd, Since
Yhe surfscs iz neturclily wet in wdotor 1t war ob Limss alwost
fmpossibnie 4o stand,

17 seed were udlisd wubt the wind wag steengbthondng se
that the "Felons”could net sefely lie vhoere sha was, Twellted
rouad most of thy i9lené and colloctod three more goul Dalexe
beinz pickad up. A Taw IJlephont deal were Saan,

Th2 Tun bocit o bhe stabicn weo fazt bub very rouzh ab !

|
: times owing %o the hewvy tide ruminz ageinst Hhe strong W wd, |

The nsxzb few doys were gpont in cleasing thy hewds and
on the 20th Me. Fiteluge vold me thet thePaloma! was going W
Bex Xslund Tor tuseac,l therefers wand with Her,

There were far fouer sesl on this lsiand ,r'him conteadad
& mumber of cubtle and I was oaly eble te uma.svs..\t & cand.

Vhon those heads hed bouon glesncd -...JZL.,- VICIR .LLd.*r?lJ ary 1
! DR lwad thon for shipment ,ond lo“vin{, Lhdm b &} ‘»:v Pitedupety
2y cars I left for Stenley on tho Heh hf July,
; ' 3.5, elldland enberad Salvader Waters on ’Ghﬂ."‘b day buy ddd

not aerive in Stonlsy unbll rﬁ‘tq&- J; did owing e Lugine y
{ &
troguble, { ; ) '

I was delayed ot Dougles ﬂ‘ou,t.ifc.z be & short wad gypder

! \

/ ; | “
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sudcen thow which loated sboub theas diys ond fleddad all
the styetsas, Sines b was nob vseassury bo ervive in
Stanley befare the "Wellland”l trovellad slowly in girier to
spaes the horses om mi-sh 2t peasidle in bhw incologent weinther.

T cowivad in 3bealey gn She 12th ol July wad the "Falle
copre i oo dhe 16Bh, v the L7th L pegen be boll the
simiils haviog besn givan tha use 07 & cm_tmz{!.r Tor thls purpese
by e cowrbesy ol r.d.G.8000. Thia a-i.w'\'-waticn VG G-
vleted on the 2Ipfcnd L am ab prosent an._;(lgmc an superintendlr
the deying of tho slulls by webdllelal he&t,s&f ztep which 18 &

5

nec essary preliminary to detailed susmiuatlen, 01 the  Ire¢ Ao
nend .

&
- ey

Hohas were telen of each zesl killed,smd sl\‘heush in

D
©
¥
By
h

; . o T 1le
vary wmany bhe shevsoh was enphy sone informatlion W'GS 002 -6
]

a8 o the foo@ of the snoacles. ith the amcoptiy™ ©F &

o Tl 2o e \odmaat v 2l 211
o Hillad wore prososat Lond et

single spaclnen 8ll the cow :
waro da il sema o the puos had milk in the -a*zozz;ﬂ_ﬁh 56
thet it appears that the Bsa Ldon suckles dths young Lor .ai* et
ALx months. The pirs fesd ol ¢ o nlscellagsous aniuu‘f{i‘\
while the fTocd of the oldey seed io conwessd lewgely 17 211\'.':.\1‘4.
addrely of squlds ob thils 4ive of the year,

In the gouwrss of this report I hevse hec Yo reler 4o tha
edverge Luflugncen of the woather conditions end weeld sdd 'thauhl
thiz winber hag bean ong of the aost excepiloneld sevewdiiys,

having veen
Peardyy ther worst Jor & grest nunbay of yawrs,


sucK3.ee

As soon 83 condlbione pewmit I prorose to procesd tg
the Neobbh dact pard of this island in oprder to meke o
prelix.ﬁ.ﬁam* survey ef the cesat therve, In Cotober I
I »rovoze to meke use of s.s.Fleurus Loz about btan deys iuo

& geaych For brecding ploces of the Rlephent 3eal in thisz

EPOUD . Thereatter 1t is uny lstention bto ebtempt a
cangus of the Beo Lilen herd of the dost Palliland end iF

posalble o vizld the Fur Seal Rookery on Veolunbesy ook
eXter Chrlstomas, It seems likely thabt the ceasus will
be fluished szbout the end of January,2and i this ge wrs

1 provose to visit West Felklend in Pebrusry &3 a prelimin
ary to werk there which might b2 undertsaken in the summez

193152
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No. 15/30 MINUTE.

(Xt is requesicd
that, in any refer-
ence to this minnte
the above Number
and the date may
be quoted).

From

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY,

Stanley, Falkland Islands.

|

5th September, 19 30.
i, Se |
To.  JaXe Hamilton, ESJes MahaBes =%

FcZ-S. _‘_‘i_,\A'
Stanley.

I am directed by the Governor to acknowledge the receipt of

coples of your first and second reports on your sealing investiga=-

tions in the Falkland Islands, dated 5th April and - August, 1930,

respectively, for which I am to thank you.

&

Colonial Secretary.



THIRD REFORT ON THE SEALS OF THE FALKLAND ISIANDS

T“ﬂrﬂPJ ro tne M. enast of Zast Failkland
12t Lo °6Eh Sentember 1830

Cn the 1lith of September I left Stanley for the North
Fast coast of Bast Falkland with the intention of makirng a
topographical suryay as 2 preliminary to shabtistienl york

there winen (he Zresdling s2azon beginz,

28]

G

Opsratiors wer: tarrled cut on the Following farus:-
Johuzon Harbour (Me.R.Smith, menazer),; Port Louis (Mr.J.Robson,
and Rincon fvands {(Mr.icihur Fitaiuza),  Iu every cassz the
managzers wars orLirely azsvaecable zZe my worltding on thelr land
and helsed in ail possiikle aays.

Thers ars three small; unowouniad housss, or shanties
orn this coast, rawsly Volimtear Shanty, Looihhead House ana

gael Bay Hoose tnd I arranged Lo uss thess during he BURVEF,
naving decided from an examinatior =f the wap
coast of convenient lengbh could be worked from one or cther
of themn, or in transit obelwegen. The sevtions, numbered I oo
VI, are shown or the attached sketch map.
Waen actually engaged on the survey [ rode te tae
beginning of a section and thence travelizd slowly along the

coast to the enc of it. Alpost all the work wzg done cn Toct

while my servant took the horses along, keeping touch with me

wers exaained deily and the zlacss whizh appeared o 98

camping grounds were resorded and gepneral fleld notes kept.

On the first night, 1oth September, I had to stay at



Long Island House since an imporiant ford wss barred by the
tide untii a comparatively late hour. Next day I went on o
Boft Aouls 2@ @R thet Llewing 6 JohE.CCH JHameiig

I bought a few siores from Mr.Smith and he kinaly sent
one of his men with me to the most ¢dsterly of the three huts,
Yolunteger Shanty, which is about five miles frowm Voluntser
Point. This is a one~roomed house without & horse naddock

ad
s0 that the horses had to be kept in th= #jacent sheap penc.

Pwo nights were spent here.

On the 17th I rode to Volunteer roint itself and worked
rack along the coast, & distance of 5 wi.les. Empty seddlebars
and sack%s were taken and my servant was able te 111l them with
tussac grass suffilcisnt to provide two Ueseds for the horses.

28 Elephant Seal weve seen, mostly immature males. o
adult males were seen.

Next day I transferred to Locnhend House, examining the
next seven miles of coast en rouse. Liochhead Hecuse is two o:
thiree miles inland at vhe head of o large lake; and iz &
shepherd's house of the old type containing one very large
room with a loi't abcve., There i3 & horse paddock at this picce.

On the [.9%th I attempted tc 1ind a route overland €o
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Macbride Head, the end of section
three miles. Most of the growd inland is very scfl and

swampy so that ths horses hed to be led a great deal. e
distance from lLochhead House tc llacbrids Head in a straigav

iine is two milies less than that aloug the coast, but the

=

lacter 15 preferable om account of 1i¢s hardness, although
is greatly cut up by burvows of the Jaciass penguin. I
followed thez ceast on the way bhack to Lorchhead House, makivg
olie usual obgervationeg.

On the 20th it was blowing so hoard that I consideyed 3



123

7 ot

inadvisable Lo appraach the aLiiTs. hubt on the Zisz¥ the wind
had abatad and T left Loshnzad for the n:ut house. which liss

R, |
uisl o,

o
-
&
4

v tha dAav T
34 ne Lay o
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examined the coast In detail, altisiuzh it had besn zons over
on the 12th, and counted the seal on the rookery at Machbride

Head. About Sen miles vare coversi by othls dayls work.

Next nmorning I Led ite diorses aith myv servant ab Seal

Bay ard walked over the nexi ssabtion, oo.V, three niles,

0

L oeomplesed tne sdevey on g Sovi of 3spbeaber by

riding Lo the®il of sentica ¥ and sxaminiag the coast havween

that niase ane Huh Peinh ab thz snbrance Lo Salvador Jabers.

a

1 Nes e

Al e sitast i, S rede dgrenuiy 56 Hilnedn -Grands
settliement: 11t s Xoow thab Choe sesal 1o nob eesdgort o Lhe
canst inside thie snitrance oV Zalvador Waisrs,

eSS C AT e e HE it R a T S et ardie s S e Sl R e

hEarse =t an e e LT e T, Dy, winian L did e Schel SRS

tal L - (50T e S 2 ey I ) = 2 oh L3 A .- G0 g Mo oo
she Jonsnay oqcupyriang about edght hour:a. b I LE el e P L e )

= e o SO T e
Sngen fcarlning groaunds

&) & o
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- 5o o 9. i By
Thers i A WeE

(et
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rde
m

Beostsitemtell af J6 38 Soonlpesad ol cldlf, with pecassismnmss

baackhes which are ustvally s> oxpoesed as to be entivcly

i

unsuitable Tor seal, AES menEain Tiasas,  bBowovarn Chel sumse ol
beach
WEnEn favoured by the deal was observel cnd it poSiLoich
O e o R = 5 onE g e e d S o == 1) A Yo
Navaea oz the 1mip. ChEeactepiatie i s @nahs nl - e s a=iiniie
Ve o0 2 oD 5 o a5 45 i Ny e 2) ~ b
L T L T e M -1 = L S S L L PSS
ias
st L owy notizeshle at Cape

2o Sl O Vo o B g2 0 pmmigm el il T T, " y R - gk S &
Deinhin tust vnoarobzebed boadh et nevor asenwdad by §

e SYE TR et e

tasair there alise thos e shraons gpsshere wind: Wil &
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high tide compelled the rockerige o move up the baach as
as they could, and yet, 1ln spite of the nstural breakwaters,
the seal were mcre or less awash in the surf at the top of

the rua of the larger waves, The unprotectea parts ol the
beach would clearly be uninhabitable, sirce the pups would be
wasbed awnay and darowned.

Except Icr oceasionsl individwals no Sea Licns mere
sean except at Hacbride Bead wihere there are two large beaches
on which the rockery 1s situated, On one beacn The nerd was
almost entirely composed of maiecs of various ages and tne cther
was inhabited by cows and thelr pups, aovw alimost yearlings,

fow immature males and sceme adults.

o

togethner with

There arpeared to be some faintu indications of harem
formation but thke characteristics of the breeding seascn were
1ot displayed by either sex. Perhaps the most Intersstinyg
chservation was that of cows stilil suckling last season's pups.
which would be zbout nine months old.

I cobserved a number of Zows which were probably the
virgins which T had been uanable to recogiuiss previousiy. They
were smaller then the adults and pot im vup as the larger cows
obviously were. I have formed the tentative opinion that the

eows ere two yeurs old before they are ssxually mature.

The seal. on what may be termed tiue bacrnelors! beach
nuabered 253 on the 21lst of Septewber, bat I inecline to beliewve

that more were present on the 15th, on the cows' beach 452

were counted, biringing the total to 705. Since a few seal

were concealed by the overhang of the cliifs and & number werg

seen in the water. it is reasonable to a:sume that 780 seal we. e

present at Macbride dead on the Bist Sepilember, 193G,

%4 Elephant Seal were seen on the coast between Voiunt ev
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12,

Point aznd Huat Peint: only one of them was an adult male.

o L.eonard Seal were Tound. one »f them at Long Island,
on Berkeleyr Scund: there were two males and one female
(imwature).

SUPPLIES.

T vz 2sing two bwcraes only and tharsfors cut dom
storas as low &g posglhle in order to save waight, It ic

customezsy 1o keep cdds snd ende of provisions such as coffas
anc sugzr 1n the shauties, zne I was kincdly lavitsd to use then,
althownzn I ¢ld so as little as possible, I was able to take
some Dread with ame from Johnssn Harbour vhere I also procured
groceries and meat as well.

Mr.R.Smith in person kindly renewed the stock of bread
while I was at Iochhead House and also broughit me a substantial

suppiy of meat.

o

Upland geese are abundant on thils coast and are a

useful source of food supply.
HOFSES.
The norser wers in falr hue na? first class condition

wherr I left Btavley butl kad fallen off scmewhai on my reiurn.

This map is eniarged, by meaas o a paasogranh, Lo

el -~ e — o . - i .- o cna PR o B I, A i o PSS v, 4 1~ e

thares timez the saate of the Admircalty chvars ITOoL TALCa 1N A3
L 5 . i 5o oAy

Cavney \.IU‘ REOFTL e

g TR

Tt i3 nobt acutrats as regards small dekalls afl e
conot tine and the lengbhe stated ure rasher too short slace
it is not possidhls, when measuring, Lo foillsw the ninoxr curves
GissElN20a Sit,.

J. B. HAMILTON,
51.X. 50



2. SUMMARY OF RESULTS OBTATNED FROU EFANINATION OF THE
SKULLS OF Otaria jub&ta COLLECTED UJF TO AUGUST 1950

il

>~

When the collection of skulls was completely dry esch

specimen was exemined and all locss teeth and bones glued
niace. There is a tendency for the skull, except in the
animals, to fall to pieces, since the ossification of the
sutures in this, as in most other species of s=zal, is not

plete until several years a fter birth.

Its apprepriate number was peinted cn sach skull ancd jav

bone as a preecswbion against hreaksge of the bone label.

entire series wos measured and observations made on the
development, coscification and dentition of each specimen.

From this reses

Ted

s5ix years oid when he becomes adult,

The following is a table of resuliss-

The

chh it appears that the Sea Lion mele 1s

Avarage Average
[IATLES Tota. length skull lenzth
inches millimetres
1st year (Pups) 10 specimens 47 197
2nd year -——w—-—— 5 specimens 54 2
aSrd year -————-—-- 0 specimens 58 o8
4th year -—------—- 5 specimens 58 £83
bth year —-w—-n- 5 specimens 85 =06
g6th vear & over- 7 speclmens 08 2887
The canine teeth form a useful gv'.de to age, ey

appear after the rest of the permsneat dentition andg show

marked differsnces in condition at different ages, as is shown

by the following comparison of lower jaw cecth:

e 6, &nd Report, 11lth ALugust 1830.



lst year, ceninss not yet erupited.
Z2nd yesr, caninaes pregent, not longer then <nd inzisors.
ord year, canines &hout twicc the length of ind incisor:,

;hurp p01 ;
4th year, canines two or three timss lenglh of Znd inc
paints Dlunbed by weLr, tezth uistlnctlj
5th year, points of canines bluntuu, teath moassive,
t2eth showing wear behind noint.

8th year and over, cunines very mcssive, wear on hocks morkad
particularly &t some distence below wnointz,

Tith regaed ﬁo the cows the cvidenze frowm the skulls
collected up Lo the present is not conclucive.

Tvelve cows were killeu, cight of them wers brzecing
anincls and four in their first year (pups),

Tp o

1 (A=
R o

ATEHARS T toﬁal iength
inches
st vour —=—---- L specitlans de
Aduly - 8 upecimens s
I tiay say thot 16 is possible to divide the adulta into

]

two groups apparsntly older and younger, nut the divisicn i: no
clear aos wight h2 expected froam so gmull serizss,

Slulls of the Fur Se=l (Arctocephslus cushenlis)

Muring thz yeors 1919-1925, paing =t that tiie Geovornnoy
fefE TR SRS ol aoension, to iilT st copgdierenls numiben FaEruiie
Seul 2o & comm=eriizl experiasnt. Tha skulls wewe cicunoo nd
are ut present iz Stonley.

I have examined thew snce albhoush © numder of the lane

are damaged or Wlssing #ltogether, it is Ly opinion
series 1s of wvalie such os to Justify o proposal thib my fimal
Tepors sashi coa=nin o Seevion on thid upseies, I have tokan

the steps naoczes.ry to praevent furiksr debterioration of the

v
ko]
o
e}
=
I
13
]
w
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season ©f the Fur S=zal, and I agree with his view,

lie also informed me that the cost vould be divided pro-
portionately bastwsen the Colonilal Covernmenrt, the Research Fund
and the Ship. It seems not uniikely thal the charge on the
Fund would be aboat a third of the total cecst of the trip.
Additional expense would however be ilncurred if it were necasssary
to wait o account of wmfevoirable weather befor: going to
Elephant Jfzson, waleh 1s not zlways accsssibls for close in-
spection ¢ landiag, C mignEt of course te poszible to visit
Volunteor Foecks doaring tihis tour, but if zmot, such & Ltyip can oe
arrange't within a few nuurs wasn a st
S.8.Fleurus 1a in Stanley.

7 hope to nave completed the censur of Sea Licns in hs

o
w

Falkland by the New Year,

Gl

north o Bas

Jith reference to January, it Tort.uately hzppened that
kr.J.Clarke, linneger of Speedwell Ysland lerm, pald one of nls
rare visits tc Staplisy about a forinignt ¢zo. T intervicwed

nim and he expressed vie gzreatest wiilingruss to tzke me to the

iy ch o conctitute biils

miaary rould e erptirely suibt=blis

Ssa2 Licos are knovm to cceur on ihe Xeln, Motley, Tiiad

(BEiepnnat|
i These places aece (iXficuit ol access

zad a{lion Islinds,

witaout hirliag a wessei fer the purpose urei this would ne costly.

1 have 10 really precize information but i1a% Lths nuuber of sea!l

on these Islands is avi lavge - (nerefore [ suggest that ao

suecial steps nesd be taker for the prese:t buit that they bs
axamincd if a cocvenicut opportunity pres nis itsell.

Tn Febiuasy, as I nave steted, 1 snaggest theb 2 Lour

West ¥alkland wisnt preve very prefitable :s a prellainary to

detailed work duiing the season 1901/1932 byk the end of which
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4th Report on SEAL INVESTIGATIONS in the FLLKL:N; ILL_Hio
NOVEUBER, 1940 to ['ARCH, 19,1

In order to continue Lhe rogsirch on dcu Lionz as
proposed in pera & of the suggestions with regard to work
dquring this seuson (attachod to my drd Ruport), I left otonle;
on the <rd ofl Noveuwber, 1959 for Dizmond Cove in Johnson
Harbour Camp, and eventually ercauped sbout & mile and o hulf
to the eastward of Dicimmond Cove proper.

From the 4th to the 12th of HNoveubsr I wes engagod o
& cGaily patrol of thz adjacent section of cozst where «
hreading rookery of Sec Lions is formec ot the zppropriite
SEeS50n. The ceal showed no sign of breeding curing this
period,

G

A eave auch used hy the secl wx Icund :nd with the

1211
of & rope access was gainza, bhut cogplzsiz examinstion could
then be carried out on acecount of incdecuvate meons of illumin-
ation. On a later visit the cuve wus exauined to the snd.

On the 1Cth of Koveuber I returnce to Stunley in croer
to use s.s.Fleurus in o seerca lfor breeding Blephunt ezl hut
I was informed that the Fleurus would not be cvaileble on thic
oceasion but that I wmight expect to be zhle Lo use her Jor
inspection of Fur Seal rookeries in Descouber, T theraifore

went back to Lismonu Cove znd followed my ususl routine unill

the 30th of Novenmber.

On rezcking Stenley on fhe <Oth T wus once mova Golie
that Fleurus was not:availuble, but recsived a gucrvantes QU
e, Chinionmes I i

opportunity to inspect the Fur Hesl =fiay

blho B8t of Doecamher.

ugoin encampsd ot Diumona Cove o

Since I had nov « very shorti time in which to wéocupt

leRin



a census of Lhe Sea Lions of the north coast of Sast
I felt compellid to 1
ITth of

st Fulklanc

the evening ol €

e Dizrond Cova on

Daczaboer wltlhwougn no Hea Lion:
bresding zrcund until

e
sppeared on bhe
vere
she 10th, vhen & noult meles weouiound,
I considerec that the swmell Diamond Cove rookery Wiz Q
muen less imporbtance tisn the very largs one on Cape Delphin
or the comsidersbhle rvookery at Macbrice Heud, and tha
therefore thesa two should be enuerated even if 211 small or
casmal collections had to be neglected.
4, I rode Trom Johnson Harbour to Tougles Statlion on tio
12th of Deseembsr, tho journey occugpying Il nours €0 inutou.
One cf the herses pecoue very lame for the last four cr Uive
hours and progress was corresponcingly slovw.
Since all nmy horses wviere very tired I stayed z=¢ Tougl
Station until the l<th, vhen I lesl for
r . R.Greensiaields (Lougl

L
25 Stwbion)
horse to replace tne lam
9.

hoving kindly lent ue ¢
enimal,
I camz to the previcus seasonls canping ground on the
15th and found the weter supply completely arizd up. A spring
of very inferior wabter wes found zbout helf a wile further I
the rookery, but it proveu to be so baa that water had bo be
carried from onz or other of the luﬁes some alsbornce cway. 15
was quite clear from &« survey of the dHer Lion rookory that G2
e s
bDreeding sesson wE only beginning and that nothing like th
vhele herd hed heuled up,
6. I

LEHE
left Cupe Dolphin on the 19th
omnit «n inspection ol

oi Necewmdber o A3
thal coast bo the @asbwmand @it i GRnc G
szceounbt of pac weuther, whiech compelloa pe to geo divect Lo
San Salvador through almost continuous fog ond
sceoupanled Dy strong wind
hOU ae om

s and a half

LA



The gale continued, with snow ana sleet showers, for
the next two docys so taat I was unadble to swim the horses
from Szn Salvacor to Rincon Grinde (ohout = mile) wnd had to
send them round Salvador Weters (cbout 50 miles), while I
crossad over trhe narroyw entronce in ¢ boot with «11 the

bagguge on the £4th of Decenber.

-

On the £6th I rode to Heal Bay, wvhich is wentioned In
my 3rd Report (para 6): soume Hlepnant Secls were founc during
the Journey. On the follovring day I counted the Jo¢ Lions
and Flephant Scals «t ilacbride Head snd thence continued tlon
the coast to Vcluntezr Shonty (lrd Reporh, para 4) from -~hich
I went airect to Johnson Hurpour. Volunteer Poinlk :a to he
omitted since the horses were showing im.rkea signs o

I arrived at Stenley on the 28th of Deccumber, the
horses being very tired.

It was crranged that ths Flsurus chould sail on the
of January 1901, for Salvador Wuters with o large parly of
er should begin when she nussed

¢ =

Shag Island om the way out from Salvador Waters cnd shoulc
continue until Bird Islsnd ond Blephant Jeson Fur Seal
rockeries had Teen vigitec :nd aus fur ac Port Hovard ia West
Felkland, since the Fleurus had to go to Port Howerd on -
business For tke Tgnsherg Coupiny.

The Fletrus sciled oo errenged aund orrived in
Waters =fter a rough passuge, having on hoard ovasr £0
passengers, the majority being vouen and children, most of
viaom Jere scoesick.

o

Nesh day ab 2 a.m. wWe pascscd ohag Laluna and waoi o

glklend Sounu in the teeth of u strong W wind, on2horing
ingide the Avcel Islands for tie nishié.

The 4th of Junuvary was very Sine ~ith light B3@'ly cizs
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which at times Fell away albogebther., . Idre Islina o
reached about 1) a.m. and a landing casily nade. H P
once to the eciiffs ovetlooking the Fur Szal rookery =ind fiode
an abtempt to count the scal visible. O reburning to che
shin I persuaded Capt#in Curlsen to go to the seaward sice ~7
the rookery «nd bring the ship as close in as he ecored to do,
having régara to the murlkea on-shore swell videh wos running.
We anchored &t New Islend fer the night and eome 2 o
the Tlephant Jéson Reokery ebout 2 a.m. next day, tie 5th o
Januaiy. 21 though the wind weas about YWiW it was so0 lighi ws
not tc interfers with landing hut it inecreused in strengti:
the dayadvrunced. . count of the fur sezl pups was meds,
Having spent bthe night at Ciresss Islind the Fleurus
gssilaea Banlk Bosgre s callang ats dill Coves' inlprasing,en
order ko pick up ilrs.Bllis, the wife of fhe Colonizl fecratury.
Ye had passew through Recf Channel ¢nc Port Tgmont, vhen ot
9.15 &.m, on the 6th of Junuvary the Fleuruus ran on the Zold
Bocks off Keppel Islond end &£11 imusdicte efforts feil-d o
hring her oif. Mr.,Barton of Pebhle Isisnd cine ofl in hiz
drifter "Gentoo!" and I went zshore in her, Lttenpss ware
continuesd to float the Fleourus butv were without result until

the approsch of the noxt spring tiden, uinee thz vescel

-

grounded bHwo dsys afber the full aoon ard about the top of
the wnraing flcod. I reburned to BStznley in the Flevrus on
Ve S

the 19th of Jarucry. Since it wmu the viucle of theo ghesn-
sheuring sewrsor I wes Unedls o 4o wny vork on sa ls 1 She
Pebhpl: Izland (roup.

I hat arranged to go to- Spgeawell Tzlbng afiout rthas fES
off dJanuury und immedi.otely prepurad for e journay. [l gt
to save the horsss I senlb my serveanb with thew to Durenin ond

travelled thither myself in s.s.Fulkland, wiich (reivec ot

Larwin on ths #7th «Zter vurious celuys. REre it s IR i



S.

Nerth irml enc there waltea for I'r,T.G.Sliughter, Coump Mencger
for the Falkland Islanas Company, who was going to Speedwell,
since T wished tc save trouble to the farm neople auring one
of their busiest zeasons.

1. I arrived at Speedwell Islanc in the kobteh "Hilaen®
belonging to that farm, on the «O0th of Junuary, and, =
favourable windthaving icong Up on<the 2nd of Fabruary, I

sailed with Mr.J.Clorke, iloncger, dpeedwell Island, Ffor the

(@]

next

()

islands to the ancrthward in Folklond Sound. Turing th
four days I wus ot the following placess- Sendoar, Vest Tyosern
znd North Tyssen Islunds and 8heg Cove, Swan Islind, Tgg
Haroour, Greatl Island end oas of the Mlephant Cays. Sowe ol
these visits were made with the specizl intention of furthering
my work on the sezal, ollicrs on »usiness connected with the
sheep faru,

14, I laft Spaedwell Isl:ind sgain on thae Gth of Fehrucry in

,_
E:
C

¢ Tork being much hondzie

(=l
(%
=
s

visited Burren ond Georgs

gale on the 10th. Tha Ymileen¥ wes required for forw work

I hzd thereforc to return to stanley ihere 1 arrivas

oy

ter th

|.,1

118

(* 1

on the 17th of Fubruary.
15, It was ny intention bto cttempt & visit toc the Voluntesr

orgia and T

-a

curus returned from South Ge

Rocks =g soon =z the P

wes ~t any rote ncompelled to muain in Stunley for soma bluo to

superintend the handling znd stovage of my outfit -nu collaction

on acecount of the removal and re-croction on znother sits of ko
VLS

builéing in vhich they were re noussd. I wy 0le Lo lanc on

the Volunbteer Hoiks on the l.th of llurch, there was o slig

swell but not suificient to meke landing Jifficelt. T conl-
dition of tihe PFur Sesal herd wes sctisfactory. A @oumiE o Gha

pups was mede butb by this tine of the year thzy had Dotomd ver)

3,

Bl e sitn cua b el boy »u POt the rocks #ncssim fainlss all .



so thut an accurste count is not possible.

13, The adult male Fur Secl haw entirely lost ths ferocit)
of the breeding scuson cad the whole heird were rather lsass
confiiding than that on vine Elephont Joscon Rookery in Junuary.
There
frex vere comparatively few Sea Lions on the rocks, bui this
may have been aue to & seasonal movement vhich taltes pluce .t

sore seu lion haunts cboul this tine. Bix elephant serl wers

seen but none ware adulb,

The following seal populction wig deslt with
season under coasideraztion.

1. Sea Lions.

Lctual ecount Provision:l culculstion of hepi

¢ Capes Dolphin 2219 3L P 5 e o oF

@ Macbride Heud 157 Jeoe5 TS {labe EIaA F Cha o)
Tyscen Islonds RIS TH 1,c64
Tlephunt Cuys 2498 %, 428
Barren Islands <27 <27
George Islcnd{pups) 100 _ xB9
17,515

fhe mark ¢ signifies thst the count wis notbt tiken &t the he=ish.
of the breeding seazson, in the case of Iliuchride Head in pertic
uler the figure for the total herd may require reovision.

2. Fur Seal.

Elephent Juson 640 “5 470

Volunteer Rocks 80-70 275
Bird Islznd 750
:..a, "_'95

oo, Dlephant ceal,

Cupe Dolphin 187
Mechbride Hezd ubb
Elsewhere Baad

536

Further worls curing vhe coming winfber.

I intend within & day or two tvo stnrt ror Cupz Dolphin

znd there to carry oui repeated counts ol the herd for rtauic-

tical purposes, anad there_fter to procced to Maebride Heic in



order to work on the sume lines for an Indefinite period. in
the later part of the winter T proposs to vigit Mest Falklend
s & preliminary to droving up a programue of work there for
next swamer,

Obszervations regarding the Fur Seal.

On theg ocecision of sy Inspection of the Elephont J.oscr
Rookery 1 arrived, portly by count and partly by estiliats, ot
the figure 840 for the nupu present. Making wllowence for b
oda
{

natural increwse in thie herd during ths pust 7ear ond the un-

avoidable errors in enuweration dus to the crowided state of Fle

=
4

cY

rock, the roughness of its suriice and the ferocity o ne

breeding bulls, thais figure is guite comparable with the figure

LY

'calculated from tae count o theg Volunteer Rock Rookery lrst
season, namsly 560 pups.

The nuwber B840 shows ¢h incroewse oI 240 over the last
count (1920), thut is to say 60%, =znd gives = totel herd of L4790
Fur Seal zt the Elephant Jason, the culculstion for lisl sewson
being z162. The count on bthe Volunbtear Rocks on the lcoth of

] 3

Mareh 1931 could not pe =zccurate for the recsons given in Tl

-3
[

REpEmh RoTE s biie s S e D 0 ey, case Ghe incnesses i SEh

herd in one vear would not he appreciable fo an enumerator
only
working at that date since it wonld probably be a¥er 5 or 6

individuals; so that if it is assumed to be five wund that figure

is added to last scason's count there are now 275 Tur Sesal on
the Volunteer Rocks, &n incresse of 50%. I ce see no reassn

to suppose thst the Bir: Isl:nd herd hes not Increased zs the
other rookeries kave done, but the nature of the ground favotrod
by the Fur Seal cn Bird Island iz such thad e count wortlil dh Sia

an
time be almost or quite impossible and to fori & adequsbe aati-
O

mete of the Fur Seuzl populution woulu require bhe expendibture ¢

a long time encanped on the iglund, . course whieh is not
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Ec thie tronwport at present aveiluble.

H'
{
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The 1923 estimate for Bizd Island wes B0OD which with zn inecrecsc

w

of B0% gives a populstion of 750.
The entire Pur Sezl populatiocn of the Falklasnd Isisnnns
based on these figures is &5 [ollowss-
Volunteer Rocks ... #75

Bll"d. _Ql(_.:nd a 4 o = 0 &8 r750
flephant Jason ....z470

85495 .
woule ctebe that 16 iy sy opinion thtt bthe only suita:lo
v w

poliey with regerd to the Fur fNeal at prasznt is ong of conbinues

protection, and further, that there is no nwecsgsity for the bHiwe
being 4t any rate to reduce the number of Sex Lions on the Jur

Seal rookeries.

G the Tlonbapi Hecl iy fhe relllilig

This speecies shows every evidence of o sunstonbtial aznd I

143

ey venture to say remarkable increcse in she Falklonds, <lthoug
it has not hoen suteblisned that 1t breseds in tie group. Uring
the period September to Februnry 1960-31 I auave.countsu 288 of
vhich 542 were secn ot C.pe Dolpnin and Hachride Head;, neither o
waien are accessible to the local sealing cowipeny.

The aling Company has killed & tosil of 3852 ilephany
Seal in the three years curing whiceh they haive hegen vorking:-

i e e b 21N

L2 S nin b2l
Hofe ol SRy ST L)

A8b2 seal killed
586 living senl coutntea

4438
The occurrance of this large nuamher indicates thab e
islands szre becoming restocked by the Flerphiant Sewl, I may zuggeon

by the overflow f:om South Gacrgla. L lerge proporbion of the

seal are immature. Tiie reburns from the dsaling Coupany for the



detuiled
firgt two years are not very éixile®, but mention is made quite

frankly, that of the 741 Elevhunts killed in 1828 550 wrero ciinll.
(1-2 years ola)n,
In April of 1230 I mude & special trip to Fitzroy to

excmine carcasses of Elepnont Secls which had been killsd by tho

Were
Sealing Conpany. Slxteen wmrzzfound end weasurcd with the
folloving resultss-
dales Fomeles
feet 1nches feet inches
7 o 7 8 Pregnent
8 ¢
8 4
8 b
8 8
e 1¢
S o
9 2
iz 10
1o 4
15 10
14 0
14 0
aLs &
15 2

It is guite cleur that cll the malz Elephants, up to
9 foot 9 at the least, cre lmmaturzs - over bB0% of those dsasure

I have also received frow cn ex-csuploye of the Counpany verbeal

reports of small Elephants having been brought into the staiion,

AselssEated dnuy second Report, I neportedise Dinddinz o Smasaen

imaature carcassas to the Colonisl Becretary, and the atbention
of the Scaling Coupiny wes draun to the inlringesent ol the
conditions of th=ir licence. I mey add thet it came to wy
knowlenge that the finding of these curcasses creufed 4 cervais

amount of consternation zuong responsible persons connected Vi

the Se:ling Coupany., It is ny belief th:t thie results Tara
entirely heneficicl. It is elear, hovever, that killing had

bheen indiscriminate. This was portly cus Lo cn unvise gyolew
Eln s

bonuses, novw chonloned. There 1s no guerintee at all that che

Seuling Company w111 not revert to ite previous pricitices Siuce

.



the gight of ¢ lurge herd of

10.

suzll Tlephent Sesals mignat prove

too grzat a4 temgtation Lo bha resisted.

Tne presence of : Sculing Officer is the only certriy
safegucrd for the Elephant Scal herd. Lo owan for sueh an ap-
pointument wouvlé have to be chosen with greut core ondé shoul

receive & gooo salary

of discomfort ar. dirlt cna very iikely foir neasure of cingo:
He shoula preferably huve no connection with the Fullrleon
Islands. The rresence ol such en officer would also cnsure
the observance cf the regulations in so far o5 ther aapnly “o

the S=a Lionc.

ment of such an officer ls the

since his work

would entail = greabt carl

of the Blopnont 3eal herd in tae PFulklance Iglands cen bs Loz
Tne coaaercial importence of the Tlephent Ssul requires no
euphasis nor the necessity for encouraging the increusz of lle

herd by close protzction vhich

annuelly, uncer supervision, of

males,

Note om ible (rustacegn.

first trip in

During nmy
mede of large ntmbers ol fferanst

West Falklend. Itwas nacsssary

of February Zcnc and I

we accordingly vent,

On the way I hed qncae &
on the pattern of a fresh-Tater

This was Dbaited witn rephitod

in about thrse Fothions of water,

four Anocumurons of Lithogid type,

the carwpace, were bHrought up.

overnizihts:s in the uorning 14 oty
taken. The eniire culeh vus of

th

for a vis

circular net of
crayfish

entral

O De LeColLpLn

celculited proportion

2 ketch nention WS

e

having seen ot Slig

o
[

to mchor anchor for the

it to Bhag Cova vl.zro

wire cnd

net buk wmuch lerger.

1s sad aubbon s lawers

Arter three or four ultzupi:
WeAsUPiNng o« 0r 4 incilgs uio

The net was puc vowm  goin
ai thebts CRUunteCesns  #ang
yewy unliow., alze. e o e

Oove,

GRECIRBIE:
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Oc theskull of i Jlmaiold ¥z lg.

vrdile I weog on Pobble Island I found the gras b2z pord
of tag sxull of o Ziphioid whule on the howch., Unifortunotsly
no data sre cvalleble as to dece of strandcing, longbh oe ser,
I coﬁsic?red neaverth less that apys icentificuble speciumen Tyo

a Ziphiec’d of the Southsrn Gcean wes worthy of pressrvition

and thercfore brought the skall into Stanley,

On_g Lolphin strended ot Cupe 2emovake.

Siortly before my reluun to Stanley She "RPenguinh
publishad a report of the strandiiag ~f & Delphin newr Cape
Penbroke lighthcuse, Or ny return I teleplonsg to thoe Shisl
Lightkeensr; viao visited the aniual on my behslf ind inforiisd

hat there woes no danger of its being swent cway Dy the

=
D
ot

ot
=

the PF:1%lands,

The animal was 2 bl:azk, grey znd ywhite fou

=
@
(=
o
=
]

almast six feat long, of most attenuated form snd and o

jack

Eaoies Shehe of tedveneed docomposition huth the slieVedmaidakE
been preserved in salt clonmg with the hewd. Tlippers and
flukes. The dorsel fin, if it hzd besn piesent, as sgevied

alrost cert: inm, had heen ssten by carnivorous dircs,

de and further that it was onz af the "eowmon bDlael apd il

efinite heak not unlike thet of Deinnipus delphds itself. It

s
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eWALKTLAED I3Lanng Downing Street,
No, 207 September, 1971,
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8ir,
I have the Yionovr to transmil to you, for
your information, conieg of heports on Sealing
wrtea-—""  Investigmations in the Falklaad lslznds carried out
R
.-""'-.‘

by Mr. Hamilton, together with a Chart illuztrating the
Third Henort.

I have the hogour to bLe,

SQ1F.
Your most obedient,,

hwaeile Servant,

COVERNOL
SIKR Jal'B3 0'CRADY, K.0.Y%.G.,
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StleRSPORT O SHAL INVUSTIGATIONS
1N 'THE
FALKLAND ISLANDS .
APRIL TO OCTODER 1931

On the l4th.of April I left Stanley fory Cape Dolphin
where I encamped on the 18th.
iy intention was ﬁdgrriv s1f possible =t some conclucion
vith regurd to the zge vhoses of the femule Ctarie and to
oboerve the geasocnal variations in the rcokery on Canpe Jole
phinsdata of some intervest with referencoe tec both thece
points huve been obiteinede.

2« Cn the whole the weather of the winter wos good,but
there was o good dewl of froot and some snowstorms. The
tent proved susitisfactory under the somewhwt vrylng conditions
but discomi'ort due to celd veu experienced to a somevihnt dis

agreacble degree.

Jde As 1 have previocusly raportedpﬁr.G.Cox, wing to illncoy
wvas replaced by Iire..Reive from the Ist.of ioyjsir..eive have-
ing feund perymunent work in the canmp I have re—engageﬁ B
Cox who has been in good health for & considexable tine

4. The extirs horse purchased in April hes proved a satis-
factory wnimnl and up to the end of September cll the animuls
hod sitood the winter well. There is every reason t0 ox-
pect that the three which I left at Cape Ilolphin,by the k nd
permission of r.Cor.andressen,mancger of Son Curlos faxrm of
which Cape Dolphin is part,heve kept up thelr céndition,hut
I huve had no news of them since Scoptenbver. The remaining
tuouving been kept in Stenley and hond fed,are in excellont
contiticon,

H. Up te the 19th of June I confined mysell to observation
only snd eventually bogan to believe that I ecouvild wppitcicte

differences which might be due to difference of soex arong

the
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the imnature seal. I accordingly begun eon the date mention
ed to shool sclected specimens in the hope that they might be
females and it turned out that this was almost slways the case
the difference in genersl appearanca is often very alight,but
cun usually be apprecisated when there are representotives of
the tuo sexes together.

6. The colliscticn wes continued until I considered that I
had sufficient materiel when I returned to Stunle:,arriving on
the 15th.of Augustsenother female has been obiaibed sinece that
date. In 611 18 femele seals were collected during thiis
Tmpmyear end § immaturce moles, ~ilve of the younger femsles
were found dead on the beuch but still sufficiently fresh to
be of use.

7. with one or two exceptions the entire sXeleton has Lecn
prepured and dried and éperies of flat skins has een preser=-
ved in order do illusirate colourution. An examination of
the Temule reproductive orguns was wxade except in obviouuly
guite immeture seal and somne ovaries have Leen presexved.

8¢ A smpll collection of intestinel varesites was obtained
and many specimens ol a Yentestemid were found in the poster-
ior nusal pussages of almost every wnimal. sxumples have
teen preserved.

9. The colleeticn of female akulls was brought to Stunley
and p.epared for examinaticn by beiling in & solution of
godium XXearbonute under constunt supervision,ifol owed by

more or less complete dehydration in spirit and thorough

drying. All tecth cre then examined individuelly cnd loous
ones glued into their sockets. The origincl bone latel

nunber is painted on each skull and mandible.

10« imring the winter of 193C X& the skulls of 13 cows
were collecta ' @o that there ls «w series of 31 skulls ol the
ferwile Oturie to be considered. Of them one,a pup,vns fousud

in April so that it is nct comperatle to any of the others

and in the teble thei=ef o breeding cow has Leen

i
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tecn omudittied for th: present since I have not yet decided if
it should bu considered @3 being in its fifth or sixth yeur.
The cow in question was pregnant zlthough only § fect lope
with a skuil lengtih of 237mme it is my cvinien at present
that covws do not noimelly breed until they sre six years olad
but this specimen sugzests thut they may execupiiconelly do so ot
the age of five years;an occurence vinich may ot be unconcected
with the excess of bullis which undouvutedly existe in the Sslkla
lands:on the other hand she may have been ouly & 3tunted speci-
individual
men sineed there 1s a good deal of ;variation imn size in Utaria.
11. ven as ewrly as July males vere tazking an interest in
cows which were approaching weturity and it wes with great

'3

difficulty that I drove off & mele from itne body of & cow whic

-
]

I shot carly in Asugustztek The male ectuelly carried the dezd
coyw down the beuch in order tc ensure wossession and showed the
greatest deternination and ferocity in defending the carcaos.
12. A vague sort oi narem life seems to L-e kept up by some of
the sezl during the wvinter,covs and vups collecting round some
mzle or cther. The vookeries becomc very depleted towords
the end of the winter howvever,since lhe genl sp-fur lenve then
in congidernvle nwivers. The meles favour particuler parts
of the beech and atey on it even outoide th@breeding season: 1
could recognise on Cape Dolphin onc or two males whaich I hod
sgon on the same parts of the beach during the Lreeding scuson.
13. Yhe death rote must be feirly heavy zuong genl ol lhe
first and =zecond ycars I ving regard tc the numaber vhich ig
Tound dend. They are usuzlly emaciuted and dewth is proe~
bacly due to an inkylostoma infection,since,in seal dezd in
thios condition thét parcsitc was found in the gut which was
£421ced with o derk mucous liquid obviously containing a good

deal 82 blood:mspecimens of the parasife have been preserved.
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/4. The following are the vesults of counts of the Sea Lion herd

on Caupe Dolphin ocutside the bresding seazson.

It will be observed

thet there ig g steady decline in the nurbeys as the year advinces

These are round numbexys and will reguire some slight alterstion

for my final report.
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Table of measurements of famaloe Stzriz.

Year of gg@g~=~e=vwee=- 1ui. 2nd . 18 o éth,. H4he Sthe
tumter of specimense« 4 2 4 3 4 9
Totel lengih, ieftein Ttein. fleinne flein. fLein. Theine
moximusa 3 11 3 3 & B IR DR 6 3
NSRRI 8 A s~ O NEG N AT Ry 5
eversge & 8% 3204 4 1k 4 7 5 0OF S5 1
Skull lengthes=cewes mm. Il » T e BT » me e 1D o
maximuz 189 205 Z13 sed patish Q37
migimun 132 199 212 ZEC 230 267
AV RLREE 136 201 212,56 222 237 =006
. Two phedographs wre atlached showing male and female shkulls
one of eaclh year of age of sack sex.
Uoper 110t jyaales,left to right.
Wumber 1030 115¢ 1189 1133 1138 1683
Ftein. Ti.in. ftein, ftelna fieinie THeline
Iength 3 9 ¢ b 4.11 6 O Y o EE
T e LRI« NXs o Il e G @ ile
Skull 159 231 239 277 209 34z
lower photograph.fenalgs,left to right.
Tuntbsr 1142 1031 1078 1683 1100 1104
ftelnn,s ftelna Pteing ft.in. ft.ina. Bharre
Jonpth 3 7 3 @ A 4 8 S e 8 &




4.

16. Visit tS w83t Palkland ané Search for Lreeding Dlephant
Beul.

‘hen he wes in Stanley in larch I suggected to the
Direstor of Reseorch that it was desirable to search for treed-
LleThent Sosl nt the appropridte scason(Ociober) since so large
& number of this species had beer killed by the secwling company
ant o pregnant femwle was Zouncd dead in April 1330,3 1 have re-
portec. The matier was 2aid before the Commitiec and there
wao ganctioned the cxpenditure of mot more than 2250 on hire of
the Ileurus for the purpose.

17. I% appecred te be desipgable to visit Vesl Falllend ws a
preparztion for the swwmer®s work on Glarig,l thcerefore went
thither on the 1l4th of September and crrunged to mest the rleurus
2t Hill Cove on the &6ith. of Gectober. duving lunded at Tevidd
Island 1 went o PTort Howard.Fox say and Port Stephens,vheve I
steyed for several dayvag.during vhich I visited Cape ieredith and
the po-calied Iageoon near it but found only & few inuature le-
phent Senl:therszs is a large rockexy of dterdan in this locality.

18. lir.Jdames kobertson,uanager of TFort Stephens farm and zgent

Tor lr.John iamilton,owiier of .eddell ‘Islanifkindly promised to
hely m2 to survey the Otaria rookeries off the Vest Coast of
west Falkland with the'"Penclope®,s schooner beleaging to weddell

Islund.,.

18. Fxrom Port Stephens I mmioommimcckm rode to 11111 Cove where I

joinad the

G

Mleurus on the 6th.of Ceitober. I vigited 21l the

settlexents,except oneson Lest ralklund and e¢verywhere received

the grewvtest hovpitality and all assistence which was required.
20. On October the 6th.,the weather veing very {ins I pro-
cecded to Sedpe Island whorve I had often hewrd that .lephants

might be foung,only twio were gecn,noé brecding,but o large breod
/\-‘L"L’“
ing Peekewy of Utaris wus discovered. Sodge Ieland is one of

+

the fow rlaces vhere the'"Johnny Rook" Ibyeter Talklandicus is \

8till to be fouwkd in numbers. "he birds were very taue,a
smell floek following ue wherever I went and coming close up it

I nlted for a miaute or two.
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At Cureass Islend,waere we cpent the moght,i wes given the

skin of ifheygillus f2uticeti,a Tinch which is new to the selhland
three
iiste. Next cay I vigited thelvwing it found only zmm ..lenhunt

senl of which two were luvge meles,and thereerfter the Fleuru
seiled Southward Toy ine Arch Islends te which slcvhent Sewl axc

knoun to resorte Le did not make the fdlonds thut doy,but on

=

the following did so,after culiing at Tort Stephens for which place
the Fleurvs had o bag of nmails which I hed been apcked Ty the Coleni-
21l secretuxry to delivey if poscible.

B lilag ey ,the Stheof Cciober I inspecicd ithwee' orf ithe Ereup
without finding eny slechsuts and collected a Iplr cised male of

the Loopaxrd dealij;the skeleton of this animal Iks oeea rreseived,as
wvell & some parasitco. “he gtempch was  Jull of akin and viubben
of Sez Lion DUB3.

2. diemt day,the 9th,.,T visitaed the folloving isloncy in the Yalke

land Sound without Tinding cny Lleprant Sewl-west, ediesveliste

Telands and the kleghant Cuys. it Epgeduell islond,vwhnerc we
spent the night,I accured the lovier jaw of o cwell idd-wnle:

this andsal had been found about six montas previously sne I had

beer informed thet it wus being kept for me:the preceedings had

only coaprised iying the anizal to the jetty by tie L il so thev it
very noturelly vrolke adoift ana senk. This whwle A WG

swovt nine feet ia lanpik.

Z4. (n the subseguent doy I weni to plingislend,nocer dpeeducll,
but owing to o sudden IHorderly gule the deyw @orx weo curtouiled
ana on the day followdng I inspected George and Larren .slunds,
vithout finding any <lephunt Sesl:an hour &y two waa oocat on
George islend loozing for "Canves-backVoucke w ospecics mueh desired
by the Lyitish xﬁaeum,but nonc wers rtound.

24, n the 13th. Fleurus went towerds e Lion Islunds wiich wiw
a well kpown neunt of the Hlegphont Seel but the svell was too hoov,
to permitl luhdﬁnalso we ecunchored in ¥ull Roaas in the Lay of lar-
Lourde A landing wes nade on Zew Lions on the léth.without ro=-

sultsthe men in cherge of the shecoy on these fslunds told we i

{t1c Llephents did not come vy until lute in the yeur.
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The xswmwx same day I wiost 1o Livel& Island but found thsti there
was not time to visdt tho smnall islands off it whepe slephant Seal
have been found since the time covered by the cherter woney was due
to expire next day. The last day,the 15th vwas spent in Tleaszant
-oads wuiting for the wind to abate;l had the hope that I would be
able to visit Lowl Toint in the harbour numed because it wos the
pluce where I had found the pregnant cow -lephant cnd mepy of the

apecies have ueen killed there but it was inposaible ilo lund owing

to Lad weather. I returned to Stanley about CC.3C on the 16th.
of COctober. The wole tour was unproductive as reguris bre ding

ulephunt Seal.

25. A day or two before R.B.Z.illiam Scoresby sailed Tzom oStanley
in Ebvember-}iarranged with lr.Gunther and Capiain Jolliffe to visit
Boot Point again and was able to do so cn the 26th.of liovember. On
this occapion a landing was ecasily effected and thirty three .ule-
phant Seal were found ineluding several pups of the year,one of vhic
had not entirely lost its first woolly coat.

26« I invited thae lonourzble Colonial vecretary to Lo one of the
party on this occusion and he suggested that His Lxcellency tne
Governor would like to be invited alsojthe invite ion was according-
ly mode and ldis Ixcellcney accopied.

27. The problcern of the origin of the numerous .lcphant Seal which
now ocecur in the felklends is s5till unsolved. According to
imtthevws the pups do ot take to a polagic life Tor soms months
aftex birthfthis would indicate that ithe species does bLreed in the
¥olklznd Islands,on the other hand the lack of evidence ws to the
occurence would suggest that the Falkland Sezl are the overilow
froi South Geoxrgin, The sealing company hus rcported the killing
of neusrly four thousand Llerhants so that the number to bLe considere
ed is not small. It is not unreaconable to expect thut if the
Hlephant Seal does not breed in the Falklands it moy tegin to do se
any seascn and I consider that a close watch should be kept on it
since it is potentiully an ssset of some value to the Colony,und

¢he history of the animel in South Georgla shows thut it responds

rapidly to protection.. .4 07 e
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PFALELAND ISLANUS.

bowning Street,

HO . /30 20 november, 19ul.
: §$¥§EEEBEE£Q?>A
e 3( 21 0E01950)7)
| I have bqsfﬁi%ﬁ%xﬁiﬁﬁ%efer t0 my predecessor!
@\(ﬁj :1; despatch Nc. 107 of the Z2Ad of Zeptember which enclose
R copies of Zr. Hamilton's rcports on Sealing
investigations in thoe Faliland Islands.
Zs I shall be glad il you will furnish me with
your onservations on lr. Hamilton's suggestion on
nage 1U of his rourth keoort that a sealing vEficer
should be appointed to safeguard the Jlevhant tgel
herde.
I have the honour tv bve,
Sk g
Your most obedient
humble scrvant,
(Sgd. codilliey Bl &8
GOVERIICR,

SIR JAMES OVGRADY, LeGaidala,

cte., etce, et
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STANLEY

29th.December 1931.

The Honourable Colonial Secretary.

In accaordance with instructions which I have received
from the Secretary of the "Discovery" Committee,I beg to submit
nerewith for the information of His Zxcellency the Governor,a copy

of my most recent Report on the Seal of the Falkland Islands.

—

= -
(J.5.Hamilbomn)

29th .December 1931.
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15/30.

6t January, 22

Siz,

I an directed by the Governor ito acknowledge with
thanks the receipt of your letier of the 29th of
December, 1931, and of the cnclosed ccry of your mosi
recenv Report on the Sez)l of the Falkland Isiands, which

Repoxwt Hiz Izcellency has read with mueh initeresi.

I an,
ShsI

Your obedient servanig,

Colonial Secretary.

H}k_‘l(&{-gf’r
e

J. E. Homilton, Esqes MellM,, SQe TeZ.8.,
Stanley. NN



GOVERNLINT HOUSE,

sT‘lI‘ILJ‘J L]
FallllalD TOLANDS,

6th January, 1932.
Hoe 11,

Sir,

In reply to your despatch Lio. 130 of the 20th
of November, 1931, I have the honour to state that
I am in full agreecment with the view expressed by lir.
J. U, Homilton as %0 the desirabllity of appointing
a Sealing Officer to saleguard the elephant seal herd
in the Talklend Islands and generally to eniorce the
observance of the regulations relavive to the killing
of seals of all kinds.

2. iihen sealing operasions re=open in the Colony
therefore I shall not fmil to meke the necessary
arrangenents, cithor by detailing for the duty an
officer already in the Government scrivice or by enguging

a suitable person from an outside source.

I have the honour to be,
Sir,

Your most obedlient
humble servant,

JAMES O'GRADY

T RIOHT HONOURsbLLE
SIR PHILIP CUNLIFFB-LISTZR,
Gn BaE.. P.Co 9 M-Co » In‘iol’a »
SECRETARY OF STLTE FOR THY COLONILS.




THE FLOATING FACTORY:
These are inflated and scaled ta enable them to be towed and dealt with in
barrels of cil per diem instead of the sixty or sevenly of earlier time:

vessels, including twenty-three " faclories ™

rotation

The mather ship ali & w]mling fleet to which are lashed the earcasses of the catches

1.500

A factory can lo-day extract

The Norwegian flect is now composed of 100
and the tank capacity exceeds 1,000,000 barrels

FROM THE CROW'S-NEST: The old science of harpooning by
small cannon firing a harpoon and high explesives
The largest whaling fleet that has ever salled from Norway Is now down ,In the

Antarctle where thc whallng seagon ie In full operation. The fleel comprises 4f2 float.
Ing factories, 20 transport vesscls, and 230 whale catchers. Such an armadn |16 Lhis
has ntver befare berl seen in the Antarctle and prave fears are expressed that the
whalg'is In danger af cxtinetlan In these waters. This Is, however, groundless, j|as the
whpnlep of ta-dony are more productive of oll thaon those caupht in previous{ years.
The tptal capacity of tha factorles Is 2.400,000 barrels, snd 20 tankers with a ehpacity
of 95¢3.000 barrefs have nileo baen chnrtered. Most of the oll has alrendy been sold te
\n'Ier.'\En" buyers on the hagis of £25 o tan. Whallng is no longer the romantl) affair
94 nas‘ ¥eaps~.The wheole enterprise Is organized to cut out adventure nndflu pay
mvideyy, o shareholde's, The technique of whaling has been enormously develisped in
ey years and I8 Sill advaneing. Fast and speedy craft. improved harpoor eaulp-
carrying deadly €pioslve charges, the full use of the wireless telephone batween
ar ahin and chaefs, and the Intensive study of ice, weather, and whallng g =ds

hand immortalized in Moby Dick has given place to a

oll eambine to make whallng a
well-organized and highly teen
nical proposltion. To such o
pitech has thls organization
been brought thnt the mother
ship Is able ta inform the head
quorters at Oslo of the dally
catch In the Ross Sea

= i 3

THE MATERIALS

FOR

MARGARINE
used mainly to make the pojular butter substitute.
thaugh fcwer, the present type of aquatic mammahian is larger hoth in <ize and oil-praducing capacity

A factory ship with whales tethered to the stern. Whale oilis
The feared extinction of whales is a groundless terroi for,

EIGHTY YEARS OLD A Right whale caught of

upper jaw is the balleen from w

Only last year. Admiral Evans, the Antarctic explorer, stressed the Impoartanca of the
whallng Industry ns an outlzt for British capltal and as a seurce of employmen, G —

only far aur ex-naval office =

znd men, but also far sur shipbullding.trades.

He com-

plalned that we hm_:l sat s1.1] while the Narweglans wrested #1cm us an Industry that Is

now bringing ="
Norwegians th

“*esgw ol paunds.
-itish seamen were forgetting all tLey ever knew about whaling <

On the other hegd, it is to the credlt gf the

e s

{f South Georgia, lying on a flenshing platform.  The fringe from the IHROUGH THE

sich corsets and erinclines used to be built up

the Norweplans themselves were putting the Industry on & sound commercial feollng.
l-—Sciance and modern nppliances have been brought to their ald by the Norweglans ot
|  ewery turn, both for ~spotting’ and killlng and treating the whale. Acroplancs nre
llkely to be uscdfor obscrvatlon purposes In the near future, and experim=nts are belng
made with npparatus Inteaded to kill the whale by passing en electrle current nleng the
- wire attached to the harpool- At present n skllled gunner ma<es £5 000 a year. Incrensed

ICE

The

“chasers " follow the mather ship of fuctory ships (frony the stern of whien this
piclure was taken) through the leads in the pack ice '

whalllp actlvities during recent years appear to have had the curious effect of imoroving

the |

versli=
brerd
Ar

dlviduals both
bull-v noles who formeérly kept thelr younger rivals away from the cows. This iIs oniy another

In quality and slze. Thls |s probably cue to thea killing ot of oid

-¢ the sportsman's old polley of destroylng old cock bhcasants to improye thej
“-talnly looks as though the Ideal comblnation in whaling enterprisa must by
-n—Britlsh capital and Britlsh-bullt ships mannec by Norwegdlan cre: a.

%



Southern Pur seal (Aﬂcteeephﬁmus austraiis)

In the course’ cf o recent visit td some of the principal
Fur seal rookeries in the islands, a totdl approximetely 14,000
seal were seen, Estimates for the individual rookeries were as

follows: R R
Volunteer Rocks 2,000 ?all ages;
Elephant Jason ¢ # OOO 8

Landsend Point a ke
(New Island) > " '3, OOO TR
Bird Island 38 pups

Only at Bird Island was it possiblée to examine the seal closely.
In addition to these localities Fur seal are known o sccur in
considerable numbers at North Island and Besuchene Island, and there
are reports of small numbers at Cape Meredith and Macbride Head,
It is reasonable to assume that no othier rockeries of any size
at present, and a figure of 22,000 is probably a moderste es
for the teotal numbers of this s*ecies in the islands,

I am very velugtant to ,Jv'est ; Pigure without a detailed
census to confirm this estima’ but unti this detailed census is
undertaken not mere than 1“”0 sncula be taken annually, and this
figure should be divided proportionately to the actual numbers cstimated
for the different rookeries. It would also be advissble to proclaim
one rookery as a rveserve, Volunteer Rocks by virtue of its proximity
to Stanley being probebly the most suitable.

Ns regards a lower size limit for sbals to be taken, it 'is known

that the mszle is the same size a8 the male of the nort“brn Pur seal
(Callorhinus alascenus), although the fa¢916 is larger than that of the

latter species. Thervefore only male seals above the age of three

years and a length of 48 inches should be taken, The upper size limit
will be set by the quality of the skins, which decreases with age, but
it will probably be dbout 58 inches, in any ocase once sealing is begun
pn.thig species the men taking the scal will soon see which skins are
of ‘value, -

2 Bittle is known of thp dateg of the breesding season but pups are
first born in the early port of December, I would suggest that until

morel exact knowledge is avallable a closed season from Dpcember ist, 3
to S8y January 15th, should be imposed. i A
In ny opinion the licence should be subgect to revision after g i
period of not more than three years, or until sueh tzme as a detailed ' 3
investigation is possible, ‘ : TR S
& g i

sglﬁf:ﬁﬂ"ﬂl fea 1ion (a-:mg byronia) ; L




S | s heiiling oub 1 tie
Y, - then T&,200 {of which the
L aﬁw.ﬁ‘ Ahis t!ae licence

3 bulis if shouid be Tevised to permit the

Yo 1 ‘no seel under a windmus. of 126 inches ahould
‘he. talngn 'Ehﬁ.n corceaponds Lo sn age of i years.
T The m:rinm sdrdiod Lo The eluneﬁ aeagol ,ahmla he i‘rnm Setober 1st,

, to November 30th,

Tt would be as well Lo resbrict the nusber of Blephart hides fo
be exported to the U.K. to about 250~300. per yeor, ao =28 to comnand
the beat pricé and ensure p regular maviat,

. {8gd,) Ro:M. Laws.
11,3.5)
£ b1 e N e
X : :




