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Y/E.
Reds (133) and (136 to 145) submitted.

In order to obtain furhier capital the Falk. Is. & 

Dependencies Sealing Company submit an application 

for the consideration of Y.E. to grant them a licence 

for a period of seven years - para. 8 (135)

They also seek permission to take annually'"— 

15,000 to 20,000 hair seals, 1,000 elephant seals and 

whales to an unlimited quantity - para 8 (133)

As regards sealing the Company are agreeable 

to limits being fixed and suggest Fox 3ay Heads to

I
2.

5.

New Island .
Tne correspondence was sent to the Govt. 

Naturalist for nis observations, and his reply is at
4.

reds (136-145).
In dealing with the points referred to in5.

para’s. 1, 2 and 3 above the Govt. Naturalist states ) 

He considers the following furtherpara. 1. 
information should be obtained

(a) The exact financial position of the Sealing Go.

(b) The probable source of new working capital.

(c) The proposed re-organization of the Co., and

(d) The proposed whaling operations - para. 2 of

red (145). The/

A



0
The Government Naturalist states that he is unable
to recollect that the system of annual licences has 

never prevented the whalers, whose annual expenses 

are very large, from fitting out their expeditions 

and that while there are still whaling companies 

operating under Colonial licences it does not seem 

desirable to establish a precedent in such a maimer.

Para 3 (1) - red (145).
Watson does not seem to realize that: there would 

probably be no question of his licenpe not being renewed 

as long as the sealing was conducted1in a reasonably proper 

but he also points out that the Company has in the 

past frequently offended against the conditions of the 

licence and that its general conduct:has been open to 

criticism - para. 3 (2) red (144).

He advocates an annual licence and he gives reason 

in para. 4 of red (144).

Re para. 2 above the Govt. Naturalist considers that 

a total of 10,000 bulls may be killed annually up to 1950 - 

para 11 (b) red (141). 

between 5,000 and 10,000 less than the Companyfs requirements.

In para. 14 (c) Mr. Hamilton suggests that the number of 

elephant seal be restricted to 500.

With regard to whaling Mr. Hamilton suggests that the 

only restriction should be that the Right whale be excluded 

from the licence.

Finally Mr. Hamilton suggests the following seasons

1st June

He goes on to say that Mr.

way

This it will be observed is

3lst October.Sea Lions
1st March - 30th September.Elephant Seal

Re: para. 3 above Mr*. Hamilton suggests that an area 

of reserve should be established vide para. 3 (b) of red (145).
Although inexperienced in the matter of sealing 

I feel in agreement with the views expressed by to. Hamilton, 

particularly on the information contained in para 13 of red

6.

(139)/
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(139), para 14 of reds (139 - 138), and submit a draft 

reply to the Company for tne consideration of Y.E.
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Sir,
,/xth reference to previous correspondence in connection 

with. Scaling to he and or taken this Season, and for which 
license has been granted already for the taking of Otaris 
Byronia - or ordinary H-air Seal or Sea Lions (males only), 
wo hereby apply for permission to also kill and process 
hale Sea" ilephants (Naororhinus prohoscldeus) .

fhis Company has in previous Seasons been granted permission 
to kill and process male sea-elephants, and the taking of a 
oroportion oil such animals, greatly raoilitstes <>ne worn as one 
large sea-elephant is equal to 3 seals in regard to oil produced.

Also sea-el©chants are in better condition earlier than 
-lions and sealing, for the elephants only, could be commencedsea

any time after the first of May.
fLe animals remain around the Islands until about the end 

of August, after which month they almost entirely disappear, 
and do not re-appear until the second week in November.

If Government are satisfied with the manner in which the 
or-ihcipal season will have been worked, both in regard to Sea 
tleohants and Sea Lions, this Company would then appreciate 
Permission to also kill and process Sea Elephants only, from 
the 1st November until the end of the following February, as 
by this means men will be longer in employment and the Scaling 
Company nay possibly obtain some larger benefit from a larger 
production oJ? oil.

I have the honour to ho,
Si r,

Your obedient servant,

for THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS.

i THE HO,.:
V 5 OOLOIHAL SECRETARY, 

3MLF,



Bag x^rice suggested by the prosLwo . m
GlOSgO^.h 1 . 214;- . - . oer ton C .1 #F •

his price it is not possible to arrange 
j;i nonoia 1 assistance for the season with I'essrs.The 
alhlrnd Islands Co Ltd., as the estimated margin of 

etvroen estimated cost of production £15-1 5-4 
end the price offered is so small that there ^ 

is not sufficient margin to guard against any unforeseeable
oftr

'■OitCiCS .e 00: •“ o.

The last time the sealing company worked in 195*; wo 
ered £15-.-. per ton - we produced 500 tons and 

nett profit for the season’s work was only
Actually we did not receive £15-.-. per

r* ?
Oil £400o

(a - roximate).
ton for the 500 tons shipped, as some of the oil was 
re-graded in Ingland and buyers insisted upon paying at 
3 lower rate in accordance with ususfal practice in furope.

Also the said £400 profit did not take into account 
any allowances for depreciation of plant and cost of
maintaining plant when idle.

Under these circumstances we 1 eg to enquire whether 
Government can assist in any way to make it possible for 
the Sealing Company to work during this season in order 
to take advantage of the offer received for oil and to 
keep the industry on the basis of a ’going concern1 for 
one season more.

The advantages to the general public (or any Colonial
11 wo u Id n o a n r emun o ra t i v erevenue) need not be stressed, 

work for about 50 local labourers and for a period of 5 
months or more.

Te refrain from stipulating in any way what form 
official assistance night take, but any form of assistance, 
sufficient to warrant the production of 550 tons of seal 
oil wouId b e v/elc ome. V]But perhaps official assistance be considered in 
any of the following forms:-

e) A bounty or subsidy 021 oil produced.

A cash contribution per month per nan engaged 1 
the Company and taken off the roll, of men at present in 
receipt of Government relief.

b)

Provide finance for the season out of Government/ 
funds funder audit and control) and be prepared to stone- 
the cost of any eventual loss on the season’s working.

c)

d) Guarantee any deficit on season's work so as tP ‘r 
obtain finance elsewhere, 
audit.

Accounts to be under Covenant
y\

/A prompt solution In connection with, this suKieO, 
would to much esteemed as it will he necoaspry, no3’aJ-"



£ >
vthe bargain with the i-rospocuive t.uv ,-,c.

. id also to obtain certain Snore •■arts^o^
x ■ < n/ent j rori South Georgia end a considerable amount 

•" rolimfcnary work also needs to be done on the station 
:■ .J.bomarle before sealing could be commenced 
Junext•

./e have the honour to be , Sir,
Your obedient servants.

m
*

on the
- - O v

for the Board of Directors.

i
S •A' >'(J/A* ?

\

i

*



w m
Suggested conditions under to seal mtight he 

issued *
licence

S°)Sa“o“L» »a»» ilone. It e^lres on the 30th Oetoher ISoS

. K . ,rPiid only for the Colony of the Falkland 
S.The licence i the Dependencies.
Islands and o.oes not ap^.±y

of /33 6 8 is payable on the issue of the licence.
3.The usual fee

4 .The oil produced 
rate .

5.The number

export duty at the currentwill be subject to

exceed 8,0OO(eight thousand 

and. with as
of seals killed is not to

to be killed in a humane manner6 .The animals are
disturbance as possible •little

295/300 rook rifle andh- be used is the7 The only firearm wi^h mai
Should he fitted with a silencer.it sibleprocured and used whenever posof lances must be

firearms.
to be utilised.seal killed is9 .The %ole carcass of every

10 .Hull monthly and ^^^^^^exact'^ocalitits from which 

theyH^ere1taken?the amount’of oil produced from each hatch and 

such other information as may he required.
shall be subject to the super

and mam-11 .All operations under. • £ted hy the Governor a
S!nS % JithoSt cost to the Government.

labour may he employed.12.Only local



receipt of your letter dated the 25 th February, 1955, and
to inform you that his Excellency regrets that he cannot
see his way to assist your Company on the lines proposed.

I am however to state that if your Company proceeds 

with its operations, and the Government is anxious that it 

should do so in order to give employment, His Excellency 

rpuld consider sympathetically an application for a grant 

at the end of the season if operations were well conducted

2.

and a loss resulted.
X am to transmit for your information and guidance 

the accompanying copy of a Memorandum by Hr. S. Erik 

Hamilton :.oc., together with a note of the terms in which
I am. to point out that the object

3.

■1

a licence would issue, 

of all the conditions is to ensure the greatest possible 

prosperity for the industry as a permanent factor in the 

life of the Colony subject only to the restriction that if 

is not possible at present to give different traatosnt tr 

your Company and to others operating within the juris di^*0*

of the Government.

I am,
Sir,

Your obedient servant,
atson, Ksqr•, ID. B*

f
*fcii • jtp.I. ealins Go.secretary,

/
BT-tiiLBY.

/Colonial Secretary.
tL



THE FAIIfLAKD Am PH-ECTKKCiaS SEALING Co.

Sir,
V£ are in receipt of and thank you for your favourable letter 

of 12th inst.. (Ho 75/35)

we wish to express our deep appreciation of his Excellency 
the Governor's promise to consider an application for a grant at 
the end of the Season if, in spite of operations being well 
conducted, a loss is experienced on the Season's work.

We sincerely hope that no loss will be experienced and we beg 
to assure His Excellency that, the undersigned and his collaborators, 
will spare no personal effort in order to bring the Season's work 
to a satisfactory conclusion.

We have to add that Messrs The Falkland Islands Company Ltd. have 
agreed to finance the Season's work, and that negotiations are almost 
concluded with a purchaser in England who has offered £15.- per ton 
for Grade “A" seal oil and £14.- per ton Grade «B« seal oil, and for 
a minimum quantity of 300 tons. The prices for seal oil are C.I.P. 
English port.

Thus far the negotiations are on a clear basis and everything 
■ in order to commence necessary repairs to the plant and proceed 
>work as soon as the seals are in sufficient numbers on their 
‘"ling grounds.

\
■■^fflOLS OF LICKuSa.

—-—this connection the Sealing Company is quite natui^llfc
k° meet Government requirements to the fullest extent poss 

/^heless there are certain points which it may hot oe possiW^ 
/£fy immediately — and we would here remark thp^ Sealing 

Ini'Sj^kave been conducted during 1928, 1929 and 30 an* again 
Hjj^Maring which periods it would have been possible to test

of the hunting procedure at present lp<-d down had the 
Mmpany been aware at the commencement of operations 

\£.c^hunting procedure was desirable.

it is at present the Sealing Company cov1^ not guarantee 
t drying out of such requirements to the setter, but can promise 

Ce vour by every means possible to meet che said requirements.

■idle,

ea
l WlLHJLAKCE.

of the men likely to be employed °y the Company can be
a lance in the manner

Kt
\ Celled

■ d?on 
atd eve 
Peth)d.

as sufficiently expert to
Nevertheless the Sealing company will procure lances 

effort will be made to perfect the killing of seals by this

us*
3 .

y^bji.G \ | 
\ ^Ptc 1 
P® prov 11

•gas ARMS.
tprosent .303 Army pattern rifles have been used and 
1 efficient, both in regard to killing the sealsry

:i



1
However, as a 295/300 rook rifle cartridge with an 80 ^rain W

bullet is recommended by Government, tn.e bealinto I
this equipment together with silencers, and 1

the suggested change ox weapon

Falkland Jp Dependencies__ Sealing. Co .The
2.

and tear that theand in regard to the general wear 
undergo.

outright 
rifles

solid lead
Company will procure

effort will be made to proveevery 
desirable.

eois a “Sherwood" rifle by Westley Richards .300 bore firing a 
copper capped kullet of 120 grains, and arrangements have already 
made to borrow this weapon (it has a silencer, together wit. ~ 
rounds of ammunition which are available locally.

Other 
Ltd.

equipment will have to .ordered by cable xrom Kessrs 
_ rifles £5-5-0 each, silencers. £1-12-6 each, and 

ammunition 80 grains solid bullet from I.C.I. Ltd. at <^3-8-4 
kone of this extra equipment can ire arrive here unuil

B.S 
.300
per 1000. 
end of may or early June next.

Dill v I i .G SiXbJ-i S. _ j. j. i __The observations made in this connection will oe constantly
borne in mind and if any seals succumb whi 1 e being diiven une
the blubber will be collected and utilised.

PARTICULAR CQlLDiTIOLS OF LICLFSL. . . „
1) The Company agrees to only kill adult males of the .

(Otaria byrona) the li^nse
>air

seal, or Southern Sea Lion 
to expire oh 30th October 1935.

/alklaad2) Sealing operations will only take place in the 
Islands proper.

3) The fee of £33-6-8--. will be deposited befr 
commences.

e sealing

rtedreel exp4) Export duty will be deposited on each y 
and at the time of export.

.d at p/00° we
5) In regard to the number of seals frkg sr_all and 12?000^ 

respectfully suggest that the nurnTp^ c fear of depleting 
seals could be taken this seasonire lulled, and when the 
the stock. Last year no seals ^ nY the figure was 
license was first issued to tin/* * 
placed at 20,000.

than 8,000 seals 
would not like 

hampered by being
the terminating

mat even less
the CompanyWhile it is quite possible Qn 

may be taken during the s^°Season 
to have a possible succe/u The date for
restricted to 8,000 sea'3 * -. qalready protects against
cf the license, 30th p5"” er ’
3ials being taken at * wi?ong ep0°h*

\



The Falkland L Dependencies Sealing So.

4.

a) number of seals to be taken.

b) type of firearms to be employed.

c) Engineer of foreign nationality, 

will be much appreciated.

I Liave the honour to be Sir, 
Your obedient servant

for the Board of Directors.

THE HOE • ro-ipm A'pv
• THE COLONIAL LEf.STA



'
i: 75/35 , ! *

19tii March,
i

\
: ir,

X am dirooted by the .governor to aclcnowledge the 

receipt or your letter undated, and to inform you that your 

Con»>r«:*.y 3}\ouI • obtain and use the typo of rifle recommended

by ' r. JamiXton , o., for its forthcoming sealing
\ I ' . • . '

o r:.- ions^ ; ; u to V. tuot th.. use of the 303 rifle at

aV • year -U* ronui-e.: to bo limited to the minimum 

•iotatem by practical necessity and the: number of rounds
if I

,:u . .mould bej recorded and reported•

an to • ' ■ :.o \r. fch reference to the condition that 

ko number of tseaio icilled is not to exceed 30 • <5 that it 

wtil -bo neot.seury to auciit the report of the healing Officer 

attache! to tin c :oe . i Uon before consideration can be 

'Avon to any . .odif ication of that number •

5. I as| to inform you that there is no objection to your 

Company empl -yin?; a Norwegian .engineer, provided that an 

hugineer cannot be obtained 1 -cally.

r am to siato further that tho spirit in v;hich your

\
■

i

II

«

n-:
\

\

4.

co-a^aytg willingness to givo full effect to the wishes of 

the 

v;i\i >,
d^yoyjiBKnit tuid tiio terms of tao licence is i-ianifestsd

■ consiflerablo beu.x‘i<(g on any further applicationHve a
ypivc* oo.-.ipany, in tills ar/ subsequent years.•£■***% Ai

-f. ju 'A

/■

X1 f

.nk D.R.-atsoa, 
faigiU::; pircato},

aUlaad iaIsaac , ue^uaon 
' CVaRv-y, j «:? .

ir,
Your obecUent^3ervmnt♦

Color,
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Decode. r/TELEGRAM;

The Governor .From

of State.Tlie SecretaryTo

18*30 .Time :19 35.2nd April,Despatched :
Time :19

Received : • • •

for forth- 

to authorise 

of Sealing

■be permitted to 

the conditions

for licence 

Hamilton propose 

under supervision

that Company

have appliedSealing Company

After consulting
25.Ho.

coming season.
to take 8,000 hair sealCompany

Recommend in additionOfficer, 

take elephant
exceeding 300 subject toseal not If Company

in need
. 35 28th June, 1933.Hoset out Sn your telegram

it will provide
outlet for mena productive

the burden
operate 

of employment

strongly

of unemployment* 1can
and relieve 

recommend approval. Governor.



75/55*

55*Gth April,

Sir ?
I an directed to acknowledge the receipt of your 

letter of the 30th ha: oh, 1955» applying for permission to 

take and kill male sea elephants (tiacrorhinus proboecideus•) 
arid to inform you that the matter has boon referred to 

the Secretary of State for the Colonies *
2* I am to add that a further communication on this 

subject will be addressed to you in due course*

-L cA IJ. j
Sir,

Your obedient servant,

Colonial Secretary,

D.I. • w'ui:son. Lsq 
Secretary,

ihe Falkland Islands
h Dependencies Sealing Co.Ltd

s £\:;l2Y.

• s

• 9



♦

^\JLCU^ \fa\ (j-uJUs*4\ -^°
/VUi/>\yx\^ ^ ^ UA/^^ /tft

(^jCi)f (/I ^VlC*Xav,(X GAJaXAA' •
Ufc, QjvUv' wAaJs.^ ^ iav c^L&Xfa- ta> 

/mJA. (fa IsxaJ*£^' )

(Wvwc OUU^\
wAvwj^ ' C\jUUUa^ ^twvva^

L(UC
d^-^WV-/

jlAtAAA\^/ \Xo^ /AatTvA^.
;

J) (Vyw

JU
Ji^y’ ^/(TA /^C^Lrvt-LftX ir^c cLulvv^ /v^nrw^vl^

ff /^2 Coi.-?^/



r.
m

//

^ /T?<7 r/?sx

/a A 7*7■* ■'A-/ /A> f''ttC^Y(^^{. Sj

</

■6>ts~e p&A ^ j<PLy<
/

yMt^U- a^e /q£lz^sc< £y4^y Ytrz^CJ-ZC4/ SSi‘ /

Ao-^aYc. AntYJ ^v-cY^c <x-ccc_, fd A&SoA '
s'

/rfaAL'd /^ 33t d^upf t2d<4'd

^MsfcduYtud /) Ptf. a,cdt,-t ■dd'CiM/C't'i^s? 7'Ul// 7 /l* t
/ /'





75/35.

"F •8th Aprils

Sir,
to acknowledge the 

-.pri1,1935, and to
I aa directed by the Governor

letter dated the Ftr.

application has been noted.
receipt of your 

inform you tliat your

I am,
Sir,

Yo ur obo di ent s er vanfc,

Colonial Secretary.

Mr. K.R. Cusack.
STANLEY.



75/35*

55 •8th April,

Sir,
I am directed by the Governor to actenov/lodge the 

receipt of your letter dated the 5th April, 1935, and to 

inform you that your application has been noted*

I am,
Sir,

Your obedient servant,

Colonial Secretary#

Mr* Bertie Fleuret* 
STANLEY.
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Decode.
telegram.

.............................. ............¥
IHS-CQL0KI3S,os STATS SOHSECBSTAKYFrom

governor.7o

1920.Time :19 35.
15tlx April,Pespatched •

1100.Time :19 35.
16th April,Received :

I approve.Sealing licenceNo 25.Your telegramNo.37

THE COLONIES.SECRETARY OR STA^E ROR



r‘" v"

-Jf

75/35.

35.17th April,

Sir,
With reference to ay letter Ho. 75/35 o± the 6 th of

the honour to inform you that the 

State has approved, the issue of a licence
April, 1935, I have 

Secretary of
to your Company to take 8,000 hair seal and 300 male

elephant seals o 

2. I have to request that you will inform me as

possible of the date it is proposed to commence

It is sugges ted that the 

the 15th May and terminate on

early as 

actual sealing operations.

licence might commence on

the 51st October.

I am,

Sir,

Your obedient servant,

Colonial Secretary.

D. R. Watson, Esq.f 
Secretary,

Falkland Islands and
Dependencies Sealing Company, 

STANLEY•



yO

D U L__E.3 C H E

G Oi5 D IT IOH3 OF IICFHCE.

6. 8. is paid on the issue of the licence. 

That the usual duty on the export of Seal Oil is paid.

1. That a fee of £33.
Z.

That the licence is valid in respect of the Falkland Islands, 
to the exclusion of the Dependencies thereof, and snail 
commence on the 15th May, 1935, and terminate on the 31su 
October, 1935.

3.

That the seals to be killed are restricted expressly to the 
species known as hair-seals (otaria byronia) and elephant 
seals lmacrorhinus proboscideus) and to adult males a-.one.

4.

the number of seals killed is not to exceed in the ease 
of hair-seal 8,000 (eight thousand) and in the case of 
elephant seal 300 (three hundred).

least 10/4 of the adult male seals are left at each

That5.

That at 
roo kery.

That no pups or females are billed, and that no immature or 
under-sized seals are killed.,

6.

7.

That the seals are killed in a humane manner and with as 
little disturbance as possible, and are not to oe driven 
long distances.

That the 295/300 rook rifle is used fitted with a silencer. 
That the use of the *303 rifle at all is limited to^ the 
minimum dictated by practical necessity and the numoer 
of rounds used must do recorded and reported.

used whenever possible in place o± firearms.

8.

9.

tr^
That lances are10.

11.
far as 
is no undue waste.

That full returns shall be made, monthly, annually and as 
otherwise required shewing the number ox sGcaIs jcllieci, 
localities from which taken, and the amount of oil produced 
and such other information as may be required.

That all operations conducted under this licence snail be 
subject to the supervision of a sealing officer appointed 
by the Governor who shall be maintained totally and 
permanently on board the vessel or vessels employed by the 

without cost whatever to the Government.

12. the

13.

licensees
is committed on private land where sealThat no trespass , . ..rookeries are situated other than is strictly necessary 

for the purpose of killing or trying out seals.
14.

That this licence is not transferable.

That the Company must employ local labour.

That the licence is subject to cancellation or modification 
at any time on commission of any breach thereof or withou* 
cause assigned. i

15.

16.

17.



w

COLONY OF THE FALKLAND ISLANDS.

SEALING LICENCE.

t 19BioSeal Fishery (Consolidation) OrdinanceThe

Colonial Secretary’s Office, 

3 tanley.

30th April, 1935«

of Section 5 of the SealUnder the provisions 

Fishery (Consolidation) Ordinance, 1921, a Licence

is hereby granted to

FALKLAND ISLANDS AMD DEPENDENCIES 
SEALING COMPAHY, LIMITED,

THE

known as hair-seals and 

Colony of the Falkland Islands, 

conditions specified in the 

and during the period therein 

31st of October, 1935.

to take seals of the species 

elephant seals in the 

subject to the terms and 

schedule annexed hereto 

prescribed up to the
/

* 7 /

Colonial Secretary.

L



r-/
75/o5.

35#1st May,

Sir ,
With refei^ence to my letter Ho, 75/35 dated the 17th 

April, 1955, I have the honour to inform you that His Excell- 

the Governor has been pleased to grant a sealing licence 

for the period 15th May to the 51st October,
ency
to your Company 

1935, in respect only of the Colony proper•
2. I have to enclose a licence prepared accordingly 

with validity up to the olst October, 1935, and to request 
that you will be good enough to pay the fee for same, L33• 6• 8,

to the Colonial Treasury,
o. I have to add that you will observe from Condition 

Schedule of Conditions annexed to the licence that tr- 

seals to be killed are restricted expressly to the species 

hair-seals and elephant seals anct oo adult rncxle*.. 
alone. The number of seals killed is not to exceed in the eas<j 

of hair-seal eight thousand (8,000) and in the case of elephufl 

seal three hundred (300), I

5 of the

known as

I am,
Sir,

Your obedient servant,

D.E.Watson, Esq 
Secretary,

Falkland Islands and
Dependencies Sealing Co, 

STANLEY.

Colonial Secretary.



r
/ V

75/35.

35.-th hay,

Sir,

I have the honour to inform you that His

Excellency the Governor has been pleased to 

ap oint you to oe leading Officer for the purpose 

of accompanying the sealing Expedition of the 

?alxland Islands and Dependencies Sealing Co., Ltd. 

which will operate in the Falkland Islands during
(a

■7. J

the period 15th hay to the 5131 Qctooer, 1935.

I have to transmit for your information 

and guidance the accompanying copy of tae condit­

ions on which the licence has been issued, and to 

add that it will be your duty to supervise the 

operations and ate to it that the conditions of 

the licence are duly ooserveu.

a.

You are required to xeep a diary in3.

which you will record daily the number of hair- 

seals and elephant seals -.silled, the localities

from which ta^en, and the quantity of oil produced.

You are required also to make careful observations

of he rookeries with a view to reporting on the

i,:ir. E. Swain,

3TAI4LEY.
(Thro1 Chief Constaole).

I
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r Decode.

TELEGRAM.if
V

MR. SWAIN.,From.

COLONIAL SECRETARY..To

Despatched : 9 th J une , 29 35. Time : 1700.

10th June, 1030.19 35.Received: Time :

Satisfied roo^c rifle ineffective. Noises from 303 rifle

does not frighten seal.

SWAIN.



r/

Albemarle3

7th August 1935.

The FajLsmd & Pep. Sealing Co.Ltd.

The Honourable,
The Colonial Secretary, 

Stanley.

Dear Sir,
I beg to inform you that we have now killed 

and boiled down 5,600 seal and produced from this over 1200 
barrels. I hereby apply for permission to kill a further 
5000 seal, if conditions of v/eather permit we should finish 
the 8000 in about 12 days.

Seal have now come up on the Islands and are 
plentiful. We have only killed 58 elephants, the summer 
months seem to be the season for these animals..as stated 
before from the 15th November to end of February. It is 
our intention to work this season if permission of the 
Government can be obtained. The men are all very keen and 
want to stay out as long as possible, in all I have 30 men 
end boys.employed.

I am referring this to the Government^Sealing. 
Officer ( Mr Swain) for his remarks on the extension applied 
for.

Mr Swain is out continually in the Port.Richard 
and has been of great assistance to us during the time 
Captain Lindenberg has been off duty.

I shall be glad if you will cable us reply as eajly 
as possible as we have delays in getting our Messages without 
telephone communication.

t

I am,

Sir,
Yours obediently,

Manager Sealing Co.Ltd. 1935 Season
/
OHjr /& <£ ,

/

ii - Ls



Vs'

Albemarle
7th August 1935. 

The Falkland & Dependencies Sealing Co.Ltd.

r s
Mr E.Swain,

SeaJLing Officer, 
Albemarleo

Dear Sir, Following our conversation of last evening I 
forward you herewith a copy of letter to the Honourable 
The Colonial Secretary Stanley. I shall be gl^ if you 
will kindle add your remarks to the bottom of this note 
and I will enclose same with my letter. Any other message 

send in reference to this I shall be p_easeo 
Port Stephens for communication toyou care to 

to forward on to 
Fox Bay,

I am
Yours faithfully.

Manager Sealing* Co,Ltd, 
1935 season.

'VL^rL VV fcJzCSL^C
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?5/35.

23 th xugust, 35.

Sir,

'1th reference to your verbal enquiry on the 28n& 

Inst.* regarding an application made by the Falkland 

islands Pealing co^iqany, to talr.e an additional number of 

hail9 seal s X have to inform you that the matter was 

referred by telegram to too 3eorotary of a tote for the 

Colonies on toe 12th of .ugustis and a further telegram 

was sent on toe SSrl .August* requesting an early reply.

I am,

ir,

:'our obedient servant,

C/ri

Go 1onial ecre tary•

i

J\>gerf
'teland Islands Go 

STAIILPY.
Ltd • >• >
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Decode.

TELEGRAM.
uTS

His Excellency the Governor.From

The Secretary of State for the colonies.To

Time :12 *0019 3512th August,Despatched :

19 • • • Time :Received : • • «• . •• • • • •» • • •

With reference to my telegram No. 25 of 2nd April SealingNo . 56.

Company have applied for permission to take a further 2,000 hair seal

Sealing Officer reports seals very plentifulmaking 10,000 in all.

and I recommend that number authorised to be taken be extended up to

10,000

GOVERNOR.

j



r Decode.

TELEGRAM.
ussamz

THE GOYER] OR,::.e.From

T.0, SECRETARY OF STATE FOR TOE COLONIESTo

19 35.Despatched : 23rd August, Time : 0 0®

Received . 09 Time : • O 0e o o o o c O • 0OOO

I.:y telegram No. 56 o'ould be grateful for early reply 

otherwise Sealing Company will have to finish operations

:"0 . 57 •

within the next few days.

Governor.

i



r Decode.

TELEGRAM.
SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES,From.

H.E. ’HIE GOVERNOR.To

1948.35.26th August, 19 Time :Despatched :
1130.35.27th August, 19 Time :Received:

Your telegram No. 56 I agree that increase up to

satisfied that the Company is in
No. 69.

10,000 provided that you are 

a position to oope with the increased number.

Seoretary of State for the Colonies.
A.

J
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Decode.

TELEGRAM.
L ,Fro m

OP.iSATOR, FOX BAY.To

2900 o27th August,Despatched : Time : • • O

Received : 19 Time :o o oO 0 o • O 00 0 o

Following for Sealing Officer, Port Albemarle. 

Sealing Company are authorised to take an additional 2000 hair

Request you will

T TT"* O Tf> ’ T TJ

seal making in all 10,000 message ends, 

arrange for delivery of this message with least possible delay.

Colonial Secretary.

i
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75/35.

35.23til August,

sir,

Vit-h. re?cpence to your letter dated the 7th of 

August, 1905, applying for perr-icoion to >111 a further 

5000 hair seal, I am direot.cS by Sio Governor to inform 

•you that the Secretary of State for the colonies has 

authorised an increase up to 10,000, that is, an 

addition of 2000 over the aooo authorised under your 

1icenee.
n. i have to point out that the licence granted 

to your company is valid only to the -51st of October 

nest and 2 am to enquire whether an attention is desired 

beyond that dote.

I am,
A* ■$ “«•• • J,

Your obedient servant,
|k ^

Colonial :eoretary.

y.Ii. Uatson, Esq*, 
seox*etary,

•pal'cland Islands and
nenendenoies Sealing co

Al&KSS/iBLE.
*>

1
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3 tp fealifenti> Jigd&ufr# (Hxmtp :-rmj, fell tiftf.fr.
------------------------------ “(INCORPORATED BY ROYAL CHARTER 1851.)”--------- ---------------------

REGISTERED 1902.

AGENTS FOR LLOYDS.

telegrams "fleetwing PORTSTANLEY'v.. radio.

28 th Augus t,   /9 35

Sir,

I have the honour to acknowledge receipt 

of your letter No.75/35 of 26th inst. and to

thank you for your verbalmessage of yesterday’s date 

informing me that sanction had kindly been given for

to killthe Falkland & Dependencies Sealing Co.Ltd • »

I have to inform you thatan additional 2000 Seal.

this information was cabled to the Manager at Port

Albemarle*

I am,

Sir,

Your obedient servant,

for Manager#

The Honourable,

The Colonial Secretary,

Stanley#

LH/JT.



IDecode.

TELEGRAM.
From . H .E .THE... GOVERNOR j

To nHE SECRETARY OP.STATE EOR THE COLONIES.

Despatched : 50th. September, 79 55. Time : • • •

Received : 19 Time :• • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

Sealing season has been very successful, 

elephants are reported to be far more numerous than

Recommend that Company be permitted to take up 

to 1000 adult male sea elephants inclusive of number mentioned 

in my telegram No. 25 of the 2nd April, 1935, provided 

Hamilton on personal inspection of rookeries recommends an

No. 63. Sea

was
supposed.

increase in the number allowed.

iGovernor.



r MINUTE.No.
v is requested 

ihat, in any refer­
ence to this minute, 
tile above Number 
and the date may 
!)o quoted).

■C 19 2>S~

To• r
FromI

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY,

Stanley, Falkland Islands.

2y (rr-^o/a^ Ti^c. Jo ' sq 5 S'

nl/V
C- C

r

•<



r
MINUTE.

No-7 5/oc .
1st October, 19 35 ,

To .CHIEF CONSTABLE,From

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY, STANLEY.

Stanley, Falkland Islands.

With, reference to your minute of the 30th of September last

Constable Swain will be required to resume duty as Sealing Officer when 

the Sealing Company is ready to continue its operations, 

that Sealing will be completed by the SOth of October, 1935.

It is expected

Colonial Secretary.

i



F Decode.

TELEGRAM.

From secretary of state for the colonies,

To H.E. THE GOVERNOR.

loth October,Despatched : 19 35. Time : 1230.

Received, 19 '■ Time: , 1045 •11th T»

No. 82. Your telegram No. 63. I concur.

Secretary of State for the Colonies.

"*Y
” -A

.4.1 L V\

i
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r THE FALKLAND & DEPENDENCIES SEALING CO,LTD.t
STANLEY.

1935 SEASON.SHEDULE OF SEAL HUNTING

REMAKESTAKEN.WHERENO.TAKEN.DATS.

Main ArchS2June I.
2.

Sand Bay783.
4.

Main Arch 
Sand Bay

147 
114

5.
6.
7.

Tussac Island 
Sand Bay

68
112

8.
9 o

10.
Main Arch 
Sand Bay 
Tussac Island 
Main Arch 
Sand Bay

126II.
120
110
165
149

12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.

Main Arch 
Tussac Island

11718.
10719.

20.
Sand Bay15521.

22.
Main ArchICB823.

24.
25. Sand Bay 

Tussac Island
118

8026. 27.28.29th loadingoil 
and discharging coial 
from Lafonia.

27.
28.
29.
30. Send Bey-176

2142

from Sea Lion 6c Arch Islands.Elephants taken 56

Unless otherwise stated blank days ane 
due to bad weather.



r 2'

BATE. i\"0. TAKER • remarks.v/hbee takeij.

July* 1.
2 o i as Main Arch 

Tussuc Island 
Sand Bay 
Main Arch 
Tussac Island 
Ten shillg Bay

3 © 131
183A— •

5 o 110
53
72

o.
7.
8.

Main Arch9.
IOf
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20. 
21. 
22 *
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28. 
29 e

135

240
95

Lagoon 
Main Arch 
Send Bay 
Tuseac Island

83
S3

217 Lagoon 
Main Arch 
Send Bay

88
80

20 3: 21 st discharging 
coal from Lafonia.

240 Lago on 
Sand Bay 
Main Arch 
Lagoon
Tussac Island

83
SS

120
57

Main Arch 
Lagoon

55
16930.

2504

from Main ArchElephants taken 3 

Leopards taken 10 Rookery Bay.

ten



r 3

KSilARKS.WHERE TARER.HO.TAHEH.DATS,

Sand Bay244August l.
2o
3 o
4.

Main Arch 
Sand Bay 
Main Arch

177
177
132

5.
6 o
7 o
8,

Lagoon
Tussac Island

273
150

S.
10.
11.
12. 
jrt
J-O O

14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20. 
21. 
22. 
23.

Lagoon 
Sand Bay 
Main Arch 
Tussac Island

127
210
149
151

Lagoon 
Main Arch

248
97

Lagoon
Tussac Island

195
77

Sand Bay 
Main Arch 
Lagoon 
Lagoon
Tussac Island

107
6924.

25.
26. 
27.

243
169
50

28. Repairing shore boiler.
29.

Lagoon23030.

3425

3 from Main ArchElephants taken 

Leopards Rookery Bay3



f REMARKS,V/HERE TAKEN *NO,TAKEN,-SATE.
Sand Bay36Septr. I.

2.
Main Arch1413,

4 • Sand Bay- 
Lagoon

965.
2196.

7.
8. All hands affected by 

influenza epidemic.9.
10.
11.
12. 
13. 
14 o
15.
16.

Lagoon154
Lagoon 
Sand Bay

223
81

1000

' i

Elephants taken 

Leopards 7 from Lucas Bay.



f 5

REiOPJiS.WHERE TAKER.EO.TAKEN.DATE.

Barren Islcnd148October II.

from See. Lion & Main Arch I si end14Elephexit s taken 

Leopards Rookery Bxy.16



f THE FALKLAND & DEPENDENCIES SEALING CO*LTD•

SHSDULE OF OIL PRODUCED FOB 1935 SEASON.

480 barrels of 40 gallons eachJUNE.

630July

AUGUST 690

240SEPTR.

40OCTHo
barrels of 40 gallons each.2080TOTAL.

j



The Falkland & Dependencies Sealing Go, Ltd.

Kelviii House*
November, 4th. 1935.

Sir,
I have the honour to forward herewith report on the 

Seal Hunting operations carried on between the dates of 
May 15th. and October 30th. 1935.

The expedition left Stanley on the 12th. of May and 
after calling at Salvador and Port San Carlos, arrived at 
Albemiarle on the 15th.

Before commencing Seal Hunting it was necessary to 
build a new jetty and to do sundry repairs to the Station. 
This work was completed on the 26th.
Richard” left for Sea Lion Islands on the 27th. and on 
arriving it was found that sea-elephants were still hauled 
up in good quantities. A landing was made and sixteen 
sea-elephants were shot down; great difficulty was 
experienced in getting these on board owing to the heavy 
surf on the beach and the wind having hauled to the S/E. 
it was decided best to clear out from the Island and go 
back to Albemarle with only a part cargo. jf'
Cays and Barren Island were also visited and a further 
thirteen elephants taken .

The first trip for sea-lions v/as made on the 2nd. of 
June and it was found that sea-lions were plentiful and 
fat on the Arch Islands and work was carried on from this 

On the 12th. of July the first trip was made to 
the Lagoon (Cape Meredith) and sea-lions here were also 
plentiful.

The s.s.nPort

The Elephant

date.

On the 1st. September s.s. "Lafonia” called at
It was only after contacts hadAlbemarle to load oil. 

already been established between the shore and the ship 
that the Manager learnt that some of the vesselTs crew 
had suffered from an epidemic of influenza.

In consequence of these contacts the epidemic was 
contracted by the sealing crews and became acute on the 
6th. September when it was found impossible to continue 
working the men.

An effort was made on the 13th. and 15th. September 
to re-commence work, but the crews still being unfit the 
Manager decided to close down the Station and take the 
back to Stanley where they would have better attention 
during convalescence.

men



The s.s. "Port RichardH and all hands arrived back 
in Stanley on 19th. September.

v*’hen work was interrupted on 6th. September sea-lions 
very plentiful at the Lagoon and they were in 

excellent condition and had Seal Hunting been possible 
for a further 5 days the total number of 
by the license would have been taken.

After the men had recovered in Stanley it was decided 
by the Board of Directors to go out again and try to 
complete the licence for sea-lions and sea-elephants. r_ 
expedition left Stanley on the 6th. of October arriving at 
Albemarle on the 7th. On inspection of the Sea Lion 
Islands and the Arch Islands it was found that sea-lions 
had all gone to the water and that sea-elephants had not 
nauled up m sufficient numbers to make it a paying 
proposition. It was decided to return to Stanley and 
go-& out at a later date if approved.

Thirty men and boys were employed on the Sealing 
operaoions from the 12th. May until the 20th. September, 
and twenty men were employed on the later trip. * At 
present two men have been left on the Station so that 
everything will be in readiness if work is 
later date.

A full statement is attached shewing the dates, 
number of seal and localities where taken, 
of the number oi barrels of oil produced in

aciult males of hair-seals (or sea-lions) and of 
elephanc-seals have been taken and much more than 10% of 
adult male Seals have been left at each

A small number of sea-leopards have also been taken 
as shewn on the detailed statement.

Ihe seals have been killed in as humane a manner as 
possible and in no

Rook lifles (295/300) fitted with silencers were 
procured and every effort made to use them suecesfully. As 
cne results with these rifles shewed too many wounded seals, 
it was necessary to revert to the old type of 303 rifle as 
used on previous occasions.

It was also attempted to use lances in killing the 
seals, but none of the 
success of this method.

were

sea-lions allowed

The

resumed at a

Also a s ummary 
each month.

*

rookery.

case have they been driven long distances.

were expert enough to make amen



I
In dealing with the carcasses at the trying out 

works there was no waste, and "boiling down was continued 
day and night.

With the exception of an Engineer for the 
"Fort Richard11 only local labour lias been employed, 
this Engineer (a Norwegian from South Georgia) has 
thoroughly overhauled and tuned up the engines, it will 
be possiole to work the s.s. ’’lort Richard11 succesfully 
with a local mechanic, for some considerable time to

But weather interfered on several occasions and 
sealing had to be temporarily suspended, and a very 
unfortunate interruption in the work, and at a most important 
period, (when seals were especially plentiful and in prime 
condition) took place during September owing to an influenza 
epidemic, as already explained.

Excepting for this the workmen enjoyed good health and 
would seem to have been happy and interested in their work, 
and many of them have repeatedly applied for further sealing 
work. °

s .s.
As

come.

I have the honour to be,

Sir,

Your obedient servant.
/

for and on behalf of the Falkland cz Dependencies Sealing Co. Ld,

TUB HONOURABLE

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY,

STANLEY.



r Kelvin House •
Stanley,

November 5th 1935,

The Falkland & Dependencies Sealing Co.Ltd.

Sir,
I beg to refer to the license granted to this Company 

to take 300 sea-elephants ( or elephant-seals).

Owing to the fact that these seals were not obtainable 
in sufficient quantities on such visits as were made 
during the past sealing operations, only 76 sea-elephants 
have been taken.

Also as sea-lions were in sufficient numbers and 
in good fat condition, work was concentrated on taking 
sea-lions.

Sea-lions having now “put to sea“ and no longer being 
in prime condition, this Company seeks license to continue 

■ taking sea-elephants, for the balance of 224 head under 
^ /J the previous authority and to take a further 750 head

of same.__

These seals are in prime fat condition and, according 
to records of previous sealing operations, they are to be 
found in large numbers from the second week of November 
and continuing hauled up on beaches during all the summer 
months.

This Company would therefore seek license to take 
approximately 974 head of male sea-elephants.

Operations to commence 
and to terminate about the 15th February 1936.

The localities from where this Company would endeavour 
to take male sea-elephants are s-

Sea Lion Islands 
Barren Island 
Bull Point 
Kelp Islands 
Elephant Cays 
Driftwood Island 
Lively Island
Cow Bay the Arch Islands

about the 15th of November 1935

iU ^
j /Ain-

over.



r 2
Possibly Sedge & Wreck & Bird Islands.

Tffiis Company has a sufficient number of men bespoken 
for manning the ship (Port Bichard) and for trying out 
works at Albemarle, but the men are becoming rather 
impatient owing to the uncertainty as to whether sealing 
operations are to be continued, and we should very much 
like to be able to give the men their definite engagement 
orders as soon as possible*

Two men have been left at the works at Albemarle 
and the boiler is still filled with water with a view 
to recommencing work with the least possible delay*

We hope that his Excellency the Governor may see 
fit to grant us license to recommence sealing operations*

We have the honour to be,
Sir,

Your obedient servants,

for and on behalf of the Board,

s

Secretary*

The Honourable,
The Colonial Secretary, 

Stanley.

A
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75/35.

l4tli November, So t

Sir,

With reference to 

November, 1935, 

you that Hie Excellency lias 

unu killing 974 Elephant Seal, 

one-ion th of the Sealing Licence

A‘».- your letter dated the 5th of 

I am direoted by the Governor\£
to inform 

approved your Company talcing 

and. the extension bf 

datea the goth of
iiprj-i, I9o5, forwarded to 

Ho. 75/35 of the 1st
you under cover of my letter 

of Hay, 1935. The extension of 

one month will date from the day of the arrival of the 

G-v^e iltion at the Sealing

2* I m to add that this
grounds•

exi>Gn,$iou is subject in 

conditions attached to the licence 

with the exception of

all respects to the 

of tho 30th April, 1935, 
ions 3 to 6.

oondit-
Condxtion 6 is substituted by the

following

mus s 'oe restricted to adult -aalwS only and care should be taken ther, 
wnen more than 50 adult males “en

a> are left alive 
50 adult males

3* I am to state that Jir. 
the Expedition

aneefound
and that when less than 

are found 25% are left alive."
E. Swain will ac company

as Sealing Officer.

I am,

Sir,

Your obedient servant,

/k ^•gain D*H* Watson,
llC Islands and
1 dependencies Sealing Co.
1 " STAHLET. •

> lr *fcd ■ j Colonial Secretary*



i

75/55#

14-th November, 35.

Sir,

I ara directed by the Governor to inform yon that 

His Excellency has been pleased to approve your continu­
ing duty as sealing Officer and that you will be required 

to accompany the Sealing Expedition which is due to 

leave Stanley on or about the 17th of November, 1935.
8 • I am to state that the company has been author­

ised to kill and take a total number of 974 adult male 

elephant seal, and have been granted an extension of 

their licence for one month to date from the day of the 

arrival of the expedition at the Sealing ground.
5. I am to add that the extension id subject 

in all respect to the conditions attached to the licence 

dated the 3ath of April, 1935, with the exception of 

conditions 3, 4, 5, and 6. 
by the following

,7The killing must be restricted to adult 
males only and care should be taken that 
when more than 50 adult males are found 
10$ are left alive and that when less than 
50 adult raales are found 85/j are left alive.*

4. I am to forward the accompanying extract from 

a minute by Mr. J.E. Hamilton, M.So 

you to adhere closely to his recommendations.

I arm,

Condition 6 is substituted

and to instruct• >

sir.,
E. Swain,

STANLEY.MT*
Your obedient servant,

/k.
Colonial Secretary.



MINUTE.75/35.No.
(It i:> requested 

that, in any refer­
ence to this minute 
the above Number 
and the date may 
lie quoted.)

14th November,.

From To chief Constable,

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY, STANLEY.

Stanley, Falkland Islands.

I an to inform you that His Excellency the Governor has been 

pleased to approve Mr# E# Swain continuing duty as Sealing Officer 

with the Sealing Expedition#
Mr# Swain will require to accompany the Expedition which is 

expected to leave Stanley on or about the 17th instant# 

expected that he will be absent for approximately one month#

:

It is

jColonial Secretary#



•••

Falkland & Dependencies Sealing Co* Ltd# 

Stanley, Falkland Island**

15th November, 1935#

Sir,

With reference to your letter 75-35 dated 14th 

as the Falkland Islands Co* Ltd advise me that 

the Sealing rights in Lafonia are their property,

I presume that the extension only applies to taking 

seals from lands other than the mainland and island* 

of Lafonia and that before we may seal in Lafonia, 

we must come to some arrangement with the Falkland 

Islands Co.Ltd*

inst • 9

I am,

Sir,

Your obedient servant,

c.___________________ "

Manager*

The Honourable

The Colonial Secretary, 

Stanley*



1

t

75/35.

1sta November, 35.

;ir,

with reference to paragraph 3 of my letter dated 

the 14th of November, 1935, i have to inform you that 

the Sea!, ins . ora cany may he permitted to take small 

Groups of "lephant heal ,:p to 10, hut one in every 10 

must he left alive.

^ •. W\&A

2. You will note however that this is not intended 

to apply to say 6 groups of 8 seal each ail on the
same beach since this would be a total of 48 seal and 

25/ or 12 must be left alive. It is suggested that 

you should see ':>* jv « Hamilton who will explain to
you what is required.

I am,

Hir,

Your obedient sersrany,

Colonial becretary.

Yr. 3wain, 
STHITLLY.



'

Xistii November, 35.

fir,

I tm directed by the Governor to acknowledge 

the receipt of your letter dated the 15th of 

November, 1935, and to inform you that the SealInc 

rights on the mainland and islands comprised in 

hafonia .-re the property of the Falkland .Islands 

Company, '■ .lmi ted.
2. 'r°nr coant-ny :nay only take seals in 

r.r.fonia with the authority of the Falkland Islands
Corrm-ny, " ini ted.

fir,

"our obedient servant,

C'lonial .ocretary.

C&otain b. . "atoon, 
secretary,

Falkland Islands and
Do pendencies •‘:<?nlln~ no.,

\

5 Tirl v.



No. MINUTE.
(It is requested 

tliiit, in any refer­
ence to this minute, 
the above Number 
and the date 
be quoted.)

19 th November ....19 35
may

?r,9m * Di r e c 10 rof Public Works,Wi
mcisx To.

S.tanley..
THE COLONIAL SECRETARY,

Stanley, Falldand Islands.

As you are no doubt aware men are required 

by the dealing Company. Un to the present Hr. //atson 

has been unable to obtain the required number.
2. _n accordance with instructions received

I have sent out letters (as copy attached) to 4 men 

ennloyed by this department, also letters, on similar 

lines, to 4 unemployed men. These men were selected 

by Hr. Catson as being suitable for the work.
3. This morning 1 have received a deputation

from these men protesting that the conditions offered 

in the letter are not sufficient for the work.
4. Their demand is nil per month and found. Overtime 

to be paid at the rate of I/6d. ner hour after an 8 hour 

dav, 2d. bonus on each barrel of oil, and a signed 

agreement before sailing. Thev state that they were 

informed they would be required to work 12 to 16 hours 

per day when and where reo_uired.
5. One of their arguments for requiring good 

conditions is that they are risking their lives on the 

"Afterglow”, as the vessel has not a qualified skipper 

or engineer.
I informed the spokesman that the Unemployment 

Relief Committee considered that £12. 0. 0. 
was a fair wage.

6.
per month 

The reply was that the Committee
ought to be made to go sealing for that figure. 

The £12. 0. 0. is not guaranteed and the earnings
more or less a gamble.

d1



r
'j

9 2s'* 7 )
*r

J*

V
I am holding up notices of discharge and 

discontinuance of relief payments until 1 receive 

further instructions on the subject.

7.

Director of Public 'forks.

I
'k



\

■ubiic orltr. .• department, 

-tenley.
±c-th November, 1935.

lr,
l have to inform you that it has become 

necessary to redace the number of employees 

in the . ubiic '.orKo department, and to say that 

wort- is offered b" the •‘•ealing Company, 
which you should, report to "r. 

earl :i est ouportun ity.
' n/res offered are 1.7.

£3. bonus for each drum of oil.

fo r
.’.r,tuon at the

*2 £- sj 4 o. 0. ner month ulus 

It is stilted
that the cost of living is approximately £i. o.

The average earnings during the last 

sealing operations are stated to he approximately
<i,j[!’

nor month.

. per month.
I am,

f ir,
our obedient . ervant.

°^£Lfyij£

:'director of Public brte.

Messrs. A.Clifton.
S. Cletheroe.
n t>
•j . Ji • Skill iner.
G•Short.

^5 ^cAy^.

r~“

J)-MS-CLSO(Jo.
fvCf. /ICA — —^

—^0 cm-



2- 'A '?^LIJAr.D & PEPS- p. 1:31:] r~ -3^3L ,0 00i.2JAl\Y. LIi,jITx]]j.

3.0th. November, 1955.

-•

t.

Sir,

Confirming my verbal report regarding the difficulty I 

have encountered in obtaining suitable labour for the purpose
oi continuing to work the Sealing Station at Albemarle, I 

to put forward my observations in
beg

concrete form, as follows
Rates of pa}/ _oj^ered.

The rate of pay 

wages, plus £1.-
j.ered for workmen was £6.Oj o,o. per month

per month cash allowance for victuals plus 

usual quantity of mutton issued free.

These rates 

to farm labourers who 

•permanent,r gang, or

On the farms the 

mutton which is issued free 

The basic conditions of 

v/ero therefore equitable to rulj 

But in order to further 

Sealing Company,

P-"*id, this being calculated 

in the matter of 

special hours.

Tnis Bonus allowance

compare favourably with the usual pay granted 

are paid £6.- per month if on the

per month if only engaged for the 

men pay for all victuals 

to the cookhouse.

pay offered by the Sealing Company

standards and local conditions, 

compensate the men working in the 

per barrel is also 

cost to the 

for working during

Season.
excepting

a Bonus allowance of 2d

to cover the extra 

spoilt clothing and also
men

on an estimated production of 480 

represent an extra
barrels per month, would therefore

cash
payment of £4.. - per month per man.

i



Page 2. UU
Sir, we consider given present day conditions, the 

remunerations obtainable by workingmen as employees of the 

Sealing Company thus compares most favourably with other 

local work in industry such as on the farms*

Difficulties with the men.

Nevertheless we have been unable to get sufficient men

to take work with the Sealing Company under these terms and
as far as I can make out the men are making a comparison 

between these conditions and certain special conditions under 

which some married men have been sent to the camp .to work 

for the Season only. u understand these : ,en have been granted 

from Puoiic Tunas, certain cash allowances to maintain their

wives and families, and apparently certain labourers who would 

ordinarily be suitable for the Sealing Company 

from applying for work unless their wives and families 

granted similar allowances.

Other men who will become unemployed.

The Sealing Company has at the present tine, on its pay 

1 boy, 1 skipper and a mechanic, say 12 men all 

told, and as they v/ill be paid off this afternoon presumably 

some will shortly be applying for Public Relief.

have refrained

are

roll 9 men

The position is therefore that the Sealing Company loses 

the opportunity of making about 200 tons of seal oil, just at 

a time when the price of oil is fairly good, and 12 men already 

in work will become a charge on Public Funds or other resources



. \

Page 5.

all because another 8 men cannot be found to join the Sealing 

Company’s pay roll.

I have the honour to be, Sir,
your obedient servant,

fer^te.
V____

Secretary,

The Falkland & Dependencies Sealing Co. Ltd.

TiiE iiOITOURABLE,

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY,

STANLEY.

i



/

iiuii _iD«tad Falkland k Diaji^irciFs spaing cgijaaiy,

e-1’
Sir,

Further to ray letter of 50th. November re difficulty in 

obtaining sufficient labour with v/hich to continue operating 

the Sealing Station at Albemarle, I have been approached by 

several of the men who until this week have been employed with 

the Sealing Company, inquiring as to the chances of the 

operations being recommenced.

I am unable to give these men any promise of further 

work until the difficulties I have already put before the

Government in my letter of 30th. November last are solved.

I shall therefore esteem it a favour if I may be furnished

with an official reply with some indication as to whether

Government will take measures to solve the difficulties I have

reported.

i-iy Company have already decided to increase the Bonus 

of oil produced from 2d to 4d per barrel on any excess over 

460 barrels per month, provided the price of seal oil continues

at its present level, but it is of no use my giving this out 

as any inducement to labourers to apply for work with the 

Sealing Company until I know what measures, if any 

Government may decide upon adopting to obviate the existing 

unfavourable comparisons being adduced by certain of the 

workingmen as between v/ork on the farms and at Albemarle.

I have the honour to be

the

Sir

your obedient Servant,

Secretary
The Falkland & Dependencies Sealing Gw. LTD.



r *

75/35•

5th December, 35*

>.J. j

I have the Honour to acknowledge the receipt of 

your lot t or dated tiro 30th of November, 1955 , together 

vyith a further communication, (undated), on the 

subject oi tliG difficulty experienced by your Company 

in obtaining labour to c&try out Sealing operations*
2* The question raised by your Company of 

granting to married men employed for Sealing work 

allowances similar to those granted to seasonal Camp 

workers must await the consideration of the Governor* 

T!is excellency’s decision in the matter will be 

convoyed to you in clue course*

I am,

$e<\ ^

Sir,

Your obedient servant,

Colonial 3ooretary.

nptain D.R. Wa&son,
ST/LNLTT.



<77 ’
%

75/55.

iHmi iber* 35.

Sir,

In continuation of my letter So. 75/35 dated the

7 m directed to inform you that 

it ic not posai'Te to prani; to married men employed for 

Seal in;: rorl: allowances similar to those granted to 

seasonal Camp workers B

4,
5th of reeovrkor, 1035,

I am,

Sir,

"tour obedient servant,

dJ-/

Colonial Secretary.

Captain D.R. Watson, 
STANLEY.

L
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r 1At>o
No. 75/55. MINUTE.

(It. is requested 
^fc'hat, in any refer- 
^ence to this minute, 

the above Number 
and the date may 
be quoted.)

18th December, 19 35 •

To The Chief Constable,
From

STANLEY«
THE COLONIAL SECRETARY,

Stanley, Falkland Islands.

With reference to ray Minute No. 75/35 of the 14th 

November last, I have to inform you that the Sealing Company propose 

to leave Stanley for the Sealing grounds on the 28th instant®
Mr. Swain should be warned to hold himself in read­

iness to accompany the Expedition.

2.

Colonial Secretary.



(^QS

?V35.

30 th December,
35.

Sir,

1 directed by 

information of your

a letter re°3ived frora 

i-easue regarding the 

for men

the Governor to transmit for 

extract from 

Reform 

considers

theCompany the
the Falkland islands

terms which the League 

yo^ir Company j.employed by

S i I Sftsss air-T- avs
n, "^eae terms 

121 no \?ise 
r’ the League

we
criplie 
wishes

^ • I am to impress 

quality of the food 

matter to which

an your Company that 
supplied to the

the
men employed is a 

Pay particular
your

attention, whatever
Company should 

wages are paid*

1 am. 1
Sir,

Your obedient servant,

iColonial Secretary*

Captain D*R* Watson, 
STANLEY*



fc

75/35.

24th December, 35.

Sir,
I am directed by the Governor to acknowledge the 

receipt of your letter of the 9th December, 1935, and to 

inform you that His Excellency has given full consideration 

to your letter and that he is unable to waive the rule that
men who are capable of talcing up suitable employment where 

the wages offered are on the standard rate being paid at

the time and are sufficient for their subsistence shall
not be eligible for support at the public expense, 
the particular ease under reference it appears that the 

wages offered wore at the usual rate at which men have been 

engaged in sealing operations in this and past years during 

which time no complaints appear to have been received that
His Excellency has, however, 

been very pleased to learn that owing to an increase in 

the price of oil it has become possible for the Sealing 

Company to offer a higher rate of v/ages and though the 

Governor sincerely trusts that the increased pay for 

sealing and whaling may long hold good the fundamental 

position regarding relief payments will not be affected.

In

the wages were inadequate.

2./

Mr. C. Harrison, 
Secretary,

Falkland. Islands Reform League, 
STANLEY. i



- 2

I am to add that the attention of the Sealing 

Company is being drawn to the seoond paragraph of your 

letter regarding the terms which the League considers 

to be fair and that in this connection His Excellency ie 

also impressing on the Company that the quality of the 

food supplied is a matter to which the firm should pay 

particular attention, whatever wages are paid.

2.

I am,
Sir,

Your obedient servant,

4
Colonial secretary.
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75/35*

7tn February, 36.

Sir,

I am directed to request that you irf.ll be so 

good as to furnish me with a statement showing the 

rate of wages, bonus per barrel and overtime rates 

paid to sealing workers by your Company in the 

fitst year of its operations and in each succeeding 

year operations were carried out.

(© t?ge

I am,

Sir,
Your obedient servant,

Colonial Secretary.

Captain E. R. Watson, 
STAI3LEY.

\

A



Kelvin House, 
Stanley,

14th February 1936.

Sir,
I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter Ho.75/35 

of the 7th February date and to reply as follows:-
Norwegian crew were paid at the rate £7 par month 
and 3d per barrel bonus. Bonus for some of 
the crew in Port Richard was increased to 6d. 
Overtime was paid to some of the men I/- per hr 
Free victualling to all men.
Oil prices £39 per ton.
Part Norwegian and part F.I. crew at the rate 
of £7 per month. Bonus 3d for some and 6d for 
others according to class of work. Towards the 
end of the season the manager paid at the rate 
of 2/- per seal brought in?and 9/- per elephant 
this was the bonus to crew of Port Richard, this 
rate was stopped by the Directors.
Overtime I/— per hour, and free victualling.
Oil prices basis of £36.
Wages £7 per month bonus 3d per barrel, overtime 
I/- per hour but number of hours very much 
reduced. Free victualling.
Oil prices working of the season based on £oo 
per ton but owing to the slump in market sold 
eventually on a basis of £15 for No.I. This - 
Company obtained average about £12 - 10/-

1928.

1929.

1930.

Wages £6 per month and bonus 2d per barrel 
overtime paid and victualling on the same 

principal as farm cookhouse, free meat supplied 
Oil prices on a basis of £15.

1933.
no

Wages £7 per month and 2d per barrel, the latter 
short season for elephants wages were^crew of 
Port Richard £9 per month and 2d per barrel, on 
shore station £8 per month and 2d per barrel.
The extra £1 being allowed towards the expense 
of victualling.
Oil prices on a basis of £15.

1935.

I am,
Sir,

Your obedient servant, 

Secretary,The Hon,
lThe Colonial Secretary,



75/55.

-7tii February, 36.

Sir

I ha/e oh© nonour to s.o]£nowi<3dgQ til© receipt 

your Ig t/ter dated the 14th of February, 195G, 

and to thank you for the particulars furnished

ox wages, etc., paid by your Company in the years 

1928 to 1935.

\°T

I am,

Sir,

Your obedient servant,

4v <4*
Colonial secretary.

The Secretary,
The Falkland Islands Sealing Company, 

3TA&LET•

J



!

75/35*

17th February| 36.

Sir,

With reference to your letter dated the 

4th of February, 1936, I have to inform you that 

from a statement the Falkland Islands Sealing 

Company have been aslced to furnish it would 

appear that the part of my letter dated the 

34th of December, 1935, dealing with wages 

should have excluded the years 1938 to 1930, 
when the price of oil in 1938 and 1939 averaged 

per ton, afterwards falling to £15 per ton.

I am,
Sir,

Your obedient servant,

Colonial Secretary.

i Hie Secretary,
The FaUdand islands Reform league, 

STANLEY.



Kelvin House,
Stanley,

February 20th 1936.

Sir
I have the honour to subrait for your information 

the report of sealing operations carried on at Albemarle 
Station.

The S.S."Port Richard" left Stanley with sealing 
crew at 2.a.m. on the 29th of December 1935 and 
arrived back to Stanley on the evening of the 30th, 
of January 1936.

It was found on investigating the Islands that 
the Elephants were practically all shed. and ready 
to go to the water, many being already in the water. 
Operations were carried on until the 20th of January.

Catch. Four hundred and fifty three were killed 
and boiled down, from which thwo hundred and ninety 
three barrels was produced. The elephants were all of 
a fair size but the blubber was very thin and contained 
little oil. These elephants had been hauled up from 
about the 15th of November, and it was obvious we were 
six weeks too late in commencing operations.

from the following places:-

rq 3

Elephants were taken
16Arch Island 

Barren Island 
Sea Lionlsld

21
105
30iiii it

59E.Cays 
Driftwood 
Bull Point Isl. 
Bull Point 
Tussac Isld - 
-Sea Lions 
East Sea Lion 
Bull Point 
Kelp Islds.

50
15
43
21
38
II
44

Total. 453

over.



2

Twenty men were employed from the 29th of December until 
the 31st of January. Although men were disappointed in being 
too late for a good catch all were satisfied with conditions 
and the money they had received. Most of these men have asked 
to be taken back when sealing operations are resumed.

I have the honour, 
to be,

Sir,
Yours obediently,

Secretary Sealing Co.Ltd.

The Honourable, 
fhe Colonial Secretary.



*
Stanley,

26th February, 1936.

Sir,

I have the honour to submit a report on the

Elephant sealing operations carried out hy the Falkland

Islands and Dependencies Sealing Company, Limited, 

during the months of December, 1935, and January, 1936. 

Operations were commenced on the 31st of2.

December, 1935, "but with disappointing results. This

date was found to he too late in the year and therefore

not many seals were killed, 

in a very poor condition, 

best time for this species to be huh\ted is from the

The elephants taken were

It would appear that the

middle of November when they haul up for shedding and

are in excellent condition. As soon as they haul up

they commence to go down in condition consequently the 

longer they are on the land before being killed the 

smaller will be the oil production.

The total catch amounted to 453 elephants 

producing 293 barrels of oil with an average of 1.546

The following statement shews the

3-

elephants per barrel, 

date, locality from which the seals were taken, and the

number killed :

Seals killed.Locality.Date.

16.Arch Islands 
Barren Island 
Sea Lion Islands 
Elephant Cays 
Driftwood Island 
Bull Point Island 
Bull Point 
Tussock Island, Sea 
Lion Islands 

Sea Lion Islands 
East Sea Lion Island 
Bull Point 
Kelp Island

31st December. 
1st January. 
2nd "

21.
105.
59.5 th
50.n7 th
15.8 th 11

43.
10th

21.
30.
38.11th

12th
17th

it 11.
44.n

453.Total ...
THE HONOURABLE

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY, 
STANLEY.

A
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4. In accordance with instructions I took measure­

ments of several Elephants killed, the largest "being 

16 feet 8 inches and the smallest 12 feet 3 inches from

I also'made aH accurate a count as 

possible of elephants observed on each rookery visited 

and I give below the number found at each locality :

snout to tail.

40Arch Island 
Barren Island .
Sea Lion Islands. 
Elephant Gays ... 
Driftwood Island. 
Bull Point Island 
Bull Point 
Tussock Island off 

Sea Lion Islands 
East Sea Lion Island 
Kelp Island

• • •
47• •

269
86
87
34
60• O •

46
182

82• 00

Total 933o « •

With regard to the proportion of sizes of 

elephant seals from my observations I found that about 

half the number were large while medium and small were 

about equal in numbers with the exception of East Sea 

Lion Island- where small seals were in the majority.
A number of cows were observed on this Island.

5.

I have the honour to be,

Sir,

Your obedient servant,

Sealing Officer.

if
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Stanley,

29th October, 1935*

Sir,

I have the honour to submit my report on the

sealing operations conducted by the Falkland Islands and 

Dependencies Sealing Company, Limited, during the season 

May to October, 1935*

The Company1s vessel "Port Richard" proceeded to 

Port Albemarle, West Falkland, from Stanley, on the 12th 

of May arriving there on the evening of the 15th of May. 

Actual sealing operations were not, however, commenced

2.

until the 27th of May. During the interval necessary 

repair work to the Shore Station was carried out including

the erection of a new jetty.

Owing to sickness among the men and adverse

weather conditions operations were suspended from the 

16th of September to the 7th of October, the "Port 

Richard" returning to Stanley. This was most unfortunate

as seals were plentiful during this period and when the

vessel returned and resumed work seals were scare and few

were killed.

4. A total catch of 9>331 seals was made which 

yielded 2,080 barrels of oil giving an average of 4.48 

seals per barrel.

76 elephants, and 36 leopards, and the statement below 

shews the localities from which they were taken :

V•v The catch was madeup of 9>219 seals,'V 1

n ^ y'

2,372 including 17 elephants and 
10 leopards.

2,973 including 4 elephants and 
8 leopards.

969 including 2 leopards.

Arch Island • • •

Sand Bay Island•.

Tussock Island.
Cape Meredith Lagoon 2,726 including 60 from Cape

Meredith.
163 including 15 elephants.

• •

Barren Island . 
Ten Shilling Is 
Sea Lion Island 
Lucas Bay

..
72.• •
40 elephants. 
16 leopards.

. •
...

9,331.the honourable
THE COLONIAL SECRETARY, 

STANLEY.
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One drive overland only of 60 seals was made 

during the season from Cape Meredith to the Lagoon and no 

deaths occurred as a result of this drive.

The following table shews the catc’,-\;production of 

oil and the average number of seals per barrel :

Catch,

5.

6.

Month. Production -_____________ Seal -per
40 gall barrels... Barrel.

27th May to 
30th June.

July 
August 

1st to Ibth 
September 
October

2,198
2,517
3,431

480 4.57.
3.99.
4.97.

630
690

2401 ,007 4.19- 
4« 45 •178 40

Throughout the season (with the exception of the 

period mentioned in paragraph 3 of this report) there did 

not appear to be any scarcity of seals and a number in 

excess of the required 10% was left at every rookery from 

which seals were taken.

7.

8. On the 27th of May, the "Port Richard" left the

Station to hunt Elephants when she visited several of the

Islands. The result of this hunt proved disappointing

as it was found to be too late in the season for this

species. One hundred and twenty elephant seals only were

located, 100 of these being found at Sea Lion Island and 20

at Barren Island. Owing to weather conditions it was not 

possible to take more than 27 from Sea Lion Island and a

further 13 were taken from Barren Island, 

the above number a further 60 elephants were observed 

during the season in the localities of Arch Islands, Cape 

Meredith, Elephant Cays, Sea Lion Island and Barren Island.

In addition to

Of this number 36 were taken making a total for the 

of 180 located and 76 killed.
season

On the 14th of October, 

some 9 female elephants with very young calves were

observed at East Sea Lion Island.

The 295/300 rook rifle used hy the Sealing Company i

A
9.

at
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at the "beginning of the season for killing seals proved 

unsatisfactory "both from a time-saving and humane point 

Being a non-magazine and non-repeating rifle 

time was lost in re-loading and even after several rounds 

had "been fired at a seal wounding only resulted, 

found necessary to use the .303 to kill instantly the 

animal and thus prevent it from returning to the sea and 

escaping only to die and he a loss to the Company, 

use of this rook rifle was therefore discontinued and the 

.303 rifle employed for the remainder of the season, 

noise caused by the report of a bullet discharged from the 

.303 appeared to have no frightening affect whatever on

I witnessed the killing of a herd of 150 and 

during the operations another herd of about 200 seals 

at a distance of 50 yards remainded on the beach undisturbed 

Photographic evidence of this can be produced, 

mention that a .44 revolver was tried also as a means of

of view.

It was

The

The

the seals.

I would

killing seals but with similar results to those obtained

with the rook rifle.

10. In conclusion I would state that the conditions of 

the Company1s licence were to the best of my knowledge 

strictly adhered to.

1I have the honour to be,

Sir,

Your obedient servant,

Sealing Officer.

1
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75/35.

17th March, 36.

Sir,

I air. directed by the Governor to acknowledge 

and to thank yon for your excellent reports on the
-ending Operations conducted by the Falkland Islands 

and Dependencies °eallng co., Ltd 

Season Day to October, 1935
during the

and on the Operations 

re arding the taxing of elephant seal during the 

months of December, 1935, and January, 1936.

• 3

I am,
Sir,

Your obedient servant,

e-""

L o Colonial secretary.W • x -
(lyif ^



T, .Limited.til: LOLLAND A DMirifDEHCIES 3EALIHG G^.L,^,%

17 th Huron 1936 *Ste .. ; ,

-ir,

We beg to refer to your letter of 17th April 1935
Hi j-.t Hon. tie Lee of

License being granted 
yu

S.00C hair seal and 300 male elephant

(75/35) infaxr:i::£ us tJiot the 

State for tne Colonies had approved of a

is Co pany to talce 

seals - that -/as for the 1955 c .son.

\'!e no./ beg to apply for a License for the current year,

V t’-’-

I t .

X
1936, to hunt and take:-

12,0u0 male hair seal, and

I .r1

M
j -"L,f\, t ■: *■ir ^ \

I* •la000 male elephant seals. JiUw
10 O c

tie are pleased to report that we have already made
5 V

<h : V
tentative arrangements to employ Twenty local labourers, 

etc*, and propose to increase the number of hands 

employed to Thirty men as soon as the amount of work on hand 

justifies increased staff.

In accordance with permission already grahted to us 

employing only one foreign National, a Norwegian 

engineer (from South Georgia) for the simple reason that 

no man with equivalent qualifications can be obtained 

locally.

seamen,

we are

YJe do not propose to kill any male hair seals until, the 

15th of May 1936, but we should like the License to permit us 

kill male elephant seals from the 22nd of March 1936, as they 

are now hauling up on the beaches in sufficient numbers and 

in good condition for boiling down.

V7e trust that His Excellency the Governor may see 

fit to grant us this License, against payment of the usual fee, 

and remain,

/
fV ■M *"*
0y

j r-

'VM'la ^

Your obedient servant,

for the Board of Directors.

ii
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75/35e

19 tli ; .lar ch, 56.

Sir ,

Q ^ v/itil reference to your letter dated the 17th 

of March5 1936, I am directed by the Governor to 

inform you that His Excellency id prepared to 

Grant your company provisional permission to take 

hM:£f' the numbers sought via; 6000 hair seal and 

500 elephant seal.

I am to state that authority is being 

sought for the numbers to complete those applied

;3,

for.
I am to add that a licence will be3.

issued in due course embodying the terms and
conditions under which your Company may operate.

I am,

Sir,

Your obedient servant.

Colonial Secretary.

Captain D. R. Watson,
The Falkland Islands and

Dependencies Sealing Co
STAHL in?.

Ltd* 3 • 5

\

i



I SCHEDULE.
S

CONDITIONS OF LICENCE.

That afee of £33. 6s. 8d is paid on the issue of the licence.

■Fiat the usual duty on the export of Seal Oil is paid.

That the licence is valid in respect of the Falkland Islands, 
to tne exclusion of the Dependencies thereof, and shall 
commence on the 2£nd March, 1936, and terminate on the 31st 
October, 1936.

1.

2.

5.

That the taking of elephant seals shall be restricted to the 
period 22nd March to the 15th May, 1936, or to such other 
period as may be approved by the Governor, 
of hair seals shall be restricted to the period 15th May, 
to the 3lst October, 1936. <n M

4.

Tnat the taking

Tnat the number of seals killed is not to exceed in the 
of hair-seal 6000 (six thousand) and in the case of 
elephant seal 500 (five hundred).

o • case
. %• fV
V . Provided that subject to the sanction of the Secretary 

of State for the Colonies the foregoing numbers may be 
increased by 6000 (six thousand) and 500 (five hundred) 
respectively.

I

6 • Tnat in the case of hair-seal at least 10> of the adult male
That in the case ofseals are left at each rookery, 

elephant seal the killing must be restricted to adult males 
only and care should be taken that when more than 50 adult 
males are found 10>i are left alive and that when less than 
50 adult males are found 25>o are left alive.

u >-■ -•* ■
’! -v

A S I ^
r-'l ri X'J

7 . That no pups or females are killed, and that no immature or 
under-sized seals are killed.

3. That the seals are killed in a humane manner and with as 
little disturbance as possible, and are not to be driven 
Ion-- distances.

9 . The: the whole carcase of every seal killed in utilised as 
far as possible for the extraction of oil and that there 
is no undue waste.

10. That full returns shall be made, monthly, annually and as 
otherwise required shewing the number of seals killed, the 
localities from which taken, and the amount of oil produced 
and such other information as may be required.

That all operations conducted under this licence shall be 
subject to the supervision of a sealing officer appointed 
by the Governor who shall be maintained totally and permanently 
on board the vessel or vessels employed by the licensees 
without cost whatever to the Government.

11.

12. That no trespass is committed on private land w&ere seal 
rookeries are situated other than is strictly necessary 
for the purpose of killing or trying out seals .

That this licence is not transferable.

That the Company must employ local labour.

That the licence is subject to cancellation or modification
at any time on commission of any breach thereof or without i 
cause assigned. A

13.

14.

15.

)
ti ■vL.
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CGI. DITTO ITS OF LICENCE.
4

1. That a fee of £33. 6s. 8d is paid on the issue of the licence. -•
That the usual duty oh the export of Seal Oil is paid.
That the licence is valid in respect of the Falkland Islands, 

to the exclusion of the Dependencies thereof, and shall 
commence on the 22nd Parch, 1936, and terminate on the 31st 
October, 1936.

2,

3.

4 • That the taking of elephant seals shall be restricted to the 
period 22nd Daren to the 15th May, 1936, or to such other 
period as may be approved by the Governor. * That the taking 
of hair seals shall be restricted to the period 15th May, 
to the 31st October, 1936.

5. That tiie number of seaj.s killed is not to exceed in the case
oi nair-scal 6000 ^six tnousand) and in the case of elephant 
seal 500 (five hundred).

Provided that subject to the sanction of the Secretary 
of State for the Colonies the foregoing numbers may be 
increased by 6000 (six thousand) and 500 (five hundred) 
respectively.

That in the case of hair-seal at least lo>:> of the adult male ^ 
seals are left at each rookery.
elephant seal the killing must be restricted to adult males 
only and care should be taken that when more than 50 adult 
males re found lQr/j are left alive and that when less than 
50 adult males - re found 25;j are left alive.

Taat no pups or females are killed, and that no immature or 
under-sized seals are killed.

That the seals are killed in a humane manner and with as 
little disturbance as possible, and are not to be driven 
long distances.

That the whole carcase of every seal killed is utilised as 
far as possible for the extraction of o 
is no undue waste.

That full returns shall be made, monthly, annually and as 
otherwise required shewing the number of seals killed, the 
localities from which taken, and the amount of oil produced 
and such other information as may be required.

That all operations conducted under this licence shall be 
subject to the supervision of a sealing officer appointed by 
the Governor who shall be maintained totally and permanently 
on board the vessel or vessels employed by the licensees 
without cost whatever to the Government.

That no trespass is committed on private land where seal 
rookeries are situated other than is strictly necessary for 
the purpose of killing or trying out seals.

That this licence is not transferable.
That the Company must employ local labour.
That the licence is subject to cancellation or modification 

at any time on commission of any breach thereof or without 
cause assigned.

6.
That in the case of

1 >

8.
£-

9 .
-? ■» 
X JL. and that there

10.

11.

12.

13. u-

14.

15.

J A
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COLONY OF THE FALKLAND ISLANDS.

SEATING LICENCE.

TLe Seal Fishery (Coasoliflfation) Ordinance. 1921.

Colonial Secretary’s Office, 

Stanley*
SO til March, 1936.

J
Under the provisions of Section 5 of the Seal 

Fishery (Consolidation) Ordinance, 1921, a Licence 

is hereby granted to

TriE Falkland islands and dependencies
SEALING COMPANY, LIMITED,

to take seals of the species known as hair-seals and 

elephant seals in the Colony of the Falkland Islands, 

subject to the terms and conditions specified in the 

schedule annexed hereto and during the period therein

ffi)pi-escribed up to tiae 31st of October, 1936.
i

„ £/HV

Colonial Seer
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75/35.

20th March, 36.

air,

1 have the honour to inform you that ills 

Excellency the Governor has been pleased to appoint 
to be ealina officer for the purpose of 

accompanying the >ealing expedition of the Falkland 

ioicjids and dependencies Sealing GOos Ltd., which 

will operate in the Falkland Islands during the 

period 22nd arch to the 3lst October, 1936.
I have to transmit for your information 

and guidance the accompanying copy of the conditions
i

on which the licence has been issued, and to add that 

it will be your duty to supervise the operations and 

see to it that the conditions of the licence are duly

you

2.

observed.
3. You arc required to keep a diary in which 

you will record daily the number of hair-seals and 

elephant seals killed, the localities from which 

taken, and the quantity of oil produced. Youjj/ are

required also to make careful observations of the 

rookeries with a view to reporting on the estimated 

nun cr of hair-seals thereon and of furnishing such

other/

Mr. E. Swain,
STANLEY. v

(Thro* Chief constable.)
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otiier information as may be of value to the 

Government.

4: » The Gonpany lias bc-sn authorised to 

6,000 hair-seal and 500 elephant seal.
talc©

In the
meantime the approval of the Secretary of State 

is being sought to the Company being permitted to 

take a further 

elephant seal#
0,000 hair-seal and a further 500 

itli regard to the taking of 

elephant seal you should follow the instructions
* conveyed to you in ray letter No. 75/55 of the 18th 

of November, 1935.

5# i have to state that in addition to your
o Li jo .j alary you will receive an allowance at the

rate of lx hillings per night reckoned from the 

date of leaving Stanley to the date

L)

Of your return#
I am 3

Sir,

Your obedient servant,

Colonial Secretary#

iw__
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75/55.

23rd Heroa, 56.

Sir 9

.'itli reference to paragraph 3 of my letter No. 
75/35 of the 19th of March, 1936, I have the honour

_„to transmit herewith the licence granted to
Company, and to request that you will be good 

enough to pay the fe . for same 233. 6s. 8d to the 

Colonial Treasury.

your

?■
a. I have; to add that you will oh. erve from 

the che ule of conditions annexed to the licence 

that the seals to be tilled arc restricted expressly 

to tre species known as Hair-seals ans elephant seals 

auj. to adult males alone. In the first instance 

the number of seals killed is not to exceed in the 

case of hair-seal six thousand (6,000) and in the 

case of elephant seal five hundred i/Soo).

I am,
sir,

Your obedient servant,

&K. CS1'^

Colonial Secretary.

Captain ;o. R. hats on,
The Falkland Islands and

Dependencies Sealing Co., Ltd., 
STANLEY.
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TELEGRAMS "FLEETWING PORTSTAN LEY RADIO.

49 ^25 th. .March

Sir 9

On behalf of the Falkland Islands and

Dependencies Sealing Company Ltd 

a cheque for £ 33 • 6 • 8 covering the cost

I encloseo 5

of a licence issued by you on 20th March,1936#

I should be glad if you would forward

the receipt to me®

I am,

Sir,

Your obedient servant,

<7
'L_.- ■ -

Manager.

The Honourable

The Colonial Secretary,

Stanley.

i:.t*



75/35.

50th '.'.arch, 38.

sir,

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of 

letter of 'the 25th of -’.larch, 1S56, forwarding 

cheque for 233. 6s. 3d in respect of the sealing 

licence issued to the Falkland Islands and Dependent! 
cies Sealing Company, Halted, for the year. 1936, 
and too enclose herewith receipt No. 6950 for the 

amount in question.

your

a

I era,

sir,

Your obedient servant,

Iv iA

Colonial Secretary.

The Manager,
Ttae Falkland Islands Co 

oTAiJLSY •
Ltd. j• 3

A



75/35.

31st I''arch, 36.

Sir,

With reference to ray letter No. 75/35 of the 

20th March, 1936, I m directed to inform you that 

your appointment as sealing Officer has been cancels 

led as you will be required to act as Customs officer 

during the absence of Mr. a. G. Bennett.
I am to request that you win return to this 

office the copy of the conditions on which a licence 

was granted to the Falkland Islands Sealing Company,

I am,

3.

Sir,
Your obedient servant,

jw
Colonial Secretary.

Mr. E. Swain,
STANLEY.

(Thro’ the chief Constable.)



Treasury & Custom Department.,- 
Stanley.

3rd ^pril, 1936.

*

The Honourable
The Colonial Secretary,

Stanley.

Sir,
With reference to your minute on sheet 26, of 

IhP. 75/35, red 63 in M.P* 234/34 and lay minute of the 

26th March, on sheet 10 of M.P. L/27, I have the honour 

to report as follows:
2. I here spoken to Captain Hutchison regarding 

the release of Mr. 13. Hat cliff a, but he is unable to 

L-gree to a crew of loss than three men.
3. Mr. b. Ratcliffe has now been placed on the 

sick list, and the earliest date on which he is expected 

to return is the 16th. of April.
4. Meantime, Captain Hutchison has informed me 

that owing to the strenuous work involved, it will be
to relieve Mr. Howard Ratcliffe on Monday next.

5. The xjositlon is, therefore, that (a) it might be 

necessary to appoint another sealing officer, and (b)
a relief has tc be found for if. Howard Hateliffe, by

necessary

Monday.
6. With regard to (a) in para. 5, would Government 

consider the engagement of a reliable man, from the list 

of unemployed, to go as sealing officer? 

the permanent establishment is appointed sealing officer 

in addition to his ordinary salary he receives 0/- a £0.3

If a suitable unemployed person 

could be found, he could be paid £10 a month, in which
i

case the additional cost to Government would only be 

about £1 per mensem^
7. With reference to (b) in para. 5, I should be 

glad to have your authority to engage a man to relieve

If a member of

subsistence allowance.

/Mr.



- 2 •

Mr# E. Hatcliffe on Monday, should this be absolutely
necessary#
A Mr, Luxton and a Mr. Skilling have both been mentioned
as suitable for this work, as both possess a knowledge 

of reading compass bearings, etc#
A copy of this correspondence has been placed 

in each file, i.e.- M.Ps. 234/24, 107/3&, 75/35, and
3.

L# 27
I have the honour to be, 

Sir,

Your o b ecii ert s ervant,

i?
Treasurer. Collector of 
Oustons, and Harbour Master.

j
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THE FALKLAND & DEPENDENCIES SEALING Co., Ltd.

List of shareholders 20th April 1937 

Permanently resident in the Falkland Islands.

The Hon. W.H.Euxton 
R. C. Pole Evans, J.P.
Mrs. R.C.Pole Evans 
The Estate of G.F.Johnsen 
Lames Robertson, J.P.
Michael Robson, J.P.
Albert Newing, J.P.
E. G. Rowe 

(K Gordon Roberts 
or L. B. White

The Hon. G. J, H’elton, J.P.J.D.Creamer, J.P.
Mrs. J.D.Creamer 
Captain D.W.Roberts 
Hugh Harding 
Fred. G. Langdon, J.P.
Edward Crwford (Crawford)
Mrs. Crawford 
Duncan Russell Watson 
John Turner 
Andrew Watson 
Sydney Shannon 
Jason Hansen
the Estate of Andreas Pitaluga 
John Davis
Mrs. J. Davis (senior)
W. J. Hutchinson 
J. W. Grierson, J.P.

. Mrs. A. R. Hoare 
G. I. Turner 
Mrs. Cheek 
Shareholders with permanent interests in 
the Falkland Islands

holding £ 350.— 
200.-- 
50.— 
50.— 

500.— 
300.— 
50.— 
50.— 

100.— 
50.—

500.—
50. — 
50.— 

100.— 
100.— 
400.— 
100.-- 
50.-- 

1200.— 
100.— 
150.— 
100.-- 
500 • — 
250.— 
500.-- 
250.-- 
100.-- 
250.— 
100.-- 
100.-- 
100.--

are :~

George Ti Dean 
Estate of R.H.Cobb 
E.B.Goddard 
George Bonner,

Shareholders previously resident in the 
Falkland Islands, since retired.

250.-
500.-
500.-
200.-O.B.E.

T. G. Slaughter 
Charles Peters 
E. G. Creece

200.-
100.-
100.-

Norwegian shareholders
Gmeiner (allotted in part payment of

vessel)
E. Peterznas ( allotted in part of

as first Manager)

1000. — .
wages

50.-

All shares were paid for in cash with the 
exception of the last two,listed. No free shares 
were ever issued or allotted for fees or special 
remunerations on the formation of the company.



THE FALKLAND & DEPEND ENG IE3 SEALING Company, Limited.

Stanley, 20th April 1936
-i r r> v. !/‘ < l j if

I have the honour to address you regarding the affairs 
of the Falklands & Dependencies Sealimg Company Limited.

/
Sir,

The company was formed, almost entirely with local 
capital, late in 1927 and early 1928, on the basis of 
representations made by Norwegian Nationals who offered to 
supply a suitable ship and crews etc.

This Company has not been fortunate in the conduct
of its business partly due to mistakes made in policy at its 
inception, mistakes that were seriously accentuated by 
the very heavy and sustained fall in the price of seal oil.

One of the company’s gravest mistakes was to import 
Norwegian Nationals as sealing crew, on the mistaken 

asumption that local hands would not be expert enough to 
undertake the work - but early in 1930 this mistake was 
realised and every effort made to do without Foreign Labour and 
work the station with local hands.

However, by that time the company’s cash resources had 
been entirely swamped and the prioe of seal oil had fallen so 
low that very little could be done to retrieve the position.

Nevertheless, with the assistance of cash advances 
from Messrs The Falkland Islands Co. Ltd. , the company has 
been kept going, but it is now desirable that it be placed on 
a proper working basis and to do this it will require 
reorganization.

New working Capital will be required and nothing can 
be done in this respect unless the Company holds a license 
to seal and whale covering a term of years.

I therefore beg to request that you will kindly 
consider placing before His Excellency the Governor the 
application of this company for the granting of a license 
for a period of seven years from 1st January 1937, to permit 
us to take annually:-

15.000 to 20.000 hair seal
1.000 elephant seal

and whales to an unlimited quantity.

As regards sealing we should be agreeable to limits 
being fixed wherein we could seal and would suggest from 
Foxbay Heads to New Island , thus leaving a large area 
projected against sealing.

A list of the present shareholders in the F. & D. 
Sealing Co., Ltd., is attached.

I have the honour to be, Sir,
Your obedient servant,

Secretary to the F. & D. S.C.Ld.
Hon. the Colonial Secretary 

Stanley.
Falkland Islands.

1



/

•/

75/55 •

30.27th April»

Sir,

I have the honour to inform you that His 

Excellency the Governor has been pleased to 

appoint you to be Sealing Officer for the 

purpose of accompanying the Sealing Expedition 

of the Falkland Islands and Dependencies Sealing 

Co * j gcx

Islands during the period 1st Hay to the Slat 

October, 19-36.

2* I have to transmit for your information 

and guidance the accompanying copy of the 

conditions on which the licence has been issued, 

and to add that it will bo your duty to supervise 

the operations and see to it that the conditions 

of the licence aro duly observed.

3. Yu are required to keep a diary in which 

you will record daily the number of hair-seals and 

elephant seals killed, the localities from which 

taken, and the quantity of oil produced, 

required also to make careful observations of the 

rookeries with a view to reporting on the estimated 

number of hair-seals thereon and of furnishing such

other/

which will operate in the Falkland♦ 5

You ara

p# B. Dixon
ST/iNLBY.

(Yh.rof the irector of Public .or tee •)



- 2 -

0 L informa ti on as may of value to the Government * 
The Company has been authorised to take 6 , 000 

In the meantime thehair-seal and 500 elephant seal.

roval °£ tdie Secretary of state is 

the Company being permitted to
being sought to

take a further 6,000 

hair-seal and a further 500 elephant seal*

5. With regard to the elephant seal the 

^ay be permitted to tal^e small
Company

groups of elephant seals
up to lo, ou'G one in every lo must be left alive# 

will note however that tills is
You

not intended to apply to 

on the same beach since 

a total of 43 seal and 85$ or IB must be

say ° groups of 3 seal each all 
this would be 

left alive* Io sg suggested that you should see ?;r* 

Jo E. Hamilton who will explain to you what is required.
3* I am to add that you will os paid wages at the 

rate of 24 per week with free messing. 
I am,

Sir,

Your obedient servant,

4r
Acting Colonial Secretary#

\

*
V
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Hon.Col .Sec •
With reference to red 132 it may be observed that the 

total is £9,800 which does not agree with red 103 in 589/S 7 

where the share capital is stated to be £10,250.

The Norwegians were of course necessary to begin 

with since no one here knew anything of sealing.

Since I feel the desirability of some assurance 

that all information is available I would suggest that Mr. 

Y/atson might su ply detailed information on the following

heads;a,the exact financii position of the sealing company;— A
b,the probable source of the new working capital;c,the pro­

posed reorganisation of the company;and d,the proposed whal­

ing operations.

Red I35t.

2.

The reserve proposed in this letter seems to have^ 

been suggested without due bonsideration. 

that the cost# between Fox Bay and New Island has supplied M 

most of the seal except those killed on the Falkland Island* 

Company1 s land but has Mr .Watson forgotten that the seali^jB 

has taken elephants from Boat Point in Pitzroy Can^^J 

or does he think that the Falkland Islands Companyfs sealing! 

rights extend to all its land instead of...only £o the origi&l j 

grant of Lafonia?
Nevertheless this seems to be a good opportunity to 

make a reserve where the seal will be undisturbed and 1 

would suggest that it should include all lands and islc^^^^J 

to the fi6rth of fifty one degrees thirtyseven minutes s^^H 

latitude which isa line running to the north of^B 

New Island and cutting off a large proportion of the bree^J

3 .
It is true

company

ing rookeries.
With regard to the necessity of the company h£T 

ing a long-term licence before being able to acquire 

capital I am unable to recollect that the system of 

licences has ever prevented the whalers,whose annual ^ 

penses are very large indeed,from fitting out their

fcf.
ne\i

annu
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expeditions. Moreover while there 

companies operating under colonial
are still whaling 

licences it does not
seem desirable to establish 

r) Mr.Watson does not 

probably be no question of his 

as long as the sealing 

per way.

a precedent in such a matter.

seem to realize that there wpuld 

licence not being renewed 

was conducted in a reasonably 

If he would recall the history of the 

he will appreciate that it has frequently offended

pro-

c oinpany

against
the conditions of the licence and that its 

duct has been
general con­

open t-o criticism but that nevertheless its 

priveleges have not been cuttailed. (vide red 25 in 589/27) 

It should be obvious that from the start Government has

gone to great lengths to foster this industry and I do not 

see why Mr .v/atson should anticipate any change since the

case for maintaining the sealing is a strong one ard entirely 

in the public interest.
/

In the history of sealing there is practically
not invariably 

nothing to show that the commercial sealer is^grasping,

destructive and lacking in foresight. j^The Pesca Company

4.

in South Georgia has proved itself an exception to this
licensee for

with the result that it is still the £ a valuable
sealing concession)* 

licence is a valuable reminder to the administration that

it is necess&yy to keep a close watch on sealing activit­

ies and the suggestion of insecurity implied by it must 

be an incentive to the observation of the

An annual application for a

i conditions im­
posed although no sealing or whaling licence once granted

uJL
has ever been suspended or refused.A

Yearly renewal afford.s an excellent opportunity for

a general review of the wa# in which thenwork has been 

carried on and for alterations in the conditions 

licence as they show themselves to be desirable . 

be opportune to remark that

of the

It may

even now there are large gap© 

in our knowledge of both the sea lion and the elephant

seal so that it is not possible to regard as final any i
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any decision which may "be taken at this time.

The following quotation is pertinent-------

"The nature of sealing as a business is such that re­
strictions of

practical.

disease,to the inroads of 

udes of an (unusually) stressful 

ing results of peculiar breeding 

fully managed under inflexible 

"The Establishment of close 

quite a different matter from 

of fur seals.

is.

a fixed and absolute character are highly im-
Living animals subject to the ravages of

natural enemies,to the vicissit-} 

existence and to the vary}- 

habits can not be 

rules
success -

laid down in advance, 
season for game animals is 

the restriction of killing

"Among wild animals the fur seal is unique in mapy
Although not actually under domesticationrespects. 

it is by nature and habits almost strictly comparable to 

principles governing itsa domestic animal and the 

ment should
manag-

unquestionably be those employed by breeders of 
Rigid rules ofstock. procedure,therefore,are as inad- 

case of seals as they would be with horsjath 

So far as possible regulations s.

advantage of conditions

visable in the 

cattle or sheep• 

be sufficiently elastic to take pups 

d of
"Whether the herd he large or small/diminishing or\e

that action

they arise .

progressing,good management demands 

be governed by circumstances.
mu

"Inflexible rules applied to living animals 

ous under any circumstances---------
are danger.'

ie

"The relative proportions of males and females 

be the same in a herd of a thousand seals 

hundred thousand

should
as in one of a

or a million,and in any case it is wholly aL 

proportion not of fixed numbers .^(Fur 1a matter of Seal
and other life of the Pribilof Island*,1914. Bulletin of

\ i

the Bureau of Fisheries.Washington.191rtrro«_qq.)

The sea lion is closely related to the fur 

their habits are strikingly similar.
seal and 

What/is set forthj
i
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forth above applies equally well to the sea lion in the Falk 

land Islands .

•*3. In arriving at a forecast of the numbers which may 

be taken annually it has been necessary to make certain as-
i

sumptions in the light of our present knowledge but I would 

I emphasise the point that the acquisition of more exact data

| may necessitate changes in these basic assumptions. It is
!
\ possible that the number of surplus (killable) males may be

less than estimated but on the other hand it may be more;this 

is a matter of vital importance which only prolonged observ-

It will be obvious that,when theyation can elucidate.

entail the use of unconfirmed figures,estimates should be

made on conservative lines and such I have followed through­

out .
Up to the end of- this season I had counted about

74,000 pups but the census is not complete and after considar-
y

ation I have concluded that 90,000 is a safe figure to adoptI
This number offor the number of pups present in 1935. 

pups entails the presence of the same number of coy/s,the sea 

lion being uniparous,and since,so far as is known,the sexes 

born in equal numbers and there is no differential deathOf
are

; rate and since the bulls become adult at the same age as 
cows

that of the when they pup for the first time,90,000 pups
Up to the end of 

which left an available
entail the presence of 90,000 bulls also.

1935 27,272 bulls had been killed 

stock of 69,628 since during the years when bulls had been 

killed there had of course been a number reaching maturity

the annual rate of increase I have adopted the* For
The northern fur seal cows increasefigure of 1% per annum

j
at the rate of 8% and our own fur seal in a period of seven

The seaincreased at the rate of 6% per annum.yea.rs
lion,it is a true,is a more

death rate in early life is very high so that I do

robust creature than the fur sed
i but the

' not consider it prudent to use a higher figure than 1%.i

The rate of increase of both cows and bulls, then^is 

90,000 increasing at 1% per annum.
!I

CLcalculted on
A

.rrVl
i
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ft Another factor 

is not known what is the 

j^alklands.

now introduces itself,namely that it 

saturation point for sea. lions in Hi

It is quite certain that the herd will not go 

increasing indefinitely,hut whetheron there is room-that is
to suitable breeding places-for a hundred thousand or a quart­
er of a million cov/s cannot he foreseen,and at 1% the higher 

figure might he attained in about thirteen years . 
may

.less advantageous sites^have to he occupied
It is

prohahle that 

the deaths of pups from storms 

more protected places.

as

on them will he higher than
on

1(5- The optimum* -size of harem is not yet known and will 
only appear as the result of considered

In 1930 245 hulls were observed to have 

Of them 27.7

management of the
herd. an average 

per cent had only 5.4harem of 7.3 cows •
cows and 23.4 per cent had 10.2 

hulls 72.3 per cent had
cows each.

an average harem of 9.15 

have therefore used a ratio of one hull for 

ing cows in these calculations since this number 

undue strain on the sexual capacity of the males, 

might he found in the course of years that a harem of nine 

v/as too small and if this were so fresh calculations could

Of all these

Icows .

every nine breed- 

would place
It

he mu.de . A reservation has to he made of one J
hull for every nine breeding cows,hut this is not sufficient,.
some allowance has to he made for the service of stray

and particularly the virgins and for the existence of
therefore

known factors;an addition of 20 per cent has been made to
A

the number of hulls required for the breeding

cows
un-

cows .
■ The factors which affect the number of tillable 

hulls are these Alici.ufujze;original stock;natural deaths; 

number iaxfcx required for breed ing ;ex?sx calculated increase.

A table is attached which shows the result of calculations 

based on these factors for 

with 1936.

(p\
a period of sixteen years beginning 

It appears from it that 10,000 hulls may he kill

ed annually until 19oO hut alter that the number might he 

The scheme depends on the ability of the 

to reach a number of about 170,000,which appears between

increased• cows
■

/
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1944 and 1945 .and this number 
a surplus of 10,000 annually.

The allowance for natural deaths

ing the number to be killed from

portion of those killed would have

should be able to maintain

is made after deduct-

the total stock since a pro- 

died naturally.
This forcast is based on the using up of the accumulated

surplus of bulls;which exists and should contribute largely 

to the maintenance of the sealing industry until the herd is 

so large tnat the annual increase will compensate for the 

killing.

It will be observed that from 1945 to 1950 there is a 

deficiency in the number of bulls since the whole herd(in 

January) is less than the number of bulls required for breed - 

The maximum deficit is 2/509 in 1947 but since this 

is nearly covered by the estimate for contingencies (end of 

pars, 10) and since the sub-adult bulls show signs of sexual 

potence it does not seem necessary to be alarmed at the pro­
spect .

mg.

12. I wish most earnestly to emphasize that figures 

such as these which refer to an animal whose natural history 

is not yet completely known cannot be regarded as giving a

It is imperative that kill­

ings should be conservative and that the herd be kept under 

constant and competent supervision.

A single census is not sufficient;counts must be repeat­

ed and selected rookeries kept under observation in the breed

By such means alone can there be acquired the
*

essential knowledge which will permit of maintenance and ex-

necessarily correct forecast.

ing season.

ploitation based on observed fact.
Iheuvallaexbftan annual killing of 10,000 may now be

hi*-*.The records are unfortunately not good butestimated.
following are the results. of value in 

Allowance has been made for elephantsthis connection.
they occured in the returns but not for leopards which 

and have been assumed to equal sea lions,as I consider
when

are few

is reasonable
1928



1928,3139 seal produced 1 "barrel of 

1929,2065 2 11 n

1930,4941
2.61 it

3.6
1931,7819 „

1935,9219 »
4.2

" 4 .48 "

results and what,in 

the past at least,was observable in whaling returns,namely 

that the larger the catch the 

animal and it is desirable that the 

ing company be drawn to the low figure

I would suggest that the ability of the

ihere is a resemblance between these

smaller the yield of oil per
attention of the seal-

of the last season.

company to nss±
handle so large a number as 10,000 in a season requires con­

sideration,9, 000 might he sufficient, 

ation here of the
There is an illustr-

use to which an annual licence may be put, 

since the threat of reducing the catch could be used to 

the company to efforts in
spur

economy of raw material.
At 3.6 seals

barrels or 463 tons which at £25 

and at the lower figure of 4 seals 

would produce 416 tons valued at £10,400.

Passing now to the elephant seals,in 1928 the

per barrel 10,000 seals should yield 2778 

per ton is equal to £11,575 

per barrel 10/500 seals

\ u
*4- then

manager naively admitted that a large proportion of those 

killed were little more than pups and in 1930 I found car -
cases of vvhich the majority were undersized and among them 

was a pregnant female. 1933 was the first year in which a 

sealing officer accompanied these people and only 25 ele­
phants were killed,! believe. In 1935 during the main
season only 112 elephants were taken and after that a special

{ licence was issued under which,the company having missed v*hati they state to have been the best of the season,453 elephants 

were killed and. yielded the extremely bad average of 25.9

gallons which', should be .contrasted .with the following from 

the sealing company3s report of 1930.

39. ;

April,249 elephants,average 54.61 gallons
i-J

A *
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April,249 elephants,average 54.61 gallons

52 elephants,average 54.00 gallons

h » 92 elephants,average 52.00 gallons

July, 106 elephants,average 34.70 gallons

May,

I would, remark that I consider that the company has agai 
started too late-the first 

I cannot see that the

i
group above,249,was taken in April 

company has any reason to expect 
that they will get more than about 500 elephants and therefor!

■

propose that they should be limited to that number.

On the assumption that an elephant is worth only 40 gal­

lons 500 of them will produce 83 tons of oil with 

value of £15 per ton amounting to £2,075 which
a current

would bring f
the gioss revenue of the sealing company to something over
<£12,000 for 3278 barrels of oil, 

15. The question of the best 

portant since it is mere waste to kill the 

out of condition*

season for sealing is im- 

seal when they are 

There seems to be some tendency for the 

sealing company to believe that seals are in good condition 

and abundant when they have not,or have not been allowed to
A

kill them.

All stages of the sea lion fall off in oil content of thl 

blubber in summer and this species must be given time 

ten before killing.

May 15 to October 31

to fat -
r

The period of the current licence,

seems reasonable although June 1 would 

probably be better for the start if the question of employ­
ment did not arise.

The season for elephants might well coincide with that 

in South Georgia,March 1 to September 30 and,until the posit-
ion is clarified,in December,but they should not be killed in 

January or February. 

al breeding season
These periods would omit the potenti­

al i uruM. r-and although the 

elephant se§tl is phlegmatic in the extreme I consider that
/ every encouragmant to breed should be given to it. 

species requires careful watching in order that there
This

may be
acquired information as to its habits and prospects in the j



Ealklands•

m. wiuh regard to whaling the only restriction IV*

would suggest is that the Right Whale should he 

from the licence.
excluded

It now receives practically world­
wide protection

17. It is proposed in this paper that the sealing 

company he asked to provide further details of its 

and inoentions,that a seal reserve

para. .2 state

oe instituted,that the
•par .lllicence to ses.l he an annual one,and cover 10,000

and -00 elephant seal and all whales except the right 

with seasons as set out in para 17.

para .3
para .4 sea lions
paras .14,16 whale

Attention is drawn
■para .13 . to ohe low output during the last season and particular 

emphasis is laid the necessity for prolonged and 

ful observation and supervision especially of the

on care -

sea lion.
(papas.4,5,6,12 and 15)

2*
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Table I.

Year Breeding 
cows

Total KillingjResidue Natural Residue Increase 
after deaths 

_ jkilling
69,028 10,000 59,028 8,'433 50,595)6,741

57,336 10,000

Bulls 
required 
for cows 
12,840

hulls i at T/o!

1936 96,300

1937 103,041 13,739 47,336 6,762 40,574 7,209;

1938 110,250 14,700 47,783 10,000 37,783 5,398 32,385 j 7,713

1939 117,963 I 15,729 ;40,098 10,000 30,098 4,300 29,798 i 8,253 

1940 126,216 ; 16,829 34,051 10,000 24,051 3,436 20,615 i 8,838

1941 135,054 18,008 29,453 10,000 19,453 2,779 16,674 9,450
I

1942 144,505 19,268 26,124 10,000 16,124 2,303 13,821 10,116

1943 154,620 20,616 23,937 10,000 13,937 19991 11,946 10,827

1944 165,447 22,060 22,773 10,000 12,773 1,825 10,948 11,583

1945177,030 23,604 22,531 10,000 12,531 1,790 10,74112,393

194g 189,423 25,257 23,134 10,000 13,134 19876 11,253 [13,257

1947 202,680 27,024 24,515 10,000 14,515 2,074 12,441 14,184
11948 216,364 23,916 26,625 10,000 16,625 2,375 14,250 15,183 

16,657 jl6,2451949 232,047 30,940 29,433 10,000 19,433 2,776
i1950 248,292 33,106 32,902 10,000 22,902 3,272

1951 '265,671 i 35,423 37,009 11,000 26,009 3,716

19,630 17,379I
22,293 13,594

(jK^iS—*

\/ - 3 && ^
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0 Ire Jljalklrrth Ji(Cimtp imp, Situ ttfri>.
------------------------------“(INCORPORATED BY ROYAL CHARTER 1051.)----------—-----------------

AGENTS FOR LLOYDS.

TELEGRAMS "FLEETWING PORTSTAN LEYv.» RADIO.

Sir 3

On behalf of the Falkland Islands & Dependencies 

eg to request that the time limit 

for taking Elephant seals be extended from 15th May to 

15 th -June - icxt o

Sealing Co.Ltd., I ■’-V

The Company has only just commenced operations 

hence this request.

I am.

Sir,

Yo ur obedient s e rvant

The Honourable,

The Colonial Secretary 

Stanleya
j

LY//F.
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75/35.

12th. May, 36.

Sir,

vlffc v’ith reference to your letter dated the 5th of 

May, 1936, written on behalf of the Falkland Islands 

and Dependencies Sealing Company, Limited, 

directed to inform you that the request from that 

Company to extend the time limit for talcing elephant 

3®als from 15th .lay to 15th June is hereby granted.

I am

I am,

iSir,

Your obedient servant,

Acting Colonial Secretary.

The Manager,
The Falkland Islands Co., Ltd., 

STANLEY.
\
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'1f *No.______________
(It is requested 

that, in any refer­
ence to this minute, 
the above Number 
and the date may 
be quoted.)

MINUTE.

19 2-X

*<?/JriQi

HTHE COLONIAL SECRETARY

Stanley, Falkland Islands.

o
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3 Ire ^(falklattfr (Sxrmp aitn, Situ rrfexV.
“(INCORPORATED BY ROYAL CHARTER 10 51.)-

REGISTERED 1902.

AGENTS FOR LLOYDS.

TELEGRAMS"FLEETWING PORTSTANLEV »u RADIO.

^3614 th May

Sir,

I have to acknowledge your letter No.75/35

granting to the Falkland Islands 

and Dependencies Sealing Company, Limited, an 

extension of the time limit for taking elephant

dated 12th instA O J>

K

seals *

The Manager of that Company is being advised

accordingly.

I am,

Sir,

Your obedient servant,

Ma nag er •

The tfenageable

The Colonial Secretary,

Stanley•

H.T.

__



^ GOVERNMENT TELEGRAPH SERVICE. (£/)
FALKLAND ISLANDS AND DEPENDENCIES.

SENT.
Number Office of Origin Words Handed in at Date

20/5/36.

To
SEALING OFFICER, 

ALBEMARLE.

Sealing Company have been granted extension of time limit for 

taking elephant seals from 15th May #o 15th June, 1936.

Colonial Secretary.

Telephoned to w/T Station - 19.00. 20th May.

Time
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75/35.

10th June, 36.

Sir,

With reference to your letter of the 20th of 

April, 1936, I am directed by the Governor to inform 

you that after careful consideration of the proposals 

contained in your letter, His Excellency does not 

consider that sufficient cause has been shown to 

Justify a departure from the usual practice of issuing 

annual licences as, so long as sealing operations are 

conducted by your Company in a satisfactory manner, 

there would be little likelihood of a refusal to renew 

the annual licence.
With regard to the number of animals which 

may be taken annually His Jscellsncy desires me to 

state that the number of sea lions and elephant seal 

which my bo taken will be considered at the time of 

application but it appears probable that it will be 

neosssary after this year to restrict the total number 

to be taken from all areas and by all operators within the 

limits of the Colony to 10,000 sen lions and 500 elephant 

seal in any one season.

2.

3./

The seoretary,
Ihe Falkland Islands and Dependencies 

Sealing Company, Limited,
ALBEMARLE.

A



%
- 3 -

In this connection 1 attach a statement3.

showing the yield of oil produced by your Company from
From thissea lions during lino years 1988 to 1935. 

statement it will he observed that the larger4 catches 

yielded less oil per tmimai and indicates that the best 
use has not been made of the raw material as the catches

1 as to Impress upon your Companyincreased in numbers, 
very strongly the paramount importance of utilizing 

to the fullest possible extent all carcasses.

I am,

Sir,

Your obedient servant,

Aoting Colonial Secretary.

I



1
*

STATEMENT SHOWING THE YIELD OF OIL PRODUCED 3Y THE 
FALKLAND ISLANDS AND DEPENDENCIES SEAL BIG COMPANY, 
LIMITED, FROM SEA LIONS DURBIG THE YEARS 1928 to 
1935.

U
*^Y-'V

5139 seal produced 1 barrel of oil for every 2.5 seal.1928.

1929. 2065 !? 2.61 "7t ft

it1930. 4941 " Tf

1931. 7819 r? t7

1935. 9219 i?ff

i



75/35.

11th June, 36*

Sir,

I am directed to forward to you the attached 

extract from a report received from the Sealing
Officer attached to the Falkland Islands and
Dependencies Sealing Company, limited, and to request 
that you will he good enough to confirm the 

statement that your Company have granted permission 

to the Sealing Company to take an unlimited number 

of both elephant and hair seals from your land 

within the boundaries of Lafonia at any period of
the year.

I am,

Sir,

Your obedient servant,

Acting Colonial Secretary.

The Manager,
Falkland Islands Co., Ltd., 

STANLEY.

i
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3 Ip (liimtpmtp, STtmthi^,

. j•(INCORPORATED BY ROYAL CHARTER I8 5I.J-

REGISTERED 1902.
1

AGENTS FOR LLOYDS.

TELEGRAMS "FLEETWING PORTSTANLEY'I,. RADIO.

ISth. J.une.^..... ...49 .36*

Sir,

I have the honour to acknowledge receipt of

your letter of yesterdays date(and, with reference 

to your enquiry, to inform you that the Sealing 

Company have not been granted permission to take an

unlimited number of seal within the boundaries of Lafonia*

Permission has been granted subject to the following 

conditions5~ That no fur seal be taken - that 10^ of 

adult males be left on each rookery and that no females, 

pups( undersized or immature seals be killed♦ 

license is valid until September 30th of this year*

I am,

This

Sir,

Your obedient servant,

for Manager *

The Honourable

The Colonial Secretary

DR/JT « Stanley#



*

75/35.

19 tii June, 30.

Sir,

I sa directed to acknowledge the receipt of 

your letter of the 16th. of Hay, 1936, and to 

confirm my telegram despatched to you on the 20th 

of May reading as follows ;

"Sealing Company have been granted permission 
of time limit for taking elephant seals from 
15th May to loth June, 1936."

2. with reference to paragraph 2 of your 

letter I am to say that the Falkland Iglands 

Company, Limited, have granted permission to the 

Sealing Company to take seals 'within the boundaries 

of Lafonia subject to the following conditions :
that no fur aeal he taken.

That lOjS ofaadult males he left on each 
rookery und that no females, duos, undersized 
or immature seals he killed.

3. This licence i3 valid until September 

30th of this year.

I am,
Sir,

Your obedient servant,
$

■

Acting Colonial Secretary.

F# B. Dixon, Esq.,
Sealing OJ^icer

Falkland Inlands & Dependencies 
Sealing Company, Limited, 

ALBEMARLE. k
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_NOTES FOR TOUR EXCELLENCY.

M.P» 589/27. Reds (15 and (16) Original Licence to the Falkland 
islands and Dependencies Sealing Company.

* M.P. 75/55. Red (133) Request of Falkland Islands and Dependencies 
oealing Company.

Reds (136) - (145) Report by Mr. Hamilton on the 
request of the Company.

Reds (135) - (13 6) In para. 14 the average number 
of gallons of elephant seal oil produced by the 
Falkland Islands and Dependencies Sealing Company 
was 48.83 gallons per elephant during the 1930 
season whereas in the same season the Cia. Argentina 
de Pesca produced an average of 73.04 gallons 
elephant.

Reds(152) - (154) The reply to the request of the 
Sealing Company.

Red (125) Authorizes 6,000 hair seal and 500 
elephant seal.

per

Reds (144) (145) Paras. 3 and 4 - grounds on which 
the Government Naturalist - Mr. Hamilton - considers 
that only an annual licence should be granted.

M.P. 250/55. Crown Grant relating to Lafonia.

Sealing Reports, South Georgia 1928 - 1935.

O'r
/.

//r

i



The Hon* C-. J. Felton and Mr. D* R* 7/atson applied for 

an interview with His Excellency at Government House on the

8th of July, 1936.

The interview was granted for 12 noon on that day.

In addition to His Excellency and the gentlemen 

reierred to above the Acting Colonial Secretary was present.

During the interview His Excellency brought to the 

notice of Mr. 7/atson, Secretary of the Falkland Islands 

and Dependencies Sealing Company, the statistics relating 

to the production of seal oil for the years 1928-1935 

which shewed a very poor yield of oil for the number of 

seals taken as compared with tne production by the Cia. de 

Pesca at South Georgia.

Mr. v/atson explained that the reason was probably due 

to larger seals caught in South Georgia waters. His

Excellency then asked Mr. ./atson if he would explain why the 

percentage of yield from seals caught by his own Company had 

shewn considerable decreases« Mr. 7/atson replied that this 

was probably due to elephant seals being included with the 

sea lions in the returns of the years shewing the higher yield 

and offered to investigate the matter. Mr* 7/atson then s'bated 

that it was in his opinion impossible to obtain a higher yield 

of oil from sea lions than they were obtaining at present and 

assured His Excellency that there was no waste whetsoever of any 

part of the carcass.

Mr. Felton and Mr. Matson asked if His Excellency would 

approve of the grant of a monopoly to the Falkland Islands and 

Dependencies Sealing Company for a period of 7 years maintaining 

that such a monopoly would result in the employment of 50 men 

for 8 months in the year if whaling as well as sealing operations 

were conducted. They stated that it had been impossible for them 

to induce the Falkland Islands Company to provide the additional 

capital required for the extension of the sealing operations and 

for the addition of a whaling industry in the absence of the grant

of/



monopoly for 7 years •

1-r ° Belton further asked if His Excellency would permit 

introduction of Norwegian capital for the continuance and 

development of hie Company.

In reply His Excellency pointed out that over a period of 

oO years the issue of an annual licence had never been a 

deterrent to the whaling or sealing industries and that there 

was no record of a case where renewal of an annual licence had 

been refused during that period. He could not say that he 

would be prepared to grant a monopoly for 7 years as the 

Falkland Islands Company must say what they want as a precedent 

to their furnishing the additional capital required.

His Excellency was prepared to encourage the Falkland Islands
While

Company to take part in the operations of the Sealing Company 

he could not approve of a monopoly for a period of 7 years to 

either Company except in association with the other. There was

no room for two Companies working independently.

Hr• Felton pointed out that the Falkland Islands Company 

had now complete financial control of the Sealing Company which 

was indebted to thorn in the sum of £15,000 and could put it out 

of business; therefore the Company in which he was interested 

were anxious to receive a monopoly for taking seals elsewhere 

than in Lafonia to protect their interests, particularly as 

they were pioneers of the industry locally.

In support of this Mr. Y/atson stated that the Falkland 

Islands Company had already considered the possibility of 

placing equipment at Darwin but that he thought Darwin could

not be considered as a suitable place as there were not enough 

seals in the vicinity. He knew that Capt. Roberts, (the 

Master of the "Lafonia") had had instructions to investigate 

the possioilities of selecting an alternative station.

lir. Watson further stated that a rough scheme of amalgamation 

had been drawn up by Mr. Young whereby the Falkland Islands

Company would take part cash only by way of repayment and 

balance in shares in the Sealing Company.
the

This would fully

satisfy/



satisfy tiie latter, 

already discussed 

°i the Fa Ik land Islands

His Excellency said that he had 

the matter with Mr. Young the Manager

Company, and gathered from him that 

something of the sort was under consideration.

Finally His Excellency stated that he would 

every assistance to

to join with the Falkland Islands and

render

encourage the Falkland Islands Company

Dependencies Sealing
Company in the further development of the Sealing 

•■’haling industry in the Colony.
and

Mr. Felton was asked by His Excellency to write 

to the Colonial Secretary with a view to obtaining an 

estimate of rhe extent to which Government would be 

prepared to grant concessions on receipt of which it 

would be for Mr. Felton to communicate results to Mir. Young 

with the object of obtaining the consent of his Directors 

for the formation of a new Joint Company under the control 

of the Falkland Islands Company as the largest shareholders.

i
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% The Falkland & Dependencies Sealing Co., Ltd.

Stanley, 9th July 1936.

Sir,
I have to own receipt of your favour dated 10th

been unable to reply beforeJune, to which I have 
due to my being out at the Sealing Station at
Albemarle.

On behalf of my company I much appreciate the 
assurance that, so long as sealing operations are 
conducted in a satisfactory manner, there would be 
little likelihood, of a refusal to renew the annual 
licence.

This matter, of licences etc., has since oeen 
gone into thoroughly at an interview with His Excellency 
the Governor and a separate letter of this same date is 
being addressed to you in connection with the views 

expressed by the Governor at that interview.

Number of seals and sea-elephants to be taken.
I note that the number of these animals to be taken 

in any one season will be considered at the time of 
application for each licence, and that it appears 
probable that after this year it may appear necessary to 
restrict the total number to be taken, by all operators 
within the limits of the Colony, to 10.000 sea lions and 
500 elephant seals in any one season.

These number of animals would roughly permit the 
production of between 400 and 500 tons of seal oil, 
which in itself would not justify much further capital 
being put into the business and would not provide much 
room for employing extra labour, but if the negotiations 
now in progress for extending the operations of the 
company into Whaling are successful, the restrictions 
in the number of seals to be taken will not hamper 
the expansion and reorganisation of the company which is 
now contemplated.

Yield of Oil.
I regret that the figures as at present on record in 

the Colonial Secretariat would seem to indicate that the 
yield has gone down in recent years, and beg to assure the 
Government that under the writer’s personal supervision at 
the sealing station every effort is made to prevent waste 
and to obtain the greatest yield possible in relation to the 
number of seals slaughtered.

The ’yield’ in ’seals to the barrel’ is considerably 
influenced by the greater or less proportion of sea-ele­
phants that may be boiled down, as the$>?animals produce 
considerably more oil per head thaiti the sea-lions.

In order to enable me to check and possibly, rectify 
the figures quoted in your statement, I beg of\you to 
furnish me with copies of the reports from which these 
figures have been extracted, as I particularly wish to 
remove any false impression that may exist as to whether 
the company is or is not making the best of the raw material 
that they handle.

O yKr



II.

Unfortunately I cannot immediately draw up a 
comparative statement to shew the correct yields 
beoause the company’s records were not very well 
kept during the first three years that it worked, 
the management then being in the hands of Norwegian 
Nationals.

6
I have the honour to be, Sir,

Your obedient servant

Secretary to the Falkland & 
Dependencies .Sealing Co.Ltd.

To The Hon.
Colonial Secretary 

Stanley.



THE FALKLAND & DEPENDENCIES SEALING COMPANY, LIMITED.

Stanley, 9th July 1956,
Sir,

The undersigned, G.J.Felton and Duncan R.Watson, both 

Directors of the Falkland & Dependencies Sealing Co., Ltd 

hereby refer to the interview granted them by His Excellency 

the Governor on 8th inst.

From this interview they understand that the views of

• 9

the Government in regard to Sealing and Whaling in waters of 

the Falkland Islands proper are, more or less,

That His Excellency the Governor will be
as follows 

prepared to
favourably consider the granting of a monopoly for seven 

years to a reorganised company in which the present Falkland 

& Dependencies Sealing Co.Ltd. would be joined financially 

and administratively with Messrs The Falkland Islands Company 

Limited in the business of sealing and whaling in waters of 
the Falkland Islands proper.

But that His Excellency the Governor would not 

it advisable to grant any such monopoly to either 

other of these companies.

consider

one or the

On behalf of the Falkland & Dependencies Sealing Co.,
Ltd., we hereby beg to express our agreement to this state-

ment of policy, and our agreement to join forces with Messrs 

The Falkland Islands Co. Ltd. for sealing ana whaling.

We shall be extremely obliged if 

Excellency the Governor's views can be furnished 

to communicate

a confirmation of His 

us in order 

of the

in London, with a view to arranging 

new finance with the least

same by air mail to the Directors
Falkland Islands Co.Ld.

the reorganisation and 

delay.
possible

We are, Sir,
Your obedient servants.

Director. Director & 
Secretary.To the Hon.

The Colonial Secretary 
Stanley

Falkland Islands*
/s p■0-7*,

L
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75/35.

14th July, 36.

31 r,

With reference to your letter dated the 9th 

of July, 1936, I am directed by the Governor to 

inform you that the terras contained in your letter 

explain the position and that His Excellency is 

prepared to seek th9 approval of the Secretary of 
State with a view to obtaining the concession 

you seek for whaling and sealing operations to be 

conducted by your Company in conjunction with the 

aid of the Falkland Islands Company.

I am,
Sir,

Your obedient servant,
i/ //

Acting Colonial Secretary.

The Honourable
0. J. Felton, M.E.C., J.P.,

, . STANLEY.
/

ii



+

75/35.

14th July, 36.

CONFIDENTIAL.

Sir,
With reference to the interview you had wfcth

His Excellency, on the subject of a fresh concess­
ion for sealing in the Colony, I am to inform you 

that it appears that the maximum number of seals
permitted to be billed annually will not for some 

time exceed 10,000 to 12,000. 
regrets therefore that he cannot hold out a hope

His Excellency

of the issue of a fresh licence.
negotiations are now taxing place which 

it is considered will improve the position of the 

Falkland Islands and Dependencies Dealing Company.

2.

I am,
Dir,

Your obedient servant,

Acting Colonial secretary.

vr• W. J. Hu tchlns on,
STANLEY.
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17th July, 1936.KO. 106.

‘Air,

with reference to your telegram, :». 32 of the loth 

of Octobers 1935, and to previous correspondence on fee 

subject of the sealing licence granted to fee ijhlkland 

Islands and. dependencies sealing Company, Limited, I 

hi.vo fee honour to infom you feat fee company have 

applied for a licence to take 12,000 hair seals and 

1, i0 elephant seals during 1936 and feat I have granted 

them provisional permission to take up to 6,000 in the 

of hair son! and 500 in fee case of elephant seal 

during fee 1936 season pending a report by :r.

Hamilton.

i

case
I. E.

■feis report has now been completed and I 

enclose a copy for purposes of record and a further 

copy for transmission to Br. .'.cup, Director of woseareU,

c

•i icatej

*Discovery* Investigations.
Prior to fee receipt of : 1*• iCoraltton’s 

fee; Government undertook to seek your sanction 

permission for the sealing company to take 12,o .o 

seals this year that being fee number allowed in 1935. 

X consider that ;'r« Hamilton’s reco:.vlondation is ..or 

an absolute minimum and X am strongly of the opinion 

full, number should bo permitted during this
At the end of 19-37 the

report

for

that the

and possibly next yoar.
results/

right honour able „
0HM33Y-G0RS,

3hCF3.TA.RY OF -3TA.T3 VQ1\ Tih COLONIES.



— ij

results oan be ascertained »
Yhe reasons for my reeomnenaatian of this

comparatively email addition aro
Jhat the result of killing of superfluous 
i-iales by say 4,0no cannot have any notable 
effect on the miin herd of some auarter of 
a Million seals, and

?ho com?.try is still in the transition eta,2;©
■ p.irdlnp unemployment and it is advisable 

on political nroumls to five opportunity 
for as much work as possible at present *

1 would i'!'o that the position re yarding unomployaeat has

been steadily improving during the last year and it would

be Most ni'i.'o:etunato v/oro any check to bo imposed nor;*.

4r

CD

(2)

I have the Jronou? to bo, 

dir,

Your most obedient 
iiumblo servant,

•h«V IHL HE&KiKEdviEATON



75/35.

36.16th July,

S ir,
■,-lth reference to your Interview with rae, I on 

directed to inforr. you that the request from the 

Paa.!:land lolando and . epenaencies Beeline Company, 
Limited, for on extension of tirao in which to take 

elephant seals is hereby granted for the period of 

one month with effect from to-day.

I on,

ir,

Your ohcfloat servant,

S7
Acting Colonial Secretary.

LOi .OUhABLE 
V J. FKLTOB# J*P»# 

SE/ilJLEY.

J



The Honourable The Colonial Secretary,

Refering to reds 16E and 163 A and B, since "the companyfs 

records were not very well kept during the first three years11 I 

do not see that Mr. Watson is in a position to rectify figures 

extracted from former papers unless he has others which have heen 

I would suggest further that the uses of "Norwegian 

nationals" as scapegoats are now exhausted.

I have marked another paragraph on red 163 and would state

withheld.

that I consider that Mr. Watson, no doubt inadvertently, has placed 

rather a low estimate on the yield to be expected from the seals.

At 40 gallons per elephant the 500 should yield 83 tons of oil and 

the 10,000 sea lions will yield 463 tons at 3.6 seals to the 

barrel or 413 at 4 to the barrel - the aggregate being 546 and

496 tons.

It is however satisfactory to observe that the numbers 500

and 10,000 are considered sufficient.

From information which has recently come to hand I do not 

anticipate that, under the present management, the addition of 

4,000 seals to the number to be killed is likely to increase the 

amount of labour employed by the sealing company.

It will be remembered that last summer the company was most 

remiss in taking advantage of its special elephant licence and also 

neglected to begin in good time this season, 

were informed that there were plenty of sea lions at Cape Meredith 

Lagoon in the earlier part of this season they (the company) made no 

effort to take them but merely lamented their absence after time had 

been wasted in searching for elephants.

It seems clear that this company is still being run in an 

inefficient manner and that they have not yet learned anything 

of what is mostly essential for them-namely the seasonal occurtuice 

of seals, or if they have it is hoped that increased concessions 

will enable the company to avert the consequences of their neglect 

to take advantage of opportunity.

Further although they



2 I

It is not precisely pertinent to the foregoing hut should 

nevertheless "be stated that there is nothing in the history of 

this company to lead one to beleive that they have the slightest 

regard for anything "but the profits of the immediate season*

This outlook has always and pre-eminently characteristic of 

sealing as a whole.

My estimate of 90,000 pups applies to the whole colony 

including the islands adjacent to lafonia and (I would draw atten-

tion to the point that the herd under crown control is the less
ovtrvwi

by the population of these islands and that the licence therefore 

is issued with reference to a herd of bulls correspondingly 

smaller.

■ Vv

It follows that the total catch anticipated by the 

company consists not only of the number specified in the crown 

licence but includes in addition bulls killed under permit from 

the Falkland Islands Company*

I have made calculations as to the effect on the herd of 

killing 4,000 additional bulls and find that from 1943 to 1951, 

if the increase shown in red 136 is correct, there will be a 

deficiency of bulls which reaches a maximum of 17l/q in 1946*

Thrallowance for the service of virgins and for unknown factors 

is 2Q/ci so that it is practically wiped out in the year indicated* 

The management of the sea lion herd is in an experimental 

condition and has therefore to be conducted with the greatest 

caution, overkilling, even for a season or two might quite 

easily defeat the object of creating a permanent industry.

I v/ould therefore most respectfully but earnestly suggest 

that any increase beyond the number of 10,000 is likely to be a 

serious danger to the future of the herd and in 

the existence of the industry*

states that this number would attract a certain amount of fresh 

capital and that ii the project to start whaling materialises 

it will be sufficient to permit reorganisation of the company.

■

consequence to

Moreover, in red 163 Mr* Watson

i i
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Since the company seems rather unwilling to do anything 

but make generalisations and ask for further concessions I 

would suggest that it might supply definite and full infor­

mation as to the proposed reorganisation, including the total 

capital with a,list of shareholders and their holdings, an 

accurate description of the ships and plant to be used with 

positions of the latter, an estimate of the oil production and 

of the labour to be employed, with rates of pay of all ranks*

J* S. Hamilton.3igne d

23. 7. 36o



75/35. MINUTE.No.
(It is requested 

that, in any refer­
ence to this minute, 
the above Number 
and the date may 
be quoted.)

19 36,31st July,

J. E. Hamilton, Eaq.,To
From

STANLEY.
THE COLONIAL SECRETARY,

Stanley, Falkland Islands.

With reference to your minute dated, the 28th July, 1936,
I am directed dy the Governor to inform you that His Excellency 

desires that you should inspect the operations of the Falkland 

Islands & Dependencies Sealing Company at Albemarle as early as 

possible with particular reference as to the percentage of oil 

obtained from carcases.
2. After your inspection His Excellency would be pleased to 

receive a detailed report on your observations*
0

I

acting colonial secretary.
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No. MINUTE.

(It is requested 
that, in any refer­
ence to this minute, 
the above Number 
and the date may 
be quoted).
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(It re requested SWMINUTE.

that, iu any refer­
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the above Number 
and the date may 
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Decode.

TELEGRAM.

•....Dixon.lealing...Cff.icer.,From

Colonial. Secretary.To

Time :19 36*

^ i36.

Despatched : 14-th August 1400.

Time :Received: 15th August, 1100.

SEALING COiAPANY HAVI TO DATS TA/CEN 4475 SEAL. HAS

PERMISSION BEEN GRANTED TO TA.CE OVER 6000.

E. B. DIXON.
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m
GOVERNMENT TELEGRAPH SERVICE.w

FALKLAND ISLANDS AND DEPENDENCIES.

SENT.
Office of Origin Words Handed in at DateNumber

18. 8. 36.

To
MANAGER

SEALING- COMPANY?
AIBEOAKEB.

PERMISSION HAS BEEN GRANTED FOR SEALING COMPANY TO TAKE

UP TO 8,000 SEALS THIS SEASON.

COLONIAL SECRETARY.

j
Time

• <c



% GOVERNMENT TELEGRAPH SERVICE.
FALKLAND ISLANDS AND DEPENDENCIES.

SENT.
Office of Origin WordsNumber Handed in at Date

18. 8. 36.

To
SEALIUG OFFICER,

ALBEMARLE.

YOUR TELEGRAM IITH AUGUST SEALING COMPANY HAS HOW BEEN GRMTEB

PERMISSION TO TAKE UP TO 8,000 SEALS THIS SEASON.

COLONIAL SECRETARY.

Time i



r 01 Ip dlhlkkmii (kirmrpmtp Stmt.f^^',
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REGISTERED 1902.

AGENTS FOR LLOYDS.

TELEGRAMS "FLEETWING PORTSTAN LEY v.» RADIO.

24.th...Au.E.U..at. *......./c9 .36.*

Sir)

On behalf of the Falkland & Dependencies 

Sealing Co, I have the honour to request sanction 

to kill a further 6,000 Seals* We are given to

understand that Seals are now plentiful*

I am,

Sir,

Your obedient servant,

for Manager*

The Honourable

The Colonial Secretary

Stanley*

LK/JT.



75/35.

1st September, 36.

Sir,
With reference to your letter dated the 

24th of August, 1936, relative to the number of 

seals which may be taken by your Company, I am 

directed by the Governor to inform you that His 

Excellency approves of the taking of 10,000 seals 

in all (i*e. a total of 4000 in excess of the 

6000 stipulated in rup .letter of even number dated 

19th of March, 1936).

I am to add that no hope can be held 

out that any increase over this/ can be given.

I am,

n%-7,A

DrC^c’

2.

/V

Sir,
four obedient servant,

Acting Colonial Secretary.

The Manager,
The Falkland Id-lands &

Dependencies Sealing Company,
STABLET* - *

v



r i
Decode.

TELEGRAM.
JFrom Secretary ...of . State. ..for., the ..Colonies,

H. E. The Governor......To

Despatched: 1st September,

2nd September,

19 '56. Time: 2239.

19 36. 1030.Received : Time :

Ho. 82. Your despatch Ho. 106 in the circumstances I am

prepared to accept your recommendation that permission 

should be granted to take 12,000 hair seal and 1,000 

elephant seal this season. As at present advised I am not

prepared to commit myself at this stage to similar numbers

for 1937.
S. of S.

j'<1



GOVERNMENT TELEGRAPH SERVICE.
FALKLAND ISLANDS AND DEPENDENCIES.

SENT.
Handed in atWords DateOffice of OriginNumber

2. 9. 36a

To SEALING OFFICER,
ALBE-iARLEi.

MY TELEGRAM 13 TH AUGUST SEAL Hi G COMPANY HAS NOU BEEN GRANTED

PERMISSION TO TAKE UP TO 10,000 SEALS IN ALL I)UK IIIG THIS SEASON.

COLONIAL SECRETARY•



r ^ GOVERNMENT TELEGRAPH SERVICE.
FALKLAND ISLANDS AND DEPENDENCIES.

SENT.
Handed in atOffice of Origin Words DateNumber

2. 9. L6,

To
SEALING- OFFICERi

ALBEMARLE •

TELEGRAPH THE NUMBER 0? SEA LIONS AND ELEPHANTS BILLED UP TO
LIST AUGUST AND SEND FURTHER FORTNIGHTLY REPORTS OF THE NUMBER

OF SEA LIONS TAKEN•

COLONIAL SECRETARY.

Time
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------------------------------ •( INCORPORATED BY ROYAL CHARTER IQ5I.)»---------—-----------------

REGISTERED 1902.

AGENTS FOR LLOYDS.

TELEGRAMS "FLEETWING PORTSTAN LEY’v.a RADIO.

49 36,4th September.

Sir,

On behalf of the Falkland & Dependencies

Sealing Co, Ltd, I have the honour to acknowledge 

receipt of your letter Ho„75/35 of September 1st,

and tc thank you for granting permission to take

a further 4,000 seals

It is noted that no more than 10,000 seals

in all will be allowed for this season*

I sun,

Sir,

Your obedient servant,

for Manager*.

The Honourable

The Colonial Secretary 

Stanley*

LK/JT
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Decode.
TELEGRAM.

OB ~~ rrr-T r/gc? iTyag-tiiTnyra^oiaccgm^giBrA-^^riagB

From F. B. Dixon, .. Bealing Off icer,

7$ Colonial Secretary.

75 36. Time : 1130.Despatched: 11th September, 

Received: 12th September, 75 36. 7W. 1015.

Received telegrams of 2nd and 3rd inst Sealing Company 

have to August 31st taken 6280 seal 180 elephants.

F. B. Dixon.

„ /

1
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Decode.
TELEGRAM.

...F.Dixon, Sealing..Officer,

Ccuonial Seore./tary...........................

From

To

loth September, 

16th September,

Despatched : 19 36 • Time: 1G30.

Received : 19 36. Time : 1030.

DOTING FORTNIG-HT ENDED 14TH INST. 1308 SEALS HAVE BEEN
6H'°r
7*iTAKEN.

F. 3. DIXON.

T
a '
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7 ^ h<r~

k. v:

Decode.
TELEGRAM.

From .M. .... jixoi),...3aali.^....o.fli.c.ar,,

To Colonial Jo ere tary.

Despatched : 2^ th j &p t enib er , 

Received : 30 til September,

79 3oo Time: 2100.

19 36 o Time: 1100.

During fortnight ended 23th inst. 1560 seal were tanen.

Sealing ceased 23th inst.

p 3. DIXG1J.



Stanley,

Falkland Islands.

9th October, 1956.

Sir,

I beg to submit, for your information, a report upon the 

activities of the Falkland Islands and Dependencies Sealing

Company, for the season May - September, 1936, inclusive.

The "Port Richard", the only vessel operated by the 

Company during the season, left Stanley on May 3rd, 1936, with 

the schooner "Gwendoline in tow, for Port ALbemarle, calling at 

Pleasant Point en route -where 47 elephants were obtained.

"foilst weather bound at Speedwell Island from the 6th to the

12th of May, a visit was made to Barren Island where a catch

Speedvzell was left onof a fur tier 4 elephants was made.

May 15th but owing to the boisterous weather conditions 

prevailing it -was found necessary to shelter in Fox Bay; the 

vessel arriving at her destination on the following day.

Prom 14th until 19th May was spent in preliminary work about 

the 19th tne blubber obtained on me outward 

Tiie first trip was made to Barren

ITo elephants were

the station on

voyage being tried out.
Island, Sea Lion Island and Bull Point, 

obtained at Barren Island, weather conditions at the Sea Lion
Islands were unfavourable, but a catch of twelve was made at 

Bull Point, the ship returning to Albemarle on May 24th.
^ The second trip was to Driftwood Island where 11 elephants 

were taken, Sea Lion Islands 58, Bull Point 4, and Elephant 
Cays 11, the vessel arriving at the station on the 29th May.
On May 30th 9 elephants were taken from the Arch Islands. Ihe

las t/
The Honourable

The Colonial Secretary, 
STANLEY.



{/Cjf;

2

last voyage May 51st / June 4th was to the district of Lafonia; 

14 elephants were taken from the Triste Islands and 10 from

Driftwood Island, Bull Point and Sea LionMotley islands.

Islands were visited on the return journey out no elephants

One of the chief localities, viz: Las t Sea Lion

not visited during the
were seen.

Island, frequented by these animals was
the unfavourable weather conditions prevailingseason owing to

Tne total catch ofthe ship was in this locality.
ISO from, the places mentioned; they averaged

whenever

elephants was

15T 8f? in length, the oil produced amounting oo 1 carrel per

animal.
obvious that during the latter part of the month ofit is

.lay the animals are migrating, as is shewn in the marked

decrease in numbers seen on visiting the same oeaches as tue

month goes on.
CnElephants were also encountered at Gape Iierecxi hi • 

one occasion a bull being seen wit±i 6 xemales, and on iou±

Yearlings were seen 

The total number of
other occasions pairs were observed.

and
at different times, alone/with herds.

located during the season v/as 284.

trips made for elephants 126 lion seal
elephants

During these

taken from Barren Island.
Lion sealing actually com enced on June 8th and ended on 

September 28th, the catch amounting to 9,086; this figure 

includes 7 leopards.
localities and numbers obtained from each being :

were

The
718Tussac Island 

Big Arch Island 
natural Arch Island 
Sandbay Island 
Cusack Island 
Lagoon
Cape Meredith 
Stephens Bluff 
Tea Island (Beaver)

1,684
517!I 2,585

19
2,018

384
495

40

3,960 •i

Month /
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3

Seal
per barrel.

Lion tli. Production 
40 gall, barrels.

Oaten.

5.May.
June.
July. 
August. 
September.

Ill 22
353
458

4.1,412 
1,797 • 
2,398 
2,363

4.1
4.22
3.7

637
775

2,2759,036

The difference in the above figures amounting to 126 seal, 

is the number of lion seal obtained whilst elephant sealing.

Average number of seal per barrel for season - 3.933. 

During the months of June and July seals were very scarce 

in the vicinity of the station, but upon proceeding to Beaver 

and hie adjacent islands it was found that similar conditions

prevailed.
The natural Arch Island was worked this season for the

About 1/10th of the area - on the 

south-west portion of the island - is frequented by male seal,

Owing to the rough

first time since 1930.

the remainder being breeding rooicery. 

nature of the island gathering is difficult, and many seal

The anchorage is also very unsuitable, and only with 

extremely favourable weather conditions, is the vessel able to

escape.

work this island.
TLie seal obtained from Cape Meredith were driven over to

Tne distance of approx imat-the Lagoon and shipped from there, 

ely lg- miles was covered in about 2§- hours; only one seal

Then given time and driven carefully the 

animals seem to suffer from no ill effects and arrive at 

the Lagoon in quite a fresh condition.

The maximum number of seal observed on any rookery, 

at any time during the season, was approximately 1,800. 

was at Cape Meredith on September 24th; after this date 

migrating commenced, and by September 23th only 180 remained,

the/

died on the way*

This



the majority being on the beach.

After September 19th very few seal were to be seen on

(This does not refer to breedingthe Arch islands.

rookeries.)

Before concluding I would mention that all clauses and

stipulations, as sontained in the conditions laid down with 

the renewal of the licence, were, to the bes b o~ my £nowledge
undue waste at any time or placeThere was noadhered to.

during the season, but izie residue from the digesters, ao 

present dumped, could doubtless oe utilised, i-L the Company 

possessed a fertiliser plant.

I am,

Sir,

Your obedient servant,

7^ /3 ,

Sealing Officer.
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In accordance with instructions

bile following weekly return for the season is

received from Mr. J. 11 •v
liarailton, 

enclosed

Oil production
in barrels.

Lion Seal <>

22111--ay
5'eek ending June 7th 15

114459Tf 14-thrr ::

87351rt 21stifit

1124-42” 28 thJTtf

71273July 5 th:? u

140521« 12 thrtVf

55259” 19tilif

101457•* 26thi?

104447Aug. 2ndrrtr

1575879 th;???sr

135777" 15 thiftf

223SC3I? 23rdTfT?

115501,r 31stifTf

102538Sept .7thitif

253920« 14thf*r

230323" 21stff»?

190757« 28 th?rTT

2,2759,035
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75/35.

14th October, 36.

Sir,

I am directed by the Governor to acknowledge the 

receipt or your report on the sealing operations of the 

Falkland Islands and Dependencies sealing Company during 

the season May-September, 1936.

I am to convey Ills Excellency’s thanks for 

your well written report which he has read with interest.

2.

I ara,

sir,

Your obedient servant,

Aoting Colonial Secretary*

F* B* Dixon,
STANLEY*

Mr*



75/35. MINUTE.No.
■ It is requested 

that, in any refer­
ence to this minute, 
the above Number 
and the date may 
be quoted.)

14th October, 19 36.

J. Ei Hamilton, Es<j.fTo
From

Government Naturalist,
THE COLONIAL SECRETARY,

STANLEY
Stanley, Falkland Islands.

I am. directed by the Governor to transmit for your information 

and return, a copy of a report by the Sealing Officer, Mr. P. B. 

Dixon, on the operations of the Pallcland Islands and Depondenoies 

Sealing Company during the season May-Sept ember, 1955 •
h

Acting Colonial Secretary.
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October 2Sth 19360

The Falkland & Dependencies Sealing; Co,Ltd.
Shedule of Seal Hunting. 1936 Season,

Elephant Seal .
NumberoLocality. 

Pleasant Roads 414th o 
5th. 
8$h. 

23rd o 
26th. 
27 th.

May.
6do.

Barren Island 
Bull Point 
Driftwood 
Sea Lion Isld. 

do.
Bull Point 
Elephant Cays 
Arch Islands

3
12
II
54

428"
428
II29

730
153Total.

Seal Lions.
30Barren Island8th.May.
81do.do.21st.
IllTotal.

153 barrelsOil produced from Elephants 

Oil produced from Seal Lions
Total.

do.22

175
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Elephant Seal, 

June o Locality 
Triste Island 
Motely Iside 
Barren Isld. 
Arch Isld. 

do. do.

Humber.
1st« 
2nd. 
4th. 

10th o 
14 th o

14
10
I
I
I

Total 27

Seal Lions.

June. 4th.
8th o 
9th o

Barren Isld
Sand Bay Isld. No 2.
Arch Isld. No.3

15
130
S3

10 3 29? jII I 103/ /No.2 (72) No.3 (32) 
No.2

Ten shilling Isld

14 104
16 21

8517
18 18>■ ? 1919 Cusacks Isld.

No.3 Arch
No.3 Arch
No.2 Sand Bay
No. 2
No. I
No. 2
No. 3
Ten shilling Isld 
No. 3

15820
5021

10622
9524
3725
7626

12827 no29
3530

1412Total.

27 barrelsOil produced from Elephants 

Oil produced from Seal Lions 353 do•

380Total.



3
Seal Lions,

July o Locality 
Arch Isldo 3 

No ,2

Number.
1st.
3rd o 
6th o

90
43

4 129
7 o 3 106
80 Ten shilling Bay 

Ten shilling Bay 
Arch Isld No.2

76
9 o 70

10 c 39
He 4 o 90
12 o 3 e II
14 o 4. 79
15. Lcigoon

Ten shilling Bay 
No.4 (42) No.I (35)

74
16. 8
17 o 77
I8o 2. 31
20. 3 o 66
22. Tea. Island

Ten Shilling Isld
Ten shilling Isld.

40
22. 27
23. 29
24, 2. 110
25.
26.

89I.
963.

10727. 2.
I.28. 45

10929. 4.
5930. 2.
5531. Lagoon

Ten shilling Bay 

Total.

4231.
1797

438 Barrels.Oil produced

A



/?;

Seal Lions.

Augu st o Locality. Humber.

30Ten shilling Bay 
Arch Isld Ho.2.

1st. 
4.4nn o

6th o
178
1093.

5637 o
2192.80
1252 o9 o

97I.10.
245LagoonII.

963,12 o
1682.13.
103I.14.

684.15.
17.
18.

161Lagoon
462.
943.19.

1962.20.
1152.21 a 1023.22. 189Lagoon

Lagoon
23.

1282§. 572.28. 217Lagoon30.
99I.31.

—8898—
2898Total

687 barrels.Oil produced
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Seal LionSo

NumberoLocalitySeptembero
5 (Leopards)Kookery (West Arm) 

Arch 
Lagoon 
Lagoon 
Lagoon

1st®
3rd®
&bd.

2SNo • 2«
88

1234 o
1437,
243No. 2®8o
1193.9 o

612.10. 1443 •II. 1132.13.
240Lagoon14.
105I.16. 135Lagoon17. 882 o18.

703.19. 244Lagoon 
Lagoon

20 18121. 582.22.
93Lagoon

Lagoon
Lagoon
Lagoon
Lagoon

22. 26523. 10624. 15626. 5928.
2868Total.

775 barrels.Oil produced



Summary of Season 1936T

May o NOoOf Elephants Oil producedSeal Lions

153 175III
June o 27 3801412

July • 1797 438
Aug. 2898 687

2868Septr. 775

ISO 9086 2455 Barrels.



t The Falkland & Dependencies Sealing Co., Ltd.

Kelvin House,
Stanley, 3rd November 1936

Sir,
I have the honour to forward herewith report on the 

Seal Hunting operations carried on between the dates of 
May 3rd and September 30th, 1936.

The expedition sailed from Stanley on 3rd May, 
after calling at Plefeant Roads, Speedwell Island and 
Fox Bay, it arrived at Albemarle on the 15th May.

The taking of Elephant Seals actually commenced 
the 4th May at Peasant Point , it being the intention to 
take Elephant Seals from different localities on the 
way to Albemarle.
snow storm intervening the expedition was weather bound 
for about a week, and it was not possible to reach 
Albemarle (shore station and try works) until the 15th.

Due to this delay the seals taken en route produced 
oil that was somewhat dark in colour, but there was 
practically no waste.

The company’s drifter S.S. "Port Richard” 
sailed for Sea Lion Islands, but found weather conditions 
too rough to work on those beaches. It then proceeded 
to Bull Point, Barren Island, etc. and when it eventually 
was able to get to the Sea Lion Islands it was learnt 
from the shepherd living there that Elephant Seals had 
been hauled up on those beaches in large quantities 
the greater portion had since taken to the water 
many gone away altogether.

The actual.dates, localities and numbers of Elephant 
Seals and Sea Lions taken are shewn in detail on the' 
attached schedules.

It will be seen that during the month of May only 
a small number of seals were actually taken. During 
June and July Sea Lion Seals still continued to be rather 
scarce, but those taken were found to be in good condition.

I attribute the rather small quantities of seals 
available during June and July to the fact that the 
weather was relatively mild, and it was most noticeable 
tnat as soon as the 'weather became 
tne Sea Lion Seals left the water 
land o

and
/

on

Due to very rough weather and a

then

but
and

more rough and wintry 
and hauled up on the

-.n mid-July seals were very scarce on the Arch Islands 
and it was decided to make a trip to Beaver and adjacent 5 
islands, where so far the seals had not been molested 
On arriving at these islands it 
seals were not hauled 
usual numbers.

was also found that the 
up on the land in anything like the 

This would confirm the opinion T have 
formed tnat sealing operations have neither 
stock of available seal or driven them 
usual haunts

depleted the 
sway from their

but that dates,and numbers that hauled 
2® °n *2? land> were governed by weather conditions 
puling line or mild weather they seem to spend more kirns 
m the water. During rough weather and snow s^rV 
seem to prefer hauling up on the land andTlvT? + 
sea for short intervals for feeding. ’ ly S lnto

they



2 o

seal3 were leaving their hauling
ft m! t0 the water in larger quantities,
-t wao decided to close down the station.

hovDIni8li/°u t0ns 0f Seal 011 was Produced. 250 tons
Sn^i^ready-b8e^ s£ipped t0 Glasgow. The remainder 
Siioald oe snipped about 21st November.

. In order to meet an enquiry from London.
shipment of yea Lion hiues were salted and

shipped in August. Up to the present no information 
has-been received as to the value obtainable for such

a small

. Jllens's- "f°rt Richard-' and all hands arrived back m otanley on uhe 2nd October.

It has been decided not to leave 
Albemarle for the present off a caretaker at

season.

0il> anounted to ............. £ 2055.12.5
All of tms money has been paid to local peoole "with 
tne exception of £142.14.3 which was raid Vo the 
x-orwegian engineer who was obtained from South Georgia
1% "Srf^VV0 ftSnd t0 the engines of Xe &i 

* °rt iUchard" and other machinery.
The actual wages and bonus 

during the season , paid to each man employed
5 months wages o £7.- plus £1.-victualling £40 - 
Bonus on 2454 drums of oil at 2d. ’ 20.‘ 9

Total

were:-

£60. 9

c^ S?£%t2S S sr£nJ- 3^swzv/j^r^ zi °r
entually takes the oil production to Montevideo.

arisff
srr «

Ilsit °f His__BxcellgnoZ the Governor.by a°visit o?V|i^Tl^i~TSTT°F^r'Alber'lar;La 

He was accoSpaniek b^TVVTf^ W- 
of the Board of Directors of the'WXV 3s<l* >

His Excellency the GovpW 6 ComPail-y.
inspection and was keenly intere-^ed i* thofou^h tour of 
operations - such, as boiling do™ Wf,ohinH the
ana finally running off ihTou ? ** Seals

was honoured
G.M.G.

Chairman

variouscarcasses 
the ^i^gesters*



5.

His Excellency the Governor talked freely 
v/ith the workmen and inspected their various 
living quarters, and also enquired from them 
whether they had ’any complaints’, 
that no complaints were formulated.

Official Visit by the Senior Medical Officer.
It was very gratifying to have an official visit 

paid to the station by the Senior Medical Officer, 
the Hon. R.L.Cheverton, M.D. etc. 
inspection of all living quarters, both ashore and 
afloat, water supply, stores, sanitation etc. 
men’s cook house was visited a second time while the 
men were actually having their midday meal.

This officer suggested several improvements to 
the ventilation in the cook house, and these altera­
tions have already been carried out. (Date 3rd July).

We understand

He made a complete

The

Official Visit by the Government Naturalist.
Mr. J. E. Hamilton visited the station from the

At this time the station25th to 29th September, 
was working full time, with both day and night shifts.

Several suggestions made by Mr. Hamilton with 
a view to determining how long the carcasses should 
be boiled in order to get the most oil, were carried 
out under his supervision.

All other suggestions made by Mr. Hamilton were 
promptly complied with.

In General.
As in previous years only local labour has been 

employed v/ith the exception of one Norwegian National 
as an Engineer, it not being possible to obtain 
a suitable engineer locally.

All the ’local’ employees were British subjects 
with the exception of one, Fuhlendorff, who is a very 
old resident of the Falklands.

On the whole the season may be looked upon as a 
successful one, although it cannot be determined whether 
it will prove to be a profitable one to the finances of 
the Sealing Company until the balance of the oil is 
actually sold and the accounts for freigits , brokerage 
and other expenses come through.

Future Sealing Operations.
At the moment it is proposed to re^eommence 

Seal Hunting about 15th November , provided reports 
come in regarding suitable quantities of Elephant Seals 
being available. If reports do come in to the effect 
that Elephant Seals are to be had in sufficient numbers 
efforts will be made to obtain a suitable crew, 
although some difficulties are foreseen because 13 
of those previously employed at Albermarle have 
to South Georgia and 9 others have either

O

gone
resumed their

permanent employment on farms or else taken temporary 
seasonal employment on farms. " J

I have the honour to be, Sir
Your obedient servant

for and on behalf of the Falkland &
Sealing Co.,Dependencies 

Ltd.The Hon.
The Colonial Secretary 

Stanley.



From His Excellency the Governor

to the Honourable the Colonial Secretary.
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75/35• MINUTE.No.
(It is requested 

that, in any refer­
ence to this minute, 
the above Number 
and the date may 
be quoted.)

5th November

To J* E. Hamilton, Esq.,
From

Government Natural1st,
THE COLONIAL SECRETARY

STANLEY.

Stanley, Falkland Islands.

I am direoted by the Governor to transmit the report, which 

has been reoeived from the Falkland Islands and Dependencies Sealing 

Company, on the operations carried out by them between 3rd May and 

30th September, 1936, and to request that you will furnish jour 

comments on it and make any suggestion you may have for the future 

conduct of operations where improvements can be effected.

rihe report should be returned with your reply.2.

m
■f

Acting colonial Secretary. i



75/35.

5tii November, 36.

sir,
I am directed by the Governor to acknowledge and to 

thank you for the report which has been received on the 

operations of your Company during the period 3rd May to 

30th September, 1956.

I am,

Sir.

Tour obedient servant,

UP

Acting Colonial Secretary.

Oaptain D. H. Watson, 
Secretary,

Falkland Islands and
Dependencies Sealing Company, 

STANLEY.

A
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oimATTn-J^r.v A^5EPQ^T BY MR* J‘ E‘ HAMILTON ON THE SKAT.TWO- 
S'UMPANT.1,-----~ ■^5E FALKLA^P ISLANDS AMD DEPEHDENCIES fSTCAT.TWrt

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . • • • • • • •

2. There Is an 

into the boilers 

clean before being cooked, 
earth over which

unnecessary amount of dirt introduced 

on the carcasses; they should be washed 

There was a patoh of bare
some of the seal had to be drawn aM the

manager said we would cover this up and try to improve 

He told me that he had reoeived athe cleanliness, 

letter from Mr. 

deep colour of the oil might be 

When the earth

Geddes who suggested that the unduly
due to blood.

was covered up it was only with loose
no nails*

Ety suggestion had been advanced 

but the water supply was becoming so low that only 

oould seals be washed.

sheets of iron since the station had The
jetty was cleaned after

once

3. The method of oooking oould be improved. The
seal are brought in already gutted and before 

in the boilers the front flippers 

with the shoulders and long pieces of

they are put
are out off together

the flanks.
carcass is thus divided into three pieces which

Eaoh
are all

cooked for the same length of time* It is obvious that 

the thicker 

An examination of

the thinner pieces will be cooked long before 

parts - particularly the head and neck.

the scrap from the boilers provides ample evidence 

this is so•
that

It is a common occurrence to find large lumps 

with the skin and hair still adhering and oil can be seen
to be still present when these masses are out open.

Bie decision as to whether- the boilers have been4.

steamed/

I

------ -
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steamed long enough appears to lie with any one of several 
persons; I am unable to state what length of time is given 

but suspect that there is no rigid adherenoe to a standard* 

Pieces of seal which come to rest against the 

doors are not cooked since the steam cannot heat these 

pieces properly*

5.

6. The water supply is inadequate and there is no 

means by T&ioh sea water can be pumped up and used for 

washing carcasses etc* 

water supply by building another dam*

I consider that the efficiency of this business

There is talk of increasing the

7.

would be increased
1. by washing the carcasses clean 

2* a by cutting the thicker parts open 

or perhaps better by b^ using separate boilers for them 

which would necessitate outting the carcass into a greater 

number of pieces.

by putting metal screens inside the 

doors to keep the materials away from them and renewing the 

dividing plates in the boilers where necessary.
by standardising the length of time 

for which steam is allowed to pass into the boilers; it 

would require some experiment to ascertain the correct 

period.

3.

4.

Some means of testing the quality of the oil 
should be used: I believe that a simple method exists.

by employing two men only for the 

actual cooking and ensuring that they become trained to 

the work.

5.

Fuel would be economised and cooking be more 

efficient if the boilers were lagged; the whalers always
The general equipment of the station

8.

have this done.
appears to be oapable of improvement.

V

. . .• . • • . .• . • . • • • . . • . • • . . • • • . • •
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Hon.Col.Secretary. are
In the attached, note^set out the results of my visits 

to Albemarle with suggestions which should lead to an in­
creased production of oil. There is therefore little 

left to unite with reference to Mr .Watson’s report.
I have however numbered three paragraphs in pen­

cil and offer comments on them.
2.

Red 203(1) It is my opinion that the company would 

find it advantageous to begin working flm March 1 since in 

1930 for example elephant seals were raken in some numbers 

in ’larch and April.
Red 201$2) The experiments were inconclusive. They

should be carried out for several weeks at the beginning 

of the season so that the most profitable method could be
adopted. I would refer to para 7 of my note.

I consider that it would be wiser for an official 

the company to inspect the better known hauling grounds 

nor elephants rather than to wait for reports, 

see how reports from the Sea Lion Islands ar 

reach Stanley.

' * •

of

I do not
likely to

■ id-**
J (o
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Hon.C 1.Secreta ry.
I hep: to submit a short note of my observations 

on the scalin'"- station at Albemarle which I visited on 

two occasions in .September, 
one clay,the noth..,and the second extended from the 26th 

to the 29th.

The first visit was for

O There is an unnecessary amount of dirt i troduced 

into the boilers on the careas es;they should be washed
There was a patch of bare 

earfcfvover which ikn some of the seel had to be drawn 

and the .nan aver said he woul 
improve th do; nliness.

• •

clean before being cooked.

cover this up and try to 

He told me that he had re­
ceived a let er from r.Heines who sur ested that the 

unduly deep colour- of the oil might be due to blood.
hen the earth was covered up it was only with loose 

she: ts of iron since the station had ho nails, 

jetty was cleaned after my sw-estion had been advanced 

but thwe water supnly was becoming so low that only once 

could seals be washed.

a

The

die method of co kin^ could be improved.3. The
seal are brought in already <mt-ted and before they arc put 

in the boilers the front flip era are cut off together 

. ith the shoulders and x loner pieces of the flanks. Hach 

carcass is thus divided into three nieces.which are all J

co iked for the same 1anyth of time. It is obvious that 

the thinner pieces will be cooked long before the thicker 

parts-narticularly the head and neck, 

the scrap from the boilers provides ample evidence that
It is a common pccurence to find large lumps 

with the skin ancl hair still adhering and oil con 

seen to be still present ..hen these masses are cut open.

die decision as t^whettier the boilers have been 

stenjaed Ion" enough a pour to lie with any one of several

An examination of

this is so.
i be

4.
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persons; I am unable to state ..hat length of time is riven 

but suspect that there is no rip-id adherence to a standard.
Pieces of seal which come to rest aprainst the 

doors are not cooked since the steam 

pieces properly.

5.
can ;01 heat these

6. rhe water supply is inadequate and there is no
means by which sea water can be pumped un and used fo:
washing carcasses etc. there is talk of increasing the water supply by building another dam.

I consider teat the efficiency of thi business
would bo increased l.by washing the carcasses clean

P..& by cutting the thicker parts open
or perhaps better by b usin'- separate boilers for them
which would necessitate cuttinr the care a s into a greater-
number of pieces.

7.

3. by nutting metal screens inside the
doors to keep the materials away from them and renewin'- th 
dividing plates in the boilers where necessary.

4. by standardisin'" the length of time
for which steam is allowed to pas.; into th boilers;it 

would require some experiment to ascertain the correct 

Some means of testier- the quality of the oil 

should be used:I believe that a simple method exists.
5. by employing two men only for the 

actual cooking and ensuring that they become trained to 

the work.

period.

8. Fuel would be econo used and cooking be more 

efficient if the boilers were lagged;the whalers ksxKXXi
The general equipment of the itatioralways have this done, 

appeals to be capable of improvement.
£ ft ---rf- .. _
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75/55 -

11th IJovember , 36.

Sir,

I am directed by the Governor to transmit for your 

information and guidance extracts from a report on the 

sealing operations of your Company submitted by Mr. J. E. 

ij'arnil ton, Covernme nt Natural is t •

I am to add that there vjculd be no objection to ^ 

your company commencing operations on the 15th November.
Z.

I am,

Sir,

Your obedient servant,

Acting Colonial Secretary.

Captain D* R« Watson, 
Secretary,

Falkland Islands anddependencies Sealing Company, 
STAKLEY •

1
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f,
The Falkland & Dependencies Sealing CoTL’td. * •

Kelvin House,
Stanley

ISth November, 1936,
5

Sir
I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter 

Noo75/35 dated Ilth November 1936 and to thank you 

for the report on Sealing operations as submitted
?

by Mr «J 0E.Hamilton0

2 „ I am to thank you for permission to commence 

sealing operations from the I5th November, but regret 

to inform you that at the present we are unable to 

get a suitable crew to carry on with the work.

I have the honour, 

to be,

Sir,

Yours obediently,
for and on behalf of the Directors,

ds— <&■*-~



3 Ip jl'all'LtUi^ Jlglimfr# (Hump mtg, Ermthh.
------------------------------ •( INCORPORATED BY ROYAL CHARTER 18 51.)*-------------------------------

REGISTERED 1902.

AGENTS FOR LLOYDS

TELEGRAMS "FLEETWING PORTSTAN LEY RADIO.

-/37*3rd .March.*

Sir,

The reconstruction of the Falkland Islands & Dependencies 
Sealing Co* Ltd has been under consideration for some time pact 
and providing that a license for a period of years, to seal in 
and around the Colony? could be obtained# it is thought that 
this would then be possible*

The term of years suggested is between seven and ten and, 
oroviding that a ten year license could be secured, it would 
be possible to raise such additional capital as may be required*

It i3 further suggested that a license to kill whales for 
a like period also be issued with a proviso that should it not 
be- made use of within three years from date of issue, it should 
be void*

Providing that a license for a term of years is obtainable, 
my Company v/ould be prepared to take an active part in the 
management of the reconstructed Company*

I therefore beg to request that you will kindly advise me 
if Government would be prepared to issue a license to Seal and 
7/hale for a term of years? preferably ten? to a reconstructed 
Company, and if so on what conditions*

I am,
Sir,

Yo ur obedient s ervant,

l (/V\ev- 7
Manager*

The Honourable
The Colonial Secretary 

Stanley*

LY/JT.



Z/\'
\r Colonial Secretary’s Office,

Stanley, Falkland Islands,
(It is requested 

that, in any refer­
ence to this letter, 
the above Number 
and the date may be 
quoted.)

19..:/)

i;

Sir,

c__ _I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your
J ^ •7 /'i/'—'PCdated

/V

19.. v

__' vi ^7
M

i
Your obedient servant.

ft
^gdQ_f-l C, Crg.ifyis-Haif^.H /

/

Colonial Secretary.
//
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75/33*

l6tli lurch, 31.

Sir,

In continuation of my letter, ITo* 75/35 of the 

6tli of Harsh, 1937» I sin directed to inform you that 

on the lUth of July, 1936, the Governor informed the 

Directors of the Falkland Islands and Dependencies 

Sealing company, that His Excellency would he prepared 

to seek the approval of the Secretary of State to the . 
grant of a monoply for seven years to a reconstructed 

Company for sealing and whaling in Falkland Island waters 

and the offer remains open*
I am to say that the conditions of such a licence 

would he the same in substance as those now imposed in
2.

respect of sealing and whaling licences*
I am to add that it is the desire the Govern-3.

ment to assist the industry hut the Government must he 

satisfied that adequate capital, skilled personnel and 

plant v/ill become available to enable sealing and 

whaling to he carried cut in an efficient manner*

I am,
Sir,

Your obedient servant,

Colonial Secretary.

i:
COMPANY, LIMITED, 

STANLEY*
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(i lrt> iff'alfel tntx> Jl&lcmfrg flLrmcpmtp, ITtmth xV.ft

i
•(INCORPORATED BY ROYAL CHARTER 18 51.)°

AGENTS FOR LLOYOS.

TELEGRAMS "FLEETWING PO RTSTA N LEYRADIO.

Sir,

With reference to your letter Ho 75/35 dated 

16th March 1937, re the granting of a monopoly for 

seven years to a recontructed company for Sealing 

and Whaling in Falkland Islands waters, I beg to 

enquire as to what restrictions would be laid down 

as to the number of seals or whales killed, seasons

etc. etc.

I am,

Sir,

obedient servant,You7AAMs
• ’Manager*.

The Honourable

The Colonial Secretary

Stanley*

LY/JT



✓

75/35.

5th April, 37 •

Gir,
ith reference to your letter dated the 6th 

instant, on the subject of a monopoly for 7 years 

to a reconstructed Oormxuiy for Sealing and haling 

in the Falkland Islands, I an directed by the 

Governor to transmit for your information the 

attached copies of Sealing and haling Licences# 

Attached to the Sealing Licence will be found the 

usual conditions under which a licence is granted#
In the case of .haling there are no special conditions 

attaching to the licence but fishing raay only be 

carried out in conformity with the lav; ahd regulations
made thereunder#

In this connection I an to refer you to 

paragraph 2 of my letter of the 16th Larch, 1937> 

and to add that apart from the possibility of 

restricting the number of sea-elephants in the 

interests of the industry the only other natter for 

reconsideration would be an alteration in the season 

for killing whales to suit local conditions#

2.

3-/

The Manager,
Falkland Xela&ds Company, Limited, 

3TAULEY.



2 -

3» I am to make it clear that the sole interest 

of the Government is the permanency and success of the 

industry of Sealing and haling in the Falkland Islands*
I am,

Sir,

Your ohedio3it servant,

Colon!cl Sceretary•

A.



r

u
Excerpt from letter addressed to the Colonial 
Secretary hy the lion. L. W. II. Young, 17/5/37*

• o • • • • • • o • • • • • •9 9 9 9 9 9 9 9 9 9 9

Whilst on matters of sealing, I would like to

refer to the reorganisation of the Sealing Co. I

believe that additional Capital can he raised

providing that a licence to whale and seal for

seven years has been granted. Would it not

be possible for Government to grant this now and 

include a proviso that if the Company had not been 

reorganised with one year from date of issue, then

it became null and void.

To attract Capital, it is most necessary that

the licence has been first secured..

• «• •. • . • • ... • • e • • •... • • .
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Decode.
TELEGRAM.

From Ei.s Excellency tiae Governor,

Secretary of State for the Colonies.To

18th May, 19 37 . Time :Despatched : • • •

•19 Time :Received . • • • . • • » • • • •• • • • • • ...

No. 43. With reference to my despatch No. 106 of the

17th July, 1936, Sealing Company have applied for a

licence to take 10,000 hair seal during 1937. I have

authorised the issue of a licence for that number in
I'anticipation of your sanction.

GOVERNOR.
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Decode.
TELEGRAM.

From Secretary of State for the Colonies,

His Excellency the Governor,To

Despatched : 25 th May > 

2 6th May,

19 37. 1944.Time :

19 37 . Time : 1030 .Received :

Your telegram No. 42 I approve of the issueNo. 58.

of licence to take 10,000 hair seals during 1937.

3. of S.
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S C H £ D U L E.

CONDITIONS OF LICENCE.

That a fee of 033. 6s. 8d. is paid on tlie issue of the 
licence•

That the usual duty on the export of Seal Oil is paid.
That the licence is valid in respect of the Falkland 
Islands, to the exclusion of the Dependencies thereof, 
and shall commence on the 1st June, 1937, and terminate 
on the 51st October, 1957.

4

That the taking of hatfr seals shall be restricted to the 
period 1st June to the 31st October, 1037.

That the number of hair seals killed is not to exceed 
10,000.

That at least 10$ of the adult male seals are left at 
each rookery.

liiat no pups or females are killed, ana that no immature 
or un&er-sised seals are killed.

That tlie seals are killed in a humane manner and with as 
little disturbance as possible, and are not to be driven 
Ions distances.

That the whole carcase of every seal killed is utilised as 
far as possible for the extraction of oil and that there 
is no undue waste.

That full returns shall be made, monthly, annually and as 
otherwise required shewing the number of seals killed, 
the localities from which taken, and the amount of oil 
produced, and such other information as may be required.

That all operations conducted under this licence shall be 
subject to the supervision of a sealing officer appointed 
by the Governor who shall be maintained totally and 
permanently on board the vessel or vessels employed by 
the licencees without cost whatever to the Government.

That no trespass is committed on private land There seal 
rookeries are situated other than is strictly neoessary 
for the purpose of killing or trying out seals.

Slat this licence is not transferable.

That the company must employ local labour.

That the licence is subject to cancellation or modification 
at any time on commission of any breach thereof or without 
cause assigned.

1.

2.

5.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

A• L, { i; i. »■Ljl clAavW, t o
1a
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COLONY OF THE FALKLAND ISLANDS.

SEALI1C LICENCE.

Tile Seal Fisher:/ (Consolidation) Ordinance, 1921.

Colonial Secretary’s Office, 

Stanley, Falkland Islands, 

1st Apoil, 1957.

Under the provisions of section 5 of tlie Seal 

Fishery (consolidation) Ordinance, 1921, a Licence 

is hereby granted to

THE FALKLAND ISLANDS AND DEPENDENCIES 
SEALING COMPANY, LIMITED,

to take seals of the species knonn as hair-seals in 

the colony of the Falkland Islands, subject to the 

toms and conditions specified in the Schedule annexed 

hereto and during the period therein prescribed up to 

the 51st of October, 1937.

for Colonial Secretary.

■■

t
J



r
»

75/35.

23th hay, 57 .

sir,
I an directed to forward herowith a licence 

to take "hail* seals ' granted to your Company and 

to request that you will ho good enough to pay 

the required foe of s33. os. 8d. to tiic colonial

Treasury.

I an to add that the taking of elephant 
seals is not permitted under the licence.

2.

I am,

sir,

Your obedient servant,

for Colonial secretary.

Captain D. R. Watson,
Seoretary,

Falkland Islands and
Dependencies Sealing Company, 

STANLEY.

1



/£,

LJ lM^ ih.6 \f. ‘ ^£~4Ls£i^^/* (J^r-%*«-^ As+%,

^.tnW /"2-£ oP^o^ <^74^0 ^-ff-xj, /4L.

^ -4—

/— f.
t-e-U-X7 ^ /-ZJ

/ ^

£ Cs*-aS4, k ^1—J
4

L±s£^^- e <f_

e
S C-

r
£ C CL'O-v—^vf/'

/^£^V-C (&s*s£n

if L^&^/C l£a & t-<-

fU,

T/t*. //^r y. 'Iy^e/hff oA cr-z-^-l^-iL'^ Ai <2- iS^V- £//t-

d' I!^--*-4- t-/

4A^<jO-si-Lf

/





r
75/35*

37*2nd Junef

Sir,
I am directed 1rj the Acting Governor to 

aeloiowledge the receipt of your letter dated the 

28th of hay, 1937> and to state that Ills Excellency 

agrees with the views of the League that Camp 

hands from Stations should not he engaged by the 

Falkland Islands and Dependencies Sealing Company, 
Limited, hut that unemployed men from Stanlejr 

should he employed for sealing work*
I am to add that the matter has been2#

brought to the notice of the Sealing Company with 

the request that the Company should employ 

unemployed men from Stanley.
i am,

Sir,
Your obedient servant,

for Colonial Secretary*

hr. .• J. UcAtasney,
Honorary Secretary,

Falkland Islands Reform League, 
STAMjEY.
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75/35.

2nd 37.une 9

Sin,
I am directed by the Acting Governor to 

transmit the accompanying copy of a letter from 

the Fallcland Islands Ileform League.
I a i to say that His Excellency trusts 

that your Company will employ unemployed men 

from Stanley and not Gamp hands from Stations 

since it is understood that certain Stations are 

in need of men with Gamp experience.
I am*

2.

Sir*
Your obedient servant.

for Colonial Secretary.

Secretary*
Falkland Islands and Dependencies 

Sealing Company, Limited,
OTAULEY.
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75/35.

7th June, 37.

Gin,

I have the honour to inform you that Ills Excellency 

the Acting Governor* has been pleased to appoint you to be 

Sealing Officer for the purpose of accompanying the 

Sealing Expedition of the Falkland Islands and Dependencies 

Sealing Company, Limited, which will operate in the 

Falkland Islands during the period 1st June to the 31st 
October, 1937.

I have to transmit for your information and 

guidance the accompanying copy of the conditions on which 

the licence has been issued, and to add that it will be 

your duty to supervise the operations and see to it that 

the conditions of the licence are duly observed.
You are required to keep a diary in which you 

will record daily the number of hair-seals killed, the 

localities from which taken, and the quantity of oil 
You are required also to make careful 

observations of the rookeries with a view to reporting 

on the estimated number of hair-seals thereon and of

2.

produced.

furnishing such other information as may be of value to
the Government.

4. The Company has been authorised to take 10,000
hair seal.i Mr. G-. Brechin,

STAHLKY.
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5. I am to add that you will ho paid wages at the 

rate oi* 9s/- per day with free messing*

I am,
Dir,

Your obedient servant,

for Colonial Secretary#

.



MINUTE.
(It is requested 

that, in any refer­
ence to this minute, 
the above Number 
and the date may 
bn quoted).

To

Stanley, Falkland Islands.

i



17th June, 37.

Sir,
I am directed to inform you with regard to 

the conditions of the liceiice issued to the
Falkland Islands and Dependencies Sealing Company
that the term Hair Seal applies in this instance
to Liafli Goals only and does not include Leopard
or elephant Seals*

I am,
:ir,

Your obedient servant,

for Colonial Secretary#

G. Brechin, 
Sealing Officer, 

ST/iBLBY.
Mr#

I

i


