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You will see from p. 108 on the attached file D/28/U7
that pierce- utler is apparently proposing to apply for a
sealing concession in the Falklands and Dependencies on
hehaIf of pesca.

The present position is therefore that we have two
concerns considering sealing operations in these waters :-

1) Argentina de -'esca.

On 2nd. De cember, 195U/ you informed Pierce-Butler,
in reply to an approach he made to you on the question oi
an exclusive sealin licence in the Falklands and Depen­
dencies, that so far as you were aware no other exclusive
licence or option- had so far been actually issued to any
other Company, ana if the Co.pania .Argentina ae Pesca
wanted such a licence, it should put forward proposals
without delay.

2) Pa Ivesens

Consequently ana so far as I am aware we are; committed
to neither, morally or on pa^ er. .-.ssuming however that
SalvesenS are seriously considering the project - there
appears to be no aoubt whatsoever that we would prefer a
sealing project under alvesen to one operated by -yan.
The reasons are probably obvious but it is perhaps worth
listing the principal factors as I see them -

(i) Salvesens is a British registered Co oany.
■Salvesen himseli is an able ana, I imagine.
influential man. '■ ’he more British capital
ana financial influence we can get invested in
T. • J • ■ . 1 ■ .. . 0Qp
political and economic links with the U.K. b( ;

imp] a re c

(ii) There would, in -’alvesens case., be no international
com- lications anc a success!<1 project ..ould not
only improve our financial position but it wouIg
• robably result in an improvement in our communications
with oath -eorpia, with the m.ainlana ana internally -
without international complications.

(1 n the 01 he r ha no.: -

I ilin project a inisterf b i
circumstances would inevitably lean to inter­
national problems and difficulties -di
that might be enhanced ii they operate also in
Dependencies waters. >0 long as <y Jed
to Feronista pressure ana manipulation it seems
likely to me that it will in the ena make very
little difference where the s.olin- concern is

.registered. Certainly a new company would be
preferable to a subsidiary oi J-csca - but eve i
the-, there would probably oe political and
economic implications.

In arguin- along these lines, however, I am. aasr linp
that -pyan is not conternplatin abandonin- the .-.r ratine
since it appears that financially he if committed to the
hilt in tne .pc pentine - even though Fesca’s financial
position has improved. On this quest! > ‘egi »ati
yot -■ : t ■ ,'hen th uestio ) ■- is1 ■'
1 sea i th( »os i 1 ’ore i ic
7"17 ; , ch registrat i > j h ; ■-
(0. /.i.j on d/23/1i7 refers).



.assuming then that, both companies are seriously
int sted, m< be* rii in i ■ th da ■ >f falling
between two stools, it seems to me that we shall in
any event, and before any final decision is ta.cen with
re. yarn to the grant oi a scaling licence, have to:-

(i1 Consult executive Council
(ii) Consult the Secretary of State

(iii) If pesca is involves - <norei n Office and the
B. A. Embassy would have to be brought into
the picture.

If you agree that it would be preferable to have
Salvesens - 
then I sup - est that we take the following line with
yierce-B'-t ler- -

(i) There is another concern interested in a sealing
licence in these waters, but we are at present
under no commit, ent.

(ii) Before a final decision were made - Executive
Council ano the Secretary of itate would have
to be consulted (irrespective as to who the
applicant was).

(iiP\ / Before such consultations took place, it would
be for the company to put up detailed pro­
posals and full information on the project for
Government’s consideration.

(iv) /e are ready
information
to land and
on which he
Government.

to jive Pierce-Butler the relevant
regarding the law, licences, access
taxation (see ..iue ‘emoire attached)
could case an oixicial approach to

(v) ,/e are not at the moment in a position to give a
lirrn date by which a decision could be expected,
assuming that proposals were submitted.

If } ierce-Butler gives us the impression that lyan will
still be interested, we should I think:-

(a) advise Colonial Office uemi-officially as to what
is in the wind.

(b) write to falvesen 

inally. I assume Y. . will be prepared to see Pierce-
Butler.

(IntId) A.G. D.T.
29/U/55

Thank you.

I111 see him 11 a.jn. '.qnetay,

Pl. tell P.a.

(IntId) 0.2. A.

jO/U/5b



AIDE IvIEMOIRE

Original
apoll cat io

Taxation.

Rights of
Entry for
Sealing
Purposes.

Bjelland's Application for sealing Rights in
the Falkland Islands and Dependencies excluding
S o u th Georgia. (References are to file 1'6073•

made
The application was submitted in November, 1953,
the following points:-

(1) Sealing operations would be conducted from floating­
factory with motor boats and seal carcasses would
be utilised in their entirety.

(2) Operations would be conducted in strict conformity
with the sealing regulations and within zones
as defined by Government.

(3) The licence would be expected to cover all types
of seals, with the exception of fur seals, with
a maximum of 50,000 seals for the first year of
which not more than 10,000 would be elephant
seals and of which not more than 1,000 of such
seals would be taken in the Falkland Islands.
Not more than 10,000 sea-lions were to be taken
in the Falkland Islands.

(4) The Company, if formed, would require relief from
taxation for the first two years of operation.

In January 1954 (folio 19) Executive Council advised
that the venture should be exempted from company tax for
the first two years of operation but not export tax.

Note: (1) The sealing company, unless exempted, would
be liable to the duties set out in Cap, 16,.
i. e. (duty assessed on the average market
price'per ton of seal oil for the season
of first grade oil and at the rate of 6d.
per barrel of 40 gallons for each £5 or
part of £5? of such average market price).
But the point has been made and confirmed
by Sir Henry ./ebb (folio 42) that oil
products produced outside territorial waters
could not be taxed under the Customs Order
(Vol. II, page 143). Sir Henry ?/ebb advised
that if Government desired to tax pelagic
oil, then in drawing up an agreement for
the company concerned a clause should be
inserted which would ensure that tax was
paid on seal oil and products produced
outside territorial waters.

(2) Company tax is at present at the rate of
3/6 in the pound and exemption could be
granted under the provisions of section 90
of Cap. 32. Such eruption would, however,
be subject to the approval of the Governor
in Council.

Executive Council was advised in January, 1954, (folio 39)
that the local position regarding the right of entry to
private land for sealing purposes was as follows:-

Government or any person duly authorised by Government
may enter on private land for the purpose of hunting­
taking and killing seals.

/The/



The only areas excluded, from the above, apart from
Gazetted seal reserves, are lands purchased prior
to 1203 and these comprise:-

(a) Lafonia and adjacent islands.

(b) Certain Falkland Islands Company land North
of Choiseul Sound.

(c) Roy Cove.

(d) Part of pebble Island.

(e) Compulsory purchase Grants made prior to 1903-

The compulsory purchase Grants comprise areas of
approximately 1 60 acres sited in each Section of the
Colony - such Sections being shown and numbered on
the coloured map of the Colony.

For practical purposes therefore it could be said that
there is a right of entry on to all land for sealing
purposes other than those listed in (a)s (b), (cl
& (d).

The authority is contained in Section 21 of the Land
Ordinance 1903 and Section 28 <2) of the Land Ordinance,
1949.

A draft licence was prepared and is filed at folio 25.
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.1. C. CAMPBELL. C.B. E

(Original returned to H. C. S.)

1 wired you about Butler. Pesca wants to take on the
Bjelland sealing venture, including the Falkland Islands and
either form.' a local company or run it with a subsidiary
Gibraltarian Company. They would operate a factory ship
and two catchers a id nt a land station & would use Lithuanians
c: Boles from Argentine - not locals.

I advised him to proceed’ with his plan to visit the
Colony as there will be many points coming up which could
best be discussed orally.

I told him

(b) As regards Bjelland’s scheme for the rest of the
J pendencies w had supported this i principle
but we (in actual fact S/S) required further
details of the operations whicl Bjella d ha< tot
supplied. I said the field •_ s still clear as Bjelland
had withdrawn.

(c) As regards F. I. that h< ight have difficulty in
muscling in there &, anyway the F. I.C. were very
largely concerned owing to their exclusive
La f onia ri ght s.

v opinion on Butl rT s proposals are

(a) That Pesca is an old established firm in the
Dependencies <?. they have always behaved very
properly and have been‘helpful to us.

(b) The ■ ■■''■■- to exploit seals in the. rest of the
Dependencies can only be good for revenue c
sovereignty.

(c) If, as Butler hinted, Ayan would eventually try
and transfer the Pesca Company to the new Company
(which will be British) this will help weaken
.’■.'•gentine claims to any part of 3. Georgia.

(d) The scheme which proposes to make th; fullest use
of carcases is progressive p should be encouraged.

The stumbling block in the F. I. is Calvesen's intention
to play at Albemarle. He has in my opinion gn implied first
refusal for an exclusive licence in the Colony as a result of
his discussions with H. E. I think he should be‘asked to
make up his mind before anyone else enters the field or he
will accuse us again of chicanery. personally I think a
factory ship employing foreigners is much more prufenable
than a shore station employing locals - A F. I.C. may think so
too.

(Sgd) Yours
Colin



THE ALBION STAR COMPANY LIMITED,
GIBRALTAR,

c/o Messrs. Wm. Brandt’s Sons &. Co.Ltd.,
36 Fenchurch Street,

London.
4th May, 1955.

The Honourable,
The Colonial Secretary,
Port Stanley,
FALKLAND ISLANDS.

Dear Sir,
Vol.

p I have the honour to apply for a licence under the
Seal Fisheries (Consolodation) Ordinance 1921, granting this
Company the sole rights to take Elephant Seals and Sea Lions
from the Falkland Islands and their Dependencies, with the
exception of certain areas of the Falkland Islands, the owners
of which also hold the sealing rights, and the island of South
Georgia. I have to request that this Company shall be permitted
to retain the licence for a period of 15 years from the date
of it’s issue.

I am to request that the licence shall include permission
to take the following number of seals annually

v Falkland Islands .1,000 Elephant Seals.
10,000 Sea Lions.

The Dependencies
(excluding South
Georgia)... 10,000 Elephant Seals.

I am to state that provided this Company is granted
the above mentioned licence, it is our intention to carry out
sealing operations using a floating factory ship of about 3,000
gross registered tons and two seal catchers, each of about 200
gross registered tons. These ships would operate along the
coasts of the Falkland Islands and the islands and territories
within the Dependencies, the seal would be taken from the beaches
and processed on board the floating factory ship. Full
utilization would be made of all carcasses and the main products
would be Seal Oil and Meat and Bone Meal.

It is appreciated by the Company that as regards to
export duties on such products, the floating factory ship would
be liable to similar taxation as a land station and the Company
would be prepared, as a condition of the grant of the licence,
to enter into an agreement with Government to that effect.

The Company agrees to provide food and accomodation
on board the floating factory ship or the seal catchers for a
Government Sealing Inspector and to make available for him all
information he may require regarding the catch and production.

This Company would also approach the Falkland Islands
Company requesting permission to carry out sealing operations
in the Lafonia area of the Falkland Islands as defined in Crown
Grant No. 134 of 28th September, 1859 and any other private



2.

company which also holds the sealing rights to their lands in
the Falkland Islands. The total number of seals taken, however,
would not exceed those mentioned above.

I am to state that this Company would employ British
or Norwegian labour on board the floating factory ship and the
seal catchers and would not employ local Falkland Islands labour
except with Government’s approval.

In the event of my Company being granted the licence,
it is also our intention to investigate the practicability of
operating an industry recovering and processing kelp for export
and we feel that this may be of some interest to you. We would
also be prepared to undertake a census of the Fur Seal population!
in the Falkland Islands and Dependencies, at our own expense
during the sealing operations.

If Government consider it advisable to transfer this
Company from Gibraltar to the Falkland Islands or to register
a new company locally in order to obtain the above mentioned
licence I am to say that we would be quite prepared to do this.

Finally I am to state that my Company is prepared to
assist the Colony as regards the transport of personnel, stores
and mail if it is so required, during the voyages to and from
Europe of any of the Company’s ships.

K.Sf.Pierce-Butler.
Managing Director,
The Albion Star Co. Ltd.

I am,
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I am directed to acknowledge receipt of your

d ?

.ends and

5th • ay.

the Falklanda seal!nv licence

Dependencies ana to inforu you that

of day, 195fs on the subject ofthi> -,- uh

is receiving attention and a further co :.?iunication

’<7111 be addressed to you in. d-.e course.

JB/VP

Xr
.w

Kj
.

I

1 X'n

Your obedient servant^

("'■n?.; /..?••/ feuuoii-fhompson

colo- Ial. c. .y.L.:y;
Lt. Col.K.S. Pierce->utler9

LPanayin^ j,-irectox1,
The Albion Star Company« Ltd..

STAPLAY.







.•.i.'a.iXAU t n*?’..’■xX1X s.i ...‘ d-J •:- •U.0’X;k-«-<ar-

cn the ind at 'f:cc.:u.?p# :■>!« .’• icrcc-*.nut-lex*
*•• - Vuyl.y* Lo &U,£ ■.,>’.? i\.,.i">.,';.i«K.?i' t ■/■;; t-.CJ g tj... G ■ OVv' JVjLji.’ ©I.! eitC
3 U€:S t 1 izttf vX £i.U <X--C .i.‘..;C,'.!.■■;'•■/' SCkUiijj. XXCQl’lCC lii the •• jillC**

f\ liillh .: Clu ZiGS &2Ki ?,.e jUiniGnClCG VfeaG ClVlaod t-hO'£• ilO UthCX'
C j. fJ, -.' 1 V ■'.. A X V-V- > ;U -v_; Lz t .» \j J. -J;,i £!■_;•„•. is. v t j. ,3 I -tj Q'-'C'-'z'il

24 C l?O w otis'vj' •<-' . ' ’X’'* 1 '3.Lo i'O'G'*- ; li C Xv-z.:
•■i U &«»> Viiv ...<"’ - . . .; f.,'. v J, 12 j CXCS . (..'2J 5scJ..’VVw

C UC/i & XX C■<■' iCc j- u t'j; xOU.Li.-t 3 3 0 >. y.33 COCC)!,-,.: *,2'1 tfiOUt
O0tLiji£j? #

on the 12th ol ,l <•■■..c\d1-...--.■> the -.-vcx-noi? jgvEui
31V<3C.x ICi-jI lx h-.. nixie.. to fUt X OV\. JCu px*^i;Ui2aiS i'OX'- X

aC'Cl.Uij, /ACOjCvt h'C riOU-lv; ;>■.. x.jCUXCv vJ. :. Jli' C3C%; u.OCt'it*
hdoexuently cn tnc 1„ th ; ecc.-boxy uy tn =.o clvcacii nroto

X:O t»ho . OV CXt ?C'X’ ti -3 v XiO <>'.■ r’ 1 3i, .. tijC
; o ».. ?..• X 5 j X Ji. . 4. t X V »•■-' f>

'Zi.L^
CU , y v .i. t»XfJ .<'■.> '.- .-’X'O. Cx '' .'• --' OUr-A? j 0 ii;,: O t.‘ vl» OCt?,

.-O v'C-PO:' >-0 J ■ oZa *" lc; j?t;C*** x-._ OhXvh LoZu
A-} *.• O-to;’blJA.:- '■‘■■■r/j *’ •^-*-' •>-j t-uOChoL'. ??3

l'i .•.•■ b •-■ o ,oi. j ;? 1.j J. 3-■• .t .■ . u»y UA-X . JV’. .;. '■3 :'■ --‘
Inivi.31.lc3 by both co 1 oco- -.'i the •. ol^nlol

.-■. -u O Cl-lod 0'3 viJX - . > to 1'--- >-• CO; Ox X’.. I CC'*5-

ti’XG C-.-CL : -L t? I; \:.- L •X V • tj» it ■’ C.Uj k-’X A- ..-. Z- 0 J. Oil £."•.'. > . J ■„■ i ■ ;'. kJ 0? J. I _ ‘ ' I »

iX.« 3. 0; k.;..' X '•4 -A ■'•-■■:. t Mi-iiti 3«. '•- u- V •*-• V 1 V--X 1

t.'Ck. ;Zj3 C> tOi.1 ‘ » Cri-A C-tj; X V X A '»' ..: >: V ‘ .’ - '- Us A 0 < 0 —• L V - J 4- *

vJ'kk-V X < tJ-i-i X31 3 XC O.'Xdfa.'- ki i.-.f'..-, 3*i*J • t-j''. ..■•> . Axj $ •■... „■.. j

*u i.i-J/ V v»’i.’kJ i.~ L*M. VO 1 X • > - iuJAV X a ij Xl - O.-I X .*' :'-■ '- I.:; .’ • ■ O to'••■-

ti’ut o ■..'/jetiri.y •vuyUv bo cr/o j,_ eh ho tele clve^
Loen on-...: the GVGiTio.?#

"ibs j <.; fO - i- '-' i v -S.'iO J, , i.’l-1'OX •..<■, Vr‘ Z.-■ - Ui AiU is 0’k- biii V-.

.. -.utIcj/ 0'33 ■ Ju3-t-u 1 •: .>.LV't.'3C..x 3XU.tCG ioCi vhOo.
inter. oerty In t.iiO cioK;. not 1 n

□j. the. ■ nave born v;h.c tnot .<■•-• ct-y Lc® ./-.iubvlcco
^..'C/CVC^y they ...X'-V. 1../;

J; *U J'i-iX iki "’ ,-v* ■-. Cv’- '—'.il ->• .‘-Xk-b LliV.-'. •. U-X. '•'■ ? A ••

. .... X.. 'J. '.. ’.0 :....'- . <........................... >■. ... -. .3

the 1 . J-’.... •.. ;. . 3 : '• ■ -■- ■ •- - • . ;
should be xully ocHcidecch vita cl.yX. 1

..jx’ice ‘.;:L'.;.icicls no hxuht the orci.-,..'

Ivo
;■• f;O

OX1 y .? ViX .1.»AX--3J.*<.•»’;?■ G-.a.’.i.;2

incioolo.in the w X' Ci' 3 -j



c/o - ■■LlLl&v.- :?.r^xidt*s ...ow .’• fiouipjny, ui ’itad
>6, . ^nehu^cU : - treet

• ; • O oW

i/h-ox/c twc. Z\:o Vurthex* fointa. ,o in? can be
u;>cc.-.’tei-sou the /.io io?; t&n oi;v>.•,./ ure sex* loudly
i/rtere^ tedo:d concerned. the othec* hu;xi# thex*^
.>,. ■ nothing to ehob -jt; yet thut O^/taln. hue

the o.;. derikite pro-
pOOulfc •■;:>■: thWC C-i-Jlt be ;. ../;-.c aoubt t-> WOt-hex^
in .bjct he in really uexdouoiy int<-ibstw rou the
i’iles it i;ecr-.;> Wni the -.,1.1)1 on t.u! (/u:.u<.-rr/’ho& the
advoiiWjc W wi&hiny to $tcn?t uW etaM . .-on rru-j the
al..u<..:VeFit;i-.6 oh lgg. ■cc Z Wio* ulveoen
p^.-booly j;au the 04iVunW,;.e oh e ssk- e.h ’icient and.
cx^eidcnceu ucyu*1.-otion Wt not appeal* to be
;uite o > iMer-e;:i;Xu. ot the ; l eeek-t c/taj.e. n&.r ly
the W-dce on to whether the aw ’.-'eecu15 .  /ey ©houlu
bo .rv.jlo t :red in iifeld? • ■;.■ W W ley has been lei’t
very iWyely W over.;wi • <,;.. . lorae- Wlev
h.zW inti- ,A.; •;,-C.J. .L'i/GSU-V. G.’.. U iC'. . ;,- ci’?'..
.. V '-> u‘ » j U £ - -■ •>? -’ •' t... h.'.-i.,--* .w.J> ;••>'.>'-■ ’> i '•-• /•.•-* <■'■•.■ •■';<,
to ocedot-.o in Ud.;A 772 thlu eoiKiejixun it v.-il.t oo
.-. 0 t.- ■“'l i-.'.J.'vz' ‘z’ «■> •-■■■' ; ’ C-<-i:. • 13 < '-. A -./.’J >*.'?.■ a.’O •.-.C '.-* V X"-1 .'■ ? - •
itf-.' CSA-’J ■.. U*i*C*4-*.i-,;0i.x ii. >’■ A jj. vk<i^‘<z ••- i.-' b; . .. ■Z, .<. v•'■•■ U w <--hn u-
tti'iO CiOi’iO £tile\> Gi.iCU- '-■ -v ■ *.-4.,;_-3’6 CO 8 •V?:U1

•J J-. i;’’»..:t? -i. ■i.iC Oa’5. • ,&'O! kZ ;•<-'.<-Al V.'..l-,-'\< s, ;.''_r L< Z)l'i C‘.b iJ
*£• .*.>*.{. '-;>JX* : »•*<;-.’'■■ ■-■ '<'•■'>• ■■'■> i /-)■..'<;■■■_••.n'j' .Li,'. i;Z?..'i.- ? J.Os'v v?ii'_■;e
j'l'iX. •■•■‘hY> ,•.■.■.)•'•>■* s; U'i.’.’G t-O'--' . /.■' ' ■ s. .'.<-i-i.'-i UG VJ ii.’-O.-’.? J. ■»■ 'CQ ’.Ci.e £•■ Vr i,-.?'i
CVC^i boro WwucWblc cittit ..u£ yor? <'■

Oi.'.-.A. ■t-O'.'J/ vikJc-‘;-- C1-. Al.. z i.,i ..-kiZ-. • ■ .L ..-'2b :. -..i
to WW.- .•.jtl.n si <■:.<•. < di cut icc..-c. ohuulc bo noted

thio o act -in uux\njtly bu-vy ; i-.-.ce- WlUr
o*» yon on O’.lu.'c-u : n-o ^pticQlar object 1 ..no
to ellowinn the hi-?< vi the aev; IV it
. U-* k.-iX'-j' £J a’u'.j? •-•■..•,*» >.‘_i i* X th XOXVlt '•>■ jjC
F.uoy ul ■ ibx^ltuce ih.olc. ubuoct c.i ht b . coa;ibcoea

the •..'oXG-iiu.. •■ •Wicoe

. /;!-•.'■ ijCj.-. ».• '«J. <'■.-"■’■/{L’r '■!..■•- ■ b Jr'Oi ) X>24 X '■ - J- -• X ''-■ '■■—1 '■ no

obj<vctxon, i.< igac co/ao/o.ic ^oo;/q&u1£ i..??;;-.; cuth .idee
( ;. .dvceeii i ’ jheo: »: cd'i Oro. • Gcdlu ’ Zo be oeb -i 0b-W
i:> £<eutive ouriciX XdP o CeelGicn of -.-o vhich
-/etc the concoee ion.



iLp
EXTRACT FROM TELEGRAM FROM II. 3. THE GOVERNOR THRO’ FOREIGN

OFFICE OF 16. 8. 55.

(Original filed in 0762/11 - Visits of H. E. the Governor).

No. 90* Confidential.

SoJX>crxQ_z-\. rtcjF uvflijvcrxtEcl <m ra_a_o_2.
Have tola Pesca that if they w.Have tola pesca that if they want exclusive rights they
must make offer of money. Mere officer to pay duties
which must be done in any case is not good enough.

N.F.A. I have written on X 

(Intld) A. G.L.T.



Decode.

From SECRETARY OF STATE to GOVERNOR
0157

Despatched-: 27.8*55 Time: 1130 Received : 27.8.55 Time : 1130

No. 96. Sealing.

Application received from new company called The Albion

Star Go., Ltd., a subsidiary of Gompania Argentina de Pesca for

exclusive licence to undertake pelagic sealing in Falkland Islands

and their Dependencies. Company offers £300 per annum as fee

for exclusive rights.

2. Company have requested licence to cover following:-

(1) Falkland Islands 1,000 elephant seal, 9,000 sea lions

(2) South Georgia 6,000 elephant seal,

(5) Dependencies other than South Georgia *10,000 elephant seal

3. Scientific Adviser favours (1) and (2) but not (3) which

is considered to be biologically undesirable. Company have been

informed and have asked whether in lieu of quota elephant seals

in Dependencies other than South Georgia quota for latter could be

increased to 8,000 or 9,000 elephant. Pending survey however

increase of South Georgia quota not advised.

4. Matter discussed with Governor who suggest licence might

be given for South Georgia to cover 6,000 elephant seal with

understanding this might be increased if survey which F.I.D.S.

might undertake showed this to be desirable • Grateful for your

observations.

G.T.C. V.P.. W4-
TYPED: I.R.
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Decode.
. TELEGRAM SENT.

From SECRETARY OF STATE to GOVERNOR

Despatched: 14.9.55 Time: 1756 flece/Vec/15.9.55 Time: 0900

No. 107*
reply.

1/y telegram No. 96 Sealing. I shall be grateful for an early

SECRETARY OF STATE



•*- 4

CODE. '

TELEGRAM SENT,

From GOVERNOR to SECRETARY OF STATE.

li-tf-S'Z- Time: Received: Time:

" " ■■ I
No. Your telegram Ho, 96, Sealing. I

Matter has been discussed by Sxecutive Council and proposal

is welcomed. I am advised however that sealing licence granted

to South Atlantic Sealing Company for fifteen years with effect

from 1st August, 1950, is still technically in force. Licence

however is not transferable and is subject to cancellation, upon

bfreach of any of conditions. Company is of course no longer

operating and in any event annual licence fees are now heavily

in arrears. Consequently it is proposed to cancel the licence

but I should be grateful if C. D. C. may be given prior warning

of our intention. Now that Salvesen is no longer interested

I can see no prospect of any other concern taking over Albemarle

Comments on details of Albion St ar’s application are as

follows:

(1) Falkland Islands. No objection to number proposed but

in order to avoid subsequent misunderstanding I think

it desirable that although company is aware of them, '

reference should be made in official correspondence 

at this stage to following general reservations and

factors to which licence would be subject:-

(a) Sealing in Lafonia, adjacent islands and certain

areas north of Choiseul Sound would be subject to

agreement between operating company and Falkland

Islands Company.

(b) Similar reservations would have to be made in the

case of certain other areas which are known to the

company but which should not present any major

difficulties.

(c) Operating company would have to undertake not to

employ local Falkland Island labour without prior

authority from Government. T^is condition is

essential in view of labour shortage and further

deterioration in labour supply to farms would have

serious/



serious repercussions on basic economy. It is however

understood that the company intends to employ British and

Scandinavian personnel.

(2) South Georgia. It is agreed that South GQorgia sealing should be

restricted to 6,000 oh the understanding that F.I.D. S. would

endeavour to arrange a survey and that the number would be

increased above 6,000 if survey results rendered such increase

desirable. It is assumed that if necessary parent company would

relinquish to Albion Sfar the licence granted for South Georgia

in respect of 1956/57 season.

(3) Dependencies other than South Ggorgia. I note that Scientific

Adviser regards 10,000 elephant seal as biologically undesirable.

I should be glad tp know whether his objection extends to all

sealing or whether an interim and more moderate figure, say

2,000 or 3,000 per annum would be equally undesirable assuming

that a number of this order would constitute economic prpposition.

If a more moderate number were permissible and consequently

company operated in other dependencies it might prove possible and

desirable for seal survey in South Georgia to be extended as a

long-term measure and in conjunction with F.I.D.S. to cover wider

area in Dependencies. I should in any event be glad of

SciBBtific Adviser’s views on practicability and implications of

extending the scope of the survey in due course.

(U) Taxation. Licence would include a clause to the effect that

pelagic sealing would be liable to similar taxation as in the case

of a land-based station. Alternatively this might form subject

of separate agreement. Company recognise and accept this

reservation.

(5) Duration. In earlier correspondence company proposed that duration

of exclusive licence should be 15 years. This is acceptable.

(6) Proposed fee of £300 per annum in consideration of exclusive licenc

is acceptable.

(?) Albion Star Company should transfer its registration to Stanley.

In view of revenue aspects considerable importance is attached

to this condition which I understand is acceptable to the Company.

(8) Draft licence is being prepared and will be forwarded for

consideration. . <4
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The Officer A&Mnis-teririg the Government
The ccretary of. State for the Colonies.
21ith October, 1955.

•:o« 15b COjXITV ............. .

Vy telegram To. lh?e Ubicn '/tar for.pany,

I enclose copies of the pro no c eci Aealixr Licences in
draft fex'm an.l I should be grateful if your Scientific
Adviser’s consents on the terms and conditions set out in
these Licences may be obtained. In particular I should be
glac of his views on the foliowin specific points:-

() j>cctions A and .9 ol the . o 1g ay pi centre qb
B of the Dependencies Licence•

The killin':? of seals has, under the provisions
of these Lections# been confined to Bea ?. ions of 72
or more inches in length and the Elephant Heals of
1J5 inches or more in length. r should be glad to
knoa whether these specifications conform with your
Scientific Adviser’s views.

(ii) Lections 8 and 11 of.,, the Colony Lieenge and Section
9 of the '-epend.cn.cie3 Licence.

There is reason to suppose that the reservation
that at least ID, of the adult male seals shall ;-e
left alive r-t each rookery requires closer
definition, in^S’ruch as it can be interpreted la
such a wey as to permit a pro, ressivc recuction
of the original 10 left alive on the- occasion of
the first visit to c rookery in the course of a
second or subsequent visits to the sar^e rookery.
Consequently I shall be glad of advice as to
whether the dxw.ft proviso adequately cafcgur'rfs
the position.

(WICER ADLlLMTERIEa THL COV



DRAFT.

COLONY OF THE FALKLAND ISLANDS
SEALING LICENCE.

A licence under section 5 of the Seal Fishery Ordinance
(Cap.62), is hereby granted to the Albion Star Company,
Limited, (hereinafter referred to as the licensee) tc take
seals mentioned herein and subject to the following terms and
conditions:-

1. This licence shall be in force for fifteen years from
the day of , 195 , and shall bo an
exclusive licence for the Falkland Islands, except those areas
specified in the Schedule hereto, so long as it remains valid.

2* An annual Licence Fee of shall be paid in
advance to the Colonial Treasurer on the day of

in each year.

3. This licence shall be valid in the Falkland Islands,
except those areas specified in the Schedule hereto, for the
taking of sea lions, elephant seals and leopard seals only:

Provided that the licensee may, with the consent of the
landlord, enter upon the areas specified in the Schedule hereto
for the purpose of taking sea lions, elephant- seals and leopard
seals.

U. Not more than 9,000 sea lions and not more than 1,000
elephant seals shall be killed in any one season in the
Falkland Islands.

5. The quota specified in clause U hereof, may be reviewed
annually by the Governor and as a result of such review may be
revised; provided, however, that any revision of the quota
shall be subject to the general principle that there shall be
no reduction unless technical and scientific advice tendered
to the Governor renders such reduction advisable and necessary.

6* Sea lions shall be killed only between the 1st Fay and
the 30th September in each year.

7. No male sea lion of less than 72 inches in length shall
be killed.

6* At least 10% of the adult male sea lions over 72 inches
in length shall be left alive at each rookery:

Provided that the number of adult male sea lions ovex’ 72
inches in length so left alive at the first killing in accord­
ance with this section shall not be progressively reduced on
any subsequent visit or visits to the same rookery during any
one season.

9. Elephant seals shall be killed only between the 1st
November and the 15th January next following.

10. No male elephant seal of less than 135 inches (3.5^
metres) in length shall be killed.

11. At least 10% of the adult male elephant seals over 135
inches (3*5 metres) in length shall be left alive at each
rookery:

Provided that the number of adult male elephant seals

over/
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over 135 inches (3*5 metres) in length so left alive at the
first killing in accordance with this section shall not be
progressively reduced on any subsequent visit or visits to
the same rookery during any one season.

12. The killing or capturing of female sea lions or female
elephant seals must be avoided as far as possible.

13. The killing or capturing of pups or young seals is
prohibited.

14. Leopard seals may be killed without restriction.

15. The licensee must ensure that seals are driven and
killed in the most humane way practicable. Seals must be
shot and not clubbed to death.

16. The whole carcass of every seal killed shall be utilised,
so far as possible, for the extraction of oil, meat and bone
meal and/or other marketable products.

17. The licensee shall render an accurate account annually
and when otherwise required of all seals taken and report and
locate on the chart where such seals were found in large
numbers or rookeries or where others were observed. This
account to include the amount of oil and other products
(separately) obtained and such other reasonable information as
may be required by Government.

18. The lower canine tooth of every 20th sea lion and elephant
seal taken must be collected and forwarded to the Colonial
Secretary, Stanley. The projecting part of the tooth to be
cut off with a hacksaw at gum level.

19. The Governor may appoint a Seal Fishery Officer, who
shall be fully maintained (except for salary) at the expense
of the licensee on board any vessel or vessels employed by the
licensee, to ensure that the provisions of the Seal Fishery
Ordinance (Cap. 62) or any regulations made thereunder and
that the conditions of this Licence are complied with.

20. The licensee shall not employ local Falkland islands
labour without the prior authority of the Governor.

21. This licensee shall pay to the Collector of Customs,
export duty at the rate in force from time to time during the
currency of this Licence, upon all seal oil and seal products
other than seal oil which shall be obtained or produced from
seals taken under this Licence, whether such seal oil or seal
products other than seal oil shall or shall not have been
actually produced within the Colony or the territorial waters
thereof.

22. This Licence is not transferable.

23» In the case of a breach of any of the conditions of this
Licence, or any of the provisions of the Seal Fishery Ordinance
(Cap.62) or of any regulations made thereunder or any Ordinance
or regulations amending or replacing the said Ordinance or
regulations, the Governor may, by notice in writing, summarily
revoke this Licence, and thereupon all rights conferred hereby
or enjoyed hereunder shall cease as from the date mentioned in
such notice.

Dated this day of , 195 .

Colonial Secretary.



SCHEDULE

East Falklands.

Lafonia and adjacent islands? excluding 1,000 acres Crown
Reserve at Bull Point.

Land on the North shore of Choiseul Sound.

Brenton Loch.

1,160 acres. Darwin Harbour.

160 acres. Port Harriet.

160 acres. Uranie Bay.

160 acres. West head of Bluff Cove.

160 acres. South-east arm of San Carlos.

160 acres. North shore of Port Sussex.

Sea Lion Islands.

Horseshoe Bay (Whittington’s Rincon).

Teal Inlet (Evelyn Station).

Navy Point, Port Stanley.

West Falklands.

Roy Cove including West Point, Sense, Rabbit and Hummock Islands.

Pebble Island.

160 acres. Kepple Island (Bold Point)

Packe’s Port Howard including West Swan Island.

693 acres. White Rock, Port Howard.

160 acres. Nev/ Island (Cliff Peak).

100 acres. New Island (Ship Harbour).

Seal Reserves.

Elephant Jason Island.

Bird Island.

Volunteer Rocks.

Beauchene Island.



Draft.

FALKLAND ISLANDS.

DEPENDENCY OF SOUTH GEORGIA

Sealing Licence.

A licence under section 5 of the Seal Fishery Ordinance
(Cap.62), is hereby granted to the Albion Star Company, Limited,
(hereinafter referred to as the licensee) to take seal mentioned
herein and subject to the following terms and conditions 
1. This licence shall be in force for fifteen years from
the day of , 195 ? and shall be an
exclusive licence for the Dependency of Couth Georgia, so long
as it remains valid.

2. An annual Licence Fee of shall be paid in
advance to the Colonial Treasurer, Stanley, Falkland Islands,
or to the Administrative Officer, King Edward Cove, South
Georgia, on the day of in each year.

3. This licence shall be valid in the Dependency of South
Georgia for elephant seal only.

h. Not more than 6,000 elephant seal shall be killed in any
one season in the Dependency of South Georgia.

5. The Quota specified in clause U hereof, may be reviewed
annually by the Governor and as a result of such review’ may be
revised; provided, however, that any revision of the quota
shall be subject to the general principle that there shall be
no reduction unless technical and scientific advice tendered
to the Governor renders such reduction advisable and necessary.

6. The number of elephant seals taken from each of the
Sealing Divisions specified in the Schedule hereto during any
one season shall be at the discretion of the Administrative
Officer, South Georgia:

Provided that the number shall not exceed 6,000 in ths
aggregate.

7. Elephant seals shall be killed only between the 1st March
and the 30th November in each year.

8. No male elephant seal of less than 135 inches (3*5 metres)
in length shall be killed.

9* At least 10% of the adult male elephant seals over 135
inches (3*5 metres) in length shall be left alive at each
rookery:

Provided that the number of adult male elephant seals
over 135 inches (3*5 metres) in length so left alive in accord­
ance with this section at the first killing shall not be
progressively reduced on any subsequent visit or visits to the
same rookery during any one season.

10. The killing or capturing of female elephant seals must
\ be avoided as far as possible.

11. The killing or capturing of pups or young elephant seals
or Weddell’s seals is prohibited.

12. The licensee must ensure that elephant seals are driven
and killed in the most humane way practicable. Seals must be
shot and not clubbed to death.

13./
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3-3* The whole carcass of every elephant seal killed shall
"be utilised, so far as possible, for the extraction of oil,
meat and bone mea^ and/or other marketable products.

1U. The licensee shall render an accurate account annually
and when otherwise required of all elephant seals taken and
report and locate on the chart where such elephant seals were
found in large numbers or rookeries or where others were
observed. This account to include the amount of oil and
other products (separately) obtained and such other reasonable
information as may be required by Government.

15. The lower canine tooth of every 20th elephant seal
taken must be collected and forwarded to the Administrative
Officer, South Georgia. The projecting part of the tooth
to be cut off with a hacksaw at gum level.

16. The Governor may appoint a Seal Fishery Officer, who
shall be fully maintained (except for salary) at the expense
of the licensee on board any vessel or vessels employed by
the licensee, to ensure that the provisions of the Seal
Fishery Ordinance (Cap. 62) or any regulations made thereunder
and that the conditions of this Licence are complied with.

17. The licensee shall
labour without the prior

not employ local Falkland Islands
authority of the Governor.

18. The licensee shall pay to the Collector of Customs,
Stanley, Falkland Islands or to the .Administrative Officer,
South Georgia, export duty at the rate in force from time to
time during the currency of this licence, upon all seal oil
and seal products other than seal oil which shall be obtained
or produced from elephant seals taken under this Licence.
whether such seal oil or seal products other than seal oil
shall, or shall not have been actually produced within the
Dependency of South Georgia or the territorial waters thereof.

19. This licence is not transferable.

20. In the case of a breach of any of the conditions of
this Licence, or any of the provisions of the Seal Fishery
Ordinance (Cap.62) or of any regulations made thereunder or
any Ordinance or regulations amending or replacing the said
Ordinance or regulations, the Governor may, by notice in
writing, summarily revoke this Licence, and thereupon all
rights conferred hereby or enjoyed hereunder shall cease
as from the date mentioned in such notice.

Dated this day of , 195 e

Colonial Secretary
or

Administrative Officer.

SCHEDULE
Sealing Divisions.

Division I.

Divisi°n

Divis2.o:n

■ ^4 IV.

Cape Nunes to Cape North excluding Willis and
Bird Islands.

Cape Buller to Cape Saunders including Prince
Olaf Harbour but excluding Leith Harbour,
Stromness Harbour and Husvik Harbour.

Larsen Point to Cape Disappointment excluding
the reserve at Dartmouth Point to East Cumberland
Bay.

CAYIA TH C3<n’nTLn4 m'.on! 'bn NllUAS-



Savyigrjam C.O. 1

E^ate ^©.

Colonial Office reference Your reference  

of the your

7

SECER

Fr<»| the Secretary of State for the CoHonies.

To wie Officer Administering the Government of

10 061 $55

information,
consideration-^ a copy of the paper noted below.

-observations-,

, -- despatch
my --------------

With reference to------- savingram No 
your —7“-------telegram



wAF/621/529/01 October, 1955

Sir,
I am directed by Mr•Secretary Lennox-Boyd

to refer to Colonial Office letter of 11th July,
1955, on the subject of your Company’s application
for a licence for all sealing in the Falkland Islands
and Dependencies and to inform you that generally
speaking your proposal is welcomed by the local
authorities•

2. Ko difficulty is likely in regard to the
grant of such a licence for the Falkland Islands and
South Georgia but acting on the advice of his
scientific advisers, the Secretary of State regrets
that he is unable to recommend the grant to you of
a licence to take elephant seals in the Dependencies
other than South Georgia#

3*
following

The licence would be subject to the
general reservations and factors;-

(i) Sealing in Lafonia,adjacent islands and
certain areas north of Choiseul Sound would
be subject to agreement between the
operating company and the Falkland Islands
company and similar reservations may not
be necessary in other areas#

(ii)
THS ALBION STAR COI^AOT, LIMITS



(li) The Operating Company would have to
undertake not to employ local labour
without prior authority from the Government
of the Falkland Islands.

(iii) It is assumed that Compania Argentina
da Pesca would relinquish to the Albion Star
ComTjany the licence already granted for
1955/56 season in south Georgia.

(iv) The licence -would include a clause to the
effect that all sealing carried out under the
licence would be liable to similar execution
as in the case of a land based station#

(V) The duration of the licence would be for
15 years in the first instance.

(vi) The Albion Star company should transfer its
registration to Port Stanley.

4# Your comments are requested, on whether your
Company would be willing to abide by the conditions
detailed above.

I am.
Sir,

Your obedient servant
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copy

MED .55/213/01

11th July, 1955*

Sir,

I am directed to refer to your letter of 4th May, 1955
addressed to His Excellency the Governor of the Falkland Islands
and Dependencies submitting for his approval a plan for pelagic
sealing in the Colony and Dependencies.

2. The Governor is seeking the advice of the Secretary of
State’s advisers on the technical aspects of your proposal*
Meanwhile, in connection with your Company’s request for sole
and exclusive rights to all sealing in the Colony and Dependencies
I am to draw your attention to the fact that the sealing rights
in a large part of the colony are already in the possession of the
Falkland Islands Company. It is also noted that you make no
mention of the payment to the Falkland Islands Government of a
fee for the granting to your Company of these exclusive facilities
and I am to enquire whether you would be agreeable to the payment
of such a fee and what you would suggest as a suitable figure.

I am, Sir,
Your obedient servant,

(Sgd.) M.A. WILLIS.

THE ALBION STAR COMPANY LIMITED,
(GIBRALTAR),

c/o Wm. Brandt’s Sons and Company,
36 Fenchurch Street,

E.C.3.



j^tCODE.
TELEGRAM.

From....... P.icr.c..e-Bult..e.r.r... ‘
? .>■ . A.

To Colonial Secretary'.. ..

'.'Cc. •, <:v. “• ■ ■-.••■j’. , ■. , ...
c_z .... ,

Despatched: . 23rd December, .. . 19 55 Time'. 1710

Received: - 21ith December-, • . _29--55 'Rnne: 1100

PIERCE- BULTER

Reference. Colonial Office letter. TFF./621/525/01
dated.8th October.paragraph 3 (vi).. Have you any
objection registration Albion. Star. Cbmpany, Son th Georgia
also how quickly can-we register-please.
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ECODE.
TELEGRAM.

From... Q.P.l pni al 8e c ret ary

To .Adiriinistrati.ye...Officer? South Georgia

Despatched: 5th January, 19 56 Time: 1100

Received: 19 . . Time. . • . .

No. 4* Confidential. Pollowing received from Pierce-Butler
"begins.

Reference Colonial Office letter W'AP/621/529/01 dated 8th
October paragraph 3 (vi). ^ave you any objection registration
Albion Star Company South (Georgia also how quickly can we register
please. •

vi
2. Paragraph 3/of the Colonial Office letter refers to the

grant of a licence for sealing in the Falkland Islands and.
Dependencies and states that licence would be subject to.the
Company transferring its registration to Port Stanley.

3. Grateful your views on Butlers query and whether you
consider there are any unforeseeen implications.

SECRETARY
aTC:jB/ia V-' fcbj - ' ! ’■

■ " rU " ' sfe w



Saving (COLONY)

Your Savingram No.164 Colony of

Ol

Froll the Secretary of State for the Colonies.

To the Officer Administering the Government

Date '' December, 1955

No .

I ^„rAg. $21/529/01

.Albion Itr.r.

v/ith your savingram under
Scientific .Advisers and
•s containing their

The draft licences enclosed
reference have been passed to my
enclosed are copies of two lette:
comments.

2. Your attention is drawn to:~

(a) the need to increase the percentage of bulls to
20/^ over 152 inches in total length and ~

(b) the need for a further programme of scientific
work.

D’ith regard to the latter I am informed that a suitable
candidate might be available for one season and the work
could be combined with the duties of inspector.



OUR RKF.

YOUR RKF.

&

■r'

.

TKL. WORMLKY 370. 371 ft 372.

Rly. Station t Witley.

W.O. Sloman, Esq.,
Colonial Office,
The Church House,
Great Smith Street,
London. S.W.l.

. NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF OCEANOGRAPHY

*

s.

better to specify less than 152 inches (3<9 metres) in total length.... “
In the elephant seal total length, from nose to tip of hind flippers, is
probably more practicable as a measure for the sealers. I would not be sur­
prised if they interpret the present wording as referring to total length
whereas it was intended to apply to nose-tail length.

(U) Sections 8 and 11 of the Colony Licence and Section 9 of the Dependencies
Licence.
This is a difficult problem, without any satisfactory solution. When the

previous licence was drafted (Seal fishery (Consolidation) Ordinance, 1921)
no provision was made for leaving 10% of bulls on the beaches, although it is
generally believed to be a condition of the licence. In fact this appeared
only in the master’s declaration which states "at least 10% of male seals were
left on each occasion." As the term male seals refers to all ages thin
declaration afforded no legal protection. No doubt the original purpose was to

Dear Sloman,

Thank you for your letter of N
for the Falkland Islands and South Georgia. I have been on leave and
was unable to reply sooner.

In reply to your specific points

(l) Sections 7 end 10 of the Colony licence and Section 8 of the Dependencies
licence.
These lengths are quite acceptable and the elephant seal mini mum length

is that proposed by me. I think it would be as well to specify in the case of
4 — 1 4 — - 14___ -_________ _______

24-th November,1955*

- ■ ■■ .7

WORMLEY, NR. GODALMING,
SURREY.

•a. 7.



(2)

I strongly urge that this work be included in the programme of scientific
work for F.I*D.S. It would require a biologist to visit the beaches with the
sealers during the period of three months from September to November which is
one part of the sealing season*

protect 10% of the adult males* In those days the average number of cows
in a harem was about twelve (deduced from Matthews (1929) and this was the
harem size at Signy Island with one dominant and five subordinate bulls to
12 cows, that is 2 cows to 1 bull. In 1951, even in the reserve at Dartmouth
Point the average harem size was 25 and there were on average about two bulls
per harem (one dominant and one subordinate) i*e* 1 bull to 13 cows* In the
sealing areas examined the average harem size was between 40 and 50 cows, and
there was one bull to 30 cows* (NiB* In the Northern Fur Seal which is much
better adapted to the harem system by virtue of a great disparity in size between
the sexes, “The ratio of Harem maintaining males to breeding females was 1:39
butthe mean harem size was only 16 because half or fewer of the females were
ashore at any one time0 (Bartholomew& Hoel, 1953))♦ At Signy Island and
South Georgia formerly, let us say there were 10 bulls to 20 cows; kill 9 bulls
and a harem of 20 cows is left with one bull* In Dartmouth Point Reserve there
were ID bulls to 130 cows; kill 9 bulls and a harem of 130 cows is left. At
South Georgia in sealing areas in Cumberland Bay there were 10 bulls to 300 cows.
Actually there are a number of subordinate bulls in the water which haul out and
replace those bulls killed and probably for every bull on land there is at least
one younger mature bull in the water which will haul out* It is therefore
probable that the present 10% limit is sufficient to maintain harems of the
present size, but it might be advisable to increase the percentage to be left
on the beach*

A further point to be considered in framing the regulations is that sealing
begins in September but the peak period of mating does not occur until early
November and it seems that in undisturbed colonies bulls haul out in increasing
numbers through the season* Ithink it would be advisable to alter Section 11
in the Colony licence and 9 in the Dependencies Licence to read "At least 20%*****
over 152 inches (3*9 metres) in total length*•****0, and substituting these
figures in the next sentence* Otherwise this section is probably satisfactory*

would point out here that one is handicapped by lack of knowledge of *
conditions in Divisions IH and 17 at South Georgia* Most of my detailed work
was done single handed in a small part of Division III in a period of about two £
months. The proposals which I made in 1952 were intended as provisional measures^
to be followed up by further work including the following investigations:

(1) Census of pups born in each Division by direct count. At present only t
known for Div. I and H. p

Counts of the number of females and dominant and subordinate males on
a series of beaches in each division, so as to determine the average t
harem size. f



*
There are several other small points about the licences.

(in) Section 18 Oology Licence and Section 15 of the Dependencies Licence*

A better wording might be "One lower canine tooth*.*

As regards the sea lion teeth, it has not yet been established that age
can be determined from these by rings in cross section. It may be that annuli
on the root are more suitable (which would necessitate a different method of
collection) or that the teeth are not suitable for age determination, in which
case it would be a waste of time to collect them*

Some provision must be made for the examination of both elephant seal and
sea lion teeth if they are to be of any use in regulating sealing operations and
protecting the stock*

I hope these comments are helpful to you* I would like to emphasise the
need for appointing a biologist to provide further information on which to base
a re-examination of these problems* In my opinion the program* of F*I«D.S*
or the Colony should have provided for at least one permanent biologist to
undertake such work*

(I hope you have not forgotten my modest claim for travelling expenses for
the July meeting*

• - ■

Your letter of November 23rd has just arrived but I will answer it
b / separately.

Yours sincerely,

R*M.Laws.



ear Mr.

■

slon.../
u .-<2•%*■><*• > /' f * Sy •' •:

• 16th about
   id the F. I. r

Dependencies, I have examined the drafts and agree in
general with the terms and conditions.

The efficiency of the proviso connected wit:
.0% killable bulls on each beach will depend

adequate supervision by the sealing officer.

The minimum size limit of killable bulls is
related to average size at sexual maturity and should be
all right.

I do not like the phrasing of section 10 in the
Dependencies draft and section 12 in the Falkland Islands
draft. It seems to me that, as the killable bulls should
be recognisable as such, the words "as far as possible"
might be omitted.

•
I attach the copy of a letter I sent to Dr. Fuchs

last year about the leopard seal. If unrestricted permis-

Great Smit





Decode.
W* 336 TELEGRAM.

From The AdministTative.-Officer 9 ...South Georgia

p0 The Colonial Secretary

Despatched:

Received:
20th January,

21st ”

19 56.
19 „

Time : 15.15
Time : 05-00

I "U W6 No. 18. CONFIDENTIAL. Your Telegrap. CONFIDENTIAL
No. 11l. Re-registration of Albion Star ’Company.

It has been i dateg ? 1 ho0:1 nunie at 0 d -later
■ -grift event transfer Albion Star Company would

accept all liabilities and assets Pesca and therefore
become automatically responsible for any outstanding debts.
A clause to this effect would be inserted in transfer
agreement. Securities in South Georgia consist only of
whaling station, catchers and equipment.

AD; HUI STRATI TO 0FFIC7GR.

GTC/VP
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Waverley House,

Port Stanley,





Decode.
TELEGRAM SENT.

From GOVERNOR to SECRETARY OF STATE

Despatched: 2/3/56 Time :1600 Received: Time:****

No. 39. Your Savingram No. 108 of 10th October ,1956.

' In order to attempt to sell in Norway South Altantic

Sealing Company’s assets as going concern they have asked

whether sealing licence could be renewed. I should be

glad to learn position vis-a-vis Albion Star Company.

GOVERNOR

GTC:ORA/IMR



%

fa



Decode.
TELEGRAM SENT.

From GOVERNOR to SECRETARY OF STATE

Despatched: 2U/3/56 Time .'O9U5 Received: Time : ..

No.. My telegram N.0.39., Albion Star Company

Grateful learn when reply may be expected.

GOVERNOR'S DEPUTY

—... y

G.T.C. JB/IR



CODE.
TELEGRAM

From......Ryan.,.....Alb..iPA...S.tar....Gpmp.any.,

To Hi s Excellency the Governor.

Despatched : 6th April

Received: Sth April

19 56 Time: -1020

19 56 Time : 11 ~50

Reference Albion Star application sealing licence
deferring decision until consulting Pierce Butler
Europe due understudy take over Pesca fleet and install
Grytviken.

Ryan

B.U.P.
(INTLD) J.B.

7/4
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From SECRETARY OF STATE to GOVERNOR

Despatched: 6.U. 56 Time: 1725 Received: 7.E. 56 Time: 0900

No. LQ, Your Telegram No. 52. Albion Star Company.

Hope to let you have Company’s decision within a 

week.

SECERN, RY 0? STATE

BUR
(INTLI)( J.B.

P/L 7/U
MF



Decode.

No.121.
TELEGRAM.

From PIERCE-BUTLER^ SO.UTH...GEQRG.IA.

To GOVBN OR

Despatched : 7th Ap r i 1,

Received: 8th April,

19 5^ Time'. 23Ur'

19 56 Time: 1100

Sealing- Licenc .
VAF/621/529/01 elated
Company of Gibraltar
for Falkland Islands
with conditions laid
Fee for licence will

Reference Colonial Office letter
8th October, 1955- Albion Star
request herewith sealing licence
and South Georgia in accordance
down in above mentioned letter.
be paid through Magistrate here.

i/L: I MR

PIERCE BuTLh
ALBION STAR



Decode.

From SECRETARY OF STATE to GOVERNOR

Despatched: 1L\./L\./^F> Time: 1950 Received: 15/4/56 Time: 0900

Ho. 5/« My telegram Uo.U9« Albion Star Company.
--- - . . -------------------- -------------y---- - ------ ---,|rf|

i q Understand Ryan cabled you direct on 6th April

regarding Sealing Licence.

SECRETARY OP STATE

P/L: IL1R





The .'.Lbion iter Company have now forrna 1 3y applies to us
for the sealing licence in the Colony (i. 50) -i. of 3. are
now out of it (f. 51).

ter u ally di cu sed in x, Co. ' i ■
, . Last ar i th £ jposal we]con ed. <118

. ? i ' t ■ " is j jonsider ■

C o m p a ny at f. 30.

./c- Grafted detailed licences at f. 2b-28 anti these have
received the general approval of the Secretary of State’s

vs - soi ha*’ to be
made in the light of f. 37 and enclosures - but these do not
pre s ent a ny d if f i cu 11 y.

You. will perhaps remember that in the case of the couth
tic ( ■ ■ t o • t ' tr

over the details of the licenc? after sealing operations had
beg - . < v ■ . . . '

'ly careful 1 •
it every tail o

between the Company and Government. In that case I would
: uggest for your ap.roval:-

’[e now inform Pierce-Butler that overnment a p?ees
to the issue oi the licences in principle, but the
detail s of t h •? c v ■ ft 1 i c c. ■:• c e s s I: o u Id be c o hs i d red
by the Company anc Government in oetail and agreed
bet) ti ’ Inal [ ral. I hav
in. 1 ■ ;*■ i ’t' conic be t ... cn 'j-ycr to

■ ■ Lrst op^ *t Lt an? lisci
11 ierce-Bui - *1 i

and an opportunity occurs:) on by ■’} rotector” and
p€ ■■ ■ ;■ if y •• ■ 1 ro 'it. He shoul
be there then.

do not sec any particular difficulties over delay
as they coula not start in the Colony until next
year and they have their licence for
In any event we shall have to fire, a
In the meantime Sec. 11.1.. has in

South i'eor
- Ung of

hand the one
of further scientific work in
shall have to V-of. around for
Colony.

South Georgia and w
< *

e should inform owe - as representative of the
>tha t it 1 ■

that wo are unable to renew the Company’s licence.

Inform Secretar^r of tate that we the

There is one final point. There is some
registration. ..e ins is tec on .registratio?; ol
qq} any as a s Lin c r ly in ;

d i 11‘ i c u 11y o v <•?
.' ' ’ ■ ■ ti ■

There would he
no particular difficulty over registration in pouth ieor ;i°
provided we ensure that revenue due from Pallia o' c scaling

- ' ony. si u It ’ particu]
yoinp to facilitate trarii-fer of ' .-sc. whaling to J.bion "i;:?".
But this remains to be resolved ano cues not o:r ert the omin
issue on this file provided . - ■
Cora] ■ - ; - ' ■ < ‘ ■ outh I • ? o i- ley • ■

iU

t i . ] •' m tl ■ [uestioi ; ■ r er o

( . 7) • • ■ ■ .’. t ■■ 1 t i he air.



Decode.
TELEGRAM.

From COLONIAL SECRETARY

To......:................DLUlIISTRATIVli..0EN10SR, . SOUTH GEORGIA

Despatched:

Received:

15tli May,

• ••••- • • y

19 56 Time: 15OO

19 Time:• • • • • •

CO' VIDEI7TIAL.

Your Confidential telegram No.18.

Albion Star Company. Grateful to

know what re-registration position is.

SECRETARY

G.T.C.
AGD- /I MR



Decode.

Ko.273.
TELEGRAM,

From.........AD®HISTRA7IVE..OF^ICEKs...SOUTH GEORGIA

COLONIAL SECRETARYTo

Despatched:

Received:

21st Hay,

22nd Hay,

19 5'S Time : 1940

19 56 Time .1000

I AR

CONFIDENTIAL.

Ngu,81* Your confident ial_ t elegrm I To. 38.

Albion Star Company. Before Butler sated for the
United Kingdom on April the 10th he was under the impression
that Ryan had taken all necessary action to transfer Pesca
to Albion Star. Butler will no doubt pursue matter when
he ar. ives in London.

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER

/
/
/



Decode.
TELEGRAM SENT.

From GOVERNOR to SECRETARY OF STATE.

Despatched: 31.5.56. Time: 1200 Received: : Time:

CONFIDENTIAL. </

No: 102. Your telegram-No: 54. Albion Star Coripany.

Company have now submitted formal application for

licence and I should be grateful if following may be

conveyed to Pierce Butler c/o Wm. Brandt’s Sons & Com any,

36 Fenchurch Street, London. Begins: -

Falkland Islands Government are prepared to

grant sealing licence on basis of conditions laid down

in Colonial Office letter YAF/16.21/529/01 of 8th October

1955 provided Albion Star Conpany is registered either in

Stanley or South Georgia. Government wishes however to

discuss details of draf t licence with you. or other

authorised representative before licence is finally

approved and issued. It is suggested that convenient

opportunity would be when you return to South Georgia or

alternatively Governor may have opportunity to discuss with

you in August this year in London. It is assumed you will

not be in a position to begin sealing in Falklands this

season but if you do there would be no objection to you

• doing so in advance of final issue of licence on basis

of terms and c onditions already conveyed to you provided

registration of your Company is transferred to Stanley or

South Georgia before operations begin. ends.

GTC : PT.

" i
Copy to file D/28/47/139



OU'iT j » £

0497/IV.

18th : ay, 56.

Sir,
" 0 t.( • / ■/) ? j am directed to refer to your letter of lUth

February, 1956> in connexion with the assets of the
South Atlantic Sealing Company, Limited.

2. Your interest in endeavouring to preserve the
assets of the company and your attempts to dispose of
them to the best advantare of the Colonial ■•development
Corporation and the Colony have been greatly appreciated
by Government and your proposal with regard to reserving
the sealing licence has been very carefully considered*

3. Government has, however, decided to make other
arrangements and intends to enter into an agreement with
another concern for the exploitation of the sealing
resources of the Falkland Islands. In these circumstances
therefore it is regretted that Government is unable to
issue a new licence or revoke the cancellation of the
previous licence issued to the South Atlantic Sealing
Company,

Z|. It is appreciated that the delay in replying
to your letter under reference will have caused you
some inconvenience, but Government has only very
recently been in a position to provide you with a
definite answer.

I am,
Sir,

Your obedient servant,

(Sgd) A.G. Denton-Thompscn

Colonial Secretary.

E.G. Rowe, Esq,,
Agent, South Atlantic Sealing Company, Ltd. ,

c/o The British lub,
fOMTEVILEO.

AW/OrH.
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TELEGRAM.

N0.3L1.3.
From.... ........................................................B.QUu.'ii.. G_ ;l .\GIA

To COLONIAL SDCBZTABY . .......  

Despatched:

Received:
30th June,
1st July,

19 56 Time-. ^h5

29 56 Time : 00^5

P?IO?ITY.

I assume Butler ".ill be returning shortly before
the commencement of the whaling season on October 1st
but regret nobody locally is able to confirm this.

ad: .ini stpaiiv.; o??ice

A.

L/L
I MR

J



rJ 0137/A

1Jth July, 56.

Sir,

I am directed to confirm the following teleiiru^ .
that was x^ccently despatched to you thrL»ugTi ‘ the colonial
Oil ice in connexion with the px^oposeu gx'ont to the
Albion Stax* company of Sealing licences lox* the colony
or the FalkluDa lelanub ana the Dependency of Couth
Georgia*

"Falkland islands over;, ent art prepared to grant
scaling licence on basis of conditions laid down
in Colonial uxiice jet,lfir A-7-s'i/J,°~
October, provided Albioi; tar Cdinpu.y is
registered either in . tenley or South Gt.oi’gia*
Government wishes however to discuss details of
ureft licence with you ox* other authorised
representative before licence is finally approved
anG issued* t ii su.._ jcs<.eu that ctrivcuient
opportunity would be wiK.n you x\ turn to . outh
Georgia or- alternatively ••ovu’wax may have
o- . ortunity to aisuuss v. x th you xu jsugust this
year in Lona 0 a* it 1g as. l_-..cg y.,u will ..ot be
Xii U pOC-.bXCxi; Lu JO,. 1a« bWili'uj X... ; U .L iLl □ _ix-. ti tliXS
.. cason but i.i you go xa r. w^ula bt as objection
to you doing so in o civ u Ace ox xlj.ul Issue of
licence on basis oi t< ?:x axe cun., it ions already
conveyed tx you ; r-oviucv. regieu?ution of your
company is traume.-iw to tuuley or outh
Guox,;iu bufore opcru11 uit ue in* •

Q>O —' (z5-x 2* I enclose copies 0.1 Uro licences in urait xox’:;
that have been drawn up t“e . ovliu ..jeiit • They h.>vc
received the approval oi the . GC.etary ol viate g. c. his
i’cicntiiic Advisers* t is cons^c.ered that the liceiii.es
should be discussed in uctuii between the x’e*. rose
oi' your (;ohfjt-uny tuxi the .xr^lnistrativc ieeig. euth
Georgia, prior to their issue*

3* ‘J he oate upon which these licences come int!
efxect V’ill of course depenu upon whe your coL:. uiy Z’
lax xias to bd in sealing operations in the ulfland^
lalanao in the case 01 the colony licence and the c/bte
upon which it makes the ■.ccessary arraagem<. xs to / 7Z ,:^x-
the licence at present hole by componio ^riynitinu Zea
to the Albion ..tar company in the cast 01 the ■ e. t-.oy
ox' Louth Goergia* in this connexion xrverir■ent .'Zale'
welcome further information as to when the Albion 1 tar
Company intends to proceed with the- coaling _■...'..-jcct in x.g.
Falkland islands and the transfer of the sealing licence '
of coffipani^ jrgentina de aesca*

Z|.* m conclusion I am to inform you that :1a
Excellency the Gove.rnox‘ will be i:. the united if .com J
from 23th July, to the enu 01 ..-ugust end will de ready
to uiscuss the project with you* Kit; ac-uress vzi.il be*-

36, £i.x'g.y 11 1. cad,
.f' 1 ■ •’ , d ♦

Lt*Col* A.: • iorue—;UtlCi.?
c/o uilliu. Brandt . ons c

encl iurch tree t,
iDT/V® LOlJjG. *

I am,
i‘ir,

Your obedient aex*v ,nt,

(dgdj ZUk ‘horugjon
/ <

liceiii.es


F COLONY OF THE FALKLAND ISLANDS

SEALING- LICENCE♦

A licence under section 5 °f ’th® Seal Fishery Ordinance (Cap,62), is
hereby granted to the Albion Star Company, Limited, (hereinafter referred to as
the licensee) to take seals mentioned herein and subject to the following terms
and conditions: -

1. This licence shall be in force for fifteen years from the
day of ,195 t and shall be an exclusive licence for the
Falkland Islands, except those areas specified in the Schedule hereto, so long
as it remains valid.

2. An annual Licence Fee of £200 shall be paid in advance to the
Colonial Treasurer on the day of in each year.

3. This licence shall be valid in the Falkland Islands, except those
areas specified in the Schedule hereto, for the talcing of sea lions, elephant
seals and leopard seals only:

Provided that the licensee may,.with the consent of the landlord,
enter upon the areas specified in the Schedule hereto for the purpose of talcing
sea lions, elephant seals and leopard seals.

4. Not more than 9,000 sea lions and not more than 1,000 elephant
seals shall be killed in any one season in the Falkland Islands.

5. The quota specified in clause 4 hereof, may be reviewed annually
by the Governor and as a result of such review may be revised; provided,
however, that any revision of the quota shall be subject to the general
principle that there shall be no reduction unless technical and scientific
advice tendered to the G-overnor renders such reduction advisable and n:-.. .

6. Sea lions shall be killed only between the 1st May and the 30th
September in each year.

7 • No male sea lion of less than 72 inches in length, measured in a
direct line from nose to tail, shall be killed.

8. At least 10% of the adult male sea lions over 72 inches in length
shall ibe left alive at each rookery:.

Provided that the number of adult male sea lions over 72 inches in
length so left alive at the first killing in accordance with this section shall
not be progressively reduced on any subsequent visit or visits to the same
rookery during any one season.

9. Elephant seals shall be killed only between the 1st November and
the l^th January next following.

10• No male elephant seal of less than 152 inches (3.9 metres) in total
length shall be killed.

At least 20% of the adult male elephant seals over 152 inches (3.9
metres) in total length shall be left alive at each rookery:

Provided that the number of adult male elephant seals over I52 inches
(3.9 metres) in total length so left alive at the first killing in accordance
with this section shall not be progressively reduced on any subsequent visit or
visits to the same rookery during any one season.

12• killing or capturing of female sea lions or female elephant seals
must be avoided.



r » >

2 —

13 The killing or capturing of pupa or ycung seals ,ia prohibited.

leopard seals may be killed without restriction.

The licensee must ensure that seals are driven and kill erf in the most

14.

15.
humane way practicable. Seals must be shot and not clubbed to death.

16. . The whole carcass of every seal killed shall be utilised, so far as
possible, for the extraction of oil, meat and bone meal and/or other marketable
products.

17. The licensee shall render an accurate account annually and when
otherwise required of all seals taken and report and locate on the chart where
such seals were found in large numbers or rookeries or where others were observed.
This account to include the amount of oil and other products (separately)
obtained and such other reasonable information as may be required by Goverrn^nt.

18. One lower canine tooth of every 20th sea lion and elephant seal taken
must be collected and forwarded to the Colonial Secretary, Stanley. The
projecting part of the tooth to be cut off with a hacksaw at gum. level.

19.. The Governor may appoint a Seal Fishery Officer, who shall be fully
maintained (except for .salary) at the expense of the licensee on board any vessel
or vessels employed by the licensee, to ensuite that the provisions of the Seal
Fishery Ordinance (Cap. 62) or any regulations made thereunder and that the
conditions of this Licence are oanplied. with.

20. The licensee shall not employ local Falklani Islands labour without
the prior authority of the Governor.

21. The licensee shall pay to the Collector of Ousterns, export duty at
the rate in force from time to time during the currency of this Licence, '.1
seal oil <uid seal products other than seal oil which shall be obtained cr prci^cod
frera seals taken under this Licence, whether such seal oil or seal products oilier
than seal oil shall or shall not have been actually produced within the Colony or
the territorial waters thereof.

• *

221 This Licence is not transferable.

23. In the cose of a breach of any of the conditions of this Licence, or
any of ths provisions of ths Seal Fishery Ordinance (Cap.62) or of any regulation
made thereunder or any Ordinance or regulations amending or replacing the said
Ordinance or regulations, the Governor may, by notice in writing, sisnmarily revoke
this Licence, and thereupon all rights conferred ‘hereby <sc enjoyed hereunder shall
caosa aS from the date mentioned in such notice.

Dated this > 195

Colonial Secretary.



SCHEDULE .

EAST. RALKtANDS,

Lafonia and adjacent islands , excluding 1,000 acres Grown Reserve at
Bull Point.

Land on the North shore of Choiseul Sound.

Brenton Loch.

1,160 acres. Darwin Harbour.

160 acres, Port Harriet.

160 acres. Uranie Bay.

160 acres, West head of Bluff Cove.

160 acres. South-east arm of San Carlos.

160 acres. North shore of Port Sussex

Sea Lion Islands.

Horseshoe Bay (Whittington1.s Rincon) *

Teal Inlet (Evelyn Station).

Navy Point, Port Stanley.

VEST RZkLKLANDS.

Roy Cove including West Point, Bense, Rabbit and Hummock Islands.

Pebble Island.

160 acres. Kepple Island (Bold Point)

Packs1 s Port Howard including West Swan Island.

693 acres. White Rock, Port Howard,

160 acres. New Island (Cliff Peak),

100 acres. New Island (Ship Harbour)

SEAL RESERVES .

Elephant Jason Island.

Bird Island.

Volunteer Rocks.w

Beauchene Island.



FALIOAND ISLANDS.

DEPENDENCY OF SOUTH GEORGIA.

Sealing Licence.

A licence under section 5 of the Seal Fishery Ordinance (Cap. 62),
is hereby granted to the Albion Star Company, Limited, (hereinafter referred to
as the licensee) to take seal mentioned herein and subject to the following
terms and conditions: -

1, This licence shall be in force for fifteen years from the
day of , 195 , ^d shall be an exclusive licence for the
Dependency of South Georgia, so long as it remains valid,

2, An annual Licence Fee of £100 shall be paid in advance to the
Colonial Treasurer, Stanley, Falkland Islands, or to the Administrative Officer,
King Edward Cove, South Georgia, on the day of
in each year,

3. This licence shall be valid in the Dependency of South Georgia for
elephant seal only.

4. Not more than 6,000 elephant seal shall be killed in any one season
in the Dependency of South Georgia.

5. The quota specified in clause 4 hereof, may be reviewed annually
by the Governor and as a result of such review may be revised; provided,
however, that any revision of the quota shall be subject to the general
principle that there shall be no reduction unless technical and scientific
advice tendered to the Governor renders such reduction advisable and necessary.

6. The number of elephant seals taken from each of the Sealing
Divisions specified in the Schedule hereto during any one season shall be at
the discretion of the Administrative Officer, South Georgia:

Provided that the number shall not exceed 6,000 in the aggregate,

7 • Elephant seals shall be killed only betwen the 1st March and the
3Qth November in each year.

8, No male elephant seal of less than 152 inches (3-9 metres) in total
length shall be killed.

9# At least 20% of the adult male elephant seals over I52 inches (3.9
metres) in total length shall be left alive at each rookery

Provided that the number of adult male elephant seals over 152 inches
(3.9 metres) in total length so left alive in accordance with this section at the
first killing shall not be progressively reduced on any subsequent visit or visits
to the same rookery during any one season.

101 The killing or capturing of female elephant seals must be avoided.

11. The killing or capturing of pups or young elephant seals or Weddell1 s
seal’s is prohibited.

12, The licensee must ensure that elephant seals are driven and killed in
the most humane way practicable. Seals must be shot and not clubbed to death,

1J. The whole carcass of every elephant seal killed shall be utilised, so
far as possible, for the extraction of oil, meat and bone meal and/or other
marketable products.



- 2 -

14* The licensee shall render an accurate account annually and when
otherwise required of all qlephant seals taken and report and locate on the
chart where such elephant seals were found in large numbers or rookeries or
where others were observed. This account to include the amount of oil and
other products (separately) obtained and such other reasonable information as
may be required by Government,

15. One lower canine tooth of every 20th elephant seal taken must be
collected and forwarded to the Administrative Officer, South Georgia. The
projecting part of the tooth to be out off with a hacksaw at gum level.

16. The Governor may appoint a Seal Fishery Officer, who shall be fully
maintained (except for salary) c^t the expense of the licensee on board any
vessel or vessels employed by the licensee, to ensure that the provisions of
the Seal Fishery Ordinance (Cap.62) or any regulations made thereunder and that
the conditions of this Licence are complied with.

17. The licensee shall not employ local Falkland Islands labour without
the prior authority of the Governor.

18, The licensee shall pay to the Collector of Customs, Stanley, Falkland
Islands or to the Administrative Officer, South Georgia, export duty at the rate
in force from time to time during the currency of this licence, upon all seal oil
and seal products other than seal oil which shall be obtained or produced from
elephant seals taken under this Licence, whether such seal oil or seal products
other than seal oil shall or shall not have been actually produced within the
Dependency of South Georgia or the territorial waters thereof.

19. This licence is not transferable.

20. In the case of a breach of any of the conditions of this Lie/.;;-?..-
or any of the provisions of the Seal Fishery Ordinance (Cap.62) or of a/../
regulations made thereunder or any Ordinance or regulations amending or replacing
the said Ordinance or regulations, the Governor may, by notice in writing,
summarily revoke this Licence, and thereupon all rights conferred hereby or
enjoyed hereunder shall cease as from the date mentioned in such notice.

Dated this day of , 195 •

Colonial Secretary

, or
Administrative Officer.

SCHEDULE.

Sealing Divisions,

Division I. e Cape Nunes to Cape North excluding Willis and Bird Islands.

Division II. Cape Buller to Cape Saunders including Prince Olaf Harbour but
excluding Leith Harbour, Stromness Harbour and Husvik Harbour.

Division.nl* Larsen Point to Cape Disappointment excluding the reserve at
Dartmouth Point to East Cumberland Bay.

Division IV. Cape Disappointment to Cape Nunos
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TELEGRAM.

From OFFICE AT’QnPTfWG hl7. gov a : ' 2?.

To WINIST TjV ■ optics SOUTH GOORGI .

Despatched: 21st July 1 3o

Received:

19 Time : 0930

19 Time : •

No: 129* Sealing.

Government has agreed in principle to issue of a

sealing licence for the p .island Islands to the ..Ibion Star

Oompany. It has also approved in principle the transfer of

the present sealing licence for South Georgia held by Pesca

to Albion Star. In both cases issue of lie nee is 

contingent upon . Albion Star being registered either in

South Georgia or Stanley. Draft licences vzbich have been 

approved by Seer tary of State have been sent to Pi .roc Butler,

copies will be forwarded to you at earliest opportunit, . Idea

is that they should be discussed in detail either between: -

(a) Governor and Pierce Butler in United Kingdom

(b) You and Pierce Butler in South Georgia, or

(c) Pierce Butler and nyself when I come down

to South Georgia later in the year.

We are anxious that details of the licences should

be agreed between Company and Government before issue. If

Pierce Butler has not been able to discuss in United Kingdom

with Governor, please go through the licences with him on his

ar?Sval in South Georgia and telegraph comments.

I would enr ha size Government will insist on Albion

Star being registered in Stanley or South Georgia as pre-

re oui.site to issue and t ransfer of licences.

GTC : PT
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TELEGRAM SENT.

From SECRETARY OF STATE to GOVERNOR

Despatched: 2.8.56. Time: 1245 Received: 2.8.56. Time: 1430

CONFIDENTIAL.
No: 118. c Your tel. No: 102. Following from Governor begins: -

Have seen Ryan and Butler. Because of difficulty with
Argentine Government Ryan would prefer sealing licence in respect
of South Georgia to issue this year in name of Argentina de Pesca.
I have agreed that licence for 1 year should be issued to Pesca and
that it should be made clear in covering letter that this licence
will not be renewed but similar licence will be issued for
remaining years in name of Albion Star Limited provided company is
registered in Falkland Islands or Dependencies.

Conpany does not propose to start sealing in the Colony
until the 1957/58 season by which time Albion Star Limited should be
registered. Arrangements in respect of Colony can therefore stand.
ends.

GTC : PT



to
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E0.3.

Origin-1 filed in D/32/117
Copy filedin D/9/U7

TELEGRAM.

From Q.o?^a^a. Argentina...de..A:;kSca.>.. ontevidoo

To Colonial. ..Secretary

Despatched: Ipth August>

Received: 9 th Augact,

19 56 Time 20

19 56 Time 09 Up

We beg to apply for license eiiploy up to seven
whol/ catchers next season also renewal sealing license
for 1957 season#

COAA/ITXA D3 ?ASC/:.
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TELEGRAM.

From OFFICER ADMINISTERING THE GOVERNIviENT.

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER, SOUTH GEORGIA.To

Despatched: 9th August 1956 19 Tvme' 1530

Received: • 19 Time: .

CONFIDENTIAL.
No: 137. G H

Pesca have applied for renewal of sealing licence for 1957
season. This has been approved but Governor has personally made it
clear to Ryan and Butler that it will not be renewed thereafter but
that similar licence based on draft referred to in my telegram No: 129
will he issued in future years to Albion Star Company provided latter
registers either in South Georgia or Falkland Islands Please make
this clear in writing to Company’s Manager in due course and confirm
by telegram when you have done so. For your own information Company
are unlikely to start sealing in the Colony until 1957/58 season.
Pesca have also applied for permission to use up to seven catchers
next whaling season and this has been granted.

GTC : PT original filed at O157/A/71
Copy filed at D/9/47/121



GOVERNMENT TELEGRAPH SERVICE

FALKLAND ISLANDS

SENT
Number Office of Origin Words Handed in at Date

9th August 19 5&

To
COMPANIA ARG-EDITINA DE PESCA, MONTEVIDEO

YOURTEL 4TH AUGUST STOP PERMISSION GRANTED USE SEVEN CATCHERS

ALSO REWAL SEALING LICENCE 1957 SEASON.

Time

SECRETARY.

Original filed at 0157/A/72
Copy filed at D/9/47/122

" ___ " D/32/47/90



GOVERNMENT TELEGRAPH SERVICE

Office of Origin

FALKLAND ISLANDS

SENT
Words Handed in at

.OF I(

J . • . . . • 01 • •• -

U • 1957 • ■' ■ ■

Til ad at '
C< >py Cilo6. at . A* /L~" i 2 T





Decode.
TELEGRAM,

No. 3U
From___ A&jiinisinative...Officer, Sort?. Geogria

To Colonial Secretary

Despatched: 5th September,

Received: Sth September,

19 56 Time : 2235

19 56 Time : 09 45

7/. No. 128: Your telegram No.137 confidential. Sealing
Licences for 1956 season were issued on 3rd September and
Manager has been informed in writing concerning the transfer
of present licence to Albion Star Company in accordance with
your above telegram.

ADLIINISTRATIVE ON rlCER

Copy filed in D/9/I4.7
" ” " L/32/^7

G-TC.PT
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No.168

TELEGRAM.

From A.cminis.trat.ive....C.f f i.cer., South-Geo r • ia

To Colonial Secretary

Despatched: 11 th Sept e. uber, 19 56 Time : 1715

Received: 12th September, 19 56 Time : 09 U5

IT o. 13 0 • Your telegram
that the permission to use

l.o, 1 ,3c * Grateful you confirm
seven catchers refers to the

195'5/57 season only and that the sealing licence is approved
for the 195■-> season only. Sealing licences were issued on
the 3rd Sept ember "'and sealing for this year will \md on the
30th November my terran ITo/r8 refers. \ .





Decode.
TELEGRAM.

COLONIAL SECRETARY.

To ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER, SOUTH GEORGIA.

Despatched . 20 th October 1956 19 Time : 1130

Received: 19 Time :

URGENT.

No: 165. Your telegram^Nail^O* Permission to use catchers refers to
1956/57 season* There is some misunderstanding over the question of the
sealing licence the resons for which I will explain when I come down*
Current sealing licence is of course approved and there is a commitment
for next year. We have now however just received application of Albion
Star Company for registration in South Georgia and this is in hand.
Consequently as soon as formalities are completed and agreement is
reached on the licence Albion Star will take over Pesca’s licence as
from the beginning of the next sealing season*

SECRETARY.

GTC : PT.



WIRE, Ho. Jy

Sealing Licences. 0157/A
D/32/U7

(^O-(wL'' Copies of Scaling Licences South Georgia and
Falkland Islands attached

.-■eSnse^^^ on receipt of Administrative Officer’s telegram
7 No. IJOjghich reads

"Your telegram No. 136. Grateful you confirm that
the permission to use seven catchers refers to
the 1956/57 season only a.ne that the sealing
licence is approved for the 1956 season only.
Sealing licences were issued on the 3rd
September and sealing for this year will end
on the JOth November my telegram lie. 128 refers."

Hon. Colonial secretary cent in reply 

"No. 165» Yonr telegram Ho. 13C. h^rmission to
use ''catchers rexere to' 1'956/57 scason. There ie
some misuncu rstanoing over the Question of the
sealing licence the reasons xor which I will
explain when j come down. Current sealing licence
is 01 course approved and there is a commitment
for next year. e have now however just received
application of Albion tar Company for registration
in South Georgia ano this is in hand. Conse­
quently as soon as formalities arc completed and
agreement is reached 021 the licence nibion Star
will take over Pesca’s licence as from the
beginning of the next sealing reason."



TELEGRAM.

Qare Brandtsons^ London.

Excellencythe Governor.

Despatched: g^h December, 56 1 Wie 1325

Received: ythrDecember, 19 56 7WO9OO

Much regret to learn of disturbances caused
Grytviken "by crew steamer "Harpon" please accept
my sincere apologies for trouble caused magistrate.
Taking all steps to punish offending crew members
and will prohibit their return to South Georgia.
You will i?ealise our tr nsporting programme makes
it necessary for us to continue voyages "Harpon",
’’Conquistador" Buenos Aires, South Georgia but
will see that all necessary precautionsare taken
avoiding further trouble our vessels^flfeanwhile
negotiating outright sale of Pesca Factory to
Albion Star on the understanding you will agree
transfer lease sealing and whaling licence at end
of^r e s ent s e as on.

RYAN,

CARB BRANDTSONS,

LONDON.



Decode. copy. -fuKef •- j}|a^jin
TELEGRAM SENT.

From SECRETARY OF STATE to GOVERNOR

Despatched: 13.12. 56 Time: 2350 Received :1U.12. 56 Time : 0930

PRIORITY

SECRET

No: 186. Your telegram No: 27U

Ryan was sent for and interviewed with following results
(a) Chief Officer and crew Harpon will be dismissed.
(b) In future all transports will be searched for liquor

before leaving Argentine.
(c) Ryan agreed that sealing and whaling concessions should

be withdrawn from Pesca and given to Albion Star Company.
I understand in a telegram to you that he has already
asked permission for sealing and whaling licences for next
season to be transferred to Albion Star Company. He is
instructing Pesca ?‘anager to apply again for transfer of
licences®

(d) Ryan also agreed that if licences ’..ere transferred to
Albion Star Company he would do his utmost to man the
transports with British or Scandinanvian crews but he
could no guarantee full British or Scandinavian crews
for next season.

2. For your information Ryan hopes to visit South Georgia
sometime in January.

Cypher ’E’ : PT
Typed MF



* 2.

Comments on the Albion Star Sealing Licences

South Georgia Licence.

flippers then the position is approximately the same as on the previous 

licences

year classes from the possible seals. If it means nose to tip of hind 

Para. 8. If ’’total length” means nose to tail it removes the I - V 

Para. 9* In South Georgia the beaches are generally visited for the

first time before the rookeries have formed. Hence a beach which later

may accomodate 500 cows will perhaps have only five bulls on it at the

first visit. This would mean that the survival group not to be progress­

ively reduced would number one. The problem is very difficult to tackle.

The ideal solution would be to leave a constant and adequate proportion

of bulls to cows, but this is hardly practicable as the sealers have

neither the time nor the inclination to count the cows. In the absence

of direct supervision the gunners would almost certainly ignore this clause.

Para. 10. This would perhaps be better if it read "The killing or capturing

of female elephant seals is prohibited” instead of ” must be avoided”.

Para. 13. Albion Star could not carry out these requirments without 

purchasing a floating factory.

Para 16. Could this be made to read " Seal Fishery Officer or Officers,”

as in the event of a large number of catchers being used one Officer

would not be able to provide adequate supervision.

Schedule.

Division II. Cape Buller to Cape Saunders does not include Leith, Stromness

or Husvik as these are on the Division III side of Cape Saunders.

Division III. The reserve should be described more exactly. I suggest

"  the reserve at Dartmouth Point, that is, from the western limit

of the Nordenskjbld Glacier to the eastern limit of the Harker Glacier.”

(The second "to” in this sentence is surely an error for "in").



Falkland Licence

Para. 9« The season suggested is the period at which the seals could

he expected to be in the worst condition. Probably the sealers would

do as much of the sealing as possible early in November, when they would

cause the greatest disturbance to the breeding cows. (Assuming that the

breeding season is much the same as in South Georgia.)

Paras. 10, 11, 12. As for South Georgia Licence.

Para. 14« Is no protection at all to be offered to the Falkland leopard

seal?

Paras. 16, 1?. As for South Georgia Licence.



c.-. -.iaue xor eicclu^iv ..• licence v,.. u.. •. c.?ta.ce
pelagic . . ii 1 . . . . .

Co. n-‘ asce-J that o; •.'!<.iiono i’?r - ’C.o rs
Government has taken no action with

regard to this question.
thrsc-c iuL- u . ..Ct.. iicc' c- t - c c/v .r.



The following amendments should be noted:-

(A) South Georgia, Clause 1. This clause should read
’’This licence shall be in force for 15 years from the 1st day
of T’arch 1957 and shall be an exclusive licence for the
Dependency of South Georgia so long as it remains valid.”

Clouse 2. The annual licence fee
1st day of March of each year.

should fall due on. the

Clause 8
follows

This clause should be amended to read as 

"No /ale elephant seal of less than 152 inches (3.9 metres)
in total length shall be killed. For the purpose of this clause
total length shall be defined as being measurement from nose to
tip of hind flippers. ”

Clause 9. Both the Company and the Sealing Inspector have
represented that the figure of 20% of the adult male elephant
seals to be left alive at each rookery shall be reduced to the
current fig ;re of 10%, this is being referred to the Secretary
of State for the advice of his Scientific Advisors.

Clause 10. This clause should be amended to real as follows

"The killing or capturing of female elephant seals is prohibited"

Clause 11. This should be amended to read as follows

"The killing or capturing of pups, young elephant seals,
vzeddell seals and fur seals is prohibited.’’

Clause 16. This clause sho Id be nded so as to provide
that the Governor "may appoint up to two Seal fishery Officers."

The Schedule. The definition of division 2 should just
read:-

"Cape Bugler to Cape Saunders".

Division 5. Definition should'be amended to read as follows

"Larsen Point to Cape Disappointment excluding the reserve
at Dartmouth Point, that is,from thevestern limit of the Norden-
skjold Glazier to the eastern limit of Harker Glazier.

(B) Colony Licences, Clause 1. This should be filled in
to provide that the licence shall be in force for 15 years from
the 1st day of May 1957.

Clause 2. Should be filled in so as to provide annual licence
fee of £200 shall fall due on the 1st day of June in each year.

Clause 6. The Company have representated that the killing­
period should be amended to the 1st of June - 15th Se.tember in
each year. It has been proposed to the Secretary of State, for
the advice of his Scientific Advisors, that the period should be
1st of June to the 30th September so as to give them little
leeway.

Clause 9. This clause should be amended so as to provide that
elephant seals shall be killed between the 1st June and the 30th
September in each year so as to combine it with the sea lion
killing period. This point has been referred to the Secretary
of State for advice.



Clause 10. This clause should he amended to read ”no
male elephant seal of less than 152 inches (3-9 metres) in
total length shall he killed. For the purpose of this clause
total length shall be defined as being the measurement from
nose to the tip of hind flippers.”

01; use 11. Representations are being made to the -Secretary
of State that the figure of 20% of the adult male elephant seals
to be left alive at each rookery shall be reduced to 10%.

Clause 12. This clause should be amended to
killing or capturing of female sea lions or female
is prohibited. ”

read ’’the
elephant seal

Clause 13. This clause
killing or capturing of pups,
fur seals is prohibited."

should he amended to read "the
yound seals, wheddell seals or

Clause 1%. This clause
appointment of up to two seal

sho u1d be amen de d
fishery officers.

so as to provide for the

Note. Company have asked us to provide the wit) a marked
ma of the C lory showing the ar as int i tl ?y . lot
enter without the consent of an Adr. iral. Registrar should do
this job.



F. 1. ref: 0157/;
C. 0. ref:

SAVING TELEGRAM.

From: The Officer Administering the Government of the Falkland Islands.

To: The Secretary of State for the Colonies.

Date: 15 th January, 1957.

M’-llu SAVING. COLONY

Sealing T.icences.

?7 Your -.'avinyram '0.120 (Colony) of the 1.5th December, 195%
Sealing Licences.

The dr* ft Sealing Licences have nov beer discussed in detail
with the Mana er of the Corrpanla Ar. entina de Pesca in Grytviken,
who will be the Manager of the Albion Star Company (now registered
in South Georgia). They have alee reen discussed with the
Administrative Officer, South Geor ia, and r. Kigel Bonner,
Sealing Inspector. Two points of some it-. - o;itance have arisen as
a result of these discussions and I hould be grateful for further
advice.

(1) Clause 9 of the ./eocnduocy Licence ana ..-l.-?une 11 of
the Colony Licence.
The Company have pi'essed strongly for the retention of

the figure of 10/ and argue that they car sec no justification
for the substantial increase drum 10L to 205. This point was
referred to Mr. Bonner w o intimated t-at as a result of his gv/i?
season’s work and laving regard tc- ruch i n,. oryntion and previous
records as sre available, he ?-ar, Lie catirfiec that:-

(a) numbers are not be. 1 no :-c;jlively reduced ; the
present rate of killin ;

(b) that there is not a ficicr.l justification-for in-
creasing the ■ ■■;•■ e to 20; and that • ? ■ . c
servation aspects the present i “ure of 19/ is
quite satisfactory and adequate.

This, os ore of your Scientific Advisers has counted out,
is a mutter of considerable difficulty and Lt is certainly urn:
of I1;• ortance both to Government arc the Company. Having y
gard, however, to the vic s expressed by ' r. Bonner, T feel
that the exist in figure of 10/ should be retained unless the
arguments in favour of the higher -percent.:-<o arc still e rob
to be overwhelming.

() Colony Licence -.J'.kTlip/;. - ciT>.V( Cluv.;pyjeg

The draft Colony licence rroviden that sea Lb™
be killed only between the- 1st c.i* ?-uy arc the yOth of
in ■..-■ch ycox' (dense 6) and th. L ole...bant sm.ls r,;. ‘f j. ;■
crly LotVvCC’i- the Jst of ’io-veWcr .• •; the loin oi' da. .
f o 11 o w i ng (C1 a u s e 9 • ) ■

The , op net. ecr. the two ki/Tin-: ..x/ioot; has ocolB
v.-.7 ly-o/r t-.c- ■ oict oi' vie1.; rnn- . c cot • .B

c .. i; --icTcy. Lt will ;.ean n. I-:?. oi’ one ..urf; rctvcJH
sen li<m billing cried to . the ole. he nt reel r-<;..-iud dW
which stall arid shine will be idl.B
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This will undoubtedly have the effect of quite seriously
rec .cin, the economic potentialities of the project. Ar-
additional factor is that ■ r. Bonner has pointed out that
the killing period proposed in the- c: se of ole uh .•'.nt seels
is t’l. t in which tic seals couldh exp cted to be in their
worst condition and from all points of vie’.. y including
that of conservation, he advocates -an earlier season. I
have also sought trie • .d.vicc of r. ’hmalto’ r, a former
Govern?: ent Naturalist in the i'alk I a no Islands, and he also
holds the view that an earlier killing period. would be
desirable on concitici that the licence if., so woixied as
to pro v i de for < ?. d J u s t me nt if, 1 ■ • the 1 i;• • ,h t o i' c x e r .1 e n c c,
some adjustment of periods ■ -i-'c. ..h ’.ch the seals esn be
killed is found to be desirable,

i ■ ’ .to ■ • •.
period 1st of June t<. nic Sertb’■ . ? cA e .ch w • w in respect
of both sea lione :’.nd elect rt c/'-.j-:. ’I’rls J be a
prelune to i he couth dcp-rc ': r:-. when the” ;•:-.■• cpjJy.
operate from mid September to ‘ c 30th of ' c vcpbcr and crews
could be transf erred frerr: the :'.w..L'.ncc to South cr, ia.

Tn the civetu:st ances T she 1 ver,” / >• fcJ if the
vie s of .our Sc lent if to Adviocrc obtained cc the
possibility of amending the drc: t Colon:; licences c,. as to
cnovice th; t L oth sea lions a: < c-lc ' nt co; lr- ; - y be taker.
urinp the • cri 1st of to t?.: f/t. jp :'eptc: i?<r

of each year, subje ct t- adju-V ... ’t i;. lew needs of ro-
tcctior anc conservuti. n r -.xgc seen .en aG...ur,t: -,-r.t reocr.oar.y.

oovp:b ”or 1 s w ?jty.

ADT/0



Ref ’ 13/3/56

SAVING T INGRAM.

From: The Officer Administering the Government of the Falkland Islands.

To: The Secretary of State for the Colonics.

1st Feteuaxy 1957

9

Seal Investigations md Xvwectoratcu South Georgia 

lour telegram EBI .? * 257 of the 21st Pec&abor 1956 rnd
pluvious carrespon^^ncc on the suh^-c-ot of the appoint-ont of r
biologist to undertok - further seal investigations in -/outh. Georgia
refers.

2. I have seen Hr. Higpl Bonner personally ore. discussed with
him hre season’s work are, in outline, his ideas as to tho future
progrmaae- I am not in a position of courcc to anticipate his final
recomwC-ations and those of your cicntific revreors but, from v»iiat
•re Bonner has told me, it seems xjuite clear th t there is a strong
cree for follow-up scientific writ: next season.

3* In addition, from the point of view of th? filing industry,
it ic-3 iwortant that we should hare a Gelling Inspector who c.r-i he
relied upon by (k^wrment, who has th. confidence and reject of the
whaling ccciy-nies and sealers ana who is interested in and cons.rnoct
Tilth the conservation aspects. P.- on reports ore dissu.. sions I have
had in South Georgia I aza satisfied that Hr. Benner has carried cut
his duties in this rereoct in a thoroughly competent n&nner.

4* Ao it is apparently also the view of your cientifio Advisers
that in any event a fortho?? s :ascnf s v?ork v.ovld he profitable, I cn
anxious, in order to ensure continuity in the. seal iinzestaxations, at
the same time n?k.ing certain of the servicos of s r-•liable and
cxporicnocd gosling Injector, to cxkleavoLW to inak? c _rly areung;--^nt5j
for hi". Isomer to return to South Georgia Later in th y are I lure
also in mind the long term prospect of possibly utilising his s-arvicoo
if and wfei the - Ibion , t?.r Cc^jany begin sce±hig in the Falkland Islands.

5* I havo tantatively dir-casaed Tilth Hr. Ikmor the possibility.-
of a further season* s wxk in South Georgia. He infox'oed -~xi that lie v;us
^tteicted by ths idea but point.??, out that having recently got rereded
he wuld find it diiTieult to conto--plata a further tempor:uy tJ.prx3in.t.ic:j.t
unless ho could be assured of increase in his cwlviacnts. I feel
thare is 3OE2O force in Ms arguments and in any event I shall be mtoittin
proposals, in c01xi02d.cn tt!th the 1957/58 estimates, for a revision of
salaries in South Georgia y/hich, if •; e are to mintedn cssentio.l services
and to continue to recruit teolsilcul end scientific staff sucto as mr-les
eperatoi’s and mateorologicril officers, has nov; I afraid bceoma quite
inevitable. Conoe-jraontly an adjustsant in Ms n a:c, in lus oapaci-ly re
ie&ling Inspector, would be in keying with pro>?osor.?. ilncrcasoi? Fi-: can
of other Govorraaent staff in South Georgia.

c01xi02d.cn


(->• l&z* Bonner Trill to rcturnixig to tho United Klngdoa in
April or early May to v/ark up results mxl r.ill bo retained for
this purpose in the usual mrmer and on ‘who usual terns and
conditions on -‘die advice of the ’’cientific Bureau. In tto
circussta^ses outlined above, to. -evor, and unless you see any
objection, I • iwom tc offer hto a contract for a further period
of w± on the sane conditions and at the midrm. of the scale
CX&O p*a. all found) but vjith an additional alloxvance of £330 p.€u
in respect of residential .soxviae in South Georgia as Sealing
Inspector. £his arrangem^t wuld provide Mr. Bonner vjith. a
reasonable increase in hi.s cmlunsents, vhich wuld bo in ksepihg
vzith his additional reapcnMbilities as ;•■ baling Inspector, bit
wuld not give rise to complications vis *a vis other scxentific
staff such at* glaciologists <k> ore employed cm the * .€5iC>’
7a. scale and vho are paid at that rate plus 15/~d* per day vzhilc
writing w their x^s-lts in tho United Kingdo?:.

1 also intend io iaato airangeeaents, if’ possible, for
Mr. toiKisx4 s •i/id'a to acccspat^y him and for mrriod aoco;,7Eo o.tion,
if available, to be pxovided at the Point in C-xytviken.

Origaal filed at D/_
Copies to: 0157/19

FIDS p/:



It is requested
that^^iny refer-
enceq^feis meino-
randuurthe above
number and the
date may be quoted.

From:

MEMORANDUM.

20 th February 19 57

WOT

Officer Administering the- GovcrnnMszrU’ The Registrar.

Stanley, Falkland Islands.

Subject

You will remember* that some time in 1955 you drew up a
list of scheduled areas for the draft sealing licence applied for
by Pesca for operations in the Fallcland Islands.

If I remember correctly you said at the time that it was
practically impossible to pin down with exactitude tl.e position of
many of these scheduled areas. Mr. Pierce Butler Ms asked: -

(1) Wether Government could let him have a map
showing at least the approximate position of
these localities, and

(2) V/hether Government would be prepared to seek
and obtain the permission of the farms concerned
for the Company to enter the areas and take seals.

I don’t know how far we can go fo meet this request but
the first move is obviously to txy and got on to a map as much
information as we have got. I am sorry to have to burden you with

this but I don’t know of anybody else who could do it. I have in
mind that we sliould have something ready for Pierce Butler by the
time he arrives here from South Georgia on or about the 30 th April.

AGET/4>T



To: —
Director of Civil Aviation. V

Aerial Plotting of Seal Rookeries.

As you mty be aware, Government and the Albion Star Coup any
(now registered in South G-eorgia) are negotiating over the issue to the
latter of an exclusive sealing licence for the Falkland Islands. It is
possible (but I must emphasise that the matter is still very much in the
tar) that the Company will begin operations in 1958 although they have
applied for a licence to take effect from the 1st June of this year.

• One of the^ points that has arisen is that of obtaining detailed
information about seal rookeries and Mr. Pierce Butler, Pesca* s manager at
G-rytviken, who will probably be running the business, has enquired whether
it will be possible for some aerial plotting df the rookeries to be done on
behalf of the Coup any.

Assuming of course that something could be done without in any way
contravening safety regulations or endangering the aircraft, the best thing
would be for the Conpany to charter a Beaver for J or 4 days, perhaps a
week. This is .a matter which the XJonpary would have to decide but I
should be glad to know:-

V v "... ,

(a) Whether it would be possible having regard to safety
factoi^, and

(b) What sort of charter price might be specified.

In the meantime it occurred to me that the pilots might be able
to accumulate a certain amount of th£$» information in the course of their
ordinary flights without going very far out of their way or incurring too
much additional expenditure. I should be glad if you would look into the
possibility and let me have your comments. Dr. Hamilton would, I think,
very readily give you any information you might require on the locality of
existing rookeries which are known.

20th February 1957*

AGDT/PT





To:

Mr. H. L. Bound, Income Tax Officn

The Albion Star Company at South Georgia are proposing to
start sealing operations in 1958. They have been told that tliey would
get an exclusive licence and the matter has been approved by Executive
Council.

They have enquired, however, whether or not Government might
consider allowing them to operate for the first 12 months tax’free. I
assume any profit made as a result of sealing in the Falkland Islands
would be subject to our income tax as the Company is registered in South
Georgia. Another or additional way we could do it would be to waive
the condition of the licence which subjects the Company to pay—the duty
on seal oil although in fact the seals will be drawn off the beaches and
will be processed on a factory ship outside territorial waters.

The first point to consider, however, is a waiver of taxation
for the first year’s operations and this would have to go to Executive
Council. Would you please comment on this proposal and let me have the
references and relav^nt information on which I can base an Executive
Council memorandum.

Oz.kG.

20th February 1957

AGDT/PT
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TELEGRAM SEMT.

%
From SECRETARY OF STATE to GOVERNOR

Despatched: 13.3.57 Time: 1055 Received: Time: qc.qq,

No: 35. v L 1-<°

8 e al in j L i c er- c e •
FQazzG. ?

Have consulted ( ? ) British - .useura and Jr. Laus.
- 0 str n£ b jecti seen b^, , ion A1 period.
January 1st to September 30th for both sea li ns and elephants.

2. Bull residue position not so easy to reduce size of
hare: 1 which in 1951 and 195d 'hen seen by hi. 1 was dangerously
hiyh and h,~ doubts, whether Bonners studies enable hi; a to errpress
reliable opinions on this asj ct\ He would, rather await
discussions wit?. t nner before pivin-j difinite op ini n on
proposed increased tarinp of bull^.

3. Fraser agrees with .lilt-m on killirr period and is
unable t advise on th. bull re si du...

CtTO:FBR
±pf-d i.IF
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Gowrranent House u

Falkland Islands.

IJth April 1957

I have to rafcr to our discussions on Ve&iowtoy,
10th April,, oxi the subject of sc fling licences in out?; Georgia
and the Colory.

I informed you and now confirm. that with regard io the
Colony licence for too Albion Star Company Limited, which is ziow
under consideration, the fcoretaiy of .-;tot<; has agreed that
there wuld be no obj .cticn to the bon; • ryr op.z'at.tog in Colony
waters in respect of both sea lions and elephant seals during
the period 1^ dune to too JO th Sep? :to-.-r. The licence will
bo emended accordingly.

I inf creed you also that toe to oratory of ’toto. on
the advice of his scientific advisors, hto raiseb objections 'to
the proposal that the figure of 10/ in r?speot of th.; percentage
of the adult male elephant seeds that rcust bo left alive on the
beaches :hould be reieined.

I informed you that X proposed to make further
rcproscntotioiis to the Secretary of I .tube to toe effect that
this figure should not bo ircr us ..cl to 20/ until such • •_ tine
as scientific evidence points conclusively to the desirability
of increasing tiio percentage.

i> O cLi-SCxiiSfiCC;, also m1X-; C i uXOH O.i uc.Us_ C-'j3...p 2LX2
respect of the first too or three seasons1 operations in FcJxlaad
Islands v/aters and I informed you tliat too matter vzovld be
sutaitted foi* the considera tion of dsoecutivc Council os soon as
this Govszmfleat i;> assured and is provided with evidence that toe
Albion Star Corjiijony seriously proposes to procec 1 rrith the project.

There are too further matters to which X toink it
desirable your Coneany sliould . ivc urgent consideration.
According to the latest official advice available to this Govemmont
it is your Compary* s intention to cor.snence sealing in ral land
Islands ^?aters in 1957- 3bu did, liovawer, advise mo recently
in South Georgia that it was unliloely that the Ibion ' tor

/i/ould be £.'

Colonel K. S. Pierce-Butler
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would be iix a position to begin. until 1958. In We
circuxnstances Goverment would be quite pi/ep/.x-ed to hold
open the option of an exclusive licence until -the end of
1958 but I trust you will appreciate that then-; would be
serious difficulties in the ay of* continuing this concession
and it is in feet doubtful whether Governmont could sec its
way to holding open the option boyonc the 1>58 season. In
the circumstances I should be ;/rch obliged if you would
inform this Govor^oent of your Company’s intentions.

i’he second point of some imp or-bonce is thc.t of
carcase utilise, bion. You will appreciate th .t in the: draft
dependencies licence the principle 0/ rrxdjmmi utilization of
the seal awcas■: has been incorporated. i similar px-ovision
has been incorporated in the draf t Colony licence. You will
apx^reciato, of course, that it is tliis Govermricnt1 .-.• responsibility
to ensure that the economic potentialities of both 1) n^endm'icios
and the Colony are exploited to the full and with viwm
efficiency. In Government* 3 view it is essential th .t v/ry
much more serious consideration should be given by the llbion
btar CanK>&^y tlian has hitherto been given by tlie Conp^ry
Argentina do Pesca to the question of whole carcase disposals
and I should be vezy gLid if you would be good enough to
inform me as soon as possible what steps the ilbion Star
CoEioany proposes to take to ensure tlx?/*; in fact seal carcases
are utilised to the xaaxixTum.

1 am, Sir,
Your obedient servant.

.G-DT/P:

Original filed at 0157/A,
Copy filed in D/3/56/,”7



fief! 0157/A«U' T.-3C '•*•*rs

26th dpril, 1957

/

a;;? enclosing for your infoimation copies of two / 1 $ f
savtogr^ms 1 have sent to the Secretary of State in connexion I ‘ I
rd th Nigel Bonner’s work in South Georgia. K I '

I won’t bother you with dctrJllj and Nigel Bonner will
no doubt discuss his rcpoi't with you, at the same time explaining
where he and Laws differ with regard to the* suggestion that lias come
from Laws to the effect that v.e should ^iiend the toali?■■'. '
so as to require the sealers to leave 20;.' (instead of the present
K^'5) of bull olive on a beach.

But be that s it - and you will see that I consider
that scientific advice should be a lot clearer and more definite
before v;e make things more difficult for th tos-nony (an* a lot of
money is t stake) - my main point to writing yov is that I
want to see Boanor back if possible#

Scaling is an topoitant economic proposition in-South
Georgia. To watch over the business I consic ■?' we need a mn with
a scientific bent and a pror.ch and ; t th., s-.-.nc time .. m-n who
cvppreci'tcs r.nu > .-.n enforce sensible cons err ?.tior- m-:.cures without
being a ^cons^zvvbion at all costs’1 fanatic# 1 feel Bonner fills
the bill admirably and th t for at least another season (and
7>robably longer) he could do a lot of valuable work, combining it
with tiie duties of Scaling inspector. 1 v-.iy much hope you will
agree with, this point of view and do your best to persuade Bonner
to return. de for our part will make to as easy as possible for
him to do so# If he won’t 1 should be glad to toow whether you
have another good mn to sight.

Sir Haymond Priestley,
Scientific Bureau,
■ ueen tome Cha-i bcrs,
Broadvaay,
LplW, S.TZ. 1.

AGHT/ti'

Original filed at O157/A/1OO

Copy to D/3/56p 4
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0157/A

26th April, 1957

87 COLONY. >qw •
Your telegram No:?6. South Georgia Sealing Licence.

Bull residue. . ------ ...

I appreciate Laws’ crguments with regard to the 10% residue
problem and he is of course the accepted authority. On the other
hand Bonner lias undertaken a very detailed season’s pro gramme of work
in close conjunction with the sealers. In addition as Laws himself
admits in his letter of the 24-th November, 1955 5 the 10% residue
question is a particularly difficult one and the problem is well
illustrated in Bonner’s report.

The present draft licence docs not propose anything in the
way of an increased take. It follows what is in fact existing practice
and it is Laws that has proposed a decrease in the take on any one
beach by raising the percentage to be loft alive from 10% to 20%.

I have diseased this m tter again with the Administrative
Officer as I did late last year with Bonner. As a result of these
discussions and as it appears that there is, or is likely ’to be, some
difference of opinion between Laws’ views and those of Bonner, I feel
that this Government would be justified in retaining the figure at
10% at the same time providing for revision once scientific opinion
and recommendations are a little more definite. In fact I feel the
principle should be that the permissible percentage should not be
increased unless scientific opinion can show quite clearly that an
increase is necessary.

Until such a time as definite conclusions can be reached as a
result of Bonner’s work in South Georgia, I suggest the 10% figure he
retained in both the Fallcland Islands and the South Georgia licences
but the relevant clauses should be amended so as to provide that the
percentage may be reviewed by the Governor and may be revised on the
understanding that any revision shall bo subject to the general principle
that there shall be no increase unless technical end scientific advice
tendered to the Governor renders such increase advisable and necessary.

Some such amendment would meet the views of the Company which
quite naturally considers that a stronger case should be made out for
the proposed increase in the percentage and it would provide the necessary
flexibility having regard to the ecmEfcr important and inter-related factors
of long term conservation and the seasonal economics of the industry.
Once scientific opinion on the question lias crystalised then the
figure could be revised if revision is clearly necessary. In such
circumstances revision would be readily accepted by the Company as,
under present management in South Georgia, it accepts the importance,
in its own interests, of long term conservation. In the circumstances I
iepe you will find it possible to agree with this solution to the problem.

Bonner is submitting his report to the Scientific Bureau of the
p ikland Islands Dependencies Survey London Office. It will no doubt be

tim© before its value and recommendations arc assessed but in particular
I°-hould be grateful for early advice on his recommendations with regard to
th" n stribution of the quota as it will be necessary to put them into effect
Csjianbcr of this year if they are to be accepted.
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From the Administrative Officer,
South Georgia,

To the Colonial Secretary,
Port Stanley,

King: Edward Boint,
South Georgia,
Sth April 1957*

Thw sealing industry in South Georgia

I understand from Mr N,Bonner,
Sealing Inspector (Biologist) that he gave you a copy
of his comments on the draft South Georgia sealing
licence for 1957 when you visited South Georgia in
November,1956. I have discussed the draft and other
sealing matters with him and I submit below my
comments and proposals.

2. The annual yield by present methods
from 6000 seals is about 1975 tons of seal oil. Mr
Bonner calculates, that a seal factory ship could step
up the oil production from the same number of seals
by about 250 tons.At present the almost useless graxr
which is the residue of the cooked blubber, isadded
tp the whale products at the factory. He calculates,
after making trials on some seal carcasses, that if
the whole carcass is used 1500 tons of meat meal
could be produced. The following comparison of the
worth of 6000 seals in terms of world market prices
is interesting

Present method

1975 tons seal oil @ £90a ton.
Grax = I J ! sa£ 

£178750

Seal factoryship method

2225tons seal oil @£90 a ton
= . . . . £200250

1500 tons meat meal
@ £50 a ton . • £ 75000

£275250

This indicates an increased value of£96500 for
fully used seal carcasses. Mr Bonner’s calculations
do not vary widely from Mr Laws’and he is prepared
to substantiate them with detail.

3. It is proposed that a I5~year
exclusive licence should be issued for South Georgia.
But there is no indication that Pesca/Albion has
bought or begun to fit a seal factory ship. Clause 13
of the licence does not say in so many words that
the holder must use a factory ship^for this I5-year
licence. It is however most desireable that this
should be so because o'f

a Government’s general responsibility to see
'that the best possible use is made of the
available natural resources.

b) At present a substantial quantity of
potential revenue is being allowed to rot
on the sealing beaches of South Georgia.

If this license is refused to any applicant without
a factory ship it may mean that there will be no
sealing for one year. That in itself would not mean
necessarily a loss of revenue. More and fatter seals

would be available the next year.



'OL^.

Such action would stimulate the financial hacker of
Pesca/Alhion into fitting out a Seal factory ship in
all probability. If he does not,either of the other
two applying companies mighji daxsa undertake to do so
and obtain the licence.I suggest that this should be

done and. for 195$ and Pesca informed forthwith
that this is to he so. You will see Mr Pierce Butler
in Stanley shortly and I think that he will not he
averse to such action. For 1957 I suggest that an
annual licence should he issued. I suggest that if these
line of action is approved Salvesen’s and Tonsherg
he informed of this- as a definite line of policy in
about September or earlier unless Pesca/Albion definitely
undertakes to fit out a factory ship before then.

4. This is to he a licence to kill
6000 adult male elephant seals. I suggest that clause 4
should he altered to say so. i.e.the words ’’Adult male”
inserted between ”6000” and ’’Elephant”.

5. If this amendment is accepted
clauses 10 and II become redundant. But there would he
no harm in pointing out their omision in a letter
covering the issue of the licence for the first time in
the new form.

6. Clause 8. Mr Bonner states that in the
licences of recent years ’’Total length” has meant the measu
-ement between nose and tip of tail,not measurement
between between nose and tip of flipper when it is
given as I38 inches (3*5 metres). The Effect of this is
that seals of less than5 years of age,unless they put on
abnormal growth,are protected. He maintains that
this is the best description because

a) It describes length of body
b) The elephant seal has a clearly difinable tai:
c) Sealers know this description and change

is confusing.
d) There is no good reason for changing it.

I agree with his reasons and suggest that clause 8 should
read

”8 No male elephant seal of less than 138 inches
(3*5 metres) in length frjax. measured from nose to
tip of tail shall be killed ”

7. Clause 16. The words ’’The
Governor may appoint” are superfluous to a licence. They
They are covered by Section 3 of the Ordinance and there
is no point in inserting unnecessary verbiage. But
Section 3 does not empower the Governor to require
aseal factoryshp master to carry in his ship a Seal
Fishery Officer. As I read it he might tell the Seal
Fishery Officer to come by all means but not in his
For 1957 the matter is accademic.But I suggest that thZ
Ordinance may require amendment here.

also does
thus in a   ,
be KEHd misread to the extent that it meand^that

the opposite of the intension.

8. Clause 18 appears cumbersome as
clause 14 which however may have been drafted
deliberately vague manner, But clause 18 can

—— ...-srcad Lhai, mean& that no
duty is payable on seal oil from elephant seals,which •
the opposite of the intention. 8 9 cn is



I suggest that beginning from the third line it
should be amended to read

“ ... currency of this licence,upon seal
oil and other seal productswhich shall be obtained or
produced from elephant seals taken under this licence
whether such seal oil or other seal products..........•  • *’

The proposed amendment is underlined.

9. The schedule,Division II.
Leith Harbour,Stromness Harbour and Husvik are not
in Division II or any other Division. It is not
necessary,therefore,to exclude them,as has been done in
the draft.

Administrative Officer,
South Georgia,
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Sealing.

cowbial secretary.

To A.0. SOUTH GEORGIZu

Despatched . 18th July, 1957 19 Time : 0930

Received : • 19 Time : •

No: 125.

After consideration Bonner* s report by Scientific Coniaittee
Secretaxy of State has recoiamended following distribution of quota for
1957:-

Division I nil.
Division II 1,350
Division in 2,050
Division IV 2,600

Killing sliould stop oh the 10 th Novemb r this year. You should
await further communication from me before any sealing licence is
issued. For your information it is likely that a licence for 1957
only will be issued to Albion Star Can ary leaving uestion of long
term exclusive licence for further consideration when number of
points connected with draft licence, and position of Albion Star
have been clarified. ^ou may inform Manager accordingly.

GTC : PT

Original filed in 9®/Jo 1^1
C ./py -to 0157/A/i'C fa
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I Brom Sc&T&ttV'j*................................

T° Administrative Officer, 3.G.

Despatched. 21/8/57 Time:

Received: ^9 Time:

pcv^- Uol
HO; 14% rollowing telegram reooiveu fiw Fyan begins

Grateful you issue usual sealing licence to loses for t>iis season 

and licences for following vAialccutchcrs Colorsen b’ooa Larval R1

R2 R5 R4j3usen 1 Busen 5 Busen k i wen 5 accounts paid in ijouth

Georgia* Letter follows confirm care Brandt i ons, I/wion. ends

Ho objections to issue of whale catcher licences« Lith regard

to sealing licence position v/ith regard to Albion tar is still

obscure and we arc still corresponding with london over the question

of bull residue percentage. In circumstances release issue usual

annual licence to lesca repeat loses subject to following

(1) rilling to stop 10th .iOvcmbor

(2) Sealing division as in ray telegram 125.

(5) Bull residue to bo left alive to bo 10;i

iA
Fleaao act accx^rdixxgly and confirm/llyan C/L Brandt and Sons

56 iexwhurch dtreot, London. Bonnor should go. ahead with ills

tagging x>rograme.

moratory*

AGU8
Ugiginul filed b/3/47*

copies filed 90/56. W56.
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iial filed D/9/4?.
Jecode.

Copica filed 9O/J>6* 0157/1F*
TELEGRAM.

1/3/56. <0^

From...
Adminiatratiw Officer.

To. Seoretaxy.

Despatched. 19 Time :
2W57. 1250.

Received : 19 Time :
26/b/57. 10JQ*

7
N©sl86. 624. Yaar teleffloa Ito 110 actoowleiigot?. oxplyinc’,.

. UtaSnisterttve.

B.U.F.

(Intld) JB.
26/8.

i-iiiQ.



DeCOjS^.63 filed D/J/56. Original filed D/9/67

telegram.
From Administrative Offleer.

To ^Secretary. 

Despatched;^ 2/9/bl • 19 Time: \"ljD

Received: 3/9/57- 19 Time: 10/X)

Ho 1g8. 635. Your telegram Mo 149 last sentence.

I assume Bonner has been informed and is arranging

supply of tags.

Administrative Officer.

liarly on file.

AGET.
3/9/5Z



SCODE.

TELEGRAM.

ADMINI6TRATI.VE....QEP''.I.CER., SOUT.I1. GEORGIA.

To COLONIAL SECRETARY...

Despatched. 25th October, 19 57• Time : 1730

Received: 26th October, 19 57* Time: C^uO

236/620. Manager Pesca has applied for extension
sealing season for indefinite period for division 4 only.
Bonner and he agree Pesca will be about 1,000 seals short
of quota on 10th November. Manager pleads -

I (a)

(b)

lateness of notice of reduction of season
to 10th November closing date;

Pesca might have been consulted before re­
duction made;

(c) there is no evidence November sealing in
past is resulting in either reduction
average a^e seals killed or size total
population.

Bonner states -

(a) females come on? heat early November for not
more than 24 hours. Removal of all but 10
M/0 Bulls particularly from large beaches
means some cows come off heat before suffic­
ient oulls reappear to impregnate them;

(b) size of Harems is in any case several times
that of natural state;

(c) although there is no evidence November sealing
has resulted reduction in total population
there might be substantial increase if it was
discontinued.

2. My view is that -

(a) Pesca was informed clearly in my predecessors
letter covering 1956 licence that that was
last licence for Pesca. Next would be for

• ALBION STAR. Implicit in ALBION STAR was
was 15 year licence on condition full use made
of whole carcase. Manager Pesca had draft.
copy a S licence.

(b) Pesca has done nothing to show serious intention
to utilise whole carcase. On contrary Govt.

\ mislead over a S.

(c) Pesca sealing arrangements are inferior to what
they were up to loss of "Don Samuel" in 1951
which was never replaced in spite of fact Pesca
disposed of 4 oldest whale catchers April 1957
by sale.

/(d) Sealing crews



Decode.

TELEGRAM.
tfh From

To ............

Despatched. 19 Time :

Received: .19 Time:

- 2 -

(d) Sealing crews did not arrive until 12th September
from South America thus missing at least 8 days
sealing.

(e) November oil yields per seal inferior to Sept, and
Oct. therefore November sealing bad policy econ­
omically.

(f) Secers. biologist advisers recommendations though
not based on thorough knowledge S Q seal biology
or industry as laws at least admits5 they are
probably on right lines.

(g) Not using whole carcase is extremely wasteful method.
Govt. should see this natural resource used to
better purpose and revenue increased accordingly.
I recommend firmer policy leading to better use
of elephant seals and no extension present season.

P/L: iJC

ADLI IN ISTRATIVE OFF IGER.
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TELEGRAM.

From .................................................

To A.O. SOUTH GEORGIA.

Despatched: 4th July, 1958 19 Time: 1600

Received: ! 19 Time : :

IMMEDIATE.

CONFIDENTIAL.
160* Following for Trees begins: -

Please bring back with you copies of any correspondence
A«0. has had with Pesca over sealing licence since receipt of
O.A.G.’s telegram No: 137 of 9th August, 195&*

GOVERNOR.

GTC : PT
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From SECRETARY OF STATE to GOVERNOR

Despatched: 6.10.58.

PRIORITY

SECRET

No: 94. Albion Star.

Time: 1916 Received: 7,10,5q Time:og3o
1^2 <«v

to' U-C?cp

Letter on its way to you from Slaughter1 & May on behalf of

William Brandt’s and Ryan proposing capitalisation of Albion Star

( South Georgia) Limited and transfer of Pesca land station and licences.

Bank of England have seen and have no objection on exchange control, grounds
■' provided Falkland Islands control satisfied price to be paid for five

whale catchers to be purchased from another of Ryan1 s companies reasonable.

Ministry of Transport & Civil Aviation also no objection.

2» Prim facie this move should ease political tension in South

Georgia especially as regards the Lesca visits and change of sealing

licences. As regard the latter there is still the feeling that so long

as Pesca still license holders proposed announcement of change from

present system might offend Argentine Government. If therefore you

approve proposals for taking over by Albion Star it might be better to

wait until tills effective before announcing new form of licence and

invitation to tender®

3. Understand from Pierce Butler that mention of his name on

page 3 of letter as first director Albion Star incorrect.

4* You will note emphasis of importance not to let Argentine / 

SECER.

5.
reply through me.

authorities get wind of this move at this stage. It is thought they

can still bring sufficient pressure to bear on Ryan to bring negotiations

to a stop®

In view of urgency writers suggest you might telegraph your

If you see no objections grateful if you will do so,

Cypher ’E’ : PT
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26th September 195^*

PRIVATE AND COP1? I DEPT I AL

H.E. The Governor of the Falkland Islands,
Port Stanley,
Falkland Islands.

Your Excellency,

ALBION oiAu (SOU'xI- GEORGIA; L-Li’lTJD

We have the honour to submit the following proposals for approval

on behalf of our Clients Wm. Brandt’s Sons & Co., Limited (’’Brandt’s")

and Mr. A.R.L. Ryan.

Before setting out the proposals however, we think it advisable

to set out details of the parties concerned. As you are no doubt

already aware, ilr. Ryan is an Argentine citizen and resident. He

is the Chairman of Compani.t Argentina de Pesca S.A. ("Pesca") of

Buenos Aires. Pesca is an Argentine Company which has carried on the

business of wealing and sealing in Antarctic waters with the consent

of your administration for t:ie best part of this century. At present

it leases from the Crown a land-based whaling and sealing station at

Grytviken in South Georgia, and in addition to operating its own

vessels has chartered 5 whale-catchers from Co-.ipania de Javigacion

Rosina S.A. ("Rosina") of Panama. It has also held for many years

whaling and sealing licences issued by your administration.

Rosina is a Panamanian Company and is at present resident for

Exchange Control purposes in Uruguay, We are instructed that it is

owned (through nominees) and controlled by J-r. Ryan. Both Pesca

and Rosina operate transferable accounts with Brandt's.

Brandt’s nave been London bankers for Fir. Ryan and Rosina since

1946 and have been Pesca’s bankers and general European representatives
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sin.ce 1914«

Albion Star (South Georgia) Limited ("A.S.") was incorporated on

19th October 195& under the Companies and Private Partnership

Ordinance of the Falkland Islands and its Dependencies, and its

registered office is at Grytviken. Owing to a misunderstanding for

which we must apologise, no formal Exchange Control approval to its

incorporation was obtained. A.S. however has not commenced business

since that date and only two shares have been issued, which are both

held by persons in this office being subscribers to the Memorandum

and Articles of Association, as nominees for hr. Ryan. The authorised

capital of A.S. at present is £100,000.

The proposals of our Clients for which we are instructed to seek

your consent are as follows ;

(1) The issue for cash from transferable funds to Mr. Ryan (or

his nominees) of 2 million Ordinary shares of £1 each in A.S.

after the increase of the authorised capital of A.S. to

£2,000,000. In this context your consent is also sought for

the remittance of dividends in respect of these shares and the

repatriation of capital together with any accretion thereto

insofar as the shares are subscribed from transferable funds.

(2) The purchase for cash by A.S. from Rosina at a price of

£1,500,000 of the 5 whale-catchers previously mentioned,

details of which are shewn in the Appendix to this letter.

Such whale-catchers will be transferred from Panamanian to

Sri t i sh Pte gi s try.

Alternatively, A.S. will issue 1-g- million Ordinary

shares of £1 each to Rosina in consideration for the transfer

of such whale-catchers, in which event, Or. Ryan will only

subscribe in cash for 500,000 shares of £1 each in A.S.

(5) The purchase by A.S. from Pesca for cash at a price of

approximately £100,000 of the latter's land station at Grytviken

together with the buildings, machinery, plant and equipment.



This will involve the assignment from Pesca to A.S. of the

Crown lease granted to Pesoa in 1943 under the authority of

the then Governor.

(4) The transfer from Pesca to A.S. of the existing whaling

and sealing licences previously granted by your administration.

,The balance of £400,000 not accounted for in the above proposals

will be used for working capital as and when required.

The first directors of A.S. will be >

Colonel Kenelm Somerset Pierce-Butler and

Mr. Imre no mor.

The Secretary will be ;

Mr. Er1ing Larsen.

Me believe that these proposals in principle have already been

mentioned to you by Mr. Ryan and Colonel Pierce-Butler. The

Colonial Office are aware of Mr. Ryan’s plans and have indicated

that they have no objection to the proposals as set out above. We

have also discussed these proposals informally with the Bank of

England who have been good enough to state that there would probably

be no objection to them under the Exchange Control Act, 1947«

V7e further understand from the Ministry of Transport in London

that in principle there is no objection to the transfer of the

5 whale-catchers from Panamanian to British registry since we are

instructed that Rosina in fact is controlled by Mr. Ryan and is

not a "dollar company", provided that such whale-catchers are

brought up to the necessary standard prescribed by tiie regulations

of the Port of Registry. V/e are instructed to assure you that in the

event of your consent being granted this of course will be done as

soon as reasonably possible.

It is of the utmost importance to our Clients that the proposals

should not be disclosed to the Argentine authorities in any way, and

we should be glad if all those persons into whose hands this letter

comes would treat it as strictly confidential.
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Copies of this letter have been sent to the Colonial Office

(Mr. Gillis), the Bank of England (Mr. Stubbs) and the Ministry of

Transport (hr. Prosser).

‘.■/e therefore have the honour to request your formal consent to

the above mentioned proposals, and your retrospective consent to the

incorporation of A.S. Since i'lr. Ryan hopes to carry out these

proposals as soon as possible we hope you will find it practicable

to let us have your reply at an early date.

An extra copy of this letter is enclosed for your convenience.

We have the honour to be
Your Excellency’s obedient Servants,

APPENDIX

Details, with approximate measurements, of the 5 whale-catchers

owned by Rosina all of which are registered at the port of Panama.

iJo official registry numbers are yet available in respect of the

Panamanian registrations.

name Builder Tonnage. Length Depth Date of
Building.Gross Net

R1 Werf de Hoog N.V.,
Rotterdam. 490.68 142.13 173.62 14.50 April 1957

R2 Jonker & Stars, J.V.
Rotterdam. 490.68 142.13 173.62 14.50 July 1957

H3 ’./erf de Hoog J.V.
Rotterdam. 490.68 . 142.13 173.62 14.50 July 1957

R4 N.V. Haarlemsche Scheepsbouw
Haarlem 491.57 142.26 173.62 14.50 August 1957

B5 N.V. Haarlemsche Scheepsbouw
Haarlem 491.57 142.26 175.62 14.50 August 1957
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Decode.
TELEGRAM SENT.

From GOVERNOR to SECRETARY OF STATE

Despatched: 6.11.58. Time: 1200 Received: : Time:

SECRET
FIDEP 159* Yow:’ secret feelegram No: 94» Albion Star.

/'i

I have now received Slaughter and May1 s proposals. I
think probably price of catchers is on the high side but in view of
obvious advantages of proposed transfer I would not wish to raise
objections on that score. Subject therefore to clarification on
following points I agree to the proposals now put forward

(i) Who is to be the second director in view of
Pierce Butler’s disclaims?

GOVERNOR.

2# Subject to advice on above points I shall approve transfer
of Pesca’s lease and whaling and sealing licences to Albion Star as soon
as you advise me that transaction has been completed and effective control
of Pesca’s affairs and assets has passed to Albion Star

Cypher ’E’ : PT

(li) I should be grateful for legal advice as to whether
it would be desirable to insist (if in fact we are in a
position to so insist) on the first of the alternative proposals
for the financial, structure being adopted since it would
appear from the long term aspect of liability for death
duties that the Dependencies Administration stands to gain
more under arrangements envisaged by first alternative.



TELEGRAM SENT.

From GOVERNOR to SECRETARY OE STATE

Despatched: 3.12.58. Time: nnn Deceived: : Time:

SECRET
FITEP 167. My telegram TTDEP 159. Albion Star.

Grateful to know whether there have been any developments*

GOVl'JRNOR.

Cypher *E* : PT



Decode.
TELEGRAM SENT.

From SECRETARY OF STATE to GOVERNOR

Despatched: 12.12.58. Time: 1918 Received .-13.12.58. Time: 1130

SECRET PRIORITY -
FliDEP Your tel FIDEP I67. ' ~

Albion Star.

Ryan has been unable to raise sufficient cash and now proposes

finance transaction as follows: -

Albion Star will buy the 5 catchers from Rosina for

one and a half million pounds, 10% of which vail be paid in cash upon

delivery and balance left on mortgage with Rosina to be paid off in

due course. This will mean shares will. not be issued to Rosina but

sha^e capital of <£500,000 will all be subscribed for in cash as and when

required*

2. Second director of the company will be a cousin of Ryan* s by

marriage named Charles ?• Perkins 0.B.2* of Newcastle.

3. Because of the risk of catchers being inpounded and severely

taxed if they call at Buenos Aires und r Falkland Islands registration

it is proposed that they should be transferred to Ryan’s Gibraltar company

(Albion Star Limited) shortly to be re-named Calpe Shipping Company Limited*

Thby will be held by Gibraltar company for account of Albion Star (South

Georgia) Limited and will show Gibraltar as their port of registry.

A. Please relegraph whether you approve these alterations.

Cypher : PT
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TELEGRAM SENT,

From GOVERNOR to SECRETARY OF STATE

Despatched: 16.12.58. Time: l£oo Received:
secbet / &

FIDEP I8O0 Your tel. FIDEP, 1^3. Albion Star.

Time:

I have no objection to registration of catchers in
Gibraltar. No doubt you will obtain legal advice (which is not
available here) on financial arranganents which on the surface 
appear to me to be acceptable.

Cypher ’E’ : PT
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............ TELEGRAM SENT.

From SECRETARY OF STATE to GOVERNOR

Despatched: 27.12.58 Time: 127>O Received .’28.12.58 Time:

SECRET

FIDEP 1j6e Your telegram 180 FTDEP.

Albion Star

There are reasons why transfer of Pesca licences
at this particular moment may be inconvenient. Please
give me prior notice of actual transfer to give me opportunity
to consider whether should ask you to postpone it.

Cypher ’E*:RJE
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