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It is requested
that, in any refer­
ence to this memo­
randum the above
number and the
date may be quoted.

MEMORANDUM.

14th December, jg49 .

To - The Honourable,

From - The Senior Medical Officer The Colonial Secretary,

Stanley, Falkland Islands.
Stanley.

Subject:- South Atlantic Sealing Co. - Medical Services.

The a ttachedt let ter if forwarded for your consideration.

I have been unable to ascertain how many men will be employed
and I have no idea of the incidence of accidents and illness amongst
sealers. I therefore find it impossible to suggest what the cost to
the Government of a medical service to the sealers might be.

2. I think any offer we may make should be for a limited period
in the first instance. This will give an opportunity for revision of
charges one way or the other. I would suggest a three month period. I
think part of the agreement should be that rates could be altered at
any time, due notice having been given.

3. I would suggest the payment of £50 per annum by the Company,
and a capitation fee of £1 per man per annum. The payments should be
made quarterly. This sum would cover the cost of medical attendance
and treatment, and the supply of the ordinary galenical preparations.
Special preparations should be charged according to cost any', quant ity.

4. In the event of sea or air transport having to be used by
the medical department in the interests of the South Atlantic Sealing
Co. personnel, the cost of such transport should be borne by the
Company.

Senior medical Officer



ESTATE EOUHS WELMAMS
STANLEY,

FALKLAND ISLANDS. Ref/1149/ 1190-

-gency of SOUTH ATLANTIC SEALING Go.,Ltd.

(but not
accident

If it is possible for such a scheme to be"
operation we should like to learn what conditions

Also whether' the senfeme wduld cover cost of medi­
cines or only cost of attention and treatment ?

The Senior Medical Officer
K.E .1'1. Ho spit al

Stanley.

put into
as to monthly, quarterley, or yearly payments it would be
necessary to engage in, to keep the men covered against
any contingency requiring medical aid and or advice.

Yours ££ttthfully,
for South {At lan ’ * ~ ~1 4 " ~

Thanking you in anticipation Lor your kind
reply, we remain,

Dear Sir,
The Seiling Company will tanploy a number of men

"ashore, or afloat" , and we should like to learn whether
it would be possible for the men individually or
collectively, to join some scheme whereby they could get
all the medical attention that they may require
(but not for their families) in the event of illness and or

etc.

c Sealing Co., Ltd





) yW

Y«B.
At p. 189 the South Atlantic Sealing Coy enquires whether its

employees can join some system for the provision of medical attention*
S.M.O’s comments are at p.188. Details of the present system for th§ ’
farms are at p.40 in file 0155 attached.

2. From Government’s point of view the advantage of this sort of
system is that we are certain of a minimum and fixed amount of revenue
and it saves all concerned a deal of trouble over bill collection. I
support the suggestions of the S.M.O. Like him I do not know what the
incidence of accidents and illness among sealers may be,though I think
it possible that the accident rate may be higher than it would be on
the farms.

3. Y.’S.will apnrove an agreement on the lines suggested by S.M.-J. ?



S.M.Q.
«

Reference pp.188-189. Please see minutes on p.191.
Would you kindly prepare draft reply to 189 on the lines
indicated in your minute at n.188.

1
c. s.
5. 1. 50.

r £ju. fx



,9..th January,
V

50

15. G. Rowe, Tsq.,
Agent for South Atlantic Sealing Co.,Ltd.,
Stanley.

cK
Ref.1149/1199 1

Dear Sir,

With reference to your la lx er re medical treatment
for the personnel of the South Atlantic Sealing Co.,Ltd., -

1) The Government Medical Service will undertake to
attend the members of the Sealing”Company.

2) The Cost of "the a ttehdanc^ should be covered by a
comprehensive scheme of payments as 'follows

aj, Cohdjr ifeut ion of £50 per" annum from the Company.
\ v \ __

b ) xC'Qritr ibut ions of £1 per annum from each member
of the Company.

This scale of payments shall apply, in the first instance
for a period of three months, so that there will be an opport­
unity for adjustment, should that prove necessary, payments
shall be made quarterly

3) The scheme will cover the cost of visits and attend­
ance and the provision of the ordinary galenical preparations.
Special preparations and appliances will be charged at cost. Z

4) in the event of sea or air transport having to be 'J
used by the Medical Department in the interests of the fl
South Atlantic.Sealirig Company’s personnel, the cost of such^
transport shall be borne by the Company.

I am,
Sir,

yo..rs faithfully,

Senior L §‘d’4 £ £f i c e r.





u is requested
.t, in any refer
I*o this menio-

u^i • / If- MEMORANDUM.

i^Whini the above
number and the
date may be quoted.

24th January. 19 5u. g

H.C.S. 

S.IJ.O

Stanley, Falkland Islands.

Subject

-Attached is .the reply to my^letter dated 9th January.
I would make the following comments

It is- correct that the agreement with the Farms covers the cost of transport and,
in a we. J, I feel there is some right in the suggestion put forward that the S.A.S.C.
should be given the seme facilities for their contribution.

On the oibher hand, I imagine that the occupation of the sealers is more hazardous
than that of the shepherds, and that therefore there is more liklihood of *ac cidents,
with consequently more frequent calls for medical transport. Also, the.men, living
away from their families, may try to get into Stanley " on meaical grounds".

Tn conclusion, I think we might accept the cost of transport for the "trial run"
period, and see how we get on.

26JAN’.95O
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OEMiRAJ. mei^ci-iaists Ref/150/34

Agency of SOUTH ATLANTIC FALKLAND islands
------------- SEALING Co. Ltd,

I7th January 1950.

w

The Senior Medical Officer
King Edward Memorial Hospital

Stanley, Falkland Is.

Dear Sir,
I have to thank you for your favour of 9th

insiL* setting out the proposed terms under which medical
treatment could be contracted for the personnel of this
company.

Copies are being sent to Mr. Tilbury at Albemarle
and also to Headquarters of C.D.C. ^London) to see Whether
agreement can be reached on the basis of your proposals.

The only comment
is in connection with clause

I have to offer in t he meantime
4) of your letter, reading

” 4) In the event of air or sea transport having
to be used by the Medical Department in the
interests of the South Atlantic Sealing
Company’s personnel, the cost of such transport
shall be borne by the Company, ”

I believe that the agreements with Farms covers the cost
of transport, to be borne by Medical Funds (i.e. Colonial
Funds) up to certain reasonable limits, and suggest that
the Sealing Co. (which will contribute in due course
through Income Tax etc. to the General Revenue) should rightly
be likewise entitled to a certain measure of free transport
for sick or injured personnel.

Perhaps some difference could be established for:-

A) Injuries etc. brought about in the course of a
man’s work and for which Iwwould understand that
the Insurance (Workmen’s Compensation) could be
called upon to respond.

B) Personal sickness or disease or epidemics to which
a man or men might be subjected quite independent of
their work. Transport, for these personal hazards,
should, I think, be provided free. (Same as on farms.)





&L.
February, 50.

7£.G.Rowe, TSsq.,
Agent for
Couth Atlantic Sealing Co.,Ltd.,

Dear Sir,

I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter
Ref. 150/34.

Although it is agreed that the contributions
from the Farms cover the cost of transport of sick cases
to-Stanley, it is considered that the incidence of cases
requiring urgent hospitalization from the Sealing Company
is likely to be higher than from the Farms.

In the meantime, however, the hedical Depart­
ment will pay the cost of transport in return for the
payments already suggested. It must be clearly under­
stood that the agreement is temporary and that, should
undue demands be made on the ;'ed ical Department, the
scales of payment will have to be modified.

In view of the delay already incurred, do you
wish the payments to be made retrospective - say, from
1st January, 1950.?.

I am,
Sir,

yours faithfully,

Senior 1'edical Officer.



Agency of SOUTH ATLANTIC SEALING Co*, Ltd.y

Stanley
Falkland Islands
10th February, 1950

The Hon the Senior Medical Officer
King Edward Memorial Hospital

Stanley, Falkland islands,

Dear Sir,
I thahk you for your letter dated 9th inst.

reading as follows:-

” I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter Ref.150/34#
Although it is agreed that the contributions from

the Farms cover the cost of transport of sick cases to
Stanley, it is considered that the incidence of cases
requiring urgent hospitalization from the Sealing Company
is likely to be higher than from the Farms*

In the meantime, however, the Medical Department will
pay the cost of transport in return for the payments
already suggested* it must be clearly understood that
the agreement is temporary and that, should undue demands
be made on the Medical Department, the scales of payment
will have to be modified.

In view of the delay already incurred, do you wish
the payments to be made retrospective - say, from 1st
January, 1950. ? n

I think that the temporary agreement now envisaged
will meet with the approval of both Mr/ Tilbury and the
Headquarters of Colonial DevJ.opment Corporation in the U.K.,
but I am unable to say so definitely until,at least, I get
the Managing Director*s (i.e* Mr. Tilbury’s) instructions^

A copy of this letter is being sent to Albemarle
for Mr. Tilbury to give his assent, provided he is agreable,
by radio telephony.

I

Agent* '

Thanking you again for yo
for South Atlant

courtesy, I am,
qaling Co;,Ltd*

In the meantime I shall be pleased
treat the men at present in your care as if the
been finalized and as from 1st Jan. 1950 - as
agreement is fair and will strongly recommend
its present form.

if you will
agreement had
think the

acceotance in

R.H.Tilbury, Esq.
Managing Director

South Atlantic Sealing Co. Ltd. ALBEMARLE

Please note the above. I think the Medical Agreement should
be finalized now on the bases set out, and I strongly recommend
youHto give me instructions accordingly by Radio Telephony as
soon as you get this letter#

The men’s accounts should be debited Quarterly with 5/*
for their share of the payments under the Medzqal Agreement.

Yours sincerely.



5



ESTATE LOTUS WELMAMS
STANLEY,

FALKLAND ISLANDS. Ref7 250/259

Agency of SOUTH ATLANTIC SEALING Co., Ltd,

Stanley, 25th February, 1950*

The Hon. The Senior Medical Officer
King Edward Memorial Hospital

STANLEY,
Falkland Islands.

Dear Sir,
Furtherto my letter of _10th_inst.,

and with reference to" your yi/yfy’er' of’~9th_idem. in
regard to the proposelTernis oi"’the Medical Agreement
to cover the men emplyed by this company , I have
just received a radio telephone message from Mr. Tilbury,
(the Managing Director) reading as follows

0 ’’Refer yo urs 10th Fe brua ry.
I concur with medical agreement.

(signature) Tilbury ”

It now only remains to settle the manner in
which payments are to be effected.

I propose the foil owing

The men should be computed on the basis of the company’s
salary list at the end of the 2nd. month of each quarter.
I.e. February, May, August and November, and 5/- por head
paid in top.you, plus £12.10.- as the company’s over-riding
quarterly contribution.

Agent.

I have the honour to be,
Yours faithfully 

aling Co., Ltd



in o• P
m

telephone: mayfair 74-94- telegrams: velop. piccy. London code: Bentley's second.

w COLONIAL DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION
SOUTH ATLANTIC SEALING COMPANY LIMITED.

33; >D O XCER XSTR EEX

K CXWO )N;xx W.X21

Albemarle,
• 14/3/50.

The Hon.thh
King Edward
Stanley.

Senior Medical Officer.
Memorial Hospital>

I remain,
Yours faithfully,

P.R.H.Tilbury.
Managing Director,
South Atlantic Sealing Co.Ltd.

I have before me the terms of the temporary Medical Agree­
ment to which I had concurred over the Radiotelephone,and I
now write to confirm that I should like payments to be made
retrospective to the 1st. January 1C5'O3 and to thank you for
finalizing these arrangements with Er.Rowe.

r appropriate file please.
S.M.O.



j* a'Cy
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0, 0 ' -
P. 305. Thank y. u. But the point I wished t^

make was that at p. 192 we said that the scheme sh uld
apply in 'the first .nstance for a peri od jf three months,
and at p. 203 it was agreed that It sh? uld be retrospective
to the 1st January, 1950. This means that technically
the probati nary period is up. You do say in your letter
at cover that the agreement is temporary but the object of
it being so was t give the thing a fair trial. C. uld we
not fix- a period, say ore year, and then review it ?

2. Subject to yi.ur approval I would suggest that
the last paragraph f y ur letter might bead

"It was agreed that the scheme sh uld be
temporary, in the first instance for a period
of three months. It has n w been agreed that
it sh uld be retr spective t the 1st January,
1950, and therefore I would suggest that the
scheme should operate on the present basis for
a year, and be reviewed before the 1st January,

o 1951."

h
4.4.50.



Your Ref 250/259 Medical Department,
Stanley, Falkland Islands.

5th Apr 11,1950.

E. G. Rowe, Esq.,
Agent for
South Atlantic Sealing Co.,Ltd.,
Stanley.

Dear Sir,

In reply to your fetter of February 25th, 1950
it is agreed that payments should be made in accordance
with your proposal - i.e. on the salary list of the
S.A.S.C. at the end of the second month of each quarter

A letter has been received from Mr. Tilbury,
confirming his radio-telephone acceptance of the agree­
ment arranged between us.

It was agreed that the shheme should be
temporary, in the first instance for a period of three
months. It has now been agreed that it should be
retrospective to the 1st January, 1950, and therefore
I would suggest that the scheme should operate on the
present basis for a year, and be reviewed before the
1st January, 1954

I am, Sir,
Yours faithfully,

Senior Medical Officer
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GENERAL MERCHANTS Ref/450/4^7
RADIO ADDRESS

“WILLIAMS"
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A . I

Agency of the
SOUTH ATLANTIC SEALING Co.Ld.

St h

J?OI^T STANLEY
FALKLAND ISLANDS.

April 1950*

Hon. Dr. R. Stewart Slessor
Senior Medical Officer

Medical Department
STANLEY

Falkland Islands.

Dear Sir,
I thank you for your letter of 5th inst.,

received this morning. 1,11

I note that the Medical Agreement is to be
as already outlined in previous letters exchanged, and
to be temporary for one year and to be reviewed
before the 1st January 1951*

A copy of your letter will be sent to
Mr. Tilbury at Albemarle, and also to our Headquarters
in London, for their records.

It only rests now to thank you for your
courtesy and kind attention.

Yours faithfully,

for South Atlarytic/Sealing Co., Ltd

. ^4'xC „
! Agents



SOUTH ATLANTIC SEALING- COMPANY LIMITED

Your ref; 1149/I199
Our ref: 382/SEC/1

c/o Ernesto Rowe Esq.,
Estate Louis Williams,

PORT STANLEY, Falkland Islands.

8th May, 1950.

The Hon. the Senior Medical Officer,
King Edward Memorial Hospital,
STANLEY, Falkland Islands.

Sir,

South Atlantic Sealing Company Limited:
Provision of Medical Facilities for Employees.

I would refer to your previous correspondence with Mr.
Ernesto Rowe, the Agent of the South Atlantic Sealing Company
Limited, concerning the provision of medical facilities for
the men employed by the above-named Company.

I would confirm our formal acceptance of your offer to
provide the necessary facilities, and the terms governing
these arrangements, which are as set out hereafter:-

a) The South Atlantic Sealing Company Limited will itself
contribute in respect of these services £50 per annum.

b) The South Atlantic Sealing Company will ba responsible
for collecting and paying over to the Senior Medical
Officer of King Edward Memorial Hospital a contribution
of £1 per annum from each employee of the Company.

c) Visits and attendance and the provision of ordinary
drugs, dressings and prophylactics to be free.
Special preparations will be charged at cost and
borne by the South Atlantic Sealing Company.

d) The Government medical service will pay the cost of
transporting employees of the South Atlantic Sealing
Company to Hospital.

e) The Agreement is to operate retrospectively from
the 1st January, 1950.

f) The scale of payments as detailed above will be



2

provisional, and, should undue demand he made upon
the Medical Department, the scale of payments may
have to he modified.

I note that there has heen no mention in the correspon­
dence regarding the question of providing medical attention
for the wives and families of our employees. I understand
that it is an integral part of your normal scheme that, in
return for the contribution made hy an individual farm worker,
his wife and children are also covered, hoth as regards
medical attention and also free transport in cases of emergency.

I put forward for your consideration the suggestion
that the wives and children of our employees should he
covered upon payment of an additional charge per capita of
£1 per annum.

I have the honour to he, Sir,

Your obedient servant,

for SOUTH ATLANTIC SEALING COMPANY LIMITED

SINCLAIR HUNTER
Secretary



King fidward VII Memo-ria\ Hospital,
& qtpajLev. Falkland IslWs.

° 21st July, 1950.

Ltd. ,

Dear Sir,

which you
I thank you for the letter Ref. No. 382/SEC/l,
forwarded.

I am not prepared to adopt the suggestion that
wives and families of S.A.3.C. employees should be
admitted into the Medical Scheme *

The wives and families of Camp employees to
whom you refer in the penultimate paragraph, are in a
quite different position from wives and families of
3.A.S.C. employees. The former are, as it were, a
fixed population, under the medical care, primarily,
of the camp Manager*s wife.

Also, I do not see the necessity for S.A.S.C.
employees wives and families being admitted into the
Scheme. They live in Stanley, and therefore do not
have to face the risk of heavy transport charges in
case of illness, as would Camp people who might not be
in the Scheme.

I am,
S ir,

yours faithfully,

.Senior Medical Officer.


