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w0497/ 801, MEMORANDUM.

It is requested
“that, in 'm;'l refer- 20th September, 19 50.
ence to this memo-
randum the above
number and the :
date may be quoted. . From: The Collector of Customs,

Stanley.

To: The Honourable, =
The Colonial Secretary,
Stanley.

Stanley, Falkland Islands.

SUBJECT :— Report from Sealing Officer.

iz I have the honour to submit herewith, a report
~ from the Sealing Officer at Albemarile please.

MS- . g!
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Customs Department,
Stanley,
g9th ilarch, 1951.

5ir,

I have the honour to submit in quintuplicate, a

report upon the sealing operations conducted in the Colony

by the fouth Atlantic Sealing Coupany during the season 1950.

2. Uith the arrival of the Gompany's wanager, hire L.l
Tilbury and the two sealing vessels “"Protector III" and
"Golden Chance" on the 14th lNovember, 1949, a comaencement
was made on the ercction of a sealing station at Albemarle.
After considerable sffort and much ingenuity on the part of
ires Tilbury and staff, everything was in readiness to comuence
operations by August 17th 1950,

3« Sea=lions, Work on thils species was comuenced on
the 18th August, on which date some eighty-one animals were
taken. A breakdown in plant occurred when dealing with th2
first batch, and a replacement digestor had to be brought
from a neighbouring farm. It was not until ten days later
that a fresh start could be made. Work then coatinued
intermittently, interupted from time to time by bad weather
conditions and the inadegquacy of the meat-meal plant to deal
with meat residue as it came forward. from the digestors.

L4« Up to the end of the fﬂ?t week in September, the
sca=-lions were reported by the Gealing Officer to be "very
large, fat and nunerous" but after ?hat date the condition
and nwmber of scal diminished perceptibly. Although thirty-
two lions were taken as late as December 318t, the hunting-
of this species had to all intents and purposes ended by /
September 29th.

5. The total catch, locality where taken and producsion

in barrels, ere given in the following ''ables ;=

The Honourable, /
The Colonial Secretary,
STANLGY .



f SBA-LIONS - Quantities taken and Locality.
socallty. AUG. SEPT: - ; 06T [SHOV: DiC. TOTAL-
sd=bar Is. 291 867 - 1 26 1125
imp Is. - 69 - - - 69
in Arch Is. - 46 - 5 a5 51
tural Arch Is. : - 49 - - - 49
n sh. Bay. - 29 - - = 29
TOTALS 291 1, 000 - 6 26 ! 1323
- 2 e A
=T (£#) The licence is for 9,000 seals which
Froduction of 0il. were certainly availsble.
Jiumber 0il product- Av.brls per Aav., seal per
taken, ion (brls). seal. brl.
sa~-lions 1323 328 0.247 4,033

(9.88 galls)

e =T == =i

6. Sea=ilephants, Following a lapse of some six weeks

after completion of the sea-lion season, the hunting of
elephants comuenced on the 10th November and continued without
interruption until the 17th December, by which time 720 had
been taken. Killing now ceased to enable the shore plant to

cope with . before Christmas.

materiall on hand
7. At this time, an application was made by the Sealing
Company to extend the period of sealing to January 31st 1950,
This received the favourable consideration of the Government,
with the proviso that the 2,000 seal maximum gquota should not
be exceeded.
8. Hunting;ylephants therefore re-commenced on the 3rd
of Jenuary and continued to the 31st January, resulting in only
an additional 121 being taken, making the total number of
elephanta killed for the season 8u41. This final month of

operations was hampered by bad weather and labour troubles.

9., The number of elephant-seal taken, locality and

production /



ara given in the following Tables :=

Ginn=uLETPEANDS = ouantities taken and Locality.

Locality- 3L‘]I3Tn QCT. :NOV . DL‘;CC J-“\N. Y 51 [ TOT.A]-'S .
«ain Arch Is. 3 - L7 22 16 38
fhe '"wins. - - 61 36 21 118
sand=bar Is. - - 13 1 - 14
3rd Fassage Is. = o = 3 = 5
sJarcass Is. - - - - 26 26
Bird Is,. - - - - 1 1
Jca=Lion Is. - - - 71 3 14
sea=vLion Is.uast - - 90 i - 43
Sga=Llion Is. - - 7 13 - 20

(Brandy I6.)
Sea=Lion Is. - - - 50 -~ 50
(i Is.)
vplftwood rt. - - - 66 - 66
slephant Cays. - - 12 b = 16
Barren Is. = = 59 11 - B
George Is. - - 16 98 - 114
Gearge 18. - - - 13 - 15
(lnob Iaj.
George Is, - - - - 1 1
(Tussock Isy.
Boat rt. - = - - 36 35
Triste 1Is, = - = e i 7
rorpoise Pt.(Bayj. - - - | - 9 b
Porpoise rt.(Is.) - - - — 1 1

TOTALS 3 - 285 432 121 841

iroduction of (il. Note. The operator is licensed to

Take 2,000 slephant Seal; it 1s doubt=-
ful if the figgre should’ exeeed 1,000,

liamber 0il product- -/ V.Drls.per Av, No. of
taken, ion {brls, ; saal. 89al_per brl.
Yea~aloephants 841 715 | 0. 85

(34 gallons ; 117
I
| | i

oo e ~ =FTET B o i

10. Utiliaation of Carcazses. All cea-lion csreagsae were

dlsposed /
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of, but durin: ihe wholé of the period under review, only
120 of a total of 841 elephant carcases were taken from
the beaches. This was caused mainly by adverse surf
conditions ond the fact that, generally speaking, elephants
are found in the most inaccessible places with at many
times bad holding ground for anchors. fioreover carcases
could not be dealt with at the plant, because the machinery
used f{or processing the residue (i.e. meal) proved guite

unreiiable, tiowever, during the time the meat plant was
wor<ing, some five tons of meat-meal and guano were
produced.

11. It was originally intended to furnish this report
with some comparison with the seasons of the past but, for
the most part, production figures given in old reports shew
elephant and lion oil to have been mixed; again, in the
old days both females and pups were taken, preventing a true
comparison. The Sealing Officer's report for 193%6 was in
more detail and these fi ures, together with those for the
1949 sea-elcphant season at South Geapgia, are given as
comparisons; they show thls season's operations in a some-

what unfavouraivle light :-

Seasc{n SEA-LIOCHS. SEA=ELEPHANTS
Area. I Lunber Total Averagle Lumbpr Total | Averapge
taken. brls. Brls., takeh. F©rils. Brls.
Falk. Is. 193 9,086 2,275 0.25 180 130 1.0
Falk. IB. 195D 1,323 328 0.24 841 716 0.85
S.Georgla. 194p - - -{ 6876 13358 1.942
| S——— o —
12, In concluding this report, it may be said that

I'rom production point of wview,

the Beason has been

disappointing but when considering the late start, the

inadequate mechinery and the labour troubles experienced,

the results achieved lead one to believe that produetion

will run at a substantially higher level in 19%1.

13.

A separate report Irom the Sealing Officer,

covering the /
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season's operations in detail, is attached as an

Appendlix.

I have the honour to be
4ir,
Your obedient sarvant,
{Sgd.) B. N. BIGGS.

Collector of Customs.




Aeport by the Scaling ufficer,on
the Sea at_ibaparia, July 1950=Jan. 1951,

Jea lLiong, I left Otanley on S.o, “"Witzroy” for Adbcuaple
o July e1at 1950, arriving thero on July 22nd, taking up uy
guarters aboard the "folden {hunce” which wes to the boat for
scai-catching. AB a good doal of work had to be done Lo ghie
plant ashore before it would be ready for operating, the croy
of the "Golden Chanes" were busy making facilities on the
soaling grounds for handling the sealB. This conslsted of
cutting a patch of tussack about 50 yds in dimmetsy aboul 50 3
vards from the beaein, and then cutting a track of about & yard
wide irom the cleared patch down to the veach, the idea belig
to'round up' the seal in the tussock into this cleared 9pacs,
where tiey could be held sasily; thenr letting about six or
sight come down the cleared tracik to the beach where two nen
were standing (one z2acn side oi the track), with riflces to
shoot them as close to the water as possible. In this viay
only the reguired numoer for that day wverc ikilled and the roa=
malnder just drifted back into the tussock.

The seal lying around the beaches arc not disturbed, &
they eventually go up into the tussacik whers they arc 'poundsd
up' into the cleared space, this means that the kililug only
goes on in onc place on eacn islande aAfter the requir=d muw
have been shoty, they are gutted or the beach and taken oli &t
tie boat by means of a yawl, this is a lompg length of 3% 1™
with short picees of ropo sSpliced into 1t about svery 20'; o
cach oi' thege a short end or toggle as it is called, is
faptencd to 2 lions;y cach yawl has 15 togidies and 8o can tak
30 lions., & long iine is then pun ashore {rom the ship and
fastened to the end of the yawi. It is then pulled aboard
by the ship's winch. The togzles are so spaced on the yawl
that as the f'irst prir ol seal are heaved up to the derrick,
the next pair are atl the ship's rail where a hook has ailread
been inatalicd. This hwok hwolds the rest of the yawl while
the palr st toe dersick ave lowsred into the holde Thls goo
on until all the soal are =board. The beaeh is then cleared
upy; allb the guse weing pul into the sca,

The fiest load of lions were vrought in on the 1dth
surust, but as some of the machinery in the shore plant fail
tils mcant that another digestor had to be Installicd. Jealld
nad to be suspended untii a gigestor was orought iron Lan O
dealing again comuenced on augucst 308k and continued untili
september 25ths Ly this time most ol the lions had gone to
their breeding grounds ana those that had not were go scatio
that 1t was considered too cosily to go about colliccltiug a ¥
aere and there,

Luring the part season the Company was operating, most
the machinery gave consideravle trouble. The cold extractio
of the oil failed owing to the hacking machine being a compl
failure, so 8ll the seal had to be cooked in the digestors.
The meat-meal plent was also a source of trouble because 1t
would not dry the meat cnough to be shipped, although a L&
tons were sold locally as fertiliser.

An attempt was made to extract liver oil. rorty sca=il
livers were put through the 'Hek' mill and then into a sefpl
taniz, but as no oil surfaced alter several days ol GattliuU-
the lot had to be dumped. o furthor attempt wao mides

buring July, supuct, and the early part of september,
Bea-lions gnthe RTOEPIGl;nd group were very plentiful ﬂnddg
to the seamcon being co far advanced before a start was madc
this area slone supplied all tho seal that were taken exceg
towurd the end of Loptanber whien the scal were 1eaV}nE. a g
load (29 lionn; were taien fYGi a swall Island at the eatrs

to/
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Port Stephens., During the season 1323 sea-lions were tukel
Two sheets of blubber were casked up and shipped to the
United iingdom for e trial on a mineing machine, whleh ﬁnc
Company 1s intending to purchase to take the place of tho
haeking machnine.

In the course of the seoson 31 ssa=-lion sking were sent
to the United Kingdom to sece what price they would bring,
and the ranager told me that the skins woere sold at 56/= oo
also several bundles of seal whiskers werc sent avway, but
up to the present i1t is not know what price they will bring

Sea uiephant feason 1950 Although 3 clephants uere
caught on the Areh [olands on September 3rd, the actual
scason did not start until Hovember 10th and would have
Iinishced on Hecember 31ot,; but as o speeinl concession it s
decided to extend the coasun up 10 the 31st January, 1951,
provided that not more than 2,000 eiephants in all vere ta

The olephants appoar to 'haul up' in the most awicvard
places to work, such ag the “sa-lion Islonds, The Twing,
slophant Cays and o mueiber of other places, nearly all of
widah are on the opun coust, so of course it is necescary
have fine weather, and even so, in many cases the clephant
have Lo be voated off in the surf; as well as having to
contand with thicik kelp.

Ags the meat-meal plant was giving a lot of trouble,
permission was sought and granted, to take only tne munbe:
of carcaases that the plant could deal with, on the uader-
stancing that all the carcecses not taxen, would bs taken
into the water after the blubber had been taken offs Ther
instructions were carried out. I feel that in some
isolated casesy; it would be alirost impossible to taike
carcasses; for instance, I have seen places where elephan
were lying on the beach but the surf was too great tocland
In these cases landing wes made at coms ovher point on tihe
Island and the men walked arouné to where they were kilic
end f'lensed them, Then the boat would lay outside the
breakers with a line asnove, the men on the beuach weuld
fasten on .z few shecets of blubber, and tie bhoat would hau.
outa Although this 1§ hard worik, ond the ien onithe beac
are oiten up to their waists in watep to get ithe blubher !
the swrfl. ¢nce in the water, the blubbepr wili fioat. Thi
ic net so with the carcesses, as they sinis, and often whi.
baing towed off to ths boat thoey become ecaught up in rocls
and tree kelp on the botione This coes not ofton cecuy,
ang I feel that 4t might be lef't to the discretion ol the
Seallng Cificer on the 3poly; os to whether or not the eanc
might be abandoncd. The sealing licence states that all
carcasses mugt bo uned.

Juring the osason a muiber of pitultary glands were
taicen, {(a small gland at the back of the brain;, for expor
imentual purvoses by sclentists in the Unlted khingdom. It 1
not possivle to get the gland from every elephant as & goo
many are smasned by the buliet.

Of the 120 elephant carcasses brought to the station,
no meat-meal of commercial value was produced, it was only
sultable for local fertilizer, as therc was a very suall
oi o1l s8till remaining, and if stored in a large quantity
it would heat. he bones are put outside to weather befly
they can be ground up as bone=-meal.

The threae months that the elephant Lishlng vwas carrei
out, December appeared to bhethe wonth when they woere oo
nunerous; sbout that time they seen to iie about the beac
{for several weeks witnout going into the water, but by th
wmiddle of January, they are coulng and going. You wilil 8
then on the beach today, but by tomorrow they are gone, t
perhaps by might or next day there are scuc morc back ajga

The /.
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The main breeding grounds ape the eacterly Sea=lion Is. and
The Twins. I would cetimate that there were twice as maly
pups on the easterly Sea=llon Is. as therc were on LaEnBwvilsd.
I counted 285 pups on the easterly Sea=lion I8. and 148 on
the Twins, but as the pups nad already staried taklng to ihe
water before we got thera, these figures could not be tuien
for the actual amount of pups born on each islald. {hero
does not seem to be any cther place that we visited, that
there were any gquantity of pups, altaocugh we dld se8 oud onas
here and thero.

Towerds the end of January 37 elephant siidns were saltod
down wo be shilpped vo the United sningdom. Tais hes Lee
done nc a trimi to see 1f it will be wortawviile saving the
gitins in futwwre. ot present they are voilied down Lo oil.

sowe five tono or 8o of meat=-mcal has beea processsd an
a0ld locally ao Zerdillzer, 2 cwt of the mezl hus been sent
to the Unitse lingdon o see 1f anything cen be done about
eutracting the sipll | of oil remnaining.

Visit to .up-sogl rookorieSe

I left Standey in the "rrotector IIIY on Febpruary 17th
o vto visit the known fur-sesl rooseries. The vesoel was
bound f'or Ajax vay as lirst stop, but the Captain stsamed
in very close to the Veluntecr xocks 80 that [ eould get a
good view. Thne east end ol the iargest rock was cgoverad
with fur seal, but as we appracched hundreds ol thsse dived
intg the water, By eounting and judging, a very ressrved
estimate would be 2,000 -~ proveviy nearor 5,000. Iua 1946
vihen I landed here, there were in the viecinity or 1,500, ng¢
there appears to be almost twice that uwsber.

ATter calling at varlious poris we areived ofil tho
slephent Jagoen on the 22nd February, but as thers was 4 oby
Heife Wind blowing ana a very heavy sea vreaalng all around
the seal rocasy; a landing was lmpossible. e steaneu arcwr
the rocks as close as possible, and very slowly, and apars
rom lifting their heads to look at us, the fur seal dld uc
appear o taxe any notice. I did not see one single seal
toake to the water and we weore very close to the rocks, in
fact under such weather conditions i sanetiwes thought ve
were 2 blt too close. By counting some, and sstimating @l
they werce lying together so thickly, both ir. l.aws ol the
Failuland Islands and Lependencies Suivey, and mysell,woere
in agreement that there would be upwards of 4,000 fur cealc
on the rock.

‘e then went oud to the rociks at i, Fur Island and
steancd along the rociis, but not a single scal was bon.

The next cali was hew Islaud, where ve arrived at 3,30
ail’ter a very rough crossing. Hre. Davis very kindly waliked
with uo over to tie bacu of the lsland to show ag the place
thihabited by tiie Dur seal. This was rcally the moss
ranarkable sight  nave seen on thz tour, the sight was
nearly alill cliff's, three to four hundred feet hlgh, going
shger 1nto the sea and along the foot of the e¢lifys thape
are ledges, most of which can only be got at by boat.e It v
quite comuon to see several nunudred Iwr geal lying on one
ledgoe. There were aiso places under tne ¢iifis that e
coult/see 1nto from the top, vut we could hear that there
were planty of seal in them. At a very rescrve eotiomio [
would put the nuaber st this rookery at 8,000, although if
one coulid only wait for suitable weather and go around in
poat under the eliffs, I fecl quite conlident that the
numbers would greatly exceed this estiimates. I would iike
to stress at this point that unleso one is prepared to hol
up © boat at each rookery, until the weutner is suitable,
{whiich mipght mean several days), only reserved estimates ¢
be given.



visited Bird Island earlier in the ycar while we were
Zlephant chasing and found only 48 fur scals and 31 pups.
As I am led to believe that large numbers of f'ur seal were
on Bird Island years ago and only small nwabers on Hew Igls
I am inclided to think that the seal are leaving Blrd Islan
and'nauling up' on Hew Island.

An attempt was made to vislt the Beauchene Island on
February 25th, hut after getting about half way out, the
weather came on too bad and we had to give up and run back
t0 Bull Cova. ‘he weather was not suitable on the next day
and as ire. Tilbury said he could not spare the time to wait
about, he gave up the attempt and returned to Albemarle. Ht
sald that 1f the weather was suitable when he went to
. Stanley about tie 8ith of warch, he would eall therc, but as
the wind was Ilss. When we lef't to cemmsto Stanley, no
further attempt was made. Ag the landing place on the
Beauchene Is. 1s on the ll.le end, a N.sis, Wind wogld be the
worst wind to attenpt to wvisit this island.

(sgd.) J. B. BROWNING.

Sealing Officer.
9th hkarcn,195h1.
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. Customs Department,
Stanley,
21st December,1951.

Sirp,

I have the honour to submit a report upon the
sealing operations carried out at Albemarle, by the South
Atlantic Sealing Company during the 1951 Season.

2, Refore sealing commenced, a number of modifications
were made to the sealing licence, the most important reing: -

(a) An increase authorised in the number of sea-
lions which may be taken in any one year, from 9,000
to 15,000 seal, and a Peduction effected in the ner-—
mitted number of sea-elephants from 2,000 to 1,000.

(b) The seascon for sea-lions was defined as being
Trom 1st iay to 30th September, That for sea-elephants
from 1st April to 415th Januery in the following year,
with the proviso that October would henceforth h=
regarded as a 'closed' month for elephants, because of
its importance during the breeding season.

3. Sea~-lions. Although work on this species comnenced
on July 3rd some six weeks earlier than last year, only
1,889 or 12.675 of the approved number of 15,000 were taken
by September 30th. The condition of the animals in the
earlier part of the season was generally poor, but improved
in September. TheMemerablSesiditiomiets ther herd, both in
condition and number was below that of last year. resulting
in a decrease in 0il production of 0.02 barrels per seal.

Y. It was observed in the month of Augusi, that the
stomachs of sea-lions taken were filled with an unfamiliar
gpecies of fish - each fish measuring from 12 - 14 inches
in length; ecach stomach containing from between 50 ~ 60 Tish,

later to be identified as a species of cod - micromesistius

australis. The presence of this close and plentiful food
may have had a bearing on the scarcity of seal on the beaches.
5. The total catch, locality where taken and production

in barrels, are given in the following Tables : -

The Honourable,
The Colonial Secretary,

Stanleyr



Sea-lions -~ Juantity taken and Locality.

LOCALITY. July. Avgust. Seoptember, Total,
Sand-bar Is,. 717 175 259 1151
Mein Arch Is. 84 5 Th 163
Nat.Arch Is, - 7 288 295
10/~ Bay, - 66 6l 120
Clump Is. 8 14 17 33
Rarren Is,. - 117 - 117
Totals 809 z8l, 696 1889
Production of 0il.
Number l 011 Production Av. brls Av., seal
taken. | in brls, ver seal. | per brl.
Sea-lion 1839 L2h, 3 0,225 L.UES
(9 galls.

5. BSea=-Rlephanis. Operations commenced on

Tlevhants on November 3rd. Reports on condition znd
guantities available were good and 29 were taken up
to November 12th, Unfortunately; activities ceased
from that date onwerd due to an acute labour shortage
and to the inghility of the plant To cope with the
material. However, elephant oil produced amounted
to 32,9 barrels, an average of 1,13 barrels as against
only 0.85 last year,

6. The nunber of elephant seal taken, locality

and production; are given in the Tables below: -

Sea-elephants - guantities taken & Localities.

1=15th
LOC_ALIT-Y. Sept. OCtn I‘Tov- DGCn Jans 196: TOtal.
Driftwood Is. - 5 o = 3
East Sea Liion Is.~- Closed 5 = - 5
The Twins. | -~ |month. 9 - = 9
Carcass Is. | = T2 = = 12
Totals Feerirs = st = 29

01l Erodactiemas
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Production of Qil.

a L Munther Cil Av. Rrls.| Av.No. of
SR | taken. [Production. wer seal.| seal ver brl

Sea-elephants 29 32.9 {1 0.88

7. Utilisation of Carcasses. All sea-lion carcasses

.

were disposed of again this year. Disposal of elephan

S

(7]
carcasses amounted to Wli.83,: of the total number of elephants
dealt with, as against only 1..15,. last se2ason.

8. Produection of Guano, etc. From all species; 26

tons of meat-meal and guano were vroduced and 418 sesl hides
nrepared for export.

9. As in lsst year's Report, a Table of comparisons

e
u

provided as a matter of interest :-

SBA~-LTCHS. SHBA-TLEPHATTS,
To. |Total| Awv, Mo. [Total | AV.
Area. Season|maxen|=rls.| 2rls. | Taxen2ris. | 2rls.
Falkland Is. | 1936 0086 ;2275 | 0.25 18 180 1
~do- 1950 {1323 | 328 |o0.20 | 841 | 745 | 0.85
~do- 1951 1889 L2l | 0.225 29 229 9:9%
South Georgid 1950 2 e - |6951 |13035 | 1.83
I
|

10. The results attained this year were definitely
disgppointing. The main contributary causes being the
prevalent labour shortage, with lack of sufficient encineerine

- o (=N

staffjaad inadeguate plsnt being additional and important

disadvantages. It is understood that the management will
jf;'r!i i s
make every ~ “fort to obtein edddddern=S lsobour /snd to meke
iy

further improverents in the present equipment; before work

commences next season.

Col{gg;gnwﬁf Customs,
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- QUVERRRIUT WO, 15
STAEY, FaAALATL IGLANES .
2hth Decenber, 1951.

: Sdw,
,"/D " \/\ I have %he honwur to foreni for yoeur intomatden the reort
/ of the Collectur of ‘mnatoan, Jdanley, on ihe sealing operaiions
eonducted in tie Gulomy by the Sough Atlenlio Uealing Ctepany during
{he sengun 1753,
i buve the honour & be,

v,
four kot obedient, nmile servaat,

(Sgd.) MILES CLIFF@RD
GUVERKR,
THE RIGHT HOHOURABILE

Umv.'h Lr‘iml‘\d-i, i'-l"c;. ¥ -D!!IS"O.’ &E.c- » :l‘tz'. 2
SECEATARY Gr GRATE FOR R CCLOMILS,

F ""'"‘" '(f ‘ ‘t" {)
IRk,
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COLONIAL OFTFICE,

The Church fouse,
our ref: F.I,Ref:0L97/B. Great bmith Street,
London, o,0,1.

FALNLAND ISLANDS,

'X January, 1952,
No., ' ] COLONY,

Dy

[q I have the honcur to acknovledge the recgipt of your
despatch Mo, 72 Colony of the 2htn of December, 1951, Torwarding
it::: the repart of the Collector of Customs, Stanley, on the sealing
opera%ions conducted in the Colony by the South atlantic Seeling
Company during the season 1951,

I have the honour to be,
%) St

Youwr most obedient,

humble servant,

GOViSRNOR,
BIR 1IL&S CLIFFORD, K,B.E,, C,i.G.,

etc, , g 4 etc,
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Customs Department,
Stanley,
218t [sconber, 1951,

8ir,

I have the honour to submit a report upon the
sealing operaticas carried out at Albemarle, by the 3outh
Atlantiec Sealing Company curing the 1951 Season.

2. Belore sealing comwmenced, a nuuber of modifications
were made to the scaiing licence, the most luaporitant being: -

(2) *n incrsase authorised in the nuwmber of sea-
lions which muy be taken in any one year, from 9,000
to 15,000 scal, and a deductlon eliected in the per-
mitted nusiber of sea-eilephanits Irom 2,000 to 1,000,

{(b) The seasun for sea-lions was delined as being
fron 18t lay to 30th Scptember. That for sea-elephants
Trom 18t April to 15th January in the following year,
with the proviso that Cctober would henceforth be
regarded ac a ‘closed' wonth for elephants, because of

¢ ite importance during the breeding season.

3. Sea-lions. Althouzh work on this spacics comnencsd
on July 3rd some silx wecks earlier than last year, only
1,832 or 12.6, of the spproved nupber of 15,000 were taken
by September 30th. The condition of the animals in the
earlier part of the ssuson was generally poor, but lmproved
in Septsmber. The overall condition of the herd, both in
condition ond number was below that of last year, resulting
in a decrease in oil production of 0.02 barrels per s2al.

L, It was observed in tne month of August, that thc
stomuchs oi sea-lions taken were Tilled with an unfamiliar
species of fish - each fish measuring frem 12 - 14 inches
in length; each stomach containing from between 52 - 60 fish,

later to be identified as =z aspeeles of cod - micromesistius

australis. "he presence of this close and pientifvl food

w2y have had a bearing on the scurcity of seal on the beachss

%. The total catch, locality where taken and production

in barrels, are given in the following Pabley 1=

The lionourable,
The Colonial Uecretary,

atanley.
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Sea~lione ~ Quantity taken and Locallty.

LOCALITY. July. | August. September, Total.
Sand-bar Is, 747 175 259 1151
Main Areh Is. 84 5 74 163
Nat.Arch Is, - 7 288 295
10/ = Bay. - 66 6L 130
Clump ISa 8 14 11 33
Barren Is. - 117 - 117
Totals 809 384 696 1889 s

Production of (¢il.

Number 01l Production/ Av. brls Ave seal
taken. in brls. per Beal.] per brl.
Sea=-lion 1889 La2h, 3 0225 Lelt55
(9 galls.)
R

S5« Sea=~iilephants. UCperations comaenced on

Iilephants on November 3rd. Reports on condition and
quantities available were good and 29 were taken up
to Hovember 12th. Unfortunately, activities ceased
fron that date onward due toc an acute labour shortage
and to the inability of the plant to cope with the
material. However, elephant oil produced amounted
to 32,9 barrels, an average of 1.13 barrels as ggalnst
only 0,85 last year.

6. The number of elephant seal taken, localif;

and production, are given in the Tables below: -

Sea-elephants -~ (uantities taken & Locaiitiegq

1=15th
LOCALITY. Septs | Oct, Hovs, |[Dec. |Jdan. 1352 Toggla_h_
Driftwood Ise - 3 - - 3
fast Sea Lion Is.= |[Closed 5 = = 5
The Twins. - |inonth. 9 - = 9
Carcass IS. - 12 - - 12
Totale - - 29 - - 2007 .2
e ——

gil pProduction /
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rroduction of Oil.

r : Numbep 011 AV. brls.|Av.Ko. of
upecles., taken. lProduction.| per sesl.|seal per br
Gea-elephants 29 32.9 1.13 0. 58

e ——

#. Utilisation of Carcasses. All sea-=lion carcasses

were disposed of again this year. Lisposal of elephant
carcasses amounted to 44,83, of the total nwuber of elepnants
dealt with, as againsf only 14.15.. last scason.

8. rrocuction of Guano, etec. From all species, 2G

tons of meat-meul and guano were produced and 413 seal hides
prepared for export.
9. iAs in last year's Report, & Table of comparisons

is provided a2s a matter of interest :-

SwA=-LIOES. SEA=SLEFIARTS .
: Ganen |l0. Total| Av. 150, [total | AV.
Area. ~€ason (paken.jsprls. (Brls.| Taken.rls. | =rils.

Falkland Is. | 1936 (9086 2275 |0.25 180 | 180 . |1
~do- 1850 11323 328 |0.24 349 715 0,35
-do- 1951 |1889 L2l 10.225 29 329 1«13

South Georglia 1950 - - - | 6851 {13035 | 1.88

10. The results attained this year were definitely

dieappointing. The main contributary causes being the

prevalent labour'éhortage, with lack of sufficient engine
staff und inedequate plant belng asdditional and important
disadvantages. It is understood that the management will
mage every erftort to obtain additional labour and to make

further improvements in the present equipment, belore wopk

comniences next scason.

I am,
sir,
Your obedient Servant,

(S9d.) B. N. BIGGS.

Collector of CustOMS
’



Ccustoms Department,
Stanley,
218t December, 1951.

Sir,

I have the honour to submit a report upon the
sealing operations carried out at Albemarle, by the South
Atlantic Sealing Company during the 1951 Season.

2. bBelore sealing commenced, & nwaber of moditfications
vere made to the sealing liconce, the most important being:-

(a) An increase authorised in the number of cea-
lions which may be taken in any one year, from 9,000
to 15,000 seal, und a fdeduction eifected in the per-
mitted nuwaber of sea-elephants from 2,000 to 1,000.

(b) The season for sea-lions was defined as being
from 1st kay to 30th September. That for sea-elepiants
from 18t April to 15th January in the following year,
with the proviso that October would henceforth be
regarded as a 'closed' month for elephants, becsuse of
its importance during the breeding season.

3. Sea-lions. although worlk on this species commenced
on July 3rd some six wecks earlier than last year, only
1,839 or 12.6;: of the approved nuyiber of 15,000 werec taken
by September 30th. The condition of the animals in the
earlier part of the season was generally poor, but lmproved
in September. The overall condition of the herd, both in
condition and number was below that of last year, resulting
in a decrease in oil production of 0.02 barrels per seal,

L, It was observed in the month of August, that the
stomachs of sea-lions taken were filled with an unfamiliar
species of fish =~ each fish measuring from 12 - 14 inches

in length; each stomach containing from between 50 - 60 fish,

later to be identified as a species of cod - micromesistius

australis. The presence of this close and plentiful food

may have had a bearing on the scarcity of seal on the beaches.
5. The total catch, locality where taken and production

in berrels, are given in the following Tables : -

fhe Honourable,

¢he Colonial Secretary,

S tanley-
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Yy Gea~lions -~ uantity taxen and iocallty.
y TLOCALITY . July, August, Saptember. Potales
¥ send-bar Is. 717 175 259 11519
@: kain Arch Ise 84 5 Th 163
Hiat. Arch Is. - 7 288 295
1Q0/= Bay. - €6 (2 130
Clump I8, 8 14 11 33
Barrsn 18. - 147 - 117
Totals 809 384 636 1889
Production of Cil.
Numbep 01l Froduction Av. Dris AV. Beal
taken. in brla. per g8¢ale [ per brle
Sea=1ion 1309 Lohe3 0 225 Lel455
(9 galls, )

S5 Lea=nlepnants. Operations comaenged on

Blephants on Hovember 3rd. reports on condition and
guantities avaeilable were good and 29 wvere taken up
to November 12th. Unt'ortunately, activities ceased
iron that date onward due tc an acute labour shortage
and to the inabiilty of the plant to cope with the
matoerial. However, elephant o0il produced amounted
to 32.9 barrels, en averag¢ of 1.13 barirels as agalinst
only 0,85 iast year.

6e The number of elephant scal taken, locality

ani production, are given in the Tablee below:=

dea=glephants = (mantities taxen & Loealitios.

1=15th
LGCALETY o Septs | Qots | HOVe |Decs [58n.1952 | Totale
Driftwood I8e - : 3 - Z 3
zgat Sea Lion Ise= |Closed 5 - e 5
the Twing. - |monthe 12 - = 3
carcass IB. - 12
Totals = = 29 = p 29

¢il prroduction /
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rrpoduction of vil.

Humber 011 AVe DP4S. | \WV.live OF
species. tajen. | iroduction. per seal.|seal per.

Sea-elephants 29 3249 - 1,13 0e0d

p——————— s}

¥. Utilisailion of Carcasses. All sea=-lion carcasscsd

ware disposed or again this yeor, visposal of elsphant
capcasses anounted to k.83 of the total nwiver of clepnantis
dealt with, as apgainct only 14.15 lasct scaoson.

8. ireiuction oi' Guano, ste. From all species, 26

tons of meat-nwenl and guano were produced anag 418 seal hides
prepared for export.
9. A in last year's leport, a Tavle of comparisons

is provided s a matter of interest :-

SEA=LIUITE. SEA-BLAFHARTS.
_ - Ti9. |TOLGL | AV, | 0. |lotds (AU
area. SEA80L (gagern. rls. |PLS,. |Taien. ris. | ris.

—jp - R ]

Falkland Is. | 1936 9086 (2275 [C.25 130 | 180 1

-~do~- 1950 [1323 328 (0.24 2L9 Ti5 Qe 35
-0O= 1951 (1689 42l (0225 29 32.9(113
south Georgis 1950 - - - 16951 130355 |1.038

10. 'The resultc attained this year were definliely
disappointing. The main contrlivutary causes being the
prevalent labour shortays, with lack of sufficient engincerian
stalf and inedeguate plent beling additional and importent
dlipadvantages. It is understood thalt tho management will
muke svery eriort to obtaln additional lebour ond to wmake
further improvensnts in the present eguipment, bvefore work

compuences next seasoll.
I amn,
siv,
Your obegient servent,

(Sgd.) B. N. BIGGS.

Collector of Custoins.



