




1. I discussed, the subject of sealing in the Falklands with the
Director of BAS and he confirmed the advice he had given earlier
that no sealing should be permitted in the Colony at the present
time and that nothing should be done to re-start sealing before

a full scientific survey had been carried out.

E G Lewis 

22 March 1974



RESTRICTED 101800Z

Routine to ECO from Falklands

Telegram No. 3-6 I of 10th December

Sloggie has raised in Council the possibility of

permitting the killing of fur seals, hare seals and sea lions

around the Falkland Islands. I was very blunt about the outcry

that this would cause and said I ms surprised that this matter

had been raised but in order to quieten members who are always

looking for ways of raising revenue I would be grateful for your

confirmation that on scientific and conservation grounds we cannot

look at this at the present time.



BY BAG SAVING TELEGRAM
FROM FOREIGN AND CONMO^/EiVLTH OFFICE 14123OZ
RESTRICTED

(WIAD)

TO ROUTINE FALKLAND ISLANDS TELNO. 3 SAVING OF 14 DECEMBER 1973-

Your telno. 361 of 10 December 1973* Seals.
JZ We agree that likely outcry from ’’animal lovers” and

possibly Argentines (Sir D Hopson's letter to you of 9 November),
makes killing unacceptable at the present time.

2. We consider a detailed census by experts of the Falkland
Island seal population would have to be undertaken before
exploitation could be permitted. Subsequently, adequate

conservation measures would need to be adopted and a scientifically
qualified sealing control officer appointed. <

3. Dr Laws has advised that partial seal censuses since the
1930’s reveal that population of sea lions to have decreased
markedly and the population of fur seals to have remained static
(elsewhere they have been increasing repidly). The permissible

kill would therefore probably be small and have little effect on
revenue. Furthermore it would hardly be financially worthwhile
to an outside commercial sealing operator.
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Cbe Falkland Islands Company, Cimited.
INCORPORATED BY ROYAL CHARTER 1 8 5 1 . ) O ------------------------------

REGISTERED 1902.

TELEGRAMS "FLEETWING PORTSTANLEY" VIA RADIO.

AGENTS FOR LLOYDS.

13 th . Decemb er, .. .73

His Excellency,
The Governor,
Government House,
Stanley.

Dear Mr. Lewis,

Thank you for your note reference FIS/12/3 of the 6th
December, 1973* 1 note all that you say and appreciate the
position. However, I would like to see some authoritative
reports on the seal population around the shores of the Colony,
particularly hair seals.

I have no wish to see any action taken which would be
detrimental to the wild life of the Colony but sight of some
unbiased reports might provide useful ammunition when the subject
is raised.

I hasten to add that, as is the case with the ’’S.A.L.T.” ,
people, the ammunition would only be used for defensive purposes.*

AS/ra

Yours sincerely



31 December 1973

Tht? Hon A
e;uw Falkland Manila Compare ltd
Stanley

Dear Plifr:.:<A?

With rofcxon^c to your letter (AS/ra) of 1-: ~;coc :<bor about seals, I did
in fact sc.nii a taio^ma to London after our .'./--'; noting of Executive
Council ana I. have received the following ’... t -- 

a, :,'-:c th&t likely outcxy from ’’anir-f:.:. le/ers” and possibly
(Sir D Hopson’s letter to ;<-x of 9 ttevomber), nakos

Mllii-c unacceptable at the present tiau»

£e cc .'sidox* ;> detailed census by capoi<“: ■•’.•:? -Uw Falkland Island
seal population wuld have to be before exploitation
could bo poix.'-tted* Subsequently, atlrp.aysc conservation measures
would need to be adopted and a sclent.'. Ur/lly qualified sealing
co i-irol off 1cor appoint ®d •

Dr 'Laws -fulvised that partial seul sine© the 1930’s
reveal tk>t population of sea lions to ; --vo decreased markedly
and tho pop^io.tlon of far seals to have :iYX;aimd static (elsemere
they tor: br>o^ increasing rapidly)« 21/? pcren.Lssiblo Mil ??ould
therefore probably be amll and hats offset on revenue.
Ixsrthonioxx:^ it wuld hardly be wrth'ahile to an
outside oorxr>rc;Ul sealing operator^*

i/ith regard to S^xth Georgia, fa* Laws and liio se/.^itists sro studying the
grwth*-3?ate' cf t-n: various t?/pos of seals and cns lions on South Georgia
and when X ixac drzeaa there recently wi th Hl* p. cons ide rablo amount
of photographic •:»rk szas carried out to .'Ji tho count. VJhen th? ctu.dy
h&s beon CG^platexlj, » Trill then know riisth■.:'■? calling out of ary particular
toeeiQS is and whe^ior this would Cii-w nccnoia.-.o potential*

>->.i ■» nWa T»

. ' G Lewie



EXTRACT FROM THE MINUTES OF EXECUTIVE COUNCIL MEETING NO. 1/?4

HELD ON THE 3RD JANUARY 1972*.

FIS/12/3 (vii) Sealing in the Colony — His Excellency told
Council that ho had written to the Honourable A. Sloggie
on this subject (see Minute 9(xii) of Meeting 10/73),
and that the advice of Dr. R. M. Laws would be sought
while he was in the Colony.



WILFRIED MOLLER
IMPORT - EXPORT .
FELLE - SKINS - P1ELES

Mr.
Ted Clapp
Port Stanley - Falkland Islands
c/o British Antarctic Survey­
mail via Buenos Aires

D-2940 WILHELMSHAVEN

UHLANDSTRASSE 12

TELEFON (04421) 23208

8.04.1974

Dear Mr. Clapp:
six month have gone by since I visited your office
in Port Stanley. I do hope you are well, the work
isn't too much and the weather isn't too lousy.

While

seals
Falkland Islands -on the

in Port Stanley we were talking about the \
on South Georgia and that your office was goA'p'j

ing to make a count; also
in the near future.

I would appreciate if you kindly inform me if you
have done any surveys yet and if the figures are
permiting a hunt in the near future.

Thank you for your reply, and all the best in the
future.

Sincerely your's

1 AL Ll
Wilfried Muller

BANKKONTO: VOLKSBANK WILHELMSHAVEN 501296 (BLZ 28290000)



MIT LUFTPOST
PAR AVION
BY AIRMAIL

WILFRIED MULLER
IMPORT - EXPORT

D-294O WILHELMSHAVEN
UHLANDSTRASSE 12



BRITISH ANTARCTIC SURVEY
FALKLAND ISLANDS

SENT
Number______________ROUTINE____________________ Date 2,5,74.____________Time 1415^
fm U&BT ~
To XA-IsJOvi L^.,4.
INFO

X/0295/74 FOR DIRECTOR. AH LN RECEIPT OF A LETTER FROI-l j.'L. .A uFRIciD
OF m.jjj;CV.-/ri Cx^ii-i-ANY i.HO IS AN IMPORT 1 \ • .‘•>.1’ '< OF

SKIN.,. VISITED THE COLONY DURING THE VINTER OF 75 T- i?:7E.,TIG TH,
I , THE P03SIBI UiTY OF OB AIRING HEAL SKIN 3 ( .J-, j Y FUR
SEAL) AND COU HIDES.
ill. HAS NOV ASKED IF WE HAVE MADE ANY COUNT OF THE . U.- .T YOUTH GEORGIA
AND IF iUOTE THE FIGURES ARE OERMITTING A HUNT IN THE NEAR FUTURE UNQUOTE
I SHALL OSVIOUSLY HAVE TO PASO THIS LETTER ON TO THE DE HJNDENCIEl
GOVERNMENT BUT IN ORDER TO PASS ON AS COMPLETE PICTURE AJ POSSIBLE AND
TO SAVE FUTURE TELEX QUERIES MAY I REQUEST NOW YOUR VIAUS OR DIRECTIVES
ON HERR MULLERS QUERY.

ECJO/-.

Time



V
L/1345/74 R 1352Z 7/5/74
FROM LONDON HQ
TO STANLEY
AS/1O3/4 X/293/74 CURRENT ESTIMATE 55-60 €55-60^ THOUSAND FUR
SEAL PUPS ANNUALLY SOUTH GEORGIA SUGGESTING TOTAL POPULATION AROUND
200 C200^ THOUSAND* I WOULD NOT SUPPORT ANY PROPOSAL FOP.
EXPLOITATION AT THIS STAGE* FIGURES HAVE BEEN PUBLISHED IN POLAR
RECORD BUT DO NOT ADVISE DIVULGING THEM TO MULLER*
RML/AH



BRITISH ANTARCTIC SURVEY
Please quote in reply

No.5.28Z.l..l..l.G...
PORT STANLEY,

FALKLAND ISLANDS

I9..7.4.

The Chief Secretary,
Secretariat,
STANLEY.

Dear Sir,

u -9 MAY i974y^

n ij

I copy to you self evident correspondence on the subject
of seals at South Georgia.

Perhaps Dependencies Government would care to reply to
Herr Mullers letter direct.

Yours sincerely

E • i J * C1 up p
Officer-in-Charge
British Antarctic Survey,
STANLEY.



FIS/12/3

20th May, 74

Wilfried Muller, Esq.,
D-2940 Wilhelmshaven,
Uhlandstrasse 12,
GERMANY

Dear Sir,

Please refer to your letter of the 8th
April addressed to MrTed Clapp of the British
Antarctic Survey. This has been passed to me
for reply since South Georgia continues to be
administered by the Falkland Islands Government.

2. Surveys have now been completed on the
seal population in South Georgia and I regret
that we are not proposing to issue any licences
for seal hunting in the foreseeable future.

lours faithfully,

(T.H. Layng)
Chief Secretary

c.c. E.C.J. Clapp, Esq.,
BAS,
Stanley.



H

NR 140 R 081826Z JAN
FM SOUTH GEORGIA
TO STANLEY
M/OO39/75. FOR CHIEF SECRETARY
REGRET NECESSITY TO SHOOT MATURE FEMALE ELEPHANT SEAL
IM PIT CONTAINING CRUDE GASOIL GRYTVIKEN YESTERDAY.

FOUND TRAPPED

PAWLEY+


