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INFORMATION USEFUL TO OFFICERS PROCEREDING TO THE
FALKLAND ISLANDS oW FIRST APPOINTMENT.

- o o 1 o

The population of the Tslands 4s sbout 2,437 and -
of Stanley about 1200 {1934).

The climate i3 rigorous but healthy. It is trying
to people from the United Kingdom on account of the contine
uous 60ld, the lack of sun, and the constant high winds -
as well as by the fow opportunitiaa'arfo;-ded for outdoor
ezaroﬂ.;es. No special precautions need be observed by
Europeans.

Clothing sultsble in the United Kingdon 1s serviceable
4n the Colony but should be of extra thickness and warmth,-

An overcoet of exceptional warmth, one of. lighter description

and a waterproof will be found to be necessary. Strong
walking toots and a pair of glazed rubl?er boota (cavalry
pattern) will be found to be useful,

' Houses of any kind are "difficult to rent, and the
average rental of an unfurnishsd house suitable for .
occupation by en official 1s £50 é yoar, There are no hotels
4n Stanley, which is the only town in the Colony, but there
are saveral fairly comfortable boarding-houses, The cost of
living in a bearding-house -‘ranges from £2. 2. 0o’ to £3. 3. 0
a week o An officer desiring to occupy an unfurnished house
would be well advised to come to Stanley prepared with all
. peavy articles of furniture. Household requisites and small
" purnishings can be obtained locally.

In & small house one doma;st!.o is usually found
gufficient; in larger houses, Ewo. It 4s customary te
engage & boy to -attena during the day at intervals to chop
and bring in peat. Wages for domestics range from £3 to £4
s month snd for Peat Boys 10s8/= to 158/« & month. .
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Lekters concerning the Falkland Islawds

BB

[FaLkLAND 15LAMDS] - Collection of 15 afficial letters with enclosures addressed to Rea- Admiral Sic
Graham E. Hamond KCB, as commander on the South America stabion, relating to afairs in the
Falkland lslands in 183436, including:

Letrer zigned H.5. Fox, HM. Consul Rio de Janeire, mentioning "the important services woich call you
to the Falkland Islands’ [Ria, 11 December 1834]; Letter from the Admiralty with contemparary copies
of aletter and memorandum by Capt. W.E. Parry (the hydrographer and Arclic explare] relating to
the probable position of Beauchene’s kland, which Hamgnd s asked to investigate !Admiralw,
6 February 1835]; Letter from the Admiralty, with enclosures, ‘relative to the claim of Mr. Louis
ernet [Fnrm,er Governgr of the Malvinas] to certain property in the Falkland Islands'; Lezter from the
Admiralty in duplicate {sent by dif ferent ships) approving Hamond's ‘intention of pracesding to visit
the Falkland klands' [Admiralty, 25 Februgry 1835]; Letter from the Admiralty in duplicate {sent by
different ships] about ciothing supplied 'to the twelve persons (Indians & others] who have been
detained on board the Spartiate on account of the Massacre at the Falkland klands' ard hers listed
[Admiraity, 28 March 1835]; Letter in duplicate (Sent by different ships) signed by Sir Crarles Waod
of the Admiralty, appraving the sending of culprits and witnesses imvalved in the massac-e to England
[Bdmiralty, 14 May 1835); Letter signed by Sir Charles Wood [contradicting his earlier letter)
informing Hamond that the prisomers are not o be prosecuted in England, and all deianees in the
case will "be sent back to South America by the First Packel' [Admiralty, 24 June 18351 Letter with
mitéresting memarial by ship owners enclosed, from Sir Charles Woed of the Admiraly, relating to
aclions laken by Lieutenant Henry Smith [recently agpointed Goveraor of the Falklancs] ta prevent
the Cutter Susannah Ann From taking seals at the Falkland Islands [Admiralty, 4 July 835]; Letter
signed by Hamiltan Hamilton, British Consul a1 Buenas Aircs, worrying about the arrival of ‘the
individuals concerned in the massacre at the Falkland lslands’ and Fearing that any action will revive
local elaims to severeigaty of the Falklands and wishing to refer the case to Palmerston [Buenos
Alres, 19 September 1835); Letter shgred by Sir John Barrow with enclosures relating to the conduct
of certain Naval Officers an the accation of the Wreck of the French Ship Prerre Lowss' [Admiralty,
14 Ocotber 1835); Letter signed by Sir Charles Wood in suppart of Hamiltos's plan for ‘ine best mode
of landing the Men concerned in the Massacre at the Falklang lslands' (see above] [Admiralty
21 Decerber 1835]; Letter signed by LH. Mandeville, minister plenipotentiary at Buengs Aircs, 3
warning about the intentions of M, Vernet to take wild cattle fram the klands, 1836 Agproximately
65 pages, folio, each docketed by Hamond; also, contemposary copy of resolutions carred at AGM of
British residents in Buenos Aires, 1832; aulegraph letter signed by Sir W.l. Haoker relating to the
Falkiand lsland tussock grass, Kew, 1649,

The correspondence provides interesting evidence of the tight control aver administration beld by the
Adriralty as Far aficld as the South American station, The Falkland Islands had been reclaimed by
Britain 2: late a5 1833, which explains the congern expressed by the Consul in Bugnos Aires in his
letter to Hamond. The murders of settier Matthew Brishane and others had sccurred in August 1833,
but the news did not resch Rin until January 1834, when HM5. Choliengersailed to the Falidands and

Landed Lieutenant Smith. Fitzray of the Beogle arranged for the transport of the outlaws to Rio in
March 1834, 181
1
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