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I

Doivning Street,

24th July, 1933.

Sir,

I have the honour to transmit to you, for your information, a copy of an extract

from the House of Commons Official Report dated 12th July, 1933, relative to a request

that the House might be furnished with a return showing the minimum age of marriage

and age of consent (inside and outside marriage') in the Colonies, Protectorates, and

Mandated Territories.

2. In order that 1 may be in a position to furnish the desired return I shall be

glad if I may be informed of the minimum age of marriage and age of consent (inside

and outside marriage), should these be legally prescribed, in the territory under your

Appropriate references to the local legislation prescribing the agesadministration.

should also be given.

I have the honour to be,

Sir,

Your most obedient, humble servant,

P. CUNLIFEE-LISTER.
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.^CIRCULAR.

The Officer Administering

the Government of



Enclosure in Circular Despatch dated 24th July, 1933.

Extract from Official Report of 12th July, 1933.

Colonel Clifton Brown : What is meant by the words “ inside and outside 
marriage ” in the question ?

Miss Rathbone : Is it not a well-known fact that the term “ age of consent ” 
refers not only to the age of consent of unmarried girls, but also refers sometimes 
to consummation of marriage in the case of married girls ?

13. Miss Rathbone asked the Secretary of State for the Colonies whether 
he will obtain and furnish the House with a return showing the minimum age of 
marriage and age of consent (inside and outside marriage), where these are legally 
prescribed, in all the Colonies and territories coming under the Colonial Office ?

Sir P. Cunliffe-Lister : I am taking steps to obtain the information for 
which the hon. Member asks. It •will necessarily take some time to collect.

Sir P. Cunliffe-Lister : I think my hon. and gallant Friend should address 
that question to the hon. Lady the Member for the English Universities (Miss 
Rathbone), who has put the question on the Paper.



STAGEY*

X have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of

your Circular despatch of the 24th of July, 1933 and9

psfosoribed in fcUc territos*? undos' this atoinistration

3

M. CRAIGIE-HALKETT.

i

Tour most obedient humble servant

to inform you that the minimum age of. marriage and age 
of consent (inside and outside marriage) are not legal

1953»

I have the honour to be,

3ir,

20 tii September,

THE HXOhT iiOHOWBLE :
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sir,
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